Int. No. 1182
By Council Members Chin, Mendez, Levine, Lander, Kallos, Gentile, Rosenthal, Vallone and Borelli (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to tracking and removing deed restrictions placed on city properties when they are sold or otherwise disposed of.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 384 of the New York City Charter is amended by adding a new subdivision c to read as follows:

c. The mayor, or his or her designee, shall maintain and update with any applicable changes not less than weekly a searchable electronic database of all real property of the city sold, exchanged or otherwise disposed of, the deed to which contains a deed restriction that is imposed by or on behalf of the city. Such database shall be posted on the city’s website, shall have the ability to produce reports by query and shall be published to the city’s open data portal in a non-proprietary format that permits automated processing and shall include, but not be limited to, the following information:

1. The location of the property including the borough, community board district, block and lot number;

2. The name and address of the person or entity to whom the property was disposed and the name and address of the current holder of the property interest if different;

3. A description of all restrictions contained in the deed to the property; 

4. A summary of the history of the restriction process including the date on which the restriction was imposed, and if the restriction was imposed as part of an application pursuant to section 197-c of this charter or pursuant to another provision of law or administrative process;

5. A copy of or electronic link to the relevant documents such as the deed conveyance; 

6. Any other information that the mayor, or his or her designee, deems relevant.

§ 2. Section 384 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new subdivision d to read as follows:

d. 1. The mayor, or his or her designee, shall provide notice of the proposed removal or modification of any deed restriction on real property of the city sold, exchanged or otherwise disposed of at least 60 days prior to its removal or modification to: (a) the borough president within whose borough the real property is located, (b) the council member within whose council district the real property is located and (c) the community board within whose community district the real property is located. Such notice shall be titled in large bold letters “Notice of Removal or Modification of Deed Restriction on Real Property.” 

2. At least 20 but not more than 30 days prior to the removal or modification of any such deed restriction the mayor, or his or her designee, shall hold a public hearing on the removal or modification of any such deed restriction. Such public hearing shall be held within the community district in which the subject real property is located. Notice of such public hearing shall be published in the city record for at least seven consecutive business days commencing at least 30 days and no more than 40 days prior to such public hearing, and such notice shall be mailed to (a) the borough president within whose borough the real property is located, (b) the council member within whose council district the real property is located and (c) the community board within whose community district the real property is located. No later than 20 days prior to the public hearing, a public file containing copies of the relevant deed and related public documents shall be made available for public review at the office of the community board in which the real property is located. This subdivision shall not apply to any removal or modification of a deed restriction that occurs pursuant to section 197-c of this charter.

§ 3. Section one of this local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law; provided, however, that the mayor, or his or her designee, may take all actions necessary for the implementation of section one, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date. Section two of this local law takes effect immediately.
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