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RES. NO. 103
                        By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and Council Members Arroyo, Barron, Chin, Constantinides, Dickens, Ferreras, Palma, Reynoso, Rose, Mendez, Miller, Van Bramer and Ulrich
TITLE:

Resolution urging Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R.1726 and S.1174, to award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment, known as Borinqueneers.
INTRODUCTION

On May 28, 2014, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Eric Ulrich, held a hearing on Res. No. 103, a Resolution urging Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R.1726 and S.1174, to award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment, known as Borinqueneers. The first hearing was held on May 23, 2014. At the second hearing. the resolution passed by a vote of 5-0.
BACKGROUND

Puerto Rico’s establishment as United States (U.S.) territory in 1898 and the subsequent extension of U.S. citizenship to its residents in 1917 helped to create the framework for a bond between the two places that has persisted in the decades since.
 Today, more than 4.5 million Americans are of Puerto Rican heritage.
 Puerto Rican roots run particularly deep in New York City, where more than 700,000 residents are of Puerto Rican origin.
 Puerto Ricans have made outsized contributions to the U.S. in a number of fields, including a legacy of outstanding military service. 

The first American military unit based in Puerto Rico, the Puerto Rico Battalion of Volunteer Infantry, was created in 1899 through Congressional authorization.
 Early successes by the unit led to its official incorporation into the U.S. Army nine years later.
 The unit went on to serve in World War I, defending the Panama Canal and U.S. installations in the Caribbean.
 Following World War I, the unit was re-designated the 65th Infantry Regiment and continued to train during the interwar period.
 The Regiment was called up to serve in various locations during World War II, including the Panama Canal Zone, North Africa, and Europe.
 
The 65th Infantry Regiment is perhaps best known for its heroic service during the Korean War. The unit, which adopted the nickname of “the Borinqueneers,” was instrumental in battles against the Chinese Army in 1950 and 1951.
 The unit’s service during the war earned its men and the unit itself a number of awards, including four Distinguished Service Crosses, 125 Silver Stars, the Presidential and Meritorious Unit Commendations, two Korean Presidential Unit Citations, and the Greek Gold Medal for Bravery.
 In 2014, Master Sargent Juan E. Negron was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor, the U.S.’s highest military award, for his service in the 65th Infantry Regiment during combat operations in Kalma-Eri, Korea.
 The City Council has also acted to honor the Bourinqueneers. In November 2012, following the passage of authorizing legislation, Southern Boulevard in the Bronx, between Bruckner Boulevard and East Fordham Road, was renamed “La 65 de Infanteria Boulevard.”

However, during their service in Korea, the Borinqueneers faced discrimination, upheavals in leadership, and communication issues as non-Spanish speaking officers were assigned to the unit.
 Ninety-five soldiers in the regiment were court-marshaled for failure to obey orders, but the Army later moved to pardon the soldiers, citing language barriers between the men and the officers involved.
 The Borinqueneers also faced serious logistical challenges, including a lack of proper gear for the cold-weather conditions in Korea.
 The 65th Infantry Regiment also suffered great losses during deployments to Korea, resulting in Puerto Rico bearing a disproportionate share of casualties during the Korean War compared to those hailing from mainland States.

Congressional Gold Medal Campaign


In 2013, Representative Bill Posey of Florida and Senator Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut introduced legislation calling on Congress to award the Borinqueneers the Congressional Gold Medal for their service and sacrifices in the face of unique hardships and discrimination.
 The Congressional Gold Medal was first awarded to George Washington for his services as commander of the Continental Army by the Continental Congress in March 1776, more than two decades before the U.S. Congress was convened.
 
Congressional Gold Medals are awarded according to rules established by each Congress. According to current rules of the House Committee on Financial Services, a hearing on Congressional Gold Medal legislation may not be held until it is co-sponsored by at least 290 Members of the House.
 Rules of the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee require at least 67 Senator cosponsors before a Congressional Gold Medal bill may be considered.
 On May 21, with 301 sponsors signed onto the bill, the House voted to award the Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment.
 The following day, the Senate bill reached the requisite number of sponsors and voted out the legislation, which must now be signed into law by President Barack Obama.
 The companion bills are cosponsored by the entire New York City Congressional delegation: Representatives Charles Rangel, Jose Serrano, Nydia Velazquez, Grace Meng, Joseph Crowley, Yvette Clark, Gregory Meeks, Jerrold Nadler, Eliot Engel, Carolyn Maloney, Michael Grimm, Hakeem Jeffries, and William Owens; and Senators Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand.
 
A substantial portion of Congressional Gold Medals awarded have been in recognition of military service. Recently, a number of collective Gold Medals have been awarded to military units comprised of minorities. These collective Congressional Gold Medals include awards in 2000, to the Native American Marines known as the Navajo Code Talkers who transmitted secret tactical messages through the use of their native language; in 2006, to the Tuskegee Airmen, the first African-American military aviators; in 2009, to the Women's Air Service Pilots (WASP) of World War II; in 2010, to Japanese American soldiers serving in the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team during World War II; in 2011, to the Montford Point Marines, the first African-Americans to break the race barrier in the Marines; and in 2013, to the First Special Service Force, an elite commando unit comprised of Canadian and American volunteers known as the Devil’s Brigade for their service during World War II.
 
ANALYSIS 
Res. No. 103 states that there are nearly five million United States (U.S.) citizens who are of Puerto Rican descent, more than 750,000 of whom live in New York City. The resolution goes on to describe the history of U.S. military units based in Puerto Rico following its establishment as a territory in 1898, following the end of the Spanish-American War, including the organization of the Porto Rico Provisional Regiment of Infantry, later renamed the 65th Infantry Regiment, in 1901. The resolution indicates that the 65th Infantry Regiment fought in World War I as a division of the U.S. Army, defending the Panama Canal and San Juan Bay. The resolution recounts the 65th Infantry’s deployments and participation in battles in North Africa and Europe during World War II and describes how the unit performed high-risk operations in Germany. 
The resolution describes the heroic service of the 65th Infantry Regiment and the more than 61,000 Puerto Ricans that served during the Korean War and notes that Puerto Rico suffered more casualties than most U.S. states. The resolution states that during the Korean War, members of 65th Infantry Regiment began calling themselves the Borinqueneers, after Puerto Rico's indigenous Taino name. The resolution lists the awards earned by the regiment during the conflict in Korea, which include nine Korean Battle Campaign Awards, the Presidential and Meritorious Unit Commendations, two Korean Presidential Unit Citations, the Greek Gold Medal, a Navy Unit Commendation, and the Medal of Honor, awarded posthumously to Master Sergeant Juan E. Negron. The resolution states that since the establishment of the regiment, its service members have also received 10 Distinguished Service Crosses, 256 Silver Stars, 606 Bronze Stars, and 2,771 Purple Hearts.
The resolution notes that while the 65th Infantry Regiment has received a number of awards and honors, including a street co-naming in the Bronx, it has never received a Congressional Gold Medal. The resolution declares that Borinqueneers deserve to be awarded the Congressional Gold Medal, alongside other distinguished military unit recipients such as the Native American Marines, known as the Navajo Wind Talkers; Japanese American intelligence soldiers during World War II, known as the Nisei Soldiers, and the first African American military aviators, known as the Tuskegee Airmen.
The resolution expresses support for H.R.1726, sponsored by Congressman Bill Posey, and S.1174, sponsored by Senator Richard Blumenthal, which would award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment. The resolution cites the 65th Infantry’s bravery while loyally defending America against all enemies while facing discrimination, segregation and unusual obstacles. The resolution urges Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R.1726 and S.1174, to award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment, known as Borinqueneers. 
Res. No. 103

Resolution urging Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R.1726 and S.1174, to award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment, known as Borinqueneers.

  

By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and Council Members Arroyo, Barron, Chin, Constantinides, Dickens, Ferreras, Palma, Reynoso, Rose, Mendez, Miller, Van Bramer and Ulrich
 

Whereas,  Today, there are 4.9 million United States ("U.S.") citizens who are of Puerto Rican descent, of which 761,720 reside in New York City, according to the latest data reported by the U.S. Census Bureau; and

Whereas, On March 2, 1889, Congress passed the Army Appropriation Bill, which authorized the first body of native troops in Puerto Rico; and

Whereas, Puerto Rico became a U.S. Territory after the signing of the 1898 Treaty of Paris which ended the Spanish-American War; and

Whereas, The "Porto Rico Provisional Regiment of Infantry" was organized in 1901; and

Whereas, In 1917, Puerto Ricans were granted U.S. citizenship, and in that same year, the Puerto Rican military unit officially became part of the U.S. Army; and

Whereas, During World War I, the infantry defended the Panama Canal and upon their return to Puerto Rico in 1919, was renamed the "65th Infantry Regiment"; and 

Whereas, During World War I, Lieutenant Teófilo Marxuach fired the first shots of the war on behalf of the United States at the Odenwald, an armed German supply ship, which was returned by force to San Juan Bay whereupon its contraband was confiscated; and

Whereas, During World War II, the 65th Infantry gallantly served in North Africa and Europe, winning the Maples-Foggian, Rome-Arne, Central Europe and Rhineland battle campaigns; and

Whereas, After the war, the 65th Infantry were assigned dangerous security, anti-sabotage and other occupation missions in Germany, and was among the last units to return home; and

Whereas, In 1950, after arriving in Pusan, Korea, the 65th Infantry joined the United States 3rd Infantry and were amongst the first to meet the enemy in the battlefields of Korea; and

Whereas, Throughout the course of the Korean War, Puerto Rico suffered more casualties than a majority of the states in the U.S.; and

Whereas, A total of 61,000 Puerto Ricans served in the U.S. military during the Korean War, of which more than 700 men were killed and more than 100 are still missing in action; and

Whereas, During the Korean War, members of 65th Infantry Regiment informally called themselves "Borinqueneers," a term derived from Puerto Rico's indigenous Taino name, Borikén, meaning "land of the brave lord"; and

Whereas, The 65th Infantry is credited with the last battalion-sized bayonet assault in United States Army history; and

Whereas, The 65th Infantry was awarded nine Korean Battle Campaign Awards,  the Presidential and Meritorious Unit Commendations, two Korean Presidential Unit Citations, the Greek Gold Medal, Navy Unit Commendation and many other awards for bravery; and

Whereas, On March 18, 2014, Master Sergeant Juan E. Negron will receive the Medal of Honor, posthumously, for his courageous actions while serving as a member of Company L, 65th Infantry Regiment, 3d Infantry Division during combat operations against an armed enemy in Kalma-Eri, Korea on April 28, 1951; and

Whereas, Including the aforementioned award, individual members of the 65th Infantry Regiment would have earned one Medal of Honor, 10 Distinguished Service Crosses, 256 Silver Stars, 606 Bronze Stars, 2,771 Purple Hearts and many other individual awards over the span of  World War I, World War II, and the Korean War; and

Whereas, The 65th Infantry Regiment has received other honors including a street co-naming in the Bronx, New York, called "La 65 de Infanteria Boulevard"; and

Whereas, Although the 65th Infantry has received many prestigious awards, it has never received a Congressional Gold Medal; and

Whereas, Other military units have received the Congressional Gold Medal including the Native American Marines, known as the Navajo Wind Talkers, World War II Japanese American intelligence soldiers, known as the Nisei Soldiers, and the first African American military aviators, known as the Tuskegee Airmen; and

Whereas, Given the contributions of these American citizens to the U.S. military, Borinqueneers deserve to be Congressional Gold Medal recipients among the other distinguished soldiers; and

Whereas, H.R.1726, sponsored by Congressman Bill Posey, and S.1174, sponsored by Senator Richard Blumenthal, would award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment, known as Borinqueneers; and

Whereas, The 65th Infantry fought bravely as they loyally defended America against all enemies while facing discrimination, segregation and unusual obstacles; and 

Whereas, It is imperative that Congress pass H.R.1726 and S.1174 to recognize and honor the 65th Infantry's outstanding service; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York urges Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R.1726 and S.1174, to award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment, known as Borinqueneers.
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