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[ background conmmrent s]

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: ' Kay.

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Good afternoon
everybody. [background conments] Welcone. Thank
you for comng to our very special joint hearing
between the Conm ttees of Parks and Recreation and
Recovery and Resiliency. |'m Mark Levine, Chair of
the Parks Commttee and you' Il be hearing shortly
fromny coll eague, Chair Mark Treyger, Chair of
Recovery and Resiliency. Qur Commttees today w ||
be focusing on the issue of rebuilding the parks and
beaches that were affected by Hurricane Sandy and we
wi |l explore the question of which neasures the Parks
Departnent is putting in place to prepare parks and
beaches to be nore resilient ahead of the inevitable
next maj or storm

The Committees will also hear Intro 0074,
sponsored by our coll eague, Council Menber Andy King,
who | believe is here, and that would require the
creation of a process by which Cty agencies and
| ocal electric corporations can nore efficiently
oper ate toget her when downed or danaged trees

intermx with electrical wres.
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And the Parks Committee will also hear a
Preconsi dered street co-namng bill which wll
cerenonially name 64 streets and thoroughfares
t hroughout the City.

This is the first hearing on both bills
and the Commttee will not be voting on these bills
at this hearing.

When Hurricane Sandy hit on Mbnday,

Cct ober 29th of 2012, it laid waste not only to hones
and busi nesses, but also to parks, beaches and trees.
Thousands of trees were knocked down by the storm or
had to be cut down; thousands nore were damaged by
the salt water flooding into their roots. Hurricane
Sandy i nundated over 5,700 acres of the park system
damaged approxi mately 430 acres, destroyed nearly
five mles of the Rockaway boardwal k, caused over
$800 nmillion worth of damage to parks, and noved over
a mllion cubic yards of sand inland fromthe beaches
into back yards, streets and hones. Qur city
responded heroically to this devastation. The Parks
Departnment and a wide array of City agencies
nobi li zed in an unprecedented fashion to reopen our
beaches and boardwal ks in time for the 2013 sunmmer

season. The U. S. Arny Corps of Engi neers and
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t housands of volunteers fromacross the city and
region also played a critical role in the massive

cl eanup and rebuilding effort. This effort is of
course still ongoing, with some beach cl osures
remai ni ng even now, 20 nonths after Sandy. The City
has not yet finalized its plan for reconstruction of
t he Rockaway boardwal k, the placenent of roughly 3
mllion cubic yards of sand is still ongoing and
critical berns are still being constructed at beaches
in Staten |Island and Rockaway beach

The pace of reconstruction has been
hanpered by the inexcusably sl ow pace of
rei mbursenment the Parks Departnent has received from
FEMA. At a recent budget hearing, the Parks
Departnent testified that they have to date received
| ess than half of the $72.4 mllion in reinbursenents
we are due for expense costs fromthe Federa
Governnent and we have not yet received any capital
rei mbursements from FEMA so far.

W hope to hear an update today on those
nunbers, along with testinony on what obstacles, if
any, are preventing the full reinbursenent.

The Parks Departnent Capital Division has

been tested |i ke never before over the past year-and-
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a-half by the nmassive post Sandy reconstruction
needs. This has inpacted the pace of capital
projects in parks systemw de, not just in storm
affected areas. These capacity constraints have
contributed to delays of up to four years for even
the small est projects. The Council is pushing for
the CGty's budget to fund an additional 55 staff
menbers for the Capital Division in order to help
alleviate this crisis.

Sadly, Sandy will not be the | ast
Super st orm whi ch pounds our city's coastline, so we
hope to explore today the ways in which
reconstruction of our beaches and boardwal ks w ||
create nore resilient infrastructure better able to
wi t hstand the next nmjor weather event. But better
infrastructure can only do so nmuch to protect our
city in an era of global climte change, rising sea
| evel s and increasingly extreme negastorns. | hope
today's hearing will serve as a sobering rem nder
that all of us need to treat reduction of greenhouse
gas em ssions as the greatest inperative of our age.

Qur hearing today will focus on the nore
prosaic matters of building and near-termresiliency,

but | nonethel ess | ook forward to a robust discussion
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on these inportant topics. Thank you. And now |'m

gonna pass it off to ny coll eague today, Chair

Treyger.

CO CHAI R TREYGER: Thank you, Chair
Levine. Good afternoon, | am Mark Treyger, Chair of
the Committee on Recovery and Resiliency. | wanna

wel come everyone to this joint hearing and | wanna
agai n thank ny co-chair of this hearing, Mark Levine,
who is the Chair of the Conmttee on Parks and
Recreation, for both his | eadership and his
dedication to inproving all of our city's parks.
Today's topic is an exam nation of our
city's parks and beaches, both as they recovery from
Hurri cane Sandy and as we prepare for the next storm
In previous hearings this Commttee has exam ned the
City's recovery plans for housing, for smal
busi nesses, for public housing and for
infrastructure; in those hearings | repeatedly said
that the City's recovery will be judged not by
announcenents for presentations, but by what is
actually delivered to the comunity. Today's topic
is no different, our city's parks and beaches are

literally our frontline defense against future
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stornms. Approxinmately a third of our city's
shoreline is made up of park | and.

There would be little sense in spending
mllions of dollars to rebuild hones and busi nesses
today if we're only to |l eave themvul nerable to
flooding tonmorrow. We will be judged by how well we
rebuild and how well protected we are in future
storns.

Currently one of the key el enents of our
protection plan seens to be the building of dunes and
berns al ong our coastlines to place a raised barrier
bet ween our communities and potential flood waters,
but these are only effective if they are well built
and mai ntai ned. Unfortunately, we have heard reports
that sone of the berns already built are crunbling or
falling apart. | understand that there is currently
an insufficient amount of dune grass, which plays a
vital role in holding dunes together, available for
us to plant in all of the berns we have construct ed.
Even worse, we have heard that bernms in Staten I|sland
are being damaged by ATV riders, using themas an
of f-road driving course. These communities believe
that the protection and nai ntenance of these berns is

just as critical as their construction and shoul d be
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treated just as seriously. W hope to have a
di scussi on today on how we can best protect these
berns from future damage

| am al so concerned about the current
protective plans or |ack of plans for the beaches in
Bri ghton Beach and Coney Island. W are aimng to
protect the Rockaway coast wi th dunes and berns; we
are aimng to protect the Staten Island shore with
berms in one of the w nning rebuil d-by-design
proposals, which calls for the building of berns to
protect Lower Manhattan. Yet in Coney I|sland, where
wat er cane up over the ocean, over the boardwal k in
sone areas into hones, | have been told berns are not
needed. Quite frankly, the costs are too high when
we are wong when it cones to flood protection and it
strikes nme as sensible that we over prepare rather
than under repair. | hope we will be able to discuss
this issue today.

Finally, these conmttees would also |ike
to hear an update on the status of trees that were in
the flooded areas. Salt water and other contam nants
damaged or killed thousands of trees after the storm
sone of which were renoved and some of which were

weakened but left to be periodically inspected. W
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hope to hear nore about the progress of those
i nspections and how many weakened trees remained in
the affected areas. W would also |like to hear the
Departnent's progress on the replacenents of downed
or renoved trees, including if nore salt-tol erant
species are being introduced to these areas. The
truth of the matter is is that we have all these
recovery prograns for hones and busi nesses but if we
get this part of the recovery wong, if we don't
build up the frontline of defense of our parks and
beaches, then we may find ourselves right back to
square one. So this is an inportant topic and | | ook
forward to hearing fromthe affected residents and
fromthe admnistration on these issues so we can
nove forward together.

I'd like to repeat what the Chair
nmenti oned about over $800 million in park capital
danmage were done, we still have damaged parks, park
| and across the City, we have received zero dollars
thus far from FEMA and today we' |l be exam ni ng what
is the log jam and how we can best nove forward to
make sure that every conmunity inpacted by Sandy gets
the recovery dollars needed and how best we can nove

forward. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you so rnuch
Chair Treyger. | want to acknow edge we have
col | eagues here with us today, including Counci
Menber Mai sel from Brooklyn, Council Menber King from
t he Bronx, Council Menber Mendez from Manhattan
Counci | Menber Chin from Manhattan, and Counci
Menber Matteo from Staten Island. This is the 11th
hour in budget negotiations and so | wanna warn you
that you'll be seeing menbers conming in and out
t hroughout our hearing; don't take that as a personal
affront; it's a very busy day for all of us. See,
we' ve been al so joined by our Majority Leader, Jimy
Van Braner. Thank you very nmuch. [ background
comments] Okay. W nderful. GCkay. [background
comment] Alright. W're now gonna turn it over to
the adm nistration for their testinony. [background
comment] Thank you.

LI AM KAVANAGH: Good afternoon Chairs
Levi ne and Treyger and nenbers of both the Parks and
Recreati on and Recovery and Resiliency Comrittees. |
am Li am Kavanagh, First Deputy Comm ssioner for the
New York City Departnent of Parks and Recreation and

on behal f of our Conmm ssioner...[interpose]
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CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Deputy Comnm ssi oner,
| apol ogi ze, but we're under instructions nowto
swear in those who are testifying;, not a personal
attack on your integrity by any neans, but |I'm gonna
ask my co-chair here to conduct the swearing in.
Mar k, can you go forth? [sic]

CO CHAI R TREYGER:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Ckay.

CO CHAIR TREYCER: Do you swear or affirm
to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothi ng but
the truth in your testinony before this conmttee and
to respond honestly to Council Menber questions?

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yes.

CO CHAI R TREYGER: 'Kay. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON LEVI NE:  One nore further
i nprovi sation on the agenda; |'mtold that Council
Menmber King needs to | eave and would |like to nmake a
very brief statement in support of his bill, so M.
Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG |'m gonna speed
t hrough... speed read through this, [laughter] but I
apol ogi ze, but | have to get back into E and T [sic]
nmeeting right now But M. Conmmi ssioner, | wanna

t hank you; M. Chairs, Levine and Treyger, Parks
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Conmittee, Recreation and Recovery and Resiliency.
"' m Council| Menber Andy King; | represent the 12th
District in the Bronx and today you're gonna hear
information that involves [sic] Intro 0074, which is
a deficiency in tinely renoval of trees downed as a
result of a severe weather event.

In ny district, Superstorm Sandy, there
was a w despread of power failures due to high w nds
whi ch were knocked down [sic] and power |ines. At
this tine | was still a candidate running, so |
wasn't even a part of the infrastructure here, but |
saw how the response to appear time for utility
conpani es and Parks Departnent and the Sanitation
Departnent were significantly del ayed because of |ack
of coordi nated responses; | was out on the street
trying to flag down trucks and find out what was
going on and there was no coordi nated effort between
t hose agenci es.

According to Con Edison, there's over
16,970 mles of overhead cabl es running throughout
the five boroughs of the City of New York; according
to MIlion Trees NYC, there are also 592,130 trees in
New York City streets. During severe weather events

such as Superstorm Sandy, when a tree fell on a power
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line, the Parks or the Sanitation Departrment will
respond to the scene for tree renoval; however, they
were unable to do so because they needed to wait for
Con Edison to respond to check whether or not the
power |ines were alive or not and there was a
devastati on wi despread of their whole grid.

Conver sely, when Con Edi son responded to the scene
first, they couldn't repair a power |ine because
there was a tree on it. So when the Sanitation or
Parks got there, they couldn't do anything because of
the power |ine and when Con Ed got there, there was a
probl em because they coul dn't do anything because
there was a tree on the power line. So this Intro
0074 is designated to nake sure that there's a

dedi cat ed conmuni cati on between the Parks Depart nent,
Departnment of Sanitation and the Ofice of Energency
Managenment and | ocal power utility conpanies and to
assi st and ensure a quick and efficient response to
power failures as a result of downed power |ines felt
by trees. Intro 0074 will require the Ofice of
Managenent and Departnent of Sanitation, |ocal

el ectric corporations to devel op a protocol for
renoval of trees that have been downed or damaged as

a result of weather clinmate events. The bill wll
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al so require these institutions to establish and
response teamto act in concert after receiving

information regarding to the status of downed or

damaged trees. | believe with the increase of nunber

of trees being planted in New York City, coupled wt
the vulnerability of our city to severe weat her
events, this is another step in hel pi ng expedite our
recovery tine. |I'mlooking forward; unfortunately
"' m not gonna be here long, but I know there's gonna
be great testinony that's gonna happen and what ever
can do to help be part of that conversation to nake
sure that we don't have this m scomunication but
there's a dedicated resource to deal with these

chal l enges; |1'm |l ooking forward to doi ng whatever |

can and work with you, Deputy Conm ssioner, and thank

you again for your tinme and energy and effort today.
LI AM KAVANAGH:  You' re wel cone.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you, Counci

Menber King. | want to acknowl edge we've been joined

by two of our colleagues fromthe Parks Comittee,

Counci | Menber Mealy from Brookl yn and Council Menber

Cohen fromthe Bronx. And now Deputy Comm ssi oner

apol ogi ze, the floor is indeed yours.

h
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LI AM KAVANAGH. Once agai n, good
afternoon, [laughter] Chairs Levine and Treyger and
menbers of both the Parks and Recreati on and Recovery
and Resilience Cormmittee; | am Li am Kavanagh, First
Deputy Comm ssioner for the New York City Departnent
of Parks and Recreation and on behal f of our
Conmi ssioner, Mtchell Silver, | thank you for
allowing ne to speak before you today about our work
in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy. |'mjoined
here by Dan Zarrilli, Deputy Director of the Mayor's
Ofice of Rebuilding and Resiliency...

DAN ZARRILLI: Recovery and Resiliency.

LI AM KAVANAGH  Recovery and Resiliency,
excuse ne, who will assist me in answering your
guestions today.

Sandy forever changed the | andscape of
the Gty; the stormforced us to rethink our
policies, procedures and park devel opnent plans. W
shared much of this with the Council in February of
| ast year and what we will do today is to provide an
overview of our efforts around resiliency and our
t houghts related to building for the future.

The damage caused by Superstorm Sandy was

catastrophic; we estimate over $830 million in
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damages to parks and park properties cityw de. Aside
from nonetary damages, Sandy inundated roughly 5, 700
acres of our 29, 000-acre park system [ background
comments] and danmaged approxi mately 400 park sites.
Wth 27 percent of the GCty's shoreline in our
jurisdiction, our beaches bore the brunt of the storm
surge, as nearly 3 mllion cubic yards of sand was

di spl aced from our beaches. Sandy's inpact on
natural resources was equally as destructive, as
nearly 20,000 trees in the New York City park system
natural areas, park |ands and on streets were
damaged. We estimate an additional 10,000 trees
suffered salt water inundation as a result of the
storm This was by far the biggest stormin ternms of
tree danage the City has ever faced and to put in
perspective, during Hurricane lrene, a total of 3,444
street trees were lost; over 10,000 were destroyed
during Sandy, so the scale is very different and
dramatically different.

W | earned nany | essons fromthe storm --
first was that when we are able to properly design
and plan parks and open spaces they can wthstand
severe weat her better than if they had not been

desi gned for those purposes and in nmany cases they




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMM TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON, JO NTLY W TH COMM TTEE ON RECOVERY AND RESILIENCY 18

act as the first line of defense, providing an al
too inportant role during a tine when areas of the
city need as much protection as possible, nust as
Counci | Menber Treyger nentioned in his opening
remar ks.

Qur teamin the Capital D vision worked
nonstop to clean, repair and open parks with a
particular focus on the 14 mles of New York City's
beaches; we wanted to conplete as nmuch as possible in
time for the 2013 beach season. Qur goal was not
only to rebuild, but to do so with resiliency in
mnd, integrating strategies to protect and enhance
the community, public space and infrastructure. 1'd
like to share a few exanpl es of our work around those
conmuni ti es.

Qur goal was to clean up our sites,
i nspect to ensure that they were safe, open up where
possi bl e and rebuild the damaged sites with a focus
on resiliency. Doing so required a trenmendous anount
of planning and coordination with a nunber of
agencies across city, state and federal governnents.
Wiile the list of agencies we partnered with to date
is extensive, we would especially like to thank the

U S. Arny Corps of Engineers and the State Departnent
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of Environnental Conservation, as well as our sister
agencies fromaround the Cty for their invaluable
part nership.

Parks staff inspected al nost 2,000 parks
and pl aygrounds in the inmedi ate aftermath of the
stormto assess damage. W're proud of what we
acconplished; to date 99 percent of our properties
are open and our inspections have identified over
$830 million in danages to 420 park sites.

In Brooklyn, working with the Army Corps
of Engi neers, 600,000 cubic yards of sand was punped
onto the beaches of Coney Island | ast sumrer.

St eepl echase Pier was reconstructed and we installed
stormresi stant nodul ar buil di ngs el evat ed above,
wel | above the 100-year flood plain.

Al'so in Brooklyn, along the Coney Island
boardwal k, while working to rebuild the area in a
nore strong and resilient fashion, a major project
currently occurring is the rebuilding of Nautilus
Park. Since Superstorm Sandy, New York City Parks
has dedi cated over $1 million towards enhancing this
out door space. Nautilus was damaged during the
storm especially the play equipnent, which was

corroded due to salt water inundation. This
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construction includes handball courts, basket bal
courts and replacenent of other play equipnent and
beaches.

I n Rockaway, which bore the brunt of the
storm we continue to work to build in a manner that
not only returns the beach and boardwal k to its
former glory, but build for the future. W have
constructed a nunber of boardwal k islands, installed
baffle walls, bernms and the aforenenti oned nodul ar
bui l dings. W used recaptured boardwal k wood washed
away by the stormto create new el evated seating
areas and even as we speak, the Arny Corps of
Engi neers is currently punping upwards of 3 mllion
cubi c yards of sand on the beach, and we have
renovated our buildings to elevate utilities and
i ncorporate elenents to make our facilities as
wat erti ght as possi bl e.

In Staten Island we repaired two-and-a-
half mles of boardwal k and installed over 26,000
linear feet of interimshoreline protection, from
Sout h Beach to Conference House ParKk.

In the Bronx we repaired the Orchard
Beach Promenade and repaired paving stones that were

uplifted during the storm As evident by the recent
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concert at Orchard Beach featuring Jennifer Lopez, we
believe O chard Beach is back and bei ng enjoyed as
much as ever.

Parks are nost resilient when there is a
strong sense of conmunity stewardship and
opportunities for engagenent; we heard this
t hroughout the city, nost notably in Rockaway, where
the coommunity was eager to partner with us throughout
the rebuil ding process. Parks |ed a conceptual
pl anni ng process that created a blueprint for a
conpr ehensi ve park system from Beach 2nd to Beach
49th Street, beach to bay; we held many conmunity
neetings and are pleased to have the support of
Conmunity Board 14, l|ocal elected officials,

i ncludi ng Council Menbers U rich and Richards, as
well as civic and conmmunity | eaders. The plan

i ncl udes reconmendations to replace recreational
anmenities lost in the storm These anenities are
being built with resiliency in mnd.

Community stewardship is one of the
cornerstones of our efforts; in the aftermath of the
storm our Partnerships for Parks program worKking
with NYC Service, facilitated 125 cl eanup events,

bringing nearly 8,000 volunteers to our parks,
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pl aygrounds and beaches and recreation centers. Qur
vol unteers collected nore than 22,000 bags of debris
al one.

On Jamai ca Bay, Rockaway Park Restoration
Corps al so worked to enhance stewardship; the Corps
advances physical and social resiliency by offering
enpl oynent and educati onal opportunities that result
in ecological restoration and comrunity protection.
In 2013, the Corps hired 200 trainees to perform
cl eanup work and comunity outreach after Superstorm
Sandy; the Corps renoved enornous anounts of sand
fromstreets and boardwal ks and ot her places where it
was difficult to get heavy equi pnent, collected over
10, 000 bags of debris, naintained over 5,700 young
street trees and planted flowers and shrubs and
gardens throughout the comrunity, in both Rockaway
and around Jamai ca Bay.

Twenty-seven percent of the Cty's
shoreline is in Parks' jurisdiction; Superstorm Sandy
f oreshadowed t he ongoi ng chal l enges -- clinate change
and sea level rise -- well posed [sic] for open
spaces, comunities, infrastructure and the
waterfront in general. Data fromthe New York Panel

on Cimate Change indicates that sea |l evel rise and
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cli mate change present vast chall enges to open spaces
and conmunities. By the 2020s, approxinmately 6,600
acres of park land will be in the 100-year fl ood
plain and by the 2050s; park land in the 100-year
flood plain will increase to approxi mately 7,400
acres. Cdimte change will inpact open space in
nei ghbori ng communi ti es through higher tenperatures,
sea |l evel rise, increased precipitation and fl ooding
and ecosystem changes.

There are two nmgjor plans that New York
City is inplenmenting concurrently in the aftermath of
Superstorm Sandy. The first plan created, called "A
Stronger More Resilient New York" pledges to increase
resiliency through 257 initiatives that aimto
strengt hen coastal defenses, as well as upgrade and
protect infrastructure to nake our nei ghborhoods
safer and nore vibrant and we're lucky to have Dan
Zarrilli, who was one of the primary authors of that
docunment, here with us today, and then Mayor de
Bl asio rel eased "One City Rebuil ding Together," a
report to accel erate Sandy recovery and expand the
City's climate resiliency in four ways. The report
seeks to enhance policy and planni ng, expedite

efforts to secure federal funds, continue
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col l aboration with state efforts and expand econoni c
opportunities for all New Yorkers even as we rebuild.
The City's plan for a stronger, nore
resilient New York outlined over 30 park-rel ated
initiatives, including updating |andscape design
gui del i nes, planning and inplenentation for coastal
par ks, beach nouri shnent and coastal protection
pl anning for Staten Island, Brooklyn and Queens
t hrough partnerships with the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, Janmi ca Bay area restoration, studies and
resiliency coordination with the National Park
Service, addressing at-risk operations and
recreational facilities, increasing the health of
natural systens in areas through nature-based design
and restoration, forest and wetland nmanagenent, and
green infrastructure.
To cover ongoi ng waterfront inspections,
we have secured $2.5 million in funding for a
system ¢ waterfront inspection program Parks
manages 148 niles of natural and built waterfront
shoreline; this initial funding streamw || cover
four years of inspections of the built waterfront.
Parks are critical pieces of community

infrastructure and serve as buffers during storm
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events; we are currently planning for the future by
creating a conprehensive set of design guidelines for
parks and facilities in areas that are at risk of
damage by catastrophic storns, flooding and sea |evel
rise. Design and planning for the flood zone will be
an online resource outlining best practices in risk
assessnent, planning, design, construction and
managenment of parks and facilities in the flood zone.
This online tool will cover bul kheads, espl anades,
beaches, boardwal ks, wetl ands, natural areas,

pl aygrounds, adult fitness equipnent, athletic
fields, recreation centers, cultural resources,

hi storic properties, marinas, Brownfield sites,
upland flood control, forested areas, street trees,
and green infrastructure.

The aforenentioned initiatives are
conplinmentary to the resiliency neasures. W have
been coordinating with the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers; the Corps has been critical in advancing
shoreline protection in the Rockaways, Brighton
Beach, Coney Island, as well as Plunb Beach.

Coordi nated projects with the Corps of Engineers
i nclude the Rockaway Phase 1, where, as | nentioned

earlier, 3.5 mllion cubic yards of sand are being
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punped onto the beach to create higher dunes in

Bri ght on Beach and Coney I|sland; as al so nentioned
previously, 600,000 cubic yards of sand were added to
t he beach | ast sumer for the same purposes, and
further, and Plunb Beach had 130, 000 cubic yards
repl eni shed, T-groins installed and 200 feet of break
wat er installed.

Qur continued coordination with the Corps
of Engineers is critical to advance shoreline
protection on Staten Island; this concludes the
conpl etion of Phase 1 for beach protection
alternatives for Fort Wadsworth, Oakwood Beach, and a
Phase 2 study of Great Kills to Tottenville.

Anot her critical shoreline protection, a
vul nerabl e |l ocation, is the Janaica Bay area and to
nmeet our resiliency goals, Parks, the Mayor's O fice
and the Arnmy Corps are working for a tinely
conmpl etion of the refornulation study for beachfront
protections and feasibility study for bayside
protections.

Broad col | aboration and forward-thinking
pl anning are crucial towards ensuring future
resilience; Parks is actively partnering with the New

York State Ofice of Storm Recovery and the Mayor's




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMM TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON, JO NTLY W TH COMM TTEE ON RECOVERY AND RESI LI ENCY 27

O fice of Recovery and Resilience to advance
resiliency through the New York R sing Community
Reconstruction Program projects. Mny of these
proj ects have been funded and ot hers have been
reconmended for funding that include coastal
protection planning, dune inprovenents, streetscape
i nprovenents, bioswal es, and beach grass pl anti ngs,
some of which will occur in Coney Island.

On 2013, the U S. Departnent of Housing
and Urban Devel oprent | aunched the Rebuild by Design
conpetition to pronote innovative design sol utions
that foster resilience; wnning projects include the
Big U at East River Park, which was awarded $335
mllion for bridging berns that provide protection,
wat erfront accessibility and passive recreation. In
Staten Island, Tottenville was awarded $60 mllion
for a living breakwater project that includes
breakwaters, reefs, cultural progranm ng and
educati on progranm ng. Another project, the Hunts
Point Lifelines, was awarded $20 nmillion for a
feasibility study and pilot project for flood
protections, green infrastructure, comrunity and

econom ¢ devel opnent and maritime supply chains. W




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMM TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON, JO NTLY W TH COMM TTEE ON RECOVERY AND RESI LI ENCY 28

continue to work closely with HUD to inpl enent these
t hree innovative projects.

Par ks actively pursued funding through a
$100 million grant opportunity fromthe National Fish
and WIldlife Foundation and the U S. Departnent of
Interior and just this |ast Mnday, we |earned that
five of our projects were funded; we're receiving
almost $1 million, for the Brighton Beach G een
I nfrastructure pilot project, $250,000 for a project
to explore day lighting, Tibbetts Brook in the Bronx,
over $4 mllion for Spring Creek salt marsh and
coastal upland restoration, and alnost $5 mllion for
the restoration of Sunset Cove. On top of that, we
were al so awarded $4.4 mllion for shoreline
restoration on the Bronx River at Starlight Park.

We continue to work closely with FEVA to
obtain funding to rebuild our facilities better and
stronger in the aftermath of the storm to date,

Par ks has 20 FEMA project worksheets obligated,
representing $72.5 million in reinbursable funds; of
the $72.5 million in obligated funds, we have
received $33.5 million in reinbursenent. Al of the
rei mbursed funds to date have been for expense itens.

The additional $40.2 mllion in obligated funds
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conprises $20 mllion in capital funding and an
additional $19.4 million in expense funding.

Parks is dedicated to advancing
resiliency by building and supporting comunities and
sustai ning and restoring ecol ogi es, our natural
resources, including wetlands, grasslands, forests
and green infrastructure play a critical role in
storm protection. Wen restored properly, wetlands
wi thstand | arge storns, absorbing storm water and
provi di ng precious habitat for various type of
species. A prine exanple of this restoration project
occurred at Gerritsen Creek in Brooklyn, which was
conpleted prior to the stormand weathered the storm
with very limted damage. W are working to expand
green infrastructure throughout the city to reduce
flooding fromrain and conplinent the storm water
filtration and absorption benefits provided by our
wet | ands. These ecosystens are al so sources of
bi odi versity and hel p ensure conti nued ecosystem
functi on and servi ces.

Research and data-gathering are critica
pi eces of our resilience recovery and preparedness
strategy. |In partnerships with the Natural Areas

Conservancy, we're currently conducting a cityw de
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ecol ogi cal and social assessnent to neasure the

heal th of our forest wetlands and grasslands. This
assessnent hel ps us understand how t hese areas
function ecol ogically and benefit our diverse
communities. Parks also continues to actively

noni tor and research the inpacts of Superstorm Sandy
on our communities and natural resources in order to
better prepare for future events.

As part of our ecol ogical assessnents we
have al so partnered with the City University of New
York to formthe Janmai ca Bay Science and Resilience
Institute; the Institute is run by a consortium
overseen by CUNY; the focus is on ecol ogical and
soci al assessnments and indicators nodeling of the
bay, as well as decision-nmaking and support tools.
Part of the consortiumis the Public Agency Counci
whi ch conprises city, state and federal agencies who
are stakehol ders of the Jamaica Bay area. The Public
Agency Council has net several tinmes to analyze the
projects that Parks is requesting the Arnmy Corps to
prioritize.

And to analyze the effect of salt water
i nundation, in the sumer of 2013 the Parks

Departnent perforned an extensive survey in the
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Super st orm Sandy i nundati on zones. One of the
measures we used to ascertain tree damage was to

exam ne the percentage of a tree's canopy that

devel oped | eaves. This is referred to as a tree's

| eaf out. Parks analyzed and mapped trees in the

i nundati on zone that were insufficiently |eafed out a
year after Sandy. Conbined with information on
routine tree renovals, Parks visualized and
identified areas where there was a need for

addi tional tree renoval, continued nonitoring and new
pl antings. The survey identified a total of 10,192
street and park trees showi ng signs of reduced | eaf
out; 6,864 of those were street trees, which is
nearly 14 percent of the street trees within the

i nundation zone and since we began that process, we
have renoved 1, 700 of those trees because their
condition was such that it was clear they were not
going to rebound and resune life as healthy street
trees. This spring there are nore trees that are in
that category; we have so far identified over 1,800
trees that need to be renoved; we have contracts in
pl ace in Manhattan; we've already started working to
renove those trees; contractors will begin working in

Brookl yn within the next week and in the other three
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boroughs shortly thereafter. W wll continue of
course to use our own forces to renpve trees that
pose any inmm nent dangers, but we are relying on
these contracts to renove the bulk of the trees that
we' ve identified during the surveys we just conducted
this spring. W're going to continue to nonitor
those trees; | expect there will be additional
renovals as a result of the inundation from storm
water, but it's sonmething we are keeping a close eye
on and we will be replanting the trees that are
renoved t hrough these contracts and we will be using
nore salt water-tolerant trees; there are no trees
that are fully resistant, | think, to salt water, but
we've created a list of species that neet that
criteria, we are sharing themw th experts in the
field to get their input on whether we've sel ected
the right trees and other things that we may have
over| ooked and we will certainly be replanting with
an eye towards the potential for future inundation.
So in conclusion, Superstorm Sandy narks
an arduous tinme in the history of New York Cty and
on our parks as well. Qur parks are fully commtted
to not only the full restoration of the park system

but al so ensuring that they are in better shape and
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can withstand the projected future storns for
generations to cone. Thank you for allowing nme to
appear before you today and | amglad to answer any
guestions you m ght have.

CO CHAIR TREYCER: (Okay. Thank you,
Deputy Conmm ssioner; | guess |'ll begin questions
first and then I'll turn it over to Chair Levine.

Gven the tinme delays and difficulties
that the Parks Department has had historically in
keepi ng projects on schedul e and noving capital
projects in a tinely manner, how is the Departnent
preparing to be able to spend the additional $442.8
mllion in Sandy-related city and non-city-funded
capital commtnents for FY2014 to 20187

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Commi ssi oner Silver, as
he testified at the budget hearing a nonth or so ago,
is commtted to reviewng the capital process and
finding ways in which we can get projects through the
process quicker, get themin construction faster and
nost inportantly, get thembuilt quicker; it's a
process he has spent a lot of tinme working on already
and while we have not, you now, don't have a fina
project to advance, it is sonething that we are very

clearly focused on; we want projects to benefit the
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public as quickly as they possibly can. At the tine
we're working very closely with OVB to expedite hires
t hat have al ready been approved and we are working
internally to focus our efforts on elimnating any
del ays that may occur in our internal processes so
that there's nothing that we're doing to delay a
project fromnoving to construction and to finally to
openi ng for the public.

CO CHAIR TREYCER: And if | heard correct
at the previous Parks hearing, there was a conm t nent
fromthe comm ssioner to create an online tracking
dat abase...[i nt er pose]

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yeah.

CO CHAIR TREYCER: system so the public
can see the status updates about these projects. |Is
that correct?

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yes, you are correct and
that is in devel opnent right now.

CO CHAIR TREYCER: Any estimated tine
when we m ght see that happen?

LI AM KAVANAGH | would hesitate to give
you an estimate right now, but 1'll be happy to

follow up with you after the hearing.
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CO CHAIR TREYCER: (Okay. |Is the Parks
Departnent the | ead on Sandy-rel ated parks capital
projects or is it the Mayor's O fice of Recovery and
Resiliency taking the | ead on these issues?

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Well, it's a teameffort.
Certainly smaller projects that are typical to the
kind of work we do are being perforned directly by
the Parks Departnment and Parks Departnent staff
t hrough the normal contracting processes; other
projects that are bigger in scale that require
coordi nati on anong nultiple agencies or permt review
by a host of other entities, you know we have worked
with the Mayor's O fice, of course, DDC, EDC and
ot her agencies, like the Army Corps to ensure that
the work is getting done as expeditiously as
possible. So it really is a teameffort.

CO CHAIR TREYCER: But is there a special
enphasi s on Sandy-rel ated parks projects that are
bei ng pushed at a nore expedited fashion because of
the fact that, you know, just to give you sone
context here, as we learned this year, there are
still thousands of people waiting for housing
recovery assistance, there are still nany snal

busi nesses still waiting for any type of assistance
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and not all of the parks have been restored to their
conditions prior to Sandy or inproved. So is there a
speci al enphasis now, special prioritization of
expediting i nprovenents to park land in light of the
Sandy danage?

DAN ZARRILLI: Let nme junp in on this and
then turn it over to Liamfor a Parks-specific
answer. The administration is absolutely conmtted
to advancing all of the Sandy-rel ated recovery and
resiliency efforts; we've made significant comm tnment
to accel erate the housing recovery efforts, we have
maj or effort and now focus with the Ofice of
Recovery and Resiliency to exam ne and expedite al
of the recovery elenents through FEMA fundi ng, HUD
funding, working with the Arnmy Corps; it's an
adm ni stration-wi de effort to expedite all of these,
and that includes the Parks Departnent; we are
wor ki ng very closely with Parks as wel|l as other
agenci es to nmake sure that we delivering on all of
the needs, the vulnerabilities and ultimately the
comm tments that we do neke.

CO CHAIR TREYGER: Alright. And so
havi ng said that, other parts of the recovery -- for

exanpl e, the housing recovery, Director Peterson
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testified that they're in the process of hiring
addi tional staff to accommodate the vol une of cases.
Has additional capital staff been hired to work
exclusively on Sandy-rel ated park projects?

LI AM KAVANAGH: Yes. Yes, in the
i medi ate aftermath of the storm we hired a teamto
wor k exclusively on the park projects, on the danage
projects that we wanted to push through the capital
process; that began very soon after the storm
They're still working on that; we have projects in
every borough that have been conpleted; that are in
construction, sone of themare still in design.
There's only a handful of places that are still
closed to the public; I think it's a total of six
citywide and they're places that are at the
beachfront that absorbs significant damage and may
have to be rethought about what gets built and how it
gets rebuilt. But we expedited that; as you know, we
focused very nmuch on the beaches | ast year to get
Rockaway, Coney |sland, the beaches on Staten Island
open; that work still continues in many of those
nei ghbor hoods and t hrough our work on the | ate | eaf
out, you know we're clearly focused on damage that is

still becom ng evident as a result of the storm and
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t aki ng very aggressive neasures to address it as
qui ckly as possi bl e.

CO CHAIR TREYGER: Do you have figures,
you know of the $710 million plus in Sandy-rel ated
capital damage to Parks' property, how much as been
repaired, how nuch reflects damages yet to be
repaired and what are the issues that are
contributing to any del ays?

LI AM KAVANAGH: Yes we do, we have an
extensive list that 1'd be happy to share with you
showi ng the status of all the projects. Again, there
is only | think a half-a-dozen projects that have not
gone into the process in sone phase and it's because
they' re projects of where we may have to rethi nk what
we shoul d rebuild. You know, nost of themare on
Staten Island; on Staten Island we had a synthetic
turf field, you know directly next to the beach and
it's probably not a good idea to put that back in
that location. Simlarly, there are a couple of
pl aygrounds along the Staten |sland beachfront that
we have not rebuilt yet because the Arny Corps' plan
to build protection may inpact the anmount of space
that we have and what we m ght want to put in that

| ocation. So there are considerations |ike those
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that are the only things that have really prevented
us fromnoving forward with repairs or replacenents
of damaged features and facilities.

CO CHAIR TREYGER: | would greatly
appreciate that list of..[interpose]

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yeah.

CO CHAIR TREYCER: parks that were
damaged and where they stand right now and I would
greatly ask the Departnent and the Mayor's Ofice to
expedite these projects and to hire any additiona
staff needed, because these are communities that are
still going through a lot. [background conment]

Just to give you into context, even though this is
not parks related, last night there was a shooting in
Coney Island right in front of a closed, destroyed
NYCHA community center that was destroyed by Sandy.
|"d rather have residents inside centers with
prograns than still be outside, shut out fromthe

evi dence of inaction that has been really going on
now for over 18-19 nonths. So | would urge the

adm ni stration to quickly expedite these works so
that the public can see progress happening on the

gr ound.
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Deputy Conmi ssioner, you testified that
we're going to see sea levels rise and | think that
for the nost part we are in agreenent with that. Now
the berns that are being constructed now in the
Rockaways and Staten Island, are they nmeant to be
per manent barriers?

LI AM KAVANAGH: That's a difficult
question to answer. Berns by their nature are not
necessarily permanent, but...and right now they sort
of fall into two categories. The berns that were
built on Staten Island were interimprotective
neasures, they were an effort on the part of the Gty
to create a barrier quickly between the water and the
communi ties, and they've been very effective so far,
but they are not nmeant to be a permanent solution to
the issues of coastal storms or sea level rise. Qur
work with the Arny Corps of Engineers, the work with
Rebui |l d by Design and sonme of the work from New York
Ri sing are going to provide |onger term protection
for those communities. 1In Rockaway the sand that's
bei ng punped onto the beach right nowis creating a
very substantial stormbermthat will provide an
enor mous anount of protection in future storns, but

it is sort of the first phase of a |onger term
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reformul ati on project which will provide nore
significant protection for the Rockaway beachfront.

CO CHAIR TREYGER: Now, the nei ghborhoods
of Coney Island and Brighton Beach go i nundated from
bot h ends, Coney Island fromthe creek as well as
fromthe Atlantic Ocean and that was the case in
Bri ghton Beach as well, where residents actually
W t nessed the ocean com ng over the beach and
boardwal k and I am aware that the beach in Coney
I sl and and Brighton Beach is in higher elevation than
the beach in the Rockaways, but the fact that it
still came up over the beach and boardwal k is really
eye opening. Wy is not even a smaller dune or berm
bei ng consi dered for the beaches in Coney Island and
Bri ght on?

DAN ZARRILLI: Junp in first on this. So
just to echo this; | nean the dunes or the berns are
very much a key piece of the city's conprehensive
coastal protection plan that we wanna continue to
advance over tinme; the Parks Departnent did a great
job in putting in 26,000 |inear feet of those berns
in Staten Island; we're building a |ot of those in
t he Rockaways and we punped a | ot of sand in Coney

Island. In the long term1 think we...you know t he
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pl an does show that we want to see ultinmately dunes
in Coney Island, expanding themin the Rockaways,
bui | di ng even nore substantial inprovenents in Staten
I sland through the Arny Corps' works, and also, a
comm tment to planting those dunes, reinforcing those
dunes; making sure they are a key portion of a
conprehensi ve coastal plan. So...but | think to...it"'s
al so inportant to recognize that we will never be
able to effectively say that we are stopping al

flood risk fromthe coastline...[interpose]

CO CHAI R TREYGER:  Agr ee.

DAN ZARRILLI: there are different |evels
of protection, there's cost-effectiveness neasures
that we need to consider and we are keenly aware of
the risks on our beach and have put out plans and are
advanci ng those plans as quickly as possible to
upgrade the protections on the beaches; al so | ooking
at the back door flooding risk that cones from pl aces
i ke Coney Island Creek. The adm nistration has put
out a feasibility study |ooking at sonme pretty bold,

i nnovative solutions in Coney Island Creek itself and
t hose proposals are gonna be coming and we're
expediting that analysis now and simlar work around

the city to look at the different types of solutions
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t han perhaps we woul d have been relying on in the
past, because we need to be thinking differently
about this. But it's also...the coastal protection
plan is a key portion of an entire plan that
recogni zes we're not gonna stop all the risks on the
cost; we need to make sure that we're effectively
reduci ng those risks where we can, but also preparing
our buil dings, preparing our neighborhoods,
protecting our infrastructure in a nulti-Iayered
defense against flood risk nore specifically and then
climate risk nore broadly, and that's al so | ooki ng at
heat wave risk and wind and precipitation and a whol e
range of factors that we're facing. And so the
coastal portions very nuch do enphasize risk
production including dunes and berns, but it's one
pi ece of a larger strategy as well.

COCHAIR TREYCER: | nean | amin
agreenent with you that we will never fully escape
t he chal l enges of being a coastal city, and that's
why | do think we have an obligation to study every
opportunity to better protect our communities. But
just one thing that I will say is that, | do believe
that building a dune or a berm m ght be a nore cost-

ef fective measure than building walls and gates and
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" mnot discounting themat this tinme, but |I'mjust
saying in the neantine it could be a nore cost-
effective, nore expedited way of noving forward. So
to be clear, is the adm nistration considering dunes
or berms for the Coney Island; Brighton Beach
comuni ti es?

DAN ZARRI LLI: The answer is absolutely
yes that we are considering them we're working with
the Arny Corps on a range of issues to | ook at
vul nerabilities through their conprehensive study and
through their existing authorizations to find ways to
continue to upgrade the protections that do exist.

Ri ght now the work that was conducted | ast sumer,

t he 600, 000 cubic yards of sand, is a pretty
substantial inmprovenent; those inprovenents are being
upgraded to include other protections in Seagate and
those are...you know there's a project comng there
for additional coastal risk reduction in these

nei ghbor hoods and over tinme we're gonna | ook to

conti nue building upon that to ultimately build out
the entire conprehensive coastal protection plan that
we've laid out, which does includes dunes in Coney

| sl and.
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CO CHAIR TREYCER: The |l ast question
then 1"l turn it over to Chair Levine is; the
keyword, in nmy opinion, historically and even now, is
mai nt enance. |If you look historically at the
beaches, particularly in Southern Brooklyn, and |I'm
sure other parts of the city as well, the beach and
t he boardwal k, which are nowreally, in ny opinion
infrastructure; not just recreational areas anynore,
mai nt enance has been an issue. M. Zarrilli and
Conmi ssi oner Kavanagh, there were cases where peopl e
have actually fallen through the boardwal k,
particularly in the west end of Coney Island; that's
how poorly maintained it has been historically. The
beaches have not al ways been kept in great shape; it
shouldn't take a crisis |ike Sandy to open our eyes
to this, and are there plans in the budget right now,
is there a commtnent on your part to increase the
mai nt enance staff, to increase the mai ntenance of not
just these recreational areas, but really the
frontline defense to our comunities that are
vul nerable to future storns?

LI AM KAVANAGH: We have had a substanti al
increase in our nmaintenance staffing over the | ast

year-and-a-half; it has allowed us to provide nore
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regul ar and dedi cated mai ntenance; |I'mnot going to
content that it is to the level that you're

descri bing, but se are in better shape to inspect and
to nmake i nmedi ate necessary repairs than we had been
in prior years. For exanple, we did a substantia
anount of repair work on the Staten Island boardwal k
after the stormin order to nake it accessible for
the public, last summer and this sunmer as well, we
did work with our own staff in Rockaway to |ink
sections of the boardwal k that had been damaged by
the stormbut that would allow us to create an

ext ensi ve east/west connection al ong the beachfront
whi |l e ot her work happens, and we are in a position to
do nore; I"mnot...again, I'mnot saying that it is to
the level that you're suggesting.

CO CHAIR TREYCER:  Yes, because | ...

[ background comment] Yeah, please.

DAN ZARRILLI: Can | add one nore thing
to that, to reinforce that? The Mayor's O fice and
Par ks Departnent worked very closely together to add
funds to the budget to increase our inspections of
the Parks' waterfront assets and so, you know,
ef fective mai ntenance, particularly the things you' re

tal king about with structural naintenance, the first
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thing you need to do is inspect and you know, hire
the right engineers and perhaps drivers to go out and
| ook at the conditions of the assets that we're
tal king about. W' ve nmade a maj or conmitnent and
Par ks shoul d be comended for pushing to make these
i nvestnments and getting this noney put into the
budget so that we can make those inspections of those
assets and continue that on a regular basis. So
that's...you know, it's a step and it actually hel ps
informthe future mai ntenance needs that are
required.

CO CHAIR TREYGER. | nean inspections are
great, but we definitely need an increase in
mai nt enance and | think that historically that's not
al ways been the case and | think that Parks woul d
agree that nore can be done in terns of maintenance,
it's just a matter of funds and |I'm a maj or supporter
of increasing nmaintenance funds, but we need a
comm tnment fromyour end that if given the
opportunity you will increase the naintenance
staffing to better maintain the beaches and the
boardwal k. Has the new comm ssioner...l know he's in
receipt of a letter froma nunber of officials in

sout hern Brooklyn; has the new conmm ssi oner taken a
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position on the use of the tropical wood for the

boar dwal ks, because that was an issue in the previous
adm ni stration where there was...they were agai nst
using that; are we anywhere near a decision fromthe
new conmi ssioner with regards to the use of tropica
wood for the building or maintenance of boardwal ks?

DAN ZARRILLI: Let nme | guess junp in on
that. [I'mnot sure there's any particular...there's
not a deci sion being nade; the policy on tropical
har dwoods and the use of concrete for boardwal ks
remai ns unchanged at this point and you now we know
the environnmental inpacts of the tropical hardwoods,
we know the...you know t he...non-sustainability inpacts
of choppi ng down tropical hardwoods and the probl ens
that causes for climte change and al so the anal ysis
that was done showi ng the increased resiliency
benefits for using concrete for boardwal ks is a sound
deci sion and that stands.

CO CHAIR TREYGER: Right. So just with
the issue of the concrete, M. Zarrilli, is just...and
| amnot claimng to be an expert here; just for
t hose people who will try to convince ne that
concrete is sonehow safer than wood or RPL or the

other type of itenms, look no further than the city of
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New Ol eans, where they were told that those concrete
| evies would hold up and m nd you, Katrina did not
hit New Ol eans as a major hurricane; it actually
weakened before it actually inpacted the city and
t hose | evies snapped and they broke. So |I'm not
claimng that one is nore safe than the other; both
can be easily destroyed, but just be aware that there
is a strong demand desire from many stakeholders to
see the preservation of historical boardwal ks, not
si dewal ks. And of course, we can have a follow up
conversati on about how we nake sure that they're
fortified, that they're built right and properly
mai ntained and | | ook forward to having that
conversation with the adm nistration. 'l turn it
over to Chair Levine.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you, Chair
Treyger. | wanna start by continuing on an inportant
poi nt that the chairman was maki ng about operati ons,
staffing and spendi ng on beaches and boardwal ks. |
t hi nk when nost people | ook at a park they understand
what the operations work is, it's pretty clear,
you've gotta prune the trees, you' ve gotta repair
benches, you've gotta fix the paths; you've gotta

wor k on plunbi ng of fountains and ot her things.
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Per haps when we | ook at beach land it m ght not be
apparent just all the operations work that's needed.
Coul d you talk to us about the nunmber of nmintenance
wor kers that are assigned to beaches and boar dwal ks
and to the extent you can, tell us what those job
categories are, if they're not |andscapers and
gardeners; what are these jobs?

LI AM KAVANAGH: Mbst of the workers who
are assigned to the beaches...well there's actually
three categories, of course there are the |ifeguards,
there's the park enforcenent patrol who assist public
safety and visitor orientation, things of that
nature, and there's the maintenance staff. The
mai nt enance staff is conprised primarily of three
categories -- supervision, the equi pnent operators
and the cleaning staff. Supervisions are responsible
for patrol line inspections and inspecting all of the
facilities, the boardwal k, the restroons; any other
features or anmenities that are there at the beach,
and they direct the staff to both clean, to repair
what they can or to contact others who have
specialized skills in order to facilitate the
repairs. The equi prent operators operate...nost of

our cleaning is done by specialized beach cl eaning
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equi pnent; sonme cases it operates overnight to avoid
conflicts with crowded beaches, but it's nmechani zed
equi pnent that sifts the sand essentially and we rely
on that very heavily to provide a clean beach, we do
augnented with staff who clean in areas where the
equi pment can't reach and who assist in places where
it's just not feasible to have staff. W typically
have staff at the confort stations to make sure that
t hey' re stocked throughout the course of the day and
to keep those areas cl ean because they are pl aces

t hat peopl e congregate around and tend to generate
nore refuse and inpacts. There are differences anong
all of our beaches of course, depending on their size
and the nature of the beach itself; in Coney Island,
for exanple, in the anusenent area there's an
enornous...there can be enornous crowds of people
usi ng both the beach and the boardwal k t hroughout the
day and circulating in and out of the anusenent

areas; in other beaches the usages are nmuch nore
predictable, it's famlies or nei ghborhood residents
usi ng the beach that is adjacent to their homes. W
of course have skilled trades people, carpenters and
pl unbers primarily, but electricians as well, who are

part of our maintenance plan for the beaches;
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carpenters, obviously when there's danage to boards
or benches or things |ike that on the boardwal k,

pl umbing is of course key, both for the restroons,
the spray showers and foot showers, drinking
fountains and things of that nature and there's
usually a Il ot of work at the beaches for plunbers
during the course of the year and el ectricians for...
largely for the confort stations, they maintain |ight
fixtures, automatic sensors that we have gravitated
towards for purposes of our toilets and urinals, hair
dryers and things like that. So those are the
primary titles. The exact nunbers | don't have with
me right now, but |'d be happy to provide themto you
after the hearing...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Coul d you even give
us a ballpark on the three categories of water
safety, pathway nai ntenance?

LI AM KAVANAGH: Water safety cityw de,
it's alittle over 600 Iifeguards who are assigned to
t he beach each year, all beaches in all four boroughs
t hat have beaches. For PEP, it's...1 think it's in
the area of about 200 and that includes both park
enforcenent officers and the park security force, who

are seasonal s who work every year at our beaches and
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pools in a security role, who work with the park
enforcenent patrol to help keep places orderly,
orient visitors and enforce rules and regul ati ons.
The mai ntenance staff...l hesitate to give you a
nunber off the top of ny head, but I think it's also
i n the nei ghborhood of about 300 people cityw de.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Several follow up
questions then. Could you explain the difference
between a PEP officer and a security agent, | think
was the word you used? PEP officers have arrest
powers...[ i nterpose]

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: | assune the
security agents don't and...[interpose]

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: coul d you expl ain
what the breakdown is between those two categories
and the 200 officers you nentioned?

LI AM KAVANAGH: Again, this is an
estimate off the top of ny head, but | would think
that it's roughly 25 percent PEP officers, either
supervisors or fully shielded PEP officers, and 75

percent park security force.
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CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: [ background comment ]
di fferences between the...[crosstalKk]

LI AM KAVANAGH: And the differences...a
Park Enforcenent Patrol Oficer is a full-time
enpl oyee of the Parks Departnent, has gone through

the training acadeny, which is pretty extensive

training in security -- parks specifically, security
in general -- they hold peace officer status and they
have special patrolman status -- they can nake

arrests, they can issue sunmonses for a variety of
infractions and they are trained in, specifically, in
def ensi ve nmeasures. The park security patrol
nmenbers, they're seasonal enpl oyees, they do receive
training in rules and regulations, in interacting
with the public, in crowd control and things of that
nature, but they cannot thensel ves nake arrests or
I Ssue sunmonses.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: And of the 300
mai nt enance workers, could you tell us what the
breakdown between full-tinme and part-tine is roughly
and what portions are JTP?

LI AM KAVANAGH: | woul d estimte again;

it's probably 25 percent full-tinmes, 75 percent part-
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time, including JTPs and JTPs probably conprise 40-50
percent of the total.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  And how do nunbers
in all these categories conpare to historic trends if
you | ook in decades past?

LI AM KAVANAGH Wl l, if you go back many
decades, there were many nore seasonal s on the beach;
however, over tinme we have made effective use of
mechani zed equi pnent that has allowed us to keep the
beaches clean with fewer people and that sort of
carried us through periods when...you know, the city's
budget was such that our seasonal funding was reduced
significantly in sonme years and so you know we have
conpared; historically it's lower than it had, but
the effectiveness of the workforce | think is
significantly greater now, thanks to advances in
t echnol ogy.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: Are there any
beaches that are managed by private conservanci es or
other entities?

LI AM KAVANAGH: No, none of the beaches
are nmanaged...none of the city-owned beaches assi gned

to the Parks Departnent. There of course are private




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMM TTEE ON PARKS AND RECREATI ON, JO NTLY W TH COMM TTEE ON RECOVERY AND RESI LI ENCY 56

beaches around the city, but they're not public park
| and.

CHAI RPERSON LEVINE: Right. | guess the
beach in Brooklyn Bridge Park is too small to count,
but that would be one exanple of sort of a mcro
beach, but other than that...[crosstal k]

LI AM KAVANAGH: Yeah, but it's not a
swi mm ng beach, |I'msorry, | always sort of nake that
di stinction in ny mnd...[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON LEVINE: Fair point. Fair
point. Are there other non-sw nm ng beaches though
that you can think of?

LI AM KAVANAGH:  No, | can't; you know
there is shoreline around Randall's Island, where
people fish and enjoy coming in contact with the East
Ri ver, but no, there's no sw mm ng beaches or things
that | woul d consider a beach.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  And to what extent
do city beaches, sw nmi ng beaches have friends of
groups? Do all of them have friends of groups; can
you comment on the status and effectiveness and
resources of those groups?

LI AM KAVANAGH: There are friends groups

and in Coney Island | know there's friends groups in
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Coney Island; we have sone friends groups in every
borough that are interested in the beaches; in
comruni ti es of Rockaway, they participate in
vol unteer events; there has been sonme di scussion
about formng a formal conservancy for Rockaway, but
| don't think it's quite gelled yet; | think they're
| argely at the status where they provide vol unteer
support and of course, are boosters for the beach and
advocates on behal f of the beach, but there aren't
any entities out there that are either poised to or
novi ng towards becom ng mai nt enance or operating
entities for the beaches.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: But we'd of course
| ove to hear nore about any plans to create a
conservancy in the Rockaways and in general, the
Comm ttee' s thinking about how we can expand and
strengthen friends groups beyond the traditional
hi gher-i ncone areas of the city.

LI AM KAVANAGH: Yes. And let nme just
say, there is the Janmi ca Bay Rockaway Park
Conservancy, which was forned |ast year, it's an
outgrowt h of the partnership between the city and the
Departnent of Interior to cooperatively nmanage all of

the park properties around Jamai ca Bay. The
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organi zation is still in formation, it does not have
any mai ntenance or managenent responsibilities for
any properties around the bay, either federal or
city, but it is a conservancy that is devel opi ng and
we're hoping will grow into an organization that can
hel p both the national parks and the city parks

i nprove the quality of the public space in Jamaica
Bay.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  You didn't comment
directly on Intro 0074 that Council Menber King has
sponsored, but 1'd love to give you a mnute just to
tell us how you feel current protocols for dealing
with trees that entangle with power |ines are worKking
and what if anything could be done to inprove then?

LI AM KAVANAGH: | certainly appreciate
the issue that [background comment] Council Menber
King identified [ background comments] and is seeking
to address in the legislation; it is sonething that
we're very aware of. You know, during major storns
i ke Sandy there was enornous anount of damage, there
were many people trying to correct situations as
qui ckly as possible, comunications is often
difficult; the Council Menber nentioned that he went

out and spoke to people who were working on the
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streets and you know, at that level it's very
difficult for themto understand what the bigger
picture is, other than the work that they've been
assigned to, so a lot of times in those situations
you'l | get a response that may not seem appropriate
or adequate or address the condition that you're

| ooking to do. But let ne just say that that issue
of coordination during stornms is sonmething that we
have been working very closely with the Ofice of
Emer gency Managenent, Con Ed, other utilities,
Departnment of Sanitation, the Fire Departnent and the
Police Departnent. | think we made pretty
significant strides during Sandy; we introduced a
nobi | e technol ogy that allowed us to track tree
damage nmuch nore effectively than we' ve ever been
able to do in the past; since the stormwe' ve been
wor ki ng on ways in which we can share that technol ogy
with Sanitation, which we've already done, and with
Con Ed so that we can be using the sane maps, the
same sort of individual danage reports and the sane
sort of protocols to coordinate our work better. One
of the issues with working with Con Ed is that the
City has a firewall around its IT infrastructure that

doesn't let private utilities in as easily as we'd
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like;, we're trying to figure out a way to get around
that. The other sort of consideration fromny
perspective is that, you know Con Ed, it does have a
responsibility for providing emergency services to
restore not just the electric service, but to address
tree conditions that result in it, and you know,
during a magjor stormlike Sandy, they get overwhel ned
as much as we do, so we certainly understand that and
we do help them as nuch as we can, but they stil
have an obligation of course to address situations
that they're responsible for under their permt to
run their wires above city streets. But we're
working very closely with all of the nenbers of the
downed tree task force to inprove that response, the
coordi nati on, and especially comunication to the
public about who is responsi ble and when we're gonna
get to any particul ar emergency condition.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: Okay. Thank you.
|"ve just been informed that, fromny colleague's
i nformati on, we have a denocratic conference at 3:30
to di scuss budget, so we're just gonna try and nove a
little bit nore quickly through the rest of our
agenda, and we're gonna open it up to our coll eagues

for their questions of the adm nistration. In order
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to keep us noving, we can go back to a second round;
we' re gonna have a five-mnute clock on questions
fromour colleagues and first up will be Counci
Menmber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you, M.
Chair; Deputy Conm ssioner. M district was hard hit
by Sandy and one of the things that's not in your
report today is part of Parks' jurisdiction is our
communi ty gardens; | have the nost community gardens,
| think inall of the city and | still have trees,
weeping willows that we | ost and sone that | ook
damaged, so I'd like to know fromthese nunbers that
you gave on Page 1, the $830 mllion in damages and
the 5,700 acres; how nuch of that is parks, beaches;
how nmuch is the gardens, joint playgrounds that you
al so do with DOE that sone of m ne got damage, and
the piers, and I don't know if you have that
i nformation avail abl e today, but |I'm sure you can get
it to us?

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yes, | don't have that
information with me today, but we can provide that
| evel of detail.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Ckay, great. |'d

al so like to know...and what the damages were in those
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areas...a list...you said there were, | forget, 1,800
trees that are gonna be lost and | don't know how
many you took down; would |like to know the breakdown
by borough and by council nenber, 'cause | know I
have a Il ot of at-risk trees and just wanna know i f
they' ve been targeted. And...[interpose]

LI AM KAVANAGH: Yes, they are; you know,
particularly along the FDR Drive there are trees both
in Corlears Hook and East River Park that clearly
have succunbed to the salt danage; [background
comrent] they're being renoved right now, in fact; |
saw a crew working in East R ver Park today renoving
those trees and we're continue to work in the
community in the areas affected by the inundation.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Ckay, great.

Also in East River Park we have not just the |eaf out
problem we have like a reverse |eafing probl emwhere
now they' re growi ng | eaves fromthe base to just the
branches, but the branches aren't grow ng anyt hing
and | don't...it's just weird; just wondering if
you've identified what that problemis

LI AM KAVANAGH: It is an indication that
the tree is under stress. Trees under stress

typically produce what they call sucker growh; it is
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sort of adventitious growh that springs fromthe
bottom of the trunk of the tree; it's a sign that the
tree i s under stress.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: And we are
| ooking forward to trying to get sone of our weeping
W llows replaced; it is a nuch beloved tree in our
district and grows well, so wanna have t hat
conversation with you at some other point,
identifying where we | ost those weeping w il ows.

The other issue is, on Page 5, when you
tal k about the Big U so nyself and Margaret Chin, as
wel |l as parts of Corey Johnson and Dan Garodni ck's
district are gonna be a beneficiary of the Big U, but
we had had plans and |I've been trying, while we've
been discussing this Big Uthat finally got chosen,
to understand the proposals for wetland in the East
Ri ver Park, the proposal for upgrades to Pier 42 and
now that the Big U is gonna happen, | wanna
under stand how that woul d i npact these proposals, as
wel |l as there's a bunch of capital requests for the
East River Park and before we put anynore noney, just
wanna [ background conment] meke sure that we're using

our capital funding in the best possible way. That's
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probably not a discussion to have her; | just wanna
flag it because East River Park is a cityw de park.

LI AM KAVANAGH: No, you're exactly right,
there's a lot of interest and investnents, sone
i nvestnents planned for East River Park that have to
be rethought in light of the Big U project, it's an
enor nous opportunity to both nake stronger protection
along the river for the communities, but also to
rei magi ne East R ver Park and how it serves the
adj oi ni ng communi ti es.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: So | know t hat
the gardens and the joint playgrounds are a snaller
part of your portfolio; any idea off the top of your
head how much of these danages were in those area?

LI AM KAVANAGH: |'I1l ask our Deputy
Commi ssion, Larry Scott Bl acknon to speak about ...

[ background coments] [crosstalKk]

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you

[ background commrent s]

CHAl RPERSON LEVI NE: Larry, we're gonna
continue the formality of swearing in; again, not to
i npute your integrity, just a formality. Do you
swear or affirmto tell the truth, the whole truth

and nothing but the truth in your testinony before
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this conmttee and to respond honestly to counci
menbers' questions?

LARRY SCOTT BLACKMON: | do. Thank you,
Counci | Menber. Good afternoon to the Conmittees;
Larry Scott Bl acknon, Deputy Conmi ssioner for
Community Qutreach with the New York Gty Departnent
of Parks and al so oversee GreenThunb, the City's
gardeni ng program Council Menber, roughly one nonth
ago, actually -- one, we maintain and we inspect
gardens on a regul ar basis, but about a nonth ago the
entire teamfrom G eenThunb, including; |led by Nancy
Kohn, it's new director; actually went to the Lower
East Side and we visually inspected every garden in
the Lower East Side, we wal ked bl ock to bl ock;
certainly sone of the gardens did sustain sone
damage, but we've done a pretty good job working with
LRP, the operations armof GeenThunb, to repair
t hose gardens and there were sonme gardens that are
currently actually in really, really beautiful
condi tion, but we naintain regular inspections and we
are in communication wth the gardeners in the Lower

East Si de.
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COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: |'mjust gonna
flag one issue, M. Chair, and |'ve been in
di scussion with Steve Sinon...

LARRY SCOIT BLACKMON:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: there is one
particul ar garden that abuts on a private building
and what is the retaining wall for the back yard of
t hat buil ding...

LARRY SCOIT BLACKMON:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: has col | apsed and
so that's created a dangerous condition for the
garden that's higher up. So | was trying to get sone
expense funding in there, but it's unclear how nuch
it's gonna cost; the building hasn't done anyt hi ng
about it; it's now been close to two years, so just,
you know, since the gardens are open to the public,
we are afraid about that condition.

LARRY SCOTT BLACKMON:  Yes, we'll follow
up with Steve and I'll touch base with your office to
follow up on it. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you. And
M. Chair, when we get that breakdown, | will get a

copy of those. Thank you very much. [crosstalk]
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CHAl RPERSON LEVI NE: For sure. Sure; you
got it. | want to acknow edge we've been joi ned by
our coll eague fromthe Rockaways, none other than
Counci | Menber Donovan Ri chards, and we go to
guestions now from Council Menber Matteo; he'll be
foll owed by Council Menbers Cohen and Mi sel .

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Thank you. |
have a few issues, so I'll try and be quick. | wanna
start the conversation tal king about the Arny Corps
project for the boardwal k, the "sea wall," you
menti oned in your testinony about Phase 1; do you
have specifics; do you have a tineline;, are we al so
| ooki ng at the existing boardwal k and do we have to
change that fromthe wood that it is nowto a
different material to hold the sea wall, if you can
comrent ?

DAN ZARRILLI: Sure. | mean we've, with
t he Parks Department and DEP and our office, we've
been working really closely with the Arny Corps on
this particular project; it's probably one of the
nost inpactful things we can be doing as a city; it's
a really inportant project and we're advancing it.
And the project itself, we're working with the Corps

on its schedule, they have currently conmtted to us
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that we'll see a draft feasibility study early this
fall and that's the next mlestone to hit in order to
be able to finish the feasibility study, get the
chief's report, launch design; anything el se and we
get into construction and so we're really focused on
finishing that draft feasibility study and maki ng
sure the Arny Corps, you know, gets that to us on the
timefrane that we expect it.

The boardwal k pi ece of the conversation
one of the concepts around here with this project is
building the, ultimately a pronenade, whether it's a
boardwal k or sonmething different over time; building
that into the protection and you know, the cross-
sections that the Arny Corps is tal king about has an
el evated pronenade built into the structure itself.
So essentially it would replace the boardwal k, but
still have the sane functionality.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Ckay. So when we
get the feasibility study | guess we can all request
it, we all sit down and we neet with the Staten
| sl and...[ crosstal K]

DAN ZARRILLI: Makes a | ot of sense.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO | ocal el ected

officials. |1'mhearing 2016; are you hearing the
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sane for construction start? |s that w shful
t hi nki ng?

DAN ZARRILLI: I think we'll have to see
what the draft feasibility study says before we...
before we start...[crosstalk]

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEGQ  Alright, fair
enough.

DAN ZARRI LLI: putting dates on paper.

[ sic]

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG But | ask that
you update us and...[crosstal k]

DAN ZARRILLI: W're trying to work with
them as quickly as we can on everything we're doing.
Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Thank you. For
the New Dorp Friendship Cub that was danmaged
obvi ously seniors in New Dorp Beach are now goi ng
t hrough obviously different friendship clubs, senior
centers; about a week ago, week-and-a-half ago | was
sent an email about what Parks plans to do; | haven't
been told though if it's fully funded; is FEMA payi ng
for it; is there a tineline;, if soneone can conment

on the status of the Friendship C ub.
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LI AM KAVANAGH:  Counci| Menber, | can't
give you any details right now, I will follow up
after the neeting with those specifics about the
project. | amfamliar with it, | know that we have
had engineers in there to assess the condition and it
is structurally sound, it can be renovated; | know we
were putting a plan together to renovate it; | don't
have the details, but I will provide themto you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQG Pl ease, and

that's a priority for us, and again, | was sent what
the plan mght be; | just need to knowif it's funded
and tinmeline, soif we could followup, I'd

appreciate that.

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEOQ  Last nonth there
was an announcenent that the beaches were open, Cedar
Gove in ny district and | think Wlfe's Pond are
still closed...is open now? [crosstalKk]

LI AM KAVANAGH: Wl fe's Pond is open; it
has been open for sone...[crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Cedar Grove
t hough, there's nodul ars that we're repairing?

LI AM KAVANAGH: No, it's the waterline;

we had to install an entirely new waterline after the
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stormand testing the waterline and nmake sure the
water quality nmet DEP' s standards was a little bit
chal | engi ng; we've overcone those hurdl es and we
think the beach may be open this weekend.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO Great. | wanna
tal k about the dunes; obviously we worked together to
provi de dunes [background comment] across the East
Shore and we appreciate; we still have an issue with
MIller Field and I know it's National Parks, but if
we had a hurricane tonorrow, you know, we'd be in
trouble in that area -- New Dorp Lane, residentia
areas of Cedar Grove -- | think we need to revisit
working with National Parks to provide the dunes
t here, [background coment] you al so nmenti oned John
D Amato Field, the synthetic turf field; nyself and
Assenbl ywoman Nicole Malliotakis agree with you, that
we shouldn't rebuild a football field there, but it's
a perfect place for |andscaping; other protections
that we can provide the residential...[interpose]

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO. area, so | wanna
renew a strong call to work with NPS to get berns by
MIller Field, because we're not just protecting

Mller Field, we're protecting [background coment]
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the residential area, which is huge, and again, if we
have a hurricane tonorrow, we're gonna be in trouble,
so | ask that we reconvene, cone up with a plan ASAP
working with the feds on this as well; we need you as
partners, so are you hearing anything and you know,
pl ease work with us on this very inportant issue.

LI AM KAVANAGH: We will, Council Menber.

DAN ZARRILLI: Can | add one thing to
t hat ?

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Yeah, pl ease.

DAN ZARRI LLI: On the topic of NPS,
[bell] so the short-termwe hear you and we can...we
need to engage with them and see what can be done
further in the short-term but in the |onger term
they are absolutely part of the Arny Corps study, and
so meking sure that the two areas we're tal king
about, the D Amato Field as well as MIler Field,
both ultimately may play a role in the long-term
coastal protection and so we need to keep that in
m nd as we're thinking about what we put in place in
the near-term as there will be ultimtely | onger

term protections in those areas.
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COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG | appreciate that
and you know, on the short-term if we can get berns...
[ crosstal k]

DAN ZARRI LLI: Yeah.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Chair, just one
final question and |I'm done. Next in Cedar G ove,
there was an old baseball field, Qur Lady of Lourdes...
next to Qur Lady of Lourdes, the Manresa basebal
field, softball field; it's turned into a breading
ground for nosquitoes. You know we've asked for
buffers, |andscape; | asked that Parks revisit this,
t he Borough President and | sent a letter and you
know it's becom ng an issue for those who actually
have returned hone [ background comrent] in New Dorp
Beach, and |'ve asked the Health Departnent for |aw
assign and everything, but it's Parks property and
I'"d like to know if any plans, what we can do to
remedy the situation

LI AM KAVANAGH: |I'mfamliar with the
field and I knowit's current conditions; | don't
know what the right plan for it is, but I wll visit
the field in the next week and 1'I|l be happy to neet

with you out there and cone up with a solution
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COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG Pl ease, and |
appreciate you follow up and I would | ove for you to
cone out and we'll discuss all these issues. Thank
you; appreciate.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you Counci
Menber Matteo; | just wan to rem nd fol ks, we're
running a bit of a hurry-up of fense here because of
i npendi ng budget neetings and next up is Counci
Menmber Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Thank you, "Il be
brief. Thank you for your testinony, Comm ssioner.
On Saturday actually, | did don ny bathing suit and
conduct a mission out to...a fact-finding m ssion out
to the Rockaways, so | just had sone questions about
[laughter] sonme things | saw out there; [interpose]

[ background comment] it was a | ovely day out there
and in ternms of napping, the beaches are in perfect
condition. [laughter] The boardwalk in the
Rockaways...you nmentioned islands, it seens |ike there
is alot more to fill in those islands than is
existing now, is the sea wall in the eastern portion
of the Rockaways gonna be incorporated into the
desi gn of the boardwal k, 'cause | noticed from |

guess 149th Street to 126th Street there's a, you
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know, what seens to ne, a very substantial sea wall
and then where the boardwal k starts there is no
boardwal k or sea wall it seenms, so | think that's a
real concern and | think that people would feel a |ot
better having, you know...you know, know ng when a
seat wall was gonna be put in there.

LI AM KAVANAGH  Yes and working with the
community for the design of the new boardwal k, it's
going to be elevated to the 100-year flood I|evel,
it's going to be made out of concrete so that it is
nore resilient and it's also going to have that sane
sand-retaining wall on the north side of the
boardwal k, the entire length of the el evated
boardwal k, to provide the sane features that the wall
you see in Belle Harbor Neponset provides those

communi ti es.

DAN ZARRILLI: I'Il be alittle nore
maybe direct on that topic. | nean the term..the use
of the termsea wall | think can be a bit of a

m snomer; those are...they're sand-retaining walls;
it's hel ping keep the sand on the beach is what you
see there; they are replacing a structure that was
there that was ultimtely damaged during Sandy; those

aren't neant to hold back the ocean, they're neant to
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keep the sand on the beach, which is incredibly
inportant during all the other tinmes of the year that
sand ultimately mgrates off the beach, and so |
think it's just inportant to just clarify the intent
and purpose of those structures, which are going to
be incorporated into the function of the boardwal k
t hrough the Parks project.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Wl that wall is

obvi ously designed to do nore than keep sand on the

beach; | mean you know, it's |I-beam and heavy...it's a
masonry construction; | don't think that's just for
sand.

DAN ZARRILLI: That's largely the
function. | nean it was damaged during the storm
because that's what's essentially allowable fromthe
regul atory environnent they're working with the state
and others; you know, a hard vertical structura
ultimately is probably not gonna be permitted if it's
nmeant to be a sea wall in that same manner, but what
we've worked with themvery closely to accompdate is
all the other functions that we need to address and
keepi ng sand on the beach is an inportant part of

t hat .
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COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  What is the status
of the beach grass planting? [ background comment s]

LI AM KAVANAGH: W pl anted several bl ocks
of beach grass in Rockaway late in the spring, we've
pl anted extensive in Staten |Island, because the berns
were in place earlier in the season; the beach grass
can only be planted during two very specific tine
periods during the year; it's late fall into early
winter and late winter into early spring. Wen the
ground is frozen or the plant is frozen, you can't
plant it and once it breaks dormancy it shoul d not be
transplanted. So we planted everything we could
during those two windows; it's doing well, really
well, it | ooks great, and we antici pate doing an
enor nous anount of beach grass planting this fall and
early next spring.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  |I'msorry; | just
wanted to...and on the boardwal k, do you have a
timeline on the boardwal k that ...

LI AM KAVANAGH: The boardwal k, as we've
announced in the past, it'll be fully conpleted by...
I"mtrying to remenber off the top of ny head... by

Menorial Day of 2017.
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COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you, Counci
Menber Cohen; next up we have Council Menber Mi sel,
foll owed by Council Menber Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Thank you very
much. [static] Prior to Sandy, the Arnmy Corps was
doing a project to protect Plunb Beach, which has
been a problemfor 30 years; when | got started
working on it I was working for Congressnman Schuner
at the tine, so it's been a |l ong-term probl em and now
of course, Plunb Beach is actually eroding and so the
Arny Corps has a project -- what has happened to that
project; do you know when it's gonna be conpl eted and
if any all owances have been made to the new realities
of Sandy to either change it or adapt it for rising
sea |l evel ?

LI AM KAVANAGH: Yes, the project is
conpl ete, the Arny Corps added 130, 000 cubic yards of
sand to the beach and they also installed two T-
groins and sone breakwaters to both retain the sand
in place for longer periods of tine and to prevent
t he wave action from accel erating the erosion. So

they did a very substantial and carefully thought out
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project to both restore and preserve Plunb Beach and
it looks great and we're very hopefully that it wll
serve both our recreational purpose and an inportant
coastal protection purpose, because it's, as you
know, right next to the Belt Parkway.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Yeah, well that
was al ways the concern [background comments] that the
water will just wash away the Belt Parkway and then
we're in a lot of trouble.

Has anybody from Parks been nonitoring
VWhite |sland?

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Because | was
very nmuch involved in that project as well wth Parks
and with DEC. Has anybody been there to see
recently? Because | did a boat tour in the whole
area |l ast week and it | ooked like the invasive
species that we're trying to get rid of are back.

LI AM KAVANAGH: | haven't heard that, but
"1l definitely check into it [background conment]
after the neeting, but the island is still in
construction, we haven't [background comment] fully
conpleted it yet, so there may be sone interlopers

getting in there while we conplete construction, but
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[ background coment] it's a very inportant project...
[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: | also noticed
that the concrete, those wafers that are supposed to
be filled with plants, [background conment] sea
grass, whatever | saw, there was no sea grass in any
of them |I'mwondering if that's a direct consequence
of Sandy.

LI AM KAVANAGH: | don't think so, but
"1l confirmthat. Yes...[crosstalK]

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  You now what |'m
referring to, the con...you know those...[ crosstal k]

LI AM KAVANAGH: Yes. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: | ooks like egg
crates.

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yeah. [background
coment] OCh I'msorry, we have our expert, Bram
Qunt her. [ background comments, | aughter]

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  And...[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Be prepared to be
sworn in.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: Do you swear
[laughter] or affirmto tell the truth, the whole

truth and nothing but the truth in your testinony
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before this conmttee and to respond honestly to
counci | menbers' questions?

BRAM GUNTHER. | do. So Wite Island,
which we just recently conpleted, we visit it
regul arly because it was recently conpleted; we have
noti ced sone invasi ve species colonizing, but we have
anot her herbicide spraying in our contract to do and
we...[i nt erpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Are you gonna | et
the comunity know about it?

BRAM GUNTHER: Absol utely; that's a | aw...
[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Ckay. Okay.

BRAM GUNTHER: so we have to. | don't
know exactly when it is and it will probably be nore
pi npoi nted than we've been doing in the past in
prepping the site, we did about two years of
her bi ci de spraying in preparation before the
pl anting; we know that usually it takes anywhere from
two years to five years for the native plants to
becone established and we think we can pull back from
mai nt enance and let...and they can usually stand on
their own. So we are checking it regularly, both in

the spring, summer and the fall to see the invasives
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and then dependi ng upon what species they are and how
many are colonating, we'll address it in what we
think is the best, nost effective and safest nmanner.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Ckay, thank you.

BRAM GUNTHER:  You' re wel cone.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  And next we'll be
hearing from Council Menber Donovan Ri chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Thank you
Counci| Menber Levine. | think Council Menber Cohen
did such a good job pushing themon the Rockaways; |
felt like he took ny seat for a second, but it is
great to be here and | will try to be short and sweet
so we can get back to budget.

So one of the things | wanted to raise
was |ighting on the boardwal k; in particular, in-
between, | wanna say 59th Street down into the 20s,
and |'ve gotten reports and ny office has reached out
recently on the lack of lighting on the boardwal k
ever since the storm so it's pitch dark black and
we' ve heard reports of robberies happening on the
boardwal k, so | wanted to see where we're at in terns
of replacing that particular lighting and | know t hat
| think nmy...the way ny office relayed the nessage to

me was that partially DOT obviously we know installs
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lights and then has responsibility here, so | wanna
know how are you guys working with DOT to ensure that
these lights are up sooner than |ater?

LI AM KAVANAGH:  1'Il call upon our Queens
Bor ough Commi ssi oner ... [ i nt er pose]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS:  Yay.

LI AM KAVANAGH: who is nore in touch with
the issue than I

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS:  Commi ssi oner
Lewandowski . [ background comments] She's ny
favorite, by the way.

DOROTHY LEWANDOWEKI :  Thank you. Can
say | do?

[ background comrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: WMark, you've
gotta swear her in.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Ch...Ckay...
[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: to tell the
truth. [laughter, background conments]

CO CHAIR TREYCER: There's two Marks here
that chair, right? Do you...[interpose]

CHAlI RPERSON LEVI NE:  The Mar ks brot hers.
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CO CHAIR TREYCER. Right, the Mark...
right. Do you swear or affirmto tell the truth, the
whol e truth and nothing but the truth in your
testi nony before these commttees and to respond
honestly to council nenber questions?

DOROTHY LEWANDOWSKI :  Yes | do.

CO CHAI R TREYCER: Thank you.

DOROTHY LEWANDOWBKI :  Hi, |' m Dor ot hy
Lewandowski; |'mthe Queens Parks Conm ssioner ...

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: She does al
the tine.

DOROTHY LEWANDOWEKI :  Thank you, Counci
Menber. [laughter] | amfamliar with the area
you' re speaki ng about, Jill Wber, the Park
Adm ni strator, nentioned that to ne. As part of the
long-termplan for the rebuilding of the boardwal k,
all of those lights will be restored, all new |
know that in the interimwe need to take sone
actions; we do have a neeting scheduled with DOT so
that we can see what we can do in an interim measure;
we may not be able to do it on the entire | ength, but
we're looking to see how we can link our street ends

to at | east nmake street ends better.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: So if | can
urge you guys to really nove fast on that, because
it's a...[crosstal k]

DOROTHY LEWANDOWEKI : I ...1 will get back
to you tonorrow

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: safety issue...
kay, great. And then | just wanted to touch base,
and | know EDC...1 don't know if EDC is here, but
certainly in terns of the jobs for the boardwal ks,
can you guys speak to where we're at in that process
in terns of individuals fromthe [ ocal conmunity

benefiting frombeing hired to work on the boardwal k

proj ect ?

LI AM KAVANAGH: Council Menber, |I'm
sorry; | don't have those nunbers with nme, but we
wll definitely follow up with you after the neeting

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: kay. So work
has started on the boardwal k, |I'm assum ng.

LI AM KAVANAGH: Yes, prelimnary work has
started on...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: kay.

LI AM KAVANAGH. on the denolition and

site preparation.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: So | just, you
know, wanna put this back on the record that we are
| ooki ng at the nunbers and we wanna see the nunbers
on how the local comunity is gonna benefit in terns
of qualified individuals [background comment] are
gonna benefit from being able to work on the
boardwal k project. You know, | know Skanska was out
there and we had over 1,000 applicants...

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: to work on the
project, so we're at |east |ooking, the very |east,
at least for 30 percent, 40 percent of those jobs to
go to the local community, so |I'mhoping that we're
gonna reach that and | think that's a | ow bar to set
in one sense, but at least that amobunt. So I'll | ook
forward to hearing fromyou on that. And then, if
you can just touch on the phases on when you guys
anticipate to get to the eastern end of the
peni nsul a?

LI AM KAVANAGH: The project is divided up
into five phases, the first phase we've al ready
started the denolition and site preparations, the
second phase will start very shortly, perhaps as soon

as next week; that covers the area from 86th Street
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to 106th Street; phase 3 goes from 109th Street to
126t h, and phase 4 is fromroughly 60th Street to
86th Street. Those two phases, phases 3 and 4, are
still in design and review with the comunity boards;
we expect to have theminto construction later this
year and so they woul d both be in construction next
year, throughout the entire year. The way the plan...
Il et me see...phase 5, which is the area east of 60th
Street going down to 19th Street, we're projecting
starting work in the fall of 2015, for both phases of
phase 5, we've divided into A and B. As you know,
nost of the boardwal k is still intact; we did connect
t hose four bl ocks that were destroyed during the
storm so there is east/west [bell] circulation in
that area. W do wanna rebuild it so that it has the
same features as the rest of the boardwalk; it's
elevated; it's nore resilient; it is integrated into
t he whol e coastal protection network of neasures that
were taken to provide protection. But the
construction won't start until the fall of 2015 and
will not be conpleted until Menorial Day of 2017.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Ckay. And |
certainly understand that and I'mglad the

Conmi ssi oner, we work together to, you know,
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obvi ously nmake sure that we push each other [sic] as
far as we coul d.

Just | ast question; what plans do you
guys have...so are you guys | ooking at dunes and ot her
protective nmeasures? | know the sea...so the sea
wal | s are gonna cone particularly all the way down?

LI AM KAVANAGH:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: And are you
guys | ooki ng at dunes and other natural habitats?

[ crosstal k]

LI AM KAVANAGH: Wl |l dunes -- the bermis
going in...[ crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: kay.

LI AM KAVANAGH: right now, it hasn't
reached the east end...it's going to cone...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: So it's gonna
come... kay.

LI AM KAVANAGH: It's gonna cone all the
way down to 19th Street, where the el evated boardwal k
starts...

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS:  Ckay.

LI AM KAVANAGH: And there is already a
network of sort of natural dunes in that area already

and this will conplinent...[interpose]
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Ri ght.

LI AM KAVANAGH: that. But the Arny
Corps' reformulation plan is considering a nunber of
different alternatives for enhanci ng coast al
protection along the entire beachfront. [background
coment] | know that they have a nunmber of ideas in
mnd that they're still considering; I'mnot quite
sure when they're going to be sharing them nore
broadly, but they're... know they're working very
intently on noving that project forward.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Alrighty. Well
t hank you guys; you guys have certainly communi cat ed
with us in a nuch better fashion than we've
experienced in the past; | ook forward to conti nui ng
to work with Conm ssioner Lewandowski and all of you
guys until we see this thing through and thank you to
both chairs, both Marks for giving ne tinme today.
Thank you

CO CHAIR TREYCER: Yeah, just two very
qui ck follow up questions. In your testinony, First
Conmi ssi oner, you nentioned that Brighton Beach
qualified for a $990,000 green infrastructure

project; can you just explain what that is?
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LI AM KAVANAGH: Green infrastructure is a
system of natural installations that capture storm
wat er, prevent it fromgoing into the city's sewer
systemy in nost cases it is diverted fromthe
conmbi ned sewer system which contributes towards what
they call conbined sewer overflow, which contributes
pollutants to the surrounding waters. |In Brighton
Beach, however, because a |lot of the sewers are not
connected to the conbi ned system sone of the water
flows directly out into the ocean and so with the
green infrastructure we're gonna be capturing water,
filtering out pollutants and preventing it from going
into the water and the beaches off of Brighton Beach.

CO CHAIR TREYCER:. Maybe we'll have a
fol | ow up di scussion [background comment] about that...
that scope of the project. And just to again...|
nmenti oned before; just worth repeating one nore tine,
to make sure we flag those parks that are still
damaged, not just...of course the beach work were
critical, but 1'msaying playgrounds for fanmlies and
children as we enter the summer season right now,

[ background comment] there is surf playgrounds in
Coney Island, Nautilus that you nentioned that

requires additional funding; there's also a park
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that's not physically in ny district, but serves ny
di strict, Bensonhurst Park, and that pronenade near
Cesar's Bay, [background comrent] which sustained
gquite a bit of damage and that's park |land there, so
we must make sure that we're getting rei nbursenents
and funding and flag themto expedite that work,
because we're entering summer season now and

nei ghbor hoods are still not seeing that type of
progress that we all would hope to see. [background
comment] Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: Thank you so nuch
thanks to the adm nistration for your testinony and
your answers. We're now gonna call up our panel of
public wi tnesses, which will include -- let's see,
| da Sanoff, John Cori of Friends of Rockaway Beach
Janes Yol les from New Yorkers for Parks; Hope Cohen
fromthe Battery Conservancy. [background conmment s]

So are you ready, Mss Sanoff with your
presentation or would you |like to go second?

[ background coments] GCkay. W have only three

m nutes for presentation because we have a hard stop
comng up at 3:30. [background conmment] So if...

[ background coments] Your entire witten testinony

will be entered into the record, so we'll reviewthat
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for sure and we can enter your presentation into the
record electronically as well. Just nake sure your
mc is on.

| DA SANOFF: Is it on now? [background
comment] Okay. [background comment] It's amazing
sitting here and listening to sone of the testinony.
Bri ght on Beach and Coney Island were badly fl ooded,;
it's close to two years past Hurricane Sandy and the
only thing we have to show for it is a beach
repl enishnment. There is talk of a nulti-m|llion-
dollar project to protect Coney Island Creek and |
call it the "Wien Pigs WII Fly" project, because
that's howlong it's going to take to design, vet,
review, study, decide, and | ook at this project. So
i nstead of using cost-effective, proven econom ca
nmeasures, such as sand dunes, we're spending tens of
mllions of dollars on a project that will probably
never be built.

One of the bigger problens is the
invisible line in the sand. On one side of the
beach, New York State DEC regul ations apply and a
whi |l e back they wanted to put a concrete bi ke path on
t he beach and DEC said absolutely not; in a storm

surge it's going to lift up and formprojectiles, yet
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on the opposite side of this invisible Iine of the
sand the Parks Departnent's regul ati ons apply and

t hey wanna put concrete slab boardwal k sections in

wi t hout any safety testing environnental studies,
they're doing it as pilot projects, so that avoids
all oversight. Now | had sone...| don't knowif we're
gonna have tine...bottomline is, a year before

Hurri cane Sandy the project, the pilot study cane
before the design conm ssion, | presented 150 years
worth of Arny Corps of Engineers storm surge data for
Coney Island and | was told, "Lady, a stormsurge is
never gonna hit that boardwal k." | didn't evacuate;

| wat ched the storm surge cone over the boardwal k and
briefly, I guess you can't get it up, but |'ve got
sonme things here and I'Il | eave them here; you can
see under the concrete section there is erosion, and
you have this in the bigger printout there; there it
is again, erosion. Wen you |ook at the street next
to the concrete section, here's all the sand, 8-10
feet of sand, but when you |look at the parts of the
boar dwal k where you have a wooden boardwal k on either
side of it, there was no erosion. So sonething
happened next to that concrete -- here it is, you can

see over here, okay, here's the erosion; there's the
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erosion, and all of a sudden it stops where there's
wood; why; sonething happened. And when you | ook on
the top of the boardwal k you can see that on the
wooden section [bell] the sand settled out. Ckay,
that indicates that the wave sl owed down so that the
sand could settle out. And when you | ook at the
concrete there's not a speck of sand. Here's the
wooden boardwal k, inches and inches of sand; here's
the concrete right next to it; not a grain of sand
because that stormsurge hit that concrete full force
and it didn't slow dowmn. So there's all this talk
about resiliency and protection and engagi ng the
st akehol ders, well 1've been walkin' around with this
stuff since, | don't know, 2012, 2011...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank...

| DA SANOFF: and nobody...[ i nter pose]

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank...

| DA SANOFF: wanted to listen; that storm
surge canme over the boardwal k, it hit at that spot...
[i nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you.

| DA SANOFF: exactly what | said would

happen happened and nobody's still |istening.
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CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you Ms.
Sanof f .

| DA SANOFF:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you. Ckay,
next up we'll hear fromM. Cori.

JOHN CORI: How you doin'? John Cori,
Friends of Rockaway Beach. | just wanna correct
Comm ssi oner Kavanagh; there is a group called
Fri ends of Rockaway Beach in Rockaway.

| did come here to speak about a couple
of specific itens, but | do wanna tap into this talk
of dunes. In the SIR report, Page 47, it tal ks about
dunes as a potential safety barrier in the future.
Dune will not work; fortified dunes will work; you've
gotta have a double dune systemwith a fortified
dune, neani ng, secondary dune has sone sort of a
revetnment or a concrete barrier, sonething strong
that's gonna hold the water back.

Now, the other thing is, you know |'ve
been advocating for rock jetties -- stone groins is
the exact nanme. |[If you look in the Rockaways between
86th Street, |ooking east in mddle of the peninsula,
we have stone groins and there's significantly |ess

damage and that's because...and there were no dunes; |
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nmean this SIR report clains there were dunes; there
was sone beach grass. Now obviously, you know, it's
not that easy to just go out there and just throw
out..the city can't just throw out stone groins, but
obvi ously stone groins hold sand; you cannot put a
dune on a beach w thout a groin, anywhere on the Long
| sl and seashore, which goes from Coney Island to

Mont auk, now this talk of dunes is not a good idea
unl ess you really seriously make them correctly.

Now the main reason | really cane here
today was about the issue in the Rockaways -- | have
no pictures to show, 'cause there's nothing left to
show -- we |ost...al ong the Rockaway boardwal k we | ost
a mle of beach, probably $50 mllion, and | can't
estimate correctly, but according to Parks, nunbers
they've thrown out there over the years in looking to
get things replaced prior to the storm we |ost about
a mle of beach...l"msorry; a mle of park next to
t he boardwal k; obvi ously we have the noney now,
supposedly, we're gonna be redoi ng our boardwal k, but
the issue is, our kids have nothing, skate park
obliterated, hockey rink obliterated, 28 handbal
courts obliterated, gone, they're not there.

Unfortunately Parks has told us they've only
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requested from FEMA of that $800 million, $4.7
mllion;, something is gravely wong with those
nunbers. Now, that being said, you knowit's just
i ncredi bl e that now Parks has spent a year with
probably tens of thousands of dollars doing outreach
studies to | ook at a conceptual plan, a conceptua
pl an that includes the entire Rockaway peninsul a,
nost of which was not significantly damaged fromthe
storm and yet the area that we are tal king about
bet ween 86th Street and 108th Street in Longshore
from Par kway and Rockaway Beach [sic] in the
nei ghbor hood of Rockaway Park, we have no park,
there's no plan to put it back, $4.7 mllion may put
back part of one of the playgrounds and maybe part of
the skate park; in the neantime we have no handbal
courts, they're all gone -- the kids have no sw ng
sets, there's nothing, nothing to show -- sonethi ng
needs to be corrected, soneone really needs to pay
attention to this; unfortunately the [bell] $4.7
mllion is not gonna do it, we need a | ot nore noney
and we really appreciate the tinme, you guys doing
this. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you M. Cori .

Okay, M. Yolles, you' re next.
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JAMES YOLLES: Thanks, good to see you,
Chair. |1'mJanes Yolles, Communications Director at
New Yorkers for Parks. This sumrer New Yorkers for
Parks is conducting a conprehensive post Sandy
assessnment of the city's eight municipal sw ming
beaches, including boardwal ks, for our next report
card on beaches. Because that work is ongoi ng, our
comrents today will largely concern other el enents of
citywide stormrecovery. But first, a note on that
upconi ng report. Cbviously few Parks Depart nment
properties sustained as nuch danage as the Cty's
ei ght public swi nm ng beaches; we published report
cards on these properties in 2007, 2009 and 2011;
whi |l e the mai ntenance conditions dramatically
i nproved over that time, these spaces obviously
require a fresh assessnment now. Qur new report wll
be twofold, it wll score nmaintenance conditions at
every beach and it will assess how the Parks
Departnent is handling the recovery at each beach
froma nanagenent perspective. W' re hopeful that
the report will provide the Departnent with a hel pful
i ndependent assessnent of its post Sandy beach

recovery work and we | ook forward to sharing the
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findings of that report with both conmittees here
t oday.

As increasingly volatile weather becones
the norm it's critical that the Council and
adm ni stration work to ensure that the Departnent is
staffed and funded accordingly, just two exanples,
with interest of tine.

First on tree care. Even though the
Par ks Departnent has, thanks to recent budget
restorations, shortened its pruning cycle for street
trees to a nine-year cycle, we were disnmayed to |learn
at the Council's February 25th hearing on tree care
that the Departnent does not have the budget to prune
trees in parks with the sane frequency. W hope the
Counci| and Parks Departnent can work together on a
plan to start getting trees in parks closer to the
reconmended seven-year cycle; this is especially
important with the salt water damage to tree roots
after Sandy and certainly there will be nore weat her
events in the future.

Second, Capital Division staffing.
Foll owi ng Hurricane Sandy, the Parks Departnent was
forced to sideline nunerous capital projects, as

Capital Division staff turned its attention to Sandy
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recovery, project planning and oversight. This
backl og remains and takes a citywide toll on an
al ready slow capital construction process. One snal
step that will contribute to faster capital project
tinmelines would be to increase the Capital D vision
staff. Adding $4 mllion to the FY15 budget for
parks would create 55 nore full-time positions in the
Capital Division. This expansion would allowthe
Departnent to clear its backlog of Sandy-rel ated
projects and allow the city to nove forward nore
quickly with plans to address capital needs in
nei ghbor hood parks across the city. W' re encouraged
that Chair Levine and his coll eagues are supporting
this $4 mllion request as part of the Council's
overal | budget request package. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: Thank you. And next
up i s Mss Cohen.

HOPE COHEN: Thank you; |I'm here fromthe
Battery Conservancy and we got hit hard by Sandy too,
we're recovering, we are |ooking forward to working
with the Parks Departnent as we plan resilient
nmeasures into the park; we're actually expecting,
hoping to get a grant fromthe New York Rising for

initial bermng, but that's actually not what |I'm
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here to talk to you about today, | wanted to raise
the Council's awareness of other projects that have
their heritage in Sandy that effect parks. So while
we have our own recovery and continue to need to plan
resiliency nmeasures into the surface of the park, we
have been made aware in recent nonths of how nuch
other infrastructure inpacts the park and how ot her
agenci es, other than the Parks Departnent, have
projects that will inpact the park. And in our park
particularly, obviously that's the one that | know
the best, major, major projects fromNew York Gty
DOT and from MITA New York City Transit and | expect
that we are not the only parking systemthat has this
situation that after some recovery of the surface
park there's major inpact to the park to be had from
ot her agencies needing to do also vital recovery and
resiliency work and | just wanna nmake the Counci
aware of that, to put that on your agenda goi ng
f orward

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you very much
and you have the thanks of a grateful nation for
yielding the remaining of your tinme. This is going
to con...[ background comment] excuse ne. [background

comment] Sure. This is gonna conclude the portion
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of our neeting devoted to our topic jointly with the
Recovery and Resiliency Commttee; everyone's wel cone
to stay as we transition to introduction of
legislation related to parks co-naming. This is
somet hi ng that the Council does once a year...excuse
me, twice a year and we have currently 64 co-nam ngs
t hat have been proposed by nenbers of the Council.

W' re gonna all ow nmenbers who wi sh to nake statenents
and we'll be hearing fromany public w tnesses who

wi sh to comment on street co-naming. |'Il just
mention very quickly that | have submtted for two
street co-namngs nyself, the first is George Carlin
Way, which we're proposing for the corner of 121st
Street and Broadway in my district; this is the bl ock
where he grew up and spent nuch of his life; of
course Ceorge Carlin was not only a conedian, witer
and social critic, but he was also really at the
forefront of expanding free speech in the nedia,
including a case that went all the way to Suprene
Court. | have a second co-naning on the corner of
116th Street and Broadway in honor of Barnard
Col | ege, which is celebrating its 125th anniversary
this year; this is an institution which is a pioneer

i n higher education for wonen in Anmerica and renains
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a vital source of such education for wonen today. |
believe that ny coll eague, Council Menber Mendez
woul d i ke to cormment on a coupl e co-nam ngs.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you, M.
Chair. 1'd like to speak about three co-nam ngs; one
which | co-introduced with Margaret Chin, she's the
prime sponsor; one which | introduced and Margaret's
nane was |left off, so that was our bad; nmy intern
didn't know, and one which |I've introduced by nyself.
So the one that Margaret and | introduced is Section
6, Deshane Santana Way; her grandnother is here
today, Teresa Pedroza, and in the one that Margaret
and | are supposed to be introducing, Mrie
Chri stopher Way, Section 30. These are two instances
wher e individuals, instead of being victimzed have
decided to make a difference. |In the case of Deshane
Sant ana, her grandnother has beconme an activist, very
vocal on transportation issues, and this was a very
dangerous intersection and as a result of her work
and the work of the conmunity and Comrunity Board 3,
we've installed lots of traffic-cal mng neasures.
Deshane was 12 years old and was killed right by the
W lianmsburg bridge several years ago after school

and so as a result of that, that is a safer
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intersection for children and adults alike and we
hope never to have these kinds of incidents again.
Mari e Chri stopher was a tenant activist, she turned
her life to inproving lives of tenants after she was
burnt out of her own apartnent in Harlem and then
noved to the Lower East Side; when in the Lower East
Si de she was confronted with a ot of drug dealing
and she organi zed, not just within her project-based
Section 8 building, but with the public housing
across the street and created a |ot of coalitions.
When ny nother noved to Puerto Rico a couple of years
ago, Marie Christopher decided she will becone ny
not her and at every neeting she would ensure that |
ate, that | had ny tea and ny vitam ns and we | ost
her shortly after Sandy to pancreatic cancer and she
has been nmuch m ssed by all of us in the tenant
novenent and by those of us in the Lower East side.
Father Damien's Way is in the northern part of ny
district on East 33rd Street; the Archdi ocese has
several institutions there besides churches and

Fat her Dam en was very instrunental in fighting

| eprosy and Conmunity Board 6 has agreed to co-nane
this street where they have a chapel and a center and

they do lots of work fromthere and I am happy to
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support these three co-namngs, as well as those of
ny col | eagues. Thank you very much, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE: Thank you very much
Counci | Menber Mendez. W have one nenber of the
public who's requested to speak on a street co-
nam ng; that is...believe it's Teresa Pedroza, if |
pronounce the nane correctly. Wl cone, Mss Pedroza
and a rem nder that we're on a three-mnute clock for
the public testinmony. [interpose]

TERESA PEDROZA: Yes. Well first | wanna
tal k about the trees; we had a lot of trees down in
our nei ghborhood and I would |ike to nake sure that
you put salt-resilient trees, not just one kinda
tree. | talked to...1 live in the housing projects
and we | ost over 1,000 trees and | talked to Cecil,
M. House...M. House, and he was sayin' that they're
gonna start putting trees next year, because the
norwood tree has to be put in at a certain tine, but
that's the sane tree that had the probl em anyway, so
| think that you should think about putting a
different kinda tree, 'kay, not just a norwood tree.

The second issue is the co-namng of ny
gr anddaught er, co-nane of the north end of Del ancey

Street. She was 12 years ol d when she passed; she
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was com ng out of school with the rest of the kids.
So | have a letter fromone of the kids that | would
like to read.

"I'n honor of our friend Deshane, | would
like to request that Del ancey Street be renaned
Deshane Santana, that the street should not only be
renaned, but fixed, the crossing |ights go away too
qui ckly, even as it counts down. If you could find
it possible to slow down the countdown by an extra
three seconds. Also, widen and | engthen the curb to
prevent another child from being hurt and any
famlies fromfeeling injustice.”

This is froma little girl that was
crossing the street with Deshane and she's stil
worried about crossing Del ancey Street. So the
changes were great, but they are still scared to
cross that street and if you could vote on this
issue, |I'Il greatly appreciate this. Thank you very
nmuch.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  Thank you, M ss
Pedroza, [background conment] very noving testinony
and perhaps we'll work with Council Menber Mendez,
since this is your district, to contact DO...oh, it's

Counci| Menber Chin's? Ckay, forgive ne.
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[ background coment] Okay. Well perhaps the two of
us can reach out to her to tal k about reaching out to
DOT to fix this signal timng on that. ay. Geat.

Wel |l this concludes our hearing today;
thank you all for being here and it was wonderful
working with you, M. Chair...[interpose]

CO CHAI R TREYCER: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI NE:  hopefully we'll have
occasion to do it again sonetine.

CO CHAIR TREYCER: | expect...Thank you
for your |eadership on this issue and many ot her
Parks equity issues and | think this is the first of
many j oi nt Parks hearings to discuss Sandy recovery
update. Thank you, Chair.

[ gavel ]

CO CHAIR TREYCER: Yes, and thanks to our

counsels as well and to the staff. Thanks.
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