CURRENT INTRODUCTION NUMBER:
Int. No. 569

INITIAL SPONSORS:
Council Member Williams

TITLE:
A Local Law in relation to the creation of a taskforce to study improving safety in the city’s
homeless shelters.

BILL SUMMARY:

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute
for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is
available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

Recently, there have been a number of violent incidents in homeless shelters in the city of New
York. For example, police have responded to over 1,800 calls for help from the Tillary Street
Women’s Shelter in Brooklyn since the shelter opened in 2003. The reasons for these calls
included reports of fighting, robberies, and medical emergencies.

This bill would create a task force to study possible measures that can be taken to improve the
safety in homeless shelters throughout the city of New York. The task force would include the
Commissioner of the Department of Homeless Services, who would serve as the chairperson,
and appointees of the Mayor and the Speaker with background in homeless services and law
enforcement, and one appointed member would be a shelter resident. Within one year of the
formation of the task force, the task force will issue a report of its findings to the Mayor and the
Speaker of the City Council.

CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED:
The bill would be unconsolidated and not affect any section of the Administrative Code or
Charter.

EFFECTIVE DATE:
Immediately upon its enactment.

NOTE: When reading the full text of the bill online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language that is
enclosed by [brackets] is proposed to be removed, and language that is underlined is proposed to
be added.
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