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COWM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOWM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C
SCHOOLS

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Good afternoon
everyone. Welcone to the city council. | am Counci
Menber Vanessa G bson of the 16'" district in the
Bronx and I'’m proud to chair the City Counci
Committee on Public Safety. | also want to thank ny
fell ow co-chairs here with us; Council Menber Danny
Dromm Chair of the Education Conm ttee and Counci
Menmber Chai m Deut sch chair of the Subconmittee on
Non- Publ i ¢ School s and t hank each of themfor co-
chairing this very inportant hearing this
afternoon. 1'd also like to thank nmenbers of all of
the commttees who are here and | wel cone you al
to this very inportant hearing. Today we are
exam ni ng school climte and school discipline
codes and the critical issue of school safety in
the city of New York. The safety of our students is
of paranount inportance to everyone and we depend
on our school safety agents to play a critical role
in ensuring the safety of our students, our
parents, and our educators. It is essential that we
strike a delicate bal ance between education and
public safety. A m sguided enphasis on discipline

nust not derail the educational environment of our
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students. Detention should be the |ast resort and
not the first. We need a cultural shift to ensure
that our students are a pipeline to success and not
a pipeline to jail or prison but rather college and
careers. W nust focus our energies on education
and providing sufficient resources to better enable
the prevention and de-escal ati on of problem
situations before they get out of hand. A

di sciplinary systemthat treats all students
equally with respect and dignity can only be

achi eved through transparency and accountability. I
want to recogni ze and appl aud our mayor Bill de

Bl asi 0 and our education chancellor Carnen Farina
for their recent announcenent in February on a
focus on school climate and disciple reforns. Sone
of these reforns include creating a new school

di sci pline code and inplenmenting restorative
justice prograns in our schools. Strategies to
support court involved students reduci ng an

ef fective suspensions and decreasing a reliance on
9-1-1 calls to address behavioral issues are al
geared to inproving the overall safety and school
climate. Through this partnership with the NYPD

School Safety, The Mayor’s O fice of Crim nal
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Justice, The City Council, Departnent of Education,
communi ty groups, advocacy groups, and in
particul ar many of our students this adm nistration
has established the school climte | eadership team
to report on the progress of these reforns and
create a climate in al New York Gty public schools
that pronote student safety and dignity, creative
approaches to prevention and a refocus on school
resources such as conflict nediation and ot her
tool s that deescal ate many school infractions. | am
pl eased to know that this school climte |eadership
teamis conposed of principals, educators, parents,
students, union representatives, and others from
the various agencies, city council representatives
and various conmunity and advocacy groups.
Prevention not detention is the ultimate goal. In
furtherance of these goals we wll be hearing three
bills this afternoon. |I'’m proud to be cosponsoring
Intro 730 which expands and anends the current
student safety act with ny coll eague Corey Johnson
chair of our Health Commttee to enphasize the

I nportance of this bill to me on a personal |evel
this is the very first bill for which I amthe |ead

sponsor that is heard in this conmttee on public
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safety. And |I’mvery proud of that. Through this

| egi slati on the DOE and NYPD would be required to
report the number of tinmes EMS or NYPD is called to
school s, nmultiple suspensions for the sane student,
t he nunber of times nmechanical restraints or
handcuffs are used on students, the nunber of netal
detectors in schools, and reporting on all
conpl ai nt s made agai nst school safety agents.
Counci | Menber Johnson will speak further about
this legislation. Intro 65 which we’re hearing

t oday cosponsored introduced by Council Menber
David Geenfield, chair of our Land Use Conmittee,
requi res school safety agents to be placed at
public, non-public schools if the school requests
one. Council Menber Geenfield will speak nore
about this legislation in detail. Intro 719 we're
al so hearing sponsored by Council Menber Ritchie
Torres, Chair of our Public Housing Conmttee, this
bill requires the DOE to report to the council and
post on its website the ratio of guidance

counsel lors to school safety agents. Council Menber
Torres woul d al so speak further about this

| egi slation. Today we’'ll be hearing first from

menbers of the public including advocates,
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students, and parents followed by the
adm ni stration joining us at 3:00 which w |
i nclude the NYPD School Safety, Department of Ed
and the Mayor’'s O fice of Crimnal Justice. After
the adm nistration we will continue with nore
testinony fromnenbers of the public. | like to
t hank and recogni ze all of the nenbers of ny team
of the Public Safety Committee for their efforts
and hard work in putting this hearing together. CQur
Counci| Deepar Anbicar [sp?], our |egislative
anal yst Beth CGol | ub, our Policy Analyst Lorrie \Wen,
Robert Col andra, Bryan Crow, and the rest of ny
team on finance, Ellen Aang, Regi na Perada Ryan,
Frisa Ali, Pascal Brenard, and Theodore Mbore in
the Speaker’s O fice. | know we have a lot to get
to and I want to recogni ze ad thank all of our
educators and our students who are here to testify
this afternoon. And now | will turn this hearing
over to ny first Co-Chair, Chair of Education
Counci | Menber Danny Dronmm

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Thank you very
much. And good afternoon. |’ m Council Menber Dani el
Dronmthe Chair of the Education Conmttee. | want

to thank ny co-chairs Council Menber G bson and
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Counci | Menber Deutsch for their work with me here
today. Also thank you to the bills’ sponsors
Council Menbers G bson, Geenfield, and Torres who
we, who we will hear fromshortly. And of course
thanks to all of you for turning out today to
listen and to discuss the issues at hand. Today’s
hearing is big. As you heard from Chair G bson it

I ncl udes oversight and three builds. However it’s
not just big because of the substance of

| egi sl ati on and amount of testinony we'll be
hearing but al so big because the matters being

di scussed are of utnost inportance. The safety and
security of students while in school is not only a
key conponent to their success of students but
essential to their overall health and wellbeing in
general. A school’s culture or climte should be
wel com ng and supportive. As a former |ongtine
teacher | know that the tenner, tenner of the
princi pal affects teachers and adm ni strators that
ripples to the student body. If done properly it
can be a transform it can be transformng in the
life of a child. And with that said | also need to
express that | personally do not believe that

school safety agents should be under the
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jurisdiction of the NYPD. Let ne repeat that. | do
not believe that school safety agents should be
under the jurisdiction of the NYPD. | strongly
bel i eve that principals should have a final say in
what happens in their schools and how a student is
treated. It is ny opinion that this transfer of
power during a previous admnistration was a

m stake. | believe it was a pivotal nonent that
whi | e probably unintended created a climte that
crimnalizes juvenile behaviors with an enphasis on
puni shment rather than on de-escal ati on and
conflict resolution. W have heard a nunber of
horror stories about students being mstreated and
m shandl ed under this type of policing in our
school s. For exanple recently, and I’mreally upset
about this and I’ mgoing to question the DOE
heavily on this issue, at John J. Hi gh School
Canmpus, Park Sl ope School, a student whose broken
gl asses, and | need the public and people to

under stand what courage it takes first for a
student to put gl asses on because often tines
they’ re harassed and teased or bullied just for
wearing gl asses, but for a student to put on

glasses with a safety pin on it and still want to
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go to school to be confronted with the type of

viol ence actually that he met at the school door

t hat norning and being deenmed as a threat by school
safety agents. Now |’ m not sure what damage pin
could do in soneone’s eyeglasses but I’mgoing to
ask nore questions about that |ater. \Wat happened
is that when the student refused to renove the pin,
renmenber they’ re holding together his glasses, the
school safety agent confiscated his glasses. Then
when he tried retrieving the glasses which he nost
likely relies on he was thrown to the ground and
handcuffed. This is a child, okay, who was treated
this way, a child under our care. After that while
he was in the principal’s office witing the
account of the incident he was allegedly recuffed
and i ssued a sumons which still stands accordi ng
to newspaper stories as of this norning. It’s not

t he student who shoul d have been handed the
sumons. This is wong on so many |evels. This kind
of treatnment of students in schools is
reprehensible. Wth proper training that includes
how to work wi th children, because renenber our
students are children, and principal oversight,

many of these incidents wouldn’t reach this |evel
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of egregiousness. | also question what kind of a
system has nore police trained safety agents than
gui dance counsellors. Let ne say that again. | also
question what kind of a system has nore police

trai ned safety agents than gui dance counsell ors.
And | can’t help but thinking we’'re on the wong
path. | know that the chancell or has expressed her
desire to increase principal control and to

i ncorporate restorative justice practices so I’'m
hopeful that the climate will inprove but do
strongly urge you to reconsider many of these
practices. I’mgoing to stop here but I want to
thank nmy staff as well for the work that they ve
done for this hearing. And | want to thank Asia
Shawnburg [sp?] who is nmy council, Jan Atwell the
policy analyst, and Joan Pavol ney [sp?] for all the
work that they’ ve done in preparing for this
hearing. And | thank you again for com ng and now I
will turn it over to ny co-chair Council Menber
Deut sch, Chair of the Subconmmttee on Non-Public
Schools who will say a few words and then we wll
hear fromthe other bills’ sponsors. Madam Chair

t hank you.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

CO CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Thank you
Chairs G bson and Dromm and thank you all for
joining us today. And I want to thank the committee
staffers and ny staff for the hard work in
preparing for today’' s hearing. W are here today to
listen to and consider testinony into one
particular intro that I’mvery concerned about and
that’s Intro 65, a local |law that would require
many of the adm nistrative code of the city of New
York in relation to requiring the New York City
Pol i ce Departnment to assign school safety agents to
publ i c and non-public schools upon the request of
such non-public schools. These are turbulent tines.
It is rare for a week to go by without hearing of a
violent and sonetinmes fatal attack sonewhere in the
worl d. Disturbingly recent trends indicate a rise
in violent attacks on children attendi ng cl asses.
Here in New York Gty our public school children
are protected by NYPD school safety agents assigned
to every public school when ensure the safety and
security to ensure the safety and security of our
children. These sane protections are currently not
provided to the 265 thousand students of non-public

schools. In recent years we have been shaken by
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attacks on schools and the US including in 1999 the
Col unmbi ne Hi gh School Massacre that left 13 dead
and 21 injured. In 2007 Virginia Tech massacre they
left 32 dead and 17 injured. In 2008 North Illinois
University shooting that left five dead and 21
injured. In 2012 Sandy Hook El enentary School
shooting that left 26 first grade students and
teachers dead. And around the world in 2004, 2004
Beslan in school in North Osetia Russia terrori st
attack that left at |east 386 dead and over 700
injured. In 2008 Mercaz HaRav Yashiva attack in
Jerusalemthat |eft eight dead and seven, seven
wounded, wounded. In 2012, and this is in, in,

Toul ouse school shooting in France that left three
school chil dren dead. And 2014 in Peshawar school
attack in Pakistan that left 141 children dead and
130 injured. And just two weeks ago in Garissa
University College attack in Kenya that left 141
students dead. And just yesterday April 13'" a
school enpl oyee was killed in a shooting on the
canmpus of Wayne County Community College in Gl sbar
in North Carolina. Now these tragic killings are a
stark rem nder of the peril facing our children

whenever they enter the confines of an educati onal




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

institution. The threat is a reality to all of our
schools. In ny district alone there have been
recent incidents of trespassing and on public
school s that woul d have ended di sastrously if not
for the quick response of alert school staff
menbers who averted potentially dangers
confrontations. Qur first and forenost priority is
the safety and well being of all our precious
precious children. The passage of Intro 65 wl|
hel p to ensure protection for nearly 1.4 mllion
children in our city who attend public and non-
public schools. And unfortunately while, while I
listen to ny, to nmy coll eague here Council Menber
Dronm regar di ng gui dance counsellors it’s
unfortunately that, it’s unfortunate that guidance
counsel l ors cannot protect the outdoors, the
bui |l di ng of our l|local schools. So that’s why we
need to rely on under NYPD we need to rely on
school safety, NYPD school safety office and I | ook
forward to hearing positive testinony on ensuring
that all our schools are equally protected with
school safety agents. Thank you very nuch

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very much

chairs Dronm and Chair Deutsch. | appreciate your
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| eadershi p and hel ping ne co-chair this hearing
today. I'd like to acknow edge the presence of
menbers of the city council our coll eagues Counci
Menbers Rory Lancman, Mark Treyger, David
G eenfield, Antonio Reynoso, Danny Dromm Chaim
Deut sch, Corey Johnson, Julissa Ferreras, Steve
Matteo, and Vincent Gentile. And now we’'re going to
have opening remarks fromthe three prine sponsors
of the three legislation that we’'re hearing this
afternoon. We're going to start with Intro 65 which
amends the admi nistrative code of the city of New
York in relation to requiring the NYC Police
Departnent to assign school safety agents to public
and non-public schools upon the request of such
schools. Qur prinme sponsor Council Menber David
G eenfi el d.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you
Chair G bson and thank you for your overal
| eadership as a public safety guru here in the city
of New York, an advocate we’'re certainly very
grateful for that. | also want to thank Chair Danny
Dromm who' s an out spoken fighter on behal f of al
of our school children here in New York Gty and

especially want to thank Council Menber Deutsch
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who' s been a hardworking partner with me on this

pi ece of legislation and his role as the char of

t he Non-Public School Committee of the New York
Cty Council, certainly grateful for his support.
You know I’ m actually very pl eased that

I ntroduction 65 conmes wth overwhel m ng counci
support. 46 out of 51 council nenbers support this
l egislation. | think the reason, it’s sinple. It’s
a matter of public safety. W want to nmake sure
that all of our children are safe. It’s not just
counci| nmenbers who support it. But we actually
have a support fromthe spectrum of the non-public
school world, the catholic comunity relations
council, the orthodox union, the archdi ocese of New
York, the diocese of Brooklyn and Queens, Agudath

I srael of Anerica, the Mislim Community NetworKk,
the Islam c School Association, the New York State
Associ ation of Independent Schools as well as
teanster locals 237. The concept is really sinple
and that is that no parent should have to worry
about their child when they go to school. W have a
| ongstanding history in New York City and New York
State at providing the basics for non-public school

education. Every child in this city whether they go
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to public or non-public school goes on a bus in the
norning. That bus is paid for by the city and
state. And they' re safe when they go on that bus
and we have standards on that bus. But once they
get off that bus and they enter into their non-
public schools now they' ' re at risk because in npst
cases nost schools and nost children do not have
any security. But it’s nore than just bussing. W
provi de food services. W provide school books. W
provi de conputers. W al so provi de nursing which
the council did a few years ago understandi ng that
heal th and safety of children was sonething that
was inportant. | think that my council coll eague
Counci | Menber Deutsch articulated very well the
risks and threats that we have not just from
international terror being |ocated here in New York
Cty but also the threats that we face donmestically
froman active shooter situation. W live in New
York. It's the greatest city in the world and as a
result everybody wants to cone here; the good, the
bad, and the ugly. The good of course are children
who are innocently going to school every day and
deserve to be protected fromboth the bad and the

ugly and that’s really what it’s about. It’s not
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even about equity as sonme people will say. It’s not
even about fairness. It’s just about public safety.
How can anyone di sagree that children who are going
to school deserve to be safe. And | think that’'s
why we’ ve had the overwhel m ng super majority
support of the New York Cty Council. | want to
thank all ny coll eagues who have signed onto this
bill and | especially once again one to thank Chair
G bson for her |eadership as the chair of Public
Safety. And |I'’m | ooking forward to a robust
hearing. Thank you very nuch

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very much
Council Menber G eenfield. And now Intro 719 which
amends the New York City Charter in relation to
requiring the Departnent of Education to report the
school by school ratio of school safety officers to
gui dance counsellors. And our prinme sponsor in, in
addition to Council Menber R tchie Torres we have
Counci | Menber Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO Thank you Chair
G bson. | also want to thank Chair Dromm and Chair
Deut sch for having this hearing today. As a young
man of color I’mparticularly concerned about the

school to prison pipeline and | think it’s very
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I mportant that we ensure student safety w thout
over policing our youth. As you all know, are aware
of the lack of restorative justice practices that
have led to the overuse of suspensions and other
forms of punishnent particularly for students of
colors. | would |like to comrend the DOCE for
updating its discipline code to encourage the use
of restorative justice practices though | would
like to see this step taken a bit further and have
these processes or these practices be required, not
just suggested. Last year | was proud to pass Into
403, a reporting bill on the presence of gui dance
counsel l ors and social workers in the public schoo
system We receive the first report recently |

wor k, are now wor ki ng on sone data anal ysis that
woul d hel p us really understand where nore of

these, these services are needed. However one thing
we wanted to anal yze was the presence of SSAs al ong
with the presence, the presence of gui dance
counsel |l ors and social workers. W want to ensure
that the SSAs aren’t being used as a go to when in
fact intervention by a counsel or social worker
could and woul d be nore appropriate. However when

ny staff called NYPD to request the data about the
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presence of SAA,, SSAs in schools they were told
that they needed to, to foil it and that the NYPD
didn’t want this information to be public despite
the fact that NYPD are already required to report
this data according to section 14150 of the
adm ni strative code. So | asked Council Menber
Torres or Council Menber Torres actually introduced
his bill that we are hearing today which woul d
require the DOE to report on his information. 1'd
i ke to suggest that this bill be updated so that
the informati on woul d be added to the report that
is currently required by Intro 40 through, 403.This
informati on woul d be added to the report that is
currently required by Intro 403. This information
along with the informati on generated by CM G bson
Council G bson and Council Menber Johnson’s bil
woul d hel p us increase transparency about where
these officers are working and give us the tools we
need to ensure that the DOE isn't filling gaps in
its ability to inplenent restorative justice
practices by policing its students. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Thank you very nuch
Counci| Menber Reynoso and the last bill that wll

be hearing this afternoon is Intro 730 introduced
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by nyself and Council Menber Jonson and ot her co-
sponsors. It is a bill to anend the adm nistrative
code of the city of New York in relation to reports
on school discipline and police departnent activity
relating to schools and speaking on behal f my, ny
co-sponsor Council Menber Johnson

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you Chair
G bson for holding this incredibly inportant
hearing today. The student safety act was the
result of a four year canpaign |led by a coalition
of comunity based advocacy in | egal organizations
who saw a serious need for a transparency bill that
woul d hol d the NYPD and the Departnment of Education
accountable for their school safety and
di sciplinary policies. The nunbers have shown t hat
they are extrene racial disparities within the
education and juvenile justice system As we know
African American, Latino, LGBT, special education
students are significantly nore likely to face
di scipline than their peers. These increased out of
class tinme and in school arrest rates in turn
severely decrease their |ikelihood of graduating
for high school. For instance in the 2011 2012

school year nore than 95 percent of school based




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

25
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

arrests were of black and Latino students, nore
than 95 percent. In addition black students
accounted for about 30 percent of public school
enrol | ment but nore than 50 percent of suspensions.
Since 2011 the student safety act has provided city
officials with a biannual report of expul sions and
suspensi ons i ssued by the DCE as well as a
quarterly report of ticken, tickets and and
sumonses i ssued by school safety agents and has
required all information in these reports to be

di saggregated by race gender and ethnicity. The
recent announced changes to the departnent of
education’s disciplinary code are a good step in
the right direction ainmed at decreasing unnecessary
suspensi ons, recogni zing the adverse effects of
such puni shnents and fairly enhancing safety at
schools citywide. | want to thank our chancell or
Carnmen Fiorina, the NYPD, Mayor de Blasio and his
Ofice of Crimnal Justice as well as ny col |l eagues
here on the council particularly a council nenber
and education conmttee chair Danny Dromm for their
hard work and dedication that it took to achieve
these recent refornms to the DOE disciplinary code.

Using the data that we have city officials and
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advocacy groups nade these argunents for sweeping
changes in the disciplinary code winning this nmgjor
battle just two nonths ago. Strengthening the
student safety act will give us nore information to
devi se solutions that focus | ess on detention and
nore on prevention. Despite the successes of the
original student safety act huge gaps still exist
and the reporting that what we get about what’s
going on with school discipline including the |ack
of useful data on arrests on a school by schoo
basis. The student safety act 2.0 this bil
cosponsored by Chair G bson and nyself will fil
sonme of those gaps which will increase access to
dat a about the renoval of children through
mechani sm ot her than suspension including referrals
to the energency nedical services, EMS, and
tenporary renovals. It will also provide critica

i nformati on about the presence of netal detectors
in our schools and the use of nechani cal

restraints, handcuffs on students, including sone
as young as five years old. W nust bring an end to
suspensions for extrenely mnor infractions and we
shoul d focus on positive interventions to ensure

that all of our students have a safe supportive
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environment in which to |learn. W nust keep working
Wi th our educators to devel op solutions that get at
the root causes of students’ behavior and to both
prevent such behavior fromrepeating itself and to
keep our kids in school where they belong. | again
want to thank Chair Vanessa G bson for her
i ncredi bl e | eadership and the team work that she
and | have been able to acconplish over these many
nont hs of working together and all of the nenber
organi zations of the student safety coalition who
each one of us has worked so close with over the
past year in preparing this bill Chair G bson thank
you so nuch for the opportunity to speak and
really amgrateful that you and | have been able to
do this work together. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very much
Counci| Menber Johnson and |, | neglected to
mention Student Safety Act 2.0. It kind of goes in
line with our recent announcenent yesterday on
council 2.0 where we’re naking the internet and the
website nore accessible to everyday New Yorkers who
uses soci al nedia and other mechanisns to really
reach every constituent. So | appreciate that and

t hank you very nuch. W’ ve al so been joined by
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Counci| Menbers Allen Misel and Andy King. Thank
you for being here. And now we will begin wi th our
first panel. Chair Dromm

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  Sure. All en Fagin
pl ease fromthe Othodox Union, Jeff Leb fromthe
UJA Federation of New York, Joseph Rosenberg from
the Catholic Conmunity Rel ations Council, Joy Jones
from Ebenezer Preparatory School, and Debbie
Kl ugmann from Bet h Jacob Boro Park. Just want to
rem nd our people giving testinony that we are
limting people today to three m nutes each. So
we're going to ask you to pl ease keep your
testinony to three m nutes.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  You may begi n.
You’' re m crophone’s not on.

ALLEN FAG N: Sorry.

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Ckay thank you.

ALLEN FAG N. Good norning Chair G bson,
Chair Dromm Council Menber Greenfield to whom we
want to extend the special acknow edgenent as the
prime sponsor of this bill for all of your support
and | eadership Chair Deutsch and nenbers of the
commttee. My nane is Allen Fagin. I amthe

Executi ve Vice President and Chi ef Executive
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Oficer of the Union of Othodox Jew sh
Congregations of Anerica, the nation’ s |argest

ort hodox Jew sh unbrella organi zation. On behal f of
the nmore than 106 thousand Jew sh day school and
yeshiva students in this city and the tens of

t housands of students in other non-public schools
we want to thank you for holding this hearing on
this enornously inportant subject Intro 65. School
vi ol ence has becone all too commonpl ace in our
society. And politically notivated attacks on

I nnocent students faculty and staff have increased
at an alarmng rate across the globe. In 2015

vi ol ence can erupt at any tinme at any place and
with no warning. | think it’s fair to say that nost
of us do not choose our child s school based on its
security infrastructure nor should we have to. But
given the recent attacks in France and other highly
publici zed incidents here at hone security is at
the top of everyone’s mnd. The primary function of
our governnent is to provide security to its
citizens. And as it relates to security there
shoul d be no distinction between public and non-
public schools. Every one of our citizens, everyone

of ur students should be entitled to protection.
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According to the justice departnent’s bureau of
justice statistics nore than one mllion nonfatal
crimnal acts took place on school grounds in 2012
al one including alnbst 750 thousand vi ol ent

i ncidents at schools. This statistic does not

i ncl ude the many school shootings in the two years
since the horrific events in Newtown Connecticut or
the high profile terror attacks on schools across
the gl obe including the Jewi sh school in Tal uses
France in March of 2012 and the girl’s school in
Pesewa Paki stan | ast Decenber. Beyond our students’
physi cal safety having the appropriate security
infrastructure in place is crucial for their

devel opnent as well. Children need to feel safe.
They need to feel that they are in a secure
environnment in order to thrive at school. And
certainly installing better lighting or better

wi ndows or better surveillance systemare ways to

i nprove the safety of a school building s physical
structure. The O thodox Union has been instrunental
I n addressing these needs on the federal |evel
spear headi ng the creation of the Departnent of
Honel and Security’s nonprofit security grant’s

program But the nost effective and nost visible
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way for a school to ensure the safety of its
students is through hiring personnel whose sole
responsibility is the safety and security of the
student body, the faculty, and staff. In New York
Cty the city governnent foots the bill for public
school s to have uni form school safety agents
stationed at their prem ses.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: |"m sorry to
interrupt you I just need you to wap it up.

apol ogi ze. Just out of respect to your fellow

panel i sts.

ALLEN FAG N. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you.

ALLEN FAG N. Let ne just conclude by
sayi ng that ...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay thank you.

ALLEN FAG@ N: ..no such protection exists
for the city’ s non-public school students. Mbst
private schools |l ack the capacity to provide it. W
thank the city council, the 46 nenbers who have
signed onto this legislation for their |eadership
on this effort and hope that this legislation wll

pass. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much.

Good afternoon everyone. W just want
to thank you all for the opportunity to cone and
present our remarks here today. And we want to
t hank honorabl e David Greenfield and all those in
support of Intro 65 the School Safety Agents Act.
My nane is Joy Jones and |’ mthe adm ni strator of
Ebenezer Preparatory School, a small independent
Christian school that teaches students age three to
14. Been there for 34 years. On the corner of Kings
H ghway and Avenue D and Foster and Brooklyn. W
want to just reiterate the need for School Safety
Agents at our school and our comrunities faith
because we do need this extra protection for our
students, for our parents and for all of our
faculty and staff that cone out to educate our
students. Qur students do exceptionally well and we
want to focus on education, academ cs and buil di ng
character and noral standards in our students and
we don’t want to be left to just you know exposure
wi t hout the proper protection. And we know this

bill will definitely be a wonderful inpact for us
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in the school. We hope that this bill wll pass.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  You nay begi n.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Thank you. Good
afternoon conmttee Chairs G bson, Dromm Deutsch
and nenbers of the City Council Conmttees on
Public Safety Education and Non-Public Schools.
am Joseph Rosenberg the Director of the Catholic
Community Rel ations Council representing the arch
dai ses of New York and the dai ses of Brooklyn in
New York City on local |egislative and policy
matters. | am pl eased to be before you today to
testify in support of Intro 65. 1'd like to thank
Council Menber Geenfield and the 46 counci
menbers who are the sponsors of this very inportant
l egislative initiative. Current |aw provides for
school safety agents to be assigned to public
school s to ensure and enhance the safety of
students in these facilities. This bill expands
that requirenment to include non-public schools. If
passed Intro 65 would specifically require the New
York City Police Departnment upon the request of the
authorities of a public or non-public school to

assign no | ess than one school safety agent to such
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school. This legislation itself is only one short
page but if passed speaks vol unes about the
comm t ment and the absol ute inportance of providing
security for all of New York Gty s students. The
catholic schools of the archdi ocese of New York and
the di ocese of Brooklyn provide quality education
for over 80 thousand students from Pre-K to high
school in our city. Preschools are a major and
consi stent success story in the history of New York
City with 99 percent of the senior class graduating
every year. The safety of our students is a
priority. Each school ensures that their doors are
| ocked during school hours and have safety plans
and responds to energencies. These plans are in

pl ace throughout all the catholic schools in New
York G ty. Catholic schools however have fewer
financi al resources than public schools to invest

I nsecurity measures | eaving our students nore

vul nerable to acts of violence. In these uncertain
times the additional, the additional degree of
protection that will be provided by the passage of
this legislation is essential and would be a
trenmendous assistance to the faculty and

adm ni strators of the catholic schools but npst
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inmportantly to our student body and their famlies.
Who anongst us wants to wait for a conpelling
incident to realize what we should have done. W
can do it now. Public sector funding for essenti al
nonreligious functions in catholic schools has a
long tradition in our city especially when it cones
to safety. New York City finances the harboring of
nurses to protect the health of students in

cat holic schools and provides bus transportation to
ensure these students get to and from school

safely. The sponsors of this bill recognize that
when it conmes to safety there should not and cannot
be a preference or advantage provide for one

popul ati on of students in our city over any other.
Public schools in New York City al ready have safety
agents in their buildings. Everyone in this chanber
understands that in non-public schools the sane
protection nust be in place. Qur children and

fam lies deserve nothing | ess. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you. Right on
tinme. Perfect. And you too, thank you. You nay
begi n.

JEFF LEB: Good afternoon Chairwoman

G bson, Chairman Dronmm Chai rman Deutsch, our prine
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sponsor of this bill Council Menber David
Geenfield as well as all the other nenbers for
joining us here today and if | can be specific;
Council Menber WIlianms, Council Menber Lander,
Counci | Menber Lancrman, Council Menber Treyger,
Counci| Menber King, Council Menber Vacca, and
Counci | Menber Reynoso. Thank you so much for being
here at this hearing and for giving us your tine.
My nanme is Jeff Leb. |I’mthe Managi ng Director of
Governnment Rel ations and External Affairs at UJ
Federation of New York and | amrepresenting the
organi zation. W are an unbrella Jew sh

phi | ant hropy supporting a vast network of health
and human service agencies in addition to the |arge
network of Jew sh school s throughout the city
educati ng about 106 thousand students. W' re al so
the largest |ocal philanthropy in the world.
Education is an inportant comunal priority and we
remain commtted to ensuring the safety of those
who use the institutions with...network. W have,
advocate each year for an increase in the federa
non-profit security grant program which provides
funding to religious schools, hel ped establish a

four and half mllion dollar programin annua
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safety grants for non-public schools on the state
| evel and to al so develop relationships wth the
NYPD and | ocal agencies to provide active shooter
trainings and target...consultations for our
schools. That we need to prioritize security is an
I nportant part of an agenda speaks to an
unfortunate reality. Violence is comonpl ace and
has been increasing steadily over the past s4evera
years. |I'’mhere today to folks in just one aspect
of our comunity network, non-public schools and
the safety of the approximtely 266 thousand
students attendi ng non-public schools throughout
New York City. New York Gty pays for public
schools to have a uniformsafety officer stationed
at their entrances. These officers provide

i mportant physical presence to deter crinme and
ensure safety. Students and faculty feel safer
creating a better educational environnent. This
year presence of a safety officer is proven to foi
deadly plots at schools. Just this past Decenber in
Plain City, Uah students reported to a uniformnmed
officer that a fell ow student was seen to have a
gun hidden under his clothing. The student |ater

confessed that he had planned to kill his former
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girlfriend and then open fire on other students.
Sonme non, sone non-public schools do provide
security but the majority of non-public schools
cannot afford to do so. For us as parents and
community | eaders these conversations are difficult
to have. We're facing each day living in a society
where nore and nore people act in unjustified
hatred towards others. There have been many school
shooting in addition to the tragedy in...Connecti cut
including a very deadly one in Toul ouse, France

whi ch was referenced before in March 2012 where
four children and one teacher froma Jew sh
community were injured and died. For us this
reality is very real. Qur advocacy and ot her
fundi ng streans have gone a | ong way. Federal and
state progranms have brought mllions of dollars to
non- publ i c school sector for two way intercons and
camera systens, bullet proof gafts, glass...lighting
and ot her inportant...aspects. But none of is as
good as an actual security officer, a trained
public safety professional who gets to know the
buil ding, how it gets used, the community, and the
i mportant people who are in it. Intro 65 wll

guarantee the presence of an NYPD detail in all
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non- public schools that require one with passages
built with safeguard all New York students
regardl ess of the school they intend and send the
nessage that in this city the safety and security
of all students and their teachers are inportant.
This bill is wide partisan support and we urge it’s
i edi ate pass. Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very

much.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Good afternoon
everyone. 1'd like to thank you for the opportunity
to speak. My nane is Debbie Kl ugmann. | work for

Bet h Jacob of Boro Park which is one of the |argest
all girls’ school in Boro Park Brooklyn. W have
over 2,000 children with a staff of over 300
people. It seens to ne |ike a no brainer that the
safety of our students should al ways be nunber one.
And particularly in these tinmes that every, as
everybody nentioned we don’t want to do too little
too late. And we want, |ike to thank Council man
Geenfield for his help. In the past he's visit our
school a couple times. Brad Lander has visited our
school as well. We have on staff right now we have

a security officer. But we could ill afford this in
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our school. W take tuition in our school. W have
support staff that hel ps. W accommbdat e students
that have no noney. W | et them go on schol arship.
So this would be sonething that if you pass this
bill...I"msurprised there’s only 47 out of 51.
figured it would be 51 out of 51. Nobody nentioned
that maybe they’'re not feeling well. Anyway | would
just like this bill to pass as soon as possi ble and
| would like to thank you for the opportunity to

speak today and just let it pass. Thank you so

much.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very much
to each of you. | appreciate your testinony in
bei ng here today. | just had one very quick

question because | want to turn this over to ny two
co-chairs and then there are four coll eagues that
do have questions for this panel. So ny first
question is each of you talked in support of Intro
65 and 1'd like to know the current makeup of
security in your schools now, the popul ation that
you serve, and this bill if enacted are you doing
or have you done an assessnent on the |evel of
safety agents that you would need for your school

or schools if you have nore than one? If, if anyone




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

41
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

has any details to provide that would be great. So
nunber one the current structure of safety in your
school s and have you done an assessnent to

det erm ne how nany safety agents if this bil
passes you woul d need for your schools.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Joe Rosenberg from
the Catholic Conmunity Rel ations Council. There are
approxi mately slightly over 200 catholic schools in
the five boroughs. And | think as indicated
previously the intent of the bill is to have at
| east one safety security agent in each school. So
certainly the way the bill was drafted that woul d
be 200 security agents at the 200 schools. The
security that is in place right now at the bul k of
t hese school s involves an insurance that the
school s, the school doors are |ocked right after
the students have been admtted and remain cl osed.
Occasionally there are faculty patrolling. There
are an instance of some schools where they have
hired a part time security guard but in that the
resources of the catholic schools of both the
archdi ocese and the di ocese are extrenely
stretched. That is the way it proceeds right now,

this bill would go tremendously far in ensuring




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

42
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

that they're safety. And that’s why we support it
as strongly as we do.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: What about cameras?
You didn't mention.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. There are caneras at
many of the entrances and exits of the schools.
More are currently being installed. W' re aware of
the inportance of that.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.

JOY JONES: Okay. My nane is Joy Jones
from Ebenezer Prep School. W currently have 160
students in our school. W used to have a security
guard several years ago. W are not able to afford
one anynore. But we do have | ocked doors. W have
an intercom system where the people buzz in and the
receptioni st buzzes themin. W do have
surveill ance caneras as well throughout the
bui |l di ng and we have gates on our w ndows. So there
are security nmeasures in place. But to have soneone
at the door to you know police the grounds...we have
two buil dings, we have two entrances on you know a
maj or street as well as in the back entrance. W
have a pl ayground. So we do have surveillance

canmeras there but within the budget constraints we




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

43
COWM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY W TH COMM TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOWM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

al ways pl an nore towards educati onal devel opnent
than security. But we do need the security.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. Anyone el se?

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: My nane is Debbie
Kl ugmann al so Beth Jacob of Boro Park. W have one
guard but we have many open doorways in our
bui |l di ng. W& have many connecting buil dings. W
have a, a huge corner of Boro Park on 13'", between
13'" and 14'" Avenue and 46'" Street. W have
surveill ance caneras but there’ re not enough
personnel to patrol this whole area because it’'s a
huge, a huge building with a huge anount of
chil dren.

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ckay.

JEFF LEB: If I may | can’t provide a
conpr ehensi ve or systematic survey of what each
school does. Many of our schools have no capacity
to hire any security personnel. Sonme do. | would
say that there is funding available fromthe
Depart nent of Honel and Security for physical
security infrastructure; reinforced doors, w ndows,
caneras, and rel ated equi pnent that a nunber of

school s have been able to take advantage of. But
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they do not provide for human security for
i ndi vi dual s.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: MM hnm

JEFF LEB: More inmportantly | think that
those school s that do have security guards have no
capacity to be able to train themor to equip them
in the way that they really need to be trained and
equi pped as responders to energency situations. So
havi ng trai ned personnel as opposed to soneone who
stands at the door untrained and w thout the real
capaci ty...\Wen, when we’ve done security
assessnents for our institutions one of the biggest
problens that we face is that you know sort of the,
the rent-a-person who stands at the door may be a
partial deterrence but having a truly trained
i ndi vi dual who knows how to respond to emergency
conditions is really the effective deterrent and
that’s sonmething that is beyond the capacity of
al nost all of our schools to be able to handle.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Okay. Thank you
very nmuch. We' ve been joined by Council Menbers
Ji my Vacca, Brad Lander, Jummane WIIians, and

Inez Barron. And | will turn this hearing over to
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my two co-chairs and | wills start with Chair
Dr onm

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Thank you Chair
G bson. And thank you all for com ng in today. |
have sone questions and | just wanted to start off
by first acknow edging the great work that you do
in terns of educating students in New York City and
express ny support for your right to be able to do
that. But | do have sonme concerns and | have sone
constitutional concerns and conternal [phonetic]
curtail ment concerns in ternms of what it is that we
as a council can or allowed to do. So ny first
question to all of you is that you re asking for
the school safety agents. And |’ m wondering where
it will end, if we give school safety agents to
private schools and to you know religious schools.
What’ s the next thing that you' d want?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Ckay. Let me give
that a shot. W viewthis as a safety neasure and
only as a safety neasure. | think that the, and |
don’t nean to speak for ny coll eagues here but the
city has determined in the past that the safety of
children in non-public school is inportant by

providing nurses. The city in the past has
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determ ned that the safety of the students is

I mportant by providing bus transportation. This is
not a question of asking anything nore than what
public school students have. A ten year old in a
public school has the right to be safe. A ten year
old in a non-public school has the right to be
safe. It’s not just an equity issue. It also raises
the question of when this | aw was originally
drafted. Was there clearly a intent or an interest
t hat one segnent of students should have a safety
protection that another doesn’t. So | think that’s
really a way certainly | feel about this point it’s
a safety issue. You asked what woul d be next. The
focus fromthe perspective here is just one of
safety to make sure that these kids are safe.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  So what type of
safety protection are you | ooking for because
school safety agents are actually peace officers?
The NYPD is actually responsible for the prevention
of terrorismand I, | heard a lot of that in the
testinony. School safety agents have no right to
intervene in a terrorist attack on a school. It

woul d be the NYPD who woul d respond to sonet hi ng




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

47
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

like that. And so |’ m wondering what type of
protection it is that you' re | ooking for?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Thi s woul d have a
trenmendous deterrent effect on many |evels. If
soneone perhaps has the intent of entering the
school for a malicious purpose soneone in a
uni form someone who has a knight stick and a radio
could certainly prevent that kind of action. This
is just one |level of many other ways that these
school s can be nmade nore safe, safer. And that'’s
why we support it.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM  So you woul d
expect themto intervene if sonebody entered the
school with a gun?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. We think that having
soneone on site with a radi o who has access to
obtain help fromother entities throughout the city
woul d hel pful than having no one on site who would
be able to do that...[cross-talKk]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  ..but obvi ously...
[cross-tal k]

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. ..probl em that we face

NOoWw.
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CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  But obvi ously
they wouldn’t be able to intervene if soneone
entered the school with a gun, they are not arned
t hensel ves.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. No they’re not ...
[cross-tal k]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM  Ri ght ?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. ..arned and that is
one reason why this is strongly supported as well.
[cross-tal k] individuals have knight sticks...
[cross-tal k] and they have radi os so they can
communi cate with the people who really are the
experts in this field to make sure that our...
[cross-tal K]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  That’'s t he NYPD.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Yes.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Ri ght ?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Thank you.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  So why can’t your
staff do that now?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Qur staff are
teachers and they're teaching. That’'s what they're

doi ng.
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CO- CHAI RPERSON DROMM  So your school s
are unprotected right now? You have nobody...[ cross-
t al k]

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. No |’ m not sayi ng
t hat .

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM ..at the door?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Qur school s have the
doors | ocked and occasionally when a faculty nmenber
is not teaching they patrol the halls.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROMM |t seens to ne
that you' re asking for a cost saving neasure here.
Estimates are running as high as 250 mllion
dollars to be able to provide school safety agents
in all of the private schools, noney that the
public schools desperately need. | don’t know how
you can justify that request.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. My understanding is
that it perhaps cost 50 thousand dollars for a
school safety agent to be retained. Again ny
recollection is that the legislation tal ks of at
| east one school safety agent per school. |’ m not
doing the math but it seenms to me that this cost is

dem nim s conpared to the safety it could have and
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the effect it could have on the protection of our
ki ds.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM | don’t think we
can ever put a, you know a nunmber on the safety of
our students but | just do think that the cost is
probably closer to about 250 mllion dollars. 1’'d
like to hear fromthe other panelists though on
both of ny questions. What is, specifically is the
expectation that you would have for these school
safety agents in your schools and how woul d you
justify the costs?

JEFF LEB: Thank you Chairman. 1, | want
to echo...Jeff Leb from UJ Federation of New York. |
want to echo a lot of what M. Rosenberg said being
that a school safety agent, a peace officer, the
fact that that peace officer has a uniformon acts
as a trenmendous deterrent against you know possi bl e
acts of terrorismor acts of violence in a school.
I think it’s a trenmendous deterrent. And you know
unfortunately many schools do not have any sort of
safety agents at the door. W, we heard from
school s here, they have | ock doors, they have
caneras. They don’t have anyone actually surveying

the property and surveying the school and | think
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that the ability to, there is constant
comuni cation with the NYPD and with the NYPD
uniformthat they' re wearing even though they' re a
safety agent would be a trenendous deterrent. And
as far as, as far as the cost | nean you said
yoursel f how rmuch, how much is the |ife of a child
worth, we really can’'t place a, a nunber on that.
And | think that in issues in security and nursing
as we said before we’'re tal king about the health,
wel fare, and safety of our students.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVMM  So how many
terrorist attenpts on your school have there been?

JEFF LEB: | know how many have been
foiled by the NYPD but you know we hear all the
time at you know...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWVM  But t he NYPD
obviously is in charge of foiling them so...

JEFF LEB: O course. Well we, we’ve,
we’ ve heard many tines before the holidays there’s
al ways different, there are always different
nei ghbor hoods that are targeted, you know nur rur
chatter about different, different nei ghborhoods,
di fferent schools...\\ have to be on | ock down al

the tinme...schools. It’s not a, it’s not a great
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exi stence when we have to be, you know when we
can’t have a constant presence there to at |east...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM  So you’ ve had no
attenpts, terrorist attacks on your school ?

JEFF LEB: Very very fortunately. In, in
recent history in New York Cty there has not been
any terrorist attacks on any...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM |I's that true of
all the panelist? There have been no terrori st
attacks on your school or attenpts...[cross-talKk]

JOY JONES: W’ ve not had terrorist
attacks but we’ve had several robberies in our
school ...[ cross-tal k]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM At ni ght ?

JOY JONES: Excuse ne?

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM At ni ght or
during the day?

JOY JONES: During the day when...[cross-
t al k]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM During the day
peopl e have wal ked in and rob thenf

JOY JONES: Yes.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  And did you call

t he police?
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JOY JONES: Yes we did.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  They cane in,
they took statenents, they you know fingerprinted
and did things like that but it’s still, it’s a
deterrent to have soneone there to you know be that
first line of defense, the same way in the public
school s when you enter their schools the safety
agents are there to provide you know t he scanni ng
or take your idea or...things Iike that. You just
want, we just think we're entitled to get the sane
hel p for our students as well.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM It’'s just
interesting to me that you would want to relinquish
control of safety over in your school. Because you
know once the school safety agents do cone in
principals in the public school systemfor exanple
do not have control over the safety agents. They
have to rely on the NYPD. And I, if you were here
earlier when | gave opening remarks | nentioned...
[cross-tal k] the incident that happened in, in Park
Sl ope where the principal was hel pless to do
anything. So I'"mjust, it’'s, it's fascinating to ne

that you would want to relinquish that control that
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the principal has in your buildings over the safety
of your students.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. The principals of the
archdi ocese and the di ocese of Brooklyn Schools are
very very supportive of this. They feel it is an
addi tional |ayer of protection.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  So t hey woul d...
[cross-tal k] they would agree to relinquishing
that ...[ cross-tal k]

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. ..are | ooking forward
to working with school safety agents...[cross-talKk]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM  That’ s not what
[’ masking. I’masking would they relinquish
control because that essentially is what you would
be doi ng. You would not have a say over what that
school safety agent does in your school when
they’re on your prem ses. That would be a decision
made by the NYPD and not by your principal. That’s
one of the purposes of this hearing is that we are
i nvestigating, we are |ooking at, we are doing
oversight over the role of these school safety
agents in the schools sonething that | took issue
with in the opening remarks. And as it stands now

you woul d have to relinquish that control over
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those, over those safety decisions in your schools.
You still support it?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. I f that is one of the
consequences of this then it is still supported
because...[ cross-tal k]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Does everybody...
[cross-tal K]

JOSEPH ROSENBER: .this is, this is...
[cross-tal K]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  ..on t he panel
agree with that?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. ..this is paranount.
This is a safety issue and we want to nake sure the
ki ds are protected.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  Everybody on the
panel agrees with that?

JOY JONES: Yes | agree with that.

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  You al | agree,
okay.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Excuse ne, | just...
[cross-tal k]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Let ne ask you

anot her questi on.
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DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Excuse nme. Coul d |
interrupt for...[cross-talk]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Yes.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: ..a nmonent? |'d just
like to add one nore thing. This gentleman sitting
next to ne, I'msorry | didn't catch your nane.

ALLEN FAG N. Al l en Fagin.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Al l en Fagin. He nade a
comment that we’d |like to have trained safety
officers. W don’t want to have just a suit sitting
there. W'd like to have those that are trained in
dealing with this type of situation, dealing with a
school environnent ...

CO CHAI RPERSON DROVWM  Wel | that’ s what
we want too.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: ..dealing with
children. Like that’s what we would |ike.

CO CHAI RPERSON DROWM  That’'s what we
haven't gotten. And that...[cross-talk]

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: And that’s what we...
[cross-tal k]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROW ..that’'s why I'm

raising this...[cross-tal k]
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DEBBI E KLUGVANN: | heard what you said
before. | agree with the part that you said. That
is what | would, we would like for our schools as
wel | .

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM No |, | agree
with you on that. And I ...

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Mm hnm

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  ..think that’s
what the purpose of this hearing is but the
question conmes down to really your willingness to
relinqui sh control over those decisions. Because as
it stands now that is exactly what woul d happen if
you had these school safety agents in your schools.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: We woul d actual ly, yes
if that would be part, Iike one of the consequences
but we’re hoping that you' |l be successful in
getting us trained safety agents.

CO CHAI RPERSON DROVWM Wl | ...

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: W’ re hopeful .

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  That’ s the
pur pose of this hearing is that...

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Ckay.
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CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Let nme ask you
anot her question. Do you abide by the New York Cty
human rights | aws? Do you subscribe to then?

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Yes, of course.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVMM  So you don’ t
di scrim nate on the basis of sexual orientation? I
know t he di ocese does but what about the other
school s?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Pl ease.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM Wl | you’ ve
never, you've never supported the human rights code
of, of New York City as, in relation to sexua
orientation?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. | don’t want to
practice |law here Chair Dromm but | believe that
there is a carve out in the human rights |aw for
religious institutions...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  Correct .

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. .to follow the
precepts of their religion. W abide by the human
rights lawin all of its...[cross-talk]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  But when you ask
for public funding then I think you have to abide

by public laws and public rules. And one of the
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things that we say in New York City is that we do
not value discrimnation for all of the protected
classes. But in particular | have a, a certain
thing because | had a friend who was fired froma
Cat holic School for marching in the St. Patrick’s
Parade. Mary Louis Acadeny as a matter of fact. And
that’s why I’mcurious to know that you're willing
to hire sane sex school safety agents in your
school s and to uphold their right to talk about and
to actively engage with people in your schools and
talk just as a, a heterosexual couple would about
their famly and there woul d be no consequences for
t hat .

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. |, | don’'t believe
that the agents that we're tal ki ng about woul d be
enpl oyees of the schools.

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  That is, that is
correct. But if they did I'"masking if you would
support their right to be able to do so.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. But they don’t.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROMM |' m sorry?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. But they don’t. They
are not enpl oyees of the schools. The schools wll

not be responsible...[cross-tal k]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

60
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROMM  You’ re not
answering ny question. My question is do you, do
you agree with the New York City Human Ri ghts Law
that protects classes of people based on religion,
sexual orientation, race, etcetera and if you do
not then | don’t know why you’' re asking for our
enpl oyees.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Let ne see if | can
summari ze. W believe in the provisions of the
human rights law. We equally believe in the
provi sions of the human rights | aw that uphold the
right of religions to follow the dictates of their
practices which is enbedded...[ cross-tal K]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROW That's not what
[’ m aski ng though sir...

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Excuse ne...[cross-

t al k]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROVW What |'m.. No no...
[cross-tal K]

JOSEPH ROSENBER: Excuse ne...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM ..excuse ne this
Is our hearing first of all.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG But you’ ve, you' ve

asked the question I'mtrying to...
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CO- CHAI RPERSON DROMM  ..excuse ne.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. ..respond to you.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVMM 1’ m not aski ng
that. You' re avoiding the question that |’ m asking.
The question that |'masking is whether or not you
woul d be able to uphold that person’s right to be
in your school as a school safety agent as an
openly gay person? Wuld you uphold that right? Yes
or no?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. The answer is they
woul d not be our enpl oyees...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVMM  That’ s not ...

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. It would not be up to
us to hire them to termnate them or to
di sci pline them

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM Al right I, Chair
| have a lot of problenms with this issue and I
think that we’'re headed in the wong direction.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you. W’ ve
been joi ned by Council Menbers Ritchie Torres and
Debbi e Rose. And now we’'re going to turn this over

to nmy other co-chair Chair Deutsch.
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CO CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Thank you. And
thank you very nuch. Let’s tal k about school safety
of fices actually patrolling the outside of your
school building. Let’s say we pass an intro
requiring the city of New York to give schoo
safety agents to be...outdoor vicinity of your
school building to protect the, the, the school,
the children who are in the school. My question is
is that if, if you should see soneone suspici ous or
somet hi ng out of the ordinary or watch something in
one of your caneras what is your protocols? Wat do
you do?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Currently if someone
IS seen who’'s suspicious then the |ocal precinct
woul d be contacted. Generally there is not an
interest in directly confronting soneone where
there is a concern that they mght be interested in
entering the school illegally or causing harmto
any of the kids?

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Ckay did you
need to notify 9-1-1? [cross-tal k]

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Yes...[cross-tal k]

yes.
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CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: And what was
the response tine?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. | mredi at e response.
Sonmetines as shortly as two m nutes or so. Luckily
I n nost instances the person had already left so
there wasn’t any confrontation.

CO- CHAlI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So it's, so and
where’s your, where’s your school, you' re talking
about whi ch school ? Any specific school that they
had a qui ck response tine?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. These were a handfu
of school s that ...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Handf ul of
school s.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. ..go t hroughout the
five boroughs that are under the jurisdiction of
the catholic church...the di ocese or the archdi ocese
of New YorKk.

CO- CHAI PERSON DEUTSCH: COkay so the
police respond, could I, let ne get, I want to get
a, an answer from everyone in the panel if you
don’t m nd the sanme questions.

JOY JONES: Simlar response. W’ d cal

9-1-1 as well. Sonetinmes one of the teachers...we
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don’t...well one of the teacher’s cars was being
broken into went, and he went out and was pretty
much running out to the person but that’s a

ri di cul ous response. But generally we call 9-1-1
and have a police officer cone. Sonetinmes they' re
pronpt sonetines they' re not.

ALLEN FAGN. I, I, | don’'t know what
the protocol is on a school by school basis.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: 1, | don’t know about
a school by school basis but in our school we woul d
call 9-1-1 if we saw sonething suspicious. That
woul d be our first you know...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: G eat .

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: ..response.

JEFF LEB: For the, the schools in our,
in our menbership for the nost part obviously the,
the first nove is to call 9-1-1 but |’ve been told
that response tinmes are...varied between the schools
bet ween the type of incident. You know it could
take as quick as two m nutes or as nuch as five
m nutes or a half hour depending on the type of
incident. So obviously if there was a say school
safety officer on prem ses you know we’ d probably a

nore expeditious response.
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CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So you fee
havi ng a school safety agent that has a radi o on
himw th direct contact to the NYPD which | believe
they do have...so you believe it’s beneficial right?
Let’s go around the panel if you don’t m nd.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Yes absol utely and
that’s why we support this |legislation so strongly.
The, you can have soneone here who woul d...we
contact 9-1-1 they're there pronptly. This
addi tional |evel of protection though would be
absolutely essential and crucial to making sure
that the school ...

JOY JONES: Yes | agree.

ALLEN FAG N: Yes, absolutely.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: We agree as well. That
woul d make it a qui cker response. That woul d have
li ke a better connection for us, nore inmedi ate is
what we feel and we’'re happy for this |egislation.

JEFF LEB: Qoviously I'min full
agr eenent .

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Ckay. Question
did you receive |like an invite or go through sone
type of counterterrorismtraining nost recently or

within the | ast couple of years, few years that you




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

66
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

were notified to sonme training by the police
departnment to attend let’s say active shooter
training. Did anyone have sone type of training...
Because | know that the NYPD did have an active
shooter training that they did have, they did reach
out to different conmunities as well as they had a
nunber of training courses that they did within OEM
and energency response and, and different divisions
of NYPD that in case there, god forbid there is an
active shooter how they respond to it so...So I, |
see that the threat is like real. |I knowthat in ny
district, | know for nyself that there was an
i ndi vi dual who was wearing a cap, an I1CIS cap and
because of the alertness of several individuals in
the school they were able to divert anyone, that,
that individual fromcom ng into the school and
notify 9-1-1 where the police responded and, and
took the person out. Do you have in the sane, the
buil dings that your facilities, your institutions
are, do you have special needs children that you
have cl asses for.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. We have sever al

school s that are dedicated exclusively to special
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needs students as well as general schools that have
speci al need popul ations as wel .

JOY JONES: W' re not equi pped to handle
students with special needs in our school.

ALLEN FAG N. Yes many, nmany of our
school s have either set aside prograns or
structured classroons for special need students.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Qur school has speci al
need students as well, all ages, several.

JEFF LEB: Likew se. The schools in our
menbershi p have either classes set aside or fully
integrated classes with special needs individuals.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So you fee
that having a school safety agent outside would be
beneficial by having you know by havi ng these
speci al needs in the building you feel that the
school safety agent woul d be beneficial to protect
these children as well ?

JEFF LEB: Absolutely. In the sanme nmanor
that the public school special need children have
this protection so should the children that are
under the jurisdiction of the people here. Agreed
conpl etely.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Do you agr ee.
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DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Yeah we agree.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Al right thank
you very nmuch. Ckay no further questions at this
poi nt. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Thank you very nuch
Chair Deutsch. And now we have a nunber of
col | eagues that have questions. And to all of ny
col | eagues unfortunately we have a tine limt. The
adm nistration is comng at 3:00 and we are very
anxiously awaiting their arrival and their
testinony so we have several panels after this
current panel. So | ask each of you to be
cognoscente of the time frame and get through your
gquestions as quickly as possible. W will begin
wi th Council Menber Barron foll owed by Counci
Menber Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you Madam
Chair and to the co-chairs that are hosting this
very inportant hearing and to ny coll eagues |
didn’t junp the line. I was here earlier so...
Because | see...l see the daggers. Wiy is she first,
she just got here...So | just wanted you to know
did establish protocol earlier. I was an el enentary

school teacher and | retired fromthe Board of Ed
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as a principal. The building of which | was a
princi pal was |ocated in Bedford Stuyvesant. It was
a four story building. There were about 700
students at that time, about 75 staff nmenbers, and
| believe there were about 24 doors to ny school.
O course we know doors are not |ocked fromthe
inside so that any tine if a child were to go out
and | eave a door ajar unattended someone m ght
enter. Initially I had two school safety agents but
then due to budget cuts one was pulled so | had one
school safety agent. The New York Tinmes recently
cited the passing of Reverend Doctor Gardner C
Tayl or who was a genius and a giant in terns of
preaching, in ternms of fighting for civil rights,
in ternms of education. He served as a senior pastor
at Concord Baptist Church in Brooklyn. He

est abli shed an el enentary school, a senior housing
devel opnent, and anot her devel opnent to provide for
the needs of the community. In terns of using
federal and city funds to address the needs of
private schools he was very nmuch opposed to that. |
amas well very nuch opposed to using city funds
for non-public schools. W know that our budgets

are strapped. W& know that children’s lives are
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inmportant. Al of that is very true. It’s ny
opinion that if a parent chooses for whatever
reason to put their child in a private school they
need to bear the responsibility of the costs of
what it takes for that school to operate. | do not
believe that city funds shoul d be taken and given
to the needs of children within a private separate
building that is not available to public school, to
public students. If that’s your choice then | think
as a part of the responsibility for the operation
of that school you need to bear the responsibility
of that cost. Additionally, in addition to the
comments rai sed by the Chair of Educati on who was
again a nenber of the Board of Education has a very
detailed insight as to how schools operate. W' re
tal ki ng about the fact that school safety agents
are in fact as has been said enployed by the board
of, by the Police Departnent to function in the
school s. But those are positions that are in short
nunber. I'’mvery pleased. |'ve heard sone little

i nnuendos about the functioning of school safety
agents. | have to defend themin nmy particul ar
school because they operated in conjunction with

what ny phil osophy was and the culture that |
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sought to establish. They were highly regarded,
hi ghly respected, known in the conmunity, and
respected in the community. | think that this Intro
65 is msguided. | think that private schools need
to bear the cost of operating in the totality of
what it needs for their children to attend those
schools. | do not think it’s a burden that public,
publ i c taxpayers shoul d bear. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very much
Counci | Menber Barron. And now we will have Counci
Menber Lancman foll owed by Council Menber Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMVAN: Thank you. Good

afternoon. So I, | want to address a coupl e of
topics. | nmean there are things that I'm that |I'm
hearing that I, | didn't think were up for debate

but I think m ght need sone clarification. And I
speak with some experience both as a, as a parent
of students, kids who attended Jew sh day school s,
two of whomstill do as well as representing the

| arge Jewi sh community and for that matter a | arge
Musl im community as well who have their own
security concerns. The threat of terrorism against
Jewi sh institutions including schools is real and

acute. And I'm | find it alittle odd that |, that
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| need to say that and clarify that but |I'’msure
that you in the schools that you operate have
briefed your parents on the level of terrorism
threat at your institutions the same way that |
have been briefed as a parent of students at two
di fferent Jewi sh day schools especially after the
wave of terrorist attacks against Jewi sh schools in
particul ar in Europe, the nost sensational was the
murder of four Jewi sh students in, in France a
coupl e of years ago. |Is that part of your, your
regul ar dialogue with parents, the threat |evel?
And, and is that part of the briefings that you
receive fromyour |ocal precincts as, as the
schools that I, that ny kids go to receive?

ALLEN FAG N: Yes councilman that’s
certainly been our experience is that nost schools
are running the sanme type of parent education
prograns and staff education prograns that you' re
famliar with. |1 don’t believe that those
educati onal prograns are a substitute for the type
of physical security...[cross-talKk]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMVAN: | under st and.

But ...[cross-tal k]
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ALLEN FAG N. .that Intro 65...[cross-
t al k]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANMAN: ..but ...1
understand that but your institutions |ike mne
have been briefed on threat |evels and, and that is
transmtted out to the parents.

ALLEN FAG N. Absolutely. And, and there
are agencies within our conmunity including SCN,
Safe Comunity Network that goes institution to
institution conducting threat assessnents and
| ooki ng at ways to enhance physical ...[cross-tal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMVAN:  So...

ALLEN FAG N. ..security.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMVAN: ..l under st and.
So, and the schools that ny kids have attended and
the schools that are in my district the security
that’ s provided and...is very ad hoc. Their, soneone
that they hire within the budget that they have
they may have varyi ng degrees of professional
experience. They don’t have a direct link to the
NYPD. They’'re not particularly trained the way that
school safety officers are. And do you find in, in
the comunities that you interact with that there's

the sanme kind of |ike ad hoc let’s pull sonething
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together with the resources that we have security
systemthat is, is far fromthe | evel of
prof essi onali sm and organi zati on that we see from
public security, public safety agents.

ALLEN FAG@ N. Councilman | think you' ve
hit the nail exactly on the head. | know our
organi zation has a security guard. Security guard
sits at a, at a reception desk and is there and has
a tel ephone and can respond if there is an issue.
But that person is not trained to be able to
observe surroundings to be able to anticipate
issues. And I, and | think we’ve got to draw
di stinction between reaction to a violent incident
and the ability to prevent that incident in the
first instance. Many of the situations that we’ ve
read about which luckily have averted catastrophe
have been situations where soneone recogni zed t hat
surveillance of an institution was taking place and
the NYPD was notified. They were able to catch the
perpetrators or perspective perpetrators before any
damage was done. That requires a |level of training
and a |l evel of sophistication. This is a science.
It’s not a question of having a warm body j ust

standing there. There, there is training to be had
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here in observation of surroundings, in recognizing
potential threats, that’'s why we have safety
agents. And, and as | understand it the thrust of
this legislation is sinply to provide parody...
[cross-tal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN: And let ne, |et
me just, let me just ask you a question about
par ody. Because as a, as a parent of a student,
students in, in these religious schools | accept
the fact that 1’mgoing to pay separate tuition.
For that |I’mnot availing nyself of the public
schools. I, | do want to just clarify all of your
parents who are paying this separate tuition
they’re also New York City taxpayers right?

ALLEN FAG N: Absol utely.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN: | thought so.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very much
Counci | Menber Lancrman. Next Council Menber Reynoso
foll owed by Council Menber WIIians.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO Thank you
Chair. | just wanted to ask for the diocese

specifically. What is the, do you know the ratio
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br eakdown of the, the denographic breakdown of your
school s? Do you have that handy?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. You're referring to
how many schools are in Brooklyn and Queens?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO No, no how
many, the students breakdown of ...

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. OF ethnicity?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO: Yes ethnicity.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. |, | can get that to
you. It has a very large percentage of mnorities
in, in the schools throughout the entire city.
They, many of themare children of inmgrants.
There are many | ow incone individuals as well. It,
it mrrors the city systemto a trenendous...[cross-
t al k]

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO Wbul d, woul d, |
woul d really appreciate that, that, that
i nformati on. And al so what about incone breakdown?
Do you al so have that avail abl e?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. | can provide that to
you. Again there’' s a trenmendous anount of | ow
i ncone. These reflect the famlies of the cities.
School s in certain nei ghborhoods refl ect the

i ndi viduals who live in those nei ghborhoods.
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COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO So you f eel
that you' re going to be able, you can showcase
t hrough those docunents that the incone breakdown
and the ethnic breakdown of the, of your students
is reflective of the districts that you serve?

JOOSEPH ROSENBERG. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO. O the
districts that you' re | ocated?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Yes absol utely.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO Ckay. And |
just want...For full disclosure | went to a Catholic
School. | went to Lasd Acadeny [sp?]...

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Mm hmm

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO ..in, in
Manhattan. And | just want to say at a, at a
personal experience there were several incidents
and several tines where you know | felt ny safety
was threatened. And we had a dean that was, that
had i ntervened twice. He was a ex-Marine. And
because of it he handled the situations very well.
But | do want to say that there are going to be a
|l ot of valid points here on why we can’t or can do
this. But | think at the foundation of it all is

just safety of, of children in the city of New
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York. | do want to say that | wanted to see if we
can add a, a anendnent for no objection in regards
to race, religion, creed, whether you re LGBT or
not. I just want, there’'s no objection. If you got
a safety agent that is your safety agent and there
can be no objection. | want to nake sure that that
is part of this.

JEFF LEB: | just want a, | just want
add thank you very much Council Menber. | just want
to add to your point and to a point made by
Chai rman Dromm before that a lot of, a |ot of
menbers of the staff and faculty of our nenber
school s are openly LGBT. So...

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: Just no
obj ection. You, you get a safety agent...

JEFF LEB: None once so ever.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO Ckay. But |
want that witten in legislation, in the
| egislation. I want to nmake sure that it, yes. No,
no word yet...But, but these are real concerns that
you know Council| Menber Dronm has, has sai d.
There’s human rights issues here. There’'s a | ot of
i ssues that, that | think, I would |ove to address.

| don’t think that we have the capacity in this
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hearing to do that. But | do want to say that
they're real, his concerns, and, and are things
that we should be m ndful of. But again if you
break it all down it’s about the safety of children
and | was one of those children at one tine and |
woul d have appreciated sone | evel of, of
professionalismin the safety that | received in
that time. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Just a quick question. | think one of you
tal ked about sone of your schools that currently
have sonme | evel of a security officer. Has there
been any conversation with training some of your
staff so that they could have nore experience in
securing the schools? | don’t renenber who said but
soneone has school s.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Actually we have it in
our school right now

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: 1t’s sort of |ike
rent-a-suit and take the packages in kind of a
thing nmeaning that they don’t have the experience
at all to be capable of you know qui ck response.

They' re nore |ike making sure that you know they,
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they do like other things. They' re not specifically
designated as the official security officer. It’s
nore |ike watch the door pre-receptionist let’s
call it you know. So it’'s really very necessary for
our school sonebody that would be trained as a you
know special agent to help us wth this. Because
right now we feel, our parents feel actually that
their children are, are unsafe. They constantly
concerned about this. It’'s a constant issue. | want
to address one thing that’s, that | heard one of
the council nenbers nention. It’s different, we
don’t have the threat within our school, it’'s

out side of our school. It’s like our children, our
younger children, they don’'t conme to school, we
don’t have the need for |like, they don’'t conme to
school with knives or guns or anything that have to
be checked because we have pre-k through eighth
grade in an all-girls school. And also it’s a
different time. It’s like the threat is fromthe
outside, not fromw thin, not fromwthin our
student body. Meaning that’'s why we’d need the

patrol on the outside of our school.
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CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. But all of
you recogni ze the current role of SSAs where they
you know are physically inside of a school ...

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: ..so it’s not their
job to go outside and patrol the perineters of that
particul ar school building right?

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: But see by the door,
the entryways is where we’re, we’re concer ned
about ...

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ckay.

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: ..getting into our
buil di ng. The protection of before you get into our
bui | di ng. They shouldn’t even get into our
buil ding. That’s where we would need themright in
front, like the front line officer if that’'s what
you d like to call it. That's what | would think

JEFF LEB: Chairwonan yes, as nentioned
bef ore by Council Menber G eenfield and Chairman
Deutsch they, there is Iots of federal nobney goes
into training the, you know sonme of the faculty
and, and adm nistration of the schools as they
recogni ze that you know religious schools are a

hi gher target for terrorist attacks. But the issue
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is that even if the training gets done it’s too
|ate often by the tinme the person, a faculty person
has the ability to actually use that training. By
havi ng the school safety agent at the front visible
to the school that acts as a trenmendous deterrent
that soneone who's trained in terrorism

prepar edness woul d not be able to you know
adm ni ster.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: So each of you has
described relatively lowcrinme within the school or
no crine at all. So absent of this legislation
passi ng noving forward what are your schools, what
are you going to do to address safety of your
children. So everything not being predicated on
passage of this bill but how do you nove forward
and educate your children and provide the public
safety that’s necessary?

JEFF LEB: Well | can’t speak for al
the, all, all the panelists and all the schools
here but obviously sonme schools have the ability to
have security guards and safety agents or security
guards and sonme schools don't. And it’s really a
matter of you know finances being able to afford

that security officer. So for those who don’'t,
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they’ Il you know try to put nore noney into the
i nfrastructure keeping the doors | ocked, taking the
safety precautions but there really is no
substitute for an actual body.

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. That'’s the sane
i nstance that we would have with the catholic
school s throughout the five boroughs. Sone school s
have perhaps slightly |arger budgets than others.
Most of them have trenmendously strained resources.
| think you're all wtnesses to schools
occasi onal | y havi ng been cl osed because of physica
constraints in |lowering student bodies but the
intent would be here is to just nmake sure that
everyone ad additional training, make sure that the
school, the doors were | ocked at the right tine.
And if schools did have the ability to hire anyone
to nonitor the hallways they would give them
additional training but that really is the reason
why we’ re here because nost of these schools do not
have the ability to hire people of that nature to
protect their Kkids.

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Ckay. Let’'s nobve
forward. Council Menber WIlians foll owed by

Counci| Menmber Mai sel .
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS: Thank you
Madam Chair and to all the chairs. Thank you for
your testinmony. So | just want to be clear what |
think...1 don’t knowif it’s the elephant in the
room | don’t know what it is | think what people
are focused on, the fundanmental question should we
be spendi ng noney private educational institutions,
particularly private religious educational
institutions. So I’mon the bill. I plan to stay on
it but I do have trepidation, |I do have sone
guestions. And what’'s keeping nme on is it seens
li ke we’ve had this discussion, it’s definitely
worry that have but the city had deci ded that the
answer i s yes because they have funded nurses, they
funded bussi ng, they funded books and things of
that nature. So there seens to be a continuation of
that. But | think there’s some legitimcy in still
asking questions so | wanted to first foll ow up on
one of the first questions | heard which was what,
what nakes this different than, than you com ng
back and sayi ng we should pay for sone additional
teachers. Like what, how does this, where does,
where is a line in what should be funded and shoul d

not be funded?
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JEFF LEB: This is not just a parody
issue or an equity issue. | think this is an
i nstance especi ally because of un, such uncertain
times and the, | don't want to be a prophetess like
Cassandra here but there also...targets. Fortunately
t hey have not occurred in the city of New York but
this is not asking for noney for an additiona
teacher to teach kids science or an additiona
cafeteria aid to provide nore options for food.
This is a visceral strong need that the public
school students have, that we feel very strongly
that the private school students have. It’s
actually, we feel it’s that direct and visceral a,
a point where the protection should be for all the
students in the school.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: I, I, | hear
that. And again | still think the conversation
needs to continue because | think there is a
l egiti mate point of soneone saying if you re going
to this institution you bear responsibility for
getting the education and the...things that cone
with it. And so, but we have, a city have deci ded
sonmething el se which is why I’mon the bill. But

["’mnot, I'"mstill not clear fromyour answer when




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

86
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

does it stop? Like we can have this discussion
about a ot of things that are needed in the, the
religious institution and, and in private
institutions because I, I'mstill not clear how do
you differentiate, | nmean there can be dire
situations that come around, maybe there’s funding
|l aws you don’t have any teachers teaching. And so |
mean | think that is a question that really needs
to be answered. And I, | am concerned and | think
we just have to have this discussion as we nove
forward I"'mnot, I'mstill going to continue to
support the bill based on the precedence that’s
been set. But | think it’s a question that is worth
asking as we’'re fighting for every dollar for
public school how do we decide when to chop off
sonme of that to give it to private institutions? My
| ast question | just wanted to ask nore clearly...
woul d you seek transfers for agents that are from
the LGBT conmunity?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. No.

JEFF LEB: No.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Thank you.

Thank you Madam Chair.
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CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Thank you very nuch
Counci | Menbers. Next Council Menber Misel.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: | know
everybody’ s been waiting for my questions. The
fol ks at the panel just wondering if, if you, if
you are all aware of the, of the idea that the
state constitution allows for services to be
provided to children not to the schools? So | think
Council man W1l lianms nmentioned NYSLB New York state
Li brary Money, NYSED which is New York State
Text book Money. We provi de nursing services,
cafeteria service, food services, they're all sorts
of services that are provided that are not directed
towards the school, that does not provide services
to allow the school to basically continue its
function which is to be a religious denoni nated
school. So these, these safety officers are being
provide for the safety of the children. They' re not
bei ng provided for anything other than the safety
of the children therefore is abundantly cl ear that
it’s constitutional and, and in ny view reasonabl e.
So | assune you' |l agree with that?

DEBBI E KLUGVANN: Absol utely.
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COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: That’'s just a
sticky way of nmaking a statenent. The other thing
is for those, for the, for the, not for the
catholic school s because catholic schools have a
di fferent node of operation but in the non-public
in the Jewi sh schools for the nost part no | was, |
taught in a, in the Jew sh...school. Mst of the
teachers after the third grade are public school
teachers who finish their work at 3:00 and then go
to the, the Yeshivas to teach. It would be
physically inpossible to train any of those
teachers other than trying to get themto go
through traffic faster so they can get to their
assignnents by 3:30. The other question is that,
that | really want to ask is how often is there a
liaison with the police departnment in your, in your
| ocalities? How often do the police get in touch
wi th you about concerns? So if there s sonething
t hat happened in an international way..Vell |et,
| et ne give you an exanple. | worked 20 years ago.
There was a, a threat fromoutside the country. The
police departnent was very concerned about it. And
for about two or three weeks all of the teachers in

the school, before we could go honme we had to
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escort our students to the bus stop, make sure
everybody got on the bus stop if they weren't
t aki ng school busses. If they were taking city
transportation we had to be there to make sure they
got on the busses safely. |’mnot sure what woul d
have happened if there was a threat because |
certainly wasn’t trained to deal with any threats.
So there’s no way that the public school teachers
who are going to the, the Yeshiva after 3:00 in any
way coul d be of any assistance if god forbid there
was sonme kind of threat. Wuld you agree with that?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. Definitely.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: 1s that
consensus?

[cross-tal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Well then | rest
ny case.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Thank you Counci |
Menber Maisel. And now we will hear from Counci
Menber G eenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you
Madam Chair. | appreciate it. So just wanted to
clarify a few things as a sponsor of the bil

because | think sone fol ks may not have all the
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details. The first thing is that the bill is
actually priced out at approximately 50 mllion
dollars if every single school were to participate
and quite frankly I don’'t think that every school
woul d to participate to speak to Chair Dromm s
point | think some schools would probably opt out
for whatever reason. So the max cost is 50 mllion
but realistically it probably would be a | ot |ess.
The second point | want to make which I think is

i mportant is we’'re not taking any noney away from
public schools. This is a safety issue. This is a
budget that goes to the NYPD. The NYPD has a budget
of well over four billion dollars with a B. This
woul d be adding a fewmllion dollars to the NYPD s
budget and certainly we’'re not taking anything away
fromthe Departnent of Education in terns of the
public schools. Council Menber WIllians to your
point in terns of when does it stop | think, |
think that’s what we call the | egislative process
which is that folks are going to cone in and
they’'re going to ask for things and we’re going to
have to decide when we give it to them and when we
don't. | think what we can all agree upon is that

when it conmes to the safety of our children it
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doesn’t matter what their religious beliefs are or
whet her they go to public or non-public schools,
just like it doesn’t really matter when you call 9-
1-1 they don’t ask you hey what are your religious
vi ews, what are your personal views, what are your
political views, oh well we're not sure if we're
going to respond to this call because we don’'t
agree with you. That’'s not, that’s not how we do
public safety in New York or anywhere else in this
county. We base it on the need. The reality is that
there is a need for public safety for children.
These children have the sane bl ood that courses
through their veins as any other child in New York
i ncl udi ng those in non-public schools and in public
schools. They have parents |i ke any other child in
New Yor k. They’ve got brothers and sisters and
aunts and uncl es and grandparents who care about
them as nmuch as everyone else and that’s what we’'re
tal king about and it’s one issue and it’s public
safety. And so | certainly understand that there’s
al ways a need and an interest and we cone to a
hearing where we like to tal k about many different
i ssues but | would like to refocus us on in fact

the one and singular issue and that is do children
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need public safety in non-public schools? And so ny
question is really going to focus on that to the
panel. And it’'s, it’s a difficult question to ask
because it puts you in a tough position. But the
reality is...Do you feel like your children are
adequately protected now and do you believe that
havi ng school safety agents would increase their
protection to a mninmal level simlar to that of
public school children?

JOSEPH ROSENBERG. W have done all we
can in terns of trying to nmaxim ze the security in
our schools as | previously said. There are
caneras. There are occasionally people who are
hired. It is, we have no doubt that the passage of
Intro 65 would inprove and nmaxi m ze security and
have a trenendous deterrent effect noving forward
here. W think it is an absolutely essential bill.
We thank you for being the prime sponsor of it.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you.
Is it fair to say that the panel agrees with that
assessnment? [cross-talk] .l think that really needs
to be our focus. The reality is that this year
we're going to spend approximately two billion

dollars nore than we spent |ast year. W have nore
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revenue in this city. W have nore spendi ng. W
spend on a lot of different very inportant issues.
The question | think that we have here today which
is a basic question and that is of the two billion
doll ars of nore noney that we spend do we spend a
fewmllion dollars to ensure that a quarter of a
mllion school children, these are regul ar kids,
they’'re innocent kids, they didn't do anything to
anybody, they didn’t beat up on anyone, they're
just going to school, whether those children
deserve to be safe. And | think that really is the
critical issue. And I think you would all agree
that right now the resources just aren’'t there. And
I think Joe you said it best you re dealing with
limted resources, you re doing the best that you
can but the reality is you can’t have a school
safety agent in front of every school because you
can’t afford it. And if we’'re getting into details
| would care to nention that incidentally that the
reason we have so nuch extra noney in our budget is
because approximately four and half billion dollars
of savings that these non-public schools provide to
the city of New York, that they re actually not

spending this nmoney. So | don’t think it’s whether
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we agree or disagree on in terns of the schooling
and the education and the beliefs. | think the
focus needs to be on the safety of our children and
that is paranmount. And | think every parent
wat ching this on television and every reporter who
has a brother or sister or a child or a niece or a
nephew and every council menber has to ask
thensel ves a very basic question; do we want our
kids to be safe or not? That’s the only question
that we're dealing with. And certainly we can have
enl i ghtened and interesting conversations about
different issues but the bottomline is this, this
budget and this bill deals with one singul ar issue,
the safety of that individual child. And the votes
are going to be very clear. You either support a
child s safety or if you vote against it you don’'t
support children safety and that’s really what ny
| egislation is all about. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very much
Counci| Menber Geenfield. And thank you to our
panel . Thank you for being here today. Thank you
for your testinmony. And we | ook forward to working
with you. Thank you. We're going to call our next

panel so we can nove this hearing along. Thank you.
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CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  Qur next panel
w Il be Ahnmed, Ahmad Ham d Al - Noor School, Steven
Lorch | believe Sol onobn Schechter School of
Manhattan, Stuart Kl amrer from the Shulam th Schoo
of Brooklyn, Barry Spitzer fromthe Brooklyn from
Br ookl yn Community Board 12, David Tanenbaum from
Agudat h Israel of Anerica, and Daniella Gatlib
[sp?] of the Luria Acadeny.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay M. Hamid
we' re, okay you may begin. Thank you all for be...
And we have to remind you all that there is a three
mnute tinmefrane so if you could sunmarize any of
your remarks just to get through out of respect to
all of your fellow panelist. Thank you very nuch
agai n.

AHVAD HAM D: [of f mic] Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Hit the red button.

AHVAD HAM D:. Thank you Madam
Chai rperson and nenbers of the panel. Thank you for
the opportunity to speak. I, | represent Al-Noor
School, one of the |argest Mislim school in New
York with about 650 kids. Founded in about 1995. W
do have a security officer but with our size and

havi ng three buil dings our finance will not afford
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the kind of security required. Security and safety
of our students have, has never been so inportant
as it is right now Schools may have security
personnel but nost of themare not trained to
handl e dangerous situations. The shootings and
crimes within a school, within the schools
enphasi ze the inportance of security. People with a
crimnal and sick m nd are bent on viol ence and
will not differentiate between public or private
school between races or religious beliefs. Private
school s provide education with specific reference
to Muslimschools. There are about 5,000 students
scattered in the city. And collectively non-public
school s provi de education for about 25 percent of
students. These students who attend private schools
are equally, they are equally entitled to the
security of their school provided by the state. The
extent to which this can happen depends on the
representation...Israel as the deliberation of
menbers of the council. But the fact remains that
the students of private schools need to be fee
secured and wants to cone to school feeling that
they’ re secured, their parents will feel it of

degree of confidence that in a crisis their
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students will be protected. The question m ght be
rai sed about terrorism Every tinme there’ s an
i ncident on the international scene | give specific
instructions to our school personnel that...exercise
strict neasures of security. Even exanple if to be
specific if something happens in Pakistan or
somet hi ng happens in Israel, something happens in
Paki stan or sonething happens in |Israel or
somet hi ng happens in, in lraq by I1SIS we are very
much concerned of a repercussion or, or, or
response in a New York City and within our schools
and nei ghbor hood. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. You may begin.

STUART KLAMVER: Ckay. My nanme is Stuart
Klanmer. 1’ m head of Shulamth School in, in
Fl at bush in M dwest section. | want to thank
Counci l man Greenfield and Council man Deutsch and
the Chairs G bson and Dronm.. And t hank you for
Counci | Menbers for sponsoring this bill. In ny
area where we, where ny school is |ocated as you
are aware several ...three nenbers of, potentia
menbers of 1SIS were captured not that |ong ago.

Al so swasti kas were placed upon, or painted upon
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aut onobil es. Not far fromny school Leiby Kl etzky
was abducted and nurdered several years ago. These
are very real crinmes and there are things that are
on the mnds of ny parents and even ny students and
t hey have ni ght mares about these kinds of things
practically after the Lei by Kletzky incident and
the SIS fighters incident ny teachers, ny faculty
was, was terrified. And hate crines in fact cone
very close to home. The incident in Tal uses France
was nentioned recently. One of the teachers in ny
school had famly in that school in France and so
that hit very close to hone. And when we heard
about incidents in our own nei ghborhood it was
particularly frightening. | spent nost of ny day
unli ke today with children. And you see |’ m wearing
a bus tie. And I’ mwatching the children as they
get on the busses as they enter the school in the
norning. And as they go about their daily
activities And I'm frankly I'’mvery frightened.
I’mfrightened as | | ook around the nei ghborhood,
as | read the newspapers everyday but |, | try to
hide nmy fright an put on a good face and I smle.
But | see ny children, the girls in ny school,

they’re quite frightened. It’s an all-girl school.
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And | see ny faculty also. And that’s what this is
about. This is about providing a neasure of safety
so that my faculty can teach and ny students can

| earn without interruption and without fear, that
they’'re able to go to school each and every day

wi t hout, without having to worry. And | would
strongly urge the council to sponsor this again. |
woul d al so stress this is not a nmeasure of
religious parody but it’s a matter of safety of the
children. And al so we spoke a | ot about physi cal
safety. But |I'’mal so concerned about psychol ogi cal
and enotional safety that the, the students in ny
school should be able to sit there at their desk
and not have to worry about what’s going on
outside, who's going to enter their school. And
we've tried, we’'ve, we’ve used precious funds which
we can ill afford because ny school provides an
education for nultiple ethnicities for nultiple
backgrounds fromall different countries from al
over the world. And many of ny parents can il
afford the tuition and we provide many

schol arships. So we have diverted funds and to try
to pay for security but it’s a trenmendous

trenmendous strain on our budget and that noney
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woul d be spent rather for education for textbooks
for paying salaries for teachers rather than for
providing security which is very very difficult for
us to afford. So I, | applaud the council and I
thank themfor their attention to this bill and |
am confident that it wll pass. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much.

STEVEN LORCH:. My nane is Steve Lorch. |
am the head of the Sol onon Chapter School of
Manhattan a, an elenmentary school for 145 children
on the upper, upper west side of Manhattan at
100'", 100'" Street and Col unbus Avenue. And | too
thank the council nmenbers for inviting nme and
affording nme the opportunity to testify on behalf
of this bill. | take the security of ny students
very seriously. We are a school that does contract
with a security firmand through the security firm
we have a trained security guard on the prem ses
whenever children are on the prem ses. That is not
only during the school day but after hours and
weekends when we have prograns for children as
well. Nevertheless we know |’ mnot a security

expert, we are told by our security experts that
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deterrence is the key and one of the nost inportant
aspects of deterrence is visibility. The security
agent that we, that we hire, that we contract for
comes in a regular suit, does not conme in a New
York Gty Police Oficer’s uniform And that would
make a significant difference to the deterrence
that would be, that it would be provided and the
safety of our students. A couple of nonths ago
shortly after the terrorist attacks in Paris Mayor
de Blasio travelled to Paris on a fact-finding

m ssion and returned and spoke in ny synagogue. And
reported with great pride that the New York City
Pol i ce Department does not require any specia
protocols to respond to terrorist incidents
whenever they occur around the world. They increase
the, the level of threat and respond accordingly

wi th increased presence and increased surveillance
of all possible targets. And | thought that was
great. But | wondered about what, one thing. Wat
happens if the terrorist attack is on ny school ? W
need New York City security guards |ooking after
the safety of every school child in New York Cty,
in my school as well. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Thank you.
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BARRY SPI TZER. Good afternoon. My nane
is Barry Spitzer and |I'’mthe District Manager of
Community Board 12 in Brooklyn which is honme to
nore private schools than any other district in the
city. I"'mhere today to testify in support of Intro
65. | would like to start off by thanking Counci
Menber Vanessa G bson Chair of Conmittee on Public
Safety for bringing this inportant |legislation to
your conmittee for a hearing and also the Conmittee
on Education and the Subcomm ttee on Non-Public
Schools for being part of this hearing.
Additionally I would like to thank the 46 counci
menbers who co-sponsor this bill which hel ped bring
this to the forefront and give it the attention
that it deserves. Mdst inportantly | would like to
t hank Council man David Greenfield for introducing
this bill. And as years as a council nenber
Council man Greenfield has introduced many inportant
pi eces of legislation. But in ny opinion this is
the nost inportant one yet. | started by saying
that 1’"mhere to testify but it’s nore than that.
|’mhere to make a plea. |I'’mhere for two reasons.
The first is because as | said before |I represent

the district that has the | argest concentration of




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

103
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

private schools than anywhere else in the city. In
ny district al one we have nore children attendi ng
private schools than there are children attendi ng
public schools. Each norning there are

approxi mately 300 school busses on the streets of
ny district dropping off thousands of children to
t hese schools. Just to give you an idea | took a
sanpling of just five institutions of ny district.
The bub of ...institutions have a conbi ned nunber of
close to 15 thousand children. That’'s just five
institutions which does not include the dozens and
dozens of schools with hundreds of children
attendi ng each of them The second reason and
perhaps nore inportantly is because as a parent
whose children attend these schools |’ m personally
affected by this. This is what keeps nme up at

ni ght. Wien the NYPD cane and gave our schools a
presentation on a active shoot, active shooter
scenario it becane very clear to nme that our
school s are woefully unprepared in the event of an
attack. There's an ever increasing threat of
terrorismin which | don't need to el aborate. W
all read the news. What scares ne nore is the

threat of what is called the lone wolf or a
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deranged i ndividual scenario which I feel is even
nor e dangerous because there is no intelligence or
chatter preceding the attack and therefore is
extrenmely unpredictable. Public schools have safety
agents which dramatically add to the safety of the
children in those schools. Al though I’s not 100
percent fool proof it still adds a neasure of safety
for the children. These safety agents are trained
prof essi onal s who know how to act in event of a
crisis and they conserve, and they do serve as a
deterrent, deterrent for sonebody with bad
intentions. Children in private schools currently
have no protection. Mst of these schools do not
have the finances to hire private security guards
nor should they be forced to. Children in private
school s shoul d be afforded the same protection as
children in public schools. This is not a matter
that is particular to any religion or race. Just a
few nont hs ago at our January neeting, our board
which is conprised of Jewi sh, Catholic, Asian, and
Musl i m menbers unani nously adopted the resol ution,
a copy which is attached to this testinony calling
of the council to pass this bill and for the mayor

to sign into | aw
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CHAI RPERSON G BSON: |’ m sorry can you
just wap up the last two paragraphs you have?
Thank you

BARRY SPI TZER: 1, |I'mjust going to add
t hat ...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.

BARRY SPI TZER: .tal k about...[cross-
tal k] about noney. The life of a child has no
price. Every parent that sends their child to
school whether public or private has expectations
that the child will be safe. There's nothing nore
precious than the life of a child and the city
shoul d take responsibility for the safety of each
and every child in this city regardless of the
school they attend. So as a father and the public
servant nmy plea to you today is please approve this
bill. Thank you for letting ne speak here today and
t hank you for |istening.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much.

DAVI D TANENBAUN: Thank you to Chair
G bson, Chair Dromm and Chair Deutsch. A special
thank you to Council Menber David Geenfield for

spearheading this effort and introducing the bill
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My nanme is David Tanenbaum And |I'’mhere as a
representative of Agudath Israel of Anerica a 93
year old national organi zation that advocates on
behal f of the orthodox Jewi sh community across the
country. | amalso a New York City Departnent of
Education 36 year retiree as a supervisor in the
Queens hi gh schools. Locally one of Agudath
Israel’s primary areas of focus is to advocate for
the needs and interest of the approxi mtely 106

t housand students and attend Yeshiva el enentary and
secondary schools here in New York G ty. Agudath

I srael along with other organi zations representing
different faith groups is a nenber of the committee
of New York Gty religious and i ndependent schoo
officials. Indeed Rabii David Zw ebel our executive
vi ce president chairs that conmttee. | am here
this afternoon to offer our support for Intro 65, a
| ocal | aw to anend the admi nistrative code in the
city of New York in relation to requiring the New
York City Police Departnment to assign upon request
school safety agents to non-public schools. The
adm ni strative code currently mandates schoo

safety agents to be assigned to every public

school. We believe that it is a responsibility of
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the city to protect all students who attend non-
public schools with the sane | evel of security and
protection as it does to those who attend public
school s. The safety of all our children should be
our priority. There is no | egal or constitutional
basis for denying this protection to the close to
250 thousand children or al nost 20 percent of New
York Gty students who attend non-public school s.
This is no different than the fire safety, fire,
the police, or energency service departnents
responding to these in a non-public school just as
they do in a public school. W recently conducted a
representative sanpling of Jewi sh schools in New
York Gty asking themif they would be interested

I n having school safety agents assigned to them
The vast majority of respondents responded
positively. There is a real need in today’ s dangers
worl d to enhance school security. While we believe
that all students in public and non-public schools
shoul d be protected we in the Jewish community fee
especi ally vul nerabl e. There have been severa
attacks on synagogues and Jew sh school s around the

worl d and even here in our city. This bill is a
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first step in the right direction and we urge your
support. Thank you for your attention.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much.

DANI ELLA GATLI B: Hell o. Good afternoon.
My nanme is Daniella Gatlib and |I’m a parent at
Luria Academy. Luria Acadeny is located in Prospect
Hei ght s Brookl yn. We have 160 students in
preschool, elenentary, and m ddl e school. W have
over 30 staff working in our building. Qur |ocal
students wal k, scoot, or bike to school and other
come in car pools or on school busses. Safety is
our nunber one priority. And given the high
i nsecurity concern these days in nei ghborhoods
adj acent to ours safety is our nunmber one concern
My three year old and | wal k to school each norning
and | deliver himinto the hands of his kind and
caring teachers who spend the day teaching himand
caring for his safety and wellbeing. It is a huge
burden to worry about not only the safety of our
students but also the teachers and the parents that
trust that these, their nost precious, precious
possessi ons are safe each day. Tragedies |ike

col unbi ne and the assassination of two police
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of ficers in nearby Bedford-Stuyvesant denonstrate
t hat anything can happen at any tinme. Having an
extra layer of protection would prevent such
potential, prevent such tragedies. School is ny
second, my son’s second hone. | nean he spends six
hours a day at school. And | just, we want to nake
sure that he’'s safe ad his classmates are, are
safe. Qur school is extrenely diverse and while
affording the religious education we provide is a
challenge it is also a priority. And keeping
tuition affordable is our priority. Al our incone
goes directly to paying teachers’ salaries and

cl assroom materials. W do not have the funds to
support a security guard but all of us would feel
much safer if an NYPD school safety agent was
present. Passage of this bill will allow our
teachers and students to have security consistent
wi th on, other NYC schools. | also would like to
touch upon Councilman Greenfield s point. If
there’s anyone that’s saying you know why shoul d we
do this it’s taking funds away from public school s,
it’s comng out of the NYPD s budget and it woul d

only cost 50 mllion, not 250 mllion which I think
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was poi nted out before as well. Well thank you very
much for your tinme and I...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Okay. Thank you
very nmuch to all of the panelists who are here.
Thank you for your testinony. So for the record | et
me just clarify the school safety agents and the
budget for SSAs cones out of the Departnent of
Educati on not the NYPD okay just so that we're
cl ear and we understand noving forward. SSAs and
the budgets for them cones out of DOE and not
NYPD s budget okay. The |ast panel that was here
spoke in support as well of Intro 65. And ny
general question to each of you, you represent a
nunber of students in schools the current security
neasures that are in your schools whether it’s a
security officer or caneras or a conbi nation of
bot h. And have you done an assessnent to determ ne
what your needs woul d be should this bill pass? And
if this bill is not successful in passing and you
do not get the school safety agents then what wll
you do to address future public safety for your
students and your educators noving forward? Anyone

that can speak to it. You don’t all have to speak
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STEVEN LORCH: "I, 1"II, 1"ll start.
We have a security guard on prem ses during the
school day and at other tines as | nmentioned. W
woul d continue to do that if the bill did not pass.
We are in consultation both with our security firm
and wi th NYPD about upgrades to our security from
fromtinme to tine generally about twi ce a year we,
we receive advisories about upgrades and we would
continue with that practice as well. Never the |ess
we believe that having a uniformed NYPD security
agent at our school would provide deterrence that
we are, would otherw se unable, be unable to
provi de.

STUART KLAMVER: |, | would add just as
| said before that we would divert funds from
school supplies and from staffing and other things
which we really need and we end up spending it for
security. So it, the children’s education woul d
suffer.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. Anyone el se?

DAVI D TANENBAUM | n many of our schools
there woul d be no security available without this
| aws because there is no, no funds avail able. Sone

of the schools...they, they vary. They vary w dely




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

112
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

fromwell, well-funded schools to inpoverished
school s where there is barely enough to keep one
teacher per grade. And there’s nothing else for,
not hi ng remai ning for security.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay thank you all.
W’ ve been joined by Council Menbers Margaret Chin
and Ydanis Rodriguez. And now we will hear from
Chair Deutsch

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Thank you very
much. | don’t really have a question. | just want
to do like, give alittle closing remarks for the
peopl e that we had today testifying on behal f of
Intro 65. And | think that when it cones to
security we should not differentiate between public
and non-public schools. These are our children and
it should all be, we should all be equal and alike
when it cones to security. And our commobn goa
shoul d be, all our common goals should be
protecting our children. And we do have what’s
cal l ed school crossing guards that ensured that our
children crossed the street safely going to school
and you know once the children crossed the streets
you still need themto remain safe. So one to get

into the building and they go into the school
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bui | di ngs, you want themto be safe, you want them
to | eave school safely and you want to make sure
that we take all prevent, all types of preventive
measures to ensure that our children are safe. In
addition | think that school safety offices, agents
are crucial and unfortunately we didn’'t have the
adm ni stration here before. But | believe once we
question the school safety division that they do
carry radios. So when you call 9-1-1 for sone type
of incident a 9-1-1 operator is |like a nessenger.
If you don’t give the nessage properly or
accurately that nessage doesn’'t go over the radios
the same way or maybe sonetinmes it gets |ess

di luted, nore diluted. So having a school safety
agent with direct contact to the NYPD by sayi ng
we're at a school and we have a, a person who
trespassed then those offices will be there within
seconds. If you ever see a 10-13 you have severa
vehicles fromdifferent station houses, different
precincts there within literally within under a
mnute. So | think that is very inportant to have
school safety agents protecting our children in al
schools. And frankly it’s our obligation to protect

all citizens and unfortunately we couldn’t have a
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school safety agent for every person living in the
city. But when you have |ocations or potentia
targets where we already had around the world and
here in United States it is our obligation to nmake
sure that we protect these targeted | ocations. W
have officers. W have protection in different
col | eges throughout the city, throughout the state.
And there’s a reason for that. You have | arge
crowds. You have officers that come out and do or
prot ect people of such | arge crowds, when you have
denonstrations, when you have protests in different
areas. And a school is a targeted |location. So |
bel i eve that having school safety agents in al
schools is very inportant especially now we al so
set a precedence in, in public schools protecting
children so why only protect 1.1 we need to protect
right, right, right under 1.4 mllion children. And
all children need equal protection. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very much
Chair Deutsch. And we have two final remarks from
our col |l eagues; Council Menber WIIlians and Counci

Menmber Greenfield to cl ose.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Thank you very
much. And thank you for your testinony. Al though I
was, | was listening to it and I’ mnot sure, |
think, fine the school safety agent, but |’ m not
sure that they will be able to stop a terrori st
attack or stop a shooter. So | wanted to make cl ear
that we’'re not putting nore than what we're
expecting themto be. From sone of the descriptions
it sounded |ike you need, you would prefer an arned
police officer there as opposed to a school safety
agent. So I’mnot sure that they can necessarily do
that. | think that what Council Menber Deutsch
descri bed seened to be the nost type of thing that
they can have a direct link or immediately get to
NYPD i n col unbi ne with Sandy Hook. | believe they
had safety agents there and people who had that
charge and | don’t know...necessary stops...| want to
make sure we have a, a realistic view of what the
safety agent can do. [cross-talk] And, and can’'t
do.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Can | respond?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: I n one second.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Sure.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Because |
think I only have...l did want to ask what is the
smal | est and | argest size of the schools that you
represent?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Let ne ask the first
guesti on about ...

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: WAit no, nho
can you answer the second one first and then after...

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Yes...

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: ..because
have only so nuch tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: W, our organization
represents close to 270 Jewi sh day schools in the
city ranging from 12 15 children up to several
five six thousand.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: My, ny concern
is for the smaller schools. So, now, now | nean
was told that this noney was com ng out of NYPD
And then so nowit’s com ng out of DOE. So | have
concerns that there are schools that have hundreds
of students in it and they don't feel they have
adequately staffed...

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: R ght.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS: .safety
agents. And now we may pull one fromthere to a
school that may have just a dozen students. So that
all ...[cross-tal k]

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: 1, | don’t know t hat
all the smaller schools will request themas a, as
the law states it’s upon request. Not every
school’s going to ask for one. In terns of the
adequacy, the function of the safety agent that
can point out that everyone fromthe federal state
| ocal governnent, all the organizations, all the
police departnments, they're all telling us if you
see sonet hing say sonething. That’s the first |ine
of defense. You have to know what you’'re | ooking
for. And the school safety agent knows what to | ook
for. He's trained by the police departnment. The
princi pal of the school or the teachers of the
school or the hired security guard really doesn’t
know what he’s | ooking for or looking at. So just
the presence of the school safety agent with a
police departnent radio and a police departnent
training will be an effective deterrent and will be

able to save |ives.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Sure. | agree
wi th nost of what you said. But |I'’mnot...As, as |,
you know that | think it, continue thinking
t hrough, 1 think the fundamental question here is
whet her we shoul d be giving public funds to private
religious institutions.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Wy is this
di fferent...

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: And again...

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Wy is this
di fferent than...[cross-talKk]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Let me finish...

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: .the fire
depart nent ...

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Let ne just
finish what 1"’ m..say. As | nentioned before | think
we did answer that question so |’mnot sure | see a
di fference between this and the nurses that we do
provide. | think if we want to open that discussion
here at the council we should actually have it and
maybe dele a little deeper into it but if, if we,
if we're not doing that it seens to be in line. But
it does have...l still have another question. |I’'m

not sure when it stops. | nean, | nmean you can nake
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a case that you don’t have sufficient math teachers
and so the teachers are not passing the state exam
and then ask for additional math teachers. So that
does concern nme as well. But thank you for your
testinony.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: .just respond to
that last point where it stops. | think that...you
know | don’t, that’s not a question we could answer
right now but I think that it does, it clearly,
I ssues of safety and health we can all agree on.
You know there are different |evels of human needs.
And | think we all agree that the nbst basic |evel
of all humans’ needs are, is sense of safety,
enotional safety and especially physical safety and
heal th. So whatever issues that anyone m ght have
with any other areas this | think we can all agree
upon. So it, there’s no danger in this particular
bill of it going further in other areas because are
on the nost basic human | evel s of needs.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Sure. There,
there’s no need unl ess another crisis or another
I ssue cones up. | nmean | think we also fund some
bussi ng which, which, which | can see as sonething

because many of ny students are not, are, who are
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not in the private institutions take public
transportation. So | think this is a larger, a
| arger question that...I, | can only, | can only
speak to this question personally. | have never
testified on behalf of any other funding for non-
public schools and I never would. | only agreed to
testify because this is an issue of student safety.
Wl |l any issue of student safe, if | would, | would
speak on behal f of and that’s where I would draw
the line. |, ny school may benefit from ot her
funding. My students in nmy school may benefit from
ot her funding but I would not put ny reputation on
the line to testify on behalf of funding non-public
school s.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS: Wel | ...

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: .for anything other
t han student safety.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Thank you.
Thank you Madam Chair.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Thank you Counci
Menber WIlianms. Council Menmber Greenfield and
cl osi ng now Council| Menber Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: ..that ne,

t hank you Chair. Thank you. | just wanted to
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respond to just a point of clarity because | think
there was sonme confusion. Currently the funding for

the current school safety agents is provided to the
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DCE because traditionally they did it and was
transferred to the NYPD. And ny understanding is
that that funding is then given to the NYPD
However because it’s a new |l egislation we would
actually be giving the funds directly to the NYPD
not to the DOE. So we do not seek to conpete with
any DCE funding just as a matter of clarity. |
think, | think you know the representative from
Sol omon Schechter actually said it best which is
the fol ks that you see up here today and that

you' ve seen testify over the last hour have many
di fferent backgrounds right; independent school s,
Musl i m school s, catholic schools, Jew sh school s,
it is a diversity and differences of opinions on
many different issues with all of these schools.
And as to the question of, of where does it stop
their focus really on one issue. And they probably
don’t agree on a |lot of other issues but on this

I ssue they agree which I think all of us should
agree and that is that the safety of our children

is paramount. W shouldn’t play politics with our
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children's safety. These are kids |ike anyone
else’s’ kids. It’s your son, your daughter, your
brot her, your sister, your nephew, your niece, your
grandchild. And that really is the focus. And to
you question Council Menber WIIlianms, where does it
stop, it’s the sane question you could ask any
advocat e. When they cone in when they tal k about
police reformwhere does it stop. That’s what we do
as a legislature. W evaluate and deci de what makes
sense and what doesn’t make sense. And | think we
could all agree public safety nmakes sense. And when
we tal k about the threat of a | oan shooter that
Barry Spitzer pointed out, the district manager of
Community Board 12 it’s a very real threat, it’'s a
very dangerous threat. And the police actually tel
us i f you had soneone there that would actually
prevent the threat. So there’'s all sorts of reasons
why not to do sonmething. There's politics, there’s
control, there’'s mayoral control, there’s NYPD
prerogatives, there’s that the conm ssioner |ikes
to do whatever he wants and |’ m sure you're very
famliar with that Council Menber WIlianms. But in
the end of the day we’re tal king about a

fundanental issue and that is can we ensure that
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our children, all of our children are safe. And
right now we can’t say that to ourselves. And so
when we | eave here today, when you go to sleep
toni ght we have to ask ourselves are we keeping
every child in New York City safe. If that's the
standard I think we can all agree the answer is
yes. And | think we appreciate that there's a
robust date obviously about other issues and that’s
certainly an appropriate debate to have as ot her
I ssues conme up but | think there is such w de
spread support for this because it is sinply about
the safety of each and every single child. So I
want to thank all of you on the panel. | want to
thank all of you on the previous panel. | certainly
want to thank my council nenbers for a robust
di scussion on a critical issue on can we keep every
child in New York City safe regardl ess of their
background or opinions or where they cone from And
let’s just make sure that all of our kids in fact
are safe. Thank you very much.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Thank you Counci |
Menber Greenfield. Council Menber Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you al

of you for being here and representing |ike
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different religious expression. And it is our
responsibility as ny colleague is say to be sure
that the nore vul nerable individual in our society
are safe. So for ne like...as a city we know that we
al ways have to be proactive. W also all have to be
on time and planning not only to respond by, by

pl anni ng for what can happen in the future. And |
believe that a, identifying the sources of funding
to provide the necessary protection for children is
the right thing to do. And for ne at that |evel |
don't see religions. | don’t see the privates. |
don't see the public. | see the nore vul nerable
one. And as a father with two daughter | want ny
daughter to be safe in any place where they are. So
thank you and you will have our support.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you Counci
Menber Rodriguez. And thank you to the panel for
bei ng here. W appreci ate your presence and your
testi nony and thank you again.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  Ckay so now |’'m
going to call the next panel and that will be from
the adm nistration Lois Herrera CEO O fice of
Saf ety and Yout h Devel opnent in the DOE, Assistant

Chi ef Brian Conroy CO School Safety Division NYPD
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and Vincent Schiraldi Senior Advisor Mayor’'s Ofice
of Crimnal Justice. So I’mgoing to swear you in.
I’mgoing to ask if you'll raise your right hand.
Just waiting for ny coll eague. Do you solemmly
swear or affirmto tell the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth and to answer counci
menber questions honestly? Okay thank you. M.
Herrera would you like to start. Onh there is, oh
okay there’s other testinony? | thought there was
only one piece of testinony. Sorry about that.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: W have three.
[cross-tal k] Definitely afternoon.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM | don’t think
your mc is on.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: The red button.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: 1'I1 try again.
This, where ny good norning isn't on the record.
Good afternoon Chair G bson, Chair Dromm Chair
Deut sch, and nenbers of the Conmittee on Public
Saf ety, education, and the subcomrittee on non-
public schools. I'’m Vincent Schiraldi Senior
Advi sor to the Mayor’'s Ofice of Crimnal Justice
and fornmerly Conmmi ssioner of Probation in New York

Cty. Thanks for the opportunity to testify today.
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The mayor’s office of crimnal justice advises the
mayor on public safety strategy and together we're
their partners inside and outside governnent,

devel ops and i npl enents policies ainmed at achieving
three main goals reducing crine, reducing
unnecessary incarceration and arrests, and
pronoting fairness. In the real mof school climate
policies our office advises the mayor on creating
policies that ensure the safety of students and
staff while reducing the likelihood that students
wi |l becone involved in the crimnal justice
system Before discussing the school safety and
climate refornms the mayor announced in February

i ncluding the | eadership tea on school climte and
discipline. 1'd like to give sone background on
data and school safety and discipline that shows
substantial inprovenents in several areas over the
past two plus years. The data show what this

adm ni stration whole heartedly believes and
continues to strive for, that we can have both
safer schools and fewer arrests and suspensi ons.
From school year 11-12 to school year 13-14 there’s
been a substantial 55 percent decline in arrests

and 67 percent decline in summonses issued by NYPD
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School Safety Division which Chief Conroy runs.
During those sane two years there was a 23 percent
decline in student suspensions. That favorable
trend has continued this school year. DCE s
aggregate data shows that suspensions have declined
by anot her 11 percent from July 1% through April
2" Li kewi se data from NYPD showed that from July
15t through April 5'" arrests and summonses in
school s are down an additional 19 percent and 12
percent respectively when conpared to the sane tine
| ast year. But the reduction and suspensions
arrests and sunmonses is only half of the equation.
The programnms and policies were undertaking aimto
make schools | ess punitive and safer. And we are
constantly keeping an eye on school safety while
carefully trying to inprove school climte and
reduce punitive student discipline. That’'s why it’s
encouragi ng to note that from School year 11-12 to
school year 13-14 overall crinme reported | school,
school s failed by 24 percent and major crines fail
by 20 percent. Again that trend is continuing this
year with a seven percent decline in overall crine
through April 5'". Now national research shows that

when ki ds are suspended it nakes them behind held
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back in school, dropping out, and juvenile justice
system contact all nore |likely even when you
control for individual student characteristics and
school characteristics. That’s why we're proud that
we have declines in suspensions, arrest summobnses,
and crinme. Because it neans that nore students are
in school where they belong rather than station
houses or in juvenile detention. In February to
build on this success the mayor announced a raft of
school climate refornms including 1.2 mllion
dollars for restorative practices training, 2.4
mllion dollars to support educational planning and
reengagenent for court involved students, 1.5
mllion dollars to provide therapeutic crisis
intervention to, training to 15 hundred staff
menbers over the next three years in high needs
school s, and 432 thousand for a saga innovations
math tutoring programfor a grand total of 5.4
mllion dedicated to school climate initiatives. A
maj or part of the mayor’s February announcenent was
the establishnment of the | eadership team on schoo
climate and discipline which | co-chair with DOE
Chief of staff or Salina Ramirez. The m ssion of

this task force is to recommend ways to further
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i nprove the climate for |eering and enhance the
wel | bei ng and safety of students and staff by using
nore effective nmethods of addressing disciplinary
chal | enges. The | eadership teamis a collaborative
effort involving nmultiple stakehol ders including
representation fromthe city council, city
agenci es, conmunity nenbers, unions, researchers,
teachers, principals, students, parents, and
service providers that will convene for a total of
12 nonths. To fulfill its mssion the |eadership
teamw || produce recommendati ons on strategies and
funding required to inprove the use of data to
assess the effectiveness of current policy and
practice and spreadi ng pronm se, prom sing positive
di sci pline innovations, increase access to nental
heal t h and ot her community based supports for high
nee students, reduce the frequency and duration of
suspensions and mnimze arrests and referrals to
the justice systemfor school based disciplinary

of fenses, reduce race gender and disability

di sparities in student discipline, and update the
menor andum of under st andi ng bet ween NYPD and DOE to
align the use of school security personnel and

security neasures with support of school climte
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goals. As | stated earlier the | eadership team was
announced in February but the idea of creating a
taskforce to inprove our school’s climte had been
along tinme effort of many of the advocates in this
roomwho | believe will be testifying before you
shortly. Advocates presented severa

reconmendations with their nunber one priority
being the | eader, the creation of this |eadership
team We carefully designed a structure and m ssion
of this initiative in partnership with the advocacy
community and a consultation with union
representatives, principals, teachers, students, of
course DOE and NYPD. The | eadership teamitself was
conprised of a 30 person governing body charged
with providing direction to the execution of the
initiatives mssion. In addition five working
groups each led jointly by a governnent nenber and
a nongovernnmental expert are currently working to
produce policy recommendations that will |ater be
revi ewed by nenbers of the | eadership team Each of
the | eadership teans five working groups is

I nvested in devel opi ng reconmendations to inprove
di fferent aspects of student disciplinary policies.

The school climate working group is co-chaired by
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nmy co-panelist today Lois Herrera CEO of the Ofice
and Safety and Yout h Devel opnent and Ki m Sweet
executive director of Advocates for Children. This
group will produce recommendations to inprove
system wi de i npl enentation, a positive discipline
strategies with a particular focus on high priority
school s. The data and research working group is co-
chaired by Mchelle Smrnoff of the Mayor's Ofice
of Crimnal Justice and Edward Fergus an assi st ant
prof essor of educational |eadership and policy at
New York University. This group has created a

nmet hodol ogy for selecting high priority schools,
school s that could benefit from additional
supports. Additionally the group is creating a
descriptive analysis of school clinate data and
will offer reconmendations to inprove data
collection, quality and use. The Resource
Integration Wrking Goup is co-chaired by ACS
Conmmi ssioner d adys Carrion and Nancy G nsburg
Director of the Adol escent Intervention and

Di version Team at Legal Aid. This group wll
produce recommendati ons for approving educat or
access to conmunity and cityw de resources and

servi ces. The School Safety Wrking Goup is co-
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chaired by Chief Conroy and Kathl een Decatal do the
Executive Director of the New York State Pernmanent
Judi ci al Commi ssion for Justice for Children. This
group is analyzing the effectiveness of current
practices for inproving school safety while
continuing to reduce arrests and summonses. They’ |
reconmend training and other strategies to inprove
police, student relations, and reconmmend updates to
exi sting protocols for responding to non-energency
situations in schools anobng ot her recomrendati ons.
The | egislative council for city council is a
menber of this working group as well as of the

| eadership team Lastly the Principal’s working
group whose nenbershi p nunbers over 20 principals
I's co-chaired by Julie Zuckerman, principal of
Castl e Bridge School in Washi ngton Hei ghts and

Cel este Dougl as \Weel er Principal of Ron Brown
Acadeny in Bedford Stuyvesant. This is the only
wor ki ng group that has two governnental chairs and
this working group will review and vet policy

reconmendati ons fromthe other working groups and,

but will produce its own recommendations to inprove
school climate as well. Each working group has net
twice and we’'ll nmet for a third tine within a
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nont h. Met, neetings have been well attended by
over 150 participants and have been characterized
by a hi gh degree of enthusiasm candor, and good
will. Working group co-chairs have expended
considerable tinme...and | think that both of them
could attest to that. Preparing for and chairing
neetings with the assistant of the | eadership team
staff additionally many wor ki ng groups are fornmed
mul tipl e subcommittees. One exanple is at the
request of the principals the last principals
wor ki ng group neeting was eight hours long. This

hi gh | evel of investnment and conm tnent speaks
volunes to the tineliness of this initiative and
the concrete need that the | eadership teas address.
The | eadership teamw Il review a set of
prelimnary policy recommendations this spring and
will release an update to the nmayor, council
chancel l or, police conmm ssioner, relevant agenci es,
and the public in the sunmer. The task force wll
then continue to review progress and finalize
priority topics for discussion during the next
phase of initiative which will begin in the Fall
And approxi mately Decenber the | eadership team wil |

produce its final policy recommendations. So as you
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can see we’ve nade nuch progress. There's stil
much to do. Principals and teachers in sone schools
feel Iike they do not have the resources necessary
to inplenment positive behavioral strategies,
suspensi ons, arrests, and summobnses are often
clustered in the small nunber of schools. Moreover
racial, ethnic, and special education disparities
persist with regard to suspensions, arrests, and
sumonses. The | eadershi p t eam wor ki ng
col l aboratively with DOE, NYPD, and MOCJ teachers
princi pals students and conmunity nenbers wil |l
continue to strive to inprove the climate for
| earni ng and reduce the need for suspensions,
arrests, and summonses in our schools. |I’m happy to
answer any questions you may have. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  You nay begi n.

Good afternoon chairs Dromm G bson
and Deutsch and nenbers of the Education, Public
Saf ety and Non-Public School Conmittees. My name is
Lois Herrera, Chief Executive Oficer of DOE s
Ofice of Safety and Youth Devel opnent. Thank you
for the opportunity to discuss the work DCE has
undertaken to ensure that all our schools maintain

a safe and supportive | earning environment and to
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address Intro 719 and Intro 730. At the outset |I'd
like to thank nenbers of the city council for your

| eadershi p on these inportant issues. Over the
years DOE has worked very closely with the city
council on several school climate initiatives from
respect for all to nost recently the anti-gun-
violence initiative. Cultivating and maintaining a
positive school culture and inproving school safety
are key elenents of this admnistration’s efforts
to raise student achi evenent. We have significantly
I ncreased preventive and conflict resolution
progranmm ng and staff training. Last year we
establish the office of guidance and school
counsel I'i ng whi ch provi des professional devel opnent
to school staff on pronoting positive behavior and
progressive discipline. In addition by the end of
this school year we will have trai ned approxi mately
100 schools in conducting restorative circles. But
the one third of these schools participating in
nore advanced training in restorative conferencing.
In collaboration with the city council we have been
able to inplenment supports to schools under the
anti-gun violence initiative. These include

expandi ng a restorative practices to an additional
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20 to 25 mddle and high schools as well as

i npl enmenting conflict resolution programm ng and 34
school s across 17 target police precincts.
Additionally we are providing algebra tutoring to
students at the four high schools on the Thomas
Jefferson canpus and training to staff in

col | aborative probl em sol ving. A de-escal ation
strategy focused on addressi ng behavi oral
chal | enges. The DCE s division of specialized
instruction al so provides support and expertise to
schools that are engaged in positive behaviora

i nterventions and supports known as PBIS. A
research based school w de behavioral systemthat
teaches and nodel s cl ear behavi oral expectations
for students. W will continue to build the
capacity of schools to inplenent social enotional

| earni ng progranms and work with our community based
organi zation partners to maintain and strengthen a
positive school climate. DOE s strong partnership
with the NYPD School safety division has resulted
in a dramatic reduction and crinme in our schools
creating a safer environnent for our students. Qur
work with the school safety division includes

establ i shing safety protocols and procedures in
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school s devel opi ng school safety and energency

pr epar edness plans and providing training for
school safety agents across nany topics such as
conflict resolution, crisis de-escal ation,

col I aborative problem sol ving, gang preventi on,
anti-bul lying, and awareness of the m suse of
prescription drugs. As Vincent Schiraldi nentioned
as a result of recent policy changes and our

col l aboration with the NYPD School Safety Division
we are seeing a decrease in the nunber of

behavi oral incidents and principal and
superintendent suspensions this year as conpared to
the sanme period | ast year. Wiile we recognize that
suspensions are a necessary option for seriously
danger ous behavi or they are not the sol e neans by
whi ch we hol d students accountable. W’ ve taken
significant steps to pronote alternative

i nterventions to address student behavi or and
reduce school s overreliance on suspensions. Qur
cityw de behavioral expectations to student, to
support student |earning, the discipline code which
i ncludes the bill of student rights and
responsibilities sets forth clearer standards for

student behavi or. The discipline code provides a
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range of gui dance interventions and possible

di sciplinary responses to be used to foster
progressi ve discipline, accountability, and

behavi oral change. The di scipline code is reviewed
and updat ed each year in consultation with various
st akehol ders i ncludi ng school |eaders, teachers and
ot her school based staff, students, parents, and
communi ty menbers. The recently inpl enented
revisions to the discipline code were part of an

I nt eragency col |l aboration on school climte reforns
undertaken by this adm nistration. In order to
ensure appropriate disciplinary responses to

i nsubor di nat e behavior. Principals are now required
to seek authorization fromthe CEO of the Ofice of
Safety and Youth Devel opnent. As the chancellor’s
designee prior to invoking a principal suspension
for defying or disobeying lawful authority often
known as infractions A-22 and B-21 in the revised
di sci pline code. Now a school nust explain prior

di sci plinary guidance and intervention neasures
they have used to support the student and why the
behavi or di srupts the educational process and or
poses a danger to the school conmunity. The revised

code also requires this authorization prior to
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i nvoki ng a principal suspension for students in
grades K through three. Principals are no | onger
able to invoke a suspension for students in, in
grades K through three under the infraction for

m nor altercation or super intendant suspension for
m nor altercation for students in grades four
through 12. W recently proposed a new chancellor’s
regul ati on addressing crisis de-escal ati on and
contacting 9-1-1 for students experiencing

behavi oral crisis. The regulation sets forth the
policies and procedures to be foll owed when these
situations occur. The regul ation requires schools
to nmake every effort where possible to safely just
deescal ate t he behavi or using strategies and

i nterventions for addressing behavioral crisis and
establishes the criteria for when 9-1-1 should be
notified in these instances. It also sets forth the
procedures to be foll owed once 9-1-1 has been
contracted including the requirenent that a report
be filed in OORS, the Online Qccurrence Reporting
System Every school will be required to develop a
crisis de-escalation plan as part of its annua
consol i dated school and youth devel opnent plan and

conduct an orientation for all school staff on the
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crisis de-escalation plan and the requirenent of
the requirenents of the escalation. In the upcom ng
school year the DOE will increase the nunber of
school staff who have trained in therapeutic crisis
i ntervention for schools also known as TClI S. The...
enhancenents to OORS to further refine the data
captured when the school contacts, contacts 9-1-1
for energency nedical services or EMS response.
woul d like to turn to the proposed |egislation.
Intro 719 requires the DCE to report the gui dance
counsel l or and school safety agent ratio for each
school . Approxi mately 2, 700 gui dance counsellors
and 1,200 social workers currently work at NYC
schools. Since the formation of the Ofice of

Qui dance and school counselling over 250 new

gui dance counsel |l ors have been hired throughout the
system |In addition we have established 128
comuni ty schools. These schools wi |l provide
students and famlies with a range of wap around
servi ces additional counselling services. Pursuant
to Local Law 56 of 2014 the gui dance counsellor to
student ratio for each school can now be found on
the DOE's website. The NYPD currently enpl oys

approxi mately 5,000 school safety agents. W
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concerned that this bill requires the reporting of
the nunmber of SSAs assigned to each school,
information that is not included in the NYPD s
quarterly report to city council because disclosure
coul d conprom se the safety of our schoo

communi ties or could otherw se conproni se | aw
enforcenent operations. W support the council’s
goal to increase transparency around student
suspensi ons and behavioral incidents outlined in
Intro 730. W would like to work with the counci
to clarify specific reporting requirenents and
ensure that they are consistent with DOE Policy.
Intro 7320 requires DOE to report on the nunber of
suspensions as well as the nunmber of students
suspended di saggregated by various categories.

G ven the scope of the reporting requirenents and
the I evel of disaggregation required by the
proposed legislation as currently witten we
concern that nuch of the data woul d have to be
redacted in conpliance with the Fam |y Educati onal
Records and Privacy Act or FERPAs you are aware
under FERPA DOE is required to ensure that records
contai ning student identifying information are not

di scl osed data can be consi dered student
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identifying information even if student nanes or

i dentification nunbers are not disclosed we | ook
forward to discussions with the council to ensure
the proposed | egislation neets the twin goals of

i ncreased transparency and conpliance with student
privacy laws. W will continue our efforts to
ensure a safe and supportive school environnment for
all students that is conducive to |earning and that
will foster social enotional growh and resiliency
in our students. W have nmade great strides through
the years but recognize that there is nore work to
do to support our students. Thank you again we | ook
forward to a continued partnership with the counci
on this inportant issue.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you.

BRI AN CONROY: Good afternoon conmittee
chairs and nenbers of the council. | am Assi stant
Chief Brian Conroy Commanding O ficer of the NYPD s
School Safety Division. On behalf of Police
Conmi ssioner WlliamJ. Bratton | would like to
thank you for this opportunity to speak to you
about public safety in New York Gty schools.
Responsi bility for managi ng school safety personne

and designating school safety agents or SSAs to be




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

143
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

enpl oyees of the police departnent over the years
menbers of the police departnent have di scussed
with the council the reasons for that change and
the level of crime that dangerously conprises
safety and security of the city' s public schools at
that tinme to the ultimte detrinment of the

educati onal m ssion. W not that there has been a
52 percent crinme reduction in major crines; 654
versus 1368 over the |l ast 10 years conparing the
2013-14 school year to the 2003-4 school year. That
i ncludes a 69 percent reduction in robberies and a
56 percent reduction in felony assaults. In other
words 205 students were the victins of robbery and
218 fewer students were the victinms of serious
assaults during the | ast school year than had been
victinms during the school years 10 years ago. Today
| am pl eased to be here to talk with you about the
tremendous work that the school safety division has
done in inproving the safety of the school

envi ronment by continuing to reduce crime within
our schools. The departnment is also pleased to
report on the very significant progress being nade
regardi ng school climte and the substanti al

reducti on and the nunber of students who are
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arrested or issued sumons by school safety

di vi sion personnel. O course if you have heard
fromny coll eagues i nproving school climte and
reducing crine is not sonething that the school
safety division does al one. W have several

I nportant partners who make it possible. W begin
with our partners in the Departnent of Education

wi th whom we work very closely on all issues
related to school clinmate, school safety, and
training. W also could not be as successful

wi t hout the strong work relationships with school
princi pals, school adm nistrators, teachers,
parents, and nost inportantly the people we are
there to protect are students. Over the | ast

several years these partnershi ps have grown even
stronger which | believe significantly as
contributed to the inprovenent of school safety and
school climte. The nunbers speak for thensel ves as
ny col | eagues nentioned. Over the past three schoo
years 2011-12 through the 2013-14 the school safety
di vi si on has reduced arrest by 55 percent. And the
nunbers for that is we made 398 arrests during the
2013-14 school year versus 891 in the 2011-12

school year. And sumonses reduced by 67 percent,
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558 versus 1682. At the sane tinme major felony
crime in schools has decreased by 20 percent, 654
versus 813 over the same tine period. If these
trends continue during the current school year in
whi ch 54 fewer students were arrested by the school
safety division personnel through April 5'" 2015
as conpared to the sanme period | ast school year for
a 19 percent reduction. Sunmonses are al so
decreasi ng by 237 versus 291. So the downward trend
is continuing in both arrest and sumonses. In
addi ti on school safety continues to reduce both
areas and continues to work strenuously to continue
this trend. W al so have a reduction of seven
percent reduction in, in cries for this current
school year. So that downward trend in crine is

al so continuing...the dowmmward trend in arrest and
summonses. We attribute nmuch of our success to our
enhance and training programfor the 4,918 school
safety agents and 138 police officers assigned to
the school safety division. It is not a coincidence
that school climte and school safety inprove

toget her as we rave ranped and enhanced our
training. The training for our new school safety

agents recruits has been increased froma 15 week
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training programat the police acadeny to a 17 week
program The conprehensi ve program i ncl udes
training in the areas of war, police science,

behavi oral science, and physical education and
tactics. Included also is the areas of bullying,
the LGBT conmunity, tactical comrunication, and
defusing hostility. In order to assist in preparing
SSAs for their special role as part of the school
community the partner of education personnel also
participate in a training as instructors and
address specific areas such as special education,
school adm nistration, school governance,

adol escent suicide, conflict resolution, bullying,
child abuse, and substance abuse prevention. The
addi tional two weeks has been dedicated to giving
the school safety agents training on howto better
work with the school adm nistration and students in
the col | aborative probl em sol ving, conflict

resol ution, de-escal ation techni ques, and worKki ng
wi th special needs students. For the first tinme we
went outside the departnent to bring in experts in
the fields of collaborative problemsolving and de-
escal ation and conflict resolution. Doctor Stuvant

Aval on [sp?] fromthe Massachusetts Genera
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hospital is working with the school safety division
utilizing the distinct kids program Al agents and
police officers receive an introductory one day
training...programin Septenber 2013. W have j ust
initiative a new segnent of this programcalled
tier one which was given to a total of 300 agent
and police officers just |last week. Tier one is a
two and a half day training by Dr. Avalon [sp?] and
col | aborative probl em sol ving. The agents are al so
getting a half day training on restorative...from
Departnment of Education trainers. The second major
training initiative was conflict resolution
training for Nicholas Long fromthe Life Space
Crisis Intervention Institute. This is a very
intense and interactive three day training program
that not only teaches agents and police officers
how t o deescal ate conflicts and al so ask both
agents and police officers to | ook at how they
react to conflict. These trainings have been very
positively received by both agents and police

of ficers. Both of the new training prograns were

i npl enented in a collaborative effort with the
Departnent of Education. Equally inportant to the

successful work of the school safety divisions are
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our partnerships ad strong working rel ati onshi ps
with elected officials and with organi zati ons and
advi sory groups fromoutside city governnent. One
particularly effective partnership has been

depl oyed with, being devel oped with the Bronx
Parent Action Commttee, a group of concerned
parents who neet with us on a regular basis to

di scuss on ways to handle rime and di sorder in
school s and to inprove school tone. They have
participated in training school safety agent and
continue to provide val uabl e feedback and council.
We want our police officers and school safety
agents to be gatekeepers to prevent unauthorized

I ntruders and weapons from entering our schools.
The need to keep weapons from our schools requires
in some instances the use of nagnetoneters which
has begun in 1988 by the Board of Education’s

D vi sion of School Safety. So far this school year
as of April 5'" we have recovered 1,036 weapons and
dangerous instrunents on school grounds including 9
firearnms which represents an 11.6 percent increase
in the nunber of weapons recovered over the sane
period | ast year. W al so want our personnel and

agents to work with school adm nistrations to keep
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young and vul nerabl e student popul ation from

| eavi ng the school w thout adult supervision.
Finally we want our school safety personnel to work
col l aboratively with school principals to prevent
students from being renoved from school buil dings
for low |l evel offenses that can be handled within
the school environment. As you have heard the
School Safety Division is now an integral part of
the Mayor’s Leadership Team The | eadership of the
school safety division is working with our
representatives fromother city agencies, advocacy
groups, union |eaders, and school principals
devel op new i deas and nake policy recomrendati ons
that will further inprove the school environnment
and further enhance the positive role that our
police officer and school safety agents have in
creating the safe and productive | earning

envi ronment. Now...overvi ew of the work of the
school safety division and its partners we woul d
like to offer our comments on Intro 65 and 730. At
the outset let ne state the obvious. Non-Public
school s represent a vibrant part of the life of
each precinct and our precinct personnel naintains

solid relations with the | eaderships of all schools
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in their precincts both public and non-public. The
need to protect our npst precious resource, our
children is never far fromthe | ocal precinct
commander’s mind and we are al ways eager and
willing to have a conversation with the council and
| ocal conmunity about ways you feel your |oca
police force from precinct conmmanders to be cops
can better serve New Yorkers. The departnent
typically assigns as needed personnel to the routes
comonl y travel ed by students to and from school s
whet her public or non-public both above and bel ow
ground and assigns school crossing guards to both
public and non-public schools as needed. O course
any school |ike any other, of course any schoo

| i ke any other nmenber of our conmunity nmay request
a crime prevention survey fromthe departnment to
assist in inproving the security of its prem ses
and may receive briefings on other, or other

assi stance fromthe departnent, experts on various
topics of interest such as handling a terrori st
threat or an active shooter scenario or efforts to
conbat prescription drug abuse, or the wide variety
of opportunities for interaction activities offered

to young people by the departnent. If and when a
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probl em arising connection with a non-public schoo
the full resources of the police departnent are
depl oyed appropriately to address it. Wiere there
is acrine problemor a quality of life problemor
a threat. Last year for exanple at a |arge non-
public school in Brooklyn a honel ess individua
entered the prem se and refused to | eave. The
police were called and pronptly arrested the

i ndi vidual for crimmnal trespass in the second
degree. In another instance an individual who was
observed conmtting a traffic infraction refused to
produce his |license and registration and attenpted
to flee into a | arge non-public school. He was
pursued and arrested imediately. In a tragic event
i nvol vi ng a synagogue rather than a non-public
school as students, a student was stabbed in the
head by an individual who was threatened who then
threatened the responding police officers, one of
whom fatally shot him Wthin that context we would
now | i ke to discuss Intro 65 which would require

t he assignnment of at | east one NYPD school safety
agent to every non-public school at the school’s
request. Wiile the intent behind the bill is

under st andabl e t he proposal raises several serious
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concerns for the admnistration. The creation of

| egi sl ati on mandating a particul ar |evel of
staffing underm nes the nornmal budget process
that’s set forth in the city charter which

det ermi nes how agency personnel budgets are
establi shed. That process is designed to address
the changes in the city’s needs and resources al
the time. We respectfully suggest that the annual
budgeti ng process should continue to reflect the
real time devel opment of the city’s funding and
staffing priorities without the type of

| egi slatively mandated staffing that woul d prevent
t he budget process fromresponding to current
needs. Further city agenci es possess broad
flexibility under the city’'s laws in determ ning
how to use their staff and resources in order to
satisfy their mssions. This is one of the nost

i nportant ways the mayor and agency heads are held
accountable. That is they re expected to depl oy
staff and resources effectively. W note that the
pol i ce comm ssioner nust bal ance many priorities to
deal with both continuing and enmergi ng security
chal | enges. The conmi ssioner needs to be able to

alter deploynent rapidly to respond to those
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chal | enges wi t hout goi ng through the | aw maki ng
process. If legislation requires that the

conmm ssioner deploy particular staff to particul ar

| ocations and if this type of |egislation serves as
a nodel for other simlar initiatives the
accountability and responsibility that are inherent
in the jobs of both the police conm ssioner and the
mayor will be deeply conprom sed, potentially
conprom sing public safety as well. Intro 65 wll
repl ace the expertise and judgnent of the police
comm ssi oner and NYPD on where and what needs
police protection on a given day with that of
private non-security experts. W agree with the
spirit of the bill that non-public schools need and
deserve protection. W work hard to do that now and
enjoy strong relationship with these institutions
all over the city. W are open to tal ki ng about how
to do it even better but the police need to reach,
to retain prerogatives and responsibility for how
their force are deployed to achieve the, the
protection that these institutes, institutions
deserve. The NYPD is also aware that Intro 65 is
not the only bill that the council has introduced

related to security and non-public schools. Intro




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

154
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

330, a bill introduced by Council Menber Koo takes
a very different approach, one that focuses on
physical security inprovenent. These are also | ega
and | ogi stical questions surroundi ng that approach.
But the Intro 65 we are always willing to have a
contra, a conversation with you about the best ways
to protect New York’s children. Wth respect to
Intro 730 we understand that the council’s intent
to expand the anount and ki nds of information that
are reported to the police departnent by the police
departnent on a quarterly basis in order to gain
greater insight into department’s activities and
public schools. As | hope you have we have

comuni cated. We are highly focused on working in
col l aboration with all our school safety partners

i ncluding the council and we wel cone the di scussion
of the bill in nmuch greater detail at a staff |evel
in order to determ ne how we may provide nore
information in a practical matter consistent the
way we keep records and w t hout conpronising
student privacy or safety. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak with you today and |I'1| be

pl eased to answer any questions you may have.
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CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Thank you Ms. Herrera. Thank you M.
Schiral di and thank you Chi ef Conroy for being
here. I want to acknow edge the presence of Counci
Menbers Rafael Espinal and Robert Cornegy and due
to tinme I’mgoing to just turn over ny questioning,
"1l get back to you, to Chair Dromm for questions.
Thank you

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Thank you very
much Chair G bson and thank you all for comng in
to testify today. | don’t know if you heard ny
openi ng remarks but in my opening remarks | did
question the need and the validity of why we have
police in our schools rather than have educators
make deci si ons about school discipline. And | have
a fundanental basic problemw th that. And in terns
of even just | ooking over your testinony and pl ease
don’t take this personally but you know I’ mreadi ng
the titled M. Schiraldi you know Mayor’s O fice of
Crimnal Justice. First of all our students are not
crimnals and they shouldn’t be presuned to be
crimnals. But be that as it may titles are
important. And I, | appreciate the fact that the

chancel | or separated two offices recently due to
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titles. But the fact that we’re having this

di scussion with the crimnal justice head and wth
an officer ina, inauniformas well is, is
troubling to ne. I1'd like to know do ot her school
districts around the state have police in their
school s?

BRI AN CONROY: ..not aware of if they do
or do not. You know we didn’'t cone prepared to
answer that.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROMM  So this is a
uni que need to New York City?

BRI AN CONROY: | don’t think it’s unique
to New York Gty but I’mnot prepared to provide
i nformati on on what other districts do.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVMM  Ms. Herrera do
you know? No. | guess we’'re not going to get an
answer to that. So let me talk to you about then
the nunmber of school safety agents versus the
nunber of gui dance counsellors. | believe in the
testinony that | heard it’s al nost four to one. So
there are four safety agents to al nost, to one
gui dance counsell or or there abouts [phonetic]. So

that’ s about 1,200 gui dance counsellors?
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LOS HERRERA: No. No no it’'s, it’s
2,683 gui dance counsel lors, 1,207 social workers.
Toget her that’s 3, 890.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  And how nmany
school safety agents? 5,000. So there’s
substantially nore, nore school safety agents in
our schools than there are gui dance counsell ors.
Ms. Herrera do you see that as a probl en?

LO S HERRERA: | woul d always say it’s
great to have nore gui dance counsellors as, as |
have testified before but | don't think one role
precl udes the other role.

CO- CHAl RPERSON DROW M. Schiral di do
you think that that speaks to the priorities of
this adm ni stration?

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: | think that the
adm ni strati on has expanded the nunber of gui dance
counsel l or has in schools and not expanded the
nunber of school safety agents though.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM At the insistence
of the, of this commttee actually. W held a
hearing on it and we did sonme reporting bills on it
to shine the light on the fact that there weren't

enough gui dance counsellors in the school. So I’'m
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glad that you're, youre wlling to take credit for
that but in fact it was at the insistence of this
conmttee that we did that. | have a fundanental
probl em al so as do a nunber of the council nenbers
with the fact that there are so many nore school
safety agents than there are gui dance counsell ors.
So when we tal k about restorative practices |
believe that really we should be talking to
educators about that and that’s not to underm ne
your qualifications for the jobs that you do as
wel | but do either of you have any background in
child devel opnment ?

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : Either of us? I...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  Yes.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : ..have a Master’s in
social work and | ran a juvenile justice systemin
Washi ngton D.C. before...[cross-tal k]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Ckay.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : ..Departnent.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  Chi ef Conr oy?

BRI AN CONROY: | do not. But our roleis
to provide safety and security.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  What type of

background do your school safety agents have to
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di ffuse these type of situations? | nean it, it’s,
|’ ve heard an awful |ot today about training and
training is good but what type of background do
they have to be able to deal with students on this
very very sensitive |evel?

BRI AN CONROY: That’s exactly what’s
part of their training so...[cross-talK]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  But currently
t hey have none or very little. It’s only been
recently that you' ve been training themin nore
restorative practices. And | applaud the chancell or
for doing that but prior to that there really was
none.

BRI AN CONROY: They al ways received sone
| evel of training on...[cross-talKk]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROW  And...

BRI AN CONROY: ..restorative...[Ccross-
t al k]

CO- CHAl RPERSON DROWM .what was t hat
| evel ?

BRI AN CONROY: ..resolution. [cross-talKk]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVMM  What was t hat

| evel of training? [cross-talK]
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BRI AN CONROY: ..received that at the
pol i ce acadeny. W’ ve enhanced that training...
[cross-tal K]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  How | ong was t hat
training for?

BRI AN CONROY: So it was a part of the
15 weeks training that they received at the police
acadeny.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM 15 weeks. And
we're dealing with very conplicated social and
enotional issues that students bring to our schools
every single day. It, it really calls to question
exactly what we’'re doing in ternms of handling
students who bring issues to school. Now | have to
tell you | read the newspaper again today and | was
very di sturbed about an incident for a student who
| don’t believe had many issues but was stopped at
the front door of his school by school safety
agents who threw himto the ground after having
grabbed his eyegl asses. | have to tell you how
di sturbed I am by this. You know as a teacher, as a
New York City public school teacher for 25 years
before | got elected to the council. And ensuring

the dignity of every student who wal ks through the
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door is sonething that was of the highest priority
to ne. And | know that when students wear gl asses
to school one they open thensel ves up to bullying.
And it takes courage even for those students to put
on those glasses. But it takes even nore courage
for a student who's put together his eyegl asses
with a pin to continue to want to go to school. But
then when he’s found to neet opposition at the door
and the grabbing of his glasses as | understand
press reports and the throwi ng of the student to
the ground, the handcuffing of this student does
not speak well to any of the training or the, or
the restorative practices that the Departnent of
Education or the NYPD, or the school safety agents
al l eged that they do. So can you explain to ne what
went on at this Park Slope School on the John Jay
Canpus?

BRI AN CONROY: That matter is presently
under investigation so...[cross-talKk]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM Wl | | had a
feeling that that’s what you say. And that’'s what
al ways happens when you cone in here. What about
Ms. Herrera because this is an education issue.

Where do you stand on this issue?
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LO S HERRERA: W are wor ki ng very
closely with the NYPD and working on protocols for
when students enter buildings...[cross-talKk]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  As a gui dance
counsel lor Ms. Herrera do you believe that this is
the best approach to handling our students in the
New York City public school systen?

LO S HERRERA: | woul d hope that all our
students are treated with dignity when they enter
the school building and | know that Chief Conroy
woul d agree with nme on that.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVMM  The problemis is
that we're tired of waiting. W’ ve heard these
stories over and over and over and over again. And
this probably to nme was one of the nbst egregious,
for me to have to hear that as a New York Cty
public school teacher was just horrible. Were are
the officers with an S now? Have they been
suspended, have they put on restrictive duty?

BRI AN CONROY: Again that matter is
under investigation.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  That’ s not part

of the investigation. I would |ike to know where
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those officers are and | would |ike to know the
answer to that question now.

BRI AN CONROY: As | indicated that
matter is under investigation.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Are they still in
t he school ?

BRI AN CONROY: Sone of the agents are
not currently in the school at this tine.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROMM  |' m sorry?

BRI AN CONROY: Sone of the agents
i nvolved are not currently in the school at this
time.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROW  And sone are?

BRI AN CONROY: Not all the agents who
work in that school were involved in the incident.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM  But a nunber of
them were. Have you identified all of the agents
that were involved in that incident?

BRI AN CONROY: Again that matter is
under investigation. Those agents...overall. And |
also nmet with the principals in that school after
the incident to express our interest in making sure
that we respond and act properly inside the school.

W' ve done a tremendous job in that school in
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maki ng that school a safe environnent for students.
And we will continue to do that and continue to
work with the school adm nistration and the
Departnent of Education to continue with that

m ssi on.

CO CHAI RPEERSON DROW  Ms. Herrera do
you agree that principals should not have the fina
say in determ ning what happens in situations |ike
this?

LOS HERRERA: | think if the agents
feel if, that a crinme has been conmtted they take,
they take priority. But | think certainly the
wi shes of the principal should be taken into
consi derati on.

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  so do you believe
that wearing eyeglasses with a pininit is a
crinme?

LO S HERRERA: | do not.

CO CHAI RPERSON DROW (Okay do, do M.
Schiral di or Chief Conroy believe that a pinis a
danger ous weapon?

BRI AN CONROY: Again we’'re going to | ook
at that incident fromthe totality of the whole

incident as it happened...[cross-tal K]
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CO- CHAI RPRSON DROW | " m j ust aski ng
for future reference so that students know whet her
they should pin their glasses together any |onger
or not.

BRI AN CONROY: Typically a pin is not
consi dered a weapon.

CO- CHAl RPERSON DROVWM  And Ms. Herrera
was the student who had the gl asses pinned together
of fered any opportunity for help in securing a new
pair of gl asses?

LO S HERRERA: | don’t know.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Then so nuch for
the restorative practices then. That’s what 1, al
| can say on this matter. It’s very very
di sturbing. If it was nme and a student did that
and, and he had the courage to cone into school
with a pinin his glasses what | would have done is
try to offer hima new pair of glasses or try to
find out a place where he could go to get a new
pair of glasses. Alright | think |I’ve made ny point
on that issue. But let nme just go to a couple of
ot her issues that are of concern to ne. Can you

describe the roll of the hearing officer in
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det er mi ni ng whether or not a suspension is granted
and the length of the suspensions?

LO S HERRERA: So the, the hearing
of ficer actually hears the nmerits of the case and,
and a superintendent suspension can neke
reconmendations and ultimtely the final
di sposition after the hearing is in the
jurisdiction of the early resolution counsellor who
i s a pedagogue.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM  And when t hose
hearings are upheld the suspension nust proceed and
the student goes to an alternative |earning center
what type of follow up is done to nmake sure the
student is getting appropriate instruction and what
type of followup is done once the student’s tine
in the alternative learning center is, is finished
and conmuni cation back to the school ?

LO S HERRERA: W' re actually very proud
of the acadenmic rigor that we offer and the
alternate | earning centers we have certified
pedagogues in all of the ALCs in subject areas and
so we’'re confident that we're offering students
academ ¢ coursework conmi serate with what they

woul d receive in their honme school. And there are
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gui dance counsel |l ors at each of the ALCs who nake,
who make contact with the home school to ease the
transition back.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM I, | just want to
go back to the question | was asking before in
terms of the training. What type of neasurable
out comes are you expecting from school safety
agents in terns of what they re expected to do in,
in, in any type of situation how they handl e these
si tuations?

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: So Chair Dromm we're
expecting the outcones that we’'re so far receiving
which is a very substantial decline then arrests
and sunmonses at the same tine that we’'re having a
very substantial decline in crine.

CO CHAI RPERSON DROM  No... 1’ m
specifically talking to the situations where,
situations could have been deescal ated and, and
then how do you nmeasure that and how do you
det erm ne whether the officer acted appropriately,
not necessarily the suspension rate which
congratulate you on in, in ternms of |owering the

suspension rates. But | do believe that actually
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that’s probably nore roll of the DCE and actual ly
the, the school safety agents.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: So | was talking
about arrest rates...

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Mm hmm

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: So with, with 5,000
or so SSAs and 1.1 mllion students the SSA has
arrested 398 people last year. So | guess ny point
I's your question earlier you said how long are we
going to wait and | am absol utely understand the
concern about this issue. W' ve heard about, |
don’t want to tal k about this issue because it is
under investigation but during the tine that we’ ve
had this | eadership team we’ ve heard of ot her
i ndi vidual issues of this type that young people
were treated in ways that no one would want their
kid treated. So | don't, | don't want to sit here
and act as though none of us have feelings about
that we all absolutely do and we share your
concerns. That's exactly why we’'re doing what we're
doing. Since they started this training arrests and
summonses, not just suspensions but arrests and
sumonses have plumeted. | went to the training

| ast week. DOE people were there. NYPD people were
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there. The trainers from Harvard basically,
Massachusetts CGeneral that's affiliated with
Harvard were there. They, it was ironic because
they were discussing a case at that very nonent
extrenely simlar to the case that you just tal ked
about. And so they’'re not, they' re not fooling
around there. They got some of the best people in
the country to cone and train their staff. Short of
getting rid of SSAs conpletely and that could
certainly be a debate about that they’' re doing a
pretty good job. They' ve trained all of them on

| evel one. They’ ve extended the, the acadeny by two
weeks so that the fresh ones comng in get nore
than just regular police training but get the sort
of social enotional training that you woul d want
themto get. And in their training all of themon

| evel two and then they're going to start training
all of themon level 3 which are nmuch nuch deeper

| evel s of being able to deescalate. So far they're
doing a pretty good job I think of, of noving the
nunbers down. Doesn’t nean everybody’s going to get
caught. | ran two | arge governnment bureaucracies.
Every day | woke up know ng sonebody in those

bur eaucraci es were doing sonething I w sh they
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didn’t do. But you can’t have sort of universa
conpl i ance. What you can have is a real solid
attenpt which | think they have of training people
to behave in ways they want themto behave and then
hol di ng peopl e accountabl e and you can only hol d

t hem accountabl e after you do the investigation.
[cross-tal K]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROMM Wl | first of all
let ne, let ne just say that | don’'t blame all
school safety agents for the faults of sonme and |
green with you on that totally as | would with
teachers and other in, enployees of the Departnent
of Education. But when we’'re tal ki ng about
restorative justice neasures with people who have
not been previously trained in sone of these
neasures one of the things that I think we need to
|l ook to is having sone type of neasurabl e outcone.
Then we can see where these changes are occurring
in the school safety officers. So do you do an
eval uation of the school safety officers on an
annual basis?

BRI AN CONROY: As NYPD police officers
do school safety agents also get an annua

evaluation. So if there’s problens with their
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conduct it will be noted in their evaluation

Peopl e are sent for retraining. People, assignnents
are changed and they continue to be eval uated. And
we certainly don't tol erate any behavior that
doesn’t conply with our goals and our mssion to
provide that safe environnent that, and working
together with our partners in school safety it,

wi thin the school which also includes the students.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVWM  So does their
eval uation include a section that says
i npl enmentation of restorative justice practices or
sonet hi ng al ong those |ines?

BRI AN CONROY: It does not. | don't
believe it says that specifically but I’mnot sure
how we woul d nmeasure that. But we neasure...\\&
certainly review..if they get any conplaints...
[cross-tal K]

CO CHAI RPERSON DROW Well | think if
you had sonething on an evaluation that an officer
woul d see it places priority on that and then it
sends a cl ear nmessage to the school safety agents
that this is sonething that they nust enploy if

they wanted to be rated satisfactorily.
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BRI AN CONROY: That certainly could be
taken into consideration so...

CO CHAI RPERSON DROW Certainly
sonmething that we do with the pedagogues and the
teachers in the schools is to put that on different
types of evaluations. So in just...l think it was in
Ms. Herrera' s testinmony in ternms of the FERPA issue
there nust be a way that we can get this
informati on wi thout violating the FERPA, am |
correct on that.

LO S HERRERA: Yes, and |’m sure that we
can work that out.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Ckay good because
that’ s sonething that we want to nove forward on
with that as well. Alright I nean I, listen I'm
very very upset about what happened in Park Sl ope.
I’ mglad that you’ ve shown sone enpathy for the
student. | hope that the DOE has gone out and
talked to the student and held the student up for
hi s courage and for what he has done. | understand
that there’s still a summons out and that he has to
go to court. And | think that there needs to be a
way to be, to find out that this student does not

have to go to court for sonmething that he did not
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do wong. Are you going to commt to finding a way
to maki ng sure that that student does not have to
go to court?

BRI AN CONROY: | can, | cannot commit to
t hat .

CO CHAI RPERSON DROM Wl | | have a
thing here. Student given summons over pin in
br oken gl asses ask NYPD to drop charges. So note
there, there’s no way that you can have the charges
dr opped agai nst the student? Wat did he do wong
that he has to show up for court now?

BRI AN CONROY: Again the entire incident
is under investigation so there was an incident
I nsi de that school ...

CO CHAI RPERSON DROVMWM Al ri ght .

BRI AN CONROY: ..received a sunmons for
so that needs, that is part of the investigation.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DROVM Wl | | certainly
hope that you investigate quickly. Maybe we shoul d
have you back in a couple of weeks and we can find
out what your investigation has uncovered. That
woul d probably give you enough tine and then we can
find out what the, how this has been adjudi cated.

Thank you
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CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Thank you very nuch
Chair Dromm | appreciate it and |I know you have to
go. We’'ve been joined by Council Menber Corey
Johnson. And today is nmy day of being extrenely
courteous to ny col |l eagues because I'’mgoing to
also divert ny tinme and turn this over to Counci
Menber Lander for a quick question.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Thank you very
much Chair G bson and to Chair Dromm and, and Chair
Deutsch as well. And, and I'Il be brief because I
do, | just want to hone in on not so nuch this
i nci dent but some of the questions it raises nore
broadly. | appreciate the testinony that you al
gave and that this admnistration is noving in a
strong and positive direction on these issues is a
far cry fromthe last admnistration. At the sane
tine there’s a long way to go. These are hard
i ssues and we aren’t getting themright yet. And so
I, you know on the norning that incident happened I
reached out to Inspector Pintos at Community
Affairs and he was right on top of it and he
reached out to, to you and to the other divisions
and assured ne in a way that | found genui ne that

there’s a, a real investigation underway in your
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I nvestigative unit, in IAB, and wth a CCRB
referral which says to ne that this is an incident
that’ s being taken seriously and that pending

i nvestigation we don’t know but that there s an
openness on the part of 1PP that this was handl ed
very badly. And to ne...|’mnot going to ask you to
respond to this until you have the investigation,
it looks like it was handled very badly. And I, |
need to extend a little on what the chair said. Not
only that the netal detector was set off by a
safety pin that led to a, a really problematic
interaction at the point of view of the scanners
but then the student was upstairs in the
principal’s office when an officer not from schoo
safety but fromthe precinct canme in and dragged
hi m out of the principal’s office, was going to
arrest himand ended up in the issuance of a
sumons all over, at |east as anyone seens to be
able to tell, the fact that the netal detector was
set off by the safety pin holding his glasses
together. So I'll wait for your investigation to
find out that sonething el se happened but if the
facts has been reported sort of publically and by

teachers and by school personnel and by the
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principal are that then | will expect that there is
real you know accountability and discipline and |
want to ask you to do that today and that for sure
if that’s the case that this sunmons is vacated you
know assum ng that that’'s the, the fact pattern of
what actually happened. And it is deeply troubling
so...But my questions actually go to the scanners
because the problemfor ne is this is a school that
|’ ve been pushing to see the scanners renoved for
years. Several of those principals have wanted them
removed. And in ny opinion they do much nore harm
than good I know and |’ ve asked and | get told how
many knives and other netal objects get pulled out
but | also know it creates a culture in that schoo
where a ton of kids the vast majority of whom don’'t
do anything wong get to made to feel like they're
crimnals on the daily basis where the school can’t
| et kids go out to lunch because they can’t cone
back in because they’ ve got scanners in the school.
And | have asked in the past can soneone pl ease
explain to me or point me at a policy for where we
put the scanners, how we track where we put the
scanners, what the data is that guides it, how we

wat ch whet her they’ re needed, how we let the
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schools know that there’s a path where safety could
be i ncreased so they could get rid of them and
where there’s also a policy for knowi ng where they
come out based on a broader set of goals of safety
buil ding within a school and restorative justice.
And in the past no one has been able to show ne a
policy that answers any of those questions. And so
my question is is there a policy for the placenent
renoval and pl anni ng around the scanners in our
school s?

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : W are working very
closely with the Departnment of Education to nmake
sure that there is a clear policy so everybody can
understand it...also part of the |eadership team
And...\W are working on comng up with a policy that
the public and city are open to the council that
wi || denponstrate what the protocol is clearly for
everyone as far as renoving or requesting scanning
be, to be put into a school. The one thing I do
want, you know when | met with the principals the
vast majority of the principals in that school are
for the scanning in that school. They want the
scanning in the school, very clearly want the

scanning in the school. The other part of that is
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you know there’s no intention certainly on the
school safety or Departnent of Education to have
t he scanning be something that is crimnalizing al
of our students to feel that way. And as part of
our job is to nake sure students don't feel that
way. And we have net with students and we hear from
both sides. W hear from students that say they
feel safer in the building because of scanning and
there are of course students that, that object to
the scanning. So there is, there is an argunent on
both sides of that. So we are certainly committed
to making sure that the policy is clear working
together with our partners. And, and we al so have
to nmention about the nunber of weapons that do get
recovered. Those weapons would be in the school if
they were not recovered in scanning. And just to go
back to...on the pin we’re not clear yet and the
i nvestigation will determne that and 1’'Il let you
know i s whether that pin actually did set off the,
the scanner or that was just an independent action
regardi ng observati on.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: So just so I'm
clear you re saying there is not currently a clear

policy but you are working to devel op one?
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VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : ..we have, we, we
have a policy. It’s based a lot on the principal’s
desires to...[cross-talk] have it or not and we'd
li ke to broaden that policy to maybe in, include...
[cross-tal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: First...

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : ..sone other factors.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER First if there
is one | would appreciate it if you could provide
it to the conmttee.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : Mm hmm

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER And | guess |I'm
aski ng about the placenent as well as the renoval.
Because as far as | can tell there is a renoval
policy which is if all of the principals in a...what
| was told is the policy is, and this was in the
prior admnistration last tinme | tried to get these
ones renoved, if every principal in the building
signs a letter asking for themto be renoved then
they will get to go to a scared strai ght session
with the NYPD where they are told if there are
problenms in the building after the scanners are
renoved we’ll blame it on...you know...you will be

responsi ble. So would you like to have the scanners
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renoved. And then of course all the principals
renove the names fromthe letter and say no | don’t
want the scanners renoved. How could | have it on
ny head as to collaborative planning for how to
achi eve shared goals. So it’s not surprising to ne
that at this point the principals haven't said that
they want themrenoved. But that’s not a policy.
And it’s not a policy for placenent either. That’s
a policy about renoval. | don’t believe you, |
don’t believe there is a policy that explains where
they are currently in ways that would satisfy any
of us that are data driven based on the kinds of
data we ought to use to nake these decisions. So I,
l ...

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: W’ re doi ng exactly
what you just tal ked about. So, | nmean not, not the
previous thing but the next thing which is trying
to cone up with a data driven way to have this
deci sion get nmade. W don’t know what the end of
that conversation’s going to be like but that is
actually in the working group co-chaired by Chief
Conroy right now which is what is a sort of data
driven | ogical way to decide where scanners shoul d

and shoul d not be. And then what’s the process for
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novi ng them from where they shouldn’t be to where
they should be. And so that, that is going to
happen. And that was in the works before this

i nci dent ever happened. That was on the schoo

saf ety agenda.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER So then let ne
just conclude by asking just for two dates. | nean
by when do you think there’' Il be a, a policy that
we can review and | ook at and, and by when do we,
shoul d we, you think the investigation of this
particular incident wll ...

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : We, we shoul d have
the recommendati ons done by the sumer. 1’11 let
you answer the investigation...

BRI AN CONROY: As far as...| don't want
to put a target date at this tinme until | |ook at
where it’s progressed so far and then I wll get
back to you...you know when | anticipate...

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER So we woul d
appreciate if you would followup with the
commttee in the next week with a date by which
that investigation will be done and we’ll | ook
forward by the sunmer to having, a policy refer,

view nore broadly on, on scanner placenent renoval
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Thank you. And Madam Chair thank you for your
i ndul gence.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very much
Counci | Menber Lander and just want to make sure
for the record Council Menber Drommis being
honored this evening with our chancellor so he did
have to | eave but he does apol ogize and certainly
he knows how to reach you so we’ll make sure we
follow up. | just had a couple of questions. So
goi ng through all three testinonies...And obviously
the announcenent in February to ne sets forth a
vision of how this adm nistration is going to be
different in its approach to providing public
safety for our schools. Recognizing the role the
SSAs pl ay, the value they bring but al so changi ng
the culture and there being a cultural shift so
that the environment that we create for our
children is an environnent that produces respect,
dignity, and learning and not the pipeline to
prison right. | said that in nmy opening. And I want
to make sure |I focus on that because in the
testinony | was a little disturbed to see that we
have al nost 5,000 SSAs, 27 hundred gui dance

counsel lors, and 12 hundred soci al workers for 17
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hundred school buildings in this city. So obviously
when we tal k about resources in the classroom and
in the schools it is inportant that there is an

i nvestnment in guidance and social workers and |
know you know you know t hat. Because we’re having a
| ot of conversations about SSAs and the rol es that
you know t hey play. And you know obviously the

i ncident at the John Jay Canpus is a classic
exanpl e of what goes wong right. And | think we
can all agree. | know there’s a current

I nvestigation but we can all acknow edge that that

i nci dent coul d have been prevented and it would
have played out in a different way. | believe that
the SSAs at that school, | would assune and hope
that in their level of responsibility, expertise,
and experience that they woul d have the training
necessary to deescal ate that situation so that the
police departnent is not called. That should be the
absolute last option in any instance. And | guess
I’m fearful because that incident hit the paper but
| can only inmagi ne what other things go on that
don’t make the paper. And | guess that’s the reason
why we keep doing the work we do and why we have

such conversation about this shift because there
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has to be a shift. The work that we’re doing and
the restorative practices, the educationa

pl anni ng, the reengagenent for nmany of our court

i nvol ved students, the therapeutic crisis
intervention, the math tutoring program saga

I nnovations...That’'s five mllion dollars that we
are adding to DOE's budget. So what |1'd like to
know with the school |eadership climate teamthat’s
been conposed of educators and parents and
advocates which | appreciate the city council has
representation there. You nention M. Schiraldi

that there is a report that will be comng out this
summer. So the five mllion dollars that we are now
begi nning to invest are we | ooking for that

i nvestnent to provide results that would be in this
report or is this just the overall reconmendations
of what we expect to be produced?

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: So this first round
of recomendations will be future oriented. It
really won’t be exam ning the outcones of that five
mllion dollars because nost of those services
haven't even been procured. Saga has started but
t hese, you know when you put noney into a budget it

doesn’t nean they automatically start right away
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after RFP things procure them and they start up. So
that was the amount the mayor put in the budget to
i nprove school climte, only a very small anount of
whi ch has al ready begun because it only was you
know announced in February.

LO S HERRERA: Ckay. But there is an
eval uative conponent to, to SAGA that, that’ |l kick
in for the next school year. So SAGA started in
February and should it be expanding but it wl]l
al so have an, a third party evaluation to it.

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ckay and...[cross-

t al k]

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : ..answer your
guesti on?

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Yes, sure. O
course. Ms. Herrera in your testinony you tal ked
about two revisions that we have made to
di sciplinary responses to insubordinate behavi or.
And | think a |ot of the advocates have cone to al
of us about A-22 and B-21 right? And we acknow edge
we need to nmake substantial changes. So what 1’d
like to understand is this new process in order for
a principal to suspend a student fromK to three

and four to 12 they have to now go through an
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approval to denonstrate why that student is being
suspended and provi de sone of the history of that
particul ar student. So in order for that to be
approved it has to go through your office. And what
happens if your office says this suspension is not
approved what happens to that student in the
school ?

LOS HERRERA: So the, this is an
aut omat ed process that goes through, to our
suspension directors and our, and our hearing
offices. It goes through our...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ri ght .

LO S HERRERA: W have brought on
additional staff to do this. It will happen in a
very tinmely way. We’re hoping that this will be a
teachabl e nonent and a, a great opportunity to have
conversations with principals around this so that
we can ensure a certain degree with confidence that
t he suspensions aren’t being given
i ndi scrimnately. \What happened with the
i nsubordi nation infraction is that there’'s a | ot of
| atitude. What | mght consider wllful defiance
per haps sonebody el se mi ght not. And so we’'re using

this as an opportunity to have a conversation with
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the principal and get a sense of to what degree do
t he behavior disrupt, instruction, what were the
prior behaviors, is this part of a pattern, and
what interventions have been used. And on the basis
of that nmy office will nmake a determ nation yay or
nay whether that principal suspension can go
forward. There are other disciplinary responses
that are options. So suspension is not the only way
to address behavior and this mght be a fruitful
to, to request that the principal using other neans
to address the behavior. By no neans, by no neans
are we saying that dis, disruptive behavior or
defiant behavior is okay or acceptable but we're
saying that we don’'t think the suspensions is the
way to go if it wasn’'t sonething that interfered
with instruction or if it wasn't part of a pattern
of behavi or.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Right. So are we
| ooking with a lot of this reformtalk at some of
the core issues that lead to this type of behavior?
Because | always say there’s a reason for
everything and students with multiple suspensions
in a given school year to ne is a cry for help. So

the prograns that we tal k about, the guidance
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counsellors, the social workers. Conflict nediation
| have to say is the nost crucial in, in terns of
ways to deescal ate these situations. There’ve been
too many instances where young people were issued
sumons, arrested, suspended for things that really
need to be dealt with at the school |evel. And you
know I, | always say sonetines you know we have to
understand that the 21° century our children are
learning in a different environnent now and they're
comng to school wth a nultitude of problens. So
many children are in shelters. They are foster kids
and they have special needs. They have
disabilities. And that really requires us as the
adults to do things different, to address a | ot of
those issues and be nore preventative than
reactionary. So with cases of multiple suspensions
where there’s one student that just keeps getting
suspended for pretty much the sane reasons what,
what, how do we address and how do we deal wth
t hose, those students?

LO S HERRERA: Wl |l that’s why we're
| ooki ng at the interventions that have been used
with the student before. So if we see that there’'s

a pattern but that there haven’t been attenpts at
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interventions then that’s the way we engage the
princi pal .

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. And while we
do not have enough gui dance counsellors, and I’ m
saying that on the record, nor social workers a
nunber of our public school buil dings have school
based health centers which I’ma huge fan of when I
was in the assenbly very supportive of funding from
Al bany to inplenent nore school based health
centers. So in terns of the partnerships where the
sum of our schools and nedical providers | know we
have a nunber of community schools which I'’malso a
fan of and our renewal schools what types of
part nershi ps do we have at the school |evel and
[’m I'mgetting to the multiple 9-1-1 calls that
are made from schools to pick up and take children
to the | ocal enmergency roomfor a behavioral or a
medi cal or a mental issue. So at the school |evel
what types of partnerships do we have where there's
al nrost a protocol, if a student is disruptive, |IEP
disability do we automatically call a nedica
professional if they’'re not on site? Do we go to
the doctor that’'s in the school ? How does that work

before we get to the energency roonf
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LO S HERRERA: Wel | that’'s part of the,
the new chancellor’s regulation that’'s up for, for...
it’ll go before PEP in May. This has to do with de-
escal ation and training that we’ ve agreed to do for
our school staff particularly in schools, the 20
school s that had the highest nunmber of calls to EMS
for behavioral reasons and we’ll be constantly
| ooki ng at that data and inviting nore schools to
participate in training. So yes we are |ooking at
ways of deescal ating so that we don’t automatically
pi ck up the phone and call 9-1-1 for behaviora
i nci dent that could be deescal ated o the schoo
| evel . And yes we do have partnerships with the
school based health clinics that have nental health
conponents. And in other places we have a nobile
crisis unit that has been depl oyed, that can be
deployed if there is a behavioral incident and we
need assi stance. So yes we’'re always | ooking for
ot her ways of, of handling behavioral incidents
that don’t automatically require an anbul ance to be
cal | ed.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Where are our
nmobile crisis units? There’s one in the Bronx

right?
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LO S HERRERA: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: And where el se?
That’'s it?

LO S HERRERA: No | think also in...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: There are two?

LO S HERRERA: There...in Queens.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: There’s one in
Queens and there’s one in the Bronx. So right now
if we have situations where students are disruptive
and there’s no |like nedical professional onsite
then we would automatically call this nobile unit
and they woul d physically conme or how woul d that
wor k?

LO S HERRERA: Wel | first of all if we
can deescal ate the conflict and, and resolve it so
that the behavior is at a, a level where it can be
addressed by the school, that’s nunber one. But if
we do need to call a nobile crisis unit because we
think that there is sonmething nore going on for the
student we would do that and they woul d, they cone
to the school.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Are we | ooking to

expand on that, on the nobile units?
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LO S HERRERA: It’'s not a DOE

initiative.
CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ch okay.
LO S HERRERA: The nobile crisis unit.
CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ch okay. |’'m sorry.

| apol ogize. Sorry. | wanted to ask...so as you know

there are three bills that we have been tal king
about Intro 65, 719, and 730 which two of them are
| ooking for additional reporting. So | don’'t
remenber who but one of you tal ked about sone of
the restrictions and, and Chair Drommreally
enphasi zed that. So I’ m hoping that we can have a
conversation on how we can get beyond you know t he
federal regulations sinply because we need the
data, the data wll denonstrate for us trends and
patterns of students that have nultiple

suspensi ons, the netal detectors, the pernmanent
ones in place, how we define where they go and
those that are renoved. Because we, you know we
have many co-I| ocated schools and we have sone
principals that want the netal detectors and sone
that don’t as you know. So it’s a struggle because
many of themconme to us and it’s really hard to

find a balance. The other thing that’'s been really
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di sturbing for me is the high |level of children
t hat have been restrai ned by handcuffs. And sadly
many of them have been as young as five years ol d.
And as | said you know this conversation is about
prevention. So using restraints whether they are
Vel cro restraints or other devices is that a part
of the conversation and what are we doing to nake
changes so that children as young as five do not
have to be restrai ned by handcuffs?

BRI AN CONROY: We are wor ki ng very
cl osely, have been working very closely with the,
with the Mayor’s O fice on devel oping policies that
woul d certainly reduce or, the nunber of students
that are handcuffed. So the part of the key
conponent of that policy is dealing with students
under the age of 12. And by that the last resort
woul d be netal handcuffs. Qur first option there is
ver bal commands or constructive restraint. Even the
Vel cro cuffs would only be used if it was for the
safety of the child involved or other people that
may be present. So it’s progressive. |If netal
handcuffs or handcuffs are used to restrain
sonmebody under 12 there’ Il be an inmedi ate response

by a, a high | evel executive fromthe police
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departnment to review that incident that wll report
back to nyself and the chief of patrol on what
happened...and see what we can learn fromthat also.
But we have...It’s clear fromthe discussions we' ve
had, and agreenents we had with city hall that we
are going to nake every effort not to use neta
handcuf fs unl ess under ...ci rcunst ances or energency
situations on certainly students under 12 years

ol d.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: So | think we're,
we're getting to an agreenent here. So we all agree
that again |ast resort when there are absolutely no
alternatives that will work that children under 12
shoul d not be placed in handcuffs right?

BRI AN CONROY: That’s correct.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. In a | ot of
the conversations wth summons and arrests, and |
real ly appreciate the work that has been done
because | represent many of the parents and
advocates fromthe Bronx justice organi zation
starting fromnew settl ement PAC, the parent’s
action commttee and many of the parents from
school district nine in the Bronx. W have nade

trenendous strides fromwhere we started. And we're
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only going to get better because we’'re now havi ng
the same conversation. So |I know you referenced it
Chief Conroy and I wanted to make sure that |
recogni ze that because these are exanpl es of what
happens and what can happen when people really cone
together with the same m ndset and the sane vision
and the sane goals. | amproud that district nine
has decreased in terns of arrests and suspensions
but I'm al so | ooking at nore preventative measures
for us to go a step even further. And through a | ot
of the conversations we’ve tal ked about a warning
card systemthat we would put in place instead of
children being given sumons. So | know we’'re stil
in the infancy stages but could you describe a
little bit about what the warning card system woul d
| ook Iike and what you're ultimately | ooking to
achi eve by having a warning card systeminstead of

I SSui ng sunmons.

VI NCENT SCHRI ALDI: Well as | indicated
in my testinony and provided by the numbers we’ve
made trenendous progress in reducing the nunber of
arrests and, and sumons...schools. | mean dramatic
drops in, in the last two years alone. And we know

there’s still areas that we can still inprove and
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we continue to reduce it. And this year those
nunbers continue to drop. So the warning card is
something that’s in discussing with the | eadership
team as anot her potential way to continue to reduce
sumonses and arrests. So the basic prem se of the
war ni ng card would be to give a warning to sonebody
who is eligible or potentially committed an of f ense
that would be a crimnal court sumons coul d be
i ssued for. And instead of issuing that crimna
court sunmons we give the warning card. And we
return that and push that incident over to, to the
school officials to handle it as they see fit under
their, under their procedures. So the, that warning
card programis |ike everything el se we’re doing.
It’s working very closely with the Departnment of
Education to sort of handle these incidents within
t he school .

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON:  Mm hmm  Just
anot her question and then I’Il turn it over to ny
fellow chair. So Chief Conroy you tal ked about
school safety agents undergoing a 15 week training
that’s an increase fromthe 12 | believe right...

BRI AN CONROY: 17 weeks...[cross-tal k]

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: 17, |'m sorry.
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BRI AN CONROY: Used to be 15.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: From 15. Wt hin
that training are, you re |l ooking at efforts to
deescal ate, | don’'t want to say use the force but
you get what |I’mtrying to say. But | guess the
ultimate issue that many of us are having is that
we can provide all the training that is necessary
and we really want to change the culture and the
m ndset where children are not | ooked at as
crimnals in our schools. W want to make sure that
peopl e understand that yes children have probl ens
that need to be addressed but we can try to be
creative about it. Alot of the incidents that have
happened that make it to the paper have been
I ndi vi dual judgnments that many of ur agents have
made based on their |level of expertise. So in the
training how are we trying to achi eve changi ng that
m ndset right allowi ng our SSAs to | ook at al
children equally but at the sane tinme maki ng best
judgnents that do not result in sonme of the, the
I ssues that we have had if that makes sense. Do, do
you understand what I'’mtrying to ask.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: Yes and, and it’s

very...
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CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Because training is
I mportant and...[cross-tal k] that’s where everything
starts, at the training.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: But it’s only part
of it. Training is inportant. And we have to give
the agents and our police officer tools to work
with what they’ re doing every day, working with
children, working with students. But it’s also
i mportant that we give the right nessage fromthe
executive | eadership wthin school safety or within
the police departnent. So you know |’ m not the
expert on training people on howto do
col | aborative probl em sol ving or de-escal ation
techni ques. However | can present very strongly the
nessage that we want out there and that we want our
students to be handled fairly and treated as
students and at best we can let things be handl ed
wi th, inside the school and working closely with
our partners. And we enphasize that all the tine
and | enphasize that personally that the schoo
adm ni stration are our partners. And we’'re working
together with themto provide that safe
environment. So as | nmentioned in the testinony we,

we | ook at ourselves as sort of the gate keepers.
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W want to prevent...people fromcomng in the
school that are, can do our students harm But we
also want to try to prevent students fromrenove
fromthe school either under arrest or issued a
sumons at best we can to work with the schoo
admnistration. So it's, | think it’s a two part
approach. It’s training but it’s also the nessage
that we’'re conveying to our agents and police
of ficers.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: So sone of the data
that we receive at the council...You know we
acknow edge that a lot of the work has really
resulted in a decrease in suspension and arrests
and, and that’s incredible. That’s a huge step of
progress and | want to continue to do better. You
know t he reason why we’ve had a lot of this
conversation has been because of the
di sproportionate inmpact on conmunities of color on
children with disabilities and | EPs, children that
require extra attention. And so when we are | ooking
at a lot of the restorative justice and the reform
in different practices that are necessary we want
t hose nunbers to keep going down. So as we have had

nunbers decreasing has there been |l ess children of
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color and children with disabilities and ot her
speci al needs that has been on the decrease or is
it other, other popul ations of students in our
school system The disproportionality that, that
you' re speaking about in ternms of suspensions while
the overall nunmber and rate of suspensions has gone
down the disproportionality remains and we're very
conscious of that. And that’'s why we | ooked
particularly at the insubordination...fraction
because this was an area where our youngsters of
color were nore likely to be involved in
suspensions. So for insubordination 19 percent,
pardon me, 52 percent of the students suspended for
i nsubordi nati on were students of color. That’'s why
we put in that extra |level of, of scrutiny so that
we can really try to reduce that

di sproportionality. And the same thing with, with
students with disabilities. 36 percent of the
suspensi ons for insubordination were students with
an EP. This is as of last year’s data but it, it
tells us that this is sonmething that we needed to
address. And we’'re, we’'re hoping by that extra

| ayer of review for, for, before there’'s a
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suspension for insubordination that we can | ower
this disproportionality.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : Chair, Chair G bson
let nme just add to that which | totally agree wth.
Part of what we’'re doing with the | eadership team
is totry toidentify as high priority schools and
if we can identify high priority schools and
prioritize themfor both training and additi onal
resources we believe that'll further drive down
this proportionality because many of those school s
wi |l be, schools that are disproportionately kids
of color. So for exanple |ast year the decline in...
a decline in suspensions. So overall in schools
that didn't get restorative practice training
they’'re, they' re change in suspension was flat,
suspensions were flat overall. Al of the decline
i n suspensions | ast year were from school s that
were training in restorative practices. So if we
can identify school at high needs and those school s
are schools that are disproportionately, the
students are kids of color we feel we can further

drive down disproportionality.
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CHAI RPERSON G BSON: So |'m | ooki ng at
several nunbers and | guess ny, ny ultinmate
question was is the disproportionality going down?

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : No.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: It, it's not?

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI :  No.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay so we still
have...

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : The nunber of Kkids
of col or getting suspended has...

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ri ght .

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : ..gone down but it
went down at pretty much the sane rate as the
nunber of white kids getting suspended.

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Ri ght. So
essentially the problemstill exists right? It’s
just less of an inpact.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : And we...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. And in
addition to students with disabilities students
with I EPs, students of color, there’s also a
di sproportionate inpact nale versus female. So our
young men, our, our boys are getting in trouble

nore with summons and arrests and suspensi ons nore
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than females. So in the climte conversations are
we | ooking at some of the creative ways that we can
provi de a uni que conponent for young nen, |ike
mentoring or sonme of the other prograns where
there’s a focus on young nen because as the nunbers
say nore young boys are being arrested and, and
facing a ot of the challenges.

LO S HERRERA: We actual ly have an
initiative that’s part of YM that |ooks at three
schools and it's called nentoring for real and we
are working with students in a nulti-tiered
approach to try and address both climte issues in
general in the schools but also the individua
behavi oral needs of the students. And this also is
bei ng evaluated through a third party. So we're
very hopeful that this is a, a nodel that’s worth
replicating.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. And in
addition with nentoring for real I, | never heard
of that. But I, |I know the young nen’s initiative
because a | ot of the funding cones through the
council. But in addition there’s al so anot her
di sproportionate inpact geographically on Brooklyn

and the Bronx. And |I’'d like to know your thoughts
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on that and is there anything we’'re doing to have
an enphasis with respect to the other boroughs but
there being nore of a high probability of many of
t hese cases coming from Brookl yn and the Bronx.

LO S HERRERA: Yes. In the process of
restructuring the DOE is going back to a nore
geogr aphi ¢ support, field support in our borough
field support centers. And so we will be able to
work with geographic or school district conmmunities
to address trends that we see. As of this nonent in
tinme the, the network center of the field support
at this point are not geographic. And so it’s been
alittle bit nore of a challenge to | ook at school s
wi t hi n one, one nei ghborhood and one comunity but
we wll be in the new structure able to do that.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Okay t hank you.
Chair Deutsch

CO CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay oh before you
go...I'msorry hold on for one second. | just wanted
to go on record because | noticed that in all of
your testinonies there was a little bit of talk

about Intro 65 which is the legislation that we’ve
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been tal king about this afternoon that would
provi de a school safety agent in non-public
schools. And | just wanted to know your thoughts on
that. Chief Conroy you alluded to it a little bit
but | didn't get anything from DCE or MOCJ? Intro
657

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: So I, the point I
woul d make about that is that we are trying to
protect all of our children equally. W feel as if
there is a threat, a terrorist threat or a hate
crime threat. We have the best police force in the
country that can respond to that threat and nmake
sure that our children are safe. But for the sane
reasons that Chief Conroy pointed out in terns of
al | ocation of resources we woul d have concerns.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: So currently with
the 5,000 SSAs we have is there a criteria that
defines where the SSAs go? Is it per student
popul ati on, the nunber of schools, the age, the
| ocation, anything that we take into consideration
on where our SSAs currently go?

BRI AN CONROY: Well the basic prem se we
have at | east one agent in every single public

school. So the allocation nodel which was done many
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years ago in 2006 was the last tine it was done
took a lot of things into consideration, the nunber
students, the prior crinme incidents inside the
school, the size of the building, the nunber of
schools in the building, the exits, the nunber of
entrances and exits in the building...So a | ot of
factors canme up with, to determ ne how many agents
woul d be assigned. But there’'s a general of

el enmentary schools with, with one agent or you know
sonetimes a little nore. There’'s general things of
how many would go into a high school or a mddle
school but that, that’'s how we determne it. But
there’s at | east one agent in every single public
school .

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: And al so at, at
each of the schools you have different |evels of
SSAs right? Level one, level two, level three is
supervi sor right?

BRI AN CONROY: A level three is a
supervisor. Alevel two is nore of a nobile who...
respond to different problens and go from one
school to another school to address different

i ssues. The | evel one agent is the one who's
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stationary either in or just outside the perineter
of the school.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: So there are tines
when that |evel three rotates within a school
district right? Based on need or if there’'s
sonet hing that arises?

BRI AN CONROY: Correct. So not, not
every school has a |level three so we have what we
call cluster level three. So a | evel three assigned
to a junior high school or a mddl e school would
al so be responsi ble for supervising the |evel one
agents in the nearby el enentary schools or a single
agent or a two agent school s.

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Ckay thank you.
Chair Deutsch.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Thank you. |
knew it was too good to be true before. Anyway ny
first question is who funds SSA? Who funds the
school safety agents?

BRI AN CONROY: Departnent of Education.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So it all cones
from everything cones fromDOCE then it goes to the

NYPD?
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BRI AN CONROY: Correct. There’'s a budget
process in there but that's a, it does cone through
the DO, fromthe DOE

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: From DOE
originally. Ckay what is the school safety agent’s
role in protecting the children fromoutsiders? |I'm
not tal ki ng about, we spoke about summonses, we
tal k about arrests and everything but what is their
role in protecting the school building, the school
children from anyone wal ki ng from out si de who
doesn’t belong in the school ?

BRI AN CONROY: ..we consider that one of
the primary function of a school safety agent is to
monitor or visitor control as we call it, visitor
control procedures to, to control who cones in and
outside of the building. And that’s done within the
partnership with the principal on deciding how
we're going to do that but we have certainly
standard procedures of people need to sign in
i nside the school, present identification prior to
comng to school. There’'s not so many known to the
school safety agent or the school. So we do that

in, in every school
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CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Ckay in every...
okay. Do you believe that the school building,
school buildings in general are targeted, a target
| ocation?

BRI AN CONROY: | have no...As far as
terrorisnf

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: As far as
people walking in fromthe outside. | nmean you
mentioned before there were three incidents, two
i ncidents in a non-public school and one incident
whi ch happens which was in a synagogue so obviously
there is sone type of threat that | see that, that...
and it’s school buildings, you know they’re,
they’ re vul nerable too. So do you believe that a
public school building or any school building has
that threat of soneone com ng fromthe outside and
commtting a crine like you had in the synagogue?
Do you have sonebody wal king in and stabs a, one of
congregants on the head?

BRI AN CONROY: We have no |ike direct
threat information. However it’s certainly always
the possibility that sonebody could try to cone
into a school that doesn’t belong in there for

what ever reason. They could conme in to try to stea
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| apt ops of f a desk. So there, there’ s reasons why
sonebody could cone into a school other than a
terrorist threat. But there’'s certainly always the
possibility that sonmebody who does not belong in
the school building could enter it. And that’s one
of the primary rolls of the agents is to prevent
that from happening along with the school staff.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So li ke a
sanitation garage. Anyone could walk into a
sanitation garage with a gun but | don’t consider a
sanitation garage a place where soneone’s going to
want to conme in with a weapon and start shooting.
So where you have a buil ding where you have
children inside you know | don’t think we could
afford to wait for sonething to happen. | believe
that’s, you know I think we all feel that this, the
children need to be protected so we cannot wait for
sonet hing to happen and then say | told you so. So
you have the school safety agents around the
school s, around the public schools. And we did
have, you did nention on your testinony that there
were two incidents in the schools which I think are
very inportant to, to, to log. So nmy question is to

you that where you have with your feeling in the
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bui |l di ng that has school children inside do you
believe a building like that has nore of a threat
than any other type of institution that is not a
school with children and not there.

BRI AN CONROY: .that information that |
could provide you if it’s any nore of a threat to...
However as nentioned in those two incidents the
pol i ce departnent quickly responded and resol ved
those two incidents. And as we al so nentioned in
the testinony the police precincts have a very
close relationship with schools within their
preci nct boundaries and provi de adequate security.
There’s a specific threat just like a school, if we
knew there was going to be a specific threat to a
school we woul d up, necessarily nmaybe up a | evel of
security and put a uniform police officer there. So
| think the sanme thing would apply to a private
school that there was a specific threat they would
assign a uni form presence as needed. W al so offer
the ability of crime prevention, a very extensive
crime prevention programwhere a crine prevention
of ficer would be able to go to a school and do a
security assessnent of any school building you know

based on request.
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UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Just want to anplify
one thing and you correct ne if I'’mwong on this.
When you say a uniforned presence you al so nmean an
armed presence right because the SSAs are not
armed, isn't that correct?

BRI AN CONROY: That’s correct.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: And so, so the, the
5,000 that are in the elenentary school |’'d say
one...[cross-tal k] they don’t have a gun to prevent
sonebody who woul d be arnmed from..

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: | under st and
that. So if | would call 9-1-1 froma schoo
buil ding and I would say in a school building
sonmeone just trespassed. What is typically, what is
the response tine if | do call 9-1-1 for the NYPD
who are arnmed to respond to that |ocation opposed
to calling 9-1-1 from another |ocation which is not
a school which may be a conmerci al establishnent by
saying there is sonmeone trespassing. So is there a
di fference between the response tine by the NYPD
when 9-1-1 is called?

BRI AN CONROY: | think if there was any
sort of, we’d have to do a conparison study to

determ ne the response tinme to incidents in
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schools. As far as private schools there’s been, we
did sone research and it was very m ni mal nunber of
calls to a private school for a, a crimnal type
incident. But certainly a, a response to a school

of an incident would be a priority for, for the
police officers. But to give you an exact response
time we would not, | could not do that at this
time.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So i n ot her
words the 9-1-1 dispatcher woul d understand that
you're calling froma school and there would
di spatch with saying that the, a school is calling
that there is a trespasser wal king into the school
or in the school right now. So you' re saying that
that is a priority? Does that go high up as a
priority if there’s a robbery, a call, a call for
robbery that comes in or a burglary so that would
that be in the sane category, in the sane |evel?

BRI AN CONROY: ..and, and because it’||
be an in progress incident it would get a high
priority.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH:  So...

BRI AN CONROY: Not sonething as if a

past incident happened and for exanple property got
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stol en and sonebody want to report that stolen. So,
but certainly a crine in progress would get a
hi gher level priority.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: I's a trespass
consi dered a, sonething of a high priority which of
a crime in progress in that category?

BRI AN CONROY: Certainly, certainly
coul d be and shoul d be.

CO- CHAlI RPERSON DEUTSCH: It shoul d be
but possibly...

BRI AN CONROY: It would be. If sonebody
had a trespasser in the school you know and it al so
depends on how that information was relayed to the
police departnent. So | would consider that in nost
ci rcunmstances that would be a, a high priority cal
not being able to account for the exact thing that
happens. So hypothetical ly...[ cross-tal K]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH:  So...

BRAI N CONROY: ..incident here

CO CHAI RPERSON DUETSCH: So if | call 9-
1-1 and | say I'min a school building and there’s
a trespass that would be highest, that would be a
high priority, that would be top priority? [cross-

tal K]
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BRI AN CONROY: Correct.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Does S, schoo
safety agents receive active shooter training?

BRI AN CONROY: School safety agents are
part of the general response protocol training at
the, the Departnent of Education provides to their
school administrative staff on how to react and
what to do during energencies. As far as active
shooter training what we do give the agents is
training on how they should, that they should part...
general response pro...what...shelter in...they get
training in that. To actually, they don't get
training on howto confront an active shooter. W
do give themtraining on how to provide basic
nmedi cal triage. Each one gets a nedical kit and if
there was, basically...to stop any bl eeding as
qui ckly as possi ble pending the arrival of
enmer gency mnedi cal personnel .

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Does the police
depart nent approach active shooters? Wiat’'s their
protocol, the NYPD?

BRI AN CONROY: The departnent’s protoco

on an active shooter training is to end the threat.
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CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: 1s to end the
threat...So they would confront an active shooter.

BRI AN CONROY: That's correct.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: They’ | |
confront. So...

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: [off mc] .talking
about regular police...[cross-talK]

BRI AN CONROY: Regul ar police...[cross-
t al k]

CO CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Regul ar,
regul ar police. So the school safety officers, do
they carry weapons, any type of weapons?

BRI AN CONROY: No they do not.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Mace?

BRI AN CONROY: No.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Not hi ng |i ke
that. Do they carry radi 0s?

BRI AN CONROY: Yes.

CO- CHAlI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Yes. Those
radi os can they comrunicate with a person who's
armed, soneone from the NYPD?

BRI AN CONROY: They coul d, would

communi cate t hrough our, through our radi o dispatch
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system They don’t communicate directly with an
armed police officer.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So they coul d
go directly to a dispatcher now. Wen you go on the
radio and you call in an incident of occurrence
which is active right now then would that response
come quicker than if someone in a school building
call, calls 9-1-1? Which one wll get a quicker
response?

BRI AN CONROY: That’'s sonet hing we'd
have to do a study on because |, | don't really, I
am not prepared to say at this tinme under what
circunstances you' d get a, you d get a quicker
response on that.

CO CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Ckay so, okay
so if you could get back to ne with those two...

BRI AN CONROY: W' || have to do an
anal ysis of that.

CO- CHAlI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Now does schoo
safety keep a log of all incidents in public
school s of trespass?

BRI AN CONROY: School safety agents
prepare a crimnal or an incident report. So for

all incidents that happen inside a school. So that
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could be from sonebody who slips and falls, a
student slips and falls and hurts thenselves...to a,
to a crimnal incident or certainly to sonebody and
sonmebody trespasses inside a building.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So a trespass
woul d be a highly, would be top, top priority
right? Wuld be in the highest category of a crine
trespass? So...

BRI AN CONROY: There are, there are
different levels of trespassing. There are students
who sneak into schools to, or try to sneak into
schools to be with their friends for the day. You
know that, that certainly, that type of trespasser
woul d be different than the person who's comng in
that building to create some sort of harminside
t he bui I di ng.

CO CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So do you have
a separate, do you have a |l og of a trespass who
m ght not be a student, soneone that doesn’t bel ong
in the school, are there separate |ogs for that
type of ...

BRI AN CONROY: We, we could go through
our, our incident reports and pull out which ones

are student trespass which is a vast mgjority is a
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student trespasser and or any incident that was
sonebody who was an adult intruder. So we, we could
go through our records to cone up with that

i nformati on.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: So...Ckay so you
don’t have anything right now that’s...

BRI AN CONROY: No I...Well | don’t have
anyt hi ng here that breaks it down...

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Ckay so yeah
woul d | ove to see how nmany trespass if you coul d...
[cross-tal k]

BRI AN CONROY: Ckay.

CO- CHAlI RPERSON DEUTSCH: ..back to the
comrittee to see how nmany trespass incidents you
have in the public school system And also if you
col l aborate with the NYPD...Actually you nentioned
about the security survey. Does school safety ever
do a, a survey on private schools and on public
school s or do you rely on crinme prevention to do
that survey?

BRI AN CONROY: It would be the
responsibility of crime prevention to do that, to
do that survey. We do respond to requests from

private schools if they want us to tal k about our
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active shooter program or what the general response
protocol programis. Upon request we have done
that. We do go to private school and tal k about
what the, what prograns we do use within the public
school to provide safety. So, and we're certainly
willing to do that.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH:  Un- huh. GCkay
and when school safety agents need outs, need help
you nentioned that sone schools nay have one schoo
safety agent. Sonme may have nore. So in a schoo
where you have one school safety agent and that
person needs backup, does that person call 9-1-1 or
does that individual, the school safety agent go
over the radio and call for backup?

BRI AN CONROY: The protocol will be go
over, go over the radio...[cross-talk]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: But we’re not
sure which one woul d be a qui cker response so
woul dn’t we...be like for the safety of the officer
to know which way is a quicker response because
maybe he should go call 9-1-1 to ask, to, to cal
for backup. So...

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: | think it would be

i mportant for ne to, to...[cross-talKk]
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CO CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: ..if, if a
school safety...

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : .to give you data...
[cross-tal K]

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: ..if a school
safety agent needs to go over radio to call for
backup then I would assune that that’s probably a
qui cker response to get, to get a backup themto
get uniforned officers. So, and that’s why | fel
how i nportant it is for all schools to receive and
to have school safety agents in all the schools
because all our children need to be protected. And
havi ng the school safety agents at the schools who
carry radi os and before the adm nistration cane in
to testify we had several panels that canme up here
and really no one knew what the role of a school
safety agent is until we speak to adm nistration.
But | believe fromwhat | hear that a radio that a
school safety agent has probably gets a, a |ot
qui cker response than picking up the phone and
calling 9-1-1 because otherw se you woul d have the
school safety agent calling 9-1-1 opposed to going
over the radio. So that’s, | feel that every

school, every child needs to be protected. Under
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1.4 million children throughout the city in public
school and non-public schools all deserve the sane
protection. We’re all children of god and we all
deserve that protection. So | have no nore further
questions at this tine. | mght cone back a little
bit |ater.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you. Thank
you Chair Deutsch. And now we’' || have Counci
Menber Greenfield for a couple of mnutes. Thank
you.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you
Madam Chair. First | just want to say at the outset
that 1’ma supporter of Intro 719 and 730. |
especially want to thank the chair for her
| eadership on this issue. | certainly agree with
the school safety division that overall crineg,
crime is down. But | think as the chair has pointed
out we have sone issues and we could resolve those
i ssues. W& could al ways be better. W coul d al ways
i nprove the situation. So | want to thank Chair
G bson for her |eadership on this vital issue.
Because | have Iimted tinme |I'’mgoing to focus
specifically on ny legislation, Introduction 65,

whi ch woul d provi de school safety agents to public
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school s and non-public schools that request. And so
| just want to reiterate a few of the things that
ny col | eague, the chair of the Non-Public School
Commi ttee Chai m Deutsch already reiterated which is
that one of the main goals and you said this is to
prevent unauthorized intruders and weapons from
entering our schools. I’msure you woul d agree
because that’s in your testinony, is that correct?

BRI AN CONROY: That's correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ckay. So
this is a particularly salient point because
earlier today there was sone confusion over what
exactly the role is of school safety agents and |
think we would agree that’s one of the primary
roles and certainly as that would apply to non-
public schools that’s a very inportant role as
well. So | certainly appreciate the fact that as
you mentioned that non-public schools are a vibrant
part of, of each precinct and that when you have
resources you do | fact try to assign them around.
| want to, | want to know about school crossing
guards. You, you're currently, you do assign schoo
crossing guards to non-public schools, is that

correct?
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BRI AN CONROY: That’s correct, as needed
as we put in testinony.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: As is needed
you have sone at non-public schools. And as you
said when there is a specific threat to a school
you will provide an officer sonetinmes even a ful
uni formed officer, armed officer to that school if
it’s a non-public school as well, is that correct?

BRI AN CONROY: Correct. It would al ways
be a uniformed officer, it would never be a school
safety agent to a...[cross-talKk]

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ckay.

BRI AN CONROY: ..non-public...

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: So | think
the, the point that I’mmaking is that obviously
from froma technical and | egal standpoint there's
no bar to providing these services because you're
al ready providing these services because | think
that’s a very inportant point that we, we want to
make. So | guess nmy next question is if you do
provi de school safety officers to public schools
why not provide to non-public schools right? You
provi de school safety agents but why don’'t you

provide themto non-public schools? Is it a matter
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of you are limted resources currently in terns of
where your school safety agents are?

BRI AN CONROY: | think as we, as
indicated in the testinony that the decision to
assign resources needs to be left up to the police
comm ssioner. As far as the school safety agents
assigned to public schools they’' ve al ways been
assigned to the public schools going back many
years when...[cross-tal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: That's
right.

BRI AN CONROY: ..school safety was under
the, the Board of Education so...[cross-talK]

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: We agree. |
mean...So that’'s ny point. My point is that if
you' re assigning themto public schools, we're
assi gni ng school crossing guards there’s no reason
why we can’t extend that to non-public schools. But
| want to focus specifically on your argunment which
is that the conmm ssioner and the nayor need
flexibility. The council has proposed today in its
budget response despite the fact that the mayor has
not asked for it that we add a thousand additi onal

police officers to the NYPD. |Is NYPD opposed to
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that recommendati on based on what you just said
where we should not be telling you how, what
resources you need and don’t need?

BRI AN CONROY: | don’t think that’s for
me to respond here at this, at this tine.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ckay. That’s
fair. 1, | imagine the answer’s probably going to
be no considering that the conm ssioner’s indicated
that ...supportive. | see the assistant comm ssioner
is smling in the front row And so | think it
proves mnmy point which is that | think the NYPD is
somewhat sel ective over what |egislative
interference they want versus what |egislative
interference they don’t want. Ri ght when you I|ike
our legislative interference when we're going to
gi ve you a thousand nore cops | think the NYPD s
supportive and then when we’'re saying hey we m ght
need sone nore school safety agents and you, you
may not think that’s your priority, you may not be
supportive, so | would just suggest that it’s not
really fair to, to pick and choose. But |, | do
want to focus on, on one final issue and that is
the safety. You nmentioned, and you know t he mayor

li kes to nmention that whenever there’s a public




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

227
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

safety threat in fact one of the prior speakers
actual ly addressed this issue that the NYPD al ways
conmes into position and they cover as necessary
non- public institutions such as synagogues or
churches or in many cases schools, yeshivas,
catholic schools, Mislimschools whatever. And that
is what you said is part of the practice. Is that
correct, that that is done on occasion as
necessary?

BRI AN CONROY: Correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ckay. So |
guess ny practical questionis it’'s ny
understanding that in the typical precinct at any
given tine there are approximtely four cruisers
that are actually available that are dispatched.
Wul d you agree that it mght be sonewhat difficult
in a community such as mne where | have over 200
non- public schools for those four cruisers to
actually cover those 200 non-public school s when
there is an incident or a security threat?

BRI AN CONROY: The police departnent has
al ways responded very effectively to any calls for

service. [cross-talKk]
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COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: 1™ m not,
that’s not...[cross-talk], that’s not, |’ m not
questioning that by the way. W | ove the police
departnment. As you know I’ma big fan and a
supporter and | think you guys do great work. The
point that |I’mmaking, and it’s okay not to
respond, is that the reality is that when the mayor
gets up and he says | amthere and the NYPD is
there when we have threats the NYPD sinply doesn’t
have the resources right now. And that’'s the
chal l enge, especially in a district |ike mne when
we have hundreds of non-public schools and on
average you have four police cars that are going,
goi ng around. Even if you wanted to put all four
whi ch probably woul d not be advi sabl e consi deri ng
that you then probably couldn’t answer to other
calls and do arrests and things |like that is just
not feasible. And that is why...This just responds
to your testinony, that is why we as a |l egislature
we feel it necessary to give you the additiona
resources to handl e those situations because we
thi nk your resources are...So I’mgoing to
respectfully disagree with your assessnent. And |

wi || point out that on occasion the NYPD, such as
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when we offer overall nore police officers actually
will accept that, and | woul d encourage the NYPD to
reconsi der and to take our very generous offer
which is we’d like to give you sone nore school
safety agents to cover our non-public schools.
Thank you very nuch

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI : The, just, just two,
two points I'd |like to make. One is...

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Sure.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: .the, the, those
same four cruisers that are in, in your precinct
and 1’ mgoing to accept that that’s the right
nunber woul d al so have to cover the public schools
in many cases if there was an external threat.
Because in, in many of those public schools there
will be an unarned SSA. And as far as the
characterization around NYPD s accept ance of
external resources the difference with this is that
it’s not just a council offering additional
resources, it'’s that it’'s left up to a great nany
i ndi vi dual schools to decide that they want a
resource. And that, | think in, in, in Chief
Conroy’s testinony | think he fairly points out

that that’'s a kind of different way of allocating




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

230
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

resources than we’'re used to and, and sort of
chal | enges the budget of the city to all ow
i ndi vidual private entities to nake decisions about
how to all ocate resources...sort of no check on
that, no bal ance.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: ..l
under st and.

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: But 1, |
woul d just...[cross-talk]

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Counci | Menber we
have to nove on.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: | woul d j ust
close with this final point where | woul d...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  You shoul d have
cl osed two m nutes ago.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Ckay. |, |
will ...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay pl ease...

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: |’ m j ust
responding to Louis’s point which is I think your
first point Louis as far as the need at other
public schools proves ny point that we actually do

need nore school safety agents and to your second
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point I would say we’'re a pretty innovative city.
We, we can deal with a little bit of change but
t hank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay. Thank you.
Thank you. | just had one question. | just wanted
to make sure for the record, DCE in your testinony
Ms. Herrera you didn’t talk about Intro 65 so |
just wanted to know if you had a position or if
that was up to conversation on Intro 65, the bil
that many peopl e have been tal ki ng about today.
It’s, it’s not in your testinony. You ve talked
about 719 and sone of the limtations around ratio
of gui dance counsellors to school safety agents and
some of the issues that you have raised is that
this could conprom se the safety of schools in our
communi ti es or other |aw enforcenent operations.
Does NYPD agree with that? Because you didn’t
mention 719 in your testinony Chief Conroy. So this
is the bill that would ask for a report fromthe
adm ni stration on the nunber of guidance
counsellors as it relates to the nunber of school
safety agents.

BRI AN CONROY: | think our genera

response is that we consider it two separate
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I ssues. School safety, providing the security to
the schools is not related in any way to the nunber
of gui dance counsel |l ors.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Under st andi ng sone
of the nmechani sns and dynam cs behind it is that
there are 5,000 SSAs in conparison to 27 hundred
gui dance counsellors. So many of us don’t know
where the SSAs nor the gui dance counsellors are in
our public schools. So this bill is an attenpt to
see do we have for every one gui dance counsell or
Si x or seven SSAs? So that’'s the | ogic behind the
bill. I understand the concern fromDCE in terns of
you know limting | aw enforcenent operations. 1, |
get that. But I'’mjust trying to understand is
there a way that we can keep havi ng conversations
so we can overcone that hurdl e?

LO S HERRERA: We report out in, in, in
another bill fromlast year. We report out on
counsel l ors and where they are by school. And so...
[cross-tal K]

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: And that’'s on the
website?

LO S HERRERA: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.
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LO S HERRERA: To be fair 1'd like to
correct sonmething | said earlier because |’ve been
gi ven nore infornmation.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.

LO S HERRERA: About the nobil e response
teanms. And | know that was sonething that you were
concerned about. There are 29 nobil e response
times, that it’s a DOHW initiative in
col l aboration with DOE. The nodel offers triage
assessnments, classroom observations, case
managenent, crisis intervention, and professional
devel opnent for staff should it be needed.

VI NCENT SCHI RALDI: Ad they’'re in al
five boroughs, not just the Bronx and Queens.

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ch okay. Ckay.
Geat. Well thank you very much. | know for the
sake of time...\W have a lot to continue to talk
about but | am very encouraged by the school
| eadership climte team And | know that we wl|
have multipl e conversations. But | appreciate your
presence. Thank you for your testinony and | | ook
forward to working with the adm nistration. [cross-
tal k] Thank you for being here. Thank you. Ckay. So

this hearing is still continued. I want to thank
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everyone for their extrene patience this afternoon.
| know many of you have been waiting quite a bit to
testify and | do appreciate it. Everyone will be
heard that signs up today. | assure you of that.
Your testinmony will be put into our record so that
we do have your information. So we’'re going to
start with a panel of advocates. And then we're
going to nove to students. And then we’'re going to
alternate back and forth. But | do appreciate again
your patience everyone and thank you for being here
this afternoon. And we’'re going to have our first
panel speaking on 719 and 730 Ni chol as Sheehan from
t he Advocates for Children, Joanna MIler fromthe
New York City Gvil Liberties Union, Matthew Gul din
fromthe Dignity in Schools Canpai gn of New York,
Anna Bean also fromthe Dignity in Schools Canpaign
of New York, and Kate MDonough fromGrls for
Gender Equity. N chol as Sheehan, Joanna M| er

Mat hew Gul di n, Anna Bean, and Kate MDonough pl ease
come forward. And if you have testinony please nake
sure that our Sergeant at Arns receives it for the
comm ttee. Thank you agai n.

[ pause]
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CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. Thank you all
for being here and we' Il start with M. Sheehan.
Thank you. And everyone |I'’msorry we al ways have to
limt you. So we’ll have three mnutes. So if you
can sunmarize | really appreciate it. Thank you so
much.

NI CHOLAS SHEEHAN: Yeah 1’|l try and go
as qui ckly as possible. So thank you very nuch for
the opportunity to testify today. My nane’s Nick
Sheehan. |'"ma staff attorney in Skadden Fel | ow at
Advocates for Children New York...represent
students...New York Gty school to prison pipeline.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: 1's your microphone
on?

NI CHOLAS SHEEHAN: | think it is.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Okay | ...1s the red
button on?

NI CHOLAS SHEEHAN: That | ooks like it’s
on yeabh.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. Thank you.
Ckay.

NI CHOLAS SHEEHAN: |’ Il project, use ny

out si de voi ce.
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CHAI RPERSON d BSON: AFC pl ays a
| eadership role in the Dignity in Schools Canpaign
New York, the Student Safety Coalition, and the
Mayor’'s School of Cinmate Leadership team which
we’ ve heard a | ot about today already. As part of
the | eadership teamwe’ re working very closely with
New York City police departnent, the Departnent of
Education and other partners to exam ne and reform
school policing and discipline practices. The NYPD
and DCE have been very wlling and able partners in
this work and we just want to commend them for
being at the table and being a part of those
conversations. W support passage of both
I ntroduction nunber 730 whi ch anends the student
safety act and Introduction nunber 719 requiring
the DOE to report on the ratio of school safety
of ficers to guidance counsellors in each schools.
My testinony focuses briefly on two of the big
significant gaps in the acts, student safety acts
current reporting requirenments. First we heard from
the previous panel about significant reductions in
sumonses and arrests in schools. Those nunbers
reflect only summonses and arrests issued by the

school safety division of the NYPD and not
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sumonses and arrests nade or issued by regul ar
precinct or patrol officers. The act woul d renedy
that imtation expanding the reporting to cover
any NYPD enpl oyee who nakes an arrest or issues a
sumons in a school. We think that’s inportant
because at present the act fails to capture this
ot her entire universe of school based sunmpbnses and
arrests so we have no data on those right now.
Second in regards to the DOE' s reporting the big
gap there is that because of their privacy concerns
there are a nunber of redactions in the data which
make it really essentially inpossible to calculate
statistics around you know t he number of students
suspended, the nunber of students of color, the
nunber of students with disabilities who are
suspended, the nunber, what, |ike what, what
infraction codes they' re being suspended for, how
| ong their suspensions are lasting. So the
amendnents that we are proposing today or the, the
council is proposing would renmedy that by one
thing. They wll aggregate the, the data that’'s
reported at the school district and cityw de

| evels. This is going to solve both the DOE s

privacy concerns and the redaction concerns. \Wen
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you redact it, excuse me, when you aggregate the
data into large nunbers it's hard to tell

i ndi vi dual student data from those nunbers. So
that’ s...the DOE' s privacy concerns. And that is how
that’'s going to work. W al so support the passage
of Intro 719 which would require the DCE to report
to city council, the school by school ratio of SSCs
to gui dance counsellors. In our work on schoo
climate | eadership teamwe’ d regularly hear from
princi pals and school adm nistrators about the

I nportance of social workers, guidance counsellors,
and school psychol ogists. So we’d encourage the,
the council to consider including those ratios as
wel |, school safety officers to social workers and
school psychol ogists. And also really the very nost
inmportant ratio is the staff to student right? W
think this bill is inportant because we' |l shed
l'ight on how the city chooses to allocate its
resources between school safety officers and key
personnel but ultimtely you want to have a | ow
counsel | or, psychol ogi st, social worker, to student
rati o and we think | earning what those ratios are

in each school will be very inportant.
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CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Thank you. Who’s next? You can go.

ANNA BEAN: Okay cool. H, my nane’s
Anna Bean. |’'mthe canpai gn coordinator with
Teacher’s Unite and we’'re a nenber of the Dignity
I n School s Canpai gn New York and the student safety
coalition. I'"mactually reading a statement witten
by Drum South Asian Organizing Center. So these are
not ny words but | agree with them The student
safety act has been a pivotal piece of |egislation
that has contributed to greater transparency and
accountability in the education and juvenile
justice systens. The student safety act data has
shown that the work of community based advocacy and
| egal organizations that led to wn this policy to
end the racial disparities and the policies and
practices that negatively inpact the |ives of |ow
I ncone students of color is rooted in facts.
However over the years we have seen how the act has
shed greater light on these issues and have seen
the limtations and | oophol es of the reported data.
School s can bypass the reporting of required data
by enacting the practices that have negative

i npacts on a student’s ability to learn and feel
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safe and supported in schools. For exanple schools
are not required to report interactions with
emer gency nedi cal services which many youth are
referred to as a nmethod of dealing with
di sciplinary issues and al so does not require
reporting of student interactions with NYPD
officers |like sunmons or arrests which all have
negative inplications on a student’s educati on and
life. Wiile we need to pass the anended student
safety act because it will further weaken the
school to prison pipeline we need to question why
the over 5,000 school safety agents are even under
the authority and training of the NYPD. The school
safety agents should be full enployees of the New
York Gty Departnment of Education as the nore than
17 hundred schools are | ocations they are operating
in. And yet the over 239 mllion dollar budget is
automatically given to the NYPD for their authority
over the SSAs. This noney should stay in education
just as SSAs should stay under the authority of our
educati on system

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you.

MATTHEW GULDI N: Al righty, thank you.

Good afternoon Council Menbers. | am Matthew Qul di n
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former Dean of Students at East Side Community Hi gh
School now serving as a school clinmate coach at the
Bronx Studio School for Witers and Artists. I'’ma
menber of Teachers Unite, a nenber organization of
publ i c school educators that works al ongsi de
students, parents, and advocates in the Dignity in
School s Canpai gn New York Chapter and the Student
Safety Coalition. I'’mhere today to address the
need for nore transparency in the data around
school climate and safety particularly on the issue
of multiple suspensions for students. Data reports
fromthe DCE currently include the nunber of
suspensi ons i ssued at each school but tell us
not hi ng about the students who are suspended nore
than once. The proposed anendnents to the student
safety act woul d include needed informati on about
mul ti pl e suspensi ons at schools. The student safety
coalition is asking for this change not to put
school s on blast but to get critical information
fromthe DCE which can effectively help schools
deal with their challenges. It’s hard work to
create a safe carrying accountabl e schoo

community. And with nore conplete information the

city can better support schools, students, and the
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famlies that need it the nost. And if we don't
offer help we all know that the data shows t hat
mul ti pl e suspensions in high school greatly

i ncreases the teenager’s |ikelihood of dropping out
of school, being on the street, and ending up in
jail. I'll tell you about Junito, not his rea

nane, a sensitive and intelligent kid who was
involved in gang related activity on the street

whi ch sonetinmes spilled into the school in the form
of defying authority, graffiti, and fighting. O
course we couldn’t let those behaviors go

unpuni shed and so Junito was suspended nmany times.
We did offer counselling and fam |y services

t hrough | ocal CBGs and one of ny assistant deans
even tried being his big brother. But our efforts
wor ki ng alone fell short. In the end we didn’t have
the skills and resources to keep Junito in school
and out of jail. If the DCE had highlighted those
schools with multiple suspensions and again not in
a gotcha sense sort of way they woul d have been
nore equi pped to help us support us in our work
with Junito. Perhaps they would have given us
access to interagency services that we did not

possess. Junito’s road nay have been altered.
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Furthernore it’s not only the students whose needs
wi |l be addressed by such reporting. Sone staff
menbers in schools may be taking the easy way out
by pushing for suspensions of a child rather than
by engaging in the heart of work of adequately
addressing his or her needs. Having the information
on multiple suspensions can |ead us to finding out
whi ch school s or school personnel need support to
devel op different approaches to teen and preteen
m sbehavior. Finally having the nmultiple suspension
info may hel p us uncover where sone of the
ingrained racial prejudice in our systemlies. W
all know that 27 percent of our student popul ation
is African American and yet 54 percent of our
suspensi ons are of African Anerican young peopl e.
Wth the nultiple suspension data on hand we w ||
be able to | ook at our school suspension data
obj ectively and see where sone of our systens
structural racismmay lie. | thank you for
listening and | ook forward to your questions.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much.

KATE MCDONOUGH: Good afternoon. My nane

is Kate McDonough. I'’mthe Director of O ganizing
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at Grls for Gender Equity. W're an

i ntergenerational grassroots organi zation based in
Br ookl yn. W do work citywi de. We're al so a nenber
of the school climte working group. So for the
past years our sister in strength youth organizers
who are all high school aged young wonen of col or
have been conducting their own research on

di scipline practices in school and calling
attention to how racial and gender stereotypes
about young wonen of color, particularly black
girls cause themto be uniquely and unfairly
disciplined. 1"'mgoing to share you, share a story
fromone of our organi zers, Saharan, who is a tenth
grader at a New York City public high school in
East New York. She couldn’t be here earlier today
because of commtments to class and al so had

comm tnments after school. So here’s her story. In
school | have to go through netal detectors so
anything that disturbs or makes it go off is told
to be taken off. There was a tinme | had ny hair

wr apped with bobby pins and it caused the nmachine
to go off. I was told to renove the pins fromny
hair but | refused. | was threatened by being told

that ny parent was going to be called but I didn't
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care. The safety agents nade it seemlike |I was
doi ng sonething wong or as if ny hair being
wr apped was dangerous. After refusing to undue her
hair Saharan’s nother was called, she m ssed her
first period class, and furthernore Saharan now
feels like she can’t show up at school as her full
self wi thout being penalized. This is not an
I sol ated incident. Many of our sister in strength
yout h organi zers reported bei ng punished sinply for
having their hair wapped and being forced to
choose between undoing their hair and getting to
class on tinme. Wen schools are not required to
report on the presence and use of netal detectors
we fail to nmake the inportant connections between
the harnful policies and practices and students
droppi ng grades or school attendance. Grls for
Gender Equity fully supports the anendnents to the
student safety act which will enable us to see
where change is really needed within our schoo
system not just in the behavior of individua
students but increasing positive adult supports and
safety of their environnments. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very

nmuch.
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JOHANNA M LLER: Can | have her extra 30
seconds? I’ mjust kidding. Johanna MIller, I'"mthe
advocacy director at the New York G vil Liberties
Union. W strongly support Intro 730 and 719. And
as probably one of the | eading experts on the
operations, the successes and the failures and
shortcom ngs of the school safety division we
respectfully oppose Intro 65. And I'l| talk a
little bit about that. | just want to say | won't
add to what everyone said, sort of the list of
things we think these anendnents, Intro 730 will do
that is great. Everything in there is great. This
is a bill that grew out of one of the nost
progressi ve and i npactful neasures our city has
ever taken on school safety. |I'’mvery fortunate
right now to be working really closely with Brian
Conroy, with Lois Herrera, with others. It’s
amazing to be at the table with them They, they're
great partners but we wouldn’t be at that table if
it wasn’'t for the student safety act. It is not an
exaggeration to say that. So | think we need to
take a deep breath when we hear the sort of
institutional argunents that it's either too

resource intensive or it’'s a safety danger or a
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privacy danger to collect this information because
with those were the sane things we heard in 2011.
And all it has gotten us is good. Nobody’'s safety
has been threatened. Nobody’'s institutional systens
have been danmaged. In fact we are the closest to
havi ng a functioning school safety systemthat

we’ ve been probably since 98 when the transfer
happened. So | commend you for your sort of courage
and | ooking at the big picture here and your
col | eague Council Menber Dromm for sort of saying
we need to get past... concerns we need to get past
this phantom safety concern. Because the student
safety acts has only ever done good and it will do
good again if we can continue to inprove it. One of
the good things that we’ll do is allow us to

noni tor progress as schools start to turn things
around which | think with the recomendati ons from
the | eadership teamwe’'re going to see sone
turnaround but let’s see it. At, earlier Vinny was
up here and he nmentioned that nost of the reduction
and suspensi ons has happened in school s that have
had training on restorative practices. That in fact
is a statistic that is not publically available and

t hat has never been said before. But under these
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amendnent s that woul d be sonething that woul d be
reported. So if you re wondering about the val ue of
havi ng school |evel reporting | think it’s fairly
sel f-explanatory just fromthat piece of
information. Let me say quickly bout Intro 65...The
school safety division is the fifth | argest police
force in the nation. They out, outnunber gui dance
counsel ors and ot her support services as has been
stated you know by 50 percent. They have an

enor nous budget and a climate where budget dollars
are enornously scarce and they’'re working really
hard to inprove their service to public schools

ri ght now to change how they operate, to change how
they train. | believe that adding nore to their
plate right now could set that work back. And so
respectfully ask that we think about timng this if
we're going to do it in a way that nakes sense with
some of the reforns that are happening and not in
way that actually makes them nore conplicated to
make happen. Right now the, finding the budget
noney to do this, finding extra school safety
personnel to do this feels like an inpossibility
and feels like it’s going to strain sone really

i mportant work. | would al so say presumably school s
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that charge tuition do have a budget that includes
things |i ke paying for their rent, paying for their
cafeteria, and paying for safety. And the fact as
was stated by the people who testified earlier that
none of them have budget ed adequately to get
security services that they' re happy with I think
reflects the fact that they haven't prioritized
that because there’'s isn't really that nmuch of a
need. School safety agents are not deterring
terrorist plots. Nobody thinks they re doing that.
They are hardworking nmen and wonen who we hope wi ||
of fer support to students not sort of intervene and
do sonme kind of diehard action novie thing. It’s
just not the reality of what’s happening. So |
woul d just urge sone caution and sone

t hought ful ness in proceeding and particularly with
sone, sone thought to the changes that are under,
currently underway and are not solid yet at all. So
sorry I went over but that was ny 30 seconds.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Wl | thank you
very...[laughter] have to | augh, thank you all. |
appreciate it. | guess | just have one genera
question. Many of you are nenbers and

representatives of your organizations on the school
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| eadership climte team So | appreciate you know
the work that is being done. And | know a lot of it
we're still in the working stages. But | amvery, |
guess |I'’mvery optim stic because the mndset to ne
has been changed right? So the admnistration is
now | ooki ng at school safety, at SSAs, and we're

| ooking at to ne in a nore holistic way right? And
so | appreciate a lot of the work that’ s been done.
So | guess | would say to you that are on this

| eadershi p tea because you are the voices that can
real ly have an inpact on the change that’s
necessary do you think we’re noving in the right

di recti on and what other suggestions would you
offer to the council that we should be m ndful of
noving forward with the budget season, with a | ot
of the work around restorative justice and B21 and
all the other neasures |like what nore could we do,
be, what nore could we be doing as a council to
make this, you know to expedite a little bit of
this if that nakes sense. Anyone have any
suggestions? How many of you are on the | eadership
teamright now? AFC is on right? Nighclue

[ phonetic] is on, okay yes, okay. Any...Ckay. Any
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suggestions or anything you think we should be
| ooki ng at?

MATTHEW GULDI N:  ..have a suggestion. And
it, it’s come up in the school climte working
commttee at, at sone point but I, we would |ike
noney funded for pilot schools, 10 to 20 pil ot
schools that will do restorative justice, solely
start meking that transition be it the high need
school s or schools that have already started with
restorative justice practices, started on that
transition role fromzero tolerance to restorative
care and comunity in their school. But that woul d,
that takes nobney because you' d have to hire a
restorative justice coordinator and that’'s a ful
salary. And then you' d have to have noney set aside
for trainings and all of that. So that is you know
150 t housand, 200 thousand per school. But you want
pilots to focus in on that where everyone is
conmtted. And we’'ve witten, in sone of our
earlier work we’ve witten an RFP for that and we
share that in conjunction with the DOE with Lois
Herrera and Conpany.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. Anyone el se?

Johanna?
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JOHANNA M LLER: | think to the extent
that we’'re tal king about funding one of the things
that we’ve heard a lot fromadm nistrators is that
the grant will cone for a year or two years and
then it dries up and they’'re on to the next
program And so | think to the extent that the
council has control over fundi ng nmaki ng that
fundi ng stream consi stent and making it have sone
eval uative conponent feels really inportant and
could be really inpactful and convincing principals
to invest in sonething that is a |lot of work as,
you know Matt said it really well it’s harder work
but it’s better work. And so | think know ng that
that funding streamis not going to dry up or there
will, it will continue to conme and they’' |l continue
to get support feels really inpactful

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. And |
appreciate a |l ot of the work that has been done to
get us to this point. The student safety act passed
in 2011 was an incredible step of progress and now
wi th student safety act 2.0 I’mvery excited but |
certainly encourage you all as you have been to
continue to work with us because 730 719 to nme are

just steps in terns of nore data, nore reporting
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because we really know what the nunbers will tell
us but now we need to see it on paper. And sone of
the chal l enges under federal reg and ot her things
that DOE and NYPD expressed. | nean |, | agree too.
| don’t think there is anything wong with nore
reporting. | ama little disappointed at sone of
the data that’s not being recorded right now in
terms of the nunber of schools with nmetal detectors
and the criteria we use on inplenentation and
renoval and the rotating ones that go from schoo
to school, very concerned about that. | know many
of us have tal ked about a plan of action to pilot a
phase out because many schools nmay not need them
right now So I think a lot of that stuff we really
need to |l ook at and it has not been | ooked at for
quite sone tinme. So I know you all agree and
thank you. And if you have questions...okay. 1'Il go
to nmy, ny Co-Chair, Chair Deutsch

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Thank you. This
question is for Johanna. So just two questions. One
I's you nmentioned that school safety agents on
shouldn’t take, shouldn’t take die hard actions.
When we rely on the NYPD or the fire, firefighters

or EMS they are the professionals. W need to | eave
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you know the, any type of crimnal activity or what
the jobs are for we need to leave it to the
prof essionals. So when you tal k about school safety
agents we just had the adm nistration here, they
did say that they have training, individuals in
schools don’t have the type of training. So yes
t hey are hardworking people and they, you know we
need to leave it to the professionals. So yes if
school safety agents are protecting our schools we
need to rely on themto protect our schools. That’s
nunber one. Nunber two is that you al so nentioned
that there’s not enough of school safety agents.
Wll | didn’t question the adm nistration but just
| i ke every agency you probably do have people in
school safety headquarters that are doing clerica
work, there are school safety agents. So if they
repl ace them and bring out the school safety agents
in the schools then you m ght have a substanti al
amount of nore, of additional school safety agents
to be at the schools and not sit in the office do
clerical work. So I just wanted to bring out those
two points.

JOHANNA M LLER: Can I, is that okay if

| respond?
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CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: O cour se.

JOHANNA M LLER: Okay. | couldn’t agree
with you nore. W, in energency situations, school
school safety, anybody involved they' re calling 9-
1-1, they're calling the precinct. School safety
agents are trained but only for 15 weeks. They
don’t go to the police acadeny. Their training has
alot, they are trained for two days on the school
di sci pline code. They are trained for a couple days
on restorative practices. Those things are really
important for their responsibilities but it doesn’'t
make them the sanme as a police officer. So | just
want to be sure that like I, | don't disagree with
you. W should | ove those energency response to
prof essionals who are trained. School safety can do
sone interventions but I don't want us to look to
themto provide a service that they aren’t ready to
provide or, or equip to provide. And | think you
said it yourself earlier you know you said you know
bef ore now we hadn’t really thought too nmuch about
what the role is or what the purpose is of schoo
safety. To ne that, that’s very |loud and clear. |
nmean these, these school safety agents have been in

school s for 17 years and nobody has thought about
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their role, their purpose, their training unti

now. And if that discussion has to happen because
private schools are, are interested in having
school safety agents that’s great, we wel cone that
di scussion but that discussion needs to happen and
it can’t just be an extension of a systemthat’s
al ready not perfect to include other kids in that
system This is a systemthat has backfired really
badly on teachers and on kids in really harnful
ways. And so expanding it before we work that out
just feels like the wong thing for, for those

ki ds. On your other point | have to go on record to
say | did not say there are not enough school
safety agents. There are nore than enough school
safety agents. There are so, there are, the school
safety division is the fifth largest police force
standing alone in the country. There are enough
school safety agents. How they’ re depl oyed, how
they’ re trai ned and what the school safety division
does with its budget is what | was raising a
question about and whether sort of adding requests
that they have to answer to that list is the right
way for themto sort out those issues. | have

questions about that. And | have questions about
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whet her that woul d nean that they sacrifice sonme of
the training and the additional supervision that we
want to see for the mllion kids who have al ready
been dealing with a sonewhat broken school safety
systemfor 17 years.

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Wl | first of
all given what's, what’s been going around the
worl d and especially also here in the United States
that is what's bringing up the issue of school
safety agents also for non-public schools. It’s not
just sonething that canme up. You had hundreds of
people that were killed in, in terrorist activity
and people that cane into schools and just active
shooters. So that is what brought up speaki ng about
Intro 65. Secondly any agency you look at, | did
neet a traffic officer who wote a, was a witing a
bogus sunmons. Wien | questioned him he said, he
just ignored ne. But when a supervisor did cone
down it was a bogus sunmmons and they only have a
week training. That’s what the guy told ne. So yes
NYPD is being retrained in certain things. Everyone
needs nore training. And yes school safety agents
maybe they need nore training on protecting the

schools. So | agree with, with that that they do,
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that do need nore training. But in additional I
think no, at the end of the day we have 1.1 mllion
public school children and 265 t housand non-public
school children and, and they all deserve the
protection. I'’mthere for everyone. |I’'m not saying
that we shoul d take school safety agents and put

t hem for non-public schools and forget about the
public schools. | support teachers. | support
children. 1 support our school children. I go
around to all ny schools in ny district. My first
order of business before | got elected was visiting
all my public schools in nmy district. And | do
support all the school children in our city. So

t hank you for that.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you. Thank
you Chair Deutsch. And thank you to each of you for
bei ng here. | appreciate your testinony. Thank you
for the work you do and I’ m | ooking forward to
working with all of you. Thank you agai n. Next
we're going to have a panel of students and
advocates, yes. To all of ny young peopl e who have
been patiently waiting | appreciate you. Thank you
t hank you thank you so nuch. I’mgoing to call al

of you up together, those that signed up. So I’'m
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going to start wth Matthew Evans from Future of
Tonmorrow and Urban Youth Col | aborative Dignity in
Al'l Schools, Carlos Suarrow [ phonetic] from Sisters
and Brothers United Urban Youth Col | aborati ve,
Perla Cristae Ranps [phonetic] Sisters and Brothers
United, Juditza G gel [phonetic] from U ban Youth
Col | aborati ve and Make the Road, Christine

Rodri guez from Make the Road and Urban Youth

Col | aborative, Latrell [phonetic] Stone from Youth
M nistries for Peace and Justice Urban Youth

Col | aborative, Onyx Wal ker from Future of Tonorrow
U ban Youth Col | aborative, and Di anna Zaronmeno

[ phonetic] are you here? 1’mgoing to call the
nanes one nore tinme. | got Matthew Evans you're
here? Carl os Suarrow are you here? Perla? Ckay.

Judi tza? You here. Christine? Latrell? Onyx?

D anna? Di anna’ s not here? Ch okay, Julian. Ckay
great. Julian | just need you to fill out a slip
okay just for the record? Ckay? Ckay, oh great

t hank you. Ckay. And if any of you has any
testinony that you want nme to read pl ease nake sure
we, we get it at the front. Okay. Okay. Ckay so
we're going to start with, to nmy furthest, to ny,

ny right and your left nmy sister, we're going to
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start with you. You're first up. Let’s go. And neke
sure the red light is on so you can speak directly
into the m crophone.

PERLA RAMOS: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

CARLCS SUARROW Should | start?

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  You can go thank
you.

CARLCS SUARROW Good afternoon. My name
Is Carlos Suarrow. |I'’ma student at...H gh School in
the Bronx and a youth | eader at Sisters and
Brothers United. .National |’'ve seen conflicts that
could be resolved with peer neditation and ot her
restorative practices. Instead, instead it’'s, it
ends up with students in handcuffs and...arrest...|
know that treating student this way doesn’t solve
the, anything. .students...getting the student
safety act amendnent so that we get, so that we
could get information on handcuff and really have
an i npact because he can show how nmany of us are
I npacted by the use restraints and the need to
change this policy. This year we started the BC
| eader shi p council coordinated by Sisters and

Brothers United. It brings together students from..
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Nati onal, Bronx Acadeny for Software Engi neering,
and H gh School for Technol ogy and energy to
pronote restorative justice to deal with conflict.
We're having inter, interschool circle to talk
about issues affecting students lives |ike

vi ol ence, bullying, and other topics. W' re also
trying to strengthen the rel ationshi ps between the
students and teachers...student and teacher say
circles. | think the...really have a positive inpact
in a school culture and we need to put nore
resources into this kinds of progress. But I am
concerned because we don’t have resources this

ki nds of problembut the city council’s considering
a bill that will nean we have to put nore noney
into school police officers. The priority is to
create a safe and supportive environnments for
students then we need to invest noney in this
program and not nore in, not nore police in school.
Havi ng nore detailed data in the student safety act
can really help show that schools need resources
for positive support to deal with the conflicts

li ke restorative justice. Wien it is amendnents to

the student safety act because need our schools to
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be safe and confortable in a confortable place for
our students.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Thank you Carl os.

LATRELL STONE: Hello. My nane is
Latrell Stone. | am 17 years old. | attend East
Bronx Academy and |’ m here today representing Youth
M nistries for Peace and Justice and the Urban
Yout h Col | aborative. For the past five years of ny
school | seen many students get suspended
especially for mnor B21 infractions. This puts
students on the path to the school to prison
pi pel i ne because of the high rates of suspensions
and di sengages so many students from /|l earning. This
continues students on a destructive path where they
are pushed out of schools and are nore likely to
end up in prisons. Just a few weeks ago one of ny
fell ow cl assmat es was suspended for refusing his
hand hi s phone over to the teacher. The teacher
asked for the phone and the student refused to but
instead offered to put the phone back into his
pocket. The teacher however kept pressuring the
student to hand his phone over and after a few

m nutes that student was suspended. So now nmany
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students hand in their phones in fear of getting
suspended for something that is very little. There
have been many tinmes | wanted to stand for ny peers
and say this whole discipline systemis wong but I
fear...get suspended for defying authority. Please
to the city council the student safety act needs to
be passed because we need, we need to know how many
students are being suspended multiple tines so we
can understand that it’s not effective. East Bronx
Acadeny has realized that suspensions aren’t
wor ki ng and after having one of the highest
suspension rates in the city ny school is working
on reduci ng suspensions. W won’'t know t he i npact
of the school to prison pipeline on black and
Lati no students until we know all of the data. The
sanme students are being suspended over and over
again. W don’t need nore school police and netal
detectors. W need gui dance counsellors, socia

wor kers, and...and restorative justice. W spend 30,
300 mllion dollars on policing, on policing us and
only one mllion dollars on restorative justice.
That’s 300 dollars per student for policy that, for
policies that end up pushing us out and...person,

and for policies that woul d keep us in school. W
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shoul d not, we should not be considering putting
even nore noney into policing. We could end this
pi pel i ne now passing the student safety act can
change NYC public schools and give students |ike ne
a better chance at getting into college and
succeeding in life.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Thank you Latrell. | hope it’s okay | cal
you guys by your first nane. It’s okay right? Ckay.
Ckay next.

CHRI STI NE RODRI GUEZ: Good afternoon. My
nane is Christine Rodriguez. | am 17 years old
seni or at the Bushwi ck School for Social Justice,
|’ma youth | eader at Make the Road New York as
wel | as the Urban Youth Collaborative. Today we
have conme together to advocate for a stronger
student safety act so that we can have all the, al
the data we need to address school discipline
practices across the city, especially the
di sparities. In 2011 we were able to pass the
student safety act which for the first time nmade
public what we al ready knew that too many bl ack and
Lati no youth were being pushed out of schools

t hrough arrests and suspensions for m nor behavior.
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The true inpact of the school to prison pipeline on
bl ack and Lati no students won’t be known until we
know all of the data. There are hundred, hundreds
of students that have been arrested in schools that
is not currently capturing the data. We al so do not
have access to data show ng when students are
suspended multiple tinmes. And students as young as
five years, five years old are handcuffed inside of
school s. This anendnent will change that. The, this
data is inportant in nmaking policy changes. So we
deserve to see better and stronger data in order to
see better and stronger policies to support
students like elimnating suspension for...authority
whi ch is the nunber one reason why students are
getting suspended. There are already school s that
are investing in restorative justice approaches
that are refusing to suspend students for m nor
behavi or |ike insubordination right here in New
York G ty. These schools have created a safe

envi ronnment whil e keeping students in school.
Speaki ng as a youth who has attended New York
Public, New York Gty public schools ny whole life
| want to say how inportant it is to hear directly

fromus, the students. We |live the inpact of these
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policies every day. W know what works and what
doesn’t. Now that | am part of the mayora
| eadership team on school climate and discipline |
amcommtted in bringing solutions we know work to
the table. Making this amendnment to the safety,
the...sorry, to the student safety act is another
i mportant step to the right direction. But we need
to push ourselves to do nore to stop pushing
school, students out of school and investing in
their future. In New York City 300 mllion dollars
are being spent to police and crimnalize students
while one mllion dollars is invested in
restorative justice. What does this tell us about
how the city decides to invest in students and our
education. Mdre noney is spent on police than
gui dance counsel |l or and social worker especially in
schools like mnes. Investing in restorative
justice is investing in our New York Gty schol ars.
In order to take a big step in ending the school to
prison pipeline in our New York City schools we
must strengthen the student safety act and invest
in restorative justice today.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Thank you

Chri stine. Next.
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JERI TZA d GLUM Good afternoon. My nane
is Jeritza G glum[phonetic]. I’man organizer with
Make the Road New York and the Urban Youth
Col | aborative as well as with Dignity in Schools
New York Chapter. | was 16 years old when we
started organi zing to pass the student safety act.
That was ei ght years ago. As young bl ack and Latino
and Latina students we were fighting for people to
recogni ze that we were pushed out of our school
t hrough suspensi on summonses and arrests. In 2010
the city council passed the student safety act and
in 2011 it was signed into law. It was inportant
for us to get the data that proved that we were
bei ng over policed, crimnalized in our schools.
Getting the data was a stepping stone in the right
direction to create new policies in a system of
accountabilily [phonetic] accountability, excuse ne
grounded in positive approaches to school
di sci pline. W acknow edge that the city is going
in the right direction and that over the | ast year
suspensi ons and arrests have gone down. As we
continue to nove in the right direction it is
i nperative that we pass the new anendnents because

we're still seeing nmajor disparities with black and
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Lati no students and students with disabilities
bei ng i npacted the nost. W know that there are
still hundreds of students being arrested by police
called into school and we’re not seeing the data.
We need to be able to see the full picture of
what’ s happeni ng inside our schools to nmake the
changes happen. The anmendnents to the student
safety act will also provide us with presence and
use of netal detectors in all schools, the nunbers
of students receiving nmultiple suspensions, the use
of restraints on students, and referrals to EMS
because of discipline or behavioral issues and

i nci dents invol ving police and students. Wile
getting access to the data we wll still definitely
mai ntai n student privacy. |I've had to see and live
the inpact of these policies for years. Two

di fferent high schools, pushed out of ny first high
school, and ny second two years | spent ny nornings
waiting in line to go through netal detectors with
safety agents yelling in ny face. | have watched ny
cl assmate get punched in the face after being
handcuf fed whi |l e anot her agent held her in place.
After graduating |I returned to nmy conmunity school

to organi ze young people frommny old high school. I
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wi t nessed a young bl ack man handcuffed with his
pants at his ankles, tears rolling down his face
after making himwal k through the hallways with his
pants at his ankles while the cuffs | eft abrasions
on his arnms. | can only inmagine the humliation
that he felt and all the adults that failed to see
him It was even nore upsetting to |ook into the
eyes of one of ny youth | eaders, an openly gay
afro-Latino young man with an I EP and have himtel
me the fear and the anger he felt at being
surrounded by safety agents and cops handcuffed and
forced into an anmbul ance to be sent to the hospital
for a psych eval after a verbal incident with

anot her student. As you can see after eight years
the stories haven't changed and the students who
have been failed by the structural racism of
policies and practices left in place haven't
changed either. The systemis failing our black and
brown boy, young men and wonen. It is failing our
LGBTQ students and our students with special needs.
We can’t continue to crimnalize black and brown
behavi or. W have to access this data to truly
understand the inpact of the school to prison

pi peline on black and Latino and LGBTQ students in
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our schools if we want to create real change in our
young peoples’ lives and for New York City to | ead
in way of transform ng our education systemto
support all students to succeed. And for the record
we are not in support of Intro 25 because why woul d
i nvest nore public dollars for nore cops in schools
for private institutions when we are trying to
shift an over police culture in our public schools.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you Jeritza.
| think it’s Intro 65 just to make sure. Ckay,
t hank you.

ONYX WALKER: Hi guys, | nean good
evening. My nane is Onyx Walker and |I’ma youth
| eader with Future of Tonorrow and the Urban Youth
Col | aborative and | attend the Franklin K Lane
Campus Hi gh School. So | have a story for you guys.
| lost nmy nmetro card during the | ast week of summer
school. To get to school the next day | had to
borrow nmy friend s metro card who was finished with
his regents that same week. It was the | ast day of
sumer school and they were not issuing new netro
cards. Now | needed one to get back to get nyself

in my | ocker because |I had gym for sunmer school.
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Wien | got to the train station after picking up ny
things I went to school, had a fine time, and then
when | got back and | left the train station | was
stopped by a police officer. He asked ne how did
get onto the train. |I told himl sw ped the school
metro card. He then asked to see the netro card. He
asked why did | have this netro card, summer school
was over. And then | said today was actually the

| ast day of summer school and had to return to
retrieve ny belongings. He then asked ne for ny
information and | gave himny school ID. The
officer then told ne he could give ne a ticket for
usi ng soneone else’s netro card when | qualified
for a free nmetro card. So | gave himit and then he
returned ny I D and raped his hand signaling,
signaling me to | eave. Since that was the | ast day
of summer school and nmany students get on the sane
train daily I was curious as to why he actually
stopped nme in the first place so | asked hi m why.
He responded what and | said again why did you stop
nme. He then furiously told nme now | deserve the
ticket. He gave nme the ticket because | asked why |
was being stopped. So then | tried to get on the

next train and decided 1'Il leave it al one but he
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and his partner blocked ne fromgetting on the
train. They told ne to | eave the train station or |
woul d be arrested next. So | was kicked out of the
train station in front of a bunch of other students
and other kids. It was kind of enbarrassing and
insulting all at the same tinme and was it reported
to the school or to the Departnment of Education
probably not. | just was trying to get hone and why
are cops waiting for students outside of their
school s to hand out summons and tickets. Hundreds
of black and Latino students are constantly policed
in their communities on the way to and from school .
And sadly policed in the school as well. In no way
did | feel safe with this cop. And he only raised
nore concern with ne even feeling safe with cops

i nside of ny school as well. We currently only know
how many students are arrested and gi ven summons by
student safety agents in schools. W need the data
on all the interactions with police and students in
schools. W know that black and Latino students are
primarily affected fromthe school to prison

pi peline but we will never know the full inpact

wi thout all of the data. Thank you
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CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you. Thank
you Onyx. You' re up Julian.

MATTHEW EVANS: Jul i an?

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: No you’' re not
Julian. I'"msorry.

MATTHEW EVANS: Matt hew.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  You' re Matthew yeah
sorry. Julian’s nmy dad’s nane. That’s why. [’ m
sorry.

MATTHEW EVANS: 1t’s okay. Good evening.
My nanme is Matthew Evans and |’ m a youth | eader
with Future of Tonorrow and a Urban Youth
Col | aborative. | attend the Franklin K Lane Canpus.
This June | will graduate and I’'ll be attending
SUNY Cobl eskill College this fall. Every day for
the past four years | walked into my school and |
was greeted with a line. Wien | finally get into
the school doors I'mface to face with severa
school safety agents and three netal detectors.
rarely hear, heard a good norning. | was nost
likely to hear renove your itens in your pockets,
take off your boots and step aside to get wanded
down. Not, it was not always the best way to be

greeted in the norning. Especially when you' re
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bei ng sl owed down to get to your first period by
the line in the netal detectors. The netal
detectors cause flare ups, itens being thrown away.
M x ups of bel ongi ngs and rushi ng hundreds of
students through the netal detectors. | got so
accustoned to taking nmy belt off during scanning I
al ways forgot to put it on before, after the end of
the day. School officers, school safety officers,
netal detectors, scanning machi nes. These things
are crimnalizing our innocent youth. Wiy does
wal ki ng into school feel |ike walking into Ryker’s
Island? When I, | wish to see the day when students
can enter ny school with having, waiting in a line.
| look forward to the day when students wal ki ng
into ny school seeing teachers, principals, and any
ot her staff person at school saying good norning
and wi shing them a productive and successful day. |
want to see the day when student keep their belts
on, their boots on, any itens in their pocket
before going to school. Hopefully the future
students of ny high school can get a well-deserved
education wi thout being crimnalized. | canme to
city hall last nonth for a hearing. Me and ny

friends went through the netal detectors just |ike
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all of you today. We started taking off our belts
and ny friend Onyx renoved his boots. The guard
sai d whoa keep your shoes on keep, and, and your
belts. W're not the TSA. They started to |augh. O
course they neant no harmbut little did they know
students at ny school and other schools with
hundreds of students had to take off their belts
and boots daily to get our education. W are over
policed and crimnalized in our schools. It doesn’t
make ne feel any safer in school. W don’'t need no
nore school safety agents. W need gui dance
counsel |l ors. W need social workers, student
success centers, nost inportantly support. The
power is in your hands to either support the school
to prison pipeline or end the school to prison
pi pel i ne. The choice is yours.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Julian you fooled ne. You went over there
that’s why | didn’t see you. Thank you Matthew t hat
was a great way to close. Thank you. | appreciate
it. Julian you re up

JULIAN: Sorry Ms. G bson. Ckay. |I’'m
here today representing Youth Mnistries for Peace

and Justice and Urban Youth Col | aborative. Today I
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want to share with you all mny experience at one of
t he worst managed schools in the Bronx. Just being
in the hallways in, in nmy school often...incidents
with the SSA. | know we, we call them school safety
agents but sonetinmes fear is the first thing that
comes to mnd when we see uniforns. On various
occasions officers have fal sely accused nyself and
students of trespassing even if you were sinply

wal king to the bathroomor using free periods to
tutoring and seei ng gui dance counsellors. | know
experience...not uni que because 5,500 cops are in
New York City public schools handling students
conpared to over 3,200 gui dance counsellors
receiving only 1.2 mllion on restorative justice
yet 300 mllion is spent on policing. A mjority of
us come from di sadvant aged nei ghbor hoods and
disabilities and identifying as LGBTQ as well. This
makes it even harder for us to not end up in the
school to prison pipeline and we stand in |ong
lines waiting to go through netal detectors to
enter school. W spend over 300 tines nore noney
to...even though it’s been proven by the school to
prison pipeline that suspensions over ineffective

because it does not go, get to the root of the
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cause of the issue. This keeps students in a cycle
that shuts them down fromlearning nmaking it nore
likely for themto end, end up incarcerated and off
the path towards hi gher |earning. The departnent of
educati on needs to fund nore noney or restorative
justice practices to schools to provide students

wi th enotional support essential guidance, college
readi ness and alternatives fromzero tol erance. |
demand that the DCE and the mayor take back the
power fromthe NYPD to turn out schools back into
safe havens and to provi de support and education
that our students need for bright and successful
futures. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Questions? Thank
you guys. That was awesone. | appreciate it. Each
of you has shared a story or a personal experience
as students in our public school system And now
bei ng advocates many of you are on the school
| eadership climte teamwhich |’ mvery happy to
hear the work that we’'re doing yes will affect you
and it’'s inportant that your voice is heard. So |
appreci ate that our students are at the table and
that you' re really tal king about a lot of the

i ssues. W don't all claimto knowit all and | was
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educated in public schools but that was just a
coupl e years ago, not that |ong ago, but things
have changed. And so we need your voices to be
heard and | continue to encourage you to talk to
your fellow students and ot hers about the work
that’s being done and howit’s going to inpact
their future. And | agree with everything that’s
been said. | just have one question that | wl]l
throw out at the panel whoever wants to catch it is
fine. Wth a lot of the restorative justice and
some of the initiatives and other work that is
bei ng done do you think that we are noving in the
right direction? And al so what woul d you suggest as
counci | nmenbers that represent, | represent many of
the schools in the Bronx, sone that you descri bed,
t he East Bronx Academny on Sout hern Boul evard and
some of the other schools in district nine, so what
do you think we can do nore to really make a
di fference and make a dent in a |ot of the
statistics and data that we know exist right now?
Does anyone want to answer?

JURI TZA J GEL: | would say yes we are
going in the right direction. W need to go further

in order to have even nore of an inpact in our
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young peoples’ lives ending racist policies that
clearly target black and brown young nen and wonen
li ke B21 and getting rid of it and not doing
oversights of that policy would be great. And then
addressing the issue of handcuffing not just for 12
and under but al so our ol der young people. They
shoul d not, you know they are, have been a part of
this oppressive system and...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: MM hnm

JURI TZA G CGEL: ..handcuffing is clearly
not the way to deal with our young fol ks. W need
nore resources and funding geared to restorative
justice and positive and alternatives to discipline
and positive approaches. So that’s definitely
di fferent ways that we can be going further.

CHAI RPERSON Gl BSON:  Okay. How nany of
you have been issued a summons before? Have any of
you been arrested? Suspended? Ch okay wow, okay,
okay. And | have sone, hands in the audience too.
So again | know you speak from experience because
you know this is what we are trying to avoid right?
So a lot of the conversation |’ve said has to be a
refocus and a cultural shift and now nore

preventative and not reactionary. So the current
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climate we have now there about 5,000 school safety
agents and 17 hundred or so school buildings in our
city. So we know that there is aroll and there is
val ue in school safety agents right? W can al
agree on that. But how they do their work is the
question at hand. Can any of you give ne an
experience or any infraction where a school safety
agent deescal ated a situation that coul d have arose
to an arrest or suspension or the |ocal precinct
bei ng i nvol ved? |Is there anything that you could
t hi nk of where an SSA has done a good job that we
could use as an exanple? Right. So I, | know we’ve
heard a | ot of bad but I want to hear just maybe
one good story where an SSA did sonet hing good to
deescal ate a situation. Mtthew, yes?

MATTHEW EVANS: Well this is SSA M.
Washi ngton in our...[cross-talKk]

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON:  Mm hmm

MATTHEW EVANS: | think it was about two
years ago when | was in 10'" grade. | was in
geonetry class right. You know I’m not a good math
whiz so | wasn’t, | wasn't doing the work properly
so | asked a student and you know he’s being a

know-it-all, he’s like oh I’mbetter than you,
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know this and | know that. I'mlike why you got to
act like that. So | guess the arguing escal ated
into a fight and then Ms. Washi ngton the SSA broke
it up. She sat us down and we, she just deescal ated
the fight.

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ckay.

MATTHEW EVANS: She, she used kind words
and she spoke to us instead of handcuffing us.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ri ght. And that,
that was a good thing right?

MATTHEW EVANS:. Yes.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Because that could
have escal ated out of control.

MATTHEW EVANS: Yeah...

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ckay.

MATTHEW EVANS: ..coul d have got hurt.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: So no and I'm |’ m
the reason why | ask the question is because we
know a | ot of the challenges we face. W know sone
of the stories that reach the nedia but we know all
of the stories that don't nake it to the paper. And
so what we're trying to do and in the | eadership
teamwe’'re trying to |l ook at ways in which the

training of these SSAs ca be better where there can
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be nore resources where there are nedica

pr of essi onal s, school guidance counsellors, and
soci al workers, and psychiatrists that are on site
to deescal ate these situations so we don't call the
precinct. We don’t all 9-1-1 and we don’t take that
student to the enmergency room | nmean that to ne
has to be an absolute last resort after we have
exhausted everything else right? So | appreciate
that. Does anyone have any other stories that they
want to share with the council? Okay. Okay well [et
me...1"mgoing to turn this over to nmy chair Chair
Deut sch and we al so have a question from oh Counci
Menber G eenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you
very much Madam Chair. First of all | want to thank
all of you for coming out here. I want you to know
how i nportant it is to get your perspective as
council nmenbers. As Chair G bson nentioned she is
very young incidentally so she had just graduated
from school but we are not in school anynore so you
provi de an inval uabl e perspective. I, | wll just
tell you, and | think it’s inportant to know is
that you know if you could see chairing this

hearing is Chair G bson. She’'s the first African
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American and first woman who chairs the public
safety conmttee in the history of New York G ty.
She’s a strong fighter on your behalf. She cares
passi onatel y about these issues and obviously it’s
her legislation that we’'re considering today. So
you have many friends and allies. In case you could
not tell just so that you know I’m an Othodox Jew,
you see the Yamaka on ny head, the beard.

represent Borough Park in Mdwood. | do not
represent a lot of children who go to public
school s. Mdst of ny children go to non-public
school s but hearing your stories today |I want you
to know that | support you and | certainly

appreci ate the points that you re nmaking and I
think we do have to nake inprovenents and reforns
and | think that the stories that you brought here
today are very powerful. So |I want to thank you for
that and | just want you to know that we appreciate
it. Just want to clarify one m sconception perhaps
and that is that Intro 65 which we di scussed before
woul d actually not apply to public schools. Wre
not trying to put nore school safety agents in
public schools. It’s really the non-public schools

currently that don’t have any security. And that’s
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why they want it. So | just, once again | want to
thank you for your testinony. | want you to know
that we’'re hearing you loud and clear. And |I’'m
actual ly just curious about this because |I'm
really don’t know. |Is there any way for you to give
feedback on the school safety agent if you're
unhappy with your experience. And it seens |ike
sone of you were unhappy and for the fellowin the
corner just so that you know I wasn’t very good at
math and | did okay so don’t worry about it. Is
there, is there any way you can gi ve feedback on
school safety agents or does not, does that process
not exist?

JURI TZA G GEL: No there’s no process of
accountability. There’s no way to hol d school
safety agents accountable right now unfortunately.
And there’'s no way to, for, in ternms of |ike the
students actually giving feedback about SSAs in
school s no that’s not happeni ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Al right. So
| appreciate that. | would certainly love chair to
| ook at that process to see if there m ght be sone
sort of way where we could actually allow students

to provide feedback if not parents to provide
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feedback on interactions with the SSAs because it
sounds |i ke fromwhat you re saying there are sone
good SSAs but there are a lot of themwho are not
so good and certainly not being respectful. And
that’s...that’s certainly is unacceptable. And so
want you to know that we’'re listening. W re here.
W appreciate your testinmony. And you certainly
have our support especially under the great
| eadershi p of Chair Vanessa G bson. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you. Thank

you very much Council Menber G eenfield. |

appreciate it. | appreciate your words. | didn't
tell himto say that, | promse. | just wanted to
make sure that | understood correctly. | think sone

of you tal ked about netal detectors but a | ot of
the chall enges we have with them So in the

| eadership climte teamwe’ re | ooking at netal
detectors, we're asking for nore reporting on where
they are, the pernmanent one, the tenporary ones,
the ones that are roam ng. Because we have netal
detectors that rotate throughout a district in, in
the city. So we’re | ooking at nore of that
information but for us as elected officials we have

so many schools that are collocated with multiple
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school s, thousands of kids. And we have sone
principals that think they’'re a safe haven. And we
have sone principals that don’t want them anynore.
So we are in a mdst again. We’re having a | ot of
conversation about a possible pilot to phase sone
out. But we have to |look at the criteria by which
they were there in the first place. And that
assessnent has not been done for quite sone tine.
So | just wanted to know if any of you had any
suggestions or any thoughts because many of you are
at schools where there are netal detectors right?
They were put there for a reason. Now in terns of
the crinme in your schools have you seen w tness
yoursel f crinme going down because of the netal
detectors or have you seen crinme getting even worse
or has it been flat with the netal detectors in

pl ace. So you two at Franklin K Lane right, they
have netal detectors right? So have you seen crine
decrease or the sane or you' re not sure?

MATTHEW EVANS: There wasn’'t nuch crine
when | got there | guess but the netal detectors
certainly didn't like help bring it down. Like I
don't really think it had nuch of an effect. Most

of the effects that it had were kind of | should
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say smaller such as...Like it wouldn’t be smaller it
woul d how should say | ead to sonething el se rather
than the actual crine happening, it would lead to
i ke a suspension because you're |ate or sonething
i ke that.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Mmt hmm Ckay. D d
you want to add?

ONYX WALKER: Those netal detectors at
our, that’s in our school well | renenber, |
remenber they were, they are not being there at a
certain time but they’ ve been there ever since back
back way back in the day when Franklin K Lane used
to be one school like I think like in the 80s or
70s. So they’'ve been there forever and they need...|
guess there’s hasn’t been a lot of crinme you know.
They’' re just standing there. They just, they just,
they just standing there they're, they're a
obstacle, they’'re making us |l ate so...There’s not
really crinme in our school. There's just leading to
suspensions for no reason.

CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Ckay. Did anyone
el se want to add? Ckay. Chair

CO- CHAI RPERSON DEUTSCH: Yeah thank you

Chair. | just want to nention that you know in the
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council we’re pushing for body canmeras to NYPD

of ficers and I woul d consider al so pushing since
school safety agents are, do nmake arrests, they do
gi ve out, issue sunmonses so, and they also fal
under the NYPD so this is sonething that we need to
push for and you know legislatively this is
something 1’mgoing to look into to nake sure that
when we tal k about the NYPD using body caneras
school safety agents should be in the sane
category. So | want to thank you all for being

her e.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you agai n
everyone for being here. W appreciate your
presence. Thank you for your patience, your
testinony, and we | ook forward to working with you
and know that you have a voice. | as well as ny
col | eagues we are here to be your partners in this
effort and we want to nake sure that as we | ook
into school climate, disciplinary changes,
restorative justice, additional reporting that we
make sure that our students are, voices are heard.
So we thank you so nuch for your patience and thank
you for being here this afternoon. Thank you. God

bl ess you. Thank you. Alright thank you guys. Thank
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you agai n. Ready? Oh really? Okay. Qur next panel
that we will call forward is Zakiyah Ansari from
the Alliance for Quality Education, Dasia Reed from
the Children’ s Defense fund, Nancy G nsburg and
Cara Chanbers fromthe Legal Aid Society, Vanessa
Ranbs fromthe Commttee for H spanic Children and
Fam |lies, Karen Farces fromthe famlies and
crimnal and famly court involved students, N ck
Petra from Make the Road New York. Are you al
here? Ckay let nme just call the nanes again. Okay
so... Zaki yah here, Dasia...Dasia may have | eft okay,
Nancy G nsburg and Cara, okay, Vanessa Ranpbs, oh
yeah | saw her earlier? Karen? Karen Farces, okay
she’s not here. And Nick Petra? Nelson Marr? | saw
Nel son, he’'s gone too? Ckay. Tara Foster from |l ega
servi ces NYC? Anber Decker are you here? Because
they’'re different? Ckay Tara Foster again. Sara
Fajardo fromCoalition for Asian Anerican Children
and Fam | ies? Ckay. So what happens when they're
not here? Ckay are you guys already. Is, Zakiyah
you may start us off. Thank you again for being
here. Thank you for being patient to everyone.

ZAKI YAH ANSARI : So good eveni ng. My

nane i s Zakiyah Ansari. |’'mthe advocacy director
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for the Alliance for Quality Education. Today we
are here to present our full support for bill,
Intro 719 requiring the Departnment of Education to
report ratios of school safety officers to guidance
counsel ors school by school. ACE also wants to
acknow edge support for Intro 730 which woul d add
anot her | ayer of reporting to the school safety
act. These two bills we believe nove us in the
right direction. They nove us towards a nore
account abl e and transparent departnent of
education. Thanks to a reporting bill passed
recently we are finally able to capture the |ack of
services specifically the starling ratio of

gui dance counsel |l ors per student. This is in part
how we begin to hone in on disparity and address
achi evenent gaps. This new bill would focus on the
rati o of safety officers to guidance counsellors
giving us a nore conprehensive understandi ng of
what the departnent is or should be prioritizing in
our conmunities. Simlarly Intro 730 anends the
student safety act to strengthen data transparency
to ensure all stakehol ders have the full picture of
the inpact of our school discipline policies in our

communi ties. We know that so much police activity
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i n our school goes under reported and we need to
enact policies that dismantle the school to prison
pi peline. Lastly we are disheartened by the city
counci |’ s al nost unani nous support of Intro 65.
This is not the direction we believe a progressive
city should be taking at the state |level for the
second year we have had to...off a bill that
threatened to syphon hundreds of mllions of public
dollars for private religious institutions through
a tax credit. It’s shocking that New York Gty is
al so noving in that direction. Increasingly there
seens to be these blurred |ines of separation of
church and state. And under a progressive mayor our
progressive city council we nust not allow public
dollars to continue to be diverted away from our
struggling public institutions |like our schools,

l'i braries, and parks and into the hands of private
religious institutions and charter schools which

al ready receive free rent or New York City

t axpayers cover their rent. We nust prioritize our
public education systemthat’ s strapped for
resources. Many schools are faced with one gui dance
counsel l or per 500 or nore students and here we are

t hi nki ng about footing the bill for private
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religious school safety agents. It was clear from
the state, statenments fromthe students stories
that 1’ ve heard over and over again that we haven't
even gotten it right in public schools and the, the
need for nore school safety agents is not the

i ssue. So what exactly is the financial cost for
the city? Mire inportantly what will be the
psychol ogi cal cost for children in those schools by
i ncreasi ng the nunber of safety agents? Is there
some special force of officers being trained
different fromthe ones who are already in our
public schools or will we see an increase in
suspensi ons and summonses to students in those
schools as well? WIIl they be under the sane

noni toring oversight? Are private and parochia
under the sane discipline code? Like there s tons
of questions that need to be answered. And | think
before we pass this bill or resolution those
questions need to be addressed. | was just here

| ast nonth testifying in support of resolution by
the city council to support canpaign for fisca
equity and demand...the state fully funded. | have
to admt | was a bit shocked by the overwhel m ng

majority of city council menbers who signed off on
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this resolution. And I'lIl close by saying this...As
I just was in Staten |Island yesterday sendi ng off
dozens of, of marchers to, who are marching to DC
for the march to justice planning to walk 250 m | es
to DC to send a nessage and take denmands to our
congress around police accountability there are
many of these city council nenbers who were there
yesterday tal king very passionately about the, that
t hey support this march and the need for police
accountability. And after listening to these
students. And after com ng...three nonth budget
fight that hasn’t, it’s not over yet and know ng
that how scarce and precious our public dollars are
that this is sonething we really need to | ook at.
And it starts off as this is what everybody needs
and then next tine what is, what else is it that
people will need for, fromour public dollars. And
at the sane tine we are the first ones to want to
tal k about how our public schools are failing. CQur
public dollars are precious. W need to nmake sure
that we hold onto them Absolutely every child
deserves to safe but our public dollars if | make a
choice as a parent of eight and a grandnot her of

three to send ny child to a public school or a
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private school then | am | understand where |’ m
sending themto. And ny dollars pay for that and ny
public dollars pay for other things. So |I hope that
we will, we’'re in full support of the 719 ad 730
but not Intro 65. Qur public dollars are really
preci ous to us.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Thank you

NANCY A NSBURG Good evening. My nane
Is Nancy G nsburg. I'mtestifying for the Legal Ad
Society. W have submtted lengthy witten
testinony. | amnot going to read it. I1'd like to
respond to some of the things that were said today.
First | would like to raise sonething that the DOE
said which they have been saying since |’ve been
testifying on this issue since the earth cool ed
that when a crine has been conmtted it’s an NYPD
deci sion and that they have nothing to do with
that, that’s sinply not true. That is the position
that they have historically taken and they
certainly have taken that position since the NYPD
has entered the school. But there are many
i nstances where school personnel try to convince

school safety agents that they don’t want action
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taken agai nst students and those policies could be
changed and the DCE from Tweed down coul d change
that policy and they have chosen not to and we
woul d urge the city council to urge the DOE

| eadershi p to change that position. Another issue
that canme up, there’s been |ots of discussion about
scanning. It’'s a big issue. It is a hot point, a
flash point for conflict in the schools. | would
submit that nost schools don’t even followthe
chancel lor’s regul ation on scanni ng neither the
school personnel nor the SSAs foll ow that
regulation. I would urge the council to urge both
agencies to follow that regulation in addition to
all of the requests that were nmade today. As far as
the i ssue about hol ding agents accountable, this is
a very very big issue. I, we are very encouraged by
the current admnistration and by the current NYPD
and the current DCE and the changes that they have
made. They are noving a very large force of agents
trained in one way and pushing themto act in a
different way. But many of those agents because of
the years and years of training and instruction
they received in the past are having trouble making

this transition. And we woul d urge once again the
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council to hold the NYPD and school safety
accountable to hold their agents accountable. And
in the case that was addressed earlier today in
Park Sl ope Collegiate if, if agents saw that their
fell ow agents were being held accountable for
behavi or that was not acceptable that behavior
woul d decrease. But because we very rarely if ever
see accountability in those situations, and | do
think that those incidents, those agents are in the
mnority and many many agents are trying to do
their best to work with these kids. But we do think
that there are a nunber of agents that pose a
consi stent problemin a nunber of schools and
school safety and NYPD know who those agents are.
And because there is no accountability there s very
little novenment to inprove those practices.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Thank you

CARA CHAMBERS: Good evening |I'’m Cara
Chanbers, also fromthe Legal Aid Society. And |’ m
just adding a bit to the comrents that ny coll eague
Nancy has nmade. | wanted to speak briefly about
Intro 719 requiring the Department of Education to

report on the ratio of school safety officers to
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gui dance counsellors. W strongly support that. And
we al so recommend that the bill require reporting
on the ratio of school safety officers to school
soci al workers and gui dance counsellors as well.

Al'l of those professionals can play very pivotal
roles in crisis nediation and soci al enotiona
skills building and that is especially inportant
for New York City's nost vul nerable children which
are often the, the sanme children that the legal aid
society represents on a daily basis, children who
are honel ess, who have suffered from abuse and

negl ect, children who have becone involved in the
juvenil e delinquency systemor the crimnal justice
system Many of these children suffer from post-
traumatic stress disorder, conplex nental health

i ssues, other disabilities, and those disabilities
often mani fest thensel ves in school based, in
behaviors in schools that are problematic and are
di sruptive. But those behaviors require treatnent
and support, not punishment, not arrest, not
sumonses. Presently nost school s have just one

gui dance counsel l or, one part tine social worker
and one part tinme psychol ogi st for hundreds of

students. And those staff nenbers spend the vast
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majority of their time conducting eval uations and
provi ding services to students who have

di sabilities whose individualized education
prograns require services under federal |aw That

| eaves themwi th little to no tinme to provide, to
provi de services like crisis intervention,

t her apeutic support, interventions to prevent
bullying in school, nental health referrals to the
communi ty, conflict nediation, or conflict
resolution skill building. Consequently the nunber
of these staff nmenbers in schools has to increase
considerably in order for there to be significant
change. Requiring reporting on the ratio of, of
these DOE staff nmenbers to school safety agents
will shine alight on that and will force this city
to recogni ze and acknow edge the backwards enphasis
that is being placed on the type of services and
the type of supports that these children are, are
receiving. So we are strongly in support of Intro
719 and hope that it will help call greater
attention to the shortage of guidance counsell or,
soci al workers, and psychol ogists in our schools.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Thank you.
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TARA FOSTER: Di d anyone have any
gquestions for ny coll eague?

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: I'’m going to wait
until after the whol e panel’s done.

TARA FOSTER: Oh okay, great. So good
evening. My nane is Tara Foster. |'mhere for Lega
Services NYC. And ny clients feel that Intro 719 is
al so a very very inportant piece of |egislation.
And segwayi ng fromthat because |egal services has
been very active in supporting nore supports and
services in schools we also agree that there should
be nore data with regard to social workers. And,
then 1'd Iike to just take that point to segway
into al though there has been trenendous effort to
reduce suspensions in schools in recent years...
we're very grateful to the adm nistration there has
concurrently been a rise over the last three years
in EVMS calls. Therefore the data on EMS calls and
transports under the student safety act Intro 730
is vitally inportant in order to give us a full and
conpl ete picture of discipline responses, other
di sciplinary responses to disruptive students.
Finally I wanted to take that one step further and

suggest to the council that |ooking forward you
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know when we |l ook at Intro 719 it nentions al
public schools including charter schools. And |
think with regard to the student safety act | ooking
forward it’s...to point out that many of the sane
climate issues that the DOE has struggled wth
concerni ng school discipline and expul sion have
really come to a head in the charter schoo
settings. W are seeing children who are receiving
mul ti pl e suspensi ons. W are seeing students who
are being expelled after nmultiple suspensions. W
are seeing public dollars placed into these schools
and yet children are not getting process. Nancy
al l uded, ny coll eague Nancy G nsburg alluded to
havi ng been here for all time and it’s true. People
who have been doing this work for as many years as
we have known how hard it was to fight to get the
rights that peoples’ kids have and suspension
hearings and | think we need to start thinking
about that with regard to charter schools as well.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Do you have any testinony? Ckay.

AMBER DECKER: | just want to say that...

My nane i s Anber Decker.
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CHAI RPERSON @ BSON: Ch Anber ?

AMBER DECKER: Yeabh.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ch okay you are
here. Thank you. Ckay.

AMBER DECKER: And |, I, the whole tinme
I was here | didn’'t hear anything about school
safety plans and | think that they' re very
I nportant because the way that they are being
nonitored i s nonexi stent according to the
Chancellor’s regulation a for, 14 titled safety
plans it states that the office of school and youth
and devel opnent is available to provide ongoi ng
techni cal assistance. It al so says that principals
have to submt this very docunent to the safety
adm ni strator fromthe school office of youth and
devel opnent and yet there’s no check on whet her or
not these schools are follow ng the school safety
pl ans that they go through great links to create.
And enbedded in the school safety plans are
nunerous data in terns of safety and arrival and
di sm ssal procedures and things of that nature. So
in reference to 730 and 719 | think that those are
both very inportant and, and should, | totally

agree with them And in reference to 60, is it 65 I
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think there’'s a confusion about SSA agents and
traffic officers. Wiere | think there’s a | ack of
traffic officers usually when kids are crossing and
goi ng hone by thenselves but in terns of SSA agents
| don’t see the need to have such a heavy presence
in school. So with that...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Thank you very
much. Before | get to nmy question let ne just
acknow edge that we have received testinony on the
record fromthe Brooklyn Defender services, the
Committee for Hispanic Children and Fam lies as
well as the Children’s Defense Fund to be put into
the record. So I think all of you are our | ast
panel for the evening. But it’'s been a very very
productive hearing to ne. W’ ve seen mnultitude of
different voices that are at the table. So | just
want to ask a question; |egal services and | egal
aid are you involved with the DOE and NYPD ri ght
now as it relates to many of our students who are
court involved? And if, if not then what could we
as a council do in the school |eadership climte
teamto make you one of the partners if you re not

al ready?
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UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Well we are the
primary defender in New York Gty so we represent
nost of the kids who are arrested in schools, many
of whom are gi ven sunmonses. And many of the
children who are prosecuted through the famly
courts on school offenses.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: But ny question is...
[cross-tal k]

UNI DENFI ED FEMALE: W are involved with
themon a...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: ..do you get them
before they get to court?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: W are both
involved in the Mayor’s taskforce.

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Sone of the
school s because of the work that we’ ve been doing
inthe field will call us ahead of tine so...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: That’'s what |I'm
getting at. [cross-talK]

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: .we do enter the
cases, sonme of the cases earlier than court filings
if we are notified about it.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.
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UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: But there’s no
mechani smto make that happen.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Right. So there’s
no like formal agreenent or |ike a nenorandum of
under st andi ng where you would automatically be |like
the provider that would be readily available Iike
an on-call basis. So a lot of it is based on the
school | eadership climate team conversati on but
al so your relationships with the principals and the
educators where if, you know and the principals
know t heir students, they know the students that
are involved in court. So if an incident should
arise they can call you or, and in the past they
have called you right?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Correct.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Does that make
sense? Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ckay. So a | ot of
the questions |’ve been asking has really been
about preventative nmeasures right and not being
reactionary and | ooking at school safety agents in
a different light so to speak |ike changing that

cultural environnent so it’s not so prison |ike. |
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mean | get it. | get the challenges that we face.
So ny question to all of you is as advocates and
those you are in the field doing this incredible
work, do you like the direction that we are going
in and what would you suggest to the council as
addi tional things that we could |look at as we're
havi ng budget conversati ons now that woul d be

hel pful in this restorative justice and schoo

di scipline reformthat we know is necessary?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: The school s
consistently say that they do not have the
resources to do the kind of work that they would
like to do. They are so overwhel ned with testing
and all the other things that they're required to
do that to, to inplenent a real restorative justice
pl an or practice in the school takes resources.
It’s not just training. They need people in the
schools to inplenment that kind of work. So | think
many of the school safety coalition there have been
many suggestions that there should be coordinators
avail able to help facilitate that work on the
ground. It needs to be coordi nated anong the
schools, within the schools. There needs to be

addi tional training and support because sonetines
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that work is difficult. There al so needs to be...
school wi de training across staff of teachers to

I mprove cl assroom managenent because we’ ve heard
many stories about teachers calling in school
safety and school safety being asked to participate
I n classroom managenent when that is not why schoo
safety is placed in the schools. And that is a very
big issue in many many schools. And that’'s a
conversation that I think is starting to be had but
really needs to be had, held publically about how
the, the, that division of |abor should be, should
be approached and how school s can be supported so
that teachers get additional classroom managenent
skills and that school safety is actually allowed
to wthdraw froma, froma call they' re really not
supposed to insert thensel ves.

CHAI RPERSON d BSON: Ckay. You wanted to
add?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: The DCE does this
successfully in other prograns. They do this in the
nest program alnost to the detrinment of many of the
ot her New York Gty public school kids. But they
have very well oiled nmachines with nany many

experts. And there’s ownership in the program and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

307
COM TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY JO NTLY WTH COW TTEE
ON EDUCATI ON AND SUBCOVMM TTEE ON NON- PUBLI C SCHOOLS

there’s training fromthe top down and there’s
coordinators as Nancy indicated that’s so crucial.
And | do know that when we were litigating the TH

| awsui t which you know hel ped to provide sone of
that TCl training that will be going forward with
the city and sone of the top schools w th high
rates of...we were really hoping that there could be
nore of that coordination. So perhaps...[cross-talk]

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: .that coul d be
sonet hi ng...[ cross-tal k]

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.

ZAKI YAH ANSARI : | just wanted to say
real quick | think as sinple as it is it really is
about vision too. And a public vision comng from
the top down.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Vi sion 2.0.

ZAKI YAH ANSARI : So...absolutely. | think
if you city council is here talking about it we
know we have advocates and fol ks who have been
tal king about it for a nunber of years that the
vision has to conme fromthe top. And inagine the
mayor really putting out a vision and sayi ng we

will not accept the things that we are hearing now
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and change is going to happen. City council is
saying it. The parents and students are saying it.
And we’'re beginning to inplenment a |lot of the
suggestions that were here. | think the other piece
is that we have to really engage young people in
these conversations to the point where not that
we're just |ike oh what do you think, |ike

I npl emrent those things, and that they be an
integral part of saying are they working. Because
of ten what happens is we inplenent things and then
the fol ks who they' re supposed to inpact we don’t
even ask themif it’s working which is why we're in
the issue, the issue we’re in right now in
educati on as a whol e because those inpacted bodi es
policies are never asked are they working. And then
the other piece | just want to say real quick is I
think what’s m ssing here and | appreciate those
who are still here with us is that there needs to
be, and it’s not the first time I amor others have
suggested a panel like this that happens before the
fol ks who are quote unquote the experts speak so
that it infornms some of the questions that you and
ot her council menbers that sit here can ask.

Because now if it was two parents, two students,
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two advocates who’ ve been doing this for a |ong
time and they sharing their stories |ike now you
can bring up DOE and NYPD and everybody el se and
say what about this. And put themon the spot to
really after, answer these questions. And | think
it’s not just education it cross, it’'s cross the
board. They need to hear these stories because then
they can hide away and shy away from addressi ng
them but we know that you’re the advocates and
you' re advocates and you' re going to ask them and
press them on those questions. But inagine how..it
is for themto have to sit here and listen to young
peopl e, parents, advocates who are doing this day
in and day out call themon their stuff that they
have not been doing. And so | sat here and heard
them state all the things they were doing and I
just heard a bunch of people here and a panel of
amazi ng young peopl e share the things they’ re not
doi ng. And those are the things they never hear or
have to atone for or listen to | think

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Awesone. Yes. And
you' re a parent too. Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Yeah. | just want

to add that ny son’s been to several schools. And
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according to the chancellor’s regs every
principal’s responsible for having an annual schoo
safety neeting. | have never been invited to such a
neeting. And | ask you as parents of children if
you have children in public schools when was the

| ast time your principal invited you to an annual
town hall school safety neeting where the bureau of
safety...

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Yeah the bureau of
safety of ...[cross-tal k]

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: ..is supposed to
present. The traffic individual is supposed to be
present. The | ockdown procedures and protocols are
supposed to be clearly stated to the parents and
parents have no idea what’s going on because
they’ re never, not all of themare on the Conmittee
of Safety that’s in the school.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: So...1, | think
that making sure that that five year chancellor’s
reg that was created five years ago is actually
bei ng done at each school is you know sonet hi ng
that they failed to make sure the central office

fails to nmake sure that each principal is having
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this annual school safety neeting. They are not
havi ng t hem

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Ri ght. Ckay. Thank
you. | appreciate it. A wealth of know edge and
experience fromall of you. And certainly as a
council we are trying to be a little bit nore
creative in how we hold hearings. The, you know t he
alternate of the panels, sone of us are taking our
hearings out into the city outside of city hall. So
again | nmean a lot of that is in conversation in
terms of how we reach every New Yorker whether it’s
t hrough public hearings, our website, and sone of
the other things that we just |aunch with counci
2.0. So | appreciate it and I, | really thank you.
| do think that we are going in the right direction
and that’s why we’'re asking for nore of this data
and reporting because we know what the nunbers are.
Il will say that in Intro 730 there is a conponent
that will focus on the process by which a student
can file a conplaint against an SSA because right
now we really don’t know what the process is and
many students wouldn’t file a conplaint against an
SSA that they have to see every day when they go to

school. So you know a lot of it we're, we're just
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trying to talk and, and | ook at how we can get nore
of the data. But it has been rai sed before.
Students have cone to us and it’s sonmething that we
are taking very seriously. So | appreciate the work
you guys do and | thank you very nuch for being
here this evening. Thank you again. Yes. And | also
just want for the record to state that we have
testinony froma nenber of Make the Road New York
Di anna Zurimnna [sp?] who was not here but we do
have her testinony. And as this hearing on the
Committee of Public Safety, Education, and the
Subconmi ttee on Non-Public Schools cones to an end
today’s hearing on exploring school climte and

di sci pline codes...a very extensive conversation
around school discipline, around reformng our
restorative practices and our public schools. W

al so | ooked at three pieces of legislation; Intro
65, 719, and 730. And | appreciate everyone’'s
presence here. | want to thank ny co-chairs; Co-
Chair Danny Dromm and Co- Chair Chai m Deutsch who' s
still here wwth us and thank all of the prine
sponsors of the legislation who are al so here an
all of ny colleagues. And as | close | just always

want to recognize the incredible staff. W are a
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part of a teamand if not for their work the |ong
hours that we put in to really nake these hearings
happen we woul d not be here. So | want to first
recogni ze all the sergeants at arns who have been
here. Thank you so nmuch. As Chair of Public Safety
you know that they are extremely inportant to ny
heari ngs each and every nonth but also all the
staff starting with Asia Shanburg, Deepak Enbeckar
[ phonetic], Beth Gollub, Laurie Wn, Rob Collantra,
Ryan Crow, Ellen Aang, Regi na Pereda-Ryan, Faisa
Al'i, Pascal Brenard, Theodore Mwore, and in ny

of fice Dana Wax. | want to thank everyone for this
wonder ful hearing and we | ook forward to worKking
wi th each and every one of you. And | want to
thank, yes I want to thank Jan Atwell as well.
Thank you. Yes and Joan. Thank you so nuch Joan as
you | eave. Thank you Joan. W |ove you. W

appreci ate you. And again this hearing is

of ficially adjourned.

[ gavel ]
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