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My name is Stanley Mark. I am the Senior Staff Attorney at 

the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund 

(AALDEF), a national organization that protects and promotes the 

civil rights of Asian Americans by combing litigation, advocacy, 

community education, and organizing. AALDEF works with Asian 

American communities across the country to secure human rights 

for all.  AALDEF supports the reauthorization of The James L. 

Zadroga 9/11 Health & Compensation Act of 2010 and urges the 

New York City Council to pass a resolution to support 

Congressional reauthorization of this Act. 

 

I am here today for my clients who live and work in lower 

Manhattan including Chinatown and the Lower East Side. In the 

wake of the 9/11 WTC attack, thousands of survivors had relied on 

the statements of the Environmental Protection Agency asserting 

the air was safe when it was not. As a result, many survivors 

returned too soon to their homes and resumed working in Lower 

Manhattan. At that time, there was no federally funded 9/11 

survivor-health program treating residents of Lower Manhattan. A 

movement lead by the Beyond Ground Zero Network, a coalition 

of workers centers, legal service organizations, health care 

advocates, and grass roots organizations initiated a small pilot 9/11 

treatment program set up by doctors at Bellevue Hospital, now 

considered a 9/11 Center of Excellence under the landmark 

legislation known as The James L. Zadorga 9/11 Health & 

Compensation Act of 2010.  However, the federal funding runs out 

at the end of 2015. Unless this landmark legislation is reauthorized, 

8,276 patients currently enrolled in the Health & Hospital 

Corporation World Trade Center Environmental Health Center 

Programs at Bellevue, Elmhurst, and Gouverneur hospitals would 

risk the loss of specialized treatment for 9/11 illnesses including 

certain cancers.  

 

It should be noted that in zip code 10002 covering the eastern 

part of Chinatown and the Lower Eastside, more than 600 residents 



have been treated since 2011 when this legislation went into effect. 

Congressional failure to reauthorize this Act would have a 

disparate impact on Asian Americans. According to the 2010 

census, zip code 10002 has a total population of 81,410. Asian 

Americans comprise 47.8% of the neighborhoods in zip code 

10002 while other persons of color comprise 18.5% and whites 

33.7%.  Without Congressional reauthorization of this legislation, 

not only would continued specialized medical treatment for these 

survivors be put in jeopardy, but also sufficient funding to evaluate 

clinical data for crucial research that follows these survivors and 

their treatment outcomes. Funding for this clinical research and 

other grant sources are particularly needy here since these 

survivors were ineligible to participate in the World Trade Center 

Health Registry (the data mother lode for research) due to the 

arbitrary street boundaries excluding most of Chinatown and the 

Lower East Side. These boundaries were initially set by 9/11 relief 

programs driven by national security policies after the 9/11 attack 

on the World Trade Center and continue to have a profound affect 

on these survivors whose data resulting from their specialized 

treatment are not included in many research studies that rely on the 

WTC Health Registry. For these reason, I urge the City Council to 

pass a resolution to support Congressional reauthorization of the 

James L. Zadroga 9/11 Health & Compensation Act of 2010. 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 










