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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 4

CHAI RPERSON DROVW  Good norning. |’'m
Counci | Menber Daniel Dromm Chair of the Education
Committee. This norning we’ll be voting on an
i ntroduction, a Local Law to establish a programin
relation to the enploynent of school bus drivers,
attendants, dispatchers and mechanics by qualified
enpl oyer and a Resolution calling on New York State
Legi slature to pass and for the Governor to sign
| egi sl ation that woul d nmandat e enpl oyee saf eguards
for experienced bus drivers, attendants, dispatchers
and mechanics as part of all current and future bus
contracts. The legislation would provide a subsidy
to experienced workers who lost their benefits in the
| ast contract by making grants through the bus
conpanies. | believe this legislation wuld undo a
terrible injustice that was commtted by the | ast
Adm ni stration. There are two predom nant public
purposes that this legislation serves. First, it
protects our children by ensuring that they continue
to have experienced people transporting themto and
fromschool. Wen it conmes to our children and their
safety, we cannot settle for second best. And as
long as--as a long tine teacher, | can attest to the

val ue that these workers add to a child's and also to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 5

a teacher’s day. Second, it ensures that people’s
wages and benefits are protected. Sonme people,
through no fault of their own, have had their wages
and benefits reduced making it harder for themto
neet the cost of everyday life. W heard from sone
of these dedicated workers at a hearing, and it is
with themin mnd that | urge you to vote yes on this
| egislation. And I would |ike to thank Counci
Menbers M|l er and Eugene for their work on this
issue, and | urge ny colleagues to vote yes on both
pi eces of legislation, and with that, I’mgoing to
ask the clerk to call the vote.

COUNCIL CLERK: W/l liam Martin, Committee
Cerk, Roll Call Vote Conmttee on Educati on.
Counci | Menber Drommf?

COUNCI L MEMBER DROW | vote aye

COUNCI L CLERK: Gentile?

COUNCI L MEMBER CGENTI LE:  Aye.

COUNCI L CLERK:  Chin?

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Aye on all

COUNCI L CLERK:  King?

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Aye on all.

COUNCI L CLERK: Barron?
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 6

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: May | be excused
to explain ny vote?

CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: As you’ ve
I ndi cated, having had experience in the Board of
Educati on, having spent 36 years with them you and |
and others Alan Misel in particular, know how
i mportant transportation is and the tone that’'s set
on that bus and children comng inis critical to a
good start to the day, and | think it’s only right
that these enpl oyees be granted the protections that
were taken away by the Adm nistration that was very
punitive, and I’mvery pleased to vote aye on all.

CHAI RPERSON DROW  Thank you.

COUNCI L CLERK:  Garodni ck?

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Thank you.
M. Chairman, may | have perm ssion to explain ny
vot e?

CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Thank you.
|’ m going to be voting today no on the intro and yes
on the reso. And | wanted to explain ny rationale.
The goal here, | believe, is admrable and | have

great respect for ny coll eagues who have i ntroduced
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 7
this legislation, protect the bus drivers who' ve
either lost their jobs or being forced to take a pay
cut as a result of last year’s contracts. | think
there are all kinds of things that we should do to
hel p these drivers, including asking Al bany to change
the law to allow us to take seniority into account in
the current bidding process, and | support that. But
our procurenent process needs to maintain its
integrity and our constitutional |aw cannot be
ignored. This unfortunately is a legally questionable
proposal and it sets a bad precedent. First, the
state constitution prohibits New York City from
giving noney directly to a private corporation unless
there is a predom nant public purpose. Sone exanples
m ght include an econom c devel opnent subsidy for
busi ness or a tax break for affordabl e housing.
Gving a grant to supplenent the salary of enpl oyees
in an existing settled contract can only reasonably
be viewed as a predom nantly private purpose. The
public rationale is continuity and quality of
service, wage and incone inequality and | abor peace.
Suppl enenti ng wages in a signed contract between
private actors may be sonething that we very nuch

want to do, but to call it a public purpose is a
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 8
stretch. Second, it sets a bad precedent for
procurenment and it creates an expectation that we can
do this for others. The citizen’ s budget conm ssion
warned that if passed, this would underm ne the
integrity of the city’'s regul ar bidding and
contracting process. Renenber, the bus conpanies
that lost the bid here lost it because they were
willing to pay nore noney to their workers. The 16
conpani es that won the bid were the ones that were
willing to cut salaries. W’re now supplenenting the
sal aries of the workers of those wage cutting
busi nesses. Have we conducted a fair process here?
Al so, if the Council can suppl enment wages on the
basis of incone inequality or |abor peace, then
there's absolutely no limt to the areas where we
m ght be tenpted or asked to create a grant program
for other industries that have pay inequities whether
or not a contract exists. Third, despite assurances,
there is no guarantee that this would be a one-shot
deal. There is an effort, obviously to change the
law in Al bany to allow for enpl oyee safeguards in
future bus contracts, despite the Adm nistration’s
confidence that this will be successful, things do

not always work out the way expect in Al bany. And if
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 9
that effort fails for whatever reason, we m ght
expect that the Administration will be back to the
council for nore grant noney. In that situation
there woul d be no basis to suppl enment the wages of
t hese workers, but not the rest. Finally, and thank
you, M. Chairman, for this opportunity, we did not
budget this 42 mllion dollars. W did not account
for it in the process that ended in June and the
savi ngs achieved in the current contracts have been
i ncorporated into our financial plan for various
services. Those will have to be reduced to pay for
this, and it is an amful lot of noney to be all ocated
out si de of budget deliberations and in a rather
accelerated tine frane. The intent here is good, but
we need to respect the |law and not to turn our
procuremnment process on its head in support of
ot herwi se worthy goals. And again, | vote yes on the
Reso and no on the Intros. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L CLERK: W/ Iians?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Pass.

COUNCI L CLERK: Levine?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVINE: Perm ssion to
briefly explain ny vote, M. Chair?

CHAI RPERSON DROW  Yes.
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 10

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Ckay, thank you.
In my district the significant nunber of the children
who are riding these buses are special needs, and
t hese are wonderful, wonderful young people, though
al so challenging to work with, and they need and
benefit from professionals with experience and
expertise. And they' re often spending as nmuch as two
hours a day on these buses, and | talk to famlies
who report that the lives of their children are
significantly inpacted for better or for worse based
on the quality of the professional services they're
receiving during this bus tinme. And they are
prof oundl y concerned about the |ack of experience now
since we’'ve | ost so many veteran workers. So, | wll
be proudly voting yes on this |egislation because |
do believe it serves the benefit of providing the
best care to all children, particularly special needs
children during this critical period of the day.
Thank you

COUNCI L CLERK:  Mui sel ?

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Yes.

COUNCI L CLERK: Reynoso?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO  Yes.

COUNCI L CLERK:  Treyger?
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 11

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYCGER:  Yes.

COUNCI L CLERK: WIIlians?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

CHAI RPERSON DROW  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you. 1’ m
going to be voting yes, but I wanted to make sure |
explain ny vote. | want to align nyself with a | ot of
the comments particularly of ny coll eague Counci
Menmber Garodni ck. | am concerned about any fl ood
gates that this may open. | also want to be clear
that should this cone up again even for the sane
group of folks, I would not be voting for it. 1’m
al so concerned that people who bidded correctly when
asked are going to be punished now by not having
these contracts. The thing that nopst concerns ne is
we seemto have found a | ot of noney that we did not
have oversi ght over, and in whatever job I'min |
take it very seriously, and as a Council Menber ny
job now, perhaps if I was a Mayor | m ght think
differently, but nmy job right nowis to have--be a
bal ance to what the Mayor presents us, and fromthe
questions | asked, it seens that they may have even

up to a billion dollars that we no nothing about. It
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 12
makes it seens as if nothing happens if these | ose
this 42 mllion dollars. 1It’s comng fromthe
enmergency transportation fund, yet we don’t have to
worry about anything. There’s no accounting of what
will we |ose when we get this. So that concerns ne,
and if we do have this billion dollars, there’'s a |ot
of projects that | believe many of us would also |ike
to see funded a little bit better. So | think it’s
al so our job to nake sure that we keep on that
question of the funding, what other funding is out
there and what other projects we can be filling the
gaps on. Still, in the final analysis, what's naking
me vote yes is | believe our governnent has done a
l ot of things that there have been a | ot of questions
to and assisted corporations at their m sfortune of
wor ki ng people, and I’mproud to be part of a
governnment and Adm nistration that wll push the
envel ope in trying to hel p working people. | do
believe this is a little unique in that | believe
they were intentionally, this was done intentionally
to them This was particularly egregious and we do
bel i eve we may have an answer com ng soon. So, it’s
good to nmaybe nake this a kind of stop-gap neasure in

hopes that it will be fixed, but we should be honest
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 13
about what we’'re doing and why we’'re doing it so that
transparency and clarity, and I'Il be voting yes.
Thank you

COUNCI L CLERK: Levin?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Thank you, M.
Chairman. 1’mgoing to be voting yes on this Intro,
but I also want to express sone reservations. You
know, we have this year and through our budget and
through legislation thus far with the new
Adm nistration, wth the de Blasio Adm nistration,
done many things that have sought to undo sone of the
damage that was done during the Bl oonberg
Admi nistration. This was a particularly egregi ous
exanpl e where we had hearings Chaired by our
col | eague Robert Jackson in the Education Conmttee
in the previous termon this new bus driver contract,
bus matron contract, and we expressed vi gorous
descent to how they were playing that out and | think
that this is another exanple where we are seeking to
address particular shortcom ngs that were put in
pl ace by the Bl oonberg Adm nistration. However, the
other tinmes that we’ve done that, though, this year
it’s been through the budget process. |It’s been

t hrough budget hearings and deliberations that are
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 14
specifically ained at how we are going to allocate
resources and funds in New York Gty's fiscal 15
budget. This is outside of that process. |
understand that it’s unique. However, | did want to
get on the record that | have sone concern with this
bei ng outside of our established charter nandated and
ri gorous budget process that we all take very
seriously. So, I'’mgoing to voting aye. | think it
is the right thing to do, and it is seeking to
address particularly egregi ous shortcom ngs put in
pl ace by the previous Adm nistration, but in the
future, I would hope that we can do this through a
budget process and not through a m d-year
| egi slation. Thank you. And | vote aye on all.

COUNCI L CLERK: Deut sch?

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: 1’11 be very
brief. | agree with ny colleague, Council Menber
Levin, and | just want to say | will vote aye on all.

Thank you
CHAI RPERSON DROVW  Ckay, so yes, |I'd
li ke to now give Council Menber Daneek M|l er an
opportunity to say a few words about the | egislation.
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Thank you,

Counci | Menber Dronmm Thank you for your |eadership
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 15
in this hearing and to ny col |l eagues that have voted
in the affirmative, we really appreciate that vote
because for us to do nothing would continue to
perpetuate the injustice that had been placed on
t hese workers and nost of all these children based on
the past Adm nistration. And for us in this room
that there’ s absolutely sonme concern about the
procuremnment process, not just in this process, but
noving forward. | think in ny short tenure here we
have all seen sone shortcomings in the procurenent
process, but and with all due respect to ny coll eague
Garodnick, | beg to differ that services subsidized
in many, many ways whi ch has been denonstrated
t hrough finance today and on other occasions, but
that’s not here for debate today. | think it’s just
as we fix this today, as we bring justice to this
i njust situation and we do right by our children
today, that there is certainly tine obligation and
responsibility to address the procurenent process as
we nove forward. And | would hope that we will do
that, but today |I’'mjust proud to be a part of this
| egislation and | thank all ny colleagues for voting

yes.
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 16

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  (Ckay, and before we
announce the vote, | also want to thank staff who
worked so hard on this, particularly Asia Schanburg
[sp?] who has been--who's absent today because she’s
sick, Matt Carlin [sp?], Jan Atwel |, Joan Pol vom
[sp?], Gafar Zallaf [sp?], Christina Perodi [sp?],
Medi na N zanitidine [sp?], Latonya Mkenny [sp?],
Regi na Porera-Ryan [sp?] and Lyle who's filling in
for Asia today. They worked hard over the weekend
and just trying to get everything right on this and
|’ mvery appreciative of your efforts. And if the
clerk will now announce the vote.

COUNCI L CLERK:  Preconsi dered
I ntroducti on has been adopted by a vote of 12 in the
affirmative, 1 in the negative, no abstentions, and
Preconsi dered Resol uti on has been adopted by a vote
13 in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no
abstentions. Council Menbers, please sign the
conm ttee reports. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON DROVW  Ckay, thank you very
much. This neeting is now adj our ned.

[ gavel ]
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