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STATED MEETI NG 4

[ sound check]

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERITO. So we're going to
get started on that. |It's a great one. | want to
t hank Danny Dronm for hosting this today. Danny
Dromm has a Procl amation for the Seven Summts Wnen
Team and they're all comng up now. These are seven
worren for Nepal who clinbed Mount Everest, and then
stuck together and decided to clinb the hi ghest peaks
in each of the seven continents. So far, they have
clinbed six. [ appl ause] There's one m ssing, and
we want to know which one it is. But great. [I'll
pass it over. Wlcone and it's great to have you
hear, and I'll past it on to Council Menber Dronm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWMWM  Wel |, thank you,
Speaker Mark-Viverito. This is a special day because
Saturday is Wonen's Equality Day. And | have to tell
you | was invited by sonme nmenbers of nmy community to
go to one of my favorite Nepali Restaurants,
H mal ayan Yak, and to neet with these Seven
Summiteers. | just could not believe their story
when | heard their story. But to have wonen
summ teers who clinbed six of the seven tall est
nmount ai ns, an acconplishnment that nost nen | don't

t hi nk have ever done or tried to acconplish
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STATED MEETI NG 5
[ applause] is truly fascinating and deserving of
honor. And that's why | wanted to bring them down
here today. And so their nanmes are Maya Gurung,
Puj an Archarya, Pema Di ki Sherpa, N ndona Sherpa,
Chunu Shrestha, Asha Kumari Singh, and Shail ee
Basnet. And they are the Seven Summt Wnen Team
and I want to thank them for inspiring people around
the world to reach new hei ghts. And with that
[appl ause] | want to ask our Clerk to read the
Procl amat i on.

CLERK: Council City of New York
Procl amati on.

Whereas, in celebration of Wnen's
Equal ity Day, the Council of the City of New York is
proud to honor Maya Gurung, Pujan Archarya, Pema Di ki
Sherpa, N ndoma Sherpa, Chunu Shrestha, Asha Kunari
Si ngh, and Shail ee Basnet, known collectively as the
Seven Sunmits Wonen Team for inspiring people around
the world to reach new hei ghts; and

Whereas, in 2007, these seven courageous
Nepal i wonmen came together to conquer the world's
hi ghest ceiling, Munt Everest. O the nearly 4,000
clinmbers who have scal ed Mount Everest, nore than

hal f have been from Nepal, and only 21 of those
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STATED MEETI NG 6
| ocal s have been wonen. These seven pi oneers becane
the nobst success wonen's expedition on the nount
ever. Their success made history defied incredible
odds, and countless cynics, and shattered their
country's all-male i mage of nountai neering.
Followi ng their death defying feat they chose to
stick together. They realized then the sane nessage
they continue to proclaimto the world today:
Toget her W Reach Hi gher; and

Wher eas, having clinbed Munt Everest an
even bigger dreamwas born to clinb the tallest peak
in each continent. Fewer that 350 people in the
wor |l d have clinbed the seven summts including only
51 wonen with none from Nepal. Today, the Seven
Summ ts Wonen Team has clinbed the hi ghest nountains
in six of the world's seven continents; and

\Wer eas, although the nountains may vary,
the m ssion of the Seven Sunmts-- Seven-- Excuse ne.
Seven Sunmits Wonen Team remains the sanme, to
encour age wonen i n educati on enpowernent and
environment. After each clinb the wonen visited
school s of every kind as well|l as orphanages and
children's organi zations. To date, they have net

nore than 20,000 students to share their own journeys
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STATED MEETI NG 7
of struggle, success, and bigger dreans. This
conponent of their mssion is so close to their
hearts that they have commtted to doing this for the
rest of their lives; and

Wereas, the Seven Sunmits Wnen Team
hope to conpil e the know edge they gained in al
seven continents in educational material that will be
di stributed to young students worl dw de. Their dream
is to wave the Nepali flag around the globe to
encourage youth and wonen everywhere to live their
dreans not only through words, but by real action and
positive inpact; and

Whereas, for centuries wonen have
struggled to erase persistent inequalities to achieve
equal footing with nen. But as the Seven Summ ts
Wnen Team have proven with their brave trail bl azing
triunphs, it is up to each of us to ensure that
future generations face no barriers to equality, no
limts to their dreans, and no nore ceiling to
shatter.

Now, therefore, be it known that the
Council of the Gty of New York is very proud to
honor the courageous nenbers of the Seven Summits

Wnen Team for their extraordi nary achi evenents and
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STATED MEETI NG 8
their inspiring message to wonen and nen around the
world. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker for the Entire
Council; Daniel Dromm Council Menber 25th District
Queens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWMWM  Wel |, thank you,
M. Cerk. [applause] And to Shailee, and I want to
gi ve her an opportunity also to say a few words.

SHAI LEE BASNET: Thank you very nuch
This is a great honor for our team and we are truly,
truly inspired. It was a big pat on our backs saying
what we do is good. Thank you very nmuch. Wen we
started definitely we faced a | ot of questions,
criticisns, apprehensions. It was not conmon for
wormen in Nepal to clinb Everest even though we are
home to the biggest nmountain in the world. But this
state of mind tells us it was no cool for wonen to
vote not even a hundred years ago. Still, there are
parts of the world where it is not expected for wonen
to go to schools or not even to go to hospitals when
they are not feeling well. Walk hours just to fetch
water. It's not cool for women to do so many things
in so mny different parts of the world even today.
But instead of maybe conplaining and say there is a

probl em and nobody does anything about it, | think it
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STATED MEETI NG 9
IS up to people living on the planet today to do
sonmet hing about it. |It's the 21st Century and the
Seven Sunmits Wnen Teamis our way of doing
something about it. It's our way just to clinb the
nount ai ns because we want to. It's our way of saying
to everyone, telling everyone, every young person on
this planet that it's okay, that we can dream
That's what we are all about. Thank you. This is
very, very inspiring. [ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  And Suma Lara
Subash [sp?] he is the Nepali person who brought this
to ny attention

SUVA LARA SUBASH:. Your Honorabl e
Speaker, Council Menbers, distinguished guests and
our friends fromthe Nepali comunity. Today, we are
very honored to be here, and it is ny privilege to be
here in front of a great Seven Sunmts Wnen Team
from Nepal, and | would to special-- | would like to
gi ve a special thanks to our Council Menber fromthe
25th District of Queens, M. Danny Dromm who has
brought us in this Gty Hall. [ appl ause] So we are
very nmuch honored to be here. Thank you very nuch

agai n, Danny Dronm
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STATED MEETI NG 10

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Agat ham Baj al
[sp?] who is the President of the Nepal Anerican
Jour nal i sm Associ ati on, who al so brought this effort
to nmy attention.

AGATHAM BAJAL: Thank you respected
Counci | Speaker, Council nen, and our Council man here.
It is our great pleasure and privilege to be here,
and we are here together some of our community
| eaders. And on behalf of themand nyself | would
like to give you a special thanks to council men and
all the councilnmen here in the great Gty of New
York. New York is one of Nepali ties for our hub. |
woul d like to introduce sone of the Nepali comunity
| eaders together with these great ladies. | have a
witten speech, but | think it would be too Iong.
Yeah. So we are proud that the Nepali l|adies all the
way canme fromthe tallest nmountain in the world,
Mount Everest and at holy birth place our Buddha.

And we all are here to celebrate with
you. And | would like to introduce sonme of ny
community | eaders here. Professor M. Tara Mol a
[sp?] He is a fornmer officer of the Col unbia
University, and he is a very recognized comunity

| eader around the United States. And | don't whether
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STATED MEETI NG 11
he is here. [SIC] He is the Deputy Regi onal
Coordinator of all around the world non-residentia
Nepal ese organi zers and NR and |1 CC M. Sonom LI ama
[sp?]. Another |eader, community |eader, M. Allen
W Star [sp?] he's been here since the past 15 years
in New York City, and he's the | eader of the Nepal
Denocratic Party. And another hero is here that |
would like to introduce. | feel proud to introduce
him M. Anthony Sherpa. He is the first Nepal
journalist who clinbed the tallest in the A d Munt
Everest in 2003 [applause], and he is the i mediate
past president of this organization as well. So,
Shubash Ll ama [sp?] you know himwell, and council nmen
al ready introduced. And | have a board nenber as
well with a Nepali hat, M. WIson Raber [sp?]. He
is the |l eader of this comunity. This is a great
privilege and great honor to us, all Nepali conmunity
here. And we especially thank you, Speaker,
Councilmen and Gty governnent. Thank you very nuch
for supporting our community. [sic] Thank you.
[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM  And t he Speaker
asked ne, Wat continent did they not conquer yet?

It's Antarctica, but they're going. They're raising
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STATED MEETI NG 12
funds and they're going to clinb to the tall est
nmountain. Wat nountain is that?

SHAI LEE BASNET: Mbount Vi nson Massif.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROVWM  Mount Vi nson
Massif. And happy Wnen's Equality everybody Day on
Saturday. Wnen can do anything. Thank you.

[ pause]

[ background noi se]

SERGEANT- AT- ARM  Ladi es and gentl enen- -
Ladi es and gentlenmen, can | have your attention,
pl ease? Can | please have your attention? Quiet on
the floor, please. Qiet on the floor. Quiet on the
floor. At this time, can you please place all cel
phones and el ectronic devices to vibrate. WII all
non- Counci | enpl oyees, all non-Council enployees
pl ease | eave the main floor of the Chambers, and can
| have staff please clear the exits. Please do not
stand in front of the exits along the side railing
there as per the Fire Marshall. Thank you. Al
rise.

CLERK: All rise.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: All rise for the
Pl edge of All egi ance.

[ Pl edge of All egi ance]
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STATED MEETI NG 13

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Roll call.

CLERK: Arroyo.

[ background noi se]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: May we have qui et
in the Chanbers? Quiet in the Chanbers. Everyone
pl ease take their seats.

[ backgr ound noi se]

CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Here.

CLERK:  Thank you

[ background noi se]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease take your
seat, including those in the bal cony. Everyone,
pl ease take your seat including nenbers. Quiet in
the Chanbers. Continue with roll call.

CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Present.

CLERK:  Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Here.

CLERK:  Chi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Here.

CLERK:  Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Here.

CLERK: Constanti ni des.
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COUNCI L
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CLERK:
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CLERK:
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CLERK:
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CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

Her e.

CLERK:

COUNCI L

14
MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Here.
Cor negy.
MEMBER CORNEGY: [off nic]
Crow ey.
MEMBER CROWALEY: Here.
Cunbo.
MEMBER CUMBO. Present.
Deut sch.
MEMBER DEUTSCH: [off mc] Here.
Di ckens.
MEMBER DI CKENS: Here.
Dr onm
MEMBER DROVWM  Here.
Espi nal .
MEMBER ESPI NAL: [off mc] Here.
Eugene.
MEMBER EUCGENE: [off mc] Here.
Ferreras.
MEMBER FERRERAS:. Here.
Gar odni ck.

MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  [of f m c]

Gentil e.

MEMBER GENTI LE: Here.
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CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

Her e.

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

G bson.
VMEMBER 3 BSON: Her e.
G eenfi el d.

MEMBER CREENFI ELD: [ of f

Johnson.

VEMBER JOHNSON: Present.

Kal | os.

MEMBER KALLOS: Here.
Ki ng.

MEMBER KI NG  Present.

Koo.

MEMBER KOO. Present.

Kosl owi t z.

MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Here.

Lancman.

MEMBER LANCVAN:  Here.

Lander.

MEMBER LANDER: Here.

Eugene.

MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

Levi n.

MEMBER LEVI N.  Here.

Levi ne.

15

m c]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:
SERGEANT- AT- ARM
Keep it down.
CLERK:  Mnui sel .
COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:
CLERK:  Deut sch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:

16

Her e.

Keep it down, please.

[off mc] Here.

[off mic] Here.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Quiet in the
Chanbers, please.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Keep it down.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Please quiet in
t he Chanbers.

CLERK:  Espi nal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Here.

CLERK: Matt eo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ [off m c]

CLERK:  Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Here.

CLERK: Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Presente.

CLERK:  Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

CLERK: Ml ler.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Here.
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CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

Pal ma

MEMBER PALMA:  [of f nic]
Reynoso.

MEMBER REYNOCSO  Here.

Ri chards.

VEMBER RI CHARDS: Pr esent.

Rodri guez.

MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Here.
Rose.

MEMBER ROSE: [off m c]
Rosent hal

MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Here.
TORRES.

MEMBER TORRES. Here.
Treyger.

MEMBER TREYGER: Here.
Gar odni ck

MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Here.
Urich.

MEMBER ULRI CH: [off mic]
Vacca.

MEMBER VACCA: Here.
Val | one.

VMEMBER VAI LONE: Present.

17

Her e.
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STATED MEETI NG 18
CLERK:  Weépri n.
COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRIN:  [of f mc]
CLERK: W Iiams.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Present.
CLERK: Matt eo.
COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  Here.
CLERK: Wi I s.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Present.
CLERK: 1 gni zi o.
COUNCI L MEMBER | GNI ZO  Here.
CLERK: Van Braner.
COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Present.
CLERK:  Speaker Mark-Viverito.
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Here.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Pl ease rise for the Invocation delivered by Reverend
Dr. Johnson Rethi nasany, Evangelical Emmuanuel
Lut heran Church | ocated at 149-40th Avenue,
Whi t est one, New YorKk.
REVEREND RETHI NASAMY: Good afternoon.
We make our beginning in the nanme of the Father, Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Listen to ny prayer, oh,
God. Do not ignore ny plea. Hear nme and answer ne.

Reading fromthe scripture. First of all, then |
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STATED MEETI NG 19
urge that supplication, prayers, intercessions, and

t hanksgi vi ngs be nade for everyone, for kings,

| eaders, and all who are in high positions. So that
we may | ead a quiet and peaceable life in al
godliness and dignity. This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God, our savior, who
desires everyone to be saved to know the know edge of
the truth. | Tinothy Chapter 2, verses 1 through 3.

Romans 30: Let every person be subject
to the governing authorities for there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have
been instituted by God, his approval for he is God's
servant for your good.

Let us pray. Al mghty God, thank you for
bl essing us with an opportunity to Iive and serve in
the Gty of New York. Continue to grant and rem nd
us that we are people fromdifferent cultures, speak
di fferent | anguages, eat different kinds of food, but
we are one united people. Support us in defending
our freedomand |iberties. W pray for our elected
| eaders, civic authorities and our civil servants.
We are holding themrespectfully in the presence of
God. W hold themin the grace of God so that GCod,

t he divine good, the way of | ove may have H's way in
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STATED MEETI NG 20
wat chi ng over us. W |eave these public servants
bef ore you, oh, God, wth thanksgiving.

We intercede and |ift up prayers for our
Honor abl e Mayor Bill de Bl asio, our Honorable
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito, and our Public
Advocate Letitia Janes, and all that are New York
Cty Council Menbers. My CGod enbrace themwth
light and | ove, wi sdom and courage. W pray for the
fam lies of our civic |leaders. May their famlies
enjoy tinmes of rest, renewal, and nutual
encouragenent. We pray for every single servant, for
those who hold office, and for those who are their
community liaisons, the duties of adm nistrative
assistants. W pray for heal thcare workers,
| awmakers, | aw enforcenent officers, fire personnel
and nmerchants of services, teachers and janitors,
busi ness adm ni strators, entrepreneurs that they know
and remenber and defend the conmon good.

When tinmes are prosperous may our hearts
be al ways thankful, and in troubled tinmes do not |et
our trust in you fail. Help us to hold our |eaders
and servants before God with respect, with gratitude
and with love. W ask this prayer through Jesus

Christ the Son of God, who |lives and breathes with
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STATED MEETI NG 21
you on the Holy Spirit one God now and forever.

Amren. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto.

May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and
give you his peace. I'mgoing to say it in nmy own

| anguage. [Sings song in foreign | anguage. ]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Mbtion to spread
the I nvocation in full upon the record? Counci
Menber Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Mbtion to spread
the Invocation in full upon the record.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you, and
that was said by?

CATENA VALLONE: Catena.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you,

Cat ena.

CATENA VALLONE: Reverend Dr. John
Ret hi nasany is the Senior Pastor of Enmanuel Lutheran
Church in Witestone, New York. This parishis a
growi ng nosaic mnistry with Bible study and a
m ssi on house, which services in five | anguages.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Excuse ne,

Catena. May we have quiet in please, Chanbers? My
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STATED MEETI NG 22
we have quiet in the Chanbers so we can hear from
Catena Val l one. Cood.

CATENA VALLONE: This parish is a grow ng
nosaic mnistry with Bible study and a m ssion house
with services in five | anguages. Thank your,
Reverend for spreading your blessing upon us al
t oday.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. And Cat ena,
you're joined by your sister and your sister's nane?

CATENA VALLONE: Lea.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Lea. Wl cone.
Adoption of mnutes. Council Menber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Madam Public
Advocate, | nmake a notion that the Mnutes of the
Stated Meeting of June 11th and June 26th of 2014 be
adopted as printed.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Messages and Papers fromthe Mayor?

CLERK:  None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Communi cation
fromCty, County and Borough Ofices?

CLERK: M 110 fromthe Manhattan Borough
subm tting Anna Hayes for reappointment to the Cty

Pl anni ng Comm ssi on.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Rul es,
Privil eges, and El ections.

CLERK: Preconsidered M 111: Transfer
Cty funds between agencies for Fiscal Year 2014.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Fi nance.

CLERK: Preconsidered M 112: Transfer
Cty funds between agencies for Fiscal Year 2015.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Fi nance.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Quiet in the
Chanbers, please. Petitions and Communi cati ons.

CLERK:  None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Land Use Call -
Ups.

CLERK: M 113 and M 114.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Coupl ed of call -
up vote and roll call.

CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Aye.

CLERK:  Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Permi ssion on
all itenms, all Ceneral Itens and Resol utions.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES:  Yes.
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in the Chanbers,
Chanber s.

you.

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

24
MEMBER CABRERA: | vote aye.
Chi n.
MEMBER CHI N:  Aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: May we have qui et

pl ease. Please, quiet in the

Pl ease close the door in the back. Thank

Continue with roll call.

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

COUNCI L

CLERK:

Cohen.

MEMBER COHEN:  Aye.

Const anti ni des.

MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Aye.
Cor negy.

MEMBER CORNEGY: [off m c]
Crow ey.

MEMBER CROALEY: Aye.
Cunbo.

MEMBER CUMBO.  Aye.

Deut sch.

MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Yes.

Di ckens.

MEMBER DI CKENS:  Yes.

Dr onm

MEMBER DROVWM  Yes.

Espi nal .
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COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Yes.
CLERK:  Eugene.
COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE:  Yes.
CLERK: Ferreras.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:  Yes.
CLERK:  Gar odni ck.
COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye.
CLERK:  Gentile.
COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:  Aye.
CLERK: @G bson.
COUNCI L MEMBER d BSON:  Aye.
CLERK: Geenfield.
COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.
CLERK:  Johnson.
COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye.
CLERK: Kal | os.
COUNCI L MEMBER KALLCS: Aye.
CLERK: Ki ng.
COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG  Aye.
CLERK: Ferreras.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: | ask
perm ssion to vote aye on all General Orders and
Resol utions.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES:  Yes.
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COUNCI L

Madam

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

MEMBER FERRERAS:

Koo.
MEMBER KOO.  Aye.

Kosl owi t z.

MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Aye.

Lancman.

MEMBER LANCMAN:  Aye.
Lander .

MEMBER LANDER  Aye.
Levi n.

MEMBER LEVIN.  Aye.
Levi ne.

MEMBER LEVI NE:  Aye.
Mai sel .

MEMBER MAI SEL:  Aye.

Mat t eo.

MEMBER MATTEQ  [of f nic]
Meal y.

MEMBER MEALY: [off mic]
Mencahca.

MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye.
Mendez.

MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

Thank you,

26
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CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

CLERK

COUNCI L

27
Mller:
MEMBER M LLER:  Aye.
Reynoso.
MEMBER REYNOSO  Aye.
Ri char ds.
MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye.
Rodri guez.
MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: [off m c]
Rose.
MEMBER ROSE: [off m c]
Rosent hal
MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Aye.
Torres.
MEMBER TORRES: Aye.
Treyger.
MEMBER TREYCGER  Yes.
Urich.
MEMBER ULRI CH: [off mc]
Vacca.
MEMBER VACCA: Aye.
Val | one.
MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.
Weprin.

MEMBER VEPRIN: [of f m c]
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CLERK:  WIIlians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Aye.

CLERK: Wi I s.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: 1'd Ilike
perm ssion to vote on all Land Use Itens and the
General Order Cal endar Call - Ups.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: Aye on all

CLERK: U rich

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Aye.

CLERK: 1 gni zi o.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNI ZI O [of f mic]

CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Aye on all

CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO  Aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Today's Land Use
Call -Ups were adopted by a vote of 46 in the
affirmati ve and zero in the negative. Conmunication
fromthe Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. Before we start on it, we have a
|l ot of voting to do today. We're very excited about

the legislation. | just wanted to take a nonment to
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personal |y express ny thank you to all ny coll eagues,
all the staff, and others who have been expressing a
| ot of support for me during these days. It really
neans the world to me, and | truly, truly appreciate
it, and wanted to nake sure it did not go unsaid. So
thank you all very much for that. [ appl ause]

I had no idea when | decided to make that
public statenment, | knew that | wanted to use this
platformin order to nmake certain awareness. |
really had no idea the level of attraction and
di scussion that it would ensure. It really was
beyond ny initial understanding. But |I'mreally
heartened to hear the | evel of public debate on an
I ssue that | knowis very sensitive. And | amgl ad
that | am encouragi ng wonen to really ook at their
personal health in a nore serious way. So it is
definitely well worth taking that risk. So thank you
all.

So, | hope everyone has been enjoying
their sutmmer. W have a very packed day today with
lots of legislation that is being voted on. Today,
we're voting on |egislation sponsored by Counci
Menber Kallos Reformng the City's Requirenment to

Print Voter CGuides for Ballot Initiatives.
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Currently, the Gty is required to spend mllions of
dollars printing voter guides for initiatives that
have al ready been struck fromthe ballot by the
courts. This |aw woul d amend he requirenents so that
only initiatives, which will actually be on the final
bal |l ot are subject to voter guide requirenents. |
definitely want to thank David Seitzer, Rache
Cordero, and Rod Cal andra, for their work on this
bill. And Council Menber Kallos who sponsored if you
could say a few words.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGOS: Thank you Speaker
Mark-Viverito. | also want to thank the Legislative

Di vi si on, Rod Cal andr a- -

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. | can't hear you.
COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: -- and David
Seitzer. Today, we'll be voting on a compn sense

fix that uses technology to save the Cty noney, and
enpower s the Canpai gn Finance Board to carry out its
i nportant work of educating our voters. For a late
submtted referendumthat nmay or may not be on the
ball ot obligating the CFB to print and nmail a voter
gui de can waste the Gty mllions of dollars and
resources. And in this case, it's an estimted $3

mllion. In these rare cases, offering the Voter
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Quide online will allow residents to easily access
i nformati on wi thout wasting necessary noney and ti ne.
This is anot her exanple of government using
technology to create a smarter, better city. It's
fair and conmon sense. The Voter Quide is a
necessary tool, one that engages New Yorkers, and
allows themto make informed choices. W should
enpower the Canpai gn Finance Board to offer their
services efficiently and thoroughly. Thanks to Mayor
de Bl asi o and Speaker Mark-Viverito for their
conti nued conm tnent and | eadership for a smart 21st
Century governnent.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Thank you,
Council Menber. The next bill is Intro Nunber 449
sponsored by Council Menbers Daneek M Il er and
Mat hi eu Eugene at the request of the Mayor, which is
goi ng to address conpensation for school bus drivers.
Since 2011, school bus contracts have not included
enpl oyee protection provisions. The absence of EPPs
from DCE contracts with private bus conpani es has
rai sed concerns that |ess experienced school bus
enpl oyees are being hired, and we're starting to see

this in practice. In addition to ensuring that
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experi enced workers are not displaced, EEPs protect
enpl oyee' s wages, benefits, and seniority.

And | want to thank |Isa Schaunburg [sp?],
Joan Povol ne [sp?] Jan Atwel |, Jafar Jaloff [sp?],
Matt hew Carlin, Lyle Frank [sp?], and Tursa Nassir
[sp?] for their work on this. | would | |like to ask
Council Menbers M|l er and Eugene and then the Chair
of the Education Comm ttee, Council Menber Dromm in
that order to please say a few words. Council Menber
Mller.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Thank you, Madam
Speaker, and thank you for your |eadership on this.
Il will be very brief because there has been a | ot of
di scussion on this topic obviously. M commttee
hel d hearings back in March on this issue. But these
two bills related to the school bus industry today,
as we know are focusing on maintaining the nost
experienced and well trained workforce in the Cty
school bus industry, and pronoting the Enpl oyee
Protection Provision.

For all the reasons that you're going to
hear, and what the Speaker said that this is also a
common sense bill that will correct the injustice

that was done during the |last Administration. And
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there has been sone real discussion around this. But
for us and this Council to do nothing is for us to
conti nue to--

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Excuse ne,

Counci|l Menber. Quiet in the Chanbers, please.
Pl ease quiet. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  For us to do
not hi ng or not support this legislation wll be
continuing to support that injustice that was done to
not just the over 4,500 workers, but nost inportantly
our children who need this piece of |egislation.

This legislation is needed by our children. So, |
woul d ask that we all have a-- First of all, | also
want to thank the menbers of Council Menber Dromm
Chair of Education and the nenbers of the Education
Committee for overwhel m ngly endorsing and supporting
this legislation and Reso. And | would ask that we
continue to do so. So with that I--

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO  Thank you Counci
Menber .

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  -- appeal to the
Counci | Menbers.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Thank you,

Council Menber. | would like to ask the sergeants.
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| know that we have people outside, but there is a
| ot of noise outside, which is reverberating and
comng inside. If we can ask people that are in the-
-- outside in the Rotunda if they just maybe they can
go downst ai rs. It's really distracting. Counci
Menbers Eugene. Council Menber Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Thank you very
much, Madam Speaker and Madam Public Advocat e.
First, I would like to thank Mayor de Blasio for his
support to this very inportant legislation. And I
woul d i ke also to thank Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito for her |eadership and her dedication in
fighting for the hard working people in New York.

My col | eagues arise this afternoon to
call for the passage of Intro 1634 and Reso 1635, a
troubling bill, which when enacted will nake a very
big difference in the lives of school bus drivers,
attendants, nechani cs, and di spatchers throughout the
Cty of New York.

In 1979, the Enpl oyee Protection
Provision or EPP was created for these workers. The
EPP was designed to mai ntain wages, benefits, and
seniority of nearly 8,800 school bus drivers, matrons

and nmechanics. The EPP was al so a good incentive to
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attract and retain experienced and educated drivers
who know very well how to serve the children of the
good City of New York, and especially nore than
50, 000 of them who have physical and nental
disability. EPP has ensured that these children are
protected by eligible and devoted drivers.

Last year, EPP was abolished, and that
has resulted in the Gty losing talented school bus
drivers, who are adept at getting children to schoo
t hrough busy city streets, and who are devoted and
skilled in caring for needs of children. Since these
changes have gone into place, nmany school bus drivers
and matrons have approached ne with stories of
difficulties that they now cannot pay their rent,
their nortgages, and even nmaintain their famlies.

At this time when we are striving to
i nprove the quality of Iife of hard working people in
New York City by increasing the m ni num wage, and
enacting the paid sick |leave, it doesn't nake sense
that we have |l eft our bus drivers, matrons,
mechani cs, and di spatchers and di esel [sic] nechanic.
We cannot shortchange the people who protect our
children, nor can we deprive them of the conpensation

t hey have worked so hard to rightfully attain.
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So, | ask your help in passing Intro 1634
sponsored by Council Menber MIler and nyself, and
the requested by Mayor Bill de Blasio as a neans to
provide relief of those hard working peopl e who have
dedicated their lives to serve the children of the
City of New York and their famlies who show
conpassion, caring, and love. | also urge you to
pass Reso 1635, which calls upon or State gover nnment
to | egislate such gui ded provisions and contract for
our quality and experienced school bus drives. This
wonderful legislation if enacted by the State
governnent will reinstate EPP, and there is also a
commitnment to maintain a city where respect,
fairness, and justice for all working people who
mai ntain our city and nmake our city great. Thank you
very much and thank you for your attention.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you Counci
Menber and Council Menber Dronmm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Thank you very
much, Madam Speaker. |, too, want to join in ny
col | eagues' support for this bill. | want to thank
Counci | Menber Daneek M Iler and Council Menber
Mat hi eu Eugene for all that they did to make this a

reality. |, too, believe that we are today righting
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a wong, sonething that never should have happened in
the first place. And | ama proud supporter of this.
| urge ny coll eagues to support this as well. It nmay
not be the nost perfect piece of |egislation that we
ever want to see in the world, but it is certainly
sonething that is going to address the inmedi ate
needs. And that is because school is opening in two
weeks, and we need to have bus drivers who wll be
prepared to take care of our students and get themto
and from school safely. And | speak as having been a
New York City public school teacher for 25 years to
say how i nportant | know, as has Council Menber | nez
Barron indicated in our hearing prior to this about
the inportance of school bus drivers and matrons.

Finally, let ne say, | was very proud
that in conmmttee this norning, we were able to pass
this piece of legislation by 12 to 1 and a unani nous
approval on the Resolution that acconpanies it. So
t hank you very nuch, and | |ook forward to having
this passed today.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you,
Counci| Menber. Maybe you want to stay standing
since you' re next again. Wo knows. W wll also be

voting on |egislation sponsored by Council Menber
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Drommthat will require the Departnment of Corrections
to report various information about conditions and
treatment of Rikers Island inmates, i ncluding:

The total nunber of inmates housed in
puni tive segregation.

Their age, race and gender and | ength of
st ay.

Whet her they've been injured, attenpted
or commtted suicide while segregated.

Whet her they were sexually or physically
assaul t ed.

Whet her they were subject to use of
force.

Whet her they received certain services,
such as recreation and showers, nedical attention
and phone calls, as well as a nunber of other
I ndi cat ors.

The U.S. Attorney's recent report on
i nmat e abuse at Rikers Island highlights the need for
nore accountability. And this bill hel ps nmake that
possi bl e with hei ghtened transparency. Additionally,
Counci| Menber Dromm has sponsored a resol ution
calling on the New York Cty-- Colleagues, if we

could get sone quiet? Thank you. Additionally,
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Counci| Menber Dromm has sponsored a resol ution
calling on the New York City Departnent of
Corrections to end the practice of placing
individuals returning to city jails into punitive
segregati on. And we will be voting on this today as
wel | .

Qoviously, there is a lot of work to do
inthis area, and I'mglad that we're playing a role
inthat. | want to thank Rob Cal andra, WIIiam
Hungat ch [sp], and Rachel Cordero for their work on
these itenms. And |1'd like to ask Council Menber
Dromm and then Council Menber Crow ey, who chairs
the Fire and Crimnal Justice Committees to say a few
wor ds.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM  Wel |, thank you
very nmuch, Madam Speaker. You weren't joking when
you said | should just stay standing, because to tell
you the truth, | have not have this opportunity
before to be able to pass so nmany pieces of
| egi sl ation. Wien you put this together on top of
the Municipal 1.D."s |I have had, and thanks to you, a
very successful legislative session this year. So |
want to thank you very nuch, Madam Chair. | want to

thank the Chair of the Commttee on Fire and Cri m nal




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 40
Justice Services, Elizabeth Crow ey and Rob Cal andra
of the Adm nistration. And especially, the tireless
advocates for working to advance this very inportant
bill. Jennifer Parrish and Megan Crowe- Rot hstein of
the Urban Justice Center and Sarah Kerr of the Lega
Aid Society, and Five Mialimmak of the Incarcerated
Nat i on Canpai gn, and Joanna M Il er of the New York
Cvil Liberties Union. Both bills that the Counci
will vote on today will help us push New York City to
radically re-think how we deal with individuals
i ncarcerated on Rikers Island and other city jails.

Change begins with dispelling the
dar kness that has shrouded the practice of solitary
confinement known as punitive segregation. Under
Intro 292-A 42 categories of data will be collected
ranging fromthe nature of infractions to nental
heal th i ndicators and details about the provision of
recreation tine, phone calls, and showers. The
collection of these data will, | hope, bolster
efforts to reforma very broken system

The other bill a resolution, calls on the
Departnent of Correction to end the practice of
placing individuals returning to city jails in

punitive segregation to conplete tine owed. The
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Departnment of Corrections has noved to |limt the
practice, but this resolution wll encourage the
Board of Correction and the Departnment of Correction,
which is currently in the process of making rul es
around punitive segregation, to end the use of tine
owed al together. The personal stories we heard, the
conditions at Rikers Island we w tnessed, and

evi dence of m streatnent and torture collected by the
United States Attorney, anong others, has conpelled
us as a Council to act. The fact is all New Yorkers
must deal with the aftermath of brutalizing

i ncarcerated individuals, many of whom have had
serious mental health and substance abuse issues and
are then released to the streets.

Taxpayers foot the bill for the
skyrocketing nunber of personal injury clains
emanati ng from R kers |Island, as Controller Scott
Stringer's recent report has shown. Corrections
of ficers who deserve a safe and professional work
envi ronment as possible nust contend with the
hei ght ened | evel s of violence. And, of course, al
of our communities nust contend wi th nmenbers who
return fromperiods in solitary confinenent with nore

severe problens than when they first entered R kers.
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Any way you viewit, froma public safety, financial
or noral perspective the unfettered use of solitary
confinement nakes no sense. | urge all of ny
coll eagues to join nme in voting for Intro 292-A and
Its acconpanyi ng resolution. Thank you very nuch.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you,
Counci | Menber. Council Menber Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWALEY: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. The bill we are voting on today will bring
an unprecedented | evel of transparency to R kers
I sland. The problens on Ri kers |sland have been
decades in the making, but we now have the right
climate and | eadership to begin serious discussions
about reformand what is the threshold of acceptable
use of force in our city jails. Most recently, the
U S. Departnment of Justice found serious abuses to
the use of punitive segregation to puni sh adol escents
being held on Rikers. Qur Conmmttee will continue to
explore the U S. Attorney's reconmrendations for
reform ng conditions for incarcerated youth. And I
want to thank again Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito,
and Council Menber Dromm for your advocacy,
partnership, and commtnment to reformng our City's

jails. | would like to also thank Counsel for the
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Comm ttee, Robert Calandra for his work on these
bills. Thank you.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Thank you,

Counci |l Menber, and finally we have two pi eces of

| egi sl ation dealing with canmpaign finance disclosure.
The first bill sponsored by Council Menber Garodnick
woul d require canpaign advertisenments to identify

whi ch candi date they were paid for and authorized by.
Simlar to the Federal Regul ation we have all becone
accustoned to, this laww || ensure that regardl ess
of what nessage a candi date chooses to focus on in an
advertisenent, the public will be made aware whose ad
they are view ng and know whi ch canpai gn sponsored
it.

I n anot her piece of |egislation sponsored
by Council Menber Lander, independent expenditures by
non- candi date groups will also require nore thorough
di scl osure about the source of their funding. This
bill would require not only for the name of the group
sponsoring an advertisenent to be disclosed, but also
the owner, chief executive officer, and the top three
donors to the political action commttee.
Additionally, this legislation creates a new public

website nyc. gov/foll owt henoney, which allows nenbers
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of the public are allowed-- are able to easily
access detailed informati on about these groups and
their donors. Getting voters full information is
essential to having open and transparent el ections,
and these refornms will help make that reality.

So | would like to thank David Seitzer,
Rachel Cordero, and Robert Calandra for the work on
both of these bills. And a special thank you to Matt
G raud and Laura Popa for their work on all of
today's itenms. First, if we could hear from Counci
Menber Garodni ck and then from Council Menber Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Thank you very
much, Madam Speaker, and | want to encourage ny
col | eagues to vote both for the bill that | have
authored as well as that of Council Menber Lander.
Both of them were voted out of the Governnent
Qperations Commttee yesterday. And | want to
express ny appreciation to Chair Kallos. W all know
that when you read sonething, to best understand it
you need to consider the source. Knowi ng, who is
speaking is often just as inportant as know ng what
is said. W are one step closer here to requiring
political candidates and i ndependent expenditures to

own up to what they say. |If your nane is on the
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ballot, you're going to need to put your name on your
communi cations. And if you are going to spend
extraordinary suns trying to influence a | ocal race,
you are going to have to own up to your advocacy.
Political comunications should not be a gane of hide
and go seek.

Wth these bills, voters will have better
i nformati on on which they can make their decisions,
and perhaps it will even encourage nore ci Vi
di scourse in our elections at the sane tinme. So
Madam Speaker, thanks to you, Council Menber Lander
and Chair Kallos, and |I encourage all of ny
col |l eagues to vote aye on both of the bills.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Thank you, Madam
Speaker, and | want to say thanks to you and everyone
for wel com ng ny daughter Rosa here today, and
especially to the Public Advocate for sharing the
gavel. The Public Advocate is the favorite el ected
official in the Lander househol d, nyself included.
So, as Council Menber Garodnick indicated a vibrant
denocracy depends on voters being able to receive and
eval uate information about the candi dates who are

runni ng, and knowi ng who is behind it.
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Unfortunately, Citizens United, a
decision | believe was wongly deci ded at the Suprene
Court, but it is the |law of the |and, nade a flood of
cash flow into our elections, nmuch of it hidden
behi nd anonynous soundi ng nanes. And we saw this in
our 2013 elections wth an extensive nunber of
i ndependent expenditures in sonme Council races I.E. s
spent nore than all of the candi dates thensel ves on
mai | and ot her advertisenments comuni cating with
voters.

Many of themw th bl and nanmes that hid
the interest behind them Sone of them nasty,
vicious, and false attack ads. Citizens United
requires that these ads be allowed, but it does no
require that we continue to let themoperate in
secret. W are, in fact, invited to insist on nore
di scl osure. And that's what Intro 148 does. It
addresses this as the Speaker said by requiring the
owner, the CEO, the top three donors to be listed on
mail s-- on canpaign mailers. And there are
conparabl e requirenments for TV ads and for radi o ads,
as well as this inclusion of this URL

nyc. gov/ fol | omt henoney where voters will be able to
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see all of the donors who are behind these
I ndependent expenditure comruni cati ons.

I want to thank Chair Kallos and Counci
Menber Garodnick. A special thanks to David Seitzer
the Counsel of the Gov Ops Commttee. W really had
to draft this legislation carefully, and anend it to
get the balance right between disclosure and First
Amendnent Free Speech requirenments. Matt G raud, Ben
Smith, M chael Freednman Schnapp. The Comon Cause is
anot her one that is here today. The Brennan Center
and Citizen's Union for their support.

| do want to note that the first version
of this bill contained clear |anguage that these ads
that are independent expenditures that were in no way
request ed, coordi nated, reviewed, or approved by
candi dates since this is a big area of concern.
Since we introduced that bill, the State enacted
| egi slation with some clunky | anguage to this effect,
which we are required to defer to since they are the
State and we are the City. | look forward to working
wi th Council Menber Treyger and others to see if they
can get the State to clean up that |anguage and nmake
it alittle clearer and nore precise. Thank you very

nmuch.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you. One
addi tional note before we finish with our
communi cations. The Council's Fill the Food Banks --
Fill the Food Banks Food Drive will begin next week.
W' re encouraging nenbers in all 51 Districts to
conduct a local food drive to help reinforce the
i nventories of the |ocal food pantries.
Additionally, at New York City Hall there will be an
additional food drive to help charity efforts across
the CGty. So we ask everyone including our great
reporters that are based here to contribute. This
year Council enhanced funding for food banks and soup
kitchens by an additional $750,000, but there is
al ways a need for nore help. W do have a hunger
crisis, unfortunately. This initiative will provide
for aid. So | want to thank Council Menber Vacca for
spearheading this effort as well as the Council's
General Welfare Chair Steven Levin. Council Menber
Vacca, could you pl ease say a few words about the
initiative?
COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Yes, thank you
Madam Speaker. Several weeks ago a senior citizen in
ny district was without food, and when | tried to

assist | learned that the food banks in ny conmunity
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all had no food |left. Their shelves were enpty, and
iIf that's a reality in ny district, | thought that
this could be a reality in the Gty of New York. And
I"mlearning nore and nore that because of the need
that we have for food this unfortunately exists

t hroughout our city. | contacted the Speaker and I
nment i oned about doing a cityw de food drive.

In my District on August 26th every year,
we mark the birthday of Mdther Teresa by doing a food
drive like this to fill up the shelves. And with the
Speaker's support |I'm pleased to report that now here
at the Council we are involved. So hopefully, your
offices will be supportive as we mark the 104t h
bi rt hday of Mther Teresa on August 26th. This issue
is an issue that peopl e experience everyday. | know
it's really hard to contenplate and thi nk about, but
we have too nmany peopl e because one person is too
many. But we have many, many people in this city who
go to bed hungry who do not have food, people of al
ages. And perhaps by using the kickoff of August
26th, we can nmake an inpact yearlong in making sure
the food banks which are a last resort for many New
Yorkers, never have to turn people away enpty handed.

Thank you
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you,
Counci|l Menber and finally I want to wi sh a happy
birthday to Council Menber Debbi e Rose.
Unfortunately, Council Menber Rose is not here today.
She unfortunately was injured earlier this weekend.
| know that | speak for the entire Council when we
wi sh-- She's in our thoughts, and we hope she
recovers soon. | know we | ook forward to seeing her
back here at City Hall as soon as possible. So thank
you to all. And that finishes Conmunications from
t he Speaker.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Madam
Speaker, we are joined at the rostrumhere by the
daughter of Council Menber Lander, Rosa Lander. W
have al so been joined, as was earlier acknow edged,
by Catena and Lea and Val |l one, the daughters of
Counci | Menber Vallone. And, of course, in the back
we have a very fine young man, Diego Garcia, the
grandson of Council Menber Arroyo. Welcone all.
Di scussion of General Orders. Seeing none. Report
of Special Committees. Ch, sorry, Mnority Leader
Counci | Menber 1gnizio. M apol ogies.

COUNCIL MEMBER I GNI ZI O Thank you very

much, Madam Public Advocate and | hope everybody is
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havi ng a good sumer. | rise to speak about Intro
449. |1 don't question the intentions of anyone who

is supporting it, but | wanted to rai se sone issues
that | believe are with the bill. First of all,
fundanental |y what we're doing here is taking
t axpayer dollars and giving that noney to a private
conpany in order to pay enpl oyees a hi gher wage
because they nade an irresponsibly |Iow bid. And
actually, we're rewardi ng fol ks who decided to pay
| ess to their enpl oyees.

This program al so sets a terrible
precedent for future contracts in the City. But I
think nost inportantly as forner Assenbl yman the
I ssue that strikes me the nost is that | believe that
this bill violates the State Constitution. Mny
| egal analysts that | pose this to also agree. So
ultimately, we're offering false hope to fol ks that
we are going to be able to help themthis year when
ultimately this bill in ny vieww ||l be voted down
and struck down in the courts. What happens if
Al bany doesn't act this year? This programthen
continues for years to cone.

The reality is | think the solution is

that we offer, and we allow for Al bany to take this
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up, to allowthe Cty, if they so decide, not
mandated, if they so decided on work on EPPs, and
they can do just that. But, | think the precedent
that we're setting here today is not acknow edged by
the Gty as a whole. And I'mtrying to raise that

I ssue here that this is not how the City engages in
contract negotiations, and | think that ultimtely
this bill that has been witten with all good
intentions is ultimtely illegal.

One other point | wanted to raise is that
we're taking $42 mllion fromthe Department of
Education. At the hearing the Departnent of
Education testified that we have the noney. W're
just going to nove it in. Well, it's amazing how we
just find $42 mllion out of the blue. |If anyone of
you had a programyou wanted themto fund, $42
mllion would be like clinbing Mount Everest. But
all of sudden, a nessage of necessity is witten and
this bill is on the floor in five days, and $42
mllion spent, is found for it.

So with that, | encourage ny col |l eagues
to vote not. This is not the way to handle this
issue. | amsure there are other ways that we can

put our heads together and work with our colleagues
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in the state to do so. But | ultimtely believe that
we are offering fal se hope to nenbers of this union
who ultimately will never see this noney because what
is being voted on today will be struck down in the
courts. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Agai n, ny apol ogi zes, Mnority Leader. Any other
menbers on General orders? Seeing none, Report of
Speci al Conmittees?

CLERK:  None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Reports of
Standi ng Committees?

CLERK: Report of the Conmttee on
Educati on, Preconsidered Intro 449, School Bus Driver
Conpensati on

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders with a nessage of necessity.

CLERK: Report of the Conmttee on
Fi nance, Preconsi dered M 111 and Reso 394 and M 112
and Reso 395 Transfer of Cty Funds.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: Preconsi dered Reso 381, West

Shor e Bid.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: Preconsi dered Reso 382,

Organi zat i on Fundi ng.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: Report of the Conmttee on Fire
and Crimnal Justice Services, Intro 292-A Regarding
Puni tive Segregati on.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Anended and
Coupl ed on General Orders.

CLERK: Report of the Conmittee on
CGovernnental Operations, Intro 6 Canpai gn Spending
Di scl osures.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: Intro 148-A, | ndependent
Expendi ture Di scl osures.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO  Anmended and
Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

CLERK: Preconsidered Intro 441, Voter
Qui de Requirenents.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on

CGeneral Orders.
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CLERK: Report of the Conmttee on Land
Use, LU-70 and Reso 396 Tax Exenpti on.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: LU 104 and Reso 391 t hrough LU
106 and Reso 399, Sidewal k Cafes.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: LU 107 and Reso 400, Zoning
Amendnent .

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: Report of the Conmittee on Rules,
Privileges and El ections, M85 and Reso 401,

Approvi ng the appoi ntnment of Margery Perlnutter,
Board of Standards and Appeal s.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: M 86 and Reso 402, Approving the
appoi nt rent of Adi Sham r Baron, Landnmarks
Preservation Conmm ssi on.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on

CGeneral Orders.
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CLERK: M 87 and Reso 403, Approving the
appoi nt rent of John Custafsson, Landnmarks
Preservati on Comm ssi on.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: M 88 and Reso 404, Approving the
appoi nt rent of Jacques Ji ha, Taxi and Linousi ne
Commi ssi on.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: On the CGeneral Order Cal endar
Resol uti on appoi nting various persons Conmm ssi oner of
Deeds.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders and at this time | ask for a roll call
on all itens on the Coupled General Order Cal endar,
pl ease.

CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Perm ssion to be
excused to explain ny vote. Madam Public Advocat e,
per m ssi on?

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES:  Yes.
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COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you. Thank
you. In regards to the bill that we're tal king about
for the bus drivers, | think that we're correcting an
i njustice that had been perpetrated by the previous
adm ni stration, an attenpt to break unions, and an
attenpt to underm ne the whol e concept that we have
of seniority. And providing very experienced bus
drivers and matrons to address the needs of specia
needs chil dren.

So I"'mvoting in favor of that, but I'm
very concerned that the DOE has the ability to
quickly give $42 million to this program and | woul d
ask that we exam ne their books. Cbviously, there is
sonet hing that we don't know because | understand
that they said they may have as nmuch as a billion
dollars that they're able to transfer or nove or
address. |'mvery concerned about that. | don't
want to call it a slush fund, but | certainly would
li ke to know what it is called, where it is, and
ot her areas that would be eligible to receive sone of
that noney. Because | certainly have some schools in
ny district that could use $42 million. But I'm
voting aye on all.

CLERK:  Chi n.
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COUNCIL MEMBER CHIN: Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Thank you. |
wanted to congratul ate the Speaker and Council Menber
MIller on his |eadership. | terns of correcting an
injustice that was done in the |ast admnistration
and to make sure that our children are being taken
care of by the nost experienced people, and we're
saving quality, good paying jobs. And I'mso glad
that as a Gty Council we can at |east do sonething
about it. But nost inportantly, the State
Legi sl atures needs to act and do the right thing.
And secondly, | wanted to congratul ate Counci
Gar odni ck and Council| Menber Lander for their bills
to bring another inportant step forward for
transparency in our electoral process. | vote aye on
all. Thank you.

CLERK:  Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Aye on all

CLERK:  Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES: Wl |,
congratul ations to all my colleagues. | vote aye on

all.
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CLERK:  Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Aye on all

CLERK:  Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO | wanted to talk
about an anended law to anmend the New York City
Charter in relation to increasing independent
expendi ture disclosure requirenents. | just want to
say | applaud Council Menber Brad Lander. But as a
Counci| Menber who | woul d say faced great chall enges
because of the independent expenditures. | want to
work with our State Legislators to make sure that the
| anguage is very definitive, and very clear so that
wel | neani ng candi dates have an opportunity to
denmonstrate that they have had absolutely no
i nteraction, no understandi ng, no approval of these
|.E.s that are coming out in some ways and perhaps
benefit of the candi date.

So | support. |I'mvoting aye on all, but
| wanted to make sure that it was noted that in the
future noving forward that we have to nake sure that

the State as well as our own internal |anguages show
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very clearly that candi dates have nothing to do with
the I.E.s put forward. Aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: Deut sch

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Aye on all.

CLERK: D ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Permission to
explain ny vote--

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: - - Madam Public
Advocate. | have serious reservations about passing
Intro 449. | strongly support our workers, our

uni ons that have sworn to protect our workers, but
nost inportantly that they get paid fair wages. And
that nost inportant of all is our children and their
safety. However, | believe that this Council is
setting a precedent that could open the Council and
the Gty up to a lawsuit.

To subsi di ze private businesses that have
won an RFP because they bid | ow, and then afterwards
after having won the bid, saying that they could
provi de the best service at a | ower contractual cost.
And after winning that RFP requires an additional

payment and subsidies to salaries is unfair to other




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 61
busi nesses that have participated in that RFP. And
particularly in a city that has not been strong in
support of our MABEs. So, |I'mgoing to vote aye on
all, but I feel that we are opening up this Council
and this Gty to a lawsuit in the future. Thank you.

CLERK: Dromm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Aye on all.

CLERK:  Espi nal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Aye on all

CLERK: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: | vote aye.

CLERK:  Gar odni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK: Madam Publ i c
Advocate just a nonment to explain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Just because
of concern of the Constitutionality and the precedent
that is being set by Intro 449. And as | expressed
to the Education Conmttee, | vote no on 449 and aye
on the rest. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK:  Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Aye on all

CLERK: @G bson.
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COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.
COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:  Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | just want to congratul ate all of

nmy col | eagues, prine sponsors of all the great bills
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today. And | want to send kudos to our Speaker for

her bravery and the courageous way that she is really

i nvol ved on a | ot of conversation around health.
[applause] And | will be voting aye on all
Congrat ul ati ons.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: G eenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Pass.

CLERK:  Johnson

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: | amgoing to
vote aye on all today, but |I share simlar concerns
around the precedent that is being set on the Cty
granting this noney. M preferable hope and route
woul d have been for the State to act on this so we

woul d not have to do it this way. The reason that
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am voting yes today on this is because | do not want
famlies to suffer, and their children who may | ose
wages. So in the end, I will vote yes, but | share
sim | ar concerns about whether or not this is the
correct route to go. | know there are good
intentions on all sides here to correct a wong, and
I wish this could have been handled by the State. So
Il will vote aye on all.

| also want to praise our Speaker Melissa
Mar k- Viverito for her very brave disclosure on a very
i ncredi bly personal nedical issue. | nyself as
sonmeone who is HV positive know the power of stigma
and what it has in New York City as it relates to
chronic health conditions. And the way we break down
barriers and get people tested, treated, educated,
and prevent future infections is for people to cone
forward and tal k about their experiences. So | know
that her disclosure is going to help many ot her wonen
get tested, and ensure that their health and
wel | being is taken care of. It is a very big deal,
and | commend her for her bravery. Thank you very
much, Madam Public Advocate.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: Kal | os.
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COUNCI L MEMBER KALLCS: Aye on all.

CLERK: Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Aye on all.

CLERK:  Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Madam Publ i c
Advocate, may | explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO. | have a simlar
concern on Intro 449 on the Bus Driver Bill. 1 know
both sides we have good intentions, but | share
simlar concerns with the Mnority Leader and Counci l

Menber Garodni ck they shouldn't-- This bill didn't

gi ve us enough tinme to consider. | hope in the
future this won't happen again. | will vote all--
will vote yes on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: Kosl owi t z.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: May | be
excused to explain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, Counci l
Menber .

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOWNTZ: I'd like to

recogni ze ny intern Jonat han Abraham who is |eaving
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me tonorrow, and will be sorely mssed. And ny two
ot her interns David Arnov and--

[ background conversati on]

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Anderson is
his |l ast nane, Al ex Anderson, and | vote aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: Lancman.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Lancnan.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Aye on al l

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER  Request
perm ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  1'l1 be voting
aye on all, and I want to give a special shout out to
Council Menber Dronm | think shining light into the
darkness is an extraordinarily inportant thing to do,
and I want to thank you for your |eadership in
addressing i ssues of solitary confinenent.

| strongly support Intro 449 to right the
wong that was done to our bus drivers. This
solution inelegant. That is true, but | believe

i nel egance is far better than injustice, and that was
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the only other alternative to have people who only
make $45,000 a year see their salaries cut to $25, 000
and their seniority disregarded in the nane of phony
savings is nothing short of unjust. Many of us voted
against it. This is our opportunity to do sonething
about it, and while the solution is inelegant, and I
hope in the future we won't have inel egant sol utions.
| stand by this as a just one.

And finally, 1 just want to add ny voice
in praise to the Speaker. As the father of a
beautiful daughter and a teenage son and a husband of
a staff nenber at Pl anned Parent hood, the inportance
of bringing attention to HPD and the inportance of
publ i c awareness in addressing the stigmas are
incredibly inportant. | just want to say thank you
for your courage. | vote aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. How do you vote?
[ Laughs]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: | vote aye on
all. Thank you.

CLERK:  Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: | vote aye on all

CLERK: Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVINE:  Aye on all.
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CLERK:  Mhui sel

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: [of f m c]

CLERK: Matt eo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  May | be excused
to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ | just want to
begin on a personal |evel and give a shout out to ny
father who is recovering frommaj or knee surgery, and
| want to thank all ny coll eagues who have reached
out over the last few days. | want to speak on a few
bills. First on Intro 148-A. Council Menber
Geenfield and | want to echo Laurie Cunbo's coments
that we want to work with our coll eagues to nmake sure
that the | anguage is stronger so that there is no
di screpancy or m sl eadi ng when these nmailings are
sent out with these extra nanes on the. So, | wll
vote yes on 148-A with the notion that we do need to
wor k toget her for stronger |anguage.

In ternms of Intro 449, while | understand

and appreciate the good intentions of the bill, it
just quite sinply | believe the bill is illegal, and
unconstitutional. And the precedent that we're

setting is the wong precedent. And for those
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reasons, |I'mgoing to vote no on Intro 449 and yes on
the rest.
CLERK:  Meal y.
COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: | vote aye on all
CLERK: Menchaca.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye on all.
CLERK: Mendez.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.
CLERK: Ml ler.
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Aye on all.
CLERK: Reynoso.
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO:  Aye on all.
CLERK: Richards.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye on all.
CLERK: Rodri guez.
COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.
CLERK: Rosent hal .
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Perm ssion to

explain ny vote.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL:

68

Yes.

Thank you. So

" mvoting no today on Land Use 105 and Res 398,

which is for a sidewal k cafe in my district within

the 100-f oot commerci al

zone of Col unbus Avenue but
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on 72nd Street. This is a street, a side street that
is totally jam packed with pedestrians and tour
buses. It's no place for a sidewal k cafe. The
residents of this street oppose the petition, and |
stand with ny community today by voting no.

Thi s exanpl e denonstrates that this
Council needs to be able to add to the list of side
Streets that are ineligible for sidewal k cafes. The
street should have been carved out fromthe |ist of
side streets where sidewal k cafes are permtted in
public space on the sidewal k, but it was not. W as
a Council need an opportunity to revisit the side
streets exenpted fromLand Use petitions such as this
one. And | ook forward to working with ny
col | eagues to take another | ook at that |ist.

Separately, I'mvery excited about the
steps the Gty Council is taking to increase
transparency in canpai gn finance through bills such
as Intro 148 and Intro 6, both of which I'mco-
sponsoring. | also ook forward to continuing the
di scussion, and considering clarifying the |anguage
requiring Intro 148 such as that, which would be

proposed by ny coll eague Council Menber Mark Treyger
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So | vote aye on all except for Land Use 105 and Reso
398. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: TORRES.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye on all.

CLERK: Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGCER: So | want to
just speak about Intro 148-A, and | want to
definitely commend Council Menber Brad Lander and
Chair Ben Kallos on their work in pushing this very
i mportant |egislation through. | just want to nake
it clear, however, that while this bill makes it nore
clear who is responsible for the production of these
advertisenents, it does not make it nore clear who is
not responsible for the production of this
advertisenment. And ny concern is not just about the
candi dates here today, the incunbents that are here
today. |It's about the future candidates.

The people that sit next to the Public
Advocate Tish James, who want to enter politics for

the right reasons. Wwo wll be unfairly maligned
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wi th donors and people they have no affiliation wth.
So we will work both in the City and the State to
make it equally clear who is responsible and who is
not responsible for the production of these flyers.
Wth that, | vote aye on all. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: U rich

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH: | vote aye on al
except Intro 449

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

[ background di scussi on]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Urich, can you repeat your vote?

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH: | apol ogi ze. |
said | vote aye on all with the exception of
Preconsi dered Introduction 449. | vote no on that
one.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH It's the bus
bill. Okay.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: (Laughs)

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Just in case.

CLERK: Vacca.
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COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: | vote aye on al
except Intro 441 where | vote no.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAI LONE: Madam Advocat e,
a moment to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: First off, let
me thank all of ny coll eagues for your extrenme warnth
and ki ndness to ny daughters Catena and Lea, and to
our | eader Madam Speaker, thank you for your
| eadership on wonen's right. As a father of two
daughters and ny wife, | thank you, and they have a
perfect guiding exanple of what they can do if they
wor k hard and stand up for these-- [appl ause]

COUNCIL MEMBER: It's the canpaign
fi nance thing.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: | vote aye on
all except for Intro 449, and just a nonment to
explain why. | think we're all, we're troubled by
this. And |I've even reached out to many of the bus
conpani es that didn't receive the bid, or are stil
struggling today to nake ends neet. And my concern

for something like this is it's not hel ping the
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overall problem It's not hel ping the other
conpanies that did the right thing, submtted the
right bids, and were cut out by this conpany. And
it's not the way we shoul d approach this. The Gty
has a process. This conpany should not be rewarded
and hel ped out for undercutting all of the good
conpani es and the hard enpl oyees that have worked
very hard for these conpanies. And by doing this,
we're setting a dangerous precedent. And where do we
say whi ch conpany struggl es enough? Wi ch conpany is
not struggling enough? Who is doing the right thing?
Who is no getting paid enough.

I never want to get into that place where
| am depriving or choosing a conpany or an enpl oyee
over soneone else. And | believe that's what we're
doi ng today, and that's not what we shoul d be doi ng.
We shoul d be watching the bidding process. W should
be making very clear that they should be included
fromthe beginning, and nmake sure what the Mayor did
bef ore never happens again. So we have our enpl oyee
protection included. So | vote no on 449 and | thank
everyone for their help on these matters. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: W/ Iians.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Pass. [sic]

CLERK: Greenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you.
May | be excused to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you
very much. First, | want to congratulate all ny
col | eagues on the | egislation today especially the
Good Governnent Legislation that Council Menber
Lander, Council Menber Garodnick, and Council Menber
Kallos are leading. | think that it's inportant
| egi slation. | echo the concerns that have been
rai sed by ny coll eagues. Because |I'mon the cl ock,
["1l just say that I'll just say that | echo them
| ook forward to working with Council Menber Lander
and Council Menber Kallos to nake sure those concerns
are reflected, and we can actually inprove. Wat is
a good bill we can nake it even better.

I do want to speak on the appointnents
briefly, specifically the ones that relate to Land
Use. We have three appointnents in that world today.
The first is Marjory Perlnmutter, who has been
nom nated for the Chair of the BSA. | nmet with

Marjory. W | ooked over her records, and | have to
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say she is exceptionally qualified for the position.
She is an architect and an attorney highly regarded
in her field. 1 think she's going to do sone
terrific work over there, and | enthusiastically
support her.

John Custafsson al so an attorney, someone
who has an expertise in the world of |andmarks with
the work that he's done. Someone who dedi cates
hinself to many different voluntary projects and not -
for-profit works. And | think is also a stellar
candi date, and |I'm proud to support himas well.

Finally, Adi Shamir Baron has a very
i npressive resune. W did have sone issues regarding
some conmmuni cations, sone details of some questions
that we wanted answered. And |I'm very happy thanks
to the Chair's assistance, Chair Lander, as well as
the Adm nistration, we are going to get those itens
corrected on the record. And, therefore, |'m happy
to support her as well.

And finally, I'mrunning out of tineg,
Intro 449. |'mvery, very torn on this primrily
because | support those workers, but at the sane tine
| think there are too many questions especially about

t he noney, the precedent and the legality, and that's
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why |'mgoing to vote aye on all with the exception
of Intro 449, and I'm going to vote no.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: W Iians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you
First, I want to congratul ate Council Menbers Dronm
and Garodnick and Lander. | do want to tal k about
Intro 449, which also | was conflicted. And there |
still would say there are nmany issues that we have
keep in mnd as we nove forward. |'mgoing to vote
aye on it, but | want to nmake clear that if it comes
again next year, | wll not vote aye on it. There
were a few things that very much concerned ne. One,
there were very good actors that bid the way that
t hey should have bid, and they |ost out because of
this.

Al so, one of the biggest issues for ne
was that during the hearing, we found that they
apparently had $42 million, and it could be up to a
billion dollars apparently for energency

transportation, but could no way say how t he $42
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mllion would affect energency transportation. Could
in no way say if they have the noney avail able for

ot her projects. | think as the Council we have a
fiscal fiduciary responsibility. W have oversight
of this noney. |If we pass a budget there shoul d not
be gaps of $42 million or a billion dollars that we
know anyt hi ng about .

And | hope that that question still gets
answered as we nove forward. | do want to say is
what tipped it for ne is | believe that governnent
has routinely and as a matter of practice -- to use
the word of Council Menber Lander -- done inel egant
solutions that hel ped corporations and people |
beli eve who didn't necessarily need the help. And
"' m happy to be part of the body and the
adm nistration that is trying to use sonme creativity
per haps and el egancy to hel p people who really need
the assistance. And who | believe were intentionally
and egregiously specifically pointed out to have this
happen to them And many of us supported them and |
want to hel p and support them now. Hopefully, we'l
be able to find a better solution noving forward, and
| vote aye on all. Thank you

CLERK: 1 gni zi o.
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COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZO  No on 449. Aye
on all others.

CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Aye on all.

CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO  Aye on all.

[ background conversati on]

CATENA VALLONE: [off mc] | would Iike
acknowl edge d obal Kids, an Alliance for Cimte
Education. There are youth |leaders sitting in the
bal cony.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: (kay, one nore

CATENA VALLONE: [on mic] | wuld like to
acknow edge d obal Kids, an Alliance for Cinmate
Education. There are youth |leaders sitting in the
bal cony. [appl ause]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. (kay, thank you.
Al'l itens on today's General Cal endar were adopted by
a vote of 47 in the affirmative, zero in the
negative, and zero abstentions with the exception of
Intro 449, which was adopted by a vote of 41 in the
affirmati ve, 6 negative and zero abstentions. And

Land Use 104 and Resol ution 398, which was adopted--
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CLERK: [off mc]

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Land Use 1057

CLERK: [off mc] Yes.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And Resol ution
398, which was adopted by a vote of 46 in the
affirmative, 1 in the negative, and zero abstentions.
And Intro 441, which was adopted by a vote of 46 in
the affirmative, 1 negative, and zero abstentions. A
revised Land Use Call-Up vote is 47 in the
affirmati ve and zero negative. Introduction and
Readi ng of Bills.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TO Al bills are
referred to conmttees as indicated on the Agenda.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Discussion of
Resol uti ons? Seeing none we can now vote on
Resol ution-- Preconsidered Resol ution 379, a
resolution calling on the New York City Departnment of
Correction to end the practice of placing individuals
returning to City jails into punitive segregation,
al so known as solitary confinenent to conplete tine
owed. All those in favor say aye.

COUNCI L MEMBERS: Chorus of ayes.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Al of those

opposed say no. Any abstentions? The ayes have it.
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The second resol ution, Preconsidered Resolution 387 a
resolution calling upon the New York State

Legi slature to pass, and for the Governor to sign

| egi sl ati on that woul d nmandat e enpl oyee saf eguards
for experienced bus drivers, attendants, dispatchers
and nmechanics as part of all current and future bus
contracts. Al of those in favor say aye.

COUNCI L MEMBERS: Chorus of ayes.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: All of those
opposed. Any abstentions? The ayes have it. And
now CGeneral D scussion. Council Menber Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO  Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | want to call your attention today
to a package I'mcalling the Equity in Education Act.
It's one bill and two resolutions that have the goa
of pronoting equity within the school systemfor |ow
i ncone children of color, and the children of
I mm grants.

Intro 403 is a reporting bill that wll
hel p us coll ect data about the inequitable
di stribution of college readi ness counselors in New
York Gty schools. Right nowthe ratio of students
to counselors in nore than 50% of New York City High

School s is higher than 250 students to one counsel or.
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And | ow i ncome conmunities of col or have the | owest
coll ege readiness rates in the City. Having this
data will help us start to change the systemto make
sure that the students who need the nbst help are
receiving it.

Resol ution 198 calls for the Departnent
of Education to equitably distribute over-the-counter
students what the DCE calls students who do not calls
students who do not participate in the high school
students-- the high school choice process. These
students tend to be imm grants, have special needs,
honel ess, or previously incarcerated. Right now,
these students are distributed at higher rates in
under - perform ng schools, which may not be equi pped
to handle this extra chall enge.

Reso 388 addresses New York City's nearly
160, 000 students classified as English | anguage
| earners. Oten are new immgrants or students who
speak anot her | anguage at hone. Currently, federa
testing requirenents allow these students one year to
study English before their State results are neasured
in a way that may be-- that may inpact the school's
private support. This resolution supports the

State's request to the federal governnent to change
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this time fromone year to two years. | have
di stributed a sign-off sheet and | appreciate your
support in the effort. Thank you very nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYCGER: Thank you,
Public Advocate. | speak in favor of three things
I"mintroducing today. First is Reso 390, which is a
resolution in support of Assenbly Bill A9182, which
woul d require the New York City Board of Elections to
hire Russian interpreters in polling sites where
needed in the Gty of New York. Currently, there are
none. | have personally w tnessed the
di senfranchi senent of Russi an speaking voters com ng
in and asking questions, and being told if they don't
speak English go hone, which is unacceptable in the
Cty of new York. Someone who believes in denocracy
and the idea that no citizen should be prevented from
casting a ballot due to | anguage barriers, | urge ny
col | eagues to support this legislation and Reso 390.

Secondly, I'mintroducing Intro 458,
whi ch would require the New York City Departnent of
Consuner Affairs to prepare educational materials for

our young children ages 16 to 24 that woul d provi de
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educational materials to help them prevent anounting
student debt and debt in general. The kids between
ages 16 and 24 are being targeted by maj or conpanies
and maj or corporations forcing themto get credit
cards, and other types of college |oans. W want to
make sure that we're providing educational materials
to our young people to nake sure that they make the
ri ght decisions and avoid being buried in nmounting
debt .

The last introis Intro 459, which would
require the Departnent of Transportation to give 30
days notice to corporations and utilities before
commencing with a street resurfacing. Currently,
it's only 24 hours. Many of ny coll eagues woul d see
street resurfacing done in their districts. And then
you woul d see it the day after a Con-Edison truck in
and drill holes in the street. Again, wasting
taxpayer dollars, wasting precious tax resources. |
urge ny coll eagues to pl ease again support Reso 390,
Intro 458 and Intro 459. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Council Menber
Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: [off mc]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Ch, take care.
No, sorry. Council Menber Barron. [Laughs] Counci
Menber Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. You may recall |ast session |
tal ked about renenbering our girls in Nigeria. W
want to renmenber them not forget them And now |'m
addi ng the Council, calling the Council's attention
to the atrocities that are going on in the so-called
M ddl e East. There are 400 at | east innocent
children who are the victins of that atrocity of the
war that's there that have been killed, 400 children.
The nunber of injured and dead is astronomcal in
ternms of innocent people who are being killed. And I
just want to urge us to be mndful of the situation,
and push for our government to be involved in comng
to resolution the recognizes the two-state solution
with equity for both parties. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | want to start off today by
congratul ati ng Council Menber Danny Dromm on the

passage of Intro 292 in regards to reporting
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regarding punitive segregation and nental health. |
arise to ask my coll eagues to sign on as sponsors of
Intro 440. Which would require the Departnent of
Heal th and Mental Hygi ene to prepare annual reports
pertaining to health services in city correctional
facilities. Including intake, followup care,
pati ent safe, and preventable errors in the
eval uation of nedical contractors at correctional
facilities.

| am deeply disturbed by the recent
reports regarding the poor and inadequate treatnment
of inmates at Rikers including accounts heard at the
Joint Hearing held on June 12th with the Depart nent
of Crimnal Justice Services, Mental Health, and
Health Commttee. Health staff has reported severe
deficiencies recently. According to social workers
at Rikers they see as many as 70 patients a week, and
only can provide a few mnutes to each inmate
resulting in inmates | ashing out to get attention
and refusing to take nmedication. There's a lot |
want to say, but this bill will address accusations
that the Correctional Health Services has given
prison health services inproper passing scores on

mul ti pl e occasions by inproperly excusing
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defi ci enci es and changing cores. And a potenti al
conflict of interest in having Correctional Health
Services be the entity that both awards the contract
to Prison Health Services as well as nonitors their
per f or mance.

The contract for the current provider
Cori zon expires on Decenmber 31, 2015. And we need to
seriously eval uate whether they are properly
providing critical medical services to those who are
incarcerated in our city's correctional facilities.
If you are in jail and incarcerated, you still
deserve to get adequate health and nmental health
treatnment. This bill will give us tools and
transparency to nmake that determ nation. Again, |
woul d hope you would-- | hope you will join ne in
sponsoring this bill. Thank you very nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | urge ny colleagues to join with
Counci | Menber Vacca and nyself in signing onto Intro
463 that will provide email and text nessage
notifications to New York City voters. This bill is

an enhancenent of Intro 613-2011 where | introduced
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at that time a simlar bill. This will bring the BCE
into the 21st Century by providing enmails and text
nessages to all New Yorkers as to where to vote,
notify themto their poll site changes, and send
voters sanple ballots and other election informtion.
This sinple way of providing information wll help
voters out trenmendously. All they have to do is
supply their contact information, where they are
regi stered to vote or on the Board' s website. Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: | rise today to
I ntroduce the Healthy Happy Meals Bill Introduction
442 co-sponsored by CGeneral Wl fare Commttee, Chair
Steven Levin and Health Commttee Chair Corey Johnson
previously introduced by fornmer Council Menber, Leroy
Conrie. In New York City half of elenmentary school
children are overweight. One-fifth of kindergarten
students and one-fourth of Head Start students are
obese. That's a not fair start for our children. W
have the power to help. An estimated one-fourth of a
child s calories comes fromrestaurants or fast food

pl aces that could be healthy calories. It is
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difficult enough for parents to give their children
heal thy food wi thout the fast food industry spendi ng
$714 million per year advertising to children.
Nearly half of that on toys, according to the FTC in
2012. If a restaurant is incentivizing children to
eat, they should be incentivizing themto eat
heal t hy.

| also wanted to take a nonent to thank
the American Heart Association, the Center for
Science and Public Interest, Ctizens Commttee for
Children, and all the other advocates who worked on
this bill and have been working on this throughout
our country. 1'd also like to thank my Food Policy
graduate fell ows, who hel ped nake this possible.
Leah Eden, Debbi e Desneski [sp?], Becky Morrison,
Ryan Renault, and ny Food Policy Director Amanda
Mel pol der. They' ve brought a great food team and
hopeful ly, we can nake our food a | ot healthier.

| also want to take a nonent to
acknow edge a sunmer inter who will be departnent
conpl eting her sumrer internship, Amanda Court.
She's a resident of ny district. She is a high
school student at ny alma nmater, the Bronx Hi gh

School of Science, and we wi sher well. She has
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prom sed to register to vote when she turns 18. Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci | Menber Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | would like to urge the nenbers to
consider signing onto Intro 462, which I'm
i ntroduci ng today. Right nowin New York Cty, if
there is an energency repair that has to be nmade, HPD
will make the repair if the violation is classified
as an Energency Level C, or if there is a heat and
hot water situation, which poses an inmedi ate threat
to tenants in the winter. They will go and fix the
boiler. And make sure that the landlord is given the
bill for the boiler repair or for the energency
repair in the apartnent.

But we have no energency repair program
for elevators. |If an elevator is out, the only
recourse the City has is to issue a violation, which
comes fromthe Buil dings Department. Yet, we have
instances in this city where elevators are out for
nonths on end. Senior citizens and disabl ed peopl e

are trapped in apartnents in 12, 13, and 18-story
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buil dings and nore. If they don't have access to an
el evator, they cannot |eave to go to doctor's
appoi nt mrents, shoppi ng, senior center, or any
activity.

To say it's not fair is really putting it
mldly. 1 don't think that an elevator is a |uxury.
| think it is a necessity. And | never understood
why there was no provision in our city where when the
violations are issued and when the |andlord has nore
t han enough due notice and he has received the
requi site nunber of violations, why don't we have the
sane recourse that we established in HPD? To
aut hori ze an energency repair and levy the fine or
the bill against the |landlord? Well, that's what ny
bill does. | think it's time we cone to grips with
this, and I urge ny coll eagues to sign on.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | nmenber Espinal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. Well, first and forenost, | just
want to thank the Speaker for encouragi ng and tal king
about on a very inportant woman's health issue. 1'm
going to tal k about another one, which is ovarian

cancer. |'mintroducing Resolution 380, which would
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decl are Septenber as Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month
in the Gty of New York. This year 22,000 wonen in
the US. will receive a new diagnosis of ovarian
cancer. And for nearly 80% of those diagnosed, it
went undetected in the early stages.

It's very personal to nme. M/ nobm
actually died two years ago of what doctors believe
to have been ovarian cancer. Currently, there are no
reliable screening tests for ovarian cancer. And
research is continuing to | ook for a new test and
hel p di agnose those early. Two years ago, again, ny
nom passed away, and since then, | nade it ny
business to try to raise awareness in New York G ty.
And | hope that ny col |l eagues can sign onto the
Resolution and join ne in that fight. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: She woul d be
proud of you. Council Menber R chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Good afternoon.
| rise to ask ny colleagues to support Intro 451. As
we continue to nake New York Gty a cleaner arena, |
bring to your attention Intro 451. | would like you
to support our efforts to require city owned narine
crafts owned and operated by our very own DEP use

cleaner fuel. |If we are requiring our City's fleets
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on ground to use cl eaner fuel, we should al so expect
the same fromthe marine vessels, especially Gty
vessel s.

Also, | would like to bring to your
attention a rem nder that the climte change is real
The effects are becom ng nore visible than ever
before, and it is inportant that our children be
prepared with rel evant study of earth science and out
living environnent. For this reason, | along with ny
coll eague-- And | would like to thank himfor his
| eader shi p, Council Menber Costa Constanti ni des--

Ask that we as the Council call on the State's
Educati on Departnent to include |essons on climate
change in the curriculumor our students. W should
be preparing our children now to be the engineers,
the tradesnmen and wonen, and the research experts
that we understand-- That will understand climte
change helping all of us to adapt to a changi ng gl obe
rat her than | eaving them unaware and unrepaired
victins. | dare to say that it is too late to

consi der ourselves to be ahead of the curve.

However, we still have an opportunity to be prepared.

Pl ease join our Council Menber Costa Constantinides
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and | in support of this legislation. Thank you.
[ appl ause]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Quiet in the
Chanbers. Thank you. We're still in session.
Counci | Menber Centile.

COUNCI L MEMBER CENTI LE: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. [I'mintroducing Intro 439 today
wi th Council Menber Reynoso as the prine co-sponsor
It addresses the bad and potentially dangerous
behavi or of building architects and engi neers. Many
architects and engi neers submt erroneous
applications for permts or applications for permts
to performwork that's not within the boundaries of
the law. And these architects and engi neers that do
this are obviously the nost likely to be the ones
that performthe faulty, hazard creating illegal work
such as | egal conversi ons.

This bill wll add to the | aw that when
two stop work orders are issued to one of these
design professionals in the sane year, they nust be
renoved or suspended fromself-certifying, or be
subject to audits or neeting other conditions in
order to continue self-certifying. This bill also

assures that Council Menmbers will annually receive a
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report on the design professionals that have had

t hese sanctions placed upon them and it will be
broken down by community board. So this report wll
tell us right away who the bad actors are in the
bui | di ng and construction industry anong architects,
engineers. And it wll nake it easier for us to nake
sure that these actors are sanctioned by the DOB
Again it's Intro 439. Both Council Menber Reynoso
and I now that you sign on. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci | Menber Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Thank
you, Madam Public Advocate. | want to acknow edge
again Aobal Kids. As | begin ny remarks on
Resol ution 375. As Council Menber and Chairman of
t he Environnmental Protection Conmttee Donovan
Ri chards's referenced we do need to make our City
nore green and nore sustainable. And in this case in
t he best of denocracy our young nen and wonen from
A obal Kids suggested the resolution that we're
i ntroduci ng today calling upon the State Departnent
of Education to include | essons of climte change in

their curriculum Wiether it's science, or math or
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soci al studies, economcs or politics, climte change
affects us all in every subject.

It should not be relegated to one quick
di scussing in a science course room but it should be
per nmeati ng throughout our curriculum So | urge al
of nmy coll eagues to join us on Resolution 375. And
in that vain, I wish to call ny colleagues' attention
to Introduction 378. W should call upon our City to
reduce em ssions or greenhouse gases by 80% by 2050.
As we | ook to conbat climate change, we need to get
to the core sources of it. And it's been, you know,
all environnmental groups are saying this is the place
we need to go as city to be greener and nore
sust ai nable. 80% reduction by 2050 is how we wi ||
get there.

And lastly, I"mstanding with ny
col | eagues Richard Torres and Council Menber Pau
Val | one introducing Intro 434 today, which wll be
creating a gun defender registry. Wich will really
make it searchable, make it public, allow for emai
notifications when a gun-- when soneone who
comm tted a gun crinme noves into a nei ghborhood, our

communities will know about it. They'll know who
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lives there. They'll know the crime has been
comm tted. Thank you.

CATENA VALLONE: Thank you, d obal Kids.
Counci | Menber Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | would like to wel cone the
following five interns frommny office. M. Julie
Chan [sic], M. Patrick Bee [sp?], Stephanie Ing
[sp?], and Ki Chong [sp?] and Hal a Jang [sp?] and
good luck to their future endeavors.

And | also want to use this opportunity
to ask ny coll eagues to support Intro 444, which is a
Local Law to anend the New York City Traveler [sic]
inrelation to the despair of the POM MA [SIC] on
property under the care and control of the Departnent
of Education. And also, Resolution 383 calling upon
the United States Congress to pass and the President
to sign the Silent Skies. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Levi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Thank you, Madam
Publ i c Advocate, and ny colleagues. | ask you to
sign on and support Intro Nunber 446 that was

i ntroduced today by nyself and Council Menber Corey
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Johnson to a Local Law to anend the Administrative
Code of the City of New York in relation to banning
t he discharge, disposal, sale, and use within the
Cty of New York of any wastewater or natural gas
wast e produced fromthe process of hydraulic
fracturing. No issue in the State of New York has
garnered the public reaction so nuch as fracking has
in the last few years. W want to ensure that we
keep fracking out of, | believe, the State of New
Yor k.

And we want to nmake sure that we keep al
bi - products, which are extrenely harnful and contain
all types of nasty contam nants out of our city
limts. So we want to make sure that those
products, those bi-products cannot be disposed of in
our wastewater treatnent facilities, both public and
private. And that no waste can be di scharged,

di sposed, or put for sale anywhere in the five
boroughs. So this is going to-- This bill will send
a strong nessage to other nunicipalities throughout
the State and throughout the country so that they,
too, can ban this, the use of wastewater from

fracking the boundaries of the nmunicipalities. New
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York Gty is the largest city in the country, and
needs to be a leader in this area.

| want to thank Food and Water Watch and
Ri ver Keeper and great environnmental activists that
are here in the Chanber today for their help in
preparing this piece of legislation. | ook forward
to its passage. Thank you very much, and | encourage
nmy col |l eagues to sign on. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber- -

[ appl ause]

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS: Qui et in the Chanbers,
pl ease. Quiet please.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Quiet in the
Chanbers. Council Menber Levine.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | want to call the attention of ny
col l eagues to Intro 447, which addresses a program
which we all are very famliar with the dramatic
expansi on of a nunber of street trees in New York
Cty. But you might not know where those trees cone
from They don't cone from Upstate New York. They
don't cone usually from Connecticut. |In many cases,
they don't even conme fromthe East Cost. W are

trucking trees across the country from nurseries on
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the West Coast in places |ike Oegon. And burning

di esel fuel and planting non-native species on our

streets. Wich strikes ne and many advocates as

bei ng wasteful and counterintuitive. So this piece

of legislation wll direct the Parks Departnment to

purchase trees fromthe | ocal ecol ogical region.

| also want to call your attention to
Reso Nunber 385, which woul d address the disruption
of public schools during primry days, primary

el ection days, which are not school holidays. And

often brings thousands of strangers into public
school

buildings with limted security, potentially

di srupting learning, and potentially exposing our
children to a security risk. So we want to grant
principals the option to declare a professiona

devel opnent day on such primary dates. So that at

their discretion they can prioritize security and

safety in their building. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci| Menber U rich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: Thank you, Madam

Publ i ¢ Advocat e. |

Counci| Menber Levi ne.

proposal, and it

That

is a very,

tip ny hat to ny good friend and

very good

is definitely worthy of our
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consi derati on when you consider the fact that we
constantly are hearing all these stories about sexual
predators, and those who wish to do harmto the nost
vul nerable in our City. The fact that they can just
wal k into a school w thout providing any
i dentification whatsoever, and potentially harm an
i nnocent one because they're under the guise of
voting or allegedly is really crazy the fact that's
even happening, but | tip ny hat to him

| rise to encourage ny coll eagues and ask
for their support on Intro 460, a bill that |I'm
putting in today, which integrates the 311 hotline
with the Veteran's Crisis Line, VCL. This was a
policy recommendati on that came fromthe Irag and
Af ghani stan Veterans of Anerica and other veteran
service organi zation. Currently, when any New Yorker
calls 311 claimng that they are suicidal or that
they are contenpl ating suicide, they are forwarded to
Life Line, an invaluable service provided to all New
Yorkers. But, for veterans things are a little bit
different. As we know, 22 veterans a day on average
commt suicide in our country. Many, nmany nore

suffer frompost-traumatic stress disorder, and bear
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t he wounds, the nental scars fromthe battles and
their experiences in the mlitary.

What we're doing would provide a
veteran's suicide assistance through 311 where the
311 operator woul d connect the directly to VCL, the
sane way they would connect themto Life Line. It
woul d be a toll free confidential resource that
connects veterans and their famlies and their
friends with qualified trained nental health experts
who know about these issues first hand. The
Council's work with the VA and healthcare facilities
funded by the federal government to ensure vets are
qui ckly connected to the services they need. And
these crisis call services reduce enotional stress,
and hel p everyone who calls themin anyway to
effectively and efficiently connect veterans and
mlitary service nmenbers to VCLs and rel evant
resources should be explored. |[|'m asking for your
support, and | appreciate it. Thank you very nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci | Menmber Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO | just wanted to

say as Chair of the Wnen's Issues Commttee | want

to first start out by thanking our Speaker Melissa
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Mark-Viverito. Her strength, courage, and | eadership
has really been an inspiration to nme, and
particularly for the wonmen in the Gty Council. W
often tal k so nuch about our acconplishnments, our
goal s, or credentials, all that we've acconplished.
It's very rare that we tell the full story of who we
are, and the challenges that we face. And | believe
that her honesty is going to encourage ne, and many
others to speak nore honestly about what it really
nmeans to be a woman. What it really neans to be a
wonman | eader, and | really thank you for com ng out
in such a bold way. | hope that in many situations
noving forward that I'Il also be able to exhibit that
same | evel of courage.

| also want to thank the Speaker and ny
col | eagues, the Brooklyn Delegation and all the City
Counci| Menbers that supported the Denocratic
Nati onal Convention com ng to Brooklyn, New York. |
feel very inspired, and | feel it in nmy gut that
Br ookl yn and New York City will win this convention
and that this is going to be a win for Brooklyn.
This is going to be a win for New York Cty. And we
are going to benefit and make sure that all of our

communi ties benefit fromthis amazi ng opportunity
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that has been presented. And as a born and raised
Broolynite, this would be so incredible to see this
| evel of exposure cone to the Borough of Brooklyn.

| also amintroducing a resolution to
recogni ze the 50th Anniversary of the M ssissippi
Surmer Project, also know as Freedom Sunmer. As a
result of this project, nore than 1,000 African-
American voters were registered and 40 freedom
schools or alternative free schools for African-
American youth were established to cultivate
political participation and activismin M ssissippi
It's sonmething that we | ook to see nore of. And on
Sat urday, which is so very inportant, and | know I'm
on the clock, at 11:00 a.m | invite you all to join
the March for Justice in Staten Island with the
Fam |y of Eric Garner who will walk fromthe
i ntersection where he took his final breaths to the
District Attorney's office, then host arally a few
bl ocks away. W w Il not go back. | just want to
add also that the famly of Mchael Brown, an 18-
year -ol d unarned Bl ack teenager who was shot and
killed by Police Oficer Darren WIson on August 9th,
his famly will also be there. And | encourage al

of those to cone out together collectively. Because
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we have all seen the video, and it's inportant that
we show our collective voices on this matter. Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. Council Menber Cunbo, | think it's
great if the Denocratic National Convention does cone
to Brooklyn to New York City. However, | hope that
the Council wll be diligent to see to it that MABE
participation is steadfast and in high nunbers. But
havi ng said that, |ast Friday our Speaker and the
Mayor announced an increase fromthe $3 million in
their original Anti-Gang Violence Initiative to $12.7
mllion in the Gun Violence Crisis Managenent System
That was on Friday in Harlem Hospital. Yet, on
Saturday night there were 13 shootings in six hours.
Two died at 151st Street and Broadway. One of those
young nmen resided in the sane building as ny staff
person, Frances. Three were shot in Jefferson Park,
just an hour and a half after | had departed that
sanme park handi ng out school supplies to the children
who were in abundance there. One was shot at 127th

Street and St. Nicholas Terrace, but found at 135th
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Street and 7th Avenue trying to make his way to

Harl em Hospital. Three students in the Bronx, and
four shootings in the 113th Precinct, and Sout heast
Queens.

This is a tragedy and |'mso sorry that
It's necessary, although I'"mgrateful to the Speaker
that the increase in funding for anti-gun and anti -
gun violence we were able to put in, but it's awful
that | should be able to stand here and tal k about
that nunber of shootings. Thank you, Madam Public
Advocat e and thank you, Speaker.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: W join with you
Council Menber WIllians to close.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you. |
want to thank Council Menber Dickens for nentioning
the task force, and I want to nmake sure that | thank
the Speaker and the entire Council for the work that
was done in expanding the task force. The Mayor had
a great press conference a few days ago, but this
Counci |l should be very proud it was based off
reconmendati ons that were made in this Council
Based off of pilot funding that was given in this
Counci |, and additional funding that was given in

this Council. | thank the Mayor for taking those
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recomendat i ons and expanding on it, but we as a
Counci| should be very, very proud. Thank you for
bringing up the gun violence issue. And | just want
to al so echo Council Menber Cunbo to please join us
in Staten Island for the deaths of Eric Garner and
even bigger issues of accountability when these
t hi ngs happen. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: | apol ogi ze.
Council Menber Chin to close.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. |1'd like to draw nmy col | eagues
attention to Intro 432, legislation that will enable
the transfer of vendor permits in cases where a
vendor is no |onger able to vend due to nedica
i1l ness or other conditions. For many, vending is a
fam ly business, and if a vendor can no | onger
support his or her famly, this will allow the permt
to be transferred to soneone in the famly who can

We had a situation in ny district where a
vendor, M. Zang, ran a street store that was his
famly's only source of income. Because of a nedica
condition he was no | onger able to vend, and his wfe
Yen had to work the store without him And because

the permit was in her husband's nanme, she was
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considered an illegal vendor. She was arrested 11
times until DCA out of conpassion for the vendor
situation was able to transfer-- arrange for a
tenporary transfer of the license. As a City we nust
make sure that our Adm nistrative Code | eave room for
conpassion, and that is just what this bill ains to
do. It will give the Conm ssioner greater ability to
transfer licenses in these particular situations, and
enabl e working famlies to continue doi ng what they
do everyday to support thenselves and their famlies.

I would like to thank Rachel Cordero for
hel ping to draft this legislation and | hope ny
coll eagues will join me in supporting it.

I would also Iike to nake you aware of
Reso 374, which covers--

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: W are still in
sessi on, please.

COUNCIL MEMBER CHIN. --a little
di scussed and widely felt issue in city public
school s. Tenperature. W all have received nunerous
requests fromour schools to fund air conditioning
systenms with Reso 8, but because this is not
capitally eligible, we were never able to do that.

In my district we have a school building that |acks
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adequate facilities, and tenperatures in classroons
can reach as high a 100 degrees. It is not a healthy
or productive environment for our students and
teacher. And | believe it's tinme for the Departnent
of Education to begin reviewng and investing in this
issue. [Bell] | hope ny colleagues will join nme in
supporting this Reso. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Speaker Mark-
Viverito, closing comments?

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. No, thank you, as
al ways Madam Speaker, and thank you to ny coll eagues.
It's just about 3:30 and I guess we will be
adj our ned.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CATENA VALLONE: W now stand adj ourned.

[ gavel ]

[ appl ause]
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