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Ber nar d DuPont
Brasseri e Cognac Cafe

Turay Toufisan [sp?]
Brasseri e Cognac Cafe
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Okay, we're going to
get started this norning. Good norning, everyone.
W have a limted agenda today. | know Police
Conmi ssioner Bratton is going to be testifying a
little while a Public Safety, and couple of our
nmenbers are interested in getting over there, and
they should nake it. W have -- Wll, let ne
i ntroduce nyself. |'m Mark Weprin, Chair of the
Zoni ng and Franchi ses Subconmittee. And |I'm
delighted this nmorning to be joined by the follow ng
menbers of the subcommittee Vincent Gentile, Dan
Gar odni ck, Donovan Richards, Ritchie Torres, and
others on their way. But that's it for now, and that
i s enough for a quorum W have one cafe on the
agenda, that is Land Use Number 59, Brasserie Coghac
Cafe in Council Menber Garodnick's district. [|'d
like to call up Bernard DuPont and Turay Toufi san
[sp?]. C ose enough, huh. C ose enough, huh?

Gent| enen, when you get to the mcs, I'll try to
navi gate how they work because they're a little
tricky. And then, please state your nane for the
record and describe the cafe application that you
have. You could test it. Sonetines it's

counterintuitive. It lights up when it's off, and --
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BERNARD DUPONT: Yeah, Can you hear ne?

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Okay. State your
nane.

BERNARD DUPONT: Ckay, can you repeat the
guesti on.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Okay, now there's no
-- If you want to just state what it is you're asking
for as far as the cafe --

BERNARD DUPONT: Yes. W're just asking
what was -- what the previous owner had that neans 14
seats, 7 table, and 14 chairs. And that we can
hanl de very well, and that's allowed us to keep it as
the one-person for other stuff, a waitress or waiter
for lunch and dinner. So it's vital as well as for
the business. |It's not a big restaurant, and the
rent is pretty high. And we will obey the rules
apparently, and we will be good nei ghbors.

CHAI RPERSON VEPRIN:  Sir, do you want to
add sonet hi ng?

TURAY TOUFI SAN: Yes, |'mpretty sure that

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: Pl ease, just state

your nane again for the record.
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TURAY TOUFI SAN: Turay Toufisan [sp?] |
think there was sonet hing of a confusion here,
because originally we had asked for a | arger anount
of seats. And at the Conmunity Board, the
Subcommittee they said no they didn't like that, but
they then said yes, then the subconmttee for 14
seats. Then, | guess it went to the | arger Board,
and | thought they went through because | received
all the contracts, and everything fromthe city. So
it was sort of a surprise for us to hear that there
was sone confusion.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  [interposing] The
Comunity Board voted no with --

TURAY TOUFI SAN: [interposing] Yeah,
well, I --

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  -- with conditions.

TURAY TOUFI SAN:  Yeah, well, | didn't
realize that. So now, it came down at the el eventh
hour tonight at ten seats, but, you know --

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Yeah.

TURAY TOUFI SAN: So this was sort of a
surprise to us.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Okay, well nerci

beaucoup. 1'mgoing to ask Council Menber Garodnick
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to explain how he got to this point, and where we are
right now. Council Menber Garodni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GAROCDNI CK: Thank you, M.
Chai rman and this m crophone is aggressive. First of
all, I want to thank the gentlemen for being here
today. And | will just for the purpose of clearing
up the record, there was an application by the
Brasseri e Cognac East Corporation, which is |ocated
at 963 Lexi ngton Avenue, before the Community Board
to expand to nine tables and 22 seats. The Community
Board di sapproved that, and they noted that nenbers
of the public had addressed ongoing issues related to
encroachnment beyond the approved area.

Use of unauthorized tables and chairs;
| ack of supervision; ongoing issues with the
establ i shnment's garbage di sposal; sidewal k
cl eanliness; and the use of orange cones to illegally
bl ock street parking. The previous establishment had
been |icensed for seven tables and 14 chairs, and
they had noted that there were nore regularly than
t hat nunber outside using both |icensed and
unl i censed si dewal k space.

So the owner had agreed to decrease the

application to seven tables and 14 seats, and to
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submt revised plans to the Conmunity Board offi ce,
but did not do so. And the Community Board

accordi ngly had unani nously by a vote of 42 to zero
rejected this application. Now, this is actually a
very suitable location in ny mnd for a limted
nunber of seats for a sidewal k cafe. It is a very
pretty restaurant.

It is a nice place to be, and so | went
because of the confusion in the absence of newy
submtted plans. | went nyself to | ook to see the
i nteraction between the sidewal k cafe and the fire
hydrant; the sidewal k cafe and the tree pits; the
si dewal k cafe and the corner; and the pedestrian
passage. And | concluded that the appropriate nunber
so as to allow for a sidewal k cafe to proceed despite
even despite a 42 to nothing Community Board
rejection was five tables with ten chairs. Wth
openness for us to revisit that upon their next
renewal . And accordingly, we have a letter from
Shl ono Lagota [sp?], who is the -- he is your
aut hori zed representative, is that correct?

BERNARD DUPONT: Yes, he is.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Yes, he is,

and the letter is addressed to nme dated May 19th, and
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it notes that the -- as per coments from Counci
Menmber Garodnick the cafe shall have five tables and
ten chairs. They will maintain sidewal k cl eanli ness,
and keep garbage di sposal controlled around the cafe.
Not to use orange cones to block the street parKking.
Foll ow all applicable laws and regs with respect to
the operation of the cafe. And that the restaurant
W Il participate in ongoing neetings with community
reps to discuss any ongoi ng concerns or problens as
may arise with the intent of devel oping satisfactory
sol uti ons.

So with this letter in my possession, the
agreenment is that they are bound to five tables, ten
chairs. | will support this application. |
encourage nmy Committee Menbers, ny coll eagues on the
Conmittee to do the sane, and | thank you very nuch
M. Chairman

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: M. Garodnick, did
you have any conversations with the Community Board
subsequent to visiting then?

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK: W did and
they are satisfied with this resol ution.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Ckay, thank you very

much. We are joined by Council Menber Vincent
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I gnizio, our Mnority Leader. | would ask if anyone
has any questions of these gentlenen. | see none.
So we are going to ask is anyone else here to testify
on this matter, Land Use Matter Nunber 59? Seeing
none, I'magoing to close this public hearing, and we
are going to nove directly to a vote since this is
the only itemon our agenda today. |'mgoing to cal
on Ann McCoy to please call the roll

ANN MCCOY: Chair Weprin.

CHAlI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER CGENTI LE:  Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber Garodnick

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: Only if he's
going to give us bacon afterwards. [laughter] Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber |Igni zio.

COUNCIL MEMBER TGN ZIG: | vote aye, |
just want to congratul ate ny col |l eague, Counci
Menmber Garodni ck, who clearly worked hard for the

community to try to help the business comunity as
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well as his Community Board. And that's not an easy
thing to do. So, congratulations and | vote aye.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK: Wl |, thank
you.

ANN MCCOY: By a vote of six in the
affirmati ve, no abstentions, and no negatives, Land
Use |Item Nunber 59 is approved and referred to the
Ful | Land Use Conmmitt ee.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you very nuch.
| want to acknow edge that Council Menber Vi ncent
Gentile got the gold star today. W are going to
hold the rolls open until 10:15. So if anyone is
here representing any of the nmenbers who didn't nake
it yet, please get themoff the subway and get them
in here. Until 10:15 we're going to hold the rolls
open to. Wth that in mnd, remenber the Land Use
Conmittee neets on Thursday, and with that, the

nmeeting i s now adj ourned. [gavel]
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