


























Statement of AAA Northeast, Inc. before the New York City Council Committee on Transportation

New York, NY – April 18, 2016

Good afternoon. AAA Northeast, which serves over 570,000 members in the five boroughs of New York

City and over 1.6 million drivers in the metropolitan area, is pleased to submit this testimony, and we

would like to thank the Committee on Transportation for holding this hearing.

We write to comment on Intro. 1124, which would establish a pilot program for electric vehicle charging

spaces. The idea of a pilot program for street parking spaces for electric vehicles is a reasonable one.

However, we wonder if there is sufficient demand to justify the expense. Since 2010, electric and plug-in

hybrid vehicles have been eligible for a federal tax credit up to $7500. This rebate has contributed to a

modest increase in demand for electric vehicles, as will a newly enacted $2000 credit from New York

State.

But electric vehicles still remain a distinct minority. Of the 1.88 million registered passenger vehicles in

New York City, only 500 are classified as electric by the Department of Motor Vehicles – approximately

a quarter of one percent.1 The majority of these vehicles are in Manhattan, and over 70% of the electric

vehicles across the five boroughs are Teslas – most of which, we suspect, are stored in garages or

driveways.

Borough Electric Vehicles
Bronx 25
Brooklyn 72
Manhattan 256
Queens 107
Staten Island 40
Total 500

While automakers have made great strides in electric and hybrid vehicle technology, consumers’ recent

preferences have been for less fuel-efficient vehicles. About half of all vehicles registered in New York

City are sedans. But thanks in part to lower gas prices, only 43% of 2015 models were sedans, as buyers

increasingly opted for larger vehicles.

AAA is committed to promoting green vehicles by educating our members about their benefits and

specifications. We have told our members that they may regret buying larger vehicles if low gas prices do

not last. Later this week, AAA will release our annual Green Car guide, which uses AAA automotive

research to rank green cars on fuel economy, emissions, and other factors. The Green Car Guide also is

hosted on our website at aaa.com/GreenCar, where consumers can use an interactive tool to find the best

vehicle for them. Our Electric Vehicles website discusses the benefits of driving electric, shows fuel cost

savings, and includes a map of nearby charging locations.

1
Data from NYS Open Data portal, “Vehicle, Snowmobile, and Boat Registrations,” updated March 11, 2016.



We see benefits to encouraging electric vehicle usage, and recognize that this is a chicken-or-the-egg

problem. However, given the many competing uses for the curb, results from other northeastern cities,

and the high cost of on-street chargers, a wide-scale on-street pilot program should be a lower priority

than maximizing the use of currently-underutilized charging stations in municipal garages.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for your interest in these matters.
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Memorandum of Support 
 

Intro. 1124-2016 

A Local Law in relation to establishing a pilot program for the installation of street parking electric 

vehicle charging stations.  

 

 

The New York League of Conservation Voters strongly supports Intro 1124, a bill that would 

require the Department of Transportation to establish a pilot program for the installation of street 

parking electric vehicle charging stations.     

 

Intro 1124 is a natural extension of New York City’s efforts to encourage zero emission vehicles 

in both the public and private sectors.  The launch of NYC Clean Fleet by Mayor de Blasio will 

take the city’s municipal fleet, which now operates more than 300 full-use electric vehicles 

(EVs) to more than 2,300 over the next decade, the largest municipal EV fleet in the country.1    

 

This success and momentum can be harnessed within the private sector by assuring EV 

infrastructure is available and accessible to the public.  According to the 2015 DOT Electric 

Vehicle Advisory Committee Report there are 260 publically available charging stations, but the 

vast majority of these are located in private parking facilities in Manhattan.2  Intro 1124 will 

ensure that electric vehicle charging stations are visible and accessible spurring greater consumer 

confidence.  Convenient charging infrastructure coupled with New York State’s consumer rebate 

toward the purchase of new electric vehicles will spur demand and create a vibrant zero emission 

vehicle market.   

 

New York City is home to more than two million vehicles, which accounted for 24 percent of the 

city’s total greenhouse gas emissions in 2013.3 We can address these emissions by supporting 

zero emission vehicles. Intro 1124 is the right step towards expanding publically available 

infrastructure and encouraging consumer confidence in the electric vehicle market. The State has 

committed to increasing electric vehicle use and the City should continue to lead in both the 

public and private market.  

                                                 
1 http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcas/html/employees/fleet.shtml 

2http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:4yHwy_TSMNQJ:www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/

2015-electric-vehicle-report.pdf 

3http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:QFSxfRUv7p4J:www.nyc.gov/html/planyc/downloads/pd

f/NYC_GHG_Inventory_2014.pdf+&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us 








