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My name is Jake LaRaus and I am the Chair of the Immigration Taskforce of the 
Manhattan Young Democrats (MYD), the official youth arm of the Democratic Party in 
Manhattan County. I speak today on behalf of the Manhattan Young Democrats’ Immigration 
Taskforce, and graciously thank Chairman Menchaca and the other members of the Committee 
on Immigration for inviting me to provide testimony at this hearing. 

 
The MYD organization is comprised of and represents the millennial, young adult 

Democrats of Manhattan, from the progressives to the Blue Dogs and everyone in between. 
While there may at times be some disagreement among our members on certain political 
issues, we are steadfastly united in our support for and advocacy in favor of policies that 
directly address the problems and difficulties that our generation is facing. Whether it be 
affordable healthcare or student loan reform or civil rights protections, political issues that 
particularly affect millennials and young adults are especially important to the MYD 
membership and leadership. Accordingly, we actively seek to champion legislation and policy 
developments that protect and defend the rights of young New Yorkers and young Americans. 
Undocumented youth and so-called DREAMers, despite their legal status and the mendacious 
characterizations with which they are painted by anti-immigrant zealots and restrictionists, are 
as deserving of the protections of this state and this country as we are because they are just as 
much New Yorkers and Americans as we are. As such, the Manhattan Young Democrats proudly 
and enthusiastically support the bill sponsored by Chairman Menchaca, Speaker Mark-Viverito, 
Council Member Dromm, and Council Member Constantinides that is the subject of today’s 
oversight hearing. 

 
Our full-throated support of this legislation should not be surprising. The roughly 83 

million millennials in the United States, whose political views are largely more liberal and “left-
leaning” than those of their parents or grandparents, on the whole support immigrants, a 
pathway to citizenship, and protections for undocumented youth with a far stronger and firmer 
consensus than the older generations.1 This heightened level of pro-immigrant sentiment 
among young Americans was most recently reaffirmed in a YouGov poll, which found that a full 
two-thirds (66.7%) of respondents aged eighteen to twenty-nine held positive views of 
immigrants, while less than one quarter (24.8%) of the same group held negative views.2 The 
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older age brackets, by comparison, were not so warm: 30.9% of thirty to forty-four year olds, 
35.4% of forty-five to sixty-four year olds, and 38.5% of those sixty-five and older viewed 
immigrants unfavorably.3 

 
More important than this sort of statistical politicking, though, is the fact that young 

Americans support undocumented immigrants and DREAMers because we recognize that such 
status-specific labels belie the fact that they are, first and foremost, our colleagues, our 
neighbors, our friends, our family. The Manhattan Young Democrats and American millennials 
know that one’s humanity is not given permission to exist by virtue of one’s legal status, and 
thus those without status should not be denied service and protection by the State purely 
because their indelible humanity has been obfuscated by a broken immigration system and 
nativist extremists. 

 
Enacting the New York State DREAM Act would not only fulfill the promise of equality of 

opportunity that New York projects outward, but would also inarguably be in all of our mutual 
interests. Over three-and-a-half thousand undocumented students graduate from high school 
every year in New York State, yet less than half of these new graduates later enroll in college.4 
For many undocumented youth in New York, as well as around the country, higher education is 
cost prohibitive because they are not able to access most sources of financial aid due to their 
lack of legal status. At present, New York’s undocumented young adults contribute over $140 
million annually in state and local taxes, but this rate of economic contribution pales to their 
potential if they are put on the same footing as their American-born peers.5 States that have 
taken measures to level the higher education playing field for undocumented youth by giving 
them access to in-state tuition rates and financial aid have not only seen decreases in their high 
school dropout rates for undocumented youth, but also related increases in these young adults’ 
rate of college enrollment.6 These newly-enabled college enrollees, upon their graduation from 
their respective higher education institutions, on average earn more money and quantitatively 
contribute more to their state’s economy. In New York, this suppressed potential is enormous: 
college graduates earn about $25,000 more annually and pay almost $4,000 more annually in 
taxes than their peers who only have high school diplomas.7 As young adults ourselves, the 
Manhattan Young Democrats fully understand these sorts of values and benefits that come 
with a college degree. Consequently, by denying young undocumented New Yorkers access to 
financial aid for college, we are not just depriving them of the fair opportunity to higher 
education, but we are also depriving our state of the enormous benefits and opportunities their 
unleashed abilities would bring.  

 
The BRIDGE Act, which has languished in the House Judiciary Committee’s 

Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security since early February 2017, is of similar 
significance, seeking to create statutorily-enshrined temporary relief from removal for 
undocumented youth and DREAMers in the same vein as President Obama’s Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. The current state of DACA beneficiaries and DACA-
eligible undocumented youth remains unclear, despite the hollow promises few unreliable and 
untrustworthy members of the Trump Administration have offered up. Republican supporters 
of the Administration, from establishment conservative media outlets like National Review to 
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far-right xenophobia-courting media outlets like Breitbart to elected officials in Congress, have 
kept up the call for DACA’s termination.8 Those of us who believe that the protections the DACA 
program provides to undocumented youth are not only important but also necessary cannot 
rest on our laurels, merely hoping that the anti-immigrant extremists groomed by the Center 
for Immigration Studies (CIS) and the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) who 
now hold positions in the Trump Administration will forget to take steps to severely limit or just 
axe DACA.9 Their drive to disenfranchise and dispossess American DREAMers is seemingly 
boundless, and so our will and mettle to safeguard these protections through measures like the 
BRIDGE Act must be similarly unceasing.  

 
In vociferously supporting this proposed legislation, the Manhattan Young Democrats 

further recognize that the needs of the immigrant community in New York and the country at 
large are unfortunately at present all the more dire due to the inhumane, un-American actions 
and rhetoric of the Trump Administration, which are borne out with disconcerting constancy. 
One need look no further back than just last Tuesday when the acting director of Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE), Thomas Homan, told the Homeland Security Subcommittee of 
the House Committee on Appropriations that undocumented immigrants should “be 
uncomfortable” and “look[ing] over [their] shoulder[s].”10 The Administration’s draconian 
crackdown on the immigrant community has been unfolding across the country, including in 
our own backyard; ICE arrests increased by approximately thirty-one percent in New York State 
between January and April of this year, with law-abiding immigrants without criminal records – 
like Diego Puma Macancela, the high school senior who was arrested by ICE two weeks ago in 
Westchester just hours before his senior prom – facing significantly heightened targeting.11 In 
advocating for the rights and protection of undocumented youth pursuant to the bill at issue 
today, it would be a mistake to not also deplore these unjustifiable “enforcement” actions by 
the Department of Homeland Security, with particular attention paid to the condemnable 
apprehensions of non-citizens by ICE in New York courts.12 These court apprehensions 
undermine the right of immigrants and other non-citizens to have equal and equitable access to 
justice as crime victims or to aid in the provision of justice as witnesses in trials, and thus should 
be loudly opposed by this body.  

 
We also would like to bring attention to one other related development that, much like 

the Trump Administration’s inexcusable expansion of immigrant apprehensions, directly affects 
the rights and safety of undocumented youth, as well as the immigrant community writ large. 
Prosecutorial discretion, a legal concept that recognizes that the government is “under no 
obligation to strictly and aggressively enforce the letter of the law in every case” (especially 
when persuasive equities and factors are present), has long been “a widely accepted doctrine” 
in the immigration context and was strongly emphasized in President Obama’s November 2014 
immigration executive actions.13 The availability of such options is of the utmost importance 
when our immigration court system is being hobbled by a crushing backlog of over 585,000 
cases nationwide.14 But beginning shortly after the issuance of the Trump Administration’s 
logic-eschewing executive orders on immigration in this past February, immigration 
practitioners and activists started noticing that ICE attorneys who represent the government in 
immigration court proceedings had begun to become more oppositional and hostile to requests 
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from opposing counsel for prosecutorial discretion and other procedural tools (e.g., motions) 
that rely on government cooperation. More recently, ICE more forthrightly articulated its 
change in position on prosecutorial discretion during a meeting with the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association (AILA).15 In taking these steps, the Administration has proven itself to be 
unwilling or unable to either enact immigration policies in accordance with easily-observable 
facts and reality or display any appreciation of the destructive consequences of such policies.  

 
It is exceedingly important, if not morally imperative, that the City of New York continue 

to demonstrate its dedication to the protection of undocumented and immigrant New Yorkers, 
including undocumented youth and DREAMers, through word and deed because ours is a city 
inextricably tied to the immigrant experience, as I know personally. My great-great-
grandfather, Abraham Anshel Kessler, arrived in New York City in 1895 at the age of twenty-
three, became a prominent member of the Lower East Side landsmanshaft of Bialystoker Jews 
later in life, and played a leading role in the planning and construction of the Bialystoker Home 
for the Aged in the late 1920s – the same building that still proudly stands today after being 
named a city landmark in 2013.16 This kind of story is neither unique nor rare among our fellow 
New Yorkers, many of whom have similarly deep ties to the very brick and mortar of the city 
through their respective ancestors’ immigration journeys. It is the young who are tasked with 
carrying on the memories and lessons of those who came before, and so the Manhattan Young 
Democrats, as millennial New Yorkers, take on this responsibility now by cheering the proposed 
legislation at issue today and calling on the City Council to enact it. Our shared humanity – the 
humanity we share with our fellow young New Yorkers who lack legal status, the humanity they 
share with our forebears who made the fateful decision to pursue the promise of freedom and 
opportunity by starting their lives anew in the United States, and the humanity that will run 
through all of our descendants when we are gone – calls us all to action now. We must answer 
that call.  

 
I offer thanks again to the Committee on Immigration for inviting this testimony. I look 

forward to working with the City Council on this important immigration issue and others in the 
future.  
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My name is Jake LaRaus and I am the Chair of the Immigration Taskforce of the 

Manhattan Young Democrats (MYD), the official youth arm of the Democratic Party in 

Manhattan County. I speak today on behalf of the Manhattan Young Democrats’ Immigration 

Taskforce, and graciously thank Chairman Menchaca and the other members of the Committee 

on Immigration for inviting me to provide testimony at this hearing. 

The MYD organization is comprised of and represents the millennial, young adult 

Democrats of Manhattan, from the progressives to the Blue Dogs and everyone in between. 

While there may at times be some disagreement among our members on certain political issues, 

we are steadfastly united in our support for and advocacy in favor of policies that directly 

address the problems and difficulties that our generation is facing. Whether it be affordable 

healthcare or student loan reform or civil rights protections, political issues that particularly 

affect millennials and young adults are especially important to the MYD membership and 

leadership. Accordingly, we actively seek to champion legislation and policy developments that 

protect and defend the rights of young New Yorkers and young Americans. Undocumented 

youth and so-called DREAMers, despite their legal status and the mendacious characterizations 

with which they are painted by anti-immigrant zealots and restrictionists, are as deserving of the 

protections of this state and this country as we are because they are just as much New Yorkers 

and Americans as we are. As such, the Manhattan Young Democrats proudly and 

enthusiastically support the bill sponsored by Chairman Menchaca, Speaker Mark-Viverito, 
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Council Member Dromm, and Council Member Constantinides that is the subject of today’s 

oversight hearing. 

Our full-throated support of this legislation should not be surprising. The roughly 83 

million millennials in the United States, whose political views are largely more liberal and “left-

leaning” than those of their parents or grandparents, on the whole support immigrants, a pathway 

to citizenship, and protections for undocumented youth with a far stronger and firmer consensus 

than the older generations.
1
 This heightened level of pro-immigrant sentiment among young 

Americans was most recently reaffirmed in a YouGov poll, which found that a full two-thirds 

(66.7%) of respondents aged eighteen to twenty-nine held positive views of immigrants, while 

less than one quarter (24.8%) of the same group held negative views.
2
 The older age brackets, by 

comparison, were not so warm: 30.9% of thirty to forty-four year olds, 35.4% of forty-five to 

sixty-four year olds, and 38.5% of those sixty-five and older viewed immigrants unfavorably.
3
 

More important than this sort of statistical politicking, though, is the fact that young 

Americans support undocumented immigrants and DREAMers because we recognize that such 

status-specific labels belie the fact that they are, first and foremost, our colleagues, our 

neighbors, our friends, our family. The Manhattan Young Democrats and American millennials 

know that one’s humanity is not given permission to exist by virtue of one’s legal status, and 

thus those without status should not be denied service and protection by the State purely because 

their indelible humanity has been obfuscated by a broken immigration system and nativist 

extremists. 

Enacting the New York State DREAM Act would not only fulfill the promise of equality 

of opportunity that New York projects outward, but would also inarguably be in all of our mutual 

interests. Over three-and-a-half thousand undocumented students graduate from high school 
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every year in New York State, yet less than half of these new graduates later enroll in college.
4
 

For many undocumented youth in New York, as well as around the country, higher education is 

cost prohibitive because they are not able to access most sources of financial aid due to their lack 

of legal status. At present, New York’s undocumented young adults contribute over $140 million 

annually in state and local taxes, but this rate of economic contribution pales to their potential if 

they are put on the same footing as their American-born peers.
5
 States that have taken measures 

to level the higher education playing field for undocumented youth by giving them access to in-

state tuition rates and financial aid have not only seen decreases in their high school dropout 

rates for undocumented youth, but also related increases in these young adults’ rate of college 

enrollment.
6
 These newly-enabled college enrollees, upon their graduation from their respective 

higher education institutions, on average earn more money and quantitatively contribute more to 

their state’s economy. In New York, this suppressed potential is enormous: college graduates 

earn about $25,000 more annually and pay almost $4,000 more annually in taxes than their peers 

who only have high school diplomas.
7
 As young adults ourselves, the Manhattan Young 

Democrats fully understand these sorts of values and benefits that come with a college degree. 

Consequently, by denying young undocumented New Yorkers access to financial aid for college, 

we are not just depriving them of the fair opportunity to higher education, but we are also 

depriving our state of the enormous benefits and opportunities their unleashed abilities would 

bring.  

The BRIDGE Act, which has languished in the House Judiciary Committee’s 

Subcommittee on Immigration and Border Security since early February 2017, is of similar 

significance, seeking to create statutorily-enshrined temporary relief from removal for 

undocumented youth and DREAMers in the same vein as President Obama’s Deferred Action 
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for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. The current state of DACA beneficiaries and DACA-

eligible undocumented youth remains unclear, despite the hollow promises few unreliable and 

untrustworthy members of the Trump Administration have offered up. Republican supporters of 

the Administration, from establishment conservative media outlets like National Review to far-

right xenophobia-courting media outlets like Breitbart to elected officials in Congress, have kept 

up the call for DACA’s termination.
8
 Those of us who believe that the protections the DACA 

program provides to undocumented youth are not only important but also necessary cannot rest 

on our laurels, merely hoping that the anti-immigrant extremists groomed by the Center for 

Immigration Studies (CIS) and the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) who 

now hold positions in the Trump Administration will forget to take steps to severely limit or just 

axe DACA.
9
 Their drive to disenfranchise and dispossess American DREAMers is seemingly 

boundless, and so our will and mettle to safeguard these protections through measures like the 

BRIDGE Act must be similarly unceasing.  

In vociferously supporting this proposed legislation, the Manhattan Young Democrats 

further recognize that the needs of the immigrant community in New York and the country at 

large are unfortunately at present all the more dire due to the inhumane, un-American actions and 

rhetoric of the Trump Administration, which are borne out with disconcerting constancy. One 

need look no further back than just last Tuesday when the acting director of Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement (ICE), Thomas Homan, told the Homeland Security Subcommittee of the 

House Committee on Appropriations that undocumented immigrants should “be uncomfortable” 

and “look[ing] over [their] shoulder[s].”
10

 The Administration’s draconian crackdown on the 

immigrant community has been unfolding across the country, including in our own backyard; 

ICE arrests increased by approximately thirty-one percent in New York State between January 
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and April of this year, with law-abiding immigrants without criminal records – like Diego Puma 

Macancela, the high school senior who was arrested by ICE two weeks ago in Westchester just 

hours before his senior prom – facing significantly heightened targeting.
11

 In advocating for the 

rights and protection of undocumented youth pursuant to the bill at issue today, it would be a 

mistake to not also deplore these unjustifiable “enforcement” actions by the Department of 

Homeland Security, with particular attention paid to the condemnable apprehensions of non-

citizens by ICE in New York courts.
12

 These court apprehensions undermine the right of 

immigrants and other non-citizens to have equal and equitable access to justice as crime victims 

or to aid in the provision of justice as witnesses in trials, and thus should be loudly opposed by 

this body.  

We also would like to bring attention to one other related development that, much like the 

Trump Administration’s inexcusable expansion of immigrant apprehensions, directly affects the 

rights and safety of undocumented youth, as well as the immigrant community writ large. 

Prosecutorial discretion, a legal concept that recognizes that the government is “under no 

obligation to strictly and aggressively enforce the letter of the law in every case” (especially 

when persuasive equities and factors are present), has long been “a widely accepted doctrine” in 

the immigration context and was strongly emphasized in President Obama’s November 2014 

immigration executive actions.
13

 The availability of such options is of the utmost importance 

when our immigration court system is being hobbled by a crushing backlog of over 585,000 

cases nationwide.
14

 But beginning shortly after the issuance of the Trump Administration’s 

logic-eschewing executive orders on immigration in this past February, immigration practitioners 

and activists started noticing that ICE attorneys who represent the government in immigration 

court proceedings had begun to become more oppositional and hostile to requests from opposing 
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counsel for prosecutorial discretion and other procedural tools (e.g., motions) that rely on 

government cooperation. More recently, ICE more forthrightly articulated its change in position 

on prosecutorial discretion during a meeting with the American Immigration Lawyers 

Association (AILA).
15

 In taking these steps, the Administration has proven itself to be unwilling 

or unable to either enact immigration policies in accordance with easily-observable facts and 

reality or display any appreciation of the destructive consequences of such policies.  

It is exceedingly important, if not morally imperative, that the City of New York continue 

to demonstrate its dedication to the protection of undocumented and immigrant New Yorkers, 

including undocumented youth and DREAMers, through word and deed because ours is a city 

inextricably tied to the immigrant experience, as I know personally. My great-great-grandfather, 

Abraham Anshel Kessler, arrived in New York City in 1895 at the age of twenty-three, became a 

prominent member of the Lower East Side landsmanshaft of Bialystoker Jews later in life, and 

played a leading role in the planning and construction of the Bialystoker Home for the Aged in 

the late 1920s – the same building that still proudly stands today after being named a city 

landmark in 2013.
16

 This kind of story is neither unique nor rare among our fellow New Yorkers, 

many of whom have similarly deep ties to the very brick and mortar of the city through their 

respective ancestors’ immigration journeys. It is the young who are tasked with carrying on the 

memories and lessons of those who came before, and so the Manhattan Young Democrats, as 

millennial New Yorkers, take on this responsibility now by cheering the proposed legislation at 

issue today and calling on the City Council to enact it. Our shared humanity – the humanity we 

share with our fellow young New Yorkers who lack legal status, the humanity they share with 

our forebears who made the fateful decision to pursue the promise of freedom and opportunity 
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by starting their lives anew in the United States, and the humanity that will run through all of our 

descendants when we are gone – calls us all to action now. We must answer that call.  

I offer thanks again to the Committee on Immigration for inviting this testimony. I look 

forward to working with the City Council on this important immigration issue and others in the 

future.  
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Economy (BRIDGE) Act of 2017 at the federal level. 
Monday, June 19, 2017 

 

Testimony by:  Teresa Arboleda   
President, Citywide Council on English Language Learners (CCELL) 
(ccell@schools.nyc.gov or arboledat@yahoo.com) 

 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  The Citywide Council on English Language 
Learners (CCELL) was established by New York State Education Law 2590-B, 5., with the 
power to advise and consent on any educational or instructional policy involving bilingual, 
dual language or English as a Second Language Programs.  The CCELL encourages parents of 
English Language Learners (ELLs) to engage in their children’s education by providing 
information about public school ELL programs and services.  Many of these parents are 
immigrants and the CCELL provides them with a forum to voice their concerns about 
programs and services.  Interpretation in the appropriate language is provided at all CCELL 
meetings and flyers and other documents are translated.  In April 2017 the CCELL scheduled 
a presentation by the NY Immigration Coalition on “How to Support Immigrant Students and 
Families Given the Current Political Climate.”   This presentation was very helpful in providing 
vital information in the event a parent or child is detained by ICE. 
 
 On June 17, 2012 the CCELL passed a resolution titled “Support for Passage of the NY 
State DREAM (Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors) Act” in support of the 
children of immigrant families covered by DACA, which is attached.   The CCELL reiterates its 
support for the New York State DREAM Act of 2017 to eliminate barriers faced by immigrant 
families to apply for programs to alleviate the high costs of attending college.  DREAMers 
should have the opportunity to attend college, pursue careers and contribute to their 
communities so they may benefit the economy and future of New York State and the USA, 
 

The CCELL also supports the Federal BRIDGE ACT (Bar Removal of Individuals who 
Dream and Grow our Economy) which would provide temporary deportation relief for those 
undocumented youth who could be eligible for the original DACA Program. 

 
The CCELL supports NYC Council Resolution No. 1484, which calls on the state and 

federal government to extend protections for undocumented youth by passing the New York 
State DREAM Act of 2017 at the state level, as well as the Bar Removal of Individuals who 
Dream and Grow our Economy (BRIDGE) Act of 2017 at the federal level. 

 
The CCELL continues to support any efforts to provide protections for all immigrants.   
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Testimony of Immigrant Justice Corps on 
Resolution Number 1484 

June 19, 20017 
 
Immigrant Justice Corps (IJC) thanks the New York City Council for the opportunity to submit 

testimony on Resolution 1484. IJC supports the proposed resolution which calls on the state 

government to pass the New York State Dream Act of 2017 and the federal government to pass 

the Bar Removal of Individuals who Dream and Grow our Economy (BRIDGE) Act of 2017. We 

thank the Council for its Immigrant Opportunities Initiative support for IJC’s comprehensive legal 

assistance for immigrants in all five boroughs.  

 

The U.S. immigration system has been broken for more than two decades and in need of 

comprehensive reform. During the Obama administration, the Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) implemented memoranda to prioritize deportation of those who it felt posed a threat to the 

United States and to exercise prosecutorial discretion towards those who came to the United States 

to reunite with family, flee dangerous conditions, or find a better life.  In June, 2012, then DHS 

Secretary Janet Napolitano announced a new program – Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, 

or DACA – which would allow immigrants who were brought to the United States as children, had 

completed or were enrolled in educational programs, and had not committed any serious crimes, 

to “come out of the shadows,” complete a background check, and obtain employment 

authorization.  In five years, nearly one million individuals have applied for protection and work 

authorization under the program.1  DACA has been a lifeline for many of this country’s most 

talented and passionate young people and IJC fully supports the City Council’s resolution urging 

state and federal action to protect DREAMers.  

 

 

                                                 
1 See USCIS Statistics, 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Resources/Reports%20and%20Studies/Immigrat
ion%20Forms%20Data/All%20Form%20Types/DACA/daca_performancedata_fy2017_qtr2.pdf  
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Immigrant Justice Corps 

Immigrant Justice Corps (IJC) is the country’s first and only fellowship program dedicated to 

meeting the need for high-quality legal assistance for immigrants seeking a path to lawful status, 

citizenship and fighting deportation. IJC’s goal is to use legal assistance to lift immigrant families 

out of poverty – helping them access secure jobs, quality health care and life-changing educational 

opportunities. Inspired by the Katzmann Study Group on Immigrant Representation, IJC brings 

together the country’s most talented law school and college graduates, connects them to New York 

City’s best legal and community institutions, leverages the latest technologies, and fosters a culture 

of creative thinking that produces new strategies to reduce the justice gap for immigrant families, 

ensuring that immigration status is no longer a barrier to social and economic opportunity.  Now 

in our third year, IJC has trained and placed over 100 Justice Fellows (law graduates) and 

Community Fellows (college graduates) in support of our mission to increase both the quantity 

and quality of immigration legal services.  All our fellows are lawyers, law school graduates, Board 

of Immigration Appeals accredited representatives, or in the process of becoming accredited 

representatives. 

 

Since IJC’s founding in 2014, our fellows have provided immigration screenings to over 7,000 

non-citizens and represented them on more than 3,000 applications to improve or stabilize their 

immigration status.  Among these applications, our fellows have assisted hundreds of individuals 

to apply for DACA or to renew their DACA status.  Filing these applications has allowed clients 

to attend college, seek good jobs, obtain drivers’ licenses, and travel to see family members who 

they hadn’t seen in many years.  

 

For example, one of our community fellows who is working at MinKwon Community Action 

Center in Flushing, Queens, represented a 26-year-old client who was enrolled in college.  By 

helping this client to obtain DACA, the individual was able to obtain financial assistance to help 

with the cost of her college tuition.  She now works in the financial industry, is making a significant 

salary, and paying substantial taxes to the U.S. government.   

 

What makes this story even more meaningful is that the IJC community fellow who represented 

this client on her DACA application is herself a recipient of DACA who, after graduating from the 
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City University of New York’s prestigious Macaulay Honors College, was accepted as a fellow at 

IJC.  She underwent our extensive training and has personally assisted over 200 individuals apply 

for or renew their DACA status.  

 

IJC is proud that several of our former and current fellows – selected through a competitive, nation-

wide search process – are or have been recipients of DACA.  These dedicated fellows bring 

language skills, cultural competency, and a passion for justice to their work every day.  Through 

our work with this vulnerable population, and employing fellows who themselves have DACA 

status, we have gained a unique perspective of their resiliency and potential to inherit the American 

Dream. Yet, to date these resourceful youth face enormous barriers including limited paths to 

permanent lawful status and limitations on access to higher education.  As an organization, whose 

mission is to serve the immigration community, IJC would benefit greatly from passage of the 

BRIDGE Act, giving existing fellows peace of mind about their future, and aiding us in continuing 

to recruit the best possible advocates for immigrants.   

 

We thank the City Council for taking a stand in support of these important State and federal bills 

which could improve the lives of so many New York City residents.  In this time when immigrants 

are often demonized, it is important for government, at all levels, to take pro-active steps to provide 

stability for, in former-President Obama’s words, DREAMers who “are Americans in their heart, 

in their minds, in every single way but one: on paper.2” We thank the New York City Council for 

the opportunity to testify about this important matter and we look forward to further discussions 

regarding our comments. Thank you. 

                                                 
2 "Obama to Permit Young Migrants to Remain in U.S.," The New York Times, June 15, 2012, 
(available at http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/16/us/us-to-stop-deporting-some-illegal-
immigrants.html) 












