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[ sound check, background comrents, pause]

CHAI RPERSON KOO  Are we ready?

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON KOO  Good norni ng, everyone.
This is the Subcomm ttee on Landmarks, Public Siting
and Maritinme Uses. |I'mthe chair of the commttee.
I"m Peter Koo from Queens, and on our conmttee today
we have Council Menber Kall os, Council Menber Mendez
and Council Menber Barron. And today we have
Application No. LU 256, Application No. 201455730
HKQ the Bank of the Manhattan Conpany Building in
Long Island Gty in Council Menber Van Braner's
district, which Council District is 26. And today,
we have M ke Omnen and Mark Sil berman fromLPC to
testify for this item Wuld you Iike to begin

M KE OAEN:  Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOO You | ook like the first
person. [sic]

M KE OAEN:  Good norning Chair Koo and
conmmttee nenbers. So, I'mMke Onen and this is
Mark Sil berman and we are representing the Landmarks
Preservation Comm ssion to testify on the
Conmmi ssion's designation of the Bank of Manhattan

Conmpany Buil ding at 29-27 Queens Plaza North in
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Queens. For clarity on the | ot that was designated,
LPC designated as a | andmark site Bl ock 4030, Lot 21
in part to reflect the footprint of the original
tower and extension. After the building was
constructed in 1927, the tax lot was nodified to
include | ater crucians [sp?]and a parking lot. The
desi gnated site does not include these |ater portions
of the lot. So as it was going to designation the

| ot was conbined with the adjacent lots, and then
subdi vi ded and re-nunbered and a new | ot nunber 9 was
created to coincide with a designated site.

On April 21, 2015, the Land Marks
Preservation Conmm ssion held a public hearing on the
proposed designation of the Bank of Manhattan Conpany
buil ding. The hearing was advertised in accordance
with the provisions of law. At that hearing, there
were six speakers in favor of the designation,

i ncludi ng representatives of the owner, the Historic
Districts Council and the Society for the
Architecture of the City. There were no speakers
opposed to the designation, and the Comm ssion al so
recei ved approximtely 100 letters supporting the
designation including letters from Queens Borough

Presi dent Melinda Katz, Council Menber Van Bramer and
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Queens Community Board One. In addition, as well,
there was a petition signed by nearly 1,600 people.

The Bank of Manhattan Conpany buil di ng
has been a recogni zabl e structure in Long Island City
for nearly a century. The opening of the Queens
Borough Bridge in 1909 hel ped a section of the city
to develop into an inportant comrercial center. The
bank buil di ng was dedicated in May 1927, indicating
instant | andmark. Thereby, thousands of people from
passengers cars and el evator transit routes.
Desi gned by Architect Mirrell Smth, the buil ding
served as a rem nder of the bank's far reaching
commtnent to the citizens of the borough. It
received the award for the best business building in
Queens in 1927 fromthe Queens Chanmber of Comrerce.
This building is notable for many reasons. The 11-
story building's nost promnent feature is the
sl ender clock tower with four large glass faces with
Roman nuneral s and crenul ated crown. The buil ding
al so features a double height |inestone base, curved
[sic] continuous balustrades, and tan and brown brick
facades with terracotta details.

Even with alterations to the base in the

1960s, the elevations retain the Neo-Gothic style
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including the small rooftop reliefs with the God
Cceanus, synbol of the bank and the bank's initials.
Accordingly, the Landmarks Preservati on Comm ssion
urges you to affirmthis designation. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON KOO:'  Thank you. So what is
the current use of the buil ding now?

MKE OAEN:. Um it's--it's nostly a
comercial building and it's--yeah

CHAI RPERSON KOO And t hey have a bank
t here now?

M KE OAEN:  Currently--currently, no
don't believe so. | believe that's sort of--it's
commercial in those spaces.

MARK SI LBERMAN: | think it's vacant
ri ght now.

CHAI RPERSON KOO So it's vacant?

MARK SI LBERVAN:  Yeah

M KE OAEN: At the base yeah

CHAI RPERSON KOO So there's nobody using
t he buil di ng?

MARK SI LBERVAN:  So the building is--it's
Mark Sil berman, General Counsel. The buil di ng was

purchased by a devel oper as part of a much | arger
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site, and will at sone be incorporated in sonme form
into that new devel opnent.

CHAI RPERSON KOO Fine, sir. Thank
Counci | Menber Barron, do you have a questions.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON KOO Counci | Menber Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you so a
new devel oper has purchased this building. Presently
it's coomercial. What are the plans for the new
devel oper who's conming with that space? And the
reason | asked is because there's a simlar building
to this one |located i n Downtown Brooklyn, the bank on
Laf ayette and Fl at bush Avenue, and that was converted
to tenants for residential. So |I was wondering what
are the plans for this one going forward? Do you
know?

MARK SI LBERVAN:  The--the devel oper is
putting fromwhat | understand primarily a
residential building behind it. There will be
commerci al buildings, portions of it on the sides,
and 1'mnot sure they thensel ves know how they're
going to use the historic building yet.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Ckay, thank you.
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MARK SI LBERMAN:  And Counci | Menbers,
just so it's clear, the Designation Report that--that
we sent you has as the |landmark site as--as M ke
said, um Tax Map Lot 21 in part, and we will be
doling a Scribner's correction due to | ot
subdi vision, and we renamng of it to Lot 9.

CHAI RPERSON KOO [off mic] Any nore
questions? [on mc] Any nore questions fromthe
public? Yeah, so we are going to close the public
hearing on this item

M KE OAEN:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KOO Thank you. So, we're
going to call the roll for today, and--and the Chair
recommends a yes vote, and Council Menber Van Braner
al so recommends a yes vote. | vote yes.

CLERK: Council Menber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | vote aye.

CLERK:  Council Menber Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | vote aye.

CLERK: Council Menber Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: | vote aye.

CLERK: Land Use No. 256 is approved with

4 votes in the affirmative, 0 in the negative and 0O
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abstentions, and is referred to the full Land Use
Commi tt ee.

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON KOO  So the neeting is
adj our ned.

[ gavel ]
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