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Good morning. My name is Chad H. Gholizadeh and I am the Senior Policy and Advocacy 

Associate for Economic and Housing Stability at Citizens’ Committee for Children (CCC).  CCC 

is a 73-year-old independent, multi-issue child advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring 

every New York child is healthy, housed, educated and safe.   

 

We would like to thank City Council Education Committee Chair Daniel Dromm and the 

members of the Committee on Education for holding today’s hearing and introducing several 

resolutions aimed at improving educational outcomes and experiences for New York city’s 1.1 

million public school children. 

 

We are pleased to submit comments on two of the proposed resolutions: (1) Res. No. 845-15 

which would call on the New York State Education Department (NYSED) to expand the State’s 

financial literacy and personal finance education curriculum to all grades K through 12 and (2) 

Res. No. 451-2014 which calls on the New York City Department of Education (DOE) to 

mandate school uniforms.   

 

CCC submits the following comments on these two resolutions: 

 

1. Res. No. 845-2015: Calling upon the New York State Education Department to 

expand the State’s financial literacy and personal finance education curriculum to 

all grades K through 12 

CCC supports Res. No. 845-2015. Providing New York City’s children with a solid financial 

education would help them learn how to make well-informed financial choices throughout their 

life. 

 

It is an unfortunate fact that many young people are not equipped with the basic financial 

knowledge that they need to navigate a world of student loans, credit cards, and retirement 

savings.1 Among American fifteen year olds, 18% were not able to understand basic concepts 

related to financial literacy.2 The failure to prepare students in this area sets them up for failure 

as they enter the workforce and adulthood.  On the other hand, research indicates that classroom-

based financial education and financial literacy results in greater knowledge of financial concepts 

and improved attitudes towards savings amongst students.3  These improvements persist over 

time, and students are able to reap the benefits of financial education in the future.4 

 

In light of this research, CCC strongly supports this resolution calling on NYSED to expand 

financial literacy training in grades K-12. To protect the financial well-being of all New Yorkers 

we must begin providing financial education at a young age. This will teach students to make 

wise financial decisions in the future. 

 

                                                           
1 Financial Literacy among the Young: Evidence and Implications for Consumer Policy, p. 21 (available at 

http://www.finrafoundation.org/web/groups/foundation/@foundation/documents/foundation/p122326.pdf).  
2 Students and Money: Financial Literacy Skills for the 21st Century, p. 61 (available at 

http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/PISA-2012-results-volume-vi.pdf).  
3 Financial Education and Account Access Among Elementary Students, p. 2 (available at 

http://cfed.org/assets/pdfs/AFCO_youth_brief.pdf).  
4 Id. at 4. 

http://www.finrafoundation.org/web/groups/foundation/@foundation/documents/foundation/p122326.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/keyfindings/PISA-2012-results-volume-vi.pdf
http://cfed.org/assets/pdfs/AFCO_youth_brief.pdf


2. Res. No. 451-2014: Calling upon the New York City Department of Education to 

mandate school uniforms 

CCC is not taking a position on Res. No. 451-2014 at this time. That said, we ask that if the City 

Council supports mandatory school uniforms that the Res. No. 451-2014 be amended to call for a 

single city-wide uniform in light of the significant challenges low-income families face in 

purchasing clothing.  Notably, homeless children too often change schools and could not afford 

new school uniforms each time.   Furthermore, if the NYC Department of Education does 

institute a mandate for school uniforms, we would be urging DOE to implement and for the City 

Council to pass legislation mandating a single city-side uniform. 

 

Almost 83,000 children in New York’s public schools lack a fixed, regular and adequate 

nighttime residence, a 25% increase since the 2010-2011 school year.5 These unstably housed 

students are over three times, and students in homeless shelters are over five times, as likely to 

attend two or more schools than permanently housed students.6 Many of these students switch 

schools when their shelter or in other unstable housing moves them far from their current 

schools, forcing a parent to choose between a long commute to maintain enrollment in their 

current school, or uprooting the student to begin in a new school.7 In addition to the challenges 

posted by frequent transfers, many of these children are facing financial hardship and lack access 

to basic facilities such as laundry.8 In fact, 76.5% of public school children are eligible for free or 

reduced price lunch.9 

 

In light of this, if DOE adopts mandatory uniforms CCC urges that consideration be given to 

adopting a single city-wide uniform.  A single city-wide uniform would permit temporarily 

housed students to comply with the dress code even in the event of a mid-year transfer and 

would also ease the financial burden faced by all low-income families. Families would not be 

required to purchase additional uniforms, families that moved or enrolled their children in a new 

school would not need new uniforms, and younger siblings would be able to use the school 

uniforms of their older siblings. The single city-wide uniform would be able also lessen 

economic distinctions between children’s’ clothing, lessening stigma. Furthermore, additional 

sets of the city-wide uniform could be provided free of charge by DOE to low-income families.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  

                                                           
5 Not Reaching the Door: Homeless Students Face Many Hurdles on the Way to School, p. 1 (available at 

http://www.ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/not-reaching-the-door-homeless-students-face-many-hurdles-on-the-way-to-

school.pdf).  
6 Id. at 11. 
7 Id. 
8 Id. at 17. 
9 DOE Demographic Snapshots (available at http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/schools/data/default.htm). 

http://www.ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/not-reaching-the-door-homeless-students-face-many-hurdles-on-the-way-to-school.pdf
http://www.ibo.nyc.ny.us/iboreports/not-reaching-the-door-homeless-students-face-many-hurdles-on-the-way-to-school.pdf


The New York City Department of Education should mandate school uniforms. I am Jarienn 
James , a third-year law student of New York Law School, writing to support Resolution 1

451-2014. As a law student, in the Caribbean and the USA, I focused primarily on children’s 
rights and education. As a student who wore uniforms from Grade 1-12, I believe making 
uniforms compulsory will promote unity, discipline, savvy spending practices and enhance the 
learning environment. I will discuss each of these arguments and address some of the likely 
concerns of opponents to mandatory uniforms.  

Unity 

Children are taught to distinguish people by class and race at a tender age. Wearing a uniform 
promotes the message that everyone is equal and will be held to the same standard. A child’s 
socio-economic status will not be readily identifiable. Further, wearing uniforms can promote 
school pride.  

Discipline 

Wearing a uniform promotes discipline and self-awareness. Students will have to follow certain 
requirements to comply with the uniform rules. It will be easier for children to see and 
understand when they do not comply with the dress code. Also, being in uniform readily 
identifies children as belonging to a particular school. This should motivate students to conduct 
themselves in an appropriate manner because they will be seen as ambassadors for the particular 
school. Therefore, it is likely that children will act in a manner to create a good reputation for 
their school.  
Also, being in uniform makes it easier for children to understand the authoritative chain within 
school. School uniforms “positively influence the perception of school-related behavior by both 
peers and teachers.”  Wearing uniforms creates a defining line between the student and the 2

teacher in the classroom. Students will more likely perceive the teacher as someone of authority 
and respond appropriately.  

Savvy Spending 

Parents will save money. They will only need to buy a few uniforms for the school year as 
opposed to several expensive clothes. There is a lot of peer pressure in school and children often 
pressure their parents to buy the latest trends.  Most parents don’t want their child to be bullied 
and many succumb to the pressure believing it’s one less thing for their child to worry about.  

Jarienn James, Juris Doctor Candidate 2016, Two -Year Honors Program, Legislative Advocacy Clinic, 1

JariennJames@gmail.com.

Dorothy Bahling, School Uniforms and Person’s Perception, Perceptual and Motor Skills, SAGE (1994), available 2

at http://pms.sagepub.com/content/79/2/723.full.pdf+html.



Enhanced Learning Environment 

Being in uniform will help students focus more on academics. There will be fewer distractions in 
the classroom. Students will worry less about what they will wear on the next day, if a classmate 
has the same top or skirt as them, how short or low their clothes can be or if their pants are too 
high, baggy or skinny. Being in uniform is also likely to reduce profiling of students because of 
the clothes they wear.  

Opponents’ Arguments  

The biggest argument by opponents is mandatory uniforms are a violation of a student’s First 
Amendment rights. Opponents cleverly use Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Comm. School District., 
393 U.S. 503 (1969) as support for their claim. In that case, the court held that a regulation 
suspending students for wearing dark armbands in protest of Vietnam War was improper unless it 
would “materially and substantially interfere with the requirements of appropriate discipline in 
the operation of the school.” However, opponents to mandatory uniforms ignore the fact that the 
court expressly stated that this case does not address “regulation of …the type of clothing…”; 
the decision only “involves direct, primary First Amendment rights akin to pure speech.” The 
Tinker test is only used when schools attempt to restrict a student’s particular message. Jacobs v. 
Clark County Sch. Dist., 526 F.3d 419 (2008). 

Mandatory uniforms will only restrict speech on a content-neutral basis and the Supreme court 
only requires the school’s policy to pass intermediate scrutiny, meaning the policy must further 
an important or substantial government interest; that government interest must be unrelated to 
the suppression of free expression; and any incidental restriction on First Amendment freedoms 
is no greater than is essential to the furtherance of that interest. Turner Broad. Sys. v. FCC, 512 
U.S. at 661-62. 

Promoting safety, unity and a better learning environment for students are substantial 
government interests and are all unrelated to the suppression of free expression. Finally, 
mandatory uniforms are a minor restriction on students’ free expression. Students can express 
themselves through many other avenues, including verbal communication with their peers, 
publishing articles, and they can wear whatever they like outside of the school. In addition, as set 
forth in the Tinker case, students have the right to augment their uniforms for political expression 
so long as their doing so does not materially and substantially disrupt the school environment. 

Therefore, I firmly support the call for the New York City Department of Education to mandate 
school uniforms. It is likely to result in a better learning environment for students and teachers, 
promote discipline as well as unity and relieve parents from some of their financial burdens. 
Resolution 451-2014 should be the new policy of the New York City Department of Education. 



From: Rachel Pincu-Singer 

Subject: Testimony on Res. 568-2015  

 
Dear Council Member Dromm, 
 
I am writing to ask that you reconsider and DO NOT pass Res. 568-2015 - Resolution calling upon the 
New York City Department of Education to establish Diwali as an official holiday for New York City public 
school students.  Please know that days off from school are extremely disruptive and difficult for 
working parents.  This disruption falls particularly hard on less-affluent parents, who cannot afford to 
miss work to stay home and care for their school-age children, and who cannot afford to pay someone 
else to watch them.   
 
Further, we choose for our children to attend a PUBLIC school system, and as such we expect that our 
schools not give preference to any one religion.  For this reason, rather than adding days off for each of 
the numerous religions observed in our extremely diverse city, I respectfully request that instead, you 
eliminate ALL religious days off and replace them with a system similar to corporations, where each 
public-school student is entitled to two or three floating excused absences which can be used for the 
religious holiday(s) of his/her choice.  (You could do the same for teachers, who I assume already are 
entitled to a certain number of paid days off.)  Alternatively, or in addition, you could perhaps allow 
individual schools the discretion to occasionally close for a holiday that is relevant to a majority of its 
students based on the community it serves.  Please do not add any more holidays to the school 
calendar. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rachel Pincu-Singer 
 
 
 
Rachel Pincu-Singer 
President  

Know and Tell LLC 

571.338.6169 

rpsinger@know-and-tell.com 

  

mailto:rpsinger@know-and-tell.com


From: Peggy Heeney 

Subject: proposed resolutions 

 
I have some comments on the proposed resolution from the City Council's Education Committee: 

Mandated uniforms:  I think overall is a good idea, as most kids do not look like they are dressed 
appropriately for school.  

While I like the idea of honoring everyone's holiday, the kids already have so many disruptions and 
breaks from school.  The DOE is raising the standards kids must meet, but there seem to be fewer days 
of education.  If this holiday is added, there will be more down the road.  Somewhere something will 
have to give, a shorter holiday for Christmas, earlier start dates, etc. 

Personal finance education is great.  Maybe the next generation won't get into as much financial trouble 
as the last.   

Foreign languages, especially other than Spanish.  My child attends a school with over a 60% Hispanic 
population, yet the only language offered is Spanish, which most of the kids already speak (and 
therefore have an advantage over the other kids) 

Thank you. 

  



From: Davida Weber  
Subject: Proposed ideas  
 
I like all the ideas except the school uniforms because I am afraid that 
buying them would place a financial burden on their parents. 
 
  



From: Susan Hibdon  
Subject: Proposed resolutions: foreign language and financial literacy  
 
Please take note of my SUPPORT for the resolutions to increase foreign 
language and financial literacy instruction.  
 
Both of these are necessary for students to succeed in "real life" in an 
international city and will open windows of opportunity to all students. 
 
Thank you, 
Susan Hibdon 
 
  



From: Kirsten Denker 
Subject: Mandatory school uniforms 
 

I'd like to register my opposition to the idea of mandatory school 
uniforms across DOE schools. I think pursuing this aim will waste a huge 
amount of time and effort as it will prompt a huge outcry from parents 
who don't want their kids to wear a uniform. I can't see what the 
possible upside of all that time and effort will be, even if it passes. I 
wore a school uniform as a child, and I realize there are benefits - but 
there are also disadvantages (imposing conformity and discouraging 
free expression) and I have no desire for my daughter to wear one. 
 
Yours 
Kirsten Denker 
Parent at PS9 Brooklyn 
  



From: Jim Kerwin 
Subject: Please vote no on Resolution 451-2014 - calling for a 
centralized mandate requiring school uniforms at all schools 
 

This is a ridiculous idea.  There does not need to be centralized control 
over what should be a local decision based on the conditions at a 
particular school.  Perhaps the city counsel could work on something 
more important like getting more funding for the schools.  
 
Jim Kerwin 
Brooklyn, NY  11238 
  



Subject: FW: Testimony In Support Of Res.568 To Establish Diwali As An Official Holiday For NYC Public 

School Students , Hearing On November 22 , 2016 

 
Honorable Council Members , Ladies & Gentlemen , 
 
 I am Mr. Vasantrai M. Gandhi , a businessman and a social activist , living in Queens since 1978 .Both of 
my sons studied in New York City public schools . I am a member of the Community Board , # 3 ,Queens 
for more than 25 years and was its Chairman for three years during 2006 to 2008 . I am bestowed  with 
many awards for community service by New York City , New York State and federal legislators as well as 
numerous non profit organisations. 
 
 U.S.A. is the oldest democracy and  India , with its population of more than a billion people , is the largest 
democracy in the world . U.S.A. and India have enjoyed cordial relations. Diwali is the most celebrated 
festival in India . Over  82 %  of India`s population follow Hinduism . To state it simply , India`s population 
of Hindus is more than the total population  of U,S.A. , Canada , U.K. and Scandinavian countries put to 
gather .  Hinduism is also widely followed in Nepal , Bangladesh, Sri Lanka , Caribean Islands , etc .  It is 
also practiced in large numbers by people of Indian descent  in South East African countries , Middle East 
and Europe. New York city is the home of  thousands of  Hindus . They are in different professions like 
medical doctors , engineers , architects , accountants ,information technologists, diamond dealers, 
garment importers and retail trade in New York City .  
 
Diwali is the last day of the Hindu calendar year . It also signifies success of GOOD over EVIL . It is the 
beginning of the  harvest season in India . Indians celebrate Diwali by lighting up a flame in a small pot 
made of earth .. In X`mas we light up candle . The theme is the same , Light up our understanding, 
knowledge  and respect for each other . 
 
My children , who study in New York City public schools, often asked us one question . How come we - 
Hindus - do NOT have a  holiday for our most celebrated festival of Diwali where as there are holidays 
for  festivals  of OTHER religions followed by their school mates ? We have no logical answer .It is high 
time that New York City removes this disparity and ESTABLISHES  Diwali as an official holiday.It 
will  improve  understanding of different religions ,cultures and heritage among students of different 
religions ..  
 
 You are aware that U.S. Post office - a Federal agency - has  recognized the importance of this festival 
and  recently issued a special DIWALI  stamp that too in FOREVER category . New York City is the 
world`s biggest city and it should be a pioneer in the U.S.A.in recognizing the most important festival of 
India . In India , both X`mas and New Year are public holidays at the city , state and federal level .  
 
I will be out of town on the day of hearing , so I am sending my testimony by email .Thank you for your 
understanding .God bless America . 
 
Vasantrai M. Gandhi , 
Jackson Heights , New York 11372 

  



From: Rohita Land 
Subject: Diwali - Testimony 
 

Good Day,  

My name is Rohita Land, formerly Rohita Shivnarain.  I’m a Hindu American-Indian woman who 
was raised in the Rockaways, this is where I attended Elementary and Junior High School.  At 
the time the Rockaways were predominantly white, in fact I was the only Indian person in my 
Elementary School!  It is said that children don’t see one another by the color of their skin and 
as a brown girl, I can tell you this is true.  I didn’t feel or know that I was any different from my 
peers; in fact the day I found out that I wasn’t white was the day I was talking to a friend who 
was jealous that I was brown and that no matter how much she tanned she wouldn’t get to be 
my color, only she would turn red.   

Color wise I realized I was a little different but culturally I didn’t know otherwise.  Until a 
Thanksgiving inspired lesson when a teacher asked about traditions around the table and if we 
say a prayer before the meal, if we say thanks, etc.  Students raised their hands to share their 
stories and I raised my hand to share a prayer in Hindi.  This prayer is the Hindu equivalent to 
“Our Father.”  I said my prayer and saw that my peers were looking at me differently.  They 
were shocked.  I realized at this moment that they didn’t know about this prayer and I was 
definitely a lot more different than I originally thought.  

My parents were adamant that their children learn about their religion and be immersed in it so 
we went to Mandir (Church) every weekend and participated in community events.  It was 
great but it wasn’t the same celebrating events with church people when all you wanted to do 
was celebrate with your friends at school.   My parents were inclusive of all religions and taught 
us about them to ensure that we were raised with an open mind.  In fact my parents sent us to 
Catholic School for a few years so; there I joined the choir, attended First Friday Mass and was 
the first one ready at home for Midnight Mass on Christmas Day.  These are memories that 
have shaped the woman I am today and wouldn’t change it for the world.   

At home we celebrated Christmas and Easter.  We were just like the other kids but the other 
kids were not like us.  It always seemed unfair that we were prepping for these holidays at 
school but MY holidays were ignored and I only prepared for them at home.  They were not 
acknowledged at all.  In fact I was penalized for a pop quiz that I missed as a result of my 
parents allowing us to stay home one holiday, never mind the fact that it was a religious day for 
my family and I.  My father worked tirelessly to petition and gain support so that the NYC Board 
of Education would recognized two popular Hindu Holidays, Holi and Diwali.  After all of his 
work, our holidays were recognized and we were allowed to be excused those days without 
penalization.  This was such a success!   

Today here we are with the Board of Education considering Diwali as a Holiday on the school 
calendar.  It brings joy to my heart that this has finally reached the table.   



My husband is a teacher and he strives, like my parents did for us, to make his students well 
rounded.  He exposes them to new words, talks about his travels, encourages them to use their 
imagination and be silly; all in hopes to ensure that our students are well rounded little people 
that learn, are open to learning and know that there is a great big world around them that they 
need to learn about.  Making Diwali part of the school calendar is a great step in helping round 
out our students.  Sure, I am happy as a Hindu woman in NY to see that our holiday is 
recognized but frankly that’s not a Hindu thing to say.  Hindus believe in inclusion, we are not a 
religion of individuality in fact its very community based.  Diwali is called the festival of lights 
but really it’s a time of reflection to allow goodness into your heart and home, it’s a time to 
reflect on your years past and your years ahead, it’s a time for realization.  That’s what all 
religions teach and it’s something that our students, not just Hindu students, should 
understand and embrace.   

 

With all of this said, I am so proud to see the very NYC schools that I was raised in, finally 
considering this inclusion.  It’s a great step and it’s a great lesson to teach our children.  I hope 
that Diwali is approved as an official holiday, it would really be a win for us all!  

 

Om Shanti Shanti Shanti! 

The above is a Hindu saying, usually something we say at the end of a prayer and it simply 
means “peace, peace, peace!”   

  

 
 
--  
-Rohita Land 

  



From: Randy Singh 
Subject: Diwali Holiday 
 

To Whom it may concern,  
 
My name is Randy Singh.  I believe Diwali should be a holiday, because we are a 
diverse city and many cultures and religions co exist.  We have celebrated other 
religious holidays besides the ones from Catholic and Christian descent. We have 
made strides as a nation and share multiple religious and cultural events, and 
have allowed families to teach their children about their cultures by giving them 
the day of the holiday to learn about the culture.  As Hindu born American, I have 
celebrated Diwali after school for many years, all the way into me joining the 
work force.  I know enough about my culture to know why Diwali is a important 
holiday. But as a child I would see my mother stay home from work and prepare 
for the holiday's events.  I would have loved to help my mother and learned more 
about why the house needed to be spotless for Diwali, but I couldn't stay home 
because I had school.  I wouldn't want todays children to miss out on learning 
about the traditions their families have kept for years. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Randy  
  



From: Erica Nofi 
Subject: Res 0451-2014 Comment 
 

Hi Jan, 
 
I received a notice about today's hearing on a resolution to ask DOE to implement 
mandatory school uniforms, and wanted to submit a comment. This strikes me as 
a policy that would not only be deeply unpopular with many parents--myself 
included--but that would also represent an unreasonable burden for many 
schools and parents, as well as a poor use of DOE resources to implement.  
 
Thank you!! 
Erica Nofi 
PS9 parent  
  



From: Susan Hibdon 
Subject: Proposed resolutions: mandatory uniforms 
 

Please take note of my OPPOSITION to the resolution to make uniforms 
mandatory for all NYC public school students.  
 
As a teacher, I have taught in both uniform and non-uniform schools, 
and enforcing a uniform policy detracts from the school environment 
without adding any benefits. Particularly at the high school level, 
students need to learn how to dress themselves appropriately for the 
situation, and when we force them to wear a uniform, they do not 
learn how to make those decisions for themselves. 
 
 As a parent, uniforms are nothing more than an annoyance. Contrary 
to the usual argument, they do not save money. My children have 
clothes already, so going out to buy a uniform costs me extra. 
 
Please note: I am not opposed to an optional uniform. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Susan Hibdon 
  



From: Jennifer Thomson 
Subject: opposition to mandatory school uniforms 
 

I would like to express my opposition to the proposal to 
institute  mandatory school uniforms across all NYC public 
schools.  My son attends PS9 in Brooklyn (Kindeargarten).   
 
Best Regards, 
Jennifer Thomson 
 
























