






















































































Testimony of Vincent Pellecchia
Tri-State Transportation Campaign
New York City Council
Committee on Transportation
Tuesday, June 30, 2015 10:00am

My name is Vincent Pellecchia, and I’m the general counsel with the Tri-State Transportation
Campaign, a non-profit organization working toward a more balanced, transit-friendly and
equitable transportation system in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut.

We strongly support Intro 0847-2015. As an organization working for a more sustainable
transportation network in the City and throughout the region, we believe it is good policy to
understand the impacts of cars in our region. In New York City in particular, Uber and other e-
hailing applications have been the stimulus for 25,000 more for-hire vehicles (a two-thirds
increase) in the City since 2011, making these and other livery vehicles virtually omnipresent.

While for-hire vehicles help reduce the need for car ownership throughout NYC, the
proliferation of these vehicles on our streets presents safety, environmental, congestion and
infrastructure maintenance challenges. And, it has impacts on other more sustainable
transportation modes such as bus transit. Data shows that the growth in for-hire vehicles has
slowed bus speeds by 5%. Intro 0847-2015 will shed some light on these challenges.

As such, we believe Intro 0847 provides an opportunity for further insight into the livery
industry’s impacts on these aspects of New York City transportation.
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The Partnership for New York City is a nonprofit organization working to enhance the 
economy of the five boroughs of New York City and maintain the city’s position as the 
pre-eminent global center of commerce, innovation and economic opportunity. 
 
In 2013, we published the NYC Jobs Blueprint, a report which lays out what city leaders 
must do to accelerate job creation. A key finding is that the steady job growth we 
experienced over the last decade did not happen by accident; instead, there were 
deliberate public-private efforts to support the growth of new industries.  
 
Cutting-edge companies often confront unique hurdles that must be overcome in order 
to achieve large-scale growth and create jobs here. For example, the tech industry needed 
access to a larger pool of skilled engineers in order to expand operations in NYC rather 
than Boston or Silicon Valley. New York responded by launching the Applied Sciences 
initiative, which established partnerships with great universities and will more than 
double the number of engineering graduate students and faculty in the city.  
 
Similarly, a 2001 study by the Partnership identified the lack of commercial lab space as 
a major obstacle to growth of the life sciences sector in NYC. As a result, the City and 
State provided incentives for development of the first commercial science park, the 
Alexandria Center, which now houses research labs for Pfizer, Eli Lilly and Roche 
Pharmaceuticals. Employment in the sector reached more than 11,500 in 2010; up from 
about 2,000 jobs in 2001. 
 



We urge NY City and State to formalize a process for working with the companies and 
industries of the future so that they may flourish in New York. Last week, the City 
Initiatives for Technology, Innovation and Entrepreneurship (CITIE) released a study 
comparing the economic development practices of 40 international cities. NYC received 
high marks in many areas, but its major shortcoming is its inability to adapt policies to 
new technology, leaving some new business models struggling to take off. Many 
innovative companies, including those in the for-hire vehicle industry, have new ways of 
doing business that don’t fit (easily) into the existing landscape or regulatory framework. 
Instead of fostering an adversarial climate or imposing arbitrary caps, however, Boston 
and the UK have worked hand-in-hand with companies to figure out how to support 
their growth while maintaining necessary public and consumer protections.  
 
Earlier this year, Uber struck a deal to share data with the city of Boston in order to 
manage growth, relieve congestion and expand public transportation. Similarly, the UK 
government has sponsored studies and pilots to better understand the changing needs of 
these businesses and the preferences of consumers which is driving demand.  
 
To continue to benefit from the innovation economy, NYC must follow suit by welcoming 
these innovative, new companies who are growing because of consumer demand. The 
private sector looks forward to partnering with the City Council and other stakeholders 
to establish a formal process for doing so. Thank you.  
 
 



 
 

Memorandum 
 

To: Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, Chair of the New York City Transportation 

Committee 

 

Cc: Kelly Taylor, Counsel to the New York City Council  

 

From: Matt Mincieli, Northeast Region Executive Director, TechNet 

 

Date: June 30, 2015 

 

Re: Testimony in opposition to Council bills 842 and 847 

 

Councilor Rodrigues, and through you to the members of the transportation committee, good 

afternoon and thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition to bills 842 and 847. My 

name is Matt Mincieli, and I am the Northeast Region executive director at TechNet. TechNet is 

a member association made up of CEOs and senior executives from over 70 of the nations 

leading tech and innovation companies.  

 

I am here today to express my concern over this proposed legislation, which unfortunately 

represents yet another attack on the innovation industry in New York City. Faced with 

extraordinary demand for ways to move around the city, New York City’s leadership should 

encourage options like Uber to continue providing more ride options to New Yorkers.   

Technology innovations like those offered by Uber are the solution to congestion, not the 

problem.   

 

As one example of the benefits that innovative technologies can bring, Uber has committed to 

taking 1 million cars off the road through the creation of a carpooling service. But if the City 

passes these proposals that strike at the heart of the free market principles of supply and demand, 

the unintended consequences will make rides less reliable, more expensive and New Yorkers will 

be discouraged from using this service.   

 

Right now, over 2.7 million cars use the toll-free bridges leading into New York every day - to 

say nothing of the cars that use tolled bridges and tunnels - yet this proposal from the council 

singles out For hire vehicles as the problem, when TechNet sees their technology as the solution.  

Congestion is certainly an issue that should be studied - but the city should not be targeting a 

small subset of the industry, much less singling out a single company and restricting its ability to 

respond to consumer demand.  NYC has over 10k plug in electric vehicles now and the number 

is growing. Should the City study the environmental impact of electric vehicle use in NYC? Of 



course. Should the city put a moratorium on plug in stations and discourage electric vehicles use 

in City while they conduct their environmental impact study? Of course not. 

 

The total number of FHVs affiliated with bases that use Uber make up less than one percent 

(1%) of vehicles on the streets and those vehicles are never all on the road at the same time, yet 

they are being targeted as the main cause of congestion, simply due to rapid growth and 

popularity. 

 

The tech community is an important sector of the NYC economy and should be leveraged to 

solve the problem of congestion that has plagued New York City for decades, not have their 

growth limited. On behalf of TechNet, I respectfully urge you to vote against a cap on vehicles 

and work with the tech community to come up with an innovation solution to the transportation 

problems NYC is facing. 

 


























