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New York City Council 

 
Committee on Public Safety, Hon. Vanessa Gibson, Chairwoman 

 
May 3, 2016 

 
LiveOn NY thanks Committee on Public Safety Chairwoman Gibson for her leadership 
holding a hearing this issue that affects victims of crimes, including elder abuse victims, 
their families, caregivers and the entire city.   
 
LiveOn NY also thanks Intro. 1147 sponsor Council Member Laurie Cumbo, Speaker 
Mark-Viverito and cosponsors for their focus on the importance of serving victims of 
crime, including elder abuse victims.  
 
Background on Elder Abuse 
The 2011 Under the Radar: New York State Elder Abuse Prevalence Study found that 
over 260,000 older adults in the state of New York experienced some form of abuse in 
the year prior to the study.  It is estimated that 9%, or 120,000, older New York City 
residents are suffering from some form of abuse. Only 1 out of 24 overall cases are 
reported to law enforcement, Adult Protective Services (APS),  medical or social 
services and that number rises to 1 out of 44 when the case involves financial elder 
abuse.  Elder abuse cases are often very complex and require intense services and 
supports for the vulnerable victims.   These cases also often involve family members 
which add another layer of difficulty.  
 
While LiveOn NY agrees with the concept that it is important to provide services and 
support to victims of crime, due to the complexity and specific and varying needs of 
older adult victims, as well as all victims of crime, LiveOn NY respectfully offers the 
following recommendations re: Intro. 1147. 
 
Definitions must be inclusive of elder abuse victims and services 

• Definitions of crime victims must be inclusive of elder abuse victims. 
• Definitions of service providers and services must include elder abuse providers 

and services. 
 

Gathering input and coordination with other city agencies and offices 
Prior to passing legislation, we urge City Council to meet with and discuss important 
issues related to crime victims services with city agencies who work with crime victims, 
including elder abuse victims.  These agencies include, but are not limited to, 
Department for the Aging (DFTA), Human Resources Administration (HRA), District 
Attorneys’ Offices, the New York Policy Department (NYPD), the Mayor’s Office to 
Combat Domestic Violence (OCDV) and others.  We also would like to better 
understand how a new office would coordinate with these agencies to serve crime 
victims.  City Council should also seek input from city-contracted agencies , including 
elder abuse providers, who currently serve crime victims to gather valuable input prior to 
passage of legislation.  
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Protecting confidentiality and privacy of victims 
Regarding data collection from providers, it is very important to protect the privacy of 
crime victims, as these issues can be very sensitive.  This is an example where it would 
be crucial for City Council to talk with crime victims service providers for their input, prior 
to passage of the legislation. 
 
Reporting burdens must not be onerous or duplicative 
City contracted agencies must already submit a great deal of information to the city as 
part of their ongoing work.  City council should closely examine reporting requirements 
to ensure any new reporting requirements are not duplicative or onerous. 
 
While LiveOn NY supports the concept of supporting victims of crime, including elder 
abuse victims, LiveOn NY believes  the legislation as written calls for some further 
exploration.   
 
LiveOn NY thanks City Council for the opportunity to testify on these initiatives aimed at 
protecting our city’s vulnerable older adults and residents.  
 
About LiveOn NY:  LiveOn NY is dedicated to making New York a better place to age.   
Founded in 1979, with a membership base of more than 100 organizations ranging from 
individual community�based centers to large multi�service organizations, LiveOn NY is 
recognized as a leader in aging.  LiveOn NY’s membership serves over 300,000 older 
New Yorkers annually and is comprised of organizations providing an array of 
community based services including elder abuse prevention and victims’ services, case 
management for homebound seniors, multi�service senior centers, congregate and 
home�delivered meals, affordable senior housing with services, transportation, NORCs 
and other services intended to support older New Yorkers.  LiveOn NY connects 
resources, advocates for positive change, and builds, supports and fosters innovation.  
Our goal is to help all New Yorkers age with confidence, grace and vitality. 
 














