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  A.10144
By. Assm. O’Donnell

  S. 7892
By: Sen. Klein

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to speed limits.

BACKGROUND:
The proposed legislation provides for the extension of City authority to impose certain speed limits. Specifically, New York City will be authorized to set citywide speed limits, to as low as 25 miles per hour, provided, however, that where a speed limit is to be reduced at a location greater than 5 miles per hour, the local Community Board would need to be notified at least 60 days prior to the change in speed limit.
 Currently, New York City is permitted to set citywide speed limits between 30 and 55 miles per hour. The proposed legislation will increase that range to as low as 25 miles per hour for a citywide speed limit. Finally, the bill would require the City to provide a bi-annual report to the Governor, the Temporary President of the Senate, and the Assembly Speaker, beginning March 1, 2015, discussing the results of the locations where the speed limit has been established at less than 25 miles per hour and where traffic calming measures have been installed.  That report would have to compare crash data from such locations from prior to and subsequent to the change in speed limit and implementing traffic calming measures, to the extent this data were available at the State or City level.
PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

The provisions of the legislation are the following: Section 1 of the bill renumbers paragraph 26 of subdivision (a) of section 1642 of Vehicle and Traffic Law to paragraph 27, and adds a new paragraph 26, which would have 2 subparagraphs.  Subparagraph a of this new paragraph would permit cities with one million people or more to set a citywide speed limit to as low as 25 miles per hour.  Current law allows for such cities to set speed limits between 30 and 55 miles per hour.  Subparagraph b of this new paragraph would require that where the speed limit of a roadway is to be reduced by greater than five miles per hour, the local Community Board would be required to be notifies sixty days prior to the speed limit change.

Section 2 of the bill would amend subparagraph b of the new paragraph 27 of subdivision (a) of section 1642 of Vehicle and Traffic Law to require a city establishing speed limits below 25 miles per hour to submit a report to the governor, the temporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assembly on or before March 1, 2015 and biannually thereafter on the results of using traffic calming measures and speed limits lower than 25 miles per hour, with such report being required to compare crash data from before and after the implementation of the lower speed limit and traffic calming measures, to the extent such data is available at the State or City level.
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Ninety days after becoming law.

