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RES. NO. 79
                        By Council Members Williams, Ulrich, Gentile and Vallone
TITLE:

Resolution in support of the creation and presentation of a ticker-tape parade to honor the veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.
INTRODUCTION

On May 23, 2014, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Eric Ulrich, will hold a hearing on Res. No. 79, a Resolution in support of the creation and presentation of a ticker-tape parade to honor the veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. This is the first hearing on this resolution. 
BACKGROUND

The 2.5 million service men and women deployed as a part of the Global War on Terror, consisting of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, made enormous sacrifices for their country. During operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, 6,793 lost their life and more than 52,000 were injured.
 Since 2000, over 100,000 deployed service members have been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder and more than 250,000 cases of traumatic brain injury were reported.
 Further, many veterans returned home to a depressed economy with high rates of unemployment. Though many members of the public and governments at all levels have expressed their gratitude for the service of post-9/11 veterans and worked to address the challenges they have faced upon returning home, they have thus far been denied an unique honor hosted by the City of New York – the welcome home ticker-tape parade. 
New York City has traditionally been the home of public celebrations for service members returning home from war and conflict. These celebrations, generally in the form of ticker-tape parades, occur in downtown Manhattan along a corridor that has come to be known as the Canyon of Heroes. The iconic ticker-tape that falls from City buildings during these parades has its origins in the paper that ran through stock ticker machines.
 When the Statue of Liberty was officially dedicated in the City in 1886, employees began throwing the tape from office windows, launching a tradition that continues today.
 
The first ticker-tape parades officially organized by the City welcomed home the soldiers of World War I.
 In the ensuing decades, the City hosted dozens of ticker-tape parades, often at the request of the federal government.
 Veterans of World War II were celebrated in back-to-back parades in August 1945, while an event in honor of General Douglas MacArthur was held in 1951.
 Ticker-tape parades for veterans of the Korean and Vietnam War were also hosted by the City, albeit years after the conflicts ended.
 In 1991, the City once again hosted a timely welcome home celebration for American troops following the first Gulf War.


Calls for a welcome home parade for those that have served in the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan following the attacks of September 11, 2001 began with the withdrawal of troops from Iraq in 2011.
 Mayor Michael Bloomberg deferred to the federal government in regard to scheduling any events for returning troops.
 At the time, a spokesperson from the Pentagon argued that a parade was inappropriate while troops were still deployed to Afghanistan.
 Despite the views of military officials, a number of U.S. cities have hosted parades honoring veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Civilian organizers in St. Louis hosted a welcome home parade dedicated to those served in the post-9/11 conflicts in January 2012, organized by two local residents and supported by donations by small donations and funding from area businesses.
 A similar event in was held in Chicago on December 15, 2012.
 


In April 2014, New York Senator Charles Schumer renewed calls for the City to host ticker-tape parade as the U.S. finalizes plans to formally end its operations in Afghanistan.
 The Pentagon is currently reviewing Senator Schumer’s official request for a parade and will determine whether the federal government is able provide support.
 Mayor Bill de Blasio has expressed support for a ticker-tape parade, so long as the Pentagon approves of the celebration.
 No further details have emerged as to when the Pentagon expects to respond to Senator Schumer’s request or an anticipated date for a parade.
ANALYSIS 
Res. No. 79 states that ticker-tape parades in New York City were the result of the evolution of years of public celebrations in the City and that the first such parade occurred in 1886 when workers threw ticker-tape out of office windows to celebrate the dedication of the Statue of Liberty. The resolution goes on to discuss the history of military parades in the United States (U.S.) since the American Revolution and tradition of soldiers displaying their colors in ceremonial reviews. The resolution notes that while the war in Iraq ended in 2011, the City has not held a parade welcoming home those that served in that conflict. 
The resolution indicates that approximately 2.6 million troops have deployed to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan since 2001, including an estimated 85,000 from New York State. The resolution discusses the cultural importance of ticker-tape parades held in the City’s Canyon of Heroes, noting that sports champions and near champions, celebrities, foreign dignitaries and veterans of wars and conflicts in World War I and II, Korea, Vietnam and the first Gulf War have all been honored in such parades. 
The resolution states that the City should not ignore valor and sacrifice of the members of the United States Armed Forces who served in Iraq and Afghanistan and argues that a ticker-tape parade would be a dignified tribute to those that have served. The resolution declares that New Yorkers have often rallied around our heroes and veterans of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan are no less deserving than others of a ticker-tape parade. The resolution supports the creation and presentation of a ticker-tape parade to honor the veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.
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By Council Members Williams, Ulrich, Gentile and Vallone
Whereas, Ticker-tape parades evolved from New York City's long history of public celebrations; and

Whereas, Since early American military times, soldiers have displayed their colors in ceremonial reviews; and

Whereas, Following the American Revolution, parades commemorated events of national importance such as Evacuation Day and Independence Day; and

Whereas, October 29, 1886 marked the first ticker-tape parade in New York City, when exuberant office workers threw their ticker-tape into the streets as an unplanned celebration of the dedication of the Statue of Liberty; and

Whereas, Although the Iraq War ended on December 31, 2011, only St. Louis has held a "Welcome Home Our Heroes" parade to date with an estimated attendance of 100,000 people; and

Whereas, According to Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, roughly 2.6 million troops have been deployed since October 2001 to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, with approximately 85,000 veterans from these conflicts in New York State; and

Whereas, New York City's ticker-tape parades down the Canyon of Heroes in lower Manhattan have long been part of American culture; and

Whereas,  Sports champions and near champions, celebrities, foreign dignitaries and veterans of wars and conflicts in World War I and II, Korea, Vietnam and the first Gulf War, have all marched down Broadway to a cheering crowd and skies full of ticker-tape, confetti, paper streams and the like; and

Whereas, The valor and sacrifice of the members of the United States Armed Forces who served in Iraq and Afghanistan cannot and should not be ignored; and

Whereas,  A ticker-tape parade should serve as a dignified tribute to the many who sacrificed in Iraq and Afghanistan, and as a time and place for the public to gather in demonstration of our gratitude to our servicemen and servicewomen;  and

Whereas, New Yorkers have traditionally rallied around our heroes and our veterans are no less deserving than others for this fitting token of our appreciation; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York supports the creation and presentation of a ticker-tape parade to honor the veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.
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