Int. No. 932
By Council Members Levin, Chin, Cumbo, Eugene, Koo, Rose, Cohen, Johnson, Grodenchik, Menchaca and Kallos
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring information on mental health services in shelters
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 3 of title 21 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 21-317 to read as follows:
§ 21 – 317 Mental health services in shelters. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:

Adult.  The term “adult” means any person who is eighteen years of age or older.

Adult families. The term "adult families" means families comprised of adults and no children.
Children. The term “children” means people under 18 years of age.

Families with children. The term “families with children" means families with adults and children, couples including at least one pregnant woman, single pregnant women, or parents or grandparents with a pregnant individual.

Federally qualified health center. The term “federally qualified health center” means a health program designation for reimbursement by the bureau of primary health care and the centers for medicare and medicaid services of the United States department of health and human services pursuant to section 330 of the public health service act. 

Intake center. The term “intake center” means the facilities where individuals or families must apply for shelter with the department.
Shelter. The term “shelter” means temporary emergency housing provided to homeless adults, adult families, and families with children by the department or a provider under contract or similar agreement with the department.

Single adults. The term "single adult" means individuals without an accompanying adult or child.

b. Not later than April 1, 2016, and no later than April 1st annually thereafter, the department shall submit to the council and post on its website a report regarding information on mental health services provided to individuals in shelter for the preceding calendar year. Such report shall include, but not be limited to the following information and shall be disaggregated by whether such shelters or intake facilities serve single adults, adult families or families with children:
1. The number of shelters with on-site mental health services and a description of such services;

2. The number of shelters that provide mental health services by referrals, including for each such shelter the average travel time to the referral, and whether such referral is to a federally qualified health center;

3. A description of the mental health services in each intake facility;

4. A description of the mental health services provided to the unsheltered homeless population, including but not limited to the type and availability of such services, the number of individuals served, and the number of individuals that received follow up services after an initial intake; 
5. A list of the 10 most commonly occurring mental health issues for adults living in shelter and the 10 most commonly occurring health problems for children living in shelter;
c.  No information that is required to be reported pursuant to this section shall be reported in a manner that would violate any applicable provision of federal, state or local law relating to the privacy of information respecting individuals in shelter. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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