TRANSCRI PT OF THE M NUTES
O the

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG

April 29, 2014
Start: 1:26 p.m
Recess: 2:48 p. m

HELD AT: Counci | Chanbers
Cty Hall

BEFORE
MELI SSA MARK- VI VERI TO
Speaker for the Counci
LETI TI A JAMES
Publ i ¢ Advocate

COUNCI L MEMBERS:
Maria del Carnen Arroyo
| nez Barron
Fernando Cabrera
Mar garet Chin
Andr ew Cohen
Robert Cor negy
Costa Const anti ni des
El i zabeth Crow ey
Laurie A Cunbo
Chaim M Deut sch
Il nez E. Dickens
Dani el Dromm
Raf ael Espi na
Mat hi eu Eugene

World Wide Dictation 545 Saw Mill River Road — Suite 2C, Ardsley, NY 10502
Phone: 914-964-8500 * 800-442-5993 * Fax: 914-964-8470
www.WorldWideDictation.com




Dani el R Garodnick
Vincent Gentile
Vanessa L. G bson
David G Geenfield
Vi ncent 1lgnizio
Corey Johnson
Andy Ki ng

Ben Kal | os

Pet er Koo

Karen Koslow tz
Rory Lancman

Brad Lander

St ephen Levin
Mar k Levi ne

Al an Mi sel
Steven Matteo
Dar |l ene Mealy
Carl os Menchaca

| Daneek M Il er
Annabel Pal na

Ant oni o Reynoso
Donovan Ri chards
Ydani s Rodri guez
Debor ah Rose

Hel en Rosent hal
Ritchie Torres
Mar k Treyger

Eric Urich

Janmes Vacca

Paul A. Vall one
Ji nmmy Van Braner
Mar k V\prin
Jumaane D. WIIlians
Ruben Wl s




APPEARANCES (CONTI NUED)
Li nda Rossi
Founder

Chrissy’s Wsh Menorial Fund




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 4

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERITO 1'd like to ask
nmy col |l eagues to | guess pay attention to our
col | eagues. |'’mgoing to have Paul Vall one;
Counci| Menber Vallone do the first cerenoni al
today, which is Chrissy’s Wsh Menorial Fund, which
hel ps fund research on brain disorders such as
anorexi a, bipolar disorder and depression. So |’'m
going to pass it on to Council Menber Vall one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Mario and Linda Rossi, would you
come on up? |If ny fellow council nenbers and
everyone can give nme just a couple of mnutes, this
is afamly that is near and dear to ny heart.
This is actually ny first cerenonial and | wanted
that to be this way. There is nothing worse than a
parent losing a child and Mari o and Li nda Rossi
have enbodi ed the celebration of that Iife through
Chrissy’s Wsh and when we nmet them they canme to
our office years and years ago and they had said,
“Wuld you help us?” And | have never taken them
of f our hearts, our walls, everywhere we go and the
day their daughter Chrissy died, she had books on
her bed and she was trying to find a cure for

herself; for her own nental illness; her own
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 5
depression and it was her wish to find that cure,
so Mario and Linda Rossi then started Chrissy’s
Wsh in honor of their daughter so that they could
rai se funds and every dollar that they’ ve rai sed,
and hopefully with this year’s event we'll get to a
half a mllion, has gone to that research. So |'d
like to... [cheers, applause] well deserved. And
now we’ Il have the clerk read the proclanmation for
us.

CLERK: Council City of New York
Procl amat i on: Whereas Christina “Chrissy” Ross
was born in New York on Decenber 31st, 1979, in her
very brief 26 years, she touched an extraordi nary
nunber of people. She had an unpretentious
denmeanor that quickly won friends. Even with
illness, she was blessed with an insight into
humanity, as well as boundl ess | ove and conpassi on
for others. She continued to work and care in a
group home of disabled adults, even as she faced
unrel enting chall enges of her own. Despite the
unwavering |l ove and support fromfamly, friends
and a special boyfriend, Chrissy, |like one in five
Anericans today, suffered froma debilitating

mental illness. And whereas on July 25th, 2006,
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 6
Chrissy left this earth pursuing her greatest w sh:
peace of mind. Since then, the Chrissy’'s Wsh
Menorial Fund has had a trenendously positive
inpact in its work by fulfilling that same w sh for
others in working toward an end to the devastating
mental illness that strikes so nany of our friends
and famly nenbers. Chrissy’'s Wsh is dedicated to
directly funding research on the nyriad of brain
di sorders that include, but are not limted to,
depressi on; bipolar disorder; anorexia nervosa; and
sui cide. Through the generosity of many supporters
in the |last seven years, Chrissy’'s Wsh has raised
nore than $430, 000, in which 100 percent of every
doll ar goes directly for nental health research
t hrough the Brain and Behavi or Research Foundati on.
And whereas the Brain and Behavi or Research
Foundation is the | argest 100 percent non-profit
donor supported organization in the world. The
Brai n and Behavi or Research Foundation is conmtted
to alleviating the suffering of nental illness by
awarding grants that will lead to advances and
br eakt hroughs in scientific research. For nore
than 25 years it has awarded nearly $300 mllion

wor |l dwi de to nore than 3,000 scientists, carefully
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 7
selected by its prestigious scientific council.
Every cent of donor contributions for research is
i nvested in NARSAD grants, one of the highest
distinctions in nental health research. And
wher eas on August 22nd, 2014, the 8th Annua
Chrissy’s Wsh Menorial Fundraiser will continue to
reach for new horizons in the hopes to nmake
Chrissy's greatest wish a reality for peace of m nd
and a world without nmental illness. And whereas by
assi sting the researchers through Brain and
Behavi or Research Foundati on NARSAD grants,
Chrissy’'s Wsh provides hope for a better tonorrow
with inproved treatnents and ultimtely cures, now
therefore be it known that the Council of the Gty
of New York gratefully honors Chrissy’s Wsh for
rai si ng awareness about nental health, tanping down
the stigma of nmental illness and | ending strength
to all who need it. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker
for the entire Council; Paul A. Vallone, Counci

Menber, 19th District Queens. [applause]

LINDA ROSSI: | just want to first of
all, thank Council man Paul Vallone for his
conti nued support. Mre inportant, | want to thank

our daughter, Chrissy, for allow ng us the
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 8
opportunity to understand nental illness and to be
abl e to hopefully raise the awareness and to change
the stigma of nental illness, so thank you, Chrissy
and thank you all for allowing us to cone here and
to speak to you. God bless you all. [applause]

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TGO And | want to
just thank you both for your courage and your
strength. You know, | think when individuals go
through their trying tinmes, it’s nuch easier to
just close up, right, and shut everything out, but
you are sharing an incredible gift in founding this
organi zati on and hel ping the Iives of so many
others and I’'msure Chrissy’s extrenmely proud of
the two of you. Thank you. [applause] Ckay, we
ask... Council Menber Laurie Cunbo |I think has the
second proclamation that we' |l be issuing today.

[ background voi ces]

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Okay, you ready?
Good afternoon, everyone! | amvery, very pleased
and very... thank you for that. | amvery, very
pl eased and very proud today because this marks a
very triunphant day in our history. W are
cel ebrating the 25th Anniversary of 651 ARTS.

[ appl ause] Thank you. [cheers] 25 years; they are
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 9
| ocated in the Fort G eene conmunity of Brooklyn,
New York, [cheers] right, and through the support
of many others, but of course, our Public Advocate,
Letitia Janes... [cheers] that’s right. 651 ARTS
has becone a treasure in Brooklyn New York and in
an area that has undergone rapid gentrification and
many cultural changes, | amso proud that this
organi zati on, through our support, has weat hered
the test of tinme and they are undergoing the first
maj or capital project for an arts organi zation
wi thin the Downtown Brooklyn Arts Cul tural
District. So this is very huge. This is an
extrenely proud nonent in our Brooklyn history and
the Gty of New York. They are a beacon of I|ight
on an international level, as well as a |oca
| evel, giving artists of the African Di aspora
experi ences that they wouldn’t have any other place
and 651 ARTS is what makes Brookl yn, New York such
an amazing and fantastic place to be and it is
because of your work and the generations of so many
others before with foundi ng Executive Director
M kki Sheppard bringing this work forward to our
community so that we can be a better place and that

people fromall over the world will have a marker
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 10

of the history and the contributions and the
cultural talent of people of African descent in
Brookl yn, New York. So this is a proud day for all
of New Yorkers. W wi sh you all of the best in
your endeavors. They will be celebrating their
25t h Anniversary tonorrow with an anmazi ng gal a that
wll be at the Brooklyn Acadeny of Music in the BAM
Caf € and we encourage all of you to conme out for
what’s going to be a fantastic exciting evening and
we hope that you all can join us and that you wil|
make it. Thank you. [applause]

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TO If the clerk
can read the procl anati on.

CLERK: Council City of New York
Procl amati on: The Council of the Cty of New York
is proud to honor 651 ARTS for fostering greater
awar eness of and appreciation for the contenporary
performng arts and culture of the African D aspora
and for providi ng neaningful, creative
opportunities for performng artists of African
descent. And whereas since 651 ARTS based at 651
Fulton Street made its debut in 1988, it has
remai ned at the forefront of Brooklyn s robust

rebirth as a gl obal destination by devel oping,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 11
produci ng, showcasi ng excel | ent performance and
cultural programming rooted in the African
Di aspora. Wile based in Fort Geene, 651 ARTS
presents |live dance, nusic and theater events in
venues t hroughout the borough, and whereas to
fulfill its vision of celebrating the African
D aspora, 651 ARTS encourages fruitful exchanges
bet ween US based and African artists in both the
United States and Africa, enbracing the unique
hi story of our nation in general and the African
Anerican experience in particular. 651 ARTS works
to expand and strengthen channels for
comuni cation, collaboration and information
between the United States and Africa. It also
invests in artists by providing financial and ot her
resources needed to advance their careers and
devel op new work. And whereas over the |ast 25
years, 651 ARTS dedication to artist devel opnent
has been matched by its achi evenents in audi ence
engagenent, recognizing that art and art
appreciation nmust be fostered and nurtured and new
in each generation. The organization offers a
range of educational prograns that provide specia

opportunities for public school students to engage
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 12
wi th professional artists fromaround the world.
And whereas 651 ARTS has opened ninds, ignited
i magi nati ons and nourished the souls of artists and
audi ences alike by giving themall opportunities to
| earn, grow and di scover new worlds, all w thout
| eavi ng Brooklyn, now therefore be it known that
the Council of the Cty of New York honors 651 ARTS
for celebrating the arts and culture of the African
Diaspora in New York City. Melissa Mark-Viverito,
Speaker for the entire Council; Laurie A Cunbo,
Counci | Menber, 35th District Brooklyn; Jimy Van
Bramer, Chair Cultural Affairs Conmttee.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you,
Counci | Menber Cunbo, for inviting this wonderful
organi zation into our Chanbers so we could learn
about the wonderful contributions it’s nmade over
its 25 years. Yes, a little... if we could just be
silent as we hear a few words and wel cone to the
Counci | Chanbers.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Thank you so

much. We are very excited about what's on the
hori zon for 651 ARTS. W are the only organization
of color that is receiving a facility in the

growi ng Brooklyn Cultural District and it’s because
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of your support and the support and the support of
Counci | person Laurie Cunbo and Public Advocate
Letitia Janmes, who's been an advocate and an
activist for 651 ARTS for years, that we wll
finally get a home. 1'd like to thank you for this
[ cheers, appl ause] acknow edgenent, yes. Thank you
for this honor and thank you for our continued
support. Thank you so much.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you.

[ cheers, appl ause]

[ Pause]

CLERK: Ladi es and gentlenen, can |
have your attention, please? Can | please have
your attention? At this tinme, please place al
cell phones and el ectronic devices to vibrate.
W1l all non-Council enployees, non-counci
enpl oyees pl ease | eave the main floor of the
Chanbers. Thank you

{ Pause]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Al rise for
the Pl edge of Allegiance. Quiet in the Chanbers.
[All recite Pledge of Allegiance] Roll call.

CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO:  Here.
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CLERK: Barron.
COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Present.
CLERK: Cabrera.
COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA:  Here.
CLERK:  Chi n.
COUNCI L MEMBER CLERK: Here.
CLERK:  Cohen.
COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Here.
CLERK: Constantinides. Cornegy.
COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Present.
CLERK: Crow ey.
COUNCI L MEMBER CROMALEY: Here.
CLERK:  Cunbo.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:  Present.
CLERK: Deut sch
COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Here.
CLERK: Dickens.
COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Here.

[ gavel ]

14

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease, qui et

in the chanbers. Everyone please find seats.

Pl ease.

Continue with the roll call.

CLERK: Dr onm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Here.
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CLERK: Espinal. Eugene. Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Here.

CLERK: Gar odni ck. Gentil e. G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Here.

CLERK: Geenfield. Johnson. Kal | os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Aye, here.
CLERK:  Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Present.
CLERK:  Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO  Present.
CLERK: Koslowitz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Here.
CLERK: Lancman. Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Here.
CLERK:  Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: Here.
CLERK: Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Here.
CLERK:  Maisel. Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Here.
CLERK: Mealy. Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Presente.
CLERK: Mendez. Mller.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Here.
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CLERK:  Pal ma.
COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Here.
CLERK: Reynoso.
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO  Present.
CLERK: Richards. Rodriguez.
COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Here.
CLERK: Rose.
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Present.
CLERK: Rosent hal .
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Here.
CLERK: Torres.
COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Here.
CLERK: Treyger.
COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER:  Here.
CLERK: U rich.
COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Here.
CLERK: Vacca.
COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Here.
CLERK:  Val | one.
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
CLERK:  Weprin.
COUNCI L MEMBER VPRI N:  Here.
CLERK: Wl liams. Constantinides.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Her e.
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[ gavel ]
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease may we

have quiet in the Chanbers? Continue with the rol

call.
CLERK:  Espi nal .
COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Here.
CLERK: W/ s.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Here.
CLERK: Ignizio. Van Bramer.
COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Here.
CLERK:  Mark-Viverito.
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Here.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Pl ease rise for
the invo... for the invocation delivered by

Ani ndita ChatterjeeBhaum k.

[ nvocati on]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Motion to
spread the invocation in full upon the record by
Counci | Menber Danny Dromm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Thank you.
Anindita ChatterjeeBhaum k is one of the |eading
advocates in the city addressing the issue of

donesti c vi ol ence.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: [interposing]
Excuse me, Council Menber Dromm excuse ne.

[gavel] May we have quiet in the Chanbers, please?
Counci | Menber Dronm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROVM  Let me just
start again.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROVW  Anindita
ChatterjeeBhaum k is one of the |eading advocates
in the city addressing the issue of domestic
violence froma faith-based perspective. Anindita
works as the NYPD s clergy liaison to the Hi ndu
community and is an initiated devotee of the
Vedanta Soci ety of New York. As part of CONNECT
Faith, Anindita works with clergy to build their
capacity to address donestic violence. She
provi des spiritual counseling to wonen survivors of
domestic violence who are in need of spiritual
gui dance. | make a notion to spread the invocation
upon the record.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank. ..
adopti on of m nutes.

CLERK: None.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Messages and
papers fromthe Myor.

CLERK:  None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Communi cati on
fromcity, county and borough of fices.

CLERK:  None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Petitions and
conmuni cat i ons.

CLERK:  None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Land Use Call -
Ups.

CLERK: M 49. Roll call.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Roll call.

CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Aye.

CLERK: Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA:  Aye.

CLERK:  Chi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Aye.

CLERK:  Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Aye.

CLERK: Constanti ni des.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:
CLERK:  Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye.
CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Aye.
CLERK:  Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO.  Aye.
CLERK:  Deut sh.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Yes.
CLERK: Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.
CLERK:  Dromm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  Aye.
CLERK: Espinal. Eugene.
COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE:  Aye.
CLERK: Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Aye.

CLERK: Gar odni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye.

CLERK: Gentile. G bson.
COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Aye.

CLERK: Geenfield. Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Aye.

20

Aye.

Kal | os.
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CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Aye.
CLERK: Koslow tz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Aye.
CLERK: Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Aye.
CLERK: Lander. Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN.  Aye.
CLERK: Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Aye.
CLERK:  Mnisel. Matteo.
COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  Aye.
CLERK:  Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Aye.
CLERK:  Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye.
CLERK: Mendez. Mller.
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Aye.
CLERK:  Pal ma.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Madam Public

General Cal endar?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: | vote aye.

al so have perm ssion to go onto the
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
CLERK: Reynoso. Richards.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye.
CLERK: Rodri guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.
CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE:  Aye.
CLERK: Rosent hal

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL:  Aye.
CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.
CLERK:  Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER:  Aye.
CLERK: U rich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Yes.
CLERK: Vacca. Vall one.
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Yes.
CLERK:  Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEEPRI N:  Aye.
CLERK: Wlliams. WIIs.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye.
CLERK: Igni zio.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO  Yes, |1'd like

to vote on all the itens coupled on the General
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Order Calendar. 1'mtrying to get that right here,
Publ i c Advocate...

[ crosstal k]

PUBLI C ADVOCCATE JAMES.  Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO  If | may.

PUBLI C ADVOCCATE JAMES:.  Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIG | vote aye.
Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER  Aye.

CLERK: Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye.

CLERK:  Speaker Mark-Viverito

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO | vote aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Today’s Land
Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 44 in the
affirmative and zero in the negative.
Conmuni cation fromthe Speaker, Melissa Mark-
Vi verito.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERITO. | would like to
ask ny colleagues to just stand a nonment. |'m
goi ng to have one of our coll eagues say a few

words, but | want to recognize that you know, two
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weeks ago, New York lost an iconic figure here and
a great | eader when Basil Paterson passed away at
the age of 87. Basil was a trailblazer and an
inspiration to many who now serve as |leaders in
government and we know we’'re going to greatly mss
him Hi's contributions are i mense and | know t hat
Counci | Menber I nez D ckens was close and | woul d
like for her to say a few words in renenbrance.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you
Madam Speaker. The village of Harlem indeed the
Cty of New York and the State of New York is
nmour ni ng the passing of our son, Basil Paterson, a
husband, father, grandfather, nentor, influential
| eader and political icon. | had the inmense
privilege to know Basil fromthe age of nine.
Since that day, | was bl essed to have known this
man of true distinction that with his steadfast
vision and | eadership | ed a novenent of change with
the rest of the gang of four nenbers that included
Congressnan Charl es Rangel; forner New York City
Mayor David Dinkins; former Manhattan Borough
Presi dent Percy E. Sutton. Together they broke
down racial barriers and gave a potent voice to

African Anericans in the Denocratic Party, in the
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country, the county, the state. For ne, Basi
becane of ny nunber one supporters, nmentors and
consultants. He was a brilliant thinker with a
sof t - spoken, uni que tone of voice that forced
anyone to pay close attention because you know t hat
when he was done, you were going to wal k away
enriched with knowl edge. Throughout his career, he
set the exanple of a true public servant that

believed that the city you served in could be nade

a better place for all. The |Iove and gui dance from
soneone such as Basil is hard to | ose. He becane a
nonunental influence to all. Many had the bl essed
opportunity of knowi ng Basil and to nme, | wll

al ways renenber himas a jazz nusic |lover; a
stickball fanatic; the host of Bid Wist card ganes
that frequently had to be held in auditoriuns
because so many people cane fromfar and near; a
soft - spoken, but strong negotiator as the prine

uni on | abor | awyer for 1199 UFT and 32BJ, who
planted his feet strong in his beliefs and noved
towards his goals with accuracy and precision. M
prayer goes out to Portia and their two sons,
Governor David Paterson and Dani el Paterson, whom

are a great product of the values instilled in them
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by Basil, and to the rest of the Paterson famly.
Thank you, Basil, for the Iife that you |l ed and the
dedi cation you gave to all of us. Thank you, Madam
Speaker .

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Thank you,
Counci| Menber and if we could just join ne in a
brief silence as we nourn and renenber Basi
Pat er son.

[ Pause]

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TGO  Today we're
going to be voting on four pieces of |egislation
related to building codes and regul ations. One
bill, sponsored by Council Menber Levin, wll
require that existing conceal ed pipes in buildings
be outfitted with insulation when exposed during
repair or alteration. A second bill, also
sponsored by Council Menber Levin, requires the use
of high efficiency lighting at construction sites,
which will reduce energy usage for lighting by as
much as 75 percent and 1’d |ike Council Menber
Levin to say a few words.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN.  Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Intro 16-A that we are passing today will

anmend the admi nistrative code of the City of New
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York in relation to requiring insulation of exiting
conceal ed pi pes exposed during alterations or
repairs and when during an alteration or repair of
a building a pipe is discovered to |lack insulation,
the owner of the building will be required to fully
i nsul ate that pipe before finishing the work.
Doing so w Il rmnake buildings nore energy efficient
and conserve energy and as we encourage al
buil ding owners in New York City to nmake energy
upgrades, and as they do upgrades on their own to
t he existing housing stock in New York City, it is
inportant that we do everything we can to nmake sure
that we are reducing our carbon footprint here in
New York City and nmaking our buil dings nore energy
efficient and thereby naking a greener city. This
is one easy way to do this and contribute to that
effort. W already require that exposed pipes

during new construction have insulation. This is

just saying that in a renovation that... or an
alteration that those sane standards apply. Intro
263-A wi Il anmend the building code to ensure that

hi gh efficiency lanps wll be used at construction
sites. Currently, there are no regul ations on the

energy efficiency of construction lights and this
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is something that is commbn sense, again, as
building is picking up here in New York City, as
our econony is getting better and nore and nore
building permits are issued and nore and nore
bui | di ngs are being upgraded or being built, this
is something that will inprove our energy
efficiency and be anot her neaningful step in terns
of greening our city and making our city a greater
contributor to environnental conservation here on
our planet. Thank you very nuch, Madam Speaker.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO:  Thank you,
Counci| Menber. Another bill that we’'re going to
be voting on today... if | could have you..
counci | menbers, please. Another bill that we're
going to be voting on today, sponsored by Counci
Menber Matteo, requires that nold resistant
materials be used in construction and renovation of
noi sture prone areas of buildings, and I’'d like
Counci| Menber Matteo to say a few words.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Thank you
Madam Speaker. | would like to start by thanking
ny col |l eagues for the support of Intro 93-A, which
will help us achieve a nore resilient building

stock by mandating the use of nold resistant
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materials in noisture prone |ocations. |nproving
resiliency for the structures that are hone to our
city's famlies and businesses is always a
wor t hwhi |l e goal, but the challenges we have faced
i n Superstorm Sandy have only underscored its
i nportance. O the hones in Sandy affected
nei ghbor hoods that survived the flooding and tida
surge, many becane ridden with nold. It should be
a surprise to no one that the nost resilient hones
were built under the nobst recently updated
standards. In other words, updating standards can
save honeowners and taxpayers noney and in this
case, ensures the health and well -being of
residents and their neighbors. This applies to any
construction, even if it’s not in an area inpacted
by Sandy because these | ocations can devel op nold
even when there is no flooding. This was not a
rush process. The Comm ttee on Housing and
Bui | di ngs heard concerned testinony and made
changes to nore precisely indicate the areas of a
bui | ding that coul d be breeding grounds for nold so
t hat devel opers and property owners woul d not bear
and undue cost. | have to give particul ar thanks

to Council man Jurmaane Wl lians for his | eadership
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as chair of that committee. H's commtnent to
greater resiliency has made it possible for
standard i nprovenents |like this Introduction to see
the light of day. | also want to thank his
commttee staff, Ed Atkin and Cullen Howe for their
diligent work on this legislation, as well as Rob
Newman. Many thanks also has to go to ny
predecessor, Staten |sland Borough President Janes
(ddo, and his counsel when he was a mnority
| eader, Chris Decicco. He introduced this bil
| ast session and | appreciate being able to carry
the standard forward on this issue. 1'd also |ike
to thank nmy Chief of Staff, David Carr for his work
on this bill. Finally, I want to thank the Speaker
for making resiliency a watchword for this council.
| also want to express ny gratitude to mnority
| eader lgnizio for being a co-prinme sponsor of this
| egislation and all of the co-sponsors. Wth that
said, | ask ny colleagues to vote yes on Intro 93-
A.  Thank you.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Thank you,

Counci| Menber. Another neasure sponsored by
Counci| Menber Koo will allow hold open devices to

be installed on stairway entrances and buil di ngs.
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These devices all ow easi er access to building
stai rways, while automatically closing doors in the
event of a fire, and 1'd |like Council Menber Koo to
say a few words about his bill.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO  Thank you, Madam
Speaker. This legislation is intended to encourage
the use of stairs by nmaking their existence and
| ocation clear and to protect public safety. These
devices will be electronically nonitored so that
for exanple, if snoke is detected in a building,
the device will automatically deactivate so that
the door is able to close. Taking the stairs
i nstead of the el evator can be a good way for
people to stay fit and healthy and know ng exactly
where the stairs are in case of an energency can
save lives. | would like to thank the Speaker and
ny col |l eagues for arranging this bill and | | ook
forward to this passage. Thank you.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Thank you,
Council Menber. So 1'd like to thank Rob Newran,
Laura Popa, Jeff Baker, Ed Atkin, Cullen Howe from
| egislative staff for the work on these bills. 1°'d
also like to thank Housing and Building' s Chair

Jumaane Wl lianms for his | eadership on these four
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pi eces of legislation and | want to invite himto
say a few words about the bills.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you
Madam Speaker. |’d obviously like to thank you for
your | eadership, as well as congratul ate ny
col | eagues, Levin, Koo, Matteo and Ignizio and |’ m
proud to have worked with ny col |l eagues, as well as
the Green Codes Task Force, a group of industry
experts; union representatives; tenant advocates;
environnental i sts; academ cs devel opers; buil ding
owners and government officials to pass |egislation
that will green New York City’'s construction codes.
Al four bills hopefully wll be passed today and
be a trenendous step toward inproving the health
and safety of New Yorkers in all five boroughs.
Thank you agai n.
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you,

Counci| Menber. Today, we’'re also introducing new
council rules that will nake this body nore
effective, inclusive and transparent. W spoke a
| ot about it at the press conference. | won't go
into all the details on that. 1'd |ike our Rules
Conmittee chair, Council Menber Brad Lander for his

hard work on these reforns and | also would like to
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thank the Council’s legislative and policy staff
for all of their hard work, particularly David
Seitzer, M chael Freednman-Schnapp and |van
Luevanos, as well as all the council menbers for
their feedback in this process. It was really
very, very engaging. And finally, 1'd like to
acknow edge the observance of Yom HaShoah.

Yest erday was a day of renenbrance for the six
mllion innocent Jew sh people who were nurdered

during the Holocaust. This is also atine to

remenber all who suffered and died at the hands of

the Nazi reginme. As we nourn and renenber, we al so

vow to never again to allow such brutality and

horrors to occur. And with that ends Conmmuni cati on

fromthe Speaker

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you,
Madam Speaker. Di scussion of General O ders.
Seei ng none, report of Special Conmttees?

CLERK:  None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Reports of
St andi ng Commi tt ees.

CLERK: Report of the Conmmttee on

Fi nance, Intro 192, Downtown Lower Manhattan bi d.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Coupl ed on
General Order.

CLERK: Intro 193, Kings H ghway bid.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Order.

CLERK: Intro 194, Church Avenue bid.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Order.

CLERK:  Preconsi dered Reso 190,
organi zati on fundi ng.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Coupl ed on
General Order.

CLERK:  Preconsidered LU 52 and Reso
212 through LU 55 and Reso 215, various tax
abat enent s.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Coupl ed on
General Order.

CLERK: Report of the Commttee on
Housi ng and Buildings Intro 16-A, pipe Insulation.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TGO Anmended and
Coupl ed on General Order.

CLERK: Intro 93-A, use of nold-

resi stant materi al s.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG  Anmended and
Coupl ed on CGeneral O der.

CLERK: Intro 203-A, hold open devices.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Anended and
Coupl ed on CGeneral O der.

CLERK: Intro 263-A, construction site
l'ighting.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Anended and
Coupl ed on General Order.

CLERK: Report of the Conmttee on Land
Use LU 28 through LU 33.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Approved with
Modi fications and Referred to the City Pl anning
Commi ssion pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) of the Rules
of the Council in Section 197-(d) of the New York
Cty Charter.

CLERK: LU 36 and Reso 216, | andmark
desi gnati on.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Coupl ed on
General Order.

CLERK: LU 39 and Reso 217 and LU 40
and Reso 218, sidewal k cafes.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on

Ceneral Order.
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CLERK: LU 41 To LU 43, zoning
amendnent s.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Approved with
Modi fi cations and Referred to the City Pl anning
Conmi ssi oner pursuant to Rule 11.70(b) of the Rules
of the Council and Section 197-(d) of the New York
Cty Charter.

CLERK: LU 44 and Reso 219, sidewal k
caf é.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Coupl ed on
General Order.

CLERK: LU 45 and Reso 220 through LU
48 and Reso 223, zoning anendnents.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Order.

CLERK: LU 51 and Reso 224, Kings
County Hospital Center.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Order.

CLERK: General Order Cal endar
Resol uti on appoi nting various persons Conm ssi oner
of Deeds.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on

Ceneral Order and at this time, | ask for a roll
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call on all itenms on the Coupled General Order
Cal endar .

CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Permission to
explain nmy vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES.  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you. In
regards to Land Use 28 through 33... this is the
appropriate tinme for that; 28 through 337

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Yes, | was here
for the testinony being presented by Two Trees
Managenent for this project and nmy concern was that
they did not abide by the parkland agreenent that
they had agreed they would do. They reduced the
acreage for parkland and that was a very inportant
issue to ne and I did bring it up again at the vote
and it was indicated that they did not neet what
they had indicated they would do, so based on that
| ack of conpliance, I'’mvoting no on those, but aye

on the others. Thank you.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CLERK: Cabrer a.
COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Aye.

CLERK:  Chi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Aye on all.

CLERK: Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Aye on all.

CLERK: Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:

CLERK:  Cor negy.

Aye on

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye on all.

CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROMALEY: Aye.
CLERK:  Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Aye.

CLERK: Deut sch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Aye on all.

CLERK: Dickens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.
CLERK:  Dromm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  Aye.

CLERK:  Espi nal .
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COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:

General Orders and Call - Ups.

al |

CLERK: Eugene.
COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE:

CLERK: Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:

CLERK: Gar odni ck.

Aye on all

Aye.

Aye on all.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye.

CLERK: Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:
Land Use Call - Ups.

CLERK: @ bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:

CLERK: Greenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:

CLERK:  Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:
CLERK: Kal |l os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS:

CLERK:  King.

Aye on all

Aye on all.

Aye on all.

Aye on all.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Aye on all.

CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO: Aye on all.

CLERK: Koslowtz.

and

Aye on all.
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COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Aye on al |

CLERK: Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMVAN:  Aye.

CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Aye on all

CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES.  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Thank you
Madam Speaker, | want to thank you very nuch for
passing Intro 16-A and 263-A, but | also wanted
to...

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: [i nterposing]
May we have quiet in the Chanbers? Excuse ne,

Counci | Menber.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: | al so was
remss...

[ crosstal k]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease have
qui et .

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: | was al so
rem ss earlier in not acknow edging the very hard

wor k of Rob Newnman, Laura Popa, the G een Codes
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Task Force and our Conmittee Chair Junmaane
Wlliams. Thank you very much all and with that,
aye on all.

CLERK: Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Aye on all

CLERK:  Mni sel

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Aye on all.

CLERK:  Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG. Aye on all.

CLERK:  Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all

CLERK:  Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye on all

CLERK: Ml ler.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER:  Aye on all.

CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO Perm ssion to
explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO |'d just like
to congratul ate nmy nei ghbor and Council Menber
Steve Levin on his great piece of |egislation and
ny brother from another party, Steve Matteo, for

the great work. Congratulations to you both. |
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vote aye on all and all Land Use Call-Ups. Thank

you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Continue with roll call

CLERK: Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye on all.

CLERK: Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:
CLERK:  Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE:  Aye.
CLERK:  Rosent hal

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL:

CLERK: Torres.

Aye.

Aye on all.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye on all

CLERK:  Treyger.
COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Ay

CLERK: Urich.

e on all.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Yes.

CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Aye.
CLERK:  Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Ay

CLERK:  Weprin.

e on all.

COUNCI L MEMBER VWEPRIN:  Aye on all.
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CLERK: W Iians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.

CLERK: WIIs.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye on all

CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Aye on all

CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO | vote aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: All itens on
today’s Ceneral order Cal endar were adopted by a
vote of 50 in the affirmative and zero in the
negative and zero abstentions. |Introduction and
Readi ng of Bills.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERITO Al bills are
referred to Conmttees as indicated on the agenda.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: (kay and
revised Land Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of
50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative.
I ntroduction and Reading of Bills were referred.
There are no resolutions and now we’l|l turn to
General Discussion. Council Menber Mller.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Good afternoon.
Thank you, Madam Public Advocate. Over the past

few nonths, there's been a | ot of di scussi on about
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New York’s Tale of Two Cites and I am proud of the
work that we’ve done here at the Council and this
admni stration to eradicate that. Yet, the truth
for far too many New Yorkers remains the same and
their realities continue to be the sane. Wth this
in mnd, I would ask you to join nyself and Counci
Menber Danny Dromm in sponsoring Resol ution 189.
This resolution calls on the State Legislators to
pass and the Governor to approve that governnents
across this state establish their own m ni rum wage
standards. Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins al ong
with the Black Latino Asian Caucus and Kari m Canmara
are currently | eading the charge of these bills in
their respective Houses. New York City should not
be held to the econom c standards of Rochester,
Syracuse and Buffalo. Likew se, these cities
shoul d not be held to the standards of our econony,
whi ch can withstand a hi gher m ni nrum wage.
Therefore, | invite you to attend tonorrow s
hearing of Civil Service and Labor Committee on the
16th floor at 1:00 p.m and | hope that you wll
all sign onto this resolution. W nust nmake sure
and ensure that the m ni num wage; the current

m ni mnum wage is the floor and not the ceiling for
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all working people here in the City of New York.
Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Kall os?
COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Thank you

Today, I'll be speaking to four itenms. In October
of last year, between our Primaries and Ceneral
El ections, nore than 30 council nenbers stood
together on the steps of City Hall calling for
Rul es Reform Today, |'mproud to be a part of a
council that is delivering on its prom se and |
urge nmenbers of the audience, as well as anyone
wat chi ng on the sinulcast to please join us on May
7th for the Rules Reform hearing on that so we can
have the best possible Rules Refornms possible. 1'd
also like to speak to Resolution 194, calling on
the State Legislature and Governor to pass
| egislation to prevent conpanies who profit from
t he Hol ocaust that have not paid restitution from
bei ng awarded governnents contracts. As we
remenber the Hol ocaust with the observance of Yom
HaShaoh this week, please join ne in signing on to
say we will never forget and that’s w th Counci

Menber Mark Levine, who is chair of the Jew sh
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Caucus. Lastly, I'"mecstatically proud to
i ntroduce the Construction Safety Act,
I ntroductions 298 and 299. In the twilight hours
of the Bl oonberg Admi nistration, a series of
changes to our city’ s nmuch needed crane and riggi ng
safety standards were rushed through. These
introductions will ensure the construction above
New Yorkers’ heads is done under safety standards
our city needs. Introduction 298, the rigging
bill, prevents weakened regul ati ons fromgoing into
effect in October. That would allow a nerely
conpetent person with a 32-hour course to
substitute for a licensed Maser Rigger with years
of experience. The cranes bill would ensure that
our City governnment handles |icensing in accordance
with strict safety standards, not a private
corporation. | look forward to working with all of
you to keep our city’s construction and our
residents safe. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Reynoso?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO  Thank you.
Today, | want to call to your attention Resolution

198, calling on the Departnment of Education to
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reformits process for the placenent of “Over the
Counter” students. “Over the Counter” is a term
used to describe students who do not participate in
t he Hi gh School Choice process, about 36,000
students every year. According to the Annenberg
Institute’ report, Over the Counter, Under the
Radar, these students tend to be new i nm grants,
speci al needs students, previously incarcerated
teens, poor or transient or honel ess youth,
students, over age for grade and students who have
hi stories of behavioral incidents in their previous
schools. Under the current system the DOE assigns
the mpjority of these students to struggling
school s, which already have significant
concentrations of high needs students. Meanwhile,
hi gh perform ng schools tend to receive a | ow
nunber of Over the Counter students. This
resolution calls on the DCE to devel op a nethod by
whi ch OTC students will be nore equitably
di stributed throughout our school system By doing
this, DOE can ensure that the systemas a whole is
serving these students, rather than limting this
responsibility to a snmall nunber of already

over burdened schools. | would greatly appreciate
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your support as we nove forward with this
resolution. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.
Counci | Menber Vacca. Quiet in the Chanbers,
pl ease. Council Menber Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | rise to speak on Resol ution
203, which I’ve introduced and I hope ny coll eagues
will sign onto, and that concerns stopping the
yearly increases in our water bills. Every year
the rates go up. There’s no end in sight. [|’ve
i ntroduced this resol ution because of all taxes and
this is atax; it’s not a fee. This is one of the
nost regressive. Wether you own a house and you
make $200, 000 a year or whether you’'re a senior
citizen and you own a house and you nmake $20, 000 a
year, you get the sane rate increase every year.
Now, this year, the rate increase is going to be
3.3 percent, which is the lowest and it’s a step in
the right direction, but in the ensuing years we
have to pl edge no nore increases. These increases
nunber one, they force affordabl e housing to becone
nmore and nore scarce. Many property owners are on

fixed income, they' re facing foreclosure or they're
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senior citizens so therefore, when they get these
i ncreases they often have no choice but to pass it
along to tenants if they own a two, three, four-
famly house and it drives rent into the
unaf f ordabl e category even further. W have tax
abatenents in this city. W have the SCRE
Program W have the SCHE Program Yet, there’'s
no such programwhen it conmes to our water bills;
no exenption for veterans, for the disabled or for
the elderly. 1t’s a straight rate and speaki ng of
a straight rate, it does nothing when it conmes to
saving water. \When these water neters were
installed, we were told if you saved water your
bill would go down. [I'mtelling you you could die
of dehydration and your water bill would not go
down in the Cty of New York. Something has to be
done and every year we talk about it, the rate
i ncrease takes place and it goes by the waysi de.
|’ m hoping this year we’ll do nore than talk. The
State has to act because again, this is a creature
of the State, but if we're tal king about affordable
housing in this city, well, the water rates have
got to be front and center when it cones to that

di scussi on. Thank you. [chine]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | rise today on a persona
experience in ny district. Knowing that this
wi nter and spring we' ve seen a nunber of fires
across the Gty of New York, in ny district we’ve
had sonme houses that were totally destroyed based
on fire hydrants being obstructed for the firenen
to get to. So on behalf of that and ny nei ghbors,
we know that fire hydrants are a essential to
conbating fires. In New York Gty and across the
nation, firefighters are inpeded fromefficiency
dousing fires which may occur during col der nonths
because of poor access to fire hydrants, which nay
have been frosted over and covered through dirt and
debris. Currently, it’s a crinme under the New York
Code Section 15-205 to obstruct the use of any fire
hydrant or to allow any snow or ice to be thrown or
piled on around hydrants, so Local Law that |I’'m
i ntroducing, 300, this law wi |l give property
owners an affirmative duty to clear away snow and
debris fromfire hydrants on their sidewal ks, which

will aid firefighters in their performance of their
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duties. | urge ny colleagues please to sign onto
this bill today. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.
Quiet in the Chanbers, please. Council Menber
WIls.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. Today, | rise not to speak about
| egislation, but 1"'mgoing to take a mnute. A
little while ago, the Speaker spoke and... one of
great council nmenbers, I nez D ckens, spoke
el oquently about a |eader that we just |ost, Basi
Paterson. And Inez Dickens did it, which was
fitting, not just because of her rel ationship;
because she has been soneone on the forefront of
fighting racial equality for as long as |I’ve known
her and we have had ot her giants that we have given
t renmendous accol ades to: David D nkins, Hector
Fi gueroa and Shirley Chisholm to nane a few and in
that, we gave a nonment of silence to this great
giant, Basil Paterson, but | think that this state
and this city, the nost progressive on earth, would
be remiss if we didn’t give a nonent of outrage for
the cormments that were made recently about NBA

pl ayers and which affected all mnorities and
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everywhere in this nation. |[|’ve had many phone
calls over the weekend froma |ot of the nenbers
and | just think that we need to do sonething as a
body and with the Speaker’s perm ssion and we have
a 59 seconds left, | would just ask all of the
menbers to stand here just in solidarity to show
that those racist remarks were repugnant and wl |
not be tolerated and | would ask the Speaker to
call for a nonment of outrage, but quietly
protesting or whatever she deens fit.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Quiet in the
Chanbers, please.

[ Pause]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Thank you, Madam
Speaker .

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Thank you for
that, Council Menber WIIs.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Dr omm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  Thank you. 1'd
like to call ny colleagues’ attention to Intro 292
regardi ng the use of solitary confinenent on R kers
I sland. As nmany of you know, the State has begun

to deal with this issue, particularly as it rel ates
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to juveniles in State [chinme] facilities; however,
those laws recently passed; those regul ations...

[ crosstal k]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber,
et me just get sone silence for you. Please,
guiet in the Chanber. | apologize. Council Menber
Dr omm??

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Those
regul ations do not relate to our City jails, so
therefore, |I’ve introduced Intro 292, which would
require the Departnent of Corrections to post a
nmonthly report on its website regarding punitive
segregation or solitary confinenment. | have done
that with Council Menber King and Council Menber
Lancman and yesterday with Council Menber Elizabeth
Crow ey, five council nenbers visited R kers Island
along with other staff nmenbers from ot her counci
menbers’ offices and we saw firsthand the
condi ti ons under which many of these offenders are
hel d and much of the conditions or nmany of the
conditions that we saw were quite shocking. So in
order to avoid a death |like we saw just recently of
t he honel ess man who was baked to death; literally

baked to death in his cell while in solitary
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confi nenent and whose funeral was held this past
weekend, we need to get facts and figures to begin
to deal wth these abuses. | also want to thank
Council Menber MIler for co-sponsoring with ne the
Resol ution 189 to authorize |ocal governnents to
establi sh and enforce higher levels of the m ninum
wage and urge ny col | eagues as well to sign onto
that. Thank you very, very nuch

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.
Counci | Menber Ferreras?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Col | eagues,
today | introduce a piece of legislation that wll
set limtations on the anount that New Yorkers are
payi ng i n conveni ence fees at online portals hosted
by City agencies and governnental entities. More
and nore New Yorkers pay violations taxes and bills
using online portals anong ot her paynents for their
convenience and tinme efficiency. Convenience fees
are often assessed for using the online system and
at tines, the associated fees are a surprise to
those using the systemor they are unpredictable.
This bill wll set limts on the fees to a maxi num
of two percent of the paynent being made or $50.

The |l ower anount will be the convenience fee paid.
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These online portals are neant to serve as an
ef ficient and expedited systemfor the City to
collect and for the New Yorkers to pay violations
and bills, but when unpredictable fees add up, the
convenience is lost. This legislation will help to
i ncrease transparency for New Yorkers when naking
online paynents and will limt inconvenience. |
urge my col |l eagues to support this |egislation by
signing on as co-sponsors. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Deutsch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH. Thank you. |
urge you to support Intro 290 in relation to tree
pl anti ng abutting residential private property
owned by a senior citizen or a disabled person.
First off, let me start out by clarifying I’ m not
anti-trees. | amfully aware trees are an
essential aspect to our quality of life; cleaning
the air and beautifying the city; however, many
times maintaining the property surrounding trees
can be difficult for a senior or a disabled
honeowner. Tree pits have proven to be magnets for
trash and clear to ECB violations. Their |eaves,

natural fallen debris or any accunul ated trash has
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to be swept up during Sanitation’s groundi ng hours.
Comcally, the City can show up at your honme on any
gi ven day without notice; plant a tree, whether the
homeowner wants it or not. M bill is not neant to
hi nder the anount of trees planted, but nerely
gi ving senior and di sabl ed honmeowners the option
they deserve: to have a tree or not to have a
tree. Join ne in giving our seniors and disabled a
voi ce in having a choice in deciding of the ability
to maintain the responsibilities that cone al ong
with having a tree. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber R chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Good
afternoon. Today, |’ m speaking on Introduction
313, which would establish an Air Quality Task
Force. According to the Departnent of Health,
2,000 people or six people a day die a year from
poor air quality in New York City. Another report
by Mount Sinai Hospital shows asthma rates have
tripled within the last three decades and are
| eadi ng causes of hospital energency roomvisits,
hospitalizations and children being absent from

school. Conmmunities such as East Harlem the South
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Bronx and Sout heast Queens and ot hers have had sone
of the highest asthma rates due to poor air quality
for far too long, which brings ne to today’s
| egi slation, which would establish an Air Quality
Task Force. The task force will establish
reconmendations with respect to adverse air quality
inpacts fromindustrial activities and sources,
smal | area sources and air pollution hot spots and
ot her unaddressed sources of air pollution. The
task force will also bring together sone of our
greatest mnds fromCity agencies, advocates and
others to cone up with tangible solutions that we
can do to clean our air, so | urge ny colleagues to
sign onto Introduction 313 today. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN. Thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. | want to ask ny coll eagues to
sign onto Resolutions 195 and 196 |’ mintroduci ng
today. 195 is a resolution calling on the New York
State Housing... I'"'msorry, the New York Cty
Housi ng Authority to conduct a survey of its entire
portfolio to determ ne how nmuch | easabl e property

i s owned throughout the city. This is follow ng up
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on NYCHA's efforts over the |ast year or so to sel
or | ease part of their properties. W want to nake
sure that we have an accurate assessnent of what
they' re actually tal king about and | ooking at in
all of our communities. Reso 196 is a resolution
calling on the New York State Legislature to pass
and the Governor to sign Senate Bill 6477 and
Assenbly Bill 8637, which would allow health care
prof essionals to prescribe or dispense an opioid
ant agoni st such as Nal oxone by a non-patient
specific order..

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. [i nterposing]
Qui et in the Chanbers, please.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  That provides
protections against crimnal and civil liability,
as well as professional disciplinary action
resulting fromsuch prescribing and this is to help
conbat the increase in opiate addiction throughout
our city and state and to help |ifesaving
nmedi cations and opioid antagoni sts get into the
hands of those that can use them Also, | want to
i ntroduce and wel cone one of ny interns this
afternoon. Lily Goodspeed is here. She's a

graduate of Brown University and ehe’ s been an
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intern now for a nunber of nonths and has done
great work on our participatory budgeting and
constituent services. Wlcone, Lily. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.
Counci | Menber Barron?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Thank you
Madam Speaker. W recently heard our Mayor talk
about his first hundred days and we certainly
applaud himfor all of those things that he has
done; however, there is an issue, which he brought
up during his canpaign, which has not been
addressed or resolved and I'’mcalling on ny
col l eagues to rem nd himthat during the tinme that
he canpai gned that he agreed that there would be a
qui ck settlenment to the Central Park Five case.
And we know the names of Kharey Wse, Kevin
Ri chardson, Raynond Santana, Antron MCray and
Yusef Salaam These were five teenage boys who
were convi cted under sone very strange practices by
the District Attorney’s office at that time and the
actual perpetrator of the crine did confess and say
that he al one was the perpetrator of the crine and
his DNA confirned his confession. So we want to

rem nd the Mayor that he, during his canpaign tinmne,
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said that he woul d have a quick settlenent and |
woul d urge ny coll eagues to join in rem nding him
that and push towards a settlenent so that these
five young nen who spent many years in prison under
a wrongful conviction, which has been vacated, are
entitled to justice so that they can nove on with
their lives. They were vilified during that tine.
Certain people took out full page ads calling for
themto have the death sentence inposed and they're
due to full conpensation, so |I’d urge ny coll eagues
to remind the Mayor as he goes forward that we need
a quick settlenent in this case so that they can
nove on with their lives. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.
Counci| Menber WIlianms? My we ask those in the
hal | way to pl ease be quiet?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you. |
ask ny colleagues to join nme in hopefully
supporting three pieces of legislation. The first
one is a resolution calling on the Landnmarks
Preservation Conmttee to | andmark Jackie
Robi nson’s famly honme in ny district, 5224 Til den
Avenue. It’s Resolution 209. |It’s the hone of the

first African Anerican famly in East Flatbush. An
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African Anerican coupl e, Eleanor and Chri stopher
Palin, were the first African Anericans to arrive
in the East Fl atbush nei ghborhood. W have a
petition to get this house | andnmarked. A Jew sh
famly, the Satlows, were one of the only neighbors
who refused to sign the petition and the courage
stands up against their raci st nei ghbors and based
on what we heard today with nmy col | eagues about the
Cl i ppers, what happened then is very apropos now
and I’ mvery disappointed at the arbitrary rulings
of the Landmarks Preservati on Conm ssion and |'m
calling on ny coll eagues to join nme in asking for
this house that has already been nationally
| andmarked to be |landnarked in the city so we can
prevent it frombeing torn down. Also, the New
York Fair Chance Act; New York City Fair Chance
Act, Intro 318, I"'mproud to introduce it with
Bor ough President Gayle Brewer, Public Advocate
Letitia Janmes, Council Menbers Johnson, Torres,
MIller, Chin, Palner, G bson, Reynoso, Dromm and
Ri chards. W are asking that people sign on. It
ends hiring discrimnation. The law is needed to
forgive everyone, regardl ess of whether they nade a

m stake in their past, a chance to conpete for a




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 62
job. It is comonly called Ban the Box. W just
want to make sure that all of our people applying
for jobs are applying and consi dered based on the
nmerit of who they are now, not what they did in the
past and at |east allow themto have a foot in the
door, so we’'re asking everyone to sign onto the
Fair Chance Act. And last, but not |east, sad but
on a lighter note, we want to ask people to sign
onto Resolution 208 to commenorate the |life and
death of |egendary DJ Franki e Knuckles, the
“CGodf at her of House.” Frankie Knuckles was born in
the Bronx in 1955; passed away on March 13th... [’'m
sorry, March 31st, 2014. He played a pivotal role
in creating the House Miusic genre. He won a G amy
in 1997. He co-founded Def M x Productions and DJ
David Moral es, which is based at NYC. [chinme] Hope
to gain ny support on all three pieces of
| egi slation. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER CGENTI LE: Thank you and
in conjunction with Councilman Richards’ Air
Qual ity Task Force, | ask you to take a | ook at

Intro 297. This legislation would place air
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noni tors on heavy use thoroughfares and in
recreational areas. Their readings would then be
reported to the Mayor and the Speaker and
mtigating responsive actions would be fromthe
DEP, DOT and DOE to any regul ation violating the
| evel s of contami nants that m ght be detected and
that woul d be required under this |egislation.
Cont am nants, as you know, in the air can affect
adversely the health of New Yorkers, especially
where those contami nants exist in large supply like
on heavily used thoroughfares and pl aces where
people remain for sone tinme such as parks. So we
need to assure greater level air quality and health
for all those who live in New York City and
frequent its nost used streets or recreational
spaces. So in conjunction with Council nman
Richards’ Air Quality Task Force, | ask you to take
a look at Intro 297.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO.  Thank you. |
want to first start off by thanking all of ny
col | eagues in governnent for participating in Denim

Day. It was a resoundi ng success and people from
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all over the country took place right on the steps
of Gty Hall and it was really a strong declaration
of a novenent, particularly of young wonen, agai nst
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and they stood together very
proudly and I was proud to be anbngst them as part
of the Chair of the Wnen's |Issues Committee, as
wel |l as a nenber of the Wonen’s Caucus and it was a
very proud day and international coverage appeared
all over in recognition of this. | also want to
bring your attention to Council Menber WIIians and
| are witing to respectfully request our support
on Intro 289, which will require the Departnent of
Housi ng Preservati on and Devel opnent, HPD, to nake
avail abl e all housing applications in multiple
| anguages. As New York City is such a diverse city
with an estimted 200 | anguages spoken in New York
City, we cannot deny New Yorkers the opportunity to
apply for affordabl e housi ng because of a | anguage
barrier, and this bill would require the
transl ation of application forns into six
| anguages: Arabic, Chinese, Haitian, Creole,
Russi an and Spani sh and any ot her |anguage that HPD
would like to translate the applications into as

needed in the various devel opnents. | also want to
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bring your attention to sonething that is very dear
and close to ny heart. As many of you know, New
York City Conptroller Scott Stringer found many of
the city’'s public schools are in violation of New
York State |law, which sets mnimal instruction
requirenments that schools nust neet for the Arts at
each grade level. |It’'s also found that there' s a
growi ng recognition by enployers that we need high
school and col | ege graduates who are critica
t hi nkers, creators, innovators, entrepreneurs and
col | aborators, and Arts education provides that
foundation. New York State should ensure adequate
and dedi cated funding and resources to ensure a
high quality Arts [chinme] education in all schools
and | hope that ny coll eagues...

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: [interposing]
Thank you

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:  WI Il sign onto
this resol ution.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO.  Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber

Levi ne?
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COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Thank you

Madam Public Speaker. | want to call ny
col | eagues’ attention to two itens. First is Reso
194, which I’ m co-sponsoring with Council Menber
Kal | os, a day after Yom HaShoah. There is a French
Rai | Company known as Soci ete National e des
Chermins de fer Francais. |Its acronymis SNCF
whi ch during World War Il transported 75,000 French
Jews to death canps in Germany. Only five percent
survived; the rest perished in transit or at the
canps. Hundreds of survivors and their descendants
live in the United States today and this conpany
has steadfastly refused to pay reparations. Sadly,
two states already in the United States, Virginia
and Massachusetts, have awarded nmulti-mllion
dollar contracts to this conmpany for work on their
rail ways and the state of Maryland has cleared them
to bid on a $6 billion for railway work in that
state. We want to preenpt such unconsci onabl e
support with taxpayer dollars to this conpany in
New York by calling on New York State to bar
conpani es who have failed to pay reparation from
t he Hol ocaust for receiving state contracts.

Secondly, I want to call your attention, on a
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slightly less weighty matter, to Intro 303, which
woul d, for the first tine in New York Cty history,
establish recognition for a Buddhi st holiday in our
parking regulations. This would be the holiday of
Vesak, which occurs in May, which is the Buddhi st
hol i day whi ch comenorates the birth, enlightennment
and death of the Buddha. This is a comunity which
now nunbers nearly half a mllion in New York City.
It has virtually no formal recognition in any way
from State governnent. Those of you with | arge
Asian communities in your district are probably
aware that this holiday is conmon for the observant
to attend Tenple and to hol d parades and cerenoni es
in the street and we would like, in a small way, to
recogni ze their ascent and grow ng inportance in
our city. [chinme] Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Lander?

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Thank you
Madam Public Advocate. | want to note since
Counci| Menmber WIIls had us stand up just a few
short m nutes ago, the NBA has banned Donal d
Sterling for Iife fromthe NBA and [appl ause,

cheers] fined him$2.5 mllion and indicated
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they’'re going to force himto sell the team so
that’s fast action fromjust the New York City
Council rising to stand on its feet. [laughter]
It’s no...

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: [i nterposi ng]
That’ s power.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: | want to rise
today to say how proud | am of the action the
Speaker took just a few short m nutes ago
downstairs and on the floor now introducing
Resol ution 184, which is the bill to amend the
Rul es of the New York City Council. This is
conpr ehensi ve and historic reform by taking
punitive politics out of a nmenber itens, ensuring
fair consideration of |egislation, enpowering
chairs and opening this body up further to the
public. These reforns will help nmake sure the Gty
Council is nore fair, nore responsive, nore
transparent and better able to genuinely hear the
voi ces of all New Yorkers. 1t’s conme through a
very inclusive process. | really want to praise
this as a nodel of what inclusive | eadership can
| ook I'i ke and thank the Speaker for it. W had a

wonderful hearing to begin to develop it. W'l
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have a further hearing on the bill, which is being
i ntroduced today, the text of which is now online
SO people can see it inits detail a week from
Wednesday, May 7th and | encourage everyone to
attend. | want to thank the council staff again
who worked on this bill, especially Dave Seitzer,
M chael Freedman- Schnapp and |van Luevanos, as wel |
as Gary Altman, Ranon Martinez and ny Chief of
Staff, Rachel Goodman, who put a ot of time in on
it and thank our good governnent partners as well
at Common Cause, NYBURG [sic] and Citizens’ Union,
all of whomjoined us earlier and are here today.
This is still just one nore step. W will have a
hearing. W’re interested in continuing to inprove
to the bill, but it’s a big step. It really is a
conpr ehensi ve and historic reformand | | ook
forward to noving forward and bringing it back to
the floor for a bill. Thank you very nuch

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Rodri guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  First of
all, I would like to invite all ny colleagues to
the hearing that we have tonorrow on Vision Zero

where we have 22 bills and resolutions and it
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will... the hearing will start off with a famly
who had lost a | oved one. Before the Conm ssion,
they will cone to testify and we have a press
conference first at 12:00 noon and | also wanted to
say how proud | am al so of our Speaker. You know,
she was asked a question today and | know t hat
that’'s a question that she’'s been asked in many
pl aces: “Don’t you think that you re | osing power
by sharing the power of the Council?” And | think
that not every day we see soneone that getting into
a position and has all the power in his or her
hands to say we want to make changes and share that
power. So for me, sometine... we been here many
times and we see the link and we say the gover nnment
of the people, by the people, for the people.
Sonetines | can say that this Council not
necessarily has been the Council of all the menbers
and this positive approach taken by the Speaker
saying we need to bring denocracy; we need to bring
fairness; we need to bring transparency. | have no
doubt that it will mark the day; the history of
this Council and | believe that April 29th, 2014
will be always known as the day when we introduced

changes at the Council that will inpact everyone
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fromthe average New Yorkers that will have the

opportunity to go in and speak to a | ocal counci

menber and saying, “I would |ike for you to nove
this legislation.” In the four years that | have
been at the Council, | was never allowed [chine] to

see one of ny good bills passing or having a vote
in this Council so...

[ crosstal k]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: For ne, as
soneone that lived in those four years..

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: [i nterposing]
Pl ease concl ude. . .

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: And someone
that. ..

[ crosstal k]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Your remarks.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Soneone t hat
i ntroduced good bills having nore than 34 counci
menbers signing, | amso proud that now the future
council menbers will see their bill nore fully.

[ crosstal k]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Thank you. Power cones from giving power to
others. Council Menber Cornegy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Madam Public
Advocate, 1'd just like to say that although we're
celebrating a victory of the owner being banned, he
actually gets the last |augh because he purchased
that teamfor $12 million in the *80s and is due to
sell it for $2 billion.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Let us now
conclude with remarks fromthe Speaker, Melissa...
oh, Council... sorry, | apologize. Council Menber
Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Madam Publ i c Advocate. Follow ng on Council Menber
Rodriguez’s remarks, | just do want to say that |
believe today is a historic day in the New York
City Council with the introduction of what |
believe to be transformative Rules Reformin this
Council. | want to recognize the |eadership of
Speaker Mark-Viverito and the Chair of the Rules
Conmittee, Brad Lander and for the fol ks that came
before nme that have been pushing for these rules

changes for years. | know Council Menber Barron
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di scussed how this conversation started back in
2001 with the class that was el ected back then, and
| feel very confident that these rules changes are
going to enpower the Council, individual nenbers
and allow for us to truly respond to our
constituents in a nuch better, nore effective way.
A couple nore things: | want to follow up on
Council WIllianms on Introduction 318, which is
gi ving people a fair chance; banning the box for
the formally incarcerated in New York City. People
who are incarcerated should not be judged on one
| ow nonent in their life. They should be able to
get back into the systemafter they’ ve gone through
rehabilitation and when they’'re getting their foot
in the door, they should not be automatically
di squalified because of a crimnal record. They
shoul d be judged on their nerit and we woul d see
|l ess recidivismif we had peopl e being active and
brought back into the workforce. So | amvery
proud to co-sponsor this piece of legislation and |
| ook forward to it getting a hearing and hopefully
passing to bring nore fairness and justice and
progressive values to New York City and | will end

with this. Council Menber Van Braner, Cunbo and |
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put forward a resolution for the Justice for Jazz
Canpai gn; jazz musicians in New York City, who are
ol der, who are not getting benefits that they
deserve. They are destitute now, after decades of
playing in sone of the nost fanous clubs in New
York City. It is shameful. W look forward to
working to bring nore justice to these jazz
musi ci ans who have nmade a great part of our city.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Madam Publ i ¢ Advocat e.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: (ood
af ternoon, Council Menbers. | rise to ask you to
consider signing onto Intro 288. It is a bill that
woul d anmend the Gty Code that would ask for any
non-profit organization that receives greater than
50 percent of the organizational funds fromthe
Cty of New York; that those who are an officer of
position such as CECs or CLOs | eadi ng nanagenent
positions in those not-for profits that receive
greater than 50 percent fromthe Cty of New York

must sign conflict of interest disclosures. This
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is sonmething that hundreds of city nanagers do
every year; elected officials who do that as well,
and | want to make sure that we don't have a
situation that we have currently out in Queens with
the CEO of our libraries having two full-tine jobs.
So | encourage you to sign onto Intro 288, which

calls for greater disclosure of |eaders of these

not-for profits. |, too, want to thank the Speaker
for introducing today’s Rule Bill Reform | want
to thank the Rules Conmttee. [It’'ll ensure that

di scretionary funding is distributed in a fair and
transparent way and it would al so nmake sure that in
the future they are not used for political gain or
m suse. And | also encourage ny coll eagues to sign
onto Reso 186, which would add onto Council Menber
Levin's bill that we’ re passing today, would ask
for the State to do a tax deduction for anybody
that does insulation of nmechani cal properties
within their honme or buildings. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And now a qui ck
announcenent from Council Menber King, quick.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Qui ck, just want
to rem nd everybody fromthe BLAC that we have a

caucus neeting directly right after this, so I'm
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going to ask you swiftly to nake your way to the
conference so we can conplete this neeting as soon
as possible. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And now t he
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito to concl ude.
SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TGO So just a
nmonment of levity | guess, just letting ny
col | eagues to take note that the efficiency of

t hese neetings has reached the Editorial Boards of

Col orado Springs, Col orado [appl ause, cheers] where

they put an editorial saying, “Yakety Yak Council,
in reference to their Council, |amenting the fact
that their nmeetings |last 13 hours [background

voi ces, laughter] and tal king about that they

wat ched the April 10th neeting; this is the
Editorial Board of Col orado Springs, of the New
York Gty Council. It lasted 57 m nutes and 36
seconds, including six mnutes for roll call and
openi ng prayer. It was professional, orderly and
down to business. So thank you all. [applause,
cheers] And | also want to take a nonent to

i ntroduce the new General Counsel for the Gty
Counci |, Kathleen Ahn is here [appl ause] and very

much | ook forward to working with her. She..
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[laughter] She was a fornmer General Counsel at SBS.
|’mvery excited to have her on our team And it
is now 2:45 and we will be finishing this neeting.
Thank you all very nuch

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. W stand
adj our ned.

[ gavel ]
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