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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring signs regarding penalties for assaulting taxi and livery drivers.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-540.
INTRODUCTION

On September 3, 2014, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member 

Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 82, which would require that all TLC licensed taxis post a sign warning passengers about potential consequences for assaulting a taxi driver. Presumably such signs would improve taxi driver safety by deterring assaults. This is the first hearing on this legislation. The committee expects to hear testimony from the Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”), and representatives from the taxi and for-hire vehicle industry.  
BACKGROUND

According to a United States Department of Labor study, taxi drivers are 20 times more likely than other workers to be murdered on the job.
 In 2010, the State Legislature adopted the Taxi Driver Protection Act (“TDPA”).
 The TDPA was designed to reduce assaults on taxi drivers by requiring that all yellow and for-hire taxi place a warning about potential criminal consequences for assaulting a taxi driver.

Although the TDPA received overwhelming support in the State Legislature, it was vetoed by Governor David Paterson.
 Like the State bill, the proposed legislation is modeled on a similar warning that is posted in buses and subways operated by the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (“MTA”). The MTA warning states that assaulting a bus or subway employee is a “felony punishable by up to 7 years in prison.”
  It should be noted that there is no additional penalty for assaulting a taxi or for-hire vehicle industry as compared to any other members of the public whose profession is not specifically mentioned in section 120.05 of the New York State Penal Law.

According to taxi worker advocates, between 2013 and 2014, seven serious assaults against taxi drivers were reported. In June 2014, a yellow taxi driver was assaulted by a passenger with a skateboard. It was reported that the driver suffered “fractured nose, facial cuts, and swelling so severe that he can’t open his left.
” In 2013, a taxi driver was assaulted with a box cutter and punched by an angry passenger.
 In August 2014, two for-hire vehicle drivers were killed in the Bronx in separate incidences, increasing fears of violence among many of the City’s livery drivers.


The proposed legislation would require that a sign beplaced in a visible location inside taxis and for-hire vehicles stating the following:

"ATTENTION: Assaulting A Taxi or Livery Driver Is Punishable By Up to Twenty-Five Years in Prison"

ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 82 states that the local law would be known as the "Taxi and Livery Driver Protection Act." Section two would amend chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 19-540. New section 19-540 would require that every taxi and for-hire taxi owner place a sign in the rear passenger compartment. Such sign would state the following: "ATTENTION: Assaulting A Taxi or Livery Driver Is Punishable By Up to Twenty-Five Years in Prison." The new section 19-540 would also require the Taxi and Limousine Commission to promulgate rules regarding the number of signs per vehicle, the size and font used in such signs, the specific location of such sign within the rear passenger compartment of the vehicle, and any penalties for failure to comply. 

Section three of Int. No. 82 states that the local law would take effect one hundred twenty days after it is enacted into law, and that the Taxi and Limousine Commission is required to promulgate relevant rules prior to the effective date. 
Int. No. 82

 

By Council Members Lancman, Koo, Levine, Rose, Vacca, Rosenthal, Dromm and Richards

 

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring signs regarding penalties for assaulting taxi and livery drivers.

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
      Section 1.  This local law shall be referred to as the "Taxi and Livery Driver Protection Act."

      §2. Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-540 to read as follows:

      §19-540. Requirement to have signs in taxicabs and for-hire vehicles regarding penalties for assaulting drivers.  Every owner of a taxicab and for-hire vehicle shall post in at least one conspicuous place in the rear passenger compartment of such vehicle a sign stating the following: "ATTENTION: Assaulting A Taxi or Livery Driver Is Punishable By Up to Twenty-Five Years in Prison", and shall ensure that such sign remains displayed in such vehicle.  The commission shall promulgate rules, consistent with this section, regarding the number of signs per vehicle, the size and font used in such signs, the specific location within the vehicle of such signs, and the penalty for failing to post such signs.
      §3. This local law shall take effect one hundred twenty days after its enactment into law, except that the Taxi and Limousine Commission shall take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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� U.S. Department of Labor, OSHA Fact Sheet: Preventing Violence Against Taxi and For-Hire Drivers (2010) , available at � HYPERLINK "https://www.osha.gov/Publications/taxi-driver-violence-factsheet.pdf%208" �https://www.osha.gov/Publications/taxi-driver-violence-factsheet.pdf �. 


� See A.10058-B, 2009-2010 Regular Sess. (N.Y. 2010) and S.07022-B, 2009-2010 Regular Sess. (N.Y. 2010). 


� Kathleen Horan, Taxi Driver Protection Act Vetoed, WNYC News, Sept. 20, 2010, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wnyc.org/story/95406-taxi-driver-protection-act-vetoed%20on%20August%2028" �http://www.wnyc.org/story/95406-taxi-driver-protection-act-vetoed  �.


� See N.Y. Penal § 120.05 (Consol. 2014). Assault of a transit worker is defined as a Class D felony. 


� Pete Donohue, Hate-filled taxi passenger smacks driver in the fact with skateboard after asking his nationality, N.Y. Daily News, June 4, 2014, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/taxi-driver-smacked-face-skateboard-hate-filled-passenger-article-1.1816207" �http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/taxi-driver-smacked-face-skateboard-hate-filled-passenger-article-1.1816207�. 


� Thomas Tracy, Man attacks, slashes cab driver after trip from Bowery to the Bronx, N.Y. Daily News, Oct. 23, 2013, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/cab-driver-attacked-trip-bowery-bronx-article-1.1493763" �http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/cab-driver-attacked-trip-bowery-bronx-article-1.1493763�. 


� Winnie Hu and Nate Schweber, Livery Drivers are on Edge after two killings this month in the Bronx, N.Y. Times, Aug. 18, 2014, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/19/nyregion/livery-drivers-are-on-edge-after-two-killings-this-month-in-the-bronx.html?_r=0" �http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/19/nyregion/livery-drivers-are-on-edge-after-two-killings-this-month-in-the-bronx.html?_r=0�.
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