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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 3

[ Gavel ].

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Good afternoon. 1’'m
Counci| Menber Eric Urich, Chair of the Gty
Council’s Commttee on Veterans. Today the commttee
wi Il be discussing and considering three Resol utions
on varying topics but equally all of which are
equal ly inportant to veterans and their famlies
t hroughout the five boroughs. Before we continue,
I’d i ke to acknow edge the Council Menbers who have
joined us, both on the conmittee and those who are
guests of the conmttee. W have Council Menber Al an
Mai sel of Brooklyn, we have Jumaane WI | ians of
Br ookl yn, a sponsor of one of the resolutions and he
will be speaking in a short while. Council Menber
Paul Val |l one of Queens, nyself, the Speaker of the
Cty Council, Melissa Mark-Viverito. W’'re going to
hear fromher in just a few mnutes. To her right,
Counci | Menber Fernando Cabrera of the Bronx and we
are al so joined by Council Menber Andy Cohen of the
Bronx and the Commttee Counsel Kelly Taylor is here
as wel .

Sol'd like to turn the m ke over to the
Speaker of the Council and then we' Il proceed with

t he hearing.
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 4

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Thank you so nuch
Chair Urich for your advocacy on issues regarding
Vet erans and obvi ously the support for these Resos
that we’ll be listening to and hearing today. So
good afternoon, [Speaking Spanish]. I want to thank
this Intro’s co-sponsor, Council Wrman Marie del
Carnmen Arroyo and also all the commttee staff for
their help. | nost especially want to thank the
veterans who are here today. Men |like Erhenio Cavato
[sp?] of the 65'™" Infantry. W know your sacrifice
and we understand it. W know that may of your
brothers did not make it beyond battle fields. W
know t hat you earned and deserve a | ong overdue
nati onal stage and spotlight. This is why as Speaker
of the Gty Council | urge the Council’s Conmittee on
Veterans to Pass Resolution 103. | introduced this
resolution as a way for the council to showits
strong support for a Congressional Gold Medal for the
65'" Infantry Regi ment of Puerto Rico.

W were very happy to learn | ast night as
we were preparing and we' ve been anxiously wanting to
have this hearing and the Resol ution adopted. That
| ast night, the Senate passed this nmeasure which now

awaits President Cbanma’s signature. The soldiers of
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 5
the 65'" are known as the Borinqueneers. Mst who
served in this regimen were fromthe island. But
many state-side Puerto Ricans, including Dr. Frank
Bonilla who is a founder of the communities Center
for Puerto Rican Studies were members of the 65"
The 65'" nost distinguished itself during the Korean
War, to the point that it earned the high praise of
General Douglas MacArthur. The Borinqueneers endured
brutal conditions and harsh terrain during an era
where war still involved and to hand conbat. And
unfortunately, like other soldiers and units of
color, the 65'" was subjected to negative
st ereotypes, a doubl e-standard, heavier penalties
than their white counterparts and under decoration.
Despite this the Borinqueneers served with great
bravery and remained true to the 65'"s nodel of honor
and fidelity. And I nust point out that they did so
at a tinme when Puerto Rico was being treated and
continues to be treated very undenocratically.

So many of our bel oved veterans are not
alive to see the eve of this historic Congressiona
Gold Medal. We renenber themthis and every Menori al

Day. Those who remain with us should and must know
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 6
that their city, their islands and the nation they
served recogni ze them before the worl d.

So | also wanted to.., you know, this year
the Puerto Rican Day Parade is al so honoring the
Bori nqueneers and | do want to pay speci al
recognition to Congresswonan Nydi a Vel azquez whose
been extrenely, extrenely firmon this issue to the
point, that as | said, the Senate did vote and we're
waiting the President’s signature. From a daughter
whose father and whose grandfather did serve in the
Arnmy and in the Navy, you know, | really thank al
the veterans for their sacrifice and I’ mvery excited
that we will be passing this reso. So with that |
encourage ny colleagues to join ne in supporting this
resol ution and encourage New Yorkers to salute The
Bori nqueneers who are being honored in this year’s
Nati onal Puerto Rican Day Parade on June 8'"

Thank you Chair Urich

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Thank you Madam
Speaker and | want to thank you for your continued
support of this commttee and the inportant work that
we are doing on behalf of veterans. The Speaker has
been a staunch supporter of nmany of the Resol utions

and the Bills that have been introduced by ne and ny
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 7
col | eagues and we’re | ooking forward to passing this
Resolution as well as the other two which we’'ll be
di scussi ng today.

The Committee will hear Resol ution 103,

i ntroduced by the Speaker urging President Gbama to
sign HR-1726 and S-1174. Legislation to award the
Congr essi onal Gold Medal to the 65'" Infantry

Regi nent, known as the Boringqueneers. How was that?
Ckay very good.

The 65'" Infantry Reginent, Puerto Rico’s
only active duty reginment, played a proninent role in
Wrld War |, World War |1 and the Korean War. The
65'" Infantry Regi ment performed nany remarkabl e
mlitary acconplishnments and this |egislation
acknowl edges their sacrifice and inval uabl e
contributions defending our freedom The comittee
wi Il also hear Resol ution #79 introduced by ny
col | eague, Council Menber Jurmaane W/ I ianms, which
calls for the creation of a tickertape parade for
I raqg and Afghani stan veterans. Personally, | can
think of no better way to honor the post 911 veterans
and returning service nenbers with a wel cone hone
cel ebrati on down the canyon of heroes and | appl aud

Counci | Menber WIlianms and the Mnority Leader
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 8
Counci | Menber Vinny lgnizio who introduced a simlar
Resol ution in support of the tickertape parade.

New York City hosted a Wl come Hone

Parade for veterans after World War |, after the
first Gulf War and | know that the council wll work
very closely with Mayor de Blasio, his admnistration
and our federal elected officials to see this parade
to fruition. Lastly, the commttee will explore a
resolution | introduced |ast nonth, Resolution 200.
Which calls upon the New York State Legislature to
pass and the CGovernor to sign Senate Bill 4714 and
Assenbly acconpanying Bill 6974. Legislation that
woul d al | ow public enpl oyees who rendered peace tine
mlitary service to purchase and apply credit towards
New York Retirement Systens. Currently New York
State Law only allows certain honorably discharged
veterans working in the public sector the opportunity
to purchase, essentially buy-back and apply up to
three years of their mlitary service credit towards
their retirenent. However, the law as it stands,
excl udes and does not allow all peace tine veterans
and even sone who served during designated periods of
conflict. This legislation would rightfully extend

eligibility to all honorably discharged veterans.
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 9

| want to acknow edge and thank agai n.
The support of the Speaker of the Council, Melissa
Mar k- Vi verito, Council Menber Junmaane WIIlianms, whose
bill we are discussing today and all of the nenbers
of the commttee for joining us.

And now we will hear fromthe first
panel .

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  Onh actual ly, first
we have to hear from Jumaane WIlians. How could I
forget? GCkay, the sponsor of Reso 79, Council Menber
Jumaane W11l i ans.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you M.
Chair Urich and thank you Speaker for being here.
And nenbers of the Commttee for holding the
resolution on Resolution 79. 1'd also like to thank
Counci| Menbers Gentile and Vallone along with the
Chair for co-sponsoring this resolution as well as
t he thanki ng Council Menber Ignizio for a simlar one
and nost inportantly to the veterans who are in the
audi ence.

Wth Menorial Day right around the
corner, it is inportant that we hear this resolution

today in honor of all our brave nen and wonen who’ ve
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 10
worn the uniformand sacrificed so nuch on behal f of
the city, state and our nation. The resolution calls
for the Gty of New York to public recognize veterans
of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars with tickertape
wel come parade to keep with the simlar events
extended to veterans of the Vietnam Gulf and Korean
wars. Tickertape parades in New York City were the
result of the evolution of years of public
celebration in the city and that the first such
parade occurred in 1886 when workers threw and
ti ckertape out of office windows to celebrate the
dedi cation of the Statute of Liberty. Tickertape
par ades wel coned hone veterans fromboth Wrld War |
and Wrld War Il and later the Korean and Vi et nam
wars. But only years after the conflicts ended.

Over 2.6 mllion service men and wonen
wer e deployed as part of the wars in Iraq and
Af ghani stan. Approxi mately 6,793 have |l ost their
Iives and 52,000 have been injured. Further many
veterans return home to a depressed economny struggle
to find enpl oynent, decent housing and supportive
services needed. | want to be clear. This is not
about, for ne, support of any particular war. It is

about nen and wonen who were asked to risk their
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 11
lives fromwhat they believed were for the best
interest of this country, this city, this nation and
were made prom ses and if we hear what’s happening in
Washi ngton with the VA and we know veterans who are
not getting the things that they were prom sed and
not getting the honor that they so deserved. And if
we can have sports teans wal ki ng down the canyon of
heroes. W nost shoul d have our veterans wal ki ng
down the canyon of heroes who risked their lives and
risk nore than that, | believe. Their entire being,
their person, their famlies, the nental stability,
that’s the |l east, the mninmumthat we should be able
to do.

Let’ s honor those who have sacrificed for
us all, by supporting a tickertape parade in their
honor. Thank you M. Chair and I'd like to ask to
add ny nane to Resolution 103 and 200.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Thank you Counci
Menber WIllianms. And | know that before we call up
the first panel, Council Menber Fernando Cabrera al so
asked to speak in support of the Speaker’s Reso.

[ Background tal k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: After, alright,

good, even better. So let’s call up the first panel.
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 12
Yeheni o Cavero (phonetic), fromthe 65" Infantry
Regi nent Veteran...
[ Background tal k]
CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Juan Varel a, the
Bori nqueneers Congressional CGold Medal Alliance, if

he is here. Professor Luis Quiros, a Borinqueneer,

is here?

[ Background tal k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Pl ease. And Col onel
Roberto..,

[ Background t al k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Present. Ckay.

[ Background tal k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH: He's a U. S. Arny
Hi stori an.

[ SPEAKI NG SPANI SH|

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Ckay. M. Estrada
right.

[ Background tal k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Ckay. Yes, alright.
W'l start with M. Cavero. Please press the button
on the mcrophone. Draw it closer to you and speak

when you’ re ready.
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 13

MR. CAVERO Ladies and gentlenmen of the
New York City Council and Committee on Veterans,
thank you for the invitation to appear here today.
To testify on behalf of Resolution #103 urging the
President of the United States and Congress to award
t he Congressional Gold Medal to the 65'" Infantry
Regi ment known as The Borinqueneers. | have copies
of my testinony for all of you. | amnot going to
read all of that. | amgoing to read the bottom
l'ines.

In the United States Arny we have a very
sinple fornmul a about presentations. Tell them what
you' re going to tell them tell them then tell them
what you told them So this is what I’mgoing to
tell you. M bottomline, up front. United States
Arnmy’s 65'" Infantry Regiment is nmore than worthy of
bei ng awarded the Congressional Gold Medal for its
service and sacrifice to this country for three
reasons. First, the 65'" Infantry Regi nent fought
brilliantly in Korea despite problens, later in the
war. The Reginment arrived in Septenber 1950 in
Korea, the largest and best trained United States
regular army, infantry reginment in Korea at the tine.

The only reginents that approximted the strength of
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 14
the reginent or the training, were the Marines. And
by the way, the reason the reginent arrives in Korea,
the best trained reginent. It is the only reginent
inthe United States Arnmy in 1950 that participated
in three major exercises in the |ast three years
before the war. The 1948 Atlantic Fl eet Exerci ses,
by the way, with United States Marines. The 1949
Atlantic Fleet Exercises with United States Marines
and the 1950 Puerto Rican Maneuvers Portrex. The
| ar gest post-war exercises since Wrld War Il1. The
regi nent was asked during these exercises to defend
the Island of Vieques against the 3¢ Infantry
Di vi sion and the 82" Airborne Division, ny old
division. The regi nent was supposed to be run over
the first day of the exercises. It stopped the 3'°
Infantry Division landings on the first day and it
wi ped out the 82" Infantry Battalion that junped in
on the second day. The reginent held the island to
the last day of the exercises when, instead of
surrendering, it counterattacked with everything it
had left and made it all the way back to the beaches.
And it was this brilliant performance that brought
the reginent to the attention of the arny. You see,

up to this point, Puerto Ricans had registered in
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 15
| arge nunbers. Hi spanics had registered in |arge
nunbers to serve in Wrld War | and World War |1 but
they were not called up. And why? This was a
nation, at the tinme, and an arny that put little
faith in people of color. So when Puerto Ricans did
serve in Wrld War | and World War Il they were given
the assignnents of guarding installations, guarding
i nes of conmunications. Now Portrex happens, the
arnmy is very short of personnel, it is sending
infantry reginments to Korea that are short.., so a
reginent is about 4,000 people., that are short as
many as 1,000 to 2,000 people each. It attenpts to
stop the North Koreans after the invasion in June of
1950, by putting an Anerican Infantry Reginment in
front of themthat was under-strengthed, poorly
trai ned and did not have the proper weapons. And
they were wi ped out. So now the reginent arrives in
Korea and it is a welconme addition. 4,000 Puerto
Ri can sol diers, nost of themveterans fromW\I| and
to their surprise the arny finds out that there’s
anot her 3,000 trained Puerto Rican sol diers already
in the replacenent pipeline for the reginment and they
can’'t believe it. The strength of the Puerto Ricans

inthe US Mlitary was so high that in the first
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 16
year of the war, the arny considers formng an al
Puerto Rican division of the 265'™" Infantry Regi nment
of the Korean Puerto Rican National Guard, the 266 of
the Puerto Rican National Guard and the 65'" Infantry
with all the support and supply units being from
Puerto Rico. But there’'s such a shortage of manpower
that they turned this down. So now, the reginent
gets to Korea and in the first year of the war,
serves with.., right away is attached to the 2"
Infantry Division that needs them badly and then is
attached to the 25'" that needs them badly and
finally the 39 Infantry Division arrives and it’s
attached to that division for the duration

The men in the reginment fight brilliantly
and are recogni zed not only Douglas McArt hur.
They’ re recogni zed by all of the generals as strong
perforners. They had good conmanders, but nost of
all they had Puerto Rican soldiers that spoke English
and Spani sh that had a great deal of experience and
that were veterans. And this is a unique reginent.
It was a segregated reginment. Okay. By law. Puerto
Ri can soldiers comng fromthe island could only
serve in this reginent. By |law, Puerto Rican

sergeants could only serve in this regiment. And so
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 17
t hese soldiers and sergeants, they’ d grown up
t oget her, they knew each other, they were nei ghbors,
they were famly. And so they fought |ike this band
of brothers, trenmendously well.

You have the history in front of you.

You see that the reginment conducts one of the |ast
bayonet charges at battalion level to take a hil
fromthe North Koreans. The history will show you
that when the 8'" Arny evacuated North Korea, a
battalion of the 65'" Infantry was one of the last to
| eave the beach. It held the beach against an entire
Chinese Arnmy and later in May of 1951 when the
Chi nese counterattack and our over running American
units, the reginment fights again brilliantly.
Inflicting huge | osses, and | have been in the all of
the official records, to include the intelligence
records, reading what the Chinese were saying, and
they avoided the 65'" Infantry. Because their |osses
were too high, so they shatter a Belgiumbattalion on
the left and another battalion and another battalion
on the right and the reginent is fighting the entire
time, but survives this nmassive onslaught in the
spring of 1951. So this reginent, |adies and

gentl emen, fought brilliantly. | tell you this as
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 18
you as a United States Historian who worked at the
Arnmy Center for MIlitary History for three years who
was brought aboard there because of ny qualifications
to wite, first a special study, and then the history
of this reginent. And | tell you this as a United
States Arny O ficer, a conbat arns officers, an arnor
officer, a paratrooper, a United States Arny
Strategist and Hstorian. | also tell you this as a
son of an Anmerican Sol dier, Jesus Maria Hernosa
(phonetic) who fought with the 65'™" in Korea. And
tell you this as the father of three Anerican
soldiers. M sons and | have been at war for the
| ast eleven years. So | ama historian, | ama
soldier, | was asked to wite this history and | did.

The second point | want to let you know,
is that Puerto Ricans fromthe island served at nore
than twi ce the rate per capita of continental
Anericans in the United States Arny in Korea and
suffered twice the causalities. This statistic cones
fromthe general archives of Puerto Rico. Fromthe
file of the Governor of Puerto Rico, Louis Marin.
kay, he had a special study done on this. This
despite the fact that the nen of the regi nent were

subj ect to trenmendous discrimnation fromthe
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19

continental officers and soldiers fromtheir owner

commanders. (Okay, so they suffered tw ce the

casualties. That casualty rate has never really been

recogni zed and | really don’'t want to go through

statistics with you, but the statistics, |I have a

second page in there which shows you all the

statistics. And finally..,

[ I nterpose]

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Which page is that?

MR. CAVERO It would be.., give nme one

m nute here.., It’s after the synopsis towards the

end, so it’s going to be page 22. So right here you

see that the total body casualties from what

we cal l

conti nental Anericans, white Anericans, was 0. 9% of

the U S. population in Korea. For Puerto Ricans, it

was 0.14% or alnpst twice the sane rate. And all the

statistics are there in terns of nunber of deaths,

wounded and casual ti es.

The final point., and so, what do | cal

this, you know, | call this disproportionate

sacrifice. Wile should the reginent be recogni zed?

First of all because it fought brilliantly, but

second, because di sproportionate sacrifice.

because it’'s service and sacrifices were not

Third,
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 20
adequately recogni zed. Despite the fact that the
65'" Infantry arrived in Korea before either the 7"
or 15'" Infantry Regiments of the same division, the
34 |nfantry Division. Wth which it served the 65'"
Infantry Reginment and its soldiers, to this day,
remain grossly under-represented in terns of awards.
In ternms of Medals of Honor, Distinguished Service
Crosses, Silver Stars and Bronze Stars. 1In fact, the
President of the United States awarded the First
Congr essi onal Medal of Honor to a Korean War Veteran
of the 65'" Regiment only in March of this year. It
is time to recogni ze the valor of the nen of the 65'"
I nfantry who fought not one, but two enem es.

Si mul t aneously for four brutal years in Korea. The
North Korean and Chi nese Armies and discrimnation.
It’s tine to correct the record with regard to the
United States Arny Puerto R can Reginment. CQur WNI
and Korean War veterans are dying at the rate of
1,500 a day. | thank god every day that ny father, a
veteran of the reginent in Korea, and the United
States Arny, is still with us. But | wonder, how
many nore years will that be so. W no | onger have
the luxury of endl ess debates. W nust act and

insure that justice is done, that service and
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 21
sacrifice are recognized. That these nen, from
Anerica’s forgotten war, know that as long as there’'s
a United States of Anmerica, they will be honored and
remenbered. It is tine to award The Bori nqueneers,
of the 65'" Infantry Regi nent, the Congressional Gold
Medal for their many, many years of service and
sacrifice to this country. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Thank you for your
t esti nony.

[ Background tal k]

[ SPEAKI NG SPANI SH|

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: This norning |
received a call froma friend just to give ne the
news that Congress had passed a bill giving the
Congr essi onal Gold Medal to the unit of the 65'"
Infantry Reginent. It was sonethi ng overwhel m ng
that | didn't expect. | thought that maybe by the
end of the year we would be able to get it. So, |I'm
very proud. | thank everybody involved in it. |
t hank Congress and | heard that President Cbhama will
sign the Bill making it law. Thank you.

[ Background tal k]
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 22

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Yes the senate
passed it, yes. | nmentioned it in ny remarks. So
t hank you for your service.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: On behal f of ny
col | eagues, and all the people at the Gty Council,
want to thank you for your service to our country and
your service does not go unrecogni zed or unrewar ded.
And that day is comng and it is com ng soon. Wth
the President’s signature. W’'re |ooking forward to
t hat .

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: |’ mjust one of the
61, 000 Puerto Ricans that went to Korea. So, it’'s an
honor. On their behalf I, I’mchoking, |I'mthe
spokesnman for them for those who never cane back,
whi ch over 700 died there. So | still renmenber them
Every one of the guys that | had on ny side and we
fought the Chinese and the North Korean. They
spilled their blood. | was lucky. | canme back in
one piece. But many of them nmany died, many | ost
arms and legs, so | still renenber those guy and for
them| believe that it’s an honor to all of them
Not so much ne, so thank you again.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Thank you very

much for, again, your service and for testifying and
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 23
| can inmagine how enotional it was when you heard
that the Senate passed this and hopefully we’'ll get
the signature shortly of the President. But, thank
you. | don’t know whose next.

[ SPEAKI NG SPANI SH|

[ Background tal k]

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TGO Put the m ke on
pl ease and state your nane for the record.

PROFESSOR QUI ROS: Thank you. Luis
Quiros. | amactivist, social worker, professor at
Fordham Uni versity, and author, etc. Lifelong Puerto
Ri can, fighting for our community. Can | continue
now?

There was a pre-requisite. Wiy do we
consistently need to defend oursel ves as Puerto
Ri cans? 1It’s about respect. Through respect and
pride though viewed as the others, the only box that
| can fill in the United States when | was born. |
am 68 Y2 years old, the only box available to ne was
ot hers.

In the niddl e of the 19'" Century, Puerto
Ri cans began requiring an identity beyond that of
col oni al subjects or Spain. The incidents depicted

sl ave insurgence, a colic epidemc, and hurricanes
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and are based on a history that is largely
unfamliar. | wanted to wite a book with |ots of
characters and | wanted to explore what it nmeant and
what it nmeans to be a Puerto Rican and us viewed as
others in these United States.

A not too distant event illustrates one
of mllions of which | wll refer to denonstrated the
absence of our due to heroic nen and wonen, wonen
spelled with a y, who served in these United States.
One person or group is awarded by nerely being alive
while we Puerto Ricans are not. As it becones clear,
the concept of the other is one of the central issues
of the debate and needs further analysis. For sone
activists and theorists to care for others is the
human and Christian task per se as for Puerto Ricans.
Post-colonial critiques on the other, | believe
shoul d be mandated i nstead of ignored. Wy? Because
it took nme too long, and | was too late to grasp ny
Puerto Ri can grandfather’s words [ SPEAKI NG SPANI SH] .
| was unaware | was black until | arrived in this
country. Being bullied on a daily basis becane
normal, just for being brown and Puerto Ri can.
Proudly and somewhat sorry that | can state that too

few people even know that Puerto Rico was the first
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to enbrace and address the econonic justice by
i ncorporating the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in their constitution in 1952. Tracing the
Mont ana Constitutions Provisions on Human Dignity to
its origins to the Declaration of Human Rights is
noted. “The 1972 Anendnent to Montana’'s Constitution
whi ch included the term Human Dignity was drawn from
Puerto Rico’'s Constitution. During the drafting of
Puerto Rico’'s Constitution, the United Nation played
a key role, both in inspiring provisions based on
human rights and a vehicle for attenpt at resolution
for the comonwealth’s relationship to the United
St ates.

My not her undoubtedly was teaching ne

resi stance and in particular the new post-col onia
resi stance nodel in order to lean towards a true
denocratic nodel. She, nost inportantly, she kept ne
Puerto Rican. M grandfather. M nother’s father,
fought in WAV because the United States needed
soldiers. So Puerto Ri cans becane citizens though we
could not vote for the President of the United States
unl ess we |lived state side. There has never been a
war the United States was involved with that a

brother or prinma de mano was not fighting. M
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younger brother died of Agent Orange while serving
two tours in Viethnam M niece and nephews had to
fight to receive $10,000 from Uni on Carbi de because
they are the manufacturer of Agent Orange.

Identity politics took its nodern form
during the second half of the last century. It
energed as an enanci patory node, a political action
i n thinking, based on the shared experience of
injustice by particular groups, notably bl acks,
wonen, gays, Latinos and American Indians. It is a
novenent born in a doubl e negation. The rejection of
rejection through the proud self-conscious unit of
t hose who have been defined as belonging to the
excluded group. It is precisely this focus on a
particular group and the significance of indifference
froma dom nant other that serves nany on the |eft
and on the right and in the center.

68 years of age, and 46 years after the
viol ence that defined 1968 and two graduate degrees
were not enough for nme to have | earned to defend
nyself the effects of power |anguage and to nmake
better choices. Race and class were so deeply rooted
to this.., of this nation that a different focus was

necessary in order to distinguish between forns of
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racismthat are intentional and conscious and yet
justified.

That is why |'’mhere to speak to you
today. To talk to you about the power engraved in
t he absence of policy that deny us the recognition
that is earned and what it is and feels Iike to be
the other. As people of color are experiences are
many. Sonme of us are native to these | ands now
called United States. Sonme of us are residents here
due to our ancestors kidnappi ng and ensl avenent or
because our famly left our home countries to escape
vi ol ent econom c policies enacted by the United
States and other nations. W have not al
experienced the sanme | evel s of abuse, poverty or
i mprisonnent, however, we are all survivors of
col oni zation, a systemthat continues under gl oba
capitals and nore foreign occupati on and abuses at
home, such as racial profiling, the prison system and
severe budget cuts. On January 8, 2008, while
driving, | heard an apol ogy over the radio fromthe
State of New Jersey for the wongdoings inflicted by
slavery and its aftereffects on the United States.
This was the first Northern State to apol ogi ze nearly

160 years after it abolished slavery. On January
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9'" there was news of a disability paynent
approxi mately $100,000 to a WANV|I veteran who had been
traumati zed by the war. As a Fordham University
professor, | used both itens to open a class
di scussion, was there a way to connect then? One
ship he served on the USS Savannah was attacked
Septenmber 11, 1943, and 200 nmen were killed.
McDonal d the nane of the sailor trenbled visibly as
he recalled trying to help badly injured shipmates
and waiting in life boats for help to cone. | was
scared to death, he said. Planes were flying
overhead |i ke thunder and Iightning. He has suffered
since, post-traumatic stress disorder. The VA
officially diagnosed with non-service rel ated
schi zophreni a and they awarded hi m $100,000. In San
Juan [ SPEAKI NG SPANI SH the song was witten in 1942
for Estrada’s brother who had been depl oyed to Panama
during WNI. To ne that song is ny national anthem
My not her was aware before the creation of Puerto
Ri co the Commonweal th 1950-1952, has this nation’'s
focus on the accunul ation of wealth created a country
t hat demanded patriotism exalted capitalism but too
often could not accommobdate norality. She believed

in God nore than the United States Government and in
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spite of the negativity towards Latinos ny parents
qgui ckly learned to navigate New York, contrary to the
trend. Contrary to the trend, it was ny parent’s
decision to live anong the community that | ooked and
spoke like them As children and young adults we
were never told to dance around a raindrop to avoid
discrimnation. |f we did not succeed it was our
fault. Wether this was a formof denial or a
strategy, we were not allowed to feel victimzed.
Ironically, ny desire to be different from Latino
stereotypes, translated to view ng support of white
television famly programm ng at the expense as well
as all other comunities of color. |In 1951, Brown v.
the Board of Ed., ny parents pulled nme out of first
grade in public school because | arrived late and I

woul d be asked to |l eave the building. Unable to

catch up to ny parents’ departing car, | would wal k
around Harlem for a day. |In parochial schools I
| earned that God loved me. | had a lot to be

thankful for and | shouldn’t expect nore. Wite kids
were privy to the expectation that they woul d nake
great doctors or |awers soneday. A passion for
preserving our culture was constant in our hone.

Romantic Puerto Ri can nusic, Dom ni can, Cuban nusic
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pl ayed continuously on our record player. No doubt
the nost | oving nonments | experienced were those
sitting next to her, ny nother. Excuse ne.

[ Pause]

PROFESSOR QUI ROS:  She collected 78 rpm
records, played the piano, never snoked or consuned
al cohol and worked tirelessly to disguise the reality
of our stress filled, social and econom c condition.
Qur survival and earned recognition critical for our
children, rests on our passing down our Puerto
Ricanismto our children. |If one of us is not free,
none of us are. Like ny nother did for nme, this
nati on must recogni ze us so that our children can be
kept Puerto Ricans. Instead of being placed in
speci al education classes and prison
di sproportionately to other conmunities. You see it
is not just a nedal of honor we fight for, we nust
fight for the denocracy this nation was supposed to
adopt. This country nust be better than the good
idea. It’s only up to us, what you do not do falls
at the burden on all our children. Your child s
smle is depending on what the rest of you do or do
not do. W want the Medal of Honor but we want it

24/ 7 in everything that Puerto Ricans do. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Thank you for your
testinony. W’'re going to here from M. Estrada and
then we are going to hear from Tormy Lopez, another
Korean War vet who served in the 65'" Infantry
Regiment. M. Estrada, will you take the m ke a
little closer to you and just state your nane for the
record as you begin your testinony.

RUBEN ESTRADA: Thank you. M nane is
Rubin Estrada and | am Deputy Director of the 65'"
Infantry on the Task Force, and al so co-chairman of
the 65'" Infantry National Comrenorative Stanp
Commttee. My | begin by.., ny testinony submtted
with regard to Resolution 79. M. Chairwonman,
correct? M. Chairman of the Conmttee, is he, who
is the chairman of the committee here?

[ Background tal k]

RUBEN ESTRADA: M. Urich. How are you?

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH: I’ m the chairman and
she’s the Speaker of our Council.

RUBEN ESTRADA: Melissa, ny
congratul ations for being honored the G and Marshal
of the parade, | think it is, I was told and al so we
cone fromsimlar circunstances. | amborn and

raised in the barrio and 1'’m 60 years old and ny
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brothers and sisters were all trailblazers when it
was not West Side Story, it was East Side Story.

Not wi t hst andi ng, and | et ne begin by please accepting
this witten testinony presented by ny proxy, which
is nyself.

On behal f of the veterans of the 65'"
Infantry and on the task force we thank you for the
invitation to participate in this hearing. |In regard
to nunber 79, Resolution 79, we concur and support
the principles and creation and presentation of a
ti ckertape parade to honor the veterans for the Iraq
and Afghani wars. W also will be glad to offer our
assi stance in planning and protocols for such an
event if called upon to do so. Resolution 103, a
resol ution which obviously has passed in both houses.
| will be present in Washington and sitting.., and
wll be at the desk of the President for signature
which | think it will happen. [It’s awarded the
Congr essi onal Medal of Honor, the 65'" Infantry
Regi ment, known to us as The Borinqueneers. The 65'"
Honor Task Force has been in support of the award,
Congressional Gold Medal since 2002. W have
col l aborated and assisted in early drafts of bills

with the Ofice of Congress and Pedro Pierluisi. 1In
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regards to the proposed drafts presented here, |let us
first coomend the staff who were diligent in their
presentation. Please convey our conplinents. Upon
cl ose inspection we would suggest five nodifications
on the resolution. Which would be to change the word
urging, to recommending to Congress. Al so when we
tal k about the Master Sergeant Negron. Wo we had
t he pl easure of having a enbodio [sic] recently. His
daughter, with the nedal. W hosted her at the
Towers Conmmunity Museum which is the Hall of Fanme of
stickball. Charlie Diaz’'s operation. Wen we talk
about we’'ll received it, he already received it he
was decorated posthunously. Okay, so that change of
| anguage there. Renove the paragraph, whereas ot her
mlitary units. Renove the word segregation.

Repl ace the word inperative that Congress, to
responsibility of. The Congressi onal Medal of Honor
is the highest decoration that Congress can bestow on
any mlitary organization, individual civilian for a
uni que distinction based on their nerit alone. And |
say that very special because, we’'re not begging for
an award, we’'re not soliciting for an award, we honor
our soldiers by we should get this award. The uni que

di stinction of the 65'" Infantry Regi nent beyond any
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ot her past awardee, is they conducted what becane
their last battalion size bayonet charge which was
referenced by the historian, in Anerican history.
They share this roll distinction with only the 3"
US Infantry, the O d Guard escort to the President.
Which recently when we were in Washi ngton and we t ook
the 65'" Infantry nenbers to Washi ngton during the
time there was the cl ose down or the | ockdown of the
U.S. government. W got saluted by the 3'¢ Infantry
Regi nent for The Borinqueneers. Against all rules of
the President or the Congress closing down the
menorials. Notw thstanding, additionally the
Congressional Gold Medal is not a contest to be
conpared with past awardees as each organi zati on was
confronted by their own uni que sets of chall enges and
manners in which they overcane. It is attributed to
each of themalone. Additionally, the soldiers of
the 65'" Infantry Regi ment of Puerto Rico that
engaged in the battles sited were not coll ege
educated fighters, pilots, nor were they specially
trained elite, intelligence code takers or talkers,
nore first generation descendants of a country that
war was with the U S. Nor were they super soldiers

equi pped with stuff Iike the Seal Team 6. They were
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only an average age of 19 years old. Rifleman,
infantry nmen, nud grunts as the infantry are
affectionately called by their peers who faced
astounding nerits with valor, fueled by pure guts,
armed with bayonets and fought their eneny hand to
hand. They just took it. Their deeds have el evat
theminto a category of their owm. They earned th
recomrendati on of the Congressional Medal of Honor
based on unique nerit alone. There are none with
whom t hey can be conpared today, except nmaybe the
Spartan 300 | ed by King Leonidis at the Battle of
Thernopylae. |Is that correct? It’'s interested th
Tony put this in here. The Congressional Gold Med
process is a dedicated stage at this nonent. Last
Monday the Bill was introduced to the House and |

won’'t tal k about this sinply because it’s already

ed

e

at

al

done, the Senate and the House has passed that. Sone

like to sell the unique regi nent being segregated
reasons to award themthe Congressional Medal of
Honor. We contend the debate forumis a schol asti
one, but conducted as the university with a panel
experts and veterans. Qur opposition is based on
hi story and soldiers’ code of honor. W hunbly

request to be respected.

and

c

of
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Fact one, when President Truman signed
t he Desegregation Bill |aw back in 1948, segregation
inthe mlitary was a federal crine in 1950. Fact
two, the 65'" Infantry Regi ment was native to Puerto
Rico. By native they would be predom nantly
conprised of soldiers native to their state of
origin. As nuch as the unit was from Texas woul d be
primarily Texans. |If the unit came fromHarlem it
woul d be African Americans and so on. Fact three,
the killed in action roster for the 65" Infantry
lists the nanes and places of birth of Borinqueneers
who were not native to Puerto Rico, but none the |ess
full blooded brothers of the reginent. To deny them
their place in honor alongside their gallant fallen
wi |l never be tolerated by the veterans ever.

M. Chairman and comittee nmenbers |let no
one nmake the m stake that we are beggi ng for nedals,
that we are begging for recognition that we are
begging for validation. Valor is not measured by
medi ocrity. Courage is not validated by
procl amations or resolutions. These are things of
spirit, in the spirit and honor neans to be what it
is. R ght even if never receive credit for it nor

will be rewarded because of it. The prudent gui dance
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we can offer this commttee when deliberating how
best to represent respect and honor the soldiers of
the 65'" Infantry Regiment, is to convey their spirit
of defiance in the face of enem es they fought in
battle. The discrimnation they fought in society
and the worse eneny of all, the curse of the self-
pity, they ever reject. Sinply respect us and
reserve pity for those enenmies we are called upon to
conbat in defense of our countrynen. M team are
open to your questions and comments.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Thank you for your
testinony, we have, as | nentioned earlier, Tommy
Lopez, a Korean war veteran and a nmember of the 65'"
Infantry Reginent and a part of the task force. W'd
like himto cone up and deliver his testinony. |
know he’ s been waiting patiently and we are so
grateful that he’'s here to offer his testinony in
support of the bill. And we are also joined by Juan
Varela fromthe Congressional Gold Medal Alliance.

If he can take a seat, and the nenbers who have
previously spoken, if they can step off the dais,
just to make some roomfor M. Varela and M. Lopez.

[ Pause]
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CHAI RPERSON ULRICH: M. Lopez, could you
put the microphone on or soneone assist himand state
your nane and nmake your remarks. Thank you sir.
THOVAS LOPEZ: H ny nanme is Thonas

Lopez. |’mpart of the 65'" Infantry Reginent. |'m
very proud to be part of it. Thank you Ms. Viverito
and your council people here, because this is about
time that we want to receive this achievenent. Wich
is | think has been a long tine, to receive the
Congr essi onal Medal of Honor. [ SPEAKI NG SPANI SH|
That neans I'ma hillbilly. | come fromthe country
and | came here to the United States when | was a
young fellow and when | was drafted, and I went to
Korea | was surprised | had people tal king in Spanish
in those nountains. | say | asked the sergeant, what
is there here. | thought | was in Manhattan or the
Bronx. He said kid, this is the 65" Infantry, you
don’t have any idea how proud | felt because | didn’t
know | was going to be part of the 65'" because | was
drafted here. And God bless all our colleagues, God
bl ess the people, God bless the Congress and the
President of the United States and | hope | can still

be part of serving our country like |I'’mdoing, as a
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vol unteer for 34 years in the Bronx VA Hospital
serving our fellow veterans and the comunity.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: [ SPEAKI NG SPANI SH]

THOVAS LOPEZ: It’s ny pleasure.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: | think we have one
nmore. M. Varela | think you wanted to say a few
words. |f you want to speak

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Just pull the m ke
cl oser to you and...

[ Background tal k]

JUAN VARELA: Good afternoon, first of
all. Thanks for having us. |’mthe Southern New
York and Regional Director for The Borinqueneers
Congressional Gold Medal Alliance and as previously
stated the House passed a bill |ast week. The
sponsor of that bill was Congressman Pierluisi. The
Senate voted on this yesterday, went forward and
there was a trenendous teameffort that went behind
this. | find it extremely bizarre that these fol ks
are speaking on behalf of this when they were opposed
toit. W welconed their support and their presence
with all these uniforns and bells and whistles and
all the tinme it took up here. But just for the

record, these guys were obstacles, to get this thing
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done and it is getting done and is going to signature
for the President and I'ma little bit di sappointed
that we have this occur as it has. But we’'d like to
t hank you guys. |If it has not been signed by the
Presi dent as yet, a Resolution asking that be done
woul d be wonderful, would be appreciated asking the
Senate and the Congress to do the sane woul d not be
necessary at this point. And | don't really take up
nore time because it’'s actually been done.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TG Well | think that
this is a position that we're taking in terns of
support. It’s sonething that we have been supportive
of over the years and | think that any added voice
that will express to the President the sense of
urgency, | think is sonething that is hel pful, I
think, at this tine. So, | appreciate that you have
your point of view and your position, but this is
sonmething that, | think is going to be hel pful and
it’s a point of position that the Gty Council is
t aki ng about supporting our veterans and supporting
the recognition that they deserve. 1It’'s also a way
of us stating a point of view So that’'s why we' ve
taken this and it was actually on the cal endar for a

whil e before we found out |ast night, which was great
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news to hear. That the Senate had al so voted on it
and passed it. So | think that based on the fact
that this was al ready sonething that we had
cal endared and we had noved forward on, we want to at
| east take it to its conpletion as a way of
expressi ng our point of view

JUAN VARELA: Absolutely. [|I’mvery
sorry. | wasn’t.., | didn't make nyself clear. | was
not being dism ssive of your effort. That was not
the purpose. O course this body sending the
resolution forward is very significant, absolutely.
My poi nt was against the others that just spoke on
behal f of it, that’s all it was.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  So | just want to
enbellish just a little bit on some of what the
Speaker said. W have made it the prerogative of
this conmttee. Even on issues and matters which we
don’t have jurisdiction or control over, such as
bills that are in the State Legislature or pending in
Congress to take a public stance on those neasures,
because they inpact our constituents and so New York
Cty is hone to nore than 200, 000 veterans and they

are effected by a host of federal, state and city
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issues. But nore so state and federal. But on the
matters which we don’t have control over, we want the
state and our colleagues in the federal governnment to
know that it is still inportant to the city and to
the veterans that live in the city to pass those
neasures to pass those bills, because it will provide
a trenmendous benefit or relief to those people which
we are also elected to represent. So that is the
pur pose sonetines of this commttee. The focus of
this conmttee is on Resolutions on Legislative
matters in Al bany or in Washington but it doesn’t
mean that it’s any less inportant and | appreciate
your support of the bill and I know that you and I
and all the people in this roomare very nuch | ooking
forward to the President signing this bill and it
just so happens that the U S. Senate passed it |ast
night but it was, as the Speaker nentioned cal endared
and we’'ll follow through on every commtnent that we
make to shed light on these issues and let the city
know that we’re doing our part to support the
veterans in New York City.

JUAN VARELA: 1'd like to add one nore
thing if I could. In New York City we have a

trenendous problemw th honel ess veterans. And if
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perhaps in your capacity to influence change
regarding that. It is disgraceful. | have seen a
lady, and I'’mnot trivializing a male sl eeping under
a bridge versus a femal e sl eeping under a bridge.

But it’s a problem And it is what it is and that is
not an overstatenent, but it is a serious problem
wi th drug addiction, PTSD and honel essness on the
part of veterans. They're all over the streets in
the Bronx. You'll find them..

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO  Very true

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  On issues relating
to housing, related to nental health, related to
unenpl oynent and all of the issues that the city does
have control over, we are scheduling and have already
had hearings, oversight hearings over those matters
to see what we can do to help veterans. And | can
tell you that this conmttee is extrenely active and
| have one of the.., I’"mvery lucky to have one of the
few committees that | think all of coll eagues agree
with me on everything that we’re produci ng. Because
when it cones to hel ping the veterans on these
t hings, on these issues, there really is no denocrat
or republican right way and a wong way. And we' ve

had a hearing already on job placenment, with
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unenpl oynent. We had a hearing, what was the..,
sui ci de prevention. W passed a Resolution calling
on Congress to pass the Senator Walsh’'s bill out of
Mont ana. That was just passed. The previous stated
sui cide rate anong veterans is much higher than a
regular civilian popul ation, so... W are really doing
our part, to do whatever we can to help veterans with
all of the issues that they have and the ones that we
have control over, we will nmake sure that we address
t hose.

JUAN VARELA: |If you guys could increase
the funding for those prograns, that woul d be
wonderful. It’s basically what’s nostly needed.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  That’'s what we're
fighting for. So thank you very nuch for your
support and your testinony. And thank you to over
veterans who nmade it today.

[ Background tal k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  Okay. So we're
going to proceed with the hearing. W have severa
speakers who have signed up to testify in relation to
Resol uti on 200. The parade resolution. A tickertape
parade in honor of the returning service nenbers.

They are Ryan Lutz. |Is this on the buy back?
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UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Okay are we doing
buyback now?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Okay, we’'ll mx
them But why don’t we start first with Vincent
McGowan, from United War Vets, Kevin Harrington f
Transport Workers Union, and Ryan Lutz also in
support and Marvin Holland from Transport Workers
Union. |If we could have the four gentlenen take
their seat at the dais.

It’s a bury hearing today. But an
i nportant one. How are you?

[ Background tal k]

CHAlI RPERSON ULRI CH: So we have Marvin

Vincent, Kevin and Ryan. W’re just waiting for
Harri ngt on.

[ Pause]

[ Background tal k]

[ Pause]

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Excuse ne M.
Chai r man.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Yes.

45

rom

M.
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UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: | would like to give
ny spot to one of my co-workers.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  Yes. O course. Do
you want to acknow edge or give thema seat at the
dai s?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: | want themto have
t he seat.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Ckay. By all neans.
That’s fine. By all neans.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Okay. Wy don't we
start wth M. MGowan first. Because you're
speaki ng on the parade reso. Right?

[ Background tal k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  And | believe the
ot her three speakers are on the buyback bill. 1Is
that correct?

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  So then we’ |l have
M. MGowan, we’'ll have you and then we’ll go to M.
Harrington and the gentleman fromthe Transport
Wrkers Union. | don’t know your nane but you’l

identify yourself when we call you up to speak
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So M. McGowan, if you could turn the
m ke on and speak when you’re ready.

VI NCENT MCGOMWAN. M. Chai rman thank you
for the opportunity to address the issue of a wel cone
hone parade. | think the timng of this conversation
is really astute with the rejuvenated fl eet week and
the Menorial Wekend that we are participating in, in
New York City. So people are paying attention to it
and thank you again for giving us a chance to speak
toit.

My nane is Vincent McGowan. | amthe
Presi dent of the United War Veterans Council. The
United War Veterans Council works with the different
departnents of New York City to create events al
over New York City that honor service. And our
particul ar signature event is the New York City
Vet erans Day Parade which is broadcast nationally in
20 cities and in 10 nmarkets fromthe east coast to
the west coast and north to south. By nmy testinony
today, is that our country’s largest city, New York
City, where the 9/11 attacks occurred is the fitting
| ocation to honor the expected returning U S
mlitary veterans fromtheir fields of operation on

the war on terror. Qur great city became known for
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its fanous tickertape parades begi nning 1880 honori ng
t he dedication of the Statute of Liberty.
Subsequently, there have been dozens of both pl anned
and i npronptu parades honoring inportant events in
our country’s history and significant individuals who
have i npacted our culture. An exanple of the
i npronptu parades woul d be the Vi etnam Wl cone Hone
Parade in 1985 which | was one of the organi zers of.
That’s how | actually got into the business of
putting on events in New York City that honor
service. The Qperation Enduring Freedom A, is one of
4 OEF engagenents. QOher theaters are in Africa and
in the Philippines. Wat we're tal king about here is
t he Wel cone Home Parade for Operation Enduring
Freedom A, which is Afghanistan. | think we have to
be clear that when the President calls for the
reduction in hostilities that there wll still be
conbatants in the field and other theaters and we
don’t want to be part of confusing the Anerican
public about why we are com ng hone when we’'re still
out there. But we do have to start the process of
ratcheti ng down these wars and bringi ng our people
home. There’s no choice in that, sequestration and

t he budget, are going to do it for us. So it’s about
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how we’re going to react to that and how we’re goi ng
to educate our citizens.

Operation OEF is scheduled to be
conmpleted this year, 2014 and it signals the w nding
down of our country’s longest war. New York City has
over 250,000 veterans that your commttee, and |
really appreciate all the good energy that’s been
com ng out of the short termof this commttee so
far, but it’s been very significant and very nuch
appreci ated. W have five ports surroundi ng our
har bor and one of our nation’s premer mlitary
school s, West Pointe, just up river. Along with
Merchant Marine Academies, nultiple air fields and
deactivated naval facilities, the city is an ideally
suited and justified as the site of the country’s
nost devastating terrorist attacks to host a Wl cone
Hone Parade in New York City to herald the end of
hostilities.

So what woul d we do? On Novenber 11'M
the Veteran’s Day Parade, this year is the 95'"
consecutive Veteran’s Day Parade in New York City.
This woul d be our target date under the plan that
we’' ve been working with, with Senator Schumer for the

wel come hone parade. The New York City Veteran s Day
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Parade is a nationally televised event that currently
reaches into 20 markets nationwi de, from San Diego to
Boston and fromMam to Seattle. The parade route
woul d be through the Canyon of Heroes on Lower
Broadway. The begi nning and the end of the parade
woul d have to be worked out with the New York Cty
Ofice of CGtyw de Events, New York Police Departnent
and the Downtown Alliance. So we would find the
right route and figure out the |ogistics of where we
woul d put this still unknown nunber of people that we
woul d be handl i ng.

On the copies that |'ve turned in, the
top line didn't conme in the printing, but what it
says is that the United War Veterans Council is a
501(c) (19), which is separate than all your others.
And the not-for-profit corporation has been dealing
with this event and other events that honor service
since 1986 when we took over the responsibilities for
creating and producing our nation’s salute to
veterans fromthe New York County American Legi on
UW/C, the United War Veterans Council is a self-
funded operation that supports the events is produces
to individual and corporate financial donations and

t hrough a recycling programthat we operate in al
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five boroughs in cooperation with the Departnent of
Sanitation and we have in the past submtted
testinony to the Departnent of Sanitation in M.
WIllianms’, he chairs that commttee, and we’ve
expressed our opinion on how the recycling i s going
and how it mght be inproved by incorporating the
energy and the expertise of the operational talent
that we have in the veterans comunity.

UWC is well known to our city agencies
and has a long record of being able to contribute al
of the activity., or coordinate all the activity
between the various city agencies, the branches of
the mlitary and with the United States Departnent of
Def ense and the Pentagon. W’ve actually worked with
the White House in the past, in this admnistration’s
first four years, bringing the Horse Sol dier nmenori al
that’'s going into the 9/11 nenorial into New York
City. Mking it all happen and financially nmaking it
stable so that it didn't cost the taxpayers any
noney, but the community got the full benefit of the
honors and the citizens got the full opportunity to
see what the veterans conmunity can do.

So why is this a good idea at this tinme?

We are wi nding down our country’s |ongest engagenent
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in conbat and our citizens are fatigued and in need
of the beginning of closure. W really feel from our
activity, particularly in the city, people are
supporting the veteran’s community, but this has been
a long drawn out affair and our sense of it is that
people are ready to nove on and find, you know..,
bring people honme and get into a nore normal set of
circunstances for their living. As a nation we are
in the process of reducing our fighting forces and it
is appropriate we realize these honorable nen and
wonen with a sincere thank you froma gratefu
nation. The plans for the Novenber 11, 2014 are
already in place. Qur permts are in place for our
parade this year. Qur insurances are in place. Qur
literature is already out. W already have over 240
units signed up to be in the parade this year. So we
have the makings of it. But it’s very specific. Qur
testinony is very specific to Novenber 11'", on
Vet er ans Day.

The UWC sel f-funds the events it
produces to honor service and woul d i ncrease our
efforts to include the added responsibility of
funding this national event. 1’ve done a quick back

of the envel ope budget on this and counting on a
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40, 000 to 50,000 person event, we would probably with
the transportati on needed after a sonewhere between
$5 and $7 nmillion to put this together and |’ ve
al ready spoken to sonme of our really patriotic senior
menbers of New York finance and particularly the
manufacturing fields. And | don't feel that it would
be a problemraising this noney if the city wants to
do it. And the mayor has already indicated that he
was i n support of this.

And nost inportantly, | think and 1’1
conclude ny testinmony with this, is a quote from
General George Washi ngton who was inaugurated right
down here in Lower Manhattan, very appropriate. And
his quote was “The willingness with which our young
people are likely to serve in any war no matter how
justified, shall be directly proportional to how they
perceive veterans of earlier wars were treated and
appreciated by our nation”. And | think that suns it
up. Thank you very nuch for this opportunity to
testify.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Thank you again for
your testinony and | want to put a plug in on a
somewhat related matter for nmy Veterans Job Fair

whi ch you know I’ m hosting this Sunday in Queens, in
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ny district. W have over 50 vendors signed up and
commtted, they are conmng. Wat | have asked these
conpanies, is if you're not hiring, please don't
come. | only want conpanies that want to hire
veterans. Any veteran, Vietnamera, if people from
Korea are still able bodied and want to work, God
| ove them and God bless them we'd |love to have them
but, all the way up to today, the returning service
menbers that are com ng back fromlraq and
Af ghani stan face a new set of issues related to
nmental heal th, housing, unenploynent, so nany. This
is one way which we are able to do sonething about it
and so we’'re having that job fair this Sunday. The
Speaker is comng. The council is participating.

The Gty Council, the central staff will be there as
wel | as so nmany wonderful partners fromthe private
and public sectors. So please get the word out. Any
veteran who needs a job or wants a job, maybe they
have a job and want a better job. Send them Sunday.
It’s free, it doesn’t cost them a dine.

MR. LUTZ: Thank you again for your
testinony. The gentleman next to you, if you could
state your nanme for the record and...

[ Background tal k]
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[ Pause]

MR LUTZ: Ckay. Good afternoon
everyone. M nane is Ryan Lutz. | amfromthe New
York City Small Busi ness Devel opnent Center and | am
here to testify on behalf of the tickertape parade
for the veterans. And what | would like to say is
that it’s very fitting that because of the Septenber
11'" attacks that took place right here in New York
City that we show sonme closure, not only to the city,
but to our veterans and to our nation. For our
veterans and their service that they gave to our
country. And it would put that sense of closure in
the m nds of the Anmerican peopl e because we have vets
com ng hone suffering fromthe effects of war, PTSD
honel essness, jobl essness, and we do have a Veteran's
Day Parade but it’s not celebrating this particular
conflict in particular. Having this parade woul d
definitely be a step in the right direction to show
not only New Yorkers but other states that we do
appreci ate our veterans and that their service is
recogni zed. That's all | wanted to say. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Thank you for your
testinony. W appreciate the support of Snal

Busi ness Services SVS and why don’t we go to our
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gentl eman here from TWJ and then we’ |l concl ude the
panel with M. Harrington.

[ Background tal k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Ckay, we’'ll cone
back to him Ckay, why don’'t we start, M. Holl and,
do you want to introduce your nenbers.

MARVI N HOLLAND: |I'’m Marvin Holland. [|’'m
the political director and a veteran of the Navy as
well and | have already submtted witten testinony,
so I'll have ny brother introduce hinself and speak.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH: It will be entered

into the record. Thank you M. Holl and.

LU S OTERO. | aman arny veteran. |
nanme is Luis Oero fromthe Bronx. | served al nost
ten years in the mlitary. | served from1976 to

1979, got out, and served again from 1981 to 1985 and
|’mjust here in support of the pension buyback bil
which | think I"'mentitled to. |If |I choose to buy
back those three years it would strongly help nme and
my famly.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH: | want to thank you
for your support. M/ grandfather recently passed
away, was in the Navy and served right after the end

of the Vietnamconflict. He was a city worker.
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Wrked for HRA for 28 or 29 years. Was also not able
to buy back his time that he had served in the Navy
for those three years. Simlar to the period of tine
whi ch you also served. It really is unfair. They
travell ed the world. They could have been in a
conbat situation. There was a |lot of turmpil going
on around the world at the time. The communi sm and
the cold war were in full swing and those cold war
veterans, right now, are ineligible to buy back their
time. W' re not giving themanything for free. That
is the ironic thing about this legislation, is that
people, they' ve earned it, but they' re going to pay
for it. They have to physically pay for that tine
i ke anyone el se would be able to but that we don’t
di scrimnate those veterans for their service to our
country. They enlisted, many of themvoluntarily.
They were not drafted, but you know, they wanted to
serve their country and fight for their country. And
were willing to go to war if necessary. And they
shoul d be allowed to buy back that time for their
pensions. They’'re now serving our city and our state
in the public sector and in public service, whether
for the MIA, for other city agencies or state

agencies. W ought to allow themthe opportunity to
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buy back. But we’'re hearing is that the state is
going to pass it. W'’re very hopeful. But we're
going to stay on top of them W are going to pass
this resolution very soon. So that Al bany know t hat
the City of New York, the council, the speaker and
t he veterans whom we represent are on the record. W
want it passed. It’'s going to help a |ot of
veterans. So we’'re going to fight for you and for
t he pensions and the benefits of all veterans who

served in the arned forces. So thank you for your

t esti nony.

M. Harrington.

KEVI N HARRI NGTON: Thank you M. Chairnman
and Madam Speaker. |1’'mKevin Harrington, |'m Vice

Presi dent of the Transport Wrkers Union. One of the
Vice Presidents of the Transport Wirkers Union and |
am the Chairman of the Veterans Conmmttee and one of
the few non-veterans on the comm ttee.

I'’d like to explain what we’re actually
asking for. Back in 2000 the state legislature
passed a bill where the service in the mlitary in
certain conflicts could be bought back and added to
their pension time. That bill did not cover many

conflicts. It did not cover people who served in
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peace tine. So people who served in Kosovo. W had
a menber who was in the 82" Airborne who got shot
at. He's not covered. People who are on the coa
that sit’s out in our harbor are not covered. And
one of the glaring discrimnations of this lawis
this law as it currently sits is gender
discrimnatory. Wnen were banned by | aw from conbat
zones. So they could not get their canpai gn nedals.
So they could not buy back their pension tines. W
find that veterans start work later. And are ol der
t han people in the sanme seniority because their tine
spent in the service delayed their entry into the job
market. We find the bill discrimnatory because it
says that if you served during the Vietnam conflict
and you served at hone in America, you were not near
a war zone, you could get credit for buy back. But
if you were a peace tine in America, you could not.
So we’'re saying that what we call this is the
veteran’s equality bill. Soldiers, sailors and
ai rman who are serving in Afghani stan now are not
covered. \Wen they cone hone, when they march in
that parade they will face discrimnation on our job
by not being able to buy that tinme back. Veterans

need to buy that tine back, because many of them
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suffer debilitating traumas and injuries that shorten
their work careers. So we saw in our union, that a
solution to this was to have what we call a Veteran's
Equality Bill. To treat all veterans regardl ess of
gender, the sanme. Regardless of what tine they
served. So we went to and were speaking to WIIliam
Larkin who is a State Senator from Rockland County
and he agreed to wite the bill and he did | ast year
and Assenbly Wwrman Any Paul in hel ped him So, right
now we have a majority in the Senate. W have a
majority in the Senate Finance Conmittee. |If it was
brought to vote now, if everybody who co-signed the
bill in the Senate voted yes, it would pass. W have
a mpjority in the Ways and Means Comrittee in the
Assenbly. If it was brought to conmttee for a vote

t oday, everyone who co-signed it voted yes, it would

pass. This bill has universal bipartisan support in
both Houses. It is not a sectarian bill. It’'s a
bill to honor the vets. So we urge you to pass this
bill. W want you to know that the basis of this
bill is the federal definition of what a veteran is.

A veteran in the federal definition is not a veteran
by conflict. Not a veteran by gender. A veteran is

someone who served their country. So, if you support
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equality for wonen veterans and all veterans, you
shoul d support this bill. Mlitary service is public
and a veteran is a veteran. So we ask you to send a
nessage to our Governor and State Legislator to pass
this bill and end di scrimnation against veterans,
both by tine they served and by gender. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  Thank you for your
testinony. We have anot her speaker who signed up.

G ovanni Taveras, fromthe New York State Veteran
Chanmber of Commerce. |Is he here? And you wanted to
speak on the previous neasure right? You were here
to speak about the nedal ?

[ Background tal k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Ckay, alright. So,
we'll call up the final panel, but I want to thank
you for your testinmony and for coming to City Hal
today and thank the Speaker of course. Thank you for
com ng.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  So we have M.

G ovanni Taveras. Marvin has opted not to speak. He
had one of his nenbers speak in lieu of hinself. W
have Kevin MCaul ey (phonetic) if he wi shes to speak.

Is he here? W have Andy Moreno, TWJ from the Bronx.
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I f he wishes to speak. And M. Luis AL Qtero, also
from TWJ

[ Background tal k]

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Ch, that was you, |
apol ogi ze. W already had you deliver testinony and
we thank you for that testinony. Wen you re ready,
state your nanme in the mcrophone and pl ease give us
your testinony.

G OVANNI TAVERAS: (Good afternoon. My
name is G ovanni Taveras fromthe New York State
Vet erans Chanbers of Commerce. |’malso an
Anbassador for the Iraqg/ Af ghani stan Veterans
Associ ation for the RRR program — The Rapi d Response
Ref erral Program which hel ps veterans with
honel essness, G benefits, and so on so forth. |
just want to nmake a statenent concerning the job
fairs. |1’ve been to a variety of the veteran job
fairs. | know that you re hol ding one on Sunday.
|’msigning up to be there, but I wanted to nake
reference to the Hilton hiring 10,000 veteran's
affair that they had a couple of weeks ago at the
Hlton. And 80% of those jobs were basically
bartendi ng and custodi an services. | didn't know if

you knew that, but | wanted to throw that out there.
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Al so, at the Recruit Qur Mlitary Job Fair yesterday
for veterans. There were a variety of tables. Two
hours into the event that were still enpty. | nmade
to make postings of that. | also sent a twitter feed
to the first one that I saw which, was the FDNY. For
themto have a table there and not have anyone show
up and the entire place was packed with veterans.
But they were not there. Just wanted to nmake that
statenent and 1'Il see you on Sunday.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  And | want to assure
you, if you know anythi ng about ny personality, that
| have been tenacious to say the very |east and very
aggressive in recruiting vendors who want to hire
veterans. And they run the ganut. W are very
pl eased that we have the participation on Sunday. A
| ot of wonderful enployers who pay very good wages,
wi th benefits, just to nane a few, Madi son Square
Garden is comng. They.., nobst of those jobs are
union jobs. Helnets to Hardhats is comng. So for
the returning service nmen and wonen, who just |eft
active duty within the past year, they can go
directly into an apprentice program And get a good
payi ng union job as a plunber, as a carpenter, as a

steanfitter. Making $50 to $60 an hour wth
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benefits. | nmean, it’'s a gane changer. It’s alife
changer for them W have, well | just handed sone

of the other participants. W also have partners
fromthe financial sector. Banking industry, social
service industry, healthcare, Flushing Hospital. W
want to really team up peopl e who have very uni que
skills or levels of education that they’ ve got from
their mlitary careers and also fromprior or after
their mlitary careers and connect themw th those
enpl oyers. Ferraro Brothers, Teanmsters Uni on Shop.
W have CGE Aviation. Lockheed Martin, major defense
contractor. |If they don’t hire veterans | don’t know
who will. They are commtted to comng. They' Il be
there too. Hone Depot’s conming. The Intrepid Sea
and Air and Space Museum They had a big gala | ast
night I couldn’t make it. | net with the CEO | ast
week. | said please cone. Hire a veteran. Watever
vacanci es you' re posting online, consider hiring a
veteran for those jobs. Sone of those jobs, they are
uni quely qualified for and they would be great for.
Local 3, Madison Square Garden. Let’s see, Bancorp.
We have sonme not-for-profits locally in Queens and
outside that are hiring. Famlies for Autistic

Children. The New York Mets. W nmet with WIIl Pond
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(phonetic) about a month ago. He’'s better at hiring
veterans that he is hiring pitchers, that's for sure.

[ Laughi ng]

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH:  But we told the
Mets, you want to support the veterans? W’'re so
grateful for everything that you do. Hire a veteran.
Hre a veteran. It could be for a security job. It
could be for a grounds keeping job. It could be for
your PR specialist. It could be for an office job.
It could be for third base coach. It could be for
anybody. Hre a veteran. They're conmng. They're
participating on Sunday. Helnets to Hardhats we
nmenti oned. Wo else? Russo’s on the Bay who gave us
the roomfor free. H's son was a veteran, is a
veteran. He's going to hire veterans that day. This
is not going to be a job fair where we give people
the run around. |’'d rather have fifty confirned
enpl oyers who want to hire veterans and who are goi ng
to hire veterans than have a hundred people who are
there for the good PR That’'s the purpose that we're
having this job fair. W had a hearing, we tal ked
about the unenploynent rate. W’re very grateful for
the job fairs that have occurred in Manhattan, in

Brookl yn and in other places. Queens has the | argest
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veteran’s popul ation out of all five boroughs. [|’'m
the Chairnman of the Commttee. | represent a

commttee in Queens. @uess where the job fair is
taking place? In ny district in Queens.

Now as far as the outreach. W send out
in nmy newsletter, 80,000 pieces of nail and the back
panel was the ad for the job fair. W took out an ad
in every single Queens paper, half page ad. The
Chronicle, the Forum the Courier, the Tines Ledger.
What ot her papers here? W have all the papers in
this week letting themknow. W put it on Facebook.
W put it on Twitter. We mailed it to every VSO in
the city. W have done everything short of you know,
draggi ng these people out of their hones. W want
any veteran in New York City or fromanywhere, to
come to this job fair, to try to get a job or get a
better job than the one they have not. That's the
purpose. And sone people said it was inconvenient to
have it on a Sunday on Menorial Day weekend. | don’'t
think there was a better time to have it. Then to
have it on Menorial Day weekend. And I don’t think
t hat anyone woul d object to the fact that if you
really want to pay tribute to those who rmade the

ultimate sacrifice in defense of our freedons and our
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 67
country. We should be helping their fellow conrades
who made it back and who are struggling to support
thensel ves and their famlies. So we’re doing our
part. That’s ny point. W advertised it. W paid a
tremendous anount of noney to advertise it. And we
| ocked down fifty people who are really hiring. And
| don’t want anyone to | eave on Sunday, saying that
t hey were di scouraged in any way.

By the way, why are we having at Russo’s

on the Bay? First of all it’s a beautiful catering
hall. 1 want veterans to walk into this building and
feel |ike soneone actually cared enough about themto

have it in areally nice place. W weren't having it
in a warehouse. W weren't having it in a school
gymasi um  You know, where we schlep themin and
schlep themout. W’re putting themin a beautiful
bui l ding. W know that they're going to cone dressed
for success. They' re going to cone prepared with
their resumes. We want themto feel that day that if
they applied for ten or twenty jobs, that they' re
going to get a phone call or naybe they were hired on
the spot. That’'s the intent of this job fair. And I
hope that this will beconme an annual event. That it

will get bigger and bigger. And as long as |I'’mable
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 68
to, I will continue to do it and hopefully we can
help a | ot of men and wonen who need it. So thank
you for your feedback and we will see you there on
Sunday. W are |ooking forward to it. Sir.

ANDY MORENO My nane is Andy Moreno.
ama vet. | served in the Arnmy for 18 years. Most
recently | ama bus driver for the MITA and |’ m here
on behal f of the union. | speaking about buying back
the time fromserving in the mlitary. Also thanking
you for all the help that you have supported for the
veterans and the upcomng job fair. | amvery aware
of it. In regard to buying back the tinme, | think it
is very inportant for all of us to understand, not
just the people wants to buy the tinme for any
particul ar reasons. Like for nyself, it is very
important. | only have worked in the MIA pretty nuch
right now for six years. | got hurt overseas. | got
medi cally discharged fromthe mlitary. Ri ght now I
amtrying to go back to work but because of ny
disabilities I haven't been able to. If | amall owed
to buy the three years back fromthe MA, | would
have been able to actually retire. Conplete ny ten
years and actually retire and receive a paycheck.

Ri ght now | am disabled and I’ mnot allowed pretty
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much to go back to work. It’s just the di sadvantages
that we have while | was working in the private
sector. | was in the reserve. | got called back.

[ Pause]

Sorry.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:  You take your tine.

[ Pause]

ANDY MORENO | was sent to the war two
times while | was a bus driver. | got honme back from
the mlitary. | was not allowed to get out. It’s
just hard right now |I'mtrying to recover and get
back to work. My famly is suffering a lot. W are
running. |I’'mso sorry. This is not just ne trying
to make it for nyself, but ny fam |y has been
suffering for a long tinme because I got hurt. If I'm
going through this | know that there has to be other
peopl e that are going through the sane thing in the
city. So | just think it is very inportant for a | ot
of people to be able to buy the tine back. There are
so many ways that people could help. There's a |ot
of things that we have given to the city, and to the
country and |’m proud of it but, unfortunately the

situation that | fall in, | knowthere is a | ot of
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peopl e who are al so going through the same thing. So
that’s all | want to say. Thanks for the help.

CHAI RPERSON ULRICH: | want to thank you
for your testinony and thank you for your service to
our country and to our city. And for your hard work.
It does not go unrecogni zed and we are doi ng our part
to do everything we can to help. That | can assure
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Do we have any ot her speakers that have
signed up? GOkay. So we’'re going to wap up this
hearing of the Veteran’s Conmittee. W wll follow
up before the next stated and we will notify all of
our friends in the veteran’s community about any
action that’s taking place on any of the nmeasures. |
beli eve that the Resolution on recognizing the 65"
Regi nent is on the agenda for the next stated. Wich
is what day? The 29'" of May. So on the 29'" we are
voting and | amgoing to do ny part to push for the
buyback resolution. | would Iike to see that on the
agenda for the 29'" too. Just because | want to nmake
sure we do it before Al bany does. Wich is kind of
ironic if you think about it, because it’s very rare
t hat Al bany beats anybody in terns of passing

anything. Anyway, that’s ny opinion. | can say
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that. | ran for State Legislature once, so. | want
to thank everyone for com ng down and testifying.
want to encourage everyone to help spread the word
about the job fair on Sunday. | want to thank all of
our service nenbers who served in the arned forces.
| want to remind all New Yorkers that freedomis not
free. That sone people paid the price of freedom
And that we pray for their souls, we pray for their
famlies, we support their famlies. W should be
there for them And we should renenber them not
only on Menorial Day, but every day, but that for the
living, for the people who are still here living in
the greatest country that God has ever created on the
face of the earth. W owe it to our veterans to do
everything we can to help them and we’re doi ng our
best. So thank you very much and the neeting is
adj our ned.

[ Gavel ]
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