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COW TTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEG SLATI ON 3

CHAlI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Good afternoon,
and wel conme. M nane is Karen Koslowitz, and | am
t he Chairperson of the State and Federal Legislation
Commttee. Today, we will be considering two Sate
Legi sl ati ve Resol utions and two Mayor's Messages.
First I would like to introduce the nenbers of the
Commttee that are present at this tinme. Counci
Menber Kal |l os, Council Menber Misel, Council Menber
D ckens, and Council Menber Reynoso.

This afternoon, the Committee will be
voting on two State Legislative Resolutions. The
first being considered today would require the FDNY
to provide all Fire Oficers with at [ east 40 hours
of field training and classroominstruction in the
Bui | di ng and Construction Codes, and | ocal
ordi nances, and an additional 40 hours of field and
cl assroominstruction in the Fire Code. Enphasis
will be on the inspection duties of Fire Oficers and
any relevant changes to these duties as a result of
the new Fire and Buil ding Codes that took effect
since July 2008.

The second State Legislative Resol ution
bei ng heard today woul d support the passage of Senate

Bill 6115 and Assenbly Bill 8386, under current State
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COW TTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEG SLATI ON 4
Law, which is set to sunset on Decenber 31st, 2014.
New York City is authorized to install 150 red |ight
caneras at one tine. This proposed |egislation would
renove all conditions, and woul d aut horize New York
Cty toinstall right light cameras as it deens fit.

The Committee will al so be considering
two Mayor's Messages. The first Mayor's Message
bei ng heard today supports the passage of S. 7703 and
A. 9834, which would extend New York Gty authority to
install and use up to 150 red |light canmeras. The
current authority granted by the State is set to
sunset on Decenber 31, 2014. This proposed
| egi slation woul d extend the sunset date to Decenber
31, 2019.

Lastly, the Commttee will consider a
Mayor's Message, which supports the passage of
A. 9731, which seeks to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic
Law in the relation -- in the relation to speed
l[imts. This bill would give New York City the
authority to have a citywide speed Iimt of 20 niles
per hour. Moreover, the bill would permt the Gty
to make a witten determnation that traffic cal m ng
devi ces were not feasible at set |ocations. And

could then have the linmt at that |ocation to be as
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COW TTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEG SLATI ON 5
low as 20 mles per hour without traffic calmng
devi ces.

Finally, the bill would require the Cty
to provide a bi-annual report to the Governor, the
Temporary President of the Senate, and the Assenbly
Speaker. Begi nning March 1, 2015, discussing the
results of the | ocations where the speed [imt has
been established at |less than 25 m|les per hour, and
where traffic cal m ng nmeasures have been install ed.

Do nmy col | eagues have any statenents that
they would |ike to make? GCkay, we have --

[ Pause]

[ background di scussi on]

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO  Yeah, Chair
Koslowitz, can | ask a question?

CHAlI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Yes, Counci
Menber .

[ Pause]

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO  Speaking of --
W consider that as a law S. 7009 and A 9573 in the
Assenbly by Gol den and the body regarding the -- |I'm
| ooking at the fiscal inpact anticipated in 2015 of
$23 mllion. And just wanted to speak on what

occurred recently or what happened that made us fee
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COW TTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEG SLATI ON 6
that the Fire Departnment needed nore training. And
just | know that there's an opportunity with that
answer hopeful ly.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: That the Fire
Depart nent needs nore training?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO.  Yes, and sort of
like if the purpose is to require a nandatory

training for Fire Oficers in all cities whose

popul ation is excess -- is in excess of one mllion.
[ Pause]
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOCSO | guess |'m just

not clear, that's all.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: Ri ght now there
i'sS no requirenent.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO. There are new
Bui | di ng Codes and they haven't been trained under
t hose Buil di ng Codes.

CHAlI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: And there's new
Bui | di ng Codes, and they haven't been trai ned under
t hose Buil di ng Codes.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO  kay, that

clears it up. Thank you. | appreciate it.
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COW TTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEG SLATI ON 7

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Counci | Menber

Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: [off m c]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: Ckay, one person
that wants to testify. I1t's Bill Lindauer and we've

been joi ned by Council Menber Espinal.

[ Pause]

BILL LINDAUER: M nane is Bill Lindauer.
| drove a taxi for some 30 years in New York City.
I"ma proud nenber of the New York Taxi Wbrkers
Al liance, which represents Yellow Cab drivers in New
York City, and is part of the AFL-CIO  Qur Executive
Director Bhairavi Desai is a nenber of the Executive
Council of the AFL-CIO W all are for safety.
Statistics show that cab drivers are the safest
drivers in New York. | know we're targeted by the
cops, and by snide remarks by the nedia and naybe
sonme ot her people, who I won't nention. But
statistics don't lie in this case. W are the
safest. W are New York's safest. | would |ove that
to be the decal on every cab in New York as New
York's Finest is on the police cars, and Bravest is

on fire engines, et cetera. M point is...
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COW TTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEG SLATI ON 8
CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: [ nt er posi ng]

Tal k about the bill, sir.

BILL LI NDAUER. Yes, | think the bil
shoul d be anended because it's discrimnatory, and
could subject the City to | egal action against the
City because you're singling out cab drivers. Under
the legislation, the Taxi and Li nobusi ne Conm ssion
could give points for red light violations. Regular
notorists won't get any points. So many drivers with
fam lies who have their |icenses suspended for
not hing. Because if the yellow lights are |ike this,
| don't know if they barely neet the Federa
Requi rement M ni mum of three seconds. It suddenly
turns yellow, you either slamon the brakes or you go
t hrough. And when you go through, it could turn red.
So you're damed if you do. Dammed if you don't but
to single out Yellow Cab drivers to nmake them
scapegoats i s unconscionable, and I think the bil
shoul d be anended to not permt the TLC to punish cab
drivers while other notorists go free willingly.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: | think that it's

a surprise to all notorists, and | just want to say
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COW TTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEG SLATI ON 9
to clarify the Mayor's nessage regarding speed limt
woul d permt the city to reduce its cityw de speed
limts as low as 25 mles per hour.

BILL LI NDAUER: That we could live wth,
yes.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: | don't... Well,
that's what this bill is about.

BILL LINDAUER: It's just the canera
things and the points that the TLC |likes to subject
cab drivers to. Qher notorists pay fifty bucks and
they're scott free. TLC wants to inpose terrible
fines; wants to levy points so drivers cannot nmake a
living. Have their licenses suspended for nothing,
and then they drive a hundred tines nore than any
regular notorist. This is just totally unfair, and |
find it's unconscionable, and this supposed to be a
| abor-friendly city. Not in this case.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Ckay. Counci |
Menber Mai sel .

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  You recogni ze
that the only people who are allowed to drive a cab
are the person who is licensed to drive that cab?

Bl LL LI NDAUER: O cour se.
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COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Right, so with a
regul ar notorist, anybody could drive a regul ar car.
So the purpose of the bill is to exenpt notorists
from poi nts because the caneras can't distinguish
who's driving. So if the caneras can't distinguish
who's driving, there's no reason to give points, or
there's no ability to give points to the notorist who
is violating the law. In the case of a Yell ow Cab,
only those people have the license to drive will be
driving that Yellow Cab. Therefore, it's easy to
give points to that person

BILL LI NDAUER. Ch, aren't we the |ucky
ones, huh? [l aughs]

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Well, but that's
-- that's -- but that's the rationale -- that's the
rationale since it's quite clear that if a Yell ow Cab
is violating the restrictions, we know that it's the
Yell ow Cab driver who's |icensed and that's why they
get the points. So | don't know if there's anything
unconstitutional about that or illegal about that.

BILL LI NDAUER Well, we might find out
in court one day. [l aughs]

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Ckay. [bell]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Thank you.
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Bl LL LI NDAUER: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Anybody el se want
to make any kind of comment. Wth that, do you want
to call the roll

CLERK: Wl liam Martin, Community O erk.
Rol|l call vote Conmittee on State and Federa
Legislation. Itens are coupled. Council Menber
Kosl owi t z.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: | vote aye.

CLERK: Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.

CLERK:  Espi nal

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Aye.

CLERK: Kal |l os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: Aye.

CLERK:  Mni sel

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: I n favor

CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOCSO  Aye on all.

CLERK: By a vote of six in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstentions, itens have been adopted. Menbers,

pl ease sign the Comm ttee Reports.
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CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: Ckay, we're going
to keep the Cormittee open for 20 minutes. People
are at neetings all over. So we're going to keep it
open for 20 mnutes. Thank you, and naybe one day
we' || have a hour's neeting.

COUNCI L MEMBER: W can only hope.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: This neeting is

adj ourned. [gavel]
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