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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 3

CHAI RPERSON KALLOS: [gavel] Good norning
and wel cone to the hearing of the Commttee on
CGovernnental Operations. |’mBen Kallos and
represent the 5th Council District; the Upper East
Si de, Roosevelt Island, Mdtown East and El Barrio.

W'l be voting on three pieces of
| egi slation this norning, two of which were
originally heard on April 25th. The fist of the
bills is Intro nunber six, sponsored by Counci
Menber Dan Garodnick. This |egislation would put an
end to anonynous canpai gn advertisenents in New York
Cty political races. |If a canpaign put out an ad
under this law, they need to identify thensel ves
directly on the ad.

The second bill we are voting on today is
Intro 148-A, sponsored by Council Menber Brad Lander.
This | egislation concerns election-related
advertisenents and ot her expenditures by groups other
than the canpaigns thensel ves. Many New Yorkers saw
t hese advertisenents | ast year from groups w th vague
nanmes |i ke Jobs for New York or New Yorkers for
Proven Leadership and sone council races spendi ng by
out si de groups exceeded the expenditures of the

candi dat es t hensel ves. Intro nunber 148-A woul d
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 4
require additional disclosure relating to the donors
behi nd these groups to ensure that the public is
aware of who is funding the ads supporting our
opposi ng candi dates. It does this both by addi ng
nore detail disclosures of by spenders to the
Canpai gn Fi nance Board and by increasing disclosure

on the advertisenents thensel ves.

The third bill is one that we have not
heard before, and that is preconsidered bill relating
to the Voter Guide. This bill would reduce wast ef ul

purchasi ng of paper by the CFB and those el ections
where the only local issue on the ballot is an
initiative or referendumthat has not been given
final approval 60 days before the election. In these
I nstances, the CFB would put materials online rather
than spending mllions of dollars on paper that nmay
never be needed.

At this tinme, 1'd like the adm nistration
to cone, but before that, I would like to recognize
Counci| Menber Brad Lander, sponsor of Introduction
nunber 148-A for an openi ng statenent.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Thank you very
much, Chair Kallos and to the other nmenbers of the

Committee. | gave a nore extensive opening statenent
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 5
when we had the hearing in April on the rationale for
148- A, so then 148, discussing the need for ful
di scl osure of contributors to independent
expendi t ures.

As many peopl e know, under Citizens
United, even if many of us are not thrilled with it,
the law of the |l and requires that independent
expendi tures can be made. As a result of that, in
2013, we saw an extensive increase in the nunber of
i ndependent expenditure ads; in sone cases, in Gty
Counci| races nore noney spent by independent
spenders than by the candi dates thensel ves, with
vague soundi ng nanes |i ke Jobs for New York, in a way
that was very difficult for voters to get neani ngful
i nformati on on who was behind the information that
they were receiving and while we can’t, under
Ctizens United, put further restrictions on those
ads, we can or in fact, are invited by the Suprene
Court to make sure that there sunlight on them that
there is disclosure and that voters know who’s paying
for those ads and where they’'re comng from So
Intro 148 will require that the top three donors, the
owner, the CEO are listed on the ad in a nail piece,

as well as a URL nyc.gov/foll owt henbney, where voters
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 6
can go to see who's behind those ads and who paid for
t hem

We heard extensive testinony in Apri
fromthe good governnment groups, but also from sone
I ndependent thensel ves, both on the corporate and the
| abor side. Thanks to that testinony, and with a | ot
of followup, and I really want to give credit to the
staff here, especially to counsel of the Commttee,
David Seitzer and our legislative director, Matt
Qui |l I am [ phonetic} and the chair. Extensive changes
were made from 148 to 148-A to make sure we get the
bal ance ri ght between disclosure and free speech. W
reduced the nunber of donors you have to disclose
fromfive to three, cleaned up sone of the other
| anguage, clarified what needs to be said in radio
ads, on television ads to nmake it sinple to conply
and al so perm ssible under Gtizens United. So |
feel really good about the work we did.

A coupl e of additional notes: there are
some questions |’ve received about things that wll
be necessary to clarify in rulemking and we’'re
working with the CFB. They have obviously an
ext ensi ve history of providing rul emaki ng and

gui dance after the laws are passed to nmake sure it’s
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 7
sinple. That’s the goal for donors to conply, so for
exanple, if you have three donors and you make an ad
buy and the ads don’t run ‘til a week or two |ater,
how can you know exactly when, so CFB is working with
us to make sure that the rules nake it clear and easy
for people to conply. | have al so heard from sone of
ny col |l eagues the first version of this bill had a
sentence clarifying that this independent expenditure
was not authorized by a candidate. In the tinme since
we had the first hearing, New York State has passed a
l aw, which while it doesn’t require donor disclosure,
does mandate a sentence “this nessage was not
expressly authorized or approved by any candi date,
their commttee or their agents,” so that sentence is
now required to be on all independent expenditures,
which is why we’ve renoved that simlar sentence from
our law, both to make sure that we’'re preenpted by
the state law and to nmake it as clean and as sinple
as possible for people to conply. Sone people have
flagged that the state |anguage is a little nuddy and
m ght be cleaned up and we’ Il be glad to talk to the
state about cleaning up that |anguage, but it was

i mportant for our purposes that we nake sure that we
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 8
not conflict with it or add to it in ways that would
provi de chal |l enges for our |aw

I want to flag I’ve talked to a |ot of ny
col | eagues, both those who were attacked by
I ndependent expenditures in |last cycle and those who
wer e supported by independent expenditures in the
| ast cycle, and there’s broad support for providing
nore di scl osure, making voters able to know what
they’ re getting and noving forward to clean up our
el ecti ons wherever people were, so | really
appreciate the work of the staff. | just want to
acknow edge Ben Smith, my policy director and M chael
Fr eedman- Schnapp, who did a lot of work on this bil
again, as | nentioned in addition to the staff of
this Conmttee and the chair. Thank you for the
i ndul gence, M. Chair, both to explain the rationale
for this, but also the changes.

OCh, one other thing | just want on the

| egi slative record as well. One other thing that
this bill that does is require information reporting
on... one problemw th these independent expenditures

is that sonetinmes they' re essentially Shel
Cor porations and there’s donors one, you know t hat

are behind those Shell Corporations. This bil
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 9
requires that the | argest donors to the |argest
donors to the independent expenditures are identified
to the CFB. That’'s a great step forward and | think
done in a smart way. W do want to flag we are not
| ooking to require reporting on contributions which
were not for electoral purposes, but which were
explicitly for sonme other kind of purpose, another
I ssue that | know the CFB will address in rul emaki ng
to nmake it as sinple as possible to conply, but also
gi ve the disclosure necessary for us to restore New
York Gty s elections Canpaign Finance systemto the
best in the country, so thank you very nuch, M.
Chai r man.

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: Thank you. 1'd like
to now call Henry Berger fromthe Mayor’s office. On
deck is Rachel FAuss from Citizens Union, their new
| egi slative director and congratul ations and I’'d al so
li ke to acknow edge for the record that anyone
wat ching this hearing today or online will be able to
find testinony provided by Ary Loprest, the Executive
Director for the New York City Canpai gn Fi nance
Board, in the record and also at this tinme, I would

like to recognize that we are joined by Commttee
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 10
menbers Mark Levine and Ritchie Torres, as well as
Margaret Chin and Brad Lander. M. Berger.

HENRY BERGER: Thank you, Chairnan
Kal | os, council nmenbers for the opportunity to be
here. First off all, 1'"d like to say we appreci ate
the extensive work that you’'ve all been doing on
these issues. | think it’s very hel pful and very
useful as we nove forward on this. |’mgoing to read
a very short statenent on the preconsidered bill on
Voter Guide and 1’1l then be available to answer
guesti ons.

On very rare occasions, referenda are
proposed for the ballot that present nearly
i nsurnount abl e barriers for the Canpai gn Fi nance
Board to neet its charter mandated obligation to
print and mail a Voter Guide. To tinely prepare a
printed Voter Cuide, the CFB nust begin to commt
resources at | east 60 days prior to Election Day.
Thi s comrences a process that costs the city
approximately $3 million. Wen a candidate from
muni ci pal office is on the ballot, the CFB knows it
has to print themand mail a Voter Guide and conmts
the resources to do so, but when the only issue on

the ballot is a referendum and that referendum has
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 11
been submitted late in the election cycle, it may
happen that 60 days before the election a
determ nati on has not been nade, whether the
referendum actually qualifies for the ballot.
Nonet hel ess, pursuant to the current charter
provisions, the CFB nust begin to commit the
resources to prepare the Voter Guide, even though
there may ultimately be no referendum on the ball ot,
and the noney spent will be wasted. This |egislation
provides that when it has not yet been determ ned
that there will be a referendumon the ballot 60 days
before the Election Day and there are no candi dates
on the ballot, the CFB will neet its obligation to
informthe voters of the referendumissue, if such
referendumis subsequently approved for the ballot,
by posting the information on its website rather than
printing and mailing a Voter GQuide. In today’s
el ectronic informati on age, as we provi de nore and
nore information online, this is a fair allocation of
limted city resources by providing necessary
information to the city’'s voters wi thout risking the
unnecessary waste of city dollars.

If you have any questions, I'd be glad to

answer them | think this is a fairly
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 12
straightforward bill, which deals with a fairly
significant problemfor the city and the CFB

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: Thank you for your
testinony. Wat are the estimted cost savings if
the Voter Guide is not printed and mailed to every
single registered voter?

HENRY BERGER: For a sinple Voter Quide,
whi ch woul d be short, if it’'s only a referendumthe
CFB estimates that it’'s about $3 million.

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: Thank you for the
initiative in that cost savings for the taxpayers.
What steps should or will the CFB be taking to ensure
that the voters receive sufficient information about
ballot initiatives in those years in which they do
not receive a Voter Quide?

HENRY BERGER: The CFB has presented
witten testinony and in that testinony they state
they’re going to do an extensive online publication
essentially of the information that woul d have been
in the Voters’ Cuide.

CHAI RPERSON KALLGS: Thank you. Does
anyone el se have a question? | recogni ze Margaret

Chi n.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 13

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Thank you, Chair
Kallos. |’mjust questioning the CFB and just | nean
on a website, how do you reach out to voters who are
not... who doesn’t use conputers and go on websites?

HENRY BERGER: Well, hopefully...

COUNCIL MEMBER CHIN: [interposing] A lot
of seniors, inmmgrant popul ation so how are those
voters going to be able to get this information?

HENRY BERGER: There will be some | oss of
comuni cation. Hopefully, the information that the
CFB does provide on the website will be picked up by
ERN nedi a, by the newspapers particularly, who foll ow
these things and that information will be avail abl e.
The issue is that in nost recent cases; there’'s this
year there was a case. The nobst recent case was 2009
before this. There was no determ nation 60 days
before and ultimately the matter wasn’'t on the
ballot, so the noney that was spent woul d’ ve been
wasted. This is a very, very rare circunstance. It
has to be a confluence of essentially three things:

1. There are no candidates on the ballot and even in
non- maj or you know, nunicipal election years there
are frequently special elections where there are

candi dates on the ballot. 2. The only issue on the
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 14
ballot is a referendumthat has not been submtted..
has not been cleared 60 days before and 3. The group
that submitted the referendum waited essentially ‘ti
the last mnute to submt the referendum There' s a
tinme period allocation, so for exanple, this year,
the referendum was submtted inmediately prior to
July 4th, which was the | ast possible date that it
coul d have been done, so it’s still in process. |If
it had been submtted earlier, and it coul d’ ve been
subm tted you know anytine earlier, the process would
have been conpl eted by now and we woul d know whet her
it’s on the ballot or not on the ballot. So the
nunber of tines this is going to happen is we believe
fleetingly rare and it’s sonething that’s entirely
within the control of the group that’s submitting the
ref erendum

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: | know, |
understand the... | nean the advantage of saving
taxpayer dollars. That's great, but | think there
needs to be nore of an effort to nake sure that
peopl e know that there is going to be a referendum
and not just on the website and not just count on
media picking it up. CFB can do nore in ternms of

reaching out to local nedia, ethnic nedia to |et
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 15
peopl e know that there is going to be a referendumif
that’'s the case and al so Board of El ections when they
send out information telling people that there’'s a
vote, that they need to... they could put sone
information on there that there’s going to be voting
on a referendum So at |east the information did get
out to the public and not just people who you know. . .

HENRY BERGER: [interposing] Yep.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: Are nore savvy or
nore informed if they check out a website.

HENRY BERGER: My understanding is that
the CFB is conmitted to doing that and that’s what
they’ ve indicated in their testinony.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Ckay.

HENRY BERGER: And | think that'Il be
hel pf ul .

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Yeah, Chair, so |
thi nk you want to make sure that that do happen
Ckay, thank you very much.

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS:  Counci | Menber Chin,
| prom se to have an oversight hearing with the
Canpai gn Finance Board this year and we’d wel cone you
to join us and that’s been requested by severa

menbers of the Commttee | ed by Council Menber
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 16
G eenfield. Does anyone el se have any questions for
the adm nistration? Thank you, M. Berger. Ah,
sure. Council Menber Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: No, | know
you're... thank you for your testinony. | know
you' re commenting on the bill under consideration,
but why not go in the direction of publishing it
online in every circunstance rather than only in
circunstances in which there are no candi dates on the
bal | ot ?

HENRY BERCER: Well, ultimately, that’s
within the power of the CFB. | would be very
surprised if everything they' re publishing hard copy
isn’t online already and will continue to be. You
know, the concern in major elections is that it not
be only online. | think as Council Menber Chin has
poi nted out, not everybody has access to that and
where it’s clear that there's going to be a nunici pal
matter on the ballot mailing does reach people that
online doesn’t reach, but you know, | think we're in
a time now where we’re noving nore and nore online,
but there are occasions when | think we have to keep

the hard copy available for a | ot of people.
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 17

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: So suppose you
had a year where there were no candi dates on the
bal l ot, but you had a initiative of singular
i mportance like termlimts. Wuld the CFB consi der
not only publishing it online, but actually sending a
hard copy to..

HENRY BERGER: | think that’'s up to the
CFB to determ ne

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Ckay, okay. That
speaks to ny questioning. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: Thank you, M.
Berger. At this time, 1'd Iike to recognize
Conmittee Menber Council Menber Mark Levine, who is
al so chair of the Jewi sh Caucus, where | serve as
vi ce-chair and under the precondition that he greet
Anbassador |do Aharoni, Consul General of the great
state of Israel and pass on ny wel cone and | believe
who' s al so one of ny constituents, so that being
said, and | know that that is comng up and I’'d to
recogni ze himto vote on all itens before the
Commi tt ee.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Thank you for the
accomodation, M. Chair and M. Vice-Chair and |

vote aye on all
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CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: Thank you. Rachel
Fauss, the new Legislative Director for Ctizens
Uni on, and congratul ati ons on your pronotion. It is
wel | -earned, well-deserved. Thank you for your years
of service. It is a pleasure to see you before this
Committee in your new role.

RACHEL FAUSS: Well, thank you for that
i ntroduction. Good norning, Chair Kallos and ot her
menbers of the Governnment Operations Conmittee and
again, ny nane is Rachel Fauss and |I'’mthe Director
of Public Policy for Ctizens Union. W’'re a
i ndependent non-partisan civic organi zati on of
menbers who pronote good governnent and advanced
political reformin the city and state of New YorKk.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment both on the
new i ntroduction, as well as the previous bills.

Briefly, on Intros 6 and 148-A, we were
pl eased to be at the press conference earlier today
announci ng they’ re passing out of Commttee. Just
wanted to briefly state we believe it’s inportant
that there be greater public transparency around who
i s spendi ng noney on canpai gns and on whi ch
candi dates and issues. These two bills, sponsored by

Counci| Menbers Lander and Garodnick, will pull back
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 19
the curtain and result in greater information being
provi ded to New Yorkers. New Yorkers want to know
who is behind the paid ad nessages that inform and
sonetimes influence their thinking on candi dates and
I ssues. You know, this is an exanple of the Counci
bei ng proactive. The election was just in 2013, but
you didn't need to wait ‘til 2017, so we're pleased
the Council’s |l ooking at this issue and | ook forward
to working with the CFB on the regul ati ons.

Regarding the introduction related to the
Vot er CGuide requirenents of the Canpai gn Fi nance
Board, we support the need to save taxpayer dollars
by not requiring the mailing of Voter CGuides to al
voters on a single ballot item which may not
ultimately make it on the ballot. Wile we support
the legislation, we ask the Council to exam ne
| egi slation that was introduced in the previous
session, Intro 769 of 2012, which would require the
CFB to expand upon its City Voter Cuide by publishing
a version during state and federal election years and
i nclude informati on about all state and federa
candi dates running for election. The CFB Voter Cuide
is an inmportant resource for voters during nunicipa

el ections and could play a simlar role for state and
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 20
federal elections as well. In doing so, perhaps it
woul d have nmade it easier to add this year’s ball ot
itemto an already planned printed Voter Guide. To
Counci |l Menber Chin’s point, | think given the short
time frame this year, it doesn’'t make sense to nove
forward on this initiative at this tine, but given
that it’s an expensive proposition to nail a guide to
all voters. |If you're going to do it, it would make
sense to get nore bang for your buck and to do it for
all elections to ensure that those who don’t have
access to the internet would be able to receive the
information. And | wel come any questions you may
have.

CHAI RPERSON KALLOS: Just want to echo
your testinony and support for having a Voter Cuide
published in New York City and in fact, statewide in
all elections and trying to work with whatever the
right vehicle is to make sure that it is published.
| think this is sonmething that | particularly have
been working on and there is a significant nulti-
mllion dollar cost in publishing it in the off
years; that being said, it’'s probably well worth it.
The bigger issue is within the Canpai gn Fi nance Board

those candidates are already working with the
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 21
Candi date Services Unit; however, Assenbly, Senate
and ot her candi dates woul d not necessarily have that
rel ati onshi p and. ..

RACHEL FAUSS: [interposing] Right.

CHAI RPERSON KALLOS: The candi dates CFB
al ready has for conpliance with their prograns...

RACHEL FAUSS: [interposing] Right.

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: So that being said,
we'd still like to work on that with your
institution. Do you have any concerns about the...
not having the Voter guide published this year for an
initiative, which may not actually be on the ballot?

RACHEL FAUSS: Well, in sonme ways it
could be nore confusing to voters to receive
something in the mail that is about a proposition
they can’t vote on. That’s something to consider.
think the inportant thing here is to make sure there
Is sufficient outreach through other neans. Having
worked with the Canpai gn Fi nance Board, we're
confident that they' |l be able to pronbote the issue
if and when it gets on the ballot.

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: Thank you. | just
want to make sure | recogni ze Council Menber Steve

Matt eo and Council Menber David G eenfield, who had
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COMWM TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 22
previously joined us. Does anyone have questions for

Citizens Union? Thank you very nmuch for your

testi nony.

RACHEL FAUSS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KALLOS: Now I'd like to
recogni ze Council Menber Ritchie Torres, who wll be
al so joining the General Consul... Consul Ceneral

fromlsrael and | ask that you also send ny regards.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Al t hough Mark
m ght be a better nessenger, but | vote aye on all.

CHAI RPERSON KALLOS: Thank you very nuch

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Thank you.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: Yeah. Hnf? So
actually we’'re about to do that, so we’ve now heard
all the testinony. |Is there anyone el se who w shes
to make testinony? |If so, you need to fill out one
of these cards. Seeing no one in the audi ence who
wants to, if you' re online please feel free to submt
it. We'dlove to receive it. Just anything that
passes here will be voted on tonorrow at the Stated,
and before | ask the clerk to call the roll, | wanted
to ask if anyone had any notions they w shed to nake.

[ background voice] | would | ove to have your conment,
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 23
absolutely, but I'’mjust going to close the door on
any notions hearing now and if anyone w shes to speak
before they vote. | recognize Council Menber Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Thank you, Chair
Kall os. Good norning. | just wanted to express ny
support for Intro 148, sponsored by Council Menber
Lander, which would increase the disclosure
requi renment for independent expenditure. This bill
is about protecting voters. Lately, in canpaigns,
voter will get these pieces of mail that |ook |ike
they cane fromone candidate or the other or that are
bl atant attack pieces. Wat nmay not be obvious to
themis that these mailers are actually funded by
I ndependent expendi ture and not backed by either
candi date. Voter deserve to know and need to know
who is actually paying for these mailers and ot her
canpai gn advertisenents. Keeping voters fully
informed is essential to protecting our denocratic
process, so while I amnot a Conmittee nenber and
cannot vote this norning, | would like to urge ny
col | eagues to support this. Thank you very nuch,

Chair.
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CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: Thank you and does
anyone el se wish to nake any statenents? Hearing
none, | now instruct the clerk to call the roll

COW TTEE CLERK: W I liam Martin,
Committee Clerk, roll call vote Commttee on
Gover nnent al Operations.

[ Pause]

COM TTEE CLERK: Itens are coupl ed.
Intro 6, 148-A and preconsi dered Introduction.
Counci | Menber Kall os.

CHAI RPERSON KALLOS: Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: G eenfi el d.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you.
M. Chairman. My | explain ny vote?

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: O course.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you,
M. Chairman. | do think today is a good day for
denocracy. Anytinme we can have nore transparency and
di scl osure we’'re certainly... and save nobney to boot,
we're certainly doing sonmething good and so | want to
congratul ate Council Menbers Lander, Garodni ck and of
course, yourself, Chair, for the work that you're
doing. | wll add though that | did have a concern

about Council Menber Lander’s bill, 148-A | believe
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that it’s a good law, but | think it could be a
better law and | think that really fromny view,
there’s really two parts to the comuni cati on when
you’' re doing an advertisenent, whether it’s on the
radio or in print. The first part is you want people
to know who’' s responsi ble for the advertisenent and |
think we’re doing that today in the | egislation and
that’s good. | think that the second part, which we
could do a better job with, is who is not responsible
and specifically I would have |liked to have seen very
cl ear | anguage stating that no candi date has approved
this nessage and there was no coordination with any
candi date or their commttee. However, after having
ext ended conversations with Council Menber Lander and
his staff, | recognize that they have sone concerns
about that |language in terns of as howit respects to
the constitutionality of the bill and how it would
i npact that and while we’re going to agree to
di sagree on whether or not, in fact, that would be
constitutional, I will obtain a heavy commtnment from
Counci | Menber Lander that he will work with us in
the future to address these concerns, both here on
the city and at the state to try to nake that clear

so that we have a nore conplete piece of |egislation
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to tell us not only who is responsible, but who is
al so not responsi bl e because we don’'t want for there
to be an inpression that a candi date who is supported
by an I E, which we saw happen in this last cycle,
when t he candi dates did not want the support of that
| E that sonme people would think that there is a
relationship there, in fact, that doesn’t exist. So
out of deference to Council Menber Lander, and in
consi deration of his pledge to work with us on the
city and state to try to inprove this |legislation, I
vote aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK: WMatt eo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  May | be excused
to explain ny vote?

CHAI RPERSON KALLGOS: O course.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ | wanted to
congratul ate my col | eague, Brad Lander, Chair Kall os,
Dan Garodnick on the passage of these bills. | do
have concerns on 148-A, which |I’ve discussed with you
and Council staff and I want to echo the comrents of
nmy col |l eague, Council Menber Geenfield. | l|ived..
and nost of... and a |l ot of the new freshman counci
menbers lived with third party expenditures in our

canpai gns and when | wal ked door to door and there
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were canpaign literature in the mail boxes, ny
constituents, who didn’t know where they canme from
and just assuned they cane fromne. You live it, you
understand it and that is why | think the bill can be
stronger and I’min total agreenment w th Counci
Menmber Greenfield that we can nmake the | anguage
stronger. | comend the intent of the bill, but I
think we just... we have to work together noving
forward to nake sure that you know, that no candi date
di d approve this nessage. | think that’s strong
| anguage. | think it’s the right |anguage and |
appreciate the commtnment fromthe Chair and Counci
Menber Lander to work with us noving forward.
think it’s an inportant issue and one we need to
di scuss further because at the end of the day, we
want to pass bills with the right intent and not
cause uni ntended consequences and in this case, that
could be confusion. So I'’mgoing to vote yes and |
| ook forward to continuing dial ogue on the very
i mportant issue that we’ve raised today. Thank you.

COM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of five in
the affirmative, zero in the negative and no
abstentions, all itens have been adopted. Menbers,

pl ease sign the commttee reports. Thank you
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CHAI RPERSON KALLOS: Hereby adjourn this
meeti ng.

[ gavel ]
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