CURRENT INTRODUCTION NUMBER:
Int. No. 361-A

INITIAL SPONSORS:
Council Members Johnson and Levin

TITLE:

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of
homeless services to grant a presumption of eligibility for applicants to the shelter system who are
exiting human resources administration domestic violence shelters.

BILL SUMMARY:

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for
legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is
available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

The Human Resources Administration (HRA) operates the system of shelter for victims of domestic
violence. Pursuant to New York State law, the maximum stay at these shelters is 180 days. Domestic
violence survivors who still require temporary shelter after 180 days must enter the Department of
Homeless Services (DHS) shelter system. Currently, these families must go to DHS’ intake facility
for an eligibility assessment prior to being admitted to a DHS shelter.

This bill would require DHS to automatically deem domestic violence survivors eligible for shelter if
applicants are no longer eligible for HRA domestic violence shelter because they have reached the
maximum length of stay, HRA has provided DHS notice of the upcoming exit, which the bill would
require HRA to provide, and applicants report to DHS on the day they exit the HRA shelter.

CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED:
Adds Administrative Code § 21-316

EFFECTIVE DATE:
Immediately upon its enactment.

NOTE: When reading the full text of the bill online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language that is
enclosed by [brackets] is proposed to be removed, and language that is underlined is proposed to be
added.
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