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..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to creating a green project accelerator
..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 20-d to read as follows:
     
 § 20-d. Green project accelerator. a. Definitions. As used in this section: 

Green project. The term “green project” means construction work on a building, as such term is defined in section 28-101.5 of the administrative code, that will result in such building having all or part of its energy needs satisfied by energy that is generated onsite from: 

1. A qualified energy resource, as such term is defined in section 45 of title 26 of the United States code;

2. A source that is determined to be renewable by the head of the green project accelerator or the head of another agency or office designated by the mayor; or 

3. A source that is determined by the head of the green project accelerator or the head of another agency or office designated by the mayor to have (i) a positive environmental impact or (ii) a substantially lower negative environmental impact than other sources of energy other than those identified pursuant to paragraph 1 or 2 of this definition.

Green project accelerator. The term "green project accelerator" means the office established by this section.
b. Green project accelerator office and duties. The mayor shall establish an office to be known as the green project accelerator. Such office may, but need not be, established in the executive office of the mayor and may be established as a separate office or within any agency the head of which is appointed by the mayor. The duties of the green project accelerator include, but need not be limited to:
1. Establishing a program to (i) ensure expedited review and approval of applications and other documents submitted to the department of buildings in connection with green projects, (ii) provide guidance to applicants in connection with such projects and (iii) receive and respond to comments, questions and complaints with respect to such program;
2. Coordinating with the office of long-term planning and sustainability, fire department, department of small business services and other agencies to ensure that policies are in place to encourage the installation and maintenance of green projects; and
3. Making recommendations to the commissioner of buildings and the heads of other agencies with respect to streamlining the process for obtaining the necessary approvals to install and maintain green projects.
c. Reporting. 1. The head of the green project accelerator shall submit quarterly reports to the commissioner of buildings and to the head of any other relevant agency providing (i) a description of the most commonly received comments, questions and complaints received regarding green project installation and maintenance, (ii) a description of actions undertaken by the green project accelerator to coordinate with other agencies and the results of such coordination and (iii) recommendations made pursuant to paragraph 3 of subdivision b of this section.
2. By no later than three months after the end of each fiscal year, the head of the green project accelerator shall submit a report to the mayor and the speaker of the city council that (i) includes a compilation of the monthly reports submitted pursuant to subdivision c of this section during the such fiscal year and (ii) indicates each action taken by an agency as a result of a comment, question, complaint or recommendation from or forwarded by the green project accelerator.
d. Posting of information. The green project accelerator shall maintain a website and shall post on such website the phone number and electronic contact information of the green project accelerator and a statement indicating that any person may contact such green project accelerator if such person has a comment, question or complaint regarding the installation or maintenance of green projects.
      
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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