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[ gavel ]

ANDREW CCOHEN: [l aughs] ... excel | ent uh
Good afternoon, uh, | am Council nenber Andrew Cohen,
chair of the Council’s Commttee on Mental Health and
Devel opnental Disabilities Al coholismDrug Abuse and
Disability Services. | ampleased to be joined today
by Council Menber G bson, Chair of the Public Safety
Conmittee. Uh, we are here today to discuss Autisma
topic, a choice that was inspired by the tragic |oss
of Andre Ovante Ogquendo. As | amsure in this room
alr.As | amsure in this room already knows Ovante
Oguendo was an autistic non-verbal young nan who
di sappeared here fromhis school in Cctober 2013.
Sadly, after a city-w de search effort his remains
were found in January. This terrible |oss has caused
us to look for new ways to protect young peopl e who
had been di agnosed with Autism Council Menber
WIlls, who will be here shortly, uh, has introduced
four pieces of legislation to hel p design |ocate

young people with Autism who have gone who have gone

m ssing..uh, | will et himtell you a bit nore about
each bill. I would like to nmention, however, that
one in every 68 children will be diagnosed with

Autism and roughly half of themw |l go mssing in
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some point in their lives. Uh, at this point | would
i ke to acknowl edge Council| Menber G bson and Counci
Menmber Chi am Deutsch is here and uh...and, uh, | am
going to give the m crophone Council Menber G bson,
who is gonna make..[| NAUDI BLE]. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA G BSON:  Thank you
very much Chai rman Cohen and good afternoon | adies
and gentlenmen, it is a pleasure to be here. | am
Counci| Wnan Vanessa G bson. | proudly chair the
commttee on Public Safety and | am certainly honored
to be here with nmy coll eagues to discuss this very
inmportant and critical issue and the package of
| egislation that is primarily sponsored by our
col | eague Council Menber Ruben WIIls. Unh,
unfortunately, we are here today because of recent
events that have opened our eyes to the sad reality
that at as a City, we nust do nore to protect our
| oved ones with special nedical needs. W have al
been touched by the horrific tragedy of Ovante
Oquendo, and earlier today we were joined with his
not her at a press conference with many ot her
advocates and just a week ago simlar fears of
anot her tragedy unfol ded in Brooklyn when Dani el

Gaba, another young boy with Autism went m ssing
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fromhis Dyker Heights honme in Brooklyn. Um
fortunately, in that situation, after nine hours of
searching, Daniel was |ocated and returned to his
famly, but as we know this could have ended much
differently. The power of the internet and
technol ogy and social nedia needs to be harnessed by
our City and by famlies with | oved ones who are
living with nental illnesses and special needs. Just
yesterday we | earned how powerful the internet and
technol ogy could be in the search efforts when My
Gol dberg, a 59 year old wonan living with severe
dementia and al zheinmer’s went m ssing from her
apartnment on Manhattan’s Upper West Side. M.

Gol dberg’s son filed a Mssing Person’s Report with
the NYPD which led to the issuance of a Silver Alert.
Ms. Gol dberg’s son then took to the internet, where
he started a thread on a social networking site
called “Reddit”. He asked users fromthe New York
City area to be on the | ookout for his nother and
just hours | ater she was noticed on the street by a
fell ow user of that website. So this truly is a
great exanple of how technol ogy could be used to
further assist our |law enforcenent in its efforts to

| ocate m ssing persons with special nedical needs.
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Unh, today this afternoon | |ook forward to hearing
testinony on Intro 284, which would expand the Cty’'s
Silver Alert Programto include all m ssing persons
wi th devel oprnental disabilities and not just our
seniors. In addition, Intro 286, which cones out of
the Public Safety Commttee would require the New
York Police Departnent to create a voluntary speci al
nmedi cal needs registry that would allow our famlies
to vol .voluntarily list their |oved ones with the New
York Police Departnent and be equi pped with a GPS
Tracking Device. It.it is, of course, of great

i nportance that we al so | everage critical
partnerships with the State and Federal Governnent
and that is why we will also be discussing two

i nportant resolutions today that would assist the
City inits efforts to speed up the tinme in which we
are able to | ocate vul nerabl e m ssing persons, um
and with that | would just again, thank all of our
advocacy groups that do this work on an everyday
basis, their comm tnment and investnent and | ook
forward to continue partnerships as we continue to
provide as nmuch as we can in ternms of resources and
prograns so that we can prevent horrific tragedi es

i ke Ovante Oguendo. Umand now | will turn the
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fl oor back over to ny coll eague, our chairnman of the
Committee, umas we will be discussing this inportant
| egislation this afternoon. Thank you.

ANDREW CCHEN:  Thank you Counci | wonan
G bson. Uh, I'd like to acknow edge that we have
been joined by Council Menber Espinal and I'd like to
call the first panel ..uh, Deputy Chief Jerem ah
Qui nl an, uh, Lieutenant Chri stopher Zi mernman and
Benj ami n Krakow. [VO CES] ..ok [VO CES] [ PAUSE]

[ RUSTLI NG PAPERS]

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: W' re
good? k. Good afternoon Chair G bbs, Chair Cohen
and nmenbers of the Council. |’ m Deputy Chi ef
Jerem ah Qui nl an, Commandi ng O ficer of the Speci al
| nvestigations of the New York City Police
Departnent. | amjoined today M. M. Benjanin
Krakower, Director of Watch Command for the O fice of
Enmer gency Managenent. On behalf of Police
Commi ssioner WlliamJ. Bratton, | am pleased to be
here to offer the Adm nistration’s coments on the
bills before you today. Intro 284 would expand the
concept of Silver Alert currently contained in the
Adm ni strative Code and adm nistered by the NYPD with

the help of CEMto include, within its scope, a
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person of any age with the devel opnental disability.
Intro 286 woul d create a new vol untary speci al needs
registry for individuals with special nedical needs,
who woul d be provided with a GPS tracki ng device that
woul d be utilized if the person were to be reported
m ssing. Both bills are founded on the nedi cal
desire to enhance the protection of volatile

i ndi viduals and we applaud their intent. The Gty in
general and the New York City Police Departnment, in
particul ar, devotes substantial resources in |ocating
m ssi ng persons, especially if they fall wthin, what
we call a “special category”. A child under 16,
sonmeone nentally or physically inpaired to the extent
that hospitalization may be required, soneone not
capabl e of self-care or clear comrunication, a person
65 years or ol der, possible drowning victim sonmeone
m ssi ng under circunstances indicating unaccountabl e
or involuntary disappearance or filing a unique or
unusual case which nerits an enhanced response. As
you know, the individuals sought to be assisted by
both bills would likely already fall w thin New York
City Police Departnent’s Special Category for M ssing
Per sons and dependi ng on the circunstances i nmedi ate

i nvestigation and/or search, utilizing all possible
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resources of the Police Departnent, as well as
requests for the Public’s assistance in |ocating
them One of the ways in which the public is
notified is through the Silver Alert System where a
person mssing is 65 or older and has denentia, as a
result of alzheiner’s disease or a simlar condition
that is reported m ssing under circunstances
indicated he or she is in inmmnent danger of serious
bodily harmor death. The Silver Alert is issued by
both the Police Departnent’s Deputy Comm ssioner of
Public Information and by CEM s Notify NYC Systemin
order to include the public in the search for a
person at risk. 1In 2013, the Gty issued 63 Silver
Alerts. Wen a mssing senior is not determned to
be in imm nent danger or serious bodily harmor death
the Police Departnent and Notify NYC nay issue an
alternative nessage. A Mssing Senior notification
to nobilize the public as well. In 2013 the City

i ssued 57 such notifications. Turning to Intro 284
the bill would add a new category of individuals to
the Silver Alert Protocol, mainly a person of any age
with a devel opnental disability. Because the term
“devel opnental disability” is not further defined, it

woul d be difficult to predict the scope of this

10
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change given the potential universal devel opnentally
di sabl ed individuals residing in New York Cty. 1In
any event, the addition to this bill would seemto
replicate two systens which already exists. One is
the well -know Anber Alert System for children under
18. Perhaps the less well-known is the other
energency notification system mai ntained by the
State’s M ssing Vul nerable Adult C earing House
established in New York State’s Executive Law Section
837F-1. A vulnerable adult is defined as an

i ndi vidual 18 or older, who has a cognitive

i mpai rnent, nental disability or brain disorder, and
whose di sappearance had been determ ned by | aw
enforcenent to inpose a credible threat of harmto
such missing individual. If a vulnerable adult is
reported as mssing to the local |aw enforcenent
agency, the | aw enforcenent agency and the | aw

enf orcenent agency deternmines that there is a
credible threat of harmto the person the agency wl|
contact the C earing House and request that energency
notification be issued. The Cearing House will then
determ ne which regions of the State should receive
the nessage and issue the notification to the

region’s nedia, |aw enforcenment agencies and
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energency notification systenms such as Notify NYC

We suggest, therefore, that there is no need to
expand the concept of Silver Alert in the matter
suggested by the bill. In light of the paralle
systens that already exist and which are in active
use. In 2013 there were three Anber Alerts and 12

m ssi ng Vul nerabl e Adult nessages issued by the City.
We shoul d renmenber that a key el enent of all these
types of alert systens are that they be used
sparingly so that they retain their character’s true
energencies in the public mnd. The need to provide
public notice in individual cases nust be bal anced
agai nst the potential that the public becones
overwhel med with informati on or conpl acent and
literally, tunes out of the energency notification
nessages, or in this case, potentially ops out of the
Notify NYC entirely. W believe that the present
alert systens strikes that bal ance well and we woul d
reconmend that they continue to operate in the
current matter. In respect to Intro 286, a different
set of concerns arises. The creation of a voluntary
speci al medical needs directory is an appealing
concept since it establishes an expectation of

protection for the nost vul nerable anong us. W

12
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woul d li ke to suggest an alternative since we believe
t hat expectation may be unrealistic. One serious
probl em associ ated with such registries is that they
are generally outdated alnost fromthe time they are
created and require extensive resources to maintain
accuracy. Beyond establishing a registry the bil
contenpl ates a procedure in which the police
department woul d issue a GPS tracking device to a
person with special needs whose | ocation would be
tracked if the person was reported m ssing. W
suggest that creating a duty for the Police
Departnent issue and nonitor GPS devices in this way
is not practical for many reasons - privacy concerns
regardi ng the nedical information for which woul d
have to be shared about the registry, the potentia
unreliable use of GPS devices in a dense urban

envi ronnent, including inside buildings and subways,
the potential liability concern if the GPS

mal functions and the fact that the registrant nmay or
may not be wearing the device at any given tine and a
significant resources that woul d have to be expended
by the Police Departnent in maintaining the registry,
as well as the overall program in the hope that it

woul d prove useful in an individual case. Instead we
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believe that a better course is to support effort to
provide famlies with GPS or other tracking devices,
whi ch they would use on a voluntary basis in the
manner that they choose. Families would then be able
to provide the GPS tracking information to the Police
Depart ment when they report their |oved one m ssing.
In order to facilitate an i medi ate investigation and
search, resolutions No. 151 and 174 before you today
are good exanples of these efforts the admi nistration
has commtted to work with the Council to enhance
opportunities for New Yorker’'s to take advantage of
ef fective technol ogi es which can help | ocate m ssing
persons in need, perhaps to include devel oping the
programto test the technology on a PILOT basis. W
appreciate the opportunity to offer our thoughts and
the bills before you and we are pleased to answer any
guestions you nmay have. Thank you.

ANDREW CCHEN:  Thank you very nuch. Uh
| would like to [INAUDI BLE] .who are to be joined by
Counci| Menber WIls and | think she has a statenent
she woul d I'i ke to nake.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA G BSON. Before
Counci| Menmber WIIls, uh, provides his testinony I

would like to just rem nd anyone here if you want to

14
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submt testinony to us please sign up to your right
um so that we have your information and we are able
to call you, uh, once we are done with our presenters
today. So again if anyone wants to sign up please do
so at this time. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: Good
afternoon I am Council Menber Ruben WIlls and I
represent the 28'" Council District of Queens. |
woul d i ke to thank Council Menber Cohen, Chair
Conmittee on Mental Health and Devel opnent a
Di sabilities Al coholismand Drug Abuse and Counci
Menber G bson, Chair of the Public Safety Conmittee
for agreeing to hold this hearing today. | would
also like to thank all of you for attending,
especially the NYPD representative [INAUDI BLE] all of
you who will be testifying today. | especially would
like to thank Ms. Vanessa Fontai ne, nother of the
| ate Ovante Oguendo, as well as her attorney David
Perecman, for being here today. Today’'s hearing wll
serve to educate and create a bigger dynam c of
awar eness of the devel opnental disorder Autism
Spectrum Di sorder. W wll hear testinony from
parents of children who are living with the disorder

and how this condition has inpacted their lives. W
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wi Il hear testinonies fromnenbers of various
comrittees, conmitted organi zations fromour district
and t hroughout New York City, whose main focus is to
bring attention to educate, assist and continue to
spread the awareness of Autism It was with great
sadness and sone dreaded feeling of force reaction
that we had to respond to the death of Ovante with a
drafting of a suite of legislation. The four pieces
of legislation that we introduced to the New York
Cty Council, as one main goal in which to focus,
that is to prevent the unpreparedness of caregivers
and authorities which will ultimately prevent any
unfortunate death of any other child with Autism
forever occurring in this city again. These
preventative pieces of |egislation, coupled with
neasures already in place, will safe guard children
with a sense of confort and security to the famlies
of those living with Autism forever having to endure
the feeling of hel pl essness as did Ms. Fonai ne and
her famly. These pieces of legislation will serve
to educate on the facts of Autismas well as nuances
that many of us whose lives nmay not directly be
affected by this disorder would ever know or assi st

parents and | aw enforcenment in locating children with

16
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Autism As was tragically denonstrated by the
i nstances of m ssing non-verbal and autistic 14 year
ol d Dani el Ghabra of Brooklyn and m ssing seven year
old M chael Kingsbury, who was found dead in a car in
Washi ngton, D.C., young people with Autismoften run
away or | ook for safe supervised spaces. |In fact the
recent studies found that nearly half of all children
with Autismw |l wander, or run away at |east once.
Al though all children are known to wander away,
children with Autismare nearly four tinmes nore
likely to do so. In addition, approximtely one-
third of the children with Autismw || wander away
are unable to conmuni cate their name, address of
phone nunber. |In response to these startling
statistics | have partnered with Council Menbers
Cohen, G bson, Cunbo, Vallone, Pal ma, Cornegy,
Torres, Barron, Constantinides, Gentile, Levine and
Mendez to introduce these four pieces of |egislation
which we will be discussing today. Thank you very
much.

COUNCI L MEMBER ANDREW COHEN[ ?] : Thank
you, uml just have a couple of questions,
particularly with, uh, Intro 286, uh, | | understand

that you know you raise the the issue that the
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registry will you know have it will be challenged to
be kept up to date but | | wonder as a resource |ike
woul dn’t it be better to have this registry than not
have it? Uh...

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  You know
the position we put it is that if you give the GPS
devices to the famlies when the person.it’s, uh, a
web- based, uh, um way to track so we don’t need the
registry as long as the person when they report them
m ssing they come to us with the informati on and we
can assist themin tracking with the device and
finding themmssing. Mintaining a registry would
just add an adm nistrative nightmare basically to the
Pol i ce Departnent, uh, people you know based on the
testinony we estinmate that there’s 30,000 | think
that’s a lowball figure we probably have a hi gher
anount. Roughly 30,000 individuals that reside in
New York have sone sort of Autismand that’s just
Autism we are not tal king about other devel opnent al
disabilities and based on the testinony |’'ve heard we
estimate that 15,000 of them are gonna run sonetine
during their course. So you talk about a registry a
m ni mrum of 15,000 if you just deal with Autism and

not tal k about denentia and not tal k about other

18
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cognitive devel opnent disabilities so you know how
how I don’t know what the list would | ook Iike but it
woul d exceed 20, 000 people and woul d have to be

nmai nt ai ned on a basic.basically at |east on a nonthly
basis to nmake sure it is accurate. W track banks in
New York City, uh, we maintain a |list of those banks
and that’s got to be con.constantly updated and those
are financial institutions that are basically a brick
and nortar. You know why we deal with people that
nove, we have to keep on updating, get new addresses
if they change the device if the device mal functions?
So we constantly have.to be of use it would have to
be updated. It would be nmuch easier if the people

t hat have people that have dependents that have
cognitive disability that are issued the device to
mai ntain their old [ SNEEZE], maintain their medica
records maintain the informati on we need that if we
did have to track “emit.they could provide it with

us and we would imediately track ‘em

ANDREW COHEN: Uh, just so that | am
clear so as you' re concerned nore that it.it that it
will present you know place a burden on the

departnent in terns of maintaining this list or do

19
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you just don't think that list wll be particularly
useful even if it if it could be maintained?

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: It woul d
be a burden and I'd rather see the Police resources
what we do have [| NAUDI BLE MUMBLI NG we have over
13,000 m ssing person cases a year in New York City.
|"d rather devote the resources of the Police
Departnent to actually finding those people as
opposed to maintaining a list that may or may not be
benefici al .

ANDREW COHEN: Thank you

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  Thank
you.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA G BSON:  Thank you
very much for your presence and testinony today. Uh,
| just have one quick question and it’'s al so about
the sanme Intro, umbeing that you indicated that

there coul d be sone challenges in terns of

i npl ement ati on and obvi ously accuracy of the data, um

how best would we try to approach this as a Counci
if we put the [ UNCLEAR] on parents to nmake it a
voluntary GPS for parents to buy into as you

suggested and do we know of any localities that may

20
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have al ready inplenmented this programwe could use as
a possi bl e nodel ?

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: Al ri ght
well first of all 1'd like to commend the famlies
of , the, uh, anybody with the, uh, child or adult
with dementia or Autismyou know their life isn't
their own for lack of a better way of phrasing it,
uh, the vigils we have a we have a small nunber now
any nunber mssing is a is a high nunber
of ..l UNCLEAR] ..t hat mi ssing but luckily in New York
City because of the vigilance of the caretakers, uh,
m ssing autistic kids we don’t have a | arge nunber
and that’'s a and that’s a credit to the famly.
Anything that would help us to find themis a
benefit. |If a GPS device is used it’s a great
benefit for us. |It’s another tool that we could use
in our [UNCLEAR] when we are | ooking for these
people. As far as publicizing it, we could publicize
it though our community affairs, we could work with
t he various agencies, uh, health and hospitals and
al so the advocates of these groups. Lieutenant
Zi merman he’s the CO of M ssing Persons he’s
famliar with the locality that does use these

devi ces but the problemthey have is the problemthat
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problemwe are going to issue what type of device to
you use? You know t hese, uh, these devices are
battery charged they have to be nmaintai ned, uh, they
have a life span with the battery and they al so we

| ooked at those GPS devices in the in the New York
City for banks as far as |like bait noney, die packs,
uh, GPS they’'re not that great when, uh, in an urban
envi ronnent they have difficulty getting signals and
once you go into the subway system now t hey have a
maj or problembut in a rural area, anything out of
boroughs, | live in Queens so Queens, Brooklyn, Bronx
you have a lot areas that it would be extrenely
beneficial. [cross talKk]

LI EUTENANT CHRI STOPHER ZI MVERMAN:  Uh, |
had a neeting with the Suffolk County Sherriff’s
Departnment and they nmaintain sonething simlar to
this. They have a they use | believe the term used
is “Project Lifesaver”. They have 30 sonethi ng
clients that they track with cogni ..uh, cognitive
limtations. Sone of.now the sheriffs cane in and
just gave us a very very brief overview what they do.
Sone of the problens they have had is maintaining
current information they have clients noving, uh

they do not provide batteries to the famlies. The
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batteries have to be changed and they do it every 30
days, uh, also sone of the obstacles they run in sone
of the clients will not wear the device they renove

t he device but they have had success with utilizing
GPS tracking devices. Sone of the limtations sone
of the things they said they when they get an
activation on one of their GPS devices when they are
activated they respond with three cars, triangularly
positioned, but they said maintaining 30 sonething
clients is quite a bit of work and they actually have
a checks and bal ances systens they are using, uh,
intermttently they will drive by they will actually
drive by a client’s house with their tracking device
to see if it is actually operable when in the mddle
of the night they do it. They don’t do it to intrude
on the famly. They are very concerned about police
intrusion in the famly' s life you know, they don’t
want to be overbearingly but they also want to make
sure that the client’s are maintaining their end of
the bargain. Their end of the bargain meaning
changing the batteries, they give alnost |ike a sign-
off list to the parent or caretaker, that every day
they check the battery. The device that they showed

me, uh, is alittle bigger than this watch, or
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actual ly probably around the sane size as this watch
and they told ne the good things and they told ne
sonme of the difficulties they ve had and that the
resources they have to deliver to do it. And like I
said it is a very brief overview!| don't have the
finite information but we were just looking at it
with themjust trying to see where they were going
with it and how they handled it.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA d BSON: K
Li eutenant can you please just identify yourself for
t he record.

LI EUTENANT CHRI STOPHER ZI MVERVMAN:  Ch |
apol ogi ze, | am Li eutenant Christopher Zi nmrernman. |
am t he Conmandi ng O ficer of M ssing Persons Squad
for the NYPD

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA G BSON: Gk and
just one follow up because you nentioned, uh, HAC
DOHVH, um bei ng that we have so many advocacy groups
across the city that work with many parents of
children with Autism um are there any thoughts or
di scussi ons at PD about putting together al nost a
partnershi p, because we as a council obviously want
this type of systemto work and we are trying our

best to find sonme bal ance and what | think is great
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|’ mvery big on partnershi ps because | recognize that
you know, nedical professionals at the Departnent of
Heal th at HHC are sonetinmes very uni quely equi pped
with working with this population and in terns of
devel opi ng partnershi ps so you can address a | ot of
those in accuracy in terns of |ocation, phone nunber,
address. Things that sonetines tend to change while
you rmay not get that information as quick DOH nay get
it or an advocacy group so has there been any talk
about working with the Mental Health Community to see
if this registry will work in that way?

LI EUTENANT CHRI STOPHER ZI MVERVAN: W
work with the ALTOS[ sp?] Association currently, we'll
expand we are | ooking to expand our outreach because
there are a | ot of advocacy groups out there that
have that are very helpful so it’s under
consideration now it is gonna expand but we do
currently work with a couple of the groups.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA d BSON:  Ck. |
woul d |'i ke to acknow edge that we have been joined by
Counci | Menber Paul Vallone and we do have one
guestion, or a couple of questions or coments from

Ruben WI I s.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: Yes good
af ternoon, uh, again thank you for comng out | just
have a few questions. Um you deal with m ssing
persons? Could you give us the cost of how nuch it
woul d cost umto do a Mssing Person’s search or how
much it costs the departnment when we actually had to
deal with the search for Ovante?

DEPUTY CH EF JEREM AH QUINLAN: It’'s a
t renendous anount of resources we pull from
t hroughout the city it went on for a couple of
months. | don’t break it down to a cost factor but...

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: ok but ...

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  al ways
personnel and hours it’s trenmendous, we shift people
fromall over the Gty to help in that search.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: Gk so what
" m asking or what |’ mwondering is how can we have
gone through a tragedy like this and that’s just one
of them we’ ve had nmultiples and say that the costs
to maintain a data base woul d be so overwhel m ng that
it would out shadow the cost.

[ TALKI NG OVER EACH OTHER]

DEPUTY CH EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: | never

said that council or..excuse ne.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: Well ok so
will.clarify it

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: | never
brought up a cost factor.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: Gk well |’'m
bringing it up. You did...

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: | just
brought up a resource factor.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: Resources is
cost.

[ SPEAKI NG AT SAMVE TI ME]

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  Resour ces
i s personnel ..nah

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: Resources
you brought up is manpower, personnel

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:
Resour ces..resources is personnel. Personnel that can
be used in the street to help look for the child as
opposed to doing data entry and maintaining a |ist.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: No if we...

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: | didn’t
bring up cost...

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: Gk so if we

used umcivilian, I'msorry...
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DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  You can’t
put a cost to a human life.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: Nah |’ m not
|’ mnot trying

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:
[ 1 NAUDI BLE]

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: “.to say you
did that.” | don’t want to turn you into a bad guy.
|’ mnot saying you did that. I'mtrying to do is
neet you where that | think we're at in this
particul ar conversation so if we’re tal king about
personnel and putting people on the street wouldn’t
it be nore effective to have sonet hing where we can
start fromthe data base? |f you are saying.wait a
mnute if the prem se of the conversation your
testinony says that the departnent would issue a GPS
tracking device to a person with special medical
needs but | egislation does not say that and if you
have a copy of the legislation that says it in the
earlier version | apologize nyself. The legislation
at this point should state that the NYPD woul d have
di scretion over stating which GPS device was
acceptable to you and then you woul d devel op you

woul d have total discretion to develop the netrics
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for which ones would be nore successful and | do
appreciate in your testinony that you spoke about the
| ess-dense out of boroughs and how the GPS is nore
effective than in the city but if you had discretion
over it and you already said that the two other
Intros 151 and 174, which called on the costs or the
al l ocation of the resources to be fromthe State and
Federal Governnment, if they paid for it, if they paid
for the actual GPS devices then we wouldn’t have to
worry about the parents purchasing them W wouldn’t
have to worry about the parents umlife and shelf
life of them Uh, we have devices that have already
proven to work, but again the NYPD would have

di scretion over which devices the State okayed for
these things. Wuld that take sone of the owners off
sone of the resources that are needed for these to be
successful ?

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN. Wl | you
know | "m for anything that woul d hel p make the
famlies lives a |lot easier and to assist in, uh,
expeditiously locating these people if they do go
m ssi ng these individuals.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: | think that

we do need to get you updated.. [| NTERRUPTED]
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DEPUTY CH EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  And we're

all on a comon voice. | have the old copy.
COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: | think
yeah, | think that’s where a |ot of the m sconception

came from W would never want to put that kind of
owners on an al ready strained departnent. Right? W
are already trying to give you a thousand nore
officers so we don’t want to say we give you a

t housand, you gotta take 50 to do this. Wat we're
saying is this umif the state paid for it do the
Medi cai d, uh, the people first waver um which they

al ready using for environnmental nodifications this
woul d actually save the state noney. It would save
us not on just the physical costs but on the
enotional costs of having a parent go through
mul ti pl e weeks of a search when we may be able to do
the GPS device, uh, the types of GPS devices again
you woul d have discretion over is one that has
actual ly been devel oped um a young | ady, one of the
peopl e who have it has a conpany that woul d provide
it if she was okayed by the State actually has

devel oped clothing so it deals with the sensory issue
that the Autism community has to deal with when a

tracki ng device goes into the hemof the clothing so
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it’s not visible to a predator that woul d take these
children and is not sonething that they woul d take
off a chain or a watch and it fits into fashionable
forward, | think that’s the word we are using,
clothing also. Umso the the legislation actually
conbi nes with each other so that the Federa
Governnent and the State pays for the devices. They
pay for the private conpany tracking. The data base
that we’re tal king about a d-Tap, uh, d-Tap right?
D-Tap would actually only deal with those who
voluntarily opted into it. The out dating of the
data base woul dn’t happen because they woul d, they
woul d be responsible for updating if they noved or
sonething like that but them noving their physica
resi dence woul d have nothing to do with the data base
bei ng having a higher functionality because when they
opt into it they will be giving you the code so if
Person A has an autistic spectrumdisorder child they
woul d give you a code that goes into their tracking
and when that code is registered if I'mif | can’'t be
reached or if I amon the subway or if |I am about or

i f anyt hing happens and | can’t be reached and ny
child bolts from school the school can then cal

NYPD. The voluntary information is in the data base

31




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMM TTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABILITY, ALCOHOLISM DRUG ABUSE AND DI SABI LI TY SERVI CES 32

and you can activate that tracking device for that
anount of tinme. So it is not having a trenendous
anmount of officers sitting in a place and again, we
can use civilian officers trained I nmean civilian
personnel trained to do this if NYPD does use. W
can do that so that cuts down on a |ot of resources
also. And the privacy issues will be dealt with

Hl PAA | egi sl ati on because we have Federal um
representatives on board with this also. | know I |
| apol ogi ze because it doesn’t seem i ke you guys
received all of the information and when | asked ny
opening question | didn't..l | see that | saw that
this stance. | never want you to think that | was
trying to say that the NYPD was sitting here trying
to put a cost value on life. Um we’'re just saying
that these suite, uh, this suite of |egislation and
one of the things that you did bring up we didn’t
know about, about the vulnerable adults and that |
think is part of poor uh pronotion? Is that the right
word? |s that the word that | should use here? Poor
pronotion uh for people to really understand what
that was about so that being aside the other two

pi eces, the uh, | think which still be effective if

we had you guys on board to navigate it all the way
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through. That’'s all that’s all the questions | have
the statenents | ast questi on.

[ LOW TALKKI NG GOl NG ON]

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA G BSON:  Thank you
very much Council Menber WIlls and now we hear from
Counci | Menber Paul Vall one.

COUNCI L MEMBER PAUL VALLONE: So ot her
than the Suffolk County nodel, is there any other
nodel that you have | ooked at or found that could be
useful ? Because what we’'re saying |’'mnot a big a
fan of “it’s too difficult”. [|I’ma big fan of trying
to work out. W can’t ignore what happened so our
responsibility here is to not so nuch as to ignore it
but try to cone up with an additional plan to give
parents sonewhere, and | |ike your |ast paragraph
where you are saying that to work in conjunction with
the famlies with the GPS maybe we coul d even expand
on what you nean by that and if there is any other
muni ci pality that has sonmething in the light that we
can nodel or nake better?

LI EUTENANT CHRI STOPHER ZI MVERMAN: | know
Suffol k County.. The only program| am aware of is the
one that Suffol k County Sherriff’s Departnent uses

and that is Project Lifesaver and | believe is a
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private entity involved with that and there is sone
costs involved with it and it may, they cane in to
give us a very weak overview of how it worked. It
was, they showed us the operable.the operation...the
operable abilities of it and how they track it and |
asked questions regarding, you know uh, how do they
[ PERSON COUGHI NG nmintain it, how do they how do
they keep the information current and they started
going into the problens that they incurred and sone
of it was people noving, uh kids noving the device,
uh batteries having to be purchased by the fam |y and
as uh M. WII said there is an identifier, each kid
has a uni que nunber assigned to himso if he does go
m ssing they can activate the device so that is true
that that nunber is uniquely identified to that
child. | didn’t know of any other program That’'s
the only program | knew about.

COUNCI L MEMBER PAUL VALLONE: But if even
i f that program has managed to protect one child
still think it’s not something we can dism ss or say
it’s too overburdening for the departnent to do. | |
don’t think our goal is to overburden...

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  You know

| never said there were overburdened...
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[ TALKI NG OVER EACH OTHER]

ANDREW COHEN[ ?]: He’s coming across in a
testinony that’s here that it’s not a wi se suggestion
to go forward with this...

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  No, we’'re
a whol e week behind. Anything that could help | ocate
t hese children, you know we're for it, it’s sinple as
that. The only question is how | arge of a database
and how.we’d have to research that to see how | arge
of a data base it is and how effective it is to
mai ntain a data base of over 20,000 nanes based on
the estimate of 15,000 people with Autism are gonna
bolt so until we know what the popul ati on of people
voluntarily coming up | nmean if the programis
successful it’s successful. |’mnot doubting the
fact that a GPS device can limt the anmount of tine a
person’s m ssing.

COUNCI L MEMBER PAUL VALLONE: |Is there a
way to take your suggestion where, say it’s not a
data base that the police departnent maintains but
it’s personal between the parent, the conpany and the
child to successfully transmt that information to
you at the tinme of the occurrence that you could

t hen...

35




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMM TTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABILITY, ALCOHOLISM DRUG ABUSE AND DI SABI LI TY SERVI CES

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  Yes when
the parent or the guardian.....

COUNCI L MEMBER PAUL VALLONE: and | think
that’ s sonething we m ght have to do.

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  You know,
the parent the guardian. W take m ssing persons not
only fromthe [INAUDI BLE — CROSS TALKI NG ...

COUNCI L MEMBER PAUL VALLONE: It m ght
al so just providing that infornmation

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: Exactly.

COUNCI L MEMBER PAUL VALLONE..upon the
energency occurrence these are the steps to take and
| think that might be nore realistic uh approach as
opposed to your data base.

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  And we
woul dn’t have to constantly be updating it when
peopl e noved into the area, we wouldn't have to
update it constantly when they nove from one | ocation
to another so it’s an excellent suggestion.

COUNCI L MEMBER PAUL VALLONE: Alright.

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  Thank
you.

COUNCI L MEMBER PAUL VALLONE: Thank you.

Do you have sonething el se to add on?
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LI EUTENANT CHRI STOPHER ZI MVERMAN:  No,
just from Suffol k County uh we keep seei ng parental
they have certain clients that had a had care givers
that work certain shifts that take care of that
person so it wasn’'t always just a famly nenber.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: | |ike that
so it we're discussing, | just want to be clear as an
alternative where instead of maintaining just a
physi cal data base we woul d put a nmechanismin place
so that when the famly has a provider for GPS
there’s a way that as soon as sonet hi ng happens the
NYPD...

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: ..t oget her

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: ..has access
to that data, that navigation.

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: Exact| y!

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: That works.
| mean...

[ 1 NAUDI BLE — CROSS TALK]

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: Exactl y!
It is an excellent way, there is no reason for us to
mai ntain...

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: But you

woul d still ...
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DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: It woul d
be seen ess.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: But we would
still need the NYPD to okay the actual devices in
that will be used. You would have discretion over
saying “we think these devices are better as other
devices”. W just don’t want it to be a “free for
all” where people start having devices [|NAUDI BLE —
CROSS TALK]

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: Li ke you
ment i oned,

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: [ NAUDI BLE]

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: excuse
me councilor, you know a | ot of these people have
[ 1 NAUDI BLE]

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: Right.

DEPUTY CH EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: So a
wist watch we have uh, Chris nentioned Suffolk, they
had to put it in the kid s shoe. A favorite pair of
shoes because they are gonna take, what ny son, he
can’t have tags on his shirts, | have to cut...

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: Right.
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DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: the tags
off his shirt. Unh it bothers himso a watch, he's
not gonna wear a watch.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: But | hope...

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN. My
daughter’s a teenager, you can't get the apple
falling away from her so that’s not a probl em

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: Right.

Right. WIlIl | hope that um you hang around for a
few m nutes, um and hear the presentation fromthe
young | ady who actually is one of the people who have
devel oped sonet hing that answers all of those
guestions. Unh yeah if she can’t [INAUDI BLE] it was
incredible right? That's all FOX5, that’s how we
brought her and | think that when she nmakes her
presentation um it answers a | ot of questions that a
| ot of people have had. You know sonet hi ng her name
is Lauren. | think it was sonething that was well

t hought out and she has an autistic child herself.

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: | want to
t hank the Council for bringing up the issue to use
GPS devices. It is a great idea it is just a matter
of maintaining it and using it. But then you know,

again, any parent of an autistic child knows you stil
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have to be vigilant. The kid could take off the
jacket. They could take it..even if you sewit in a
pair of pants, changes pants so it’s not, you know
we're still gonna have to do a full-blown search that
just hel ps locate the child.

COUNCI L MEMBER MARGARET S. CHI N. (k.

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN:  Thank you
Counci | or.

COUNCI L MEMBER MARGARET S. CHIN:  Thank
you, we have been joined by two council nenbers.
Counci| Menmber Robert Cornegy and Council Menber
Steve Matteo and now we will have questions, comrents
from Council Menber Deutsch

COUNCI L MEMBER CHAIM M DEUTSCH: Thank
you very much Chin. First of all Chief | just want
to congratul ate you on your new position and | go way
back, | think of 20.22 years that | know you back
when 1990..1994, back in the 70, so | comend you for
your expertise and your know edge in the New York
City Police Departnent and you have been a great
asset to the people of the Gty of New York. So
thank you. | also, I want to uh, | just want to like
what Council Menber WIls uh nentioned and Counci

Menber Val |l one uh are having. The State just gave
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noney of over a mllion dollars on a video system
that records outdoor activity which was just

i mpl emrented in the Brooklyn area with an i ndependent
conpany that nmonitors the caneras where the NYPD
woul d have access in case there's sone type of
crimnal activity in that vicinity, so | want to
second that with the Council Menbers you just

nmenti oned about havi ng that independent conpany be
nmonitoring the GPS system and then access shoul d be
given to the NYPD at any tine necessary so | agree
with what was just said. That's all | want to say,
t hank you so nuch.

COUNCI L MEMBER MARGARET S. CHI N:  Thank
you very nuch Council Menber Deutsch and we have al so
just been joined by Council Menber Jurmaane WIIians.
Thank you for being here. Anyone else? Any other
guestions, coments? GCh and we will get you the
updated | egislation so you will have it...

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: |
appreciate it.

COUNCI L MEMBER MARGARET S. CHIN. Ck, so
| want to thank all of you, thank you so much Chi ef
and Lieutenant, thank you to OAM for your presence

here today and we will continue to have conversations
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Wi th you as soon as we continue to put together these
| egi sl ati ons and we thank you for your trenmendous
support and the work that you are already doing.
Thank you very nmuch for being here.

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: | thank
the Council for having ne, thank you very nuch

COUNCI L MEMBER MARGARET S. CHIN: Thank
you t hank you.

[ TALKI NG

[WOVAN - UNSURE]: 1'd like to call our
next panel up forward Ki m Mack Rosenberg fromthe
Nati onal Autism Association, the New York Metro
Chapter and The Elisabeth Birth Center for Autism and
Advocacy; Pat Barrientos from QSAC Quality Services
for the Autism Conmunity; Susan WIIlians and
Christine Austin fromthe School for Language and
Conmruni cati on Devel opnment pl ease cone forward.

[ TALKI NG

[ WOMAN - UNSURE]: Col | eagues are we all
ready? Gk, thank you for being here and we’'ll start
wi th Ki m Rosenberg? Kin? Ok there you go.

KIM ROSENBERG Hi good afternoon thank
you ny nanme i s Kim Mack Rosenberg and | amthe

president of the New York Metro Chapter of the
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Nati onal Autism Association and a Board Menber of the
El i sabeth Birth Center for Autism One Advocacy, which
is a national advocacy group. | am al so, nost
importantly, a parent of a 14 year son on the Autism
Spectrum Henry. Thank you very much for hol ding
today’s hearing and for inviting me to parti ci pate.
It’s extrenmely heartening to see the City Counci
paying attention to critical issues relating to
Autism and wandering. | think that even for parents
who don’t have children who wander or have wandered
or at risk of wandering we all know sonmeone whose
child has wandered. No one is untouched by this

i ssue and as the nunber of people being identified

Wi th Autismincreases wandering is going to becone a
bi gger and bi gger issue. Studies have shown that
approximately half the children with Autism wander
and it’s sonething that everyone who lives with cares
for works for children or adults needs to be aware
of . Wandering related factors including drowning,
prol onged exposure to outdoor conditions remai n anbong
the top causes of death for people with Autism It’s
a very dangerous situation when a child or an adult
with Autismtries to | eave a safe situation for

what ever reason. They may try to | eave their school,
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to | eave an adult care giver within the conmunity or
even try to escape their hone or apartnent. Because
people with Autismface significant challenges with
respect to social and comrunication skills and safety
awar eness wandering is potentially dangerous and
soneti nes deadly behavior. As we’'ve seen too often
and nost recently in the case of Ovante Oguendo the
results of wandering can be tragic. The reasons that
peopl e wander are nunerous. They may wander to
escape a situation or to try to get to sonething he
or she desires. Many people with Auti sm have a deep
interest in things, specific things and may gravitate
toward those itens of interest such as trains, pools
or other water sources, a particular store, a
particul ar person. The options are endl ess. Peopl e
may also try to escape an environnment, again there
can be many reasons. There can be a sensory overl oad
situation or a fear or anxiety in an unfamliar
situation. There are many things that can and shoul d
be done to prevent wandering and to help those who do
wander to return hone safely. | amso pleased to see
t he Council taking neasures to address the critica

i ssue of finding and returning wandering children or

adults safely honme. W very much support creating a
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registry, a voluntary registry in supporting using
the GPS tracking devices in order to help these
people return safely home. The sooner soneone can be
alerted that a person is mssing the better chance of
a better outcone that we have and using alert systens
create a neans to add additional or vul nerable people
to these alerts like the Silver Alerts are really a
critical piece as well. And it’s very inportant to
us as an organi zation, as the National Autism

Associ ation as an organi zation representing famlies
and largely run by volunteers that people of al
financial means be able to avail thenselves of these
devices. This shouldn’t be an econom cal |l y-based

sol ution. Everyone should be able to have their
child returned safe to themif their child | eaves.
It’s a valuable way of preventing wandering-rel ated
tragedies. | also wanted to add that we nust
continue to educate everyone in the comunity about
Autism and wandering. Any in New York Metro has for
the past 2 years provided profession training to desk
sergeants of the NYPD on Autismrel ated i ssues. W
funded that, and provided a professional, who does
training wwth respect to those issues and his nane is

Dennis DeBolt. He's cone spoken both | ast year and
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the year before at the police acadeny and we are very
pl eased to have been able to provide that. | think
this, along with the NYPD own initiatives hel ps the
NYPD and other first responders to better recognize
Autismand to have the know edge of how best to work
with an individual on the spectrumin any |aw
enforcenent related situation. W also nust nake
sure that those in schools, therapeutic environnents,
day- hab prograns, assisted and residential |iving
environnents, as well as parents and caregivers are
educat ed about wanderi ng and wanderi ng prevention.

Qur national parent organization has, for the | ast
several years, taken a leading role on this issue in
bri ngi ng awareness and education on a nation-w de

| evel and with respect to tracking devices for when
children or adults do wander. Anobng its initiatives
is a programcall ed AWAARE. org — Auti sm Wanderi ng
Awar eness Al ert Response and Education. W provide a
website that has val uabl e tool s about prevention and
ways to increase chances that a person with Autism

t hat does wander is found safe. There is information
for both parents and professionals there, as well as
first responders. And anong the nost val uable tools,

Wi th respect to wandering does put in place to
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prevent or mnimze wandering as we tragically
| earned often professionals with whomwe trust our
child s care may not be adequately trained to prevent
our child fromwandering or there may be inadequate
supervision in place. W may never be able to
eradi cate wandering entirely, but we can and shoul d
take neasures to train professionals and parents to
m nimze the chances of wandering. | and our
organi zation’s look forward to partnering with the
City Council further to inplenent neasures proposed
by the Council here now, as well as exploring further
ways in which New York City can take a lead and in
t aki ng neasures to protect anong our nost vul nerable
citizens. Thank you very mnuch

PAT BARRI ENTOS: Good afternoon
Chai rwoman G bson, Chai rman Cohen, Menbers of the
Conmunity on Mental Health and the Conmittee on
Public Safety [INAUDI BLE]. Uh ny nanme is Pat
Barrientos | serve as the external affairs
coordinator for Quality Services to the Autism
Community, otherwi se known as QSAC. Unh first let nme
take the opportunity to thank Council Menber WIls
for drafting and introducing legislation that is

crucially inportant. Umto supporting the safety and
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wel | - bei ng of people with Autism For those before
this conmittee addressed specific prograns that
revol ve around the use of technol ..GPS technol ogy t hat
many famlies are starting to explore umas a way to
nmedi ate sone of their anxieties and fears. |In the
recent case of Ovante Oguendo brought to life the
fear of many parents of a child or adult with Autism
who has on a daily basis, whether at honme, school, a
nei ghbor hood store or famly outing the fear of their
child el opi ng, otherwi se known as wandering, bolting
or running, is very real. According to a recent
study conducted by the interactive Autism network

t hrough the Kennedy Krieger Institute 49% of children
Wi th an Autism Spectrum ah di sorder, tried to run off
at | east once before they reach the age of...once
after they reach by the age of four. |In the sane
study 58% of parents stated eloping is the npst
stressful behavior they encounter. Furthernore, the
study al so highlighted said children between the ages
of four and seven with Autismwere four tinmes as nore
likely to wander away than children with the sane age
wi thout Autism That nunber doubles to eight tines
between the ages of seven and ten. Wen it cones to

children with Autism and especially those who are
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unabl e to comuni cate GPS technol ogy could be a tine
and life saving tool. However, this technol ogy, |ike
any ot her technology, has limtations, especially
with the regards due to costs. On average the device
can cost famlies $500 a year but we have seen costs
as high as $750 per year, which covers the costs of
the device and nonitoring. To some this may not
sound expensive when it cones to providing a | ayer of
security for their child but for many famlies this
cost is a financial burden. To put it into
perspective 60% of the 1,600 QSAC partici pants we
served each year umis participants who cone from

| owincone famlies. It is inportant that the
famlies with the child with Autism such as the
famlies we serve, have access to a GPS tracking
device regardless of the ability to pay, especially
when it cones to the safety of their child. This is
why we hope New York State will cover the costs of

t hese devi ces under the People s First Waver, thereby
allowing famlies to add another |ayer of protection
for their child, regardless of affordability. O
course, these devices are not a guarantee, as a
parent should not be given a fal se sense of security

that the GPS technology is the ultimate answer to
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ensuring their child s safety. W nust also be

cogni zant that GPS technology has its limtations.

It can’t prevent accidents that involve crossing the
street, walking within a cross wal k, strangers, who
wWth intent is to cause harm For this reason GPS
technol ogy shoul d be used in coordination with other
precautionary neasures that parents and service

provi ders have in place, coupled with valuable
communi ty-based trainings for parents and caregivers.
When it conmes to children and adults with Autism we
must ensure a full wap around response that sees
technol ogy as an aspect of ensuring a child s safety
whil e al so continuing to support trainings and ot her
initiatives that support famlies in ensuring the
safety of their children. Another limtation that
was touched upon earlier, um another limtation
needs to be considered is coverage area and
reliability for these devices and the research that |
have done, sonme devices either have little or no
coverage in the New York City area. To this end we
need to be engaged with network providers to
encourage themto expand access, ensure that coverage
is not a barrier to access service devices. | cannot

enphasi ze how i nportant to, howit is for famlies to
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have the flexibility of choosing a device that is
appropriate for their child. For exanple, a child
who is able to wear a bracelet or necklace, with a
tracki ng device, isn't necessarily appropriate for
another child. Famlies should have access to a |ist
of devices to choose from so as to select a device
that is nost appropriate for them As an

organi zation that has served the Autism community for
the last 36 years, the resolutions here and

i ntroductions, nmean a great deal to the famlies we
serve around New York City and Long Island. Since
1978 QSAC has been trusted by famlies on a daily
basis, not only to provide the best quality of
service for their |l oved one but also trusted to keep
their children safe. Comunity based organi zati ons
i ke QSAC can provide val uabl e insight and gui dance
to ensure the success of new prograns and assi st

fam lies of protecting their |oved ones. W | ook
forward to working with Council Menber WIIls, nenbers
of the commttee, OPWDD, and the NYPD as partners.
Together, we can create a network that can be a nodel
to the city and other cities to provide another |ayer

of safety to the Autismcomunity. Thank you
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KIM ROSENBERG  Thank you very nuch. And
Susan WIIlians?

SUSAN W LLI AMS: Good afternoon

KI M ROSENBERG Thank you.

SUSAN WLLIAVS: It is an honor to be
here. |1’mhere um thank you, on behalf of Marco
Dom ani, who | believe uh, you spoke with, um
earlier this week, or perhaps |ast week. Un | am
Susan Wllians. | ama parent vice-chair of the
Manhat t an Devel opnental Disabilities Council and uh,
unfortunately or fortunately, the parent of a young
autistic non-verbal adult with Autism The Manhattan
Devel opnmental Disabilities Council is an official
advi sory body to the New York Gty Departnent of
Heal th and Mental Hygiene to the New York State
Ofice of People with Devel opnental Disabilities and
[ SPEAKI NG TO SOVEONE ON THE SIDE, LAUGHS] to the
Manhatt an Devel opnental Disabilities Regional Ofice.
W neet nonthly to assess, identify the needs of the
Manhattan community. W address all areas of concern
inrelation to existing services and needed support
for people with intellectual devel opnental
disabilities which includes Autismand their

famlies. | amhere today to provide testinony to
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the Gty Council on the above-referenced topics on
behal f of Marco Dom ani [ SP], the Chair of the DD
Counci|l could not be here today and he is the
Executive Vice President also of YAl Network. W
were all shocked and saddened at the | oss of Ovante
Oquendo. Qur hearts go out to his famly and all who
knew him Unfortunately, the tragic events
surroundi ng Ovante coul d happen again. Children and
adults with intellectual disabilities are at an

i ncreased risk of becom ng | ost and harned.
Thankful Iy, due to the vigilance of the Devel opnent al
Disabilities Conmmunity, along with the New York
Pol i ce Departnment and caring New Yorkers, nost

i ndi viduals who are | ost are quickly found in good
health. This is not always the case, however, so we
applaud the Gty Council’s efforts in strengthening
provisions to further protect vul nerable persons
through a registry pronoting the use of tracking
devi ces, as appropriate, to aid in the effort to

qui ckly locate a mssing person with intellectual
devel opnental disabilities. W offer a few
reconmendations and this is just sinply a change in
the wording of sone of these things. Intro 286

Chapter Nine Section F, “W propose that speci al
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medi cal needs be changed to read Autism Spectrum

di sorder, or another intellectual devel opnental
disability and that the word ill ness be stricken and
be replaced with condition. You are not really
tal ki ng about sick people here, we are tal king about
a disability. Um in resolution Nunber 174, and in
all other sections, as appropriate, we al so ask that
provisions not be limted to people sinply with
Autism but to include all people with intellectua
devel opnental disabilities. |In Resolution Nunber
174, it may already be the case that tracking devices
are eligible for rei nbursenent under the OPWDD, um
Peopl e First Waver, um we reconmmend that the Cty
Council confirmthe avail able funding of assisted
technol ogy device, whatever it mght be, and | agree
with the gentleman from QSAC that all devices are not
appropriate for all people. Um and then work

col | aboratively to pursue an educati on and outreach
canpaign. If it is not an all owabl e support then
OPWDD wi || have to find an alternate fundi ng stream
or possibly nodify its lists of services with the
Federal Governnent. On behalf of the Manhattan DD
Council, its many parents and | have been invol ved

with this council for uh, | think 25 years, uh self
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advocat es, which uh, they' re nmarvel ous participants
and the many providers, QSAC anong them we again
thank the New York City Council for taking the

| eadership role in ensuring greater protection for
our nost vul nerabl e New Yorkers. Thank you

KIM ROSENBERG  Thank you very nmuch and
Christine Austin.

CHRI STI NE AUSTIN. Good afternoon, ny
nane is Christine Austin and |I am honored to be here
today and to be given the opportunity as the director
of Adult Services Programon Long Island and Queens,
as well as a special education teacher that works
wi th individuals, young adults, umchildren with
Autismand their famlies within their honmes. Um |
am here to speak on behalf of the School for Language
and Conmuni cati on Devel opnment “SLCD’ an abl e
community adult services to voice our support for
anending the Silver Alert Programto include nssing
persons with devel opnental disabilities and to nmake
avai |l abl e GPS tracking device to those persons who
are at great risk for wandering, elopenent, injury
and death. W believe that all children and adults
of all abilities have a right to realize their ful

potential while living and learning in a caring and
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safe environment. W have the privil ege of working
wi th devel opnental |y di sabl ed children and adults and
are famliar with the chall engi ng behavi ors of

el openent. Today, 1 in 68 persons are diagnosed with
Autismand are at risk for wandering rel ated
incidents and death. In California, it was found
that el evated death rates anong those with Autism
Spectrum di sorder were in |large part due to drowning,
which was a result of wandering. Awareness of the
incidents of Autismand its risks is not enough.

Awar eness of the tragic results of wandering is not
enough. It is our responsibility to utilize
prevention materials to decrease the risks for those
persons nost vul nerable. Prevention includes the
expansi on of an alert program and the use of GPS
tracking devices to ensure the safety of our nost

vul nerabl e, susceptible and our nost |oved citizens.
We appl aud the recent resolution calling for the
Silver Alert Programto include persons with

devel opnental disabilities. W applaud the New York
Cty Council for putting forth this anendnent. W
urge the United States Departnent of Justice to fund
this project. W urge the Commttee on Mental Health

Devel opnmental Disability Al coholism Drug Abuse and
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Disability Services to anmend the adm nistrative code
of the Gty of New York, to amend the Silver Alert
Program W urge the New York State O fice for

Peopl e with Devel opnental Disabilities to include the
use of GPS tracking devices and the covered service
avai l abl e under the People First Waver. Thank you.

ANDREW CCHEN:  Unh thank you for your
testinony, | was just wondering sort of, uh, taking a
step back sort of, uh, in ternms of interfacing with
the | aw enforcenent when there is a wandering or an
el openment event, | don’t know if your menbers of your
organi zation or anecdotally, if there is a feeling
about what the level of response is. |Is the current
| evel of response adequate, what is the reaction of
parents you know who, or caregivers who, when one of
these events takes place that they have to
inter.interface with I aw enforcenent, is that process
you know, getting the results generally speaking,
that we’re | ooking for or not?

SUSAN W LLIAVS[?]: | believe that the
police are terrifically responsible. M child went
to public school here in New York with the nost
severely disabled children, not only autistic um but

they woul d el ope and the New York Police Departnent
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was i ncredible at respondi ng, and um when adul t
people go mssing |I'’mnmenber of a, a, a, an
organi zation called the Interagency Council, uh
t hrough a parent advocacy network that | run and um
if someone goes missing the alert goes out to every
singl e nenber of 1AC and it al so goes out to the
police and | nust say the responses that |’'ve heard
and the solutions have been you know, good, they
found the peopl e.

CHRI STINE AUSTIN: | also agree, um
feel that the response tine of the, the New York City
Police Departnment is, is definitely key and it is
there. | do believe though that we need to continue
the education and the training anongst the agencies
and the individuals who are nost famliar with
individuals with disabilities and Autism Spectrum
di saorders um for the nmenbers of the police
department as wel .

PAT BARRI ENTOS: | just want to add that
| joined QSAC just about a nonth or so after the
di sappearance of Ovante, um but | have to say
visually, the response was amazing. Uh, | do live
out on Long Island now and there were posters al

over the place. | have to say that it was an anmazi ng




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMM TTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABILITY, ALCOHOLISM DRUG ABUSE AND DI SABI LI TY SERVI CES 59

response, um but what | think what made it a great
response was a collective coordi nated effort, not
just lead by the NYPD, but various organizations. |
know t hat QSAC vol unteers to help in the search and
think that, as | said in ny testinony, that community
based organi zati ons do need to be part of the
conversation and collectively work together all
across the board, uh, fromlocal, state and federa
government and across organi zati ons so that we have a
programin place and have an amazi ng response we saw
with the Ovante case.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN W LLS: [ NAUDI BLE]
We know that this is not sonmething that is a one-day
event. Um that we know it’s not sonething that’s
just a national Autism you know, nonth event. This
sonmet hing that people are living with every single
day and there is a lot of stresses toit. Um wth
t hat being said, we would ask additional support from
you to maki ng sure that one of the things you stated
was meking sure that this be included into the
People’s First Waver with Medicaid but nake sure that
everyone has this and if you stick around we have a
presentation of a young | ady who actually show us how

the costs can be no longer a barrier to any incone,
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| ow i ncone, especially. Um and it, it displays that
the costs is prohibitive also to mddle incone
fam lies when you have to deal with the nodifications
to the fencing outside your hone, inside your hone,
your autonobiles, uh, the clothing expenses. All of
these things cone into play so we want to thank you
guys for that.

ANDREW CCHEN:  Counci | or you have a
poi nt ?

UNKNOMWN COUNCI LOR' S VO CE: | just had a
kind of a brief statenment, um before |I becane a
council menber, | was a |legislative policy analyst on
the Cormittee on Aging and when we | ooked at seniors
who were dealing with disabilities, Autism denenti a,
uh the facilities that they were housed in usually,
um acconmmodat ed, uh, el openent by having al arns on
the doors so I have a conpanion bill introduced to
al arm uh uh, Departnent of Education, or buil dings
that house Pre-K into fifth grade but also District
75 schools. Um really to mrror what’s done for the
adults so [laugh] it doesn’t make sense to ne that
you woul d have adults who have uh, safeguards in
pl ace of alarmng doors and it really wouldn't be

present in our nost vul nerable, which is our children
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and | just wanted to know if you guys had any

t houghts on that? You know, in watching what’s done
for adults uh, dealing with the the entire spectrum
whether it’s fromuh, uh, Autismto denentia to any
of those things a long tinme ago we recogni zed t hat
there needed to be safeguards in place to protect
them from thensel ves to sone degree. Um and you
kinda would |ike to see the same thing in place for
children. | was just wondering as advocates what you
t hought of that?

SUSAN WLLIAVS [?]: Um | think that
it’s an inportant neasure and an inportant piece of
t his whol e package of |egislation and education that
needs to go along with the | egislation because you're
right an alarmis a sinple thing and it can send out
an i nmedi ate alert and can stop soneone from
wandering very far and I know that there m ght be
some concern about children with Autism having
sensory sensitivities and I think it is a bal ancing
act. | think you have to bal ance the safety of a
child against that and | think safety, safety w ns
out because the other things can be, uh, you know if

a child has a nelt down or sonething |like that it can
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be addressed but safety should be the paranount
concern so |I'’mvery supportive of that neasure.

PAT BARRI ENTOS: (QSAC uh, we have 17
residential hones within our program uh it’s
actually |l ooking to open two nore uh, sonetine this
year, uh, that’s in the process, uh, I wll share

with the Conmittee our procedures uh, in terns of

what we do to ensure el openent doesn’t happen, or you

know, what the protocols are and uh, you know, |

woul d share that with you and would love to work with

you, uh, on that | egislation.

UNKNOWN MAN' S VO CE: Can you give ne a
brief description or are you gonna share it with ne
probably in its...

PAT BARRI ENTOS: | probably couldn’t do
it any justice because |I'mnot too famliar with the
adult program uh, on the residential side, uh, but
|, because | want to make sure | have the nost
accurate information and I wll do that.

KI M ROSENBERG [?]: The agencies that |
know that | work with and the agency where ny son
lives are, um they' re very concerned with safety.
Heal th and safety first, and uh, they have put in

saf eguards and they are very, um aware of, um of
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the need of protection of these individuals. Un |
appl aud your putting this legislation forward because
| think it is badly needed. W all need to work
toget her and continue to work together. Um but I'm
not afraid of where ny son lives that he’s going to,
uh, run away, which is, um wonderful. I’ mnot, |’'m
not afraid of that.

ANDREW CCHEN [ ?]: Thank you for your

t esti nony.

KI M ROSENBERG  You' re wel cone, thank
you.

ANDREW COHEN:  |'m sorr, I'’msorry...

PAT BARRI ENTOS: Just real quick. | just

wanted to thank you on behalf of.uh, if it wasn't for
your input DTAP and these other pieces of |egislation
woul d not have, uh, cone to arise so, um we don’t
i ke when other agencies in the Gty tell us they
can’t do sonething because it’s too hard.

[ LAUGHTER] good, good.

PAT BARRI ENTOS: So be rest assured we're
not going to end because soneone tells us it’'s too
hard to do...

KIM ROSENBERF ?]: Thank you, thank you.
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PAT BARRI ENTOS: It’s not an answer we
want to hear ...

KI M ROSENBERG  Thank you, thank you

PAT BARRI ENTOS: so | think you found
that out very quickly fromall of us up here we
weren’t happy with it but we will continue to work
wi th you.

KI M ROSENBERG  Thank you for your offer.

[ WOMAN - UNSURE]: Thank you...

[ GROUP TALKI NG

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA d BSON:  Qur next
panel is Lauren Watkins, Jessie Mhica and David
Per ecman.

[ GROUP TALKI NG|

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA G BSON:  And i f
there is anyone else here is interested in testifying
or speaki ng pl ease nmake sure you see our Sergeant and
sign up. Thank you.

DAVID PERECVAN: Is it alright if | keep
this up here:

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA G BSON:  You can’t
take it on an airplane that much, that nuch I
can..[ | NAUDI BLE]

DAVI D PERECVAN: | got m ne.
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COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA d BSON: (k,
before we start Council Menber Cornegy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Um |, | just
want to say that, um | know that the, uh, famly of
Ovante is present and | wanna, uh, congra.you know,
just wanna say that um we’ve been very sensitive and
knowi ng that they're here is a testament and to hear
themlisten to all the testinonies is a testanent
wanting this not to happen to another child or
another famly. | just wanted to acknow edge their
presence.

DAVI D PERECVAN:  They're in the back of
the room and, on their behal f, thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA d BSON:  Thank you
very much Council Menber Cornegy and | guess all of
us together we share that and we continue to offer
our prayers to Ovante’'s famly. |I'mcertainly | |
appreci ate that through pain and through struggle
that the famly has taken their pain and turned it
really into a plan and a purpose, um because
advocacy is truly the way to go. W certainly, these
unspeakabl e tragedies, we want to prevent as nuch as
we can so | applaud, um his nomfor being here and

famly and thank you so nuch for the work you're
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doing and we will begin. Thanks. Lauren, you can go
first.

LAUREN TERRY WATKINS: OCh | go first?

[MANS VO CE]: You wanna go first?

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA d BSON:  Yes
Lauren, you may go first. Ladies first...[ LAUGHTER]
Yes. Yes. Thank you, thank you so nuch. Um

[MAN S VOCE]: W'’re just offering a
segway.

LAUREN TERRY WATKI NS: [ LAUGHS] The
entertai nnent has arrived. Ok, hi, um and I, before
| even start | echo your sentinments, sir. Um when
was witing this testinmony I didn’t know t hat
Ovante’s would be in the room but | thought about it
all the time and when Councilman WIls’ office
informed nme that she would | thought well [’ mjust
gonna cross out every single reference to Ovante and
the I said “you know what, these are brave peopl e,
and they deserve to be recognized.” So | rethought it
but | totally understand what you nean, and a, with
that I will introduce nyself. Good afternoon |adies
and gentlemen and thank you for having ne. M nane
is Lauren Terry Watkins. |’mthe president of

| ndependent State C ot hing and Warabl e Tech Conpany.
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But nore inportantly, I amthe nother of Liam Liam
who has Autism He goes to school in College Point,
Queens and | am here to support Council man Ruben
WIlls in his efforts to establish a voluntary
registry for those with disabilities that m ght cause
themto wander, the Alert Systemand, in particular,
the Councilman’s notion to ask the New York State
Ofice of People with Disabilities to include GPS
tracki ng devi ces as covered services avail abl e under
the People First Waver. Ovante Oguendo’s body washed
up on the rocks of the East River in College Point,
Queens. My son Liam who lives with Autism attends
a special ed school right there in College Point. A
stone’s throw away from where Ovante was found. Liam
and Ovante are and were about the sane age. Ovante
is gone because no one could find himand when he
wandered out of school. Cearly, we all need a way
to find the Ovante’s out there, all 48% of the Autism
popul ation that is at risk for wandering every day.
That takes not just a village but an entire citizenry
to be aware and educated of what to | ook for and how
to prevent the “Ovante Human Tragedi es”, but | am
also willing to avail ny son, and anyone with Autism

the best of technology that is out there as well,
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technology to help electronically | ocate these kids
and adults, who | ose their bearings, and then coul d
sonetinmes lose their lives. | was a TV news anchor
for ten years before | quit nmy job to care for ny
son. | used to interview a guy naned Peter Vall one
all the tinme. [LAUGHTER] Al the tinme and argue with
him and run him ah Tony LoBianco’ s apartment every
Christnmas Eve, yeah, so, good greetings and good to
see you, but um he was one of mny favorite interviews
when | used to have to track down city counci

nmenbers and now | cone to you as a nother. Uh, |I'm
not longer in that role, but I put ny journalistic
roles to work and | researched the GPS market and |
found sonme very prom sing things but | also found
sonme very distressing things, which you ve already
heard a little bit about so |l won’t go into it too
much. But | did learn to sumup, that when it cones
to Autism and | ocating devices, that there are these
tiny cheap GPS's, but they don’t work in urban
environnments. They just don’t work, and |I |earn that
you sl apping this GPS on this popul ati on any which
way that was not going to work either. So | beta-
tested 11 different GPS devices at Autism school here

in the New York area, urban areas, so that we could
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really figure out what’s going on. Because what |

|l earned is that trees and buil di ngs, clouds and al
this stuff, it interferes with it. It interferes
with it. You know, we have this sci-fi version of

it, that these GPS trackers are all the size of your
t hunb-nail and that you could just inplant a chip in
your neck and you're fine, like a dog, no, that thing
just is a reader if your dog gets |lost you could scan
it and find out who it belongs to, but it’s not going
to find the dog while he’s running away. There are
so many m sconceptions about what GPS s can and
cannot do. Um and, uh, I will tell you in a mnute
why | becanme such an expert in them but | jus..lI
just wanted to say that, you know, we |earn that just
sl appi ng these things on don’t work and | beta-tested
11 different GPS's and | can only confirm what just
about every Autismnomcould tell you wi thout having
to do focus groups and do beta-tests like I did. An
Autism Momis going to tell you this, that in
addition to the cognitive deficits our kids face

we’ ve al so got severe sensory issues and you’' ve heard
alittle bit about them Let ne tell you what a
sensor issue is. It’'s the stuff that nost of us

don’t really worry about. W don’'t worry about a
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scratchy shirt tag, we don’t worry about a tw sted
sock seam W don’t worry about an ordinary wi st
wat ch, but that stuff can soneone with Autisminto
tantrums. It can nmake themtear off a shirt in a, in
a school bus and it can nake themkick off a shoe in
a shopping mall. You, you think you re seeing a
tantrum but you' re really seeing sone non-verbal kid
saying “there’s sonething I'mwearing and it’s
freaking killin nme!” so that’s what we really need
to figure out. So that, imagine if you will, getting
soneone like that to wear a GPS device. War it
around their neck? What, so a predator can see it
and rip it off and throwit in the East River? |
don’t think so. An ankle bracelet, |ike he’s under
house arrest? Not gonna happen. Even a wistlet,
there’s a kid in ny kid s class, out in College

Poi nt, she chewed through a “Hello Kitty” watch in 10
mnutes. | watched her, so clearly she wasn’'t having
a very good day wearing a wist device. So what are
we gonna do to nake them not ruin their whole day?
Then answer is | canme up with a sensory-soft clothing
line that houses and hides GPS trackers in soft
conpartnents, so that no one needs to know t he

tracker is there. Not the child, who m ght otherw se
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fuss and fidget with it, not a predator, only the
teacher, the caregiver, the parent, the bus driver.
Those are the people who need to know that they have
it. Nobody else and so nmany people have said, “Ch
this so Big Brother Lauren, this is really bad.” And
| said, “You know what, the technology is here. It’'s
not going away. W are not gonna put the geni e back
in the bottle. Let’s use this technology for the
good. Let’s let the good guys win for a change. Let
us have this technology. Let’'s nmake it available to
us. Let’s stop giving the technology to the bad
guys.” So | founded this conpany, it is a fledgling
conmpany and Councilman WIlls has real business savvy
because he basically told ne howto start up ny
conpany and that’s why | am here today and | thank
him The guy knows what he is tal king about. Uh, ny
conmpany is called “lIndependence Day Warabl e Tech”
because it gives the wearer a degree of independence,
but it also gives the parents and caregi vers a nonent
of i ndependence, a nonent nornally spent worrying
about where the heck their kid is, so | just have
this shirt here, you may have seen it. |It’s a shirt,
it looks like any shirt, because [ SPEAKI NG LOW TO THE

CROND], we are in the dignity business here,
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[ VO CES] ..exactly. You can cover himfor a second, uh
we're in the dignity business. These kids should not
be wearing sloppy hospital wear. They need to wear
shirts that | ook |like any other preppy kid going to
school in G eenw ch, Connecticut every day, so here
you go. But it’s got this hidden conpartnent and
it’s got a G°S tracker init. Nowa |lot of you m ght
say, “That’s not.that’'s pretty big.” You know what
it is. But this is the nbpst accurate one we have out
there. 1’mnot gonna go in to brand nanes because

I’ m not advertising anybody, but trust me, in six
mont hs, this technology will be half the size of

this. But until then, we have this very soft
conpartnent that nobody needs to know it’s there.
It’s “FCC approved”, it’s “Councilman WIlls
approved”, or at |east he thought it was pretty cool.
[ LAUGHTER] And so it’s, it’s not the entire solution
but for once we’'re not just part of the problem So
|"mgrateful to the council, Council man Ruben WIIs
for hearing ny concerns, to listening to ny ideas and
for advising ne to get a patent. Regrettably, Autism
is agrowh industry. Wen ny son was di agnosed in
the year 2000, the CDC said one in 500 children wll

be di agnosed with an Autism Spectrum di sorder. That
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nunber today is one in 68. New York State Medicaid
will sonmetines partially reinburse famlies with
Autism to build a fence around their house. In
fact, they did that for us. W built a fence that
cost $4,000 and the State gave us $3, 000 back, and |
was enornously grateful that after a nound of paper
work, and a year’s wait, | got a check for $3, 000,
|’mgrateful. But you know what? A GPS tracker is a
fence or a perineter that goes everywhere the child
goes. Ovante did not go mssing fromhis front yard.
Ovante went missing fromhis school. So, |I’'m asking
the State of New York just to say a fence is great
but just update your information about what’s out
there and what's available. The technology is out
there, let’s useit. And like | said Ovante was in
school, no fence around his home could have saved
him But a GPS tracker is a perineter that follows a
child everywhere he goes, and so as an Autismnom |
woul d be really grateful if the State recogni zed that
and included the GPS technology inits

rei mbursenments. In fact, what | have decided to do,
is when | starting taking bids out, | was out at
Venture Capital Conference in San Franci sco, and al

these tech conpanies cane up to ne and said, "I want,
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Il want, | want to be the technology in your shirts.”
And | said, “Here’'s the deal. You give away that GPS
for free and I'll, and I’'Il partner with you.” Um
and | got, and | got a taker and then | tested it and
it worked great. So what I'mtrying to do is if |
can get it in their hands, buy my shirt, get a free
GPS. Um that was also a really good idea Council man
WIlls, thank you for that. And what it’'s really
gonna do it’s going to bring this to | owincone
famlies who are so afraid of technology. Qur focus
groups found that GPS even, you know we even have it
in our car, that they are afraid when it cones to
their own kid. And so we’ve got a system where you
gonna get, gonna get, clothes, you' re gonna get GPS,
you' re gonna get tech support in Spanish or English
Un all of this is just for signing up and being with
us. So | would just like to say that the extra dose
of safety that would bring to the children and the
security that it would bring to the parents woul d be
so appreciated. Thank you very nuch

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA G BSON:  Thank you
very much and for your presence, your testinony and

all the great work you do, and all of the credits of
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Counci | Menmber WIls, of course. [LAUGHTER] Next we
wi || hear Jessie Mhica.

JESSE MOHI CA: Good afternoon everyone,
um before | start | just wanted to, uh, echo Counci
Man Cornegy’'s words to, um to the Oguendo Fam |y,
uh, ny thoughts and prayers, and the thought of ny
famly are with you, and | just want to say as a
father of uh, a son with Autism that uh, how deeply
| respect and appreciate, through uni magi nable pain
and tragedy your strength in advocating on behal f of
the thousands of famlies, um mllions of famlies
t hroughout the nation, that um that have, uh, |oved
ones with Autism Good afternoon Chair G bson, Chair
Cohen, and all the nenbers of the Gty Counci
Commttees on Mental Health and Public Safety, ny
nanme i s Jesse Mhica, and |’mthe proud father of two
sons, one of which is a non-verbal 15 year old nan
with Autismnamed Adam | thank you for this
opportunity to provide testinony today to help
educate the general public about Autism as well as
encourage the Council to pass the legislation and
support the resolutions that are being introduced to
provi de supports and safe guards to those with

Autism  Autism Spectrum Di sorder and Auti sm are both

75




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COMM TTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH, DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABILITY, ALCOHOLISM DRUG ABUSE AND DI SABI LI TY SERVI CES

general terns for a group of conplex disorders of
brai n devel opnent. These disorders are characterized
in varying degrees by difficulties and socia

i nteraction, verbal and non-verbal comunication and
repetitive behaviors. Autismstatistics fromthe

U S. Centers for the D sease Control Prevention
identify one in 68 Anmerican children as on the Autism
Spectrum A ten-fold increase in preval ence in 40
years. Autismis four to five tinmes nore conmon
anong boys than girls. An estinmated one out of 42
boys and one in 189 girls are diagnosed with Autism
inthe United States. Wen ny son Adam was di agnosed
with Autismover 13 years ago, our lives were
dramatical ly changed. He was devel opi ng normal |y
until about 18 nont hs, when he experienced rapid
regressions. He first lost his words, then his snile
and then he retreated to his own world. It is very
difficult for me to encapsulate in words how
difficult that was. M son has not said a word to ne
in over 13 years but he speaks volunes to ny spirit.
My son does not speak, he has very limted

comuni cation skills and is not aware of danger. He
al so has significant devel opnental del ays and needs

assistance with all daily living tasks. Wen we are
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wi th himoutside, we nake sure we are armin arm
because if we were to let himgo he mght run into to
traffic fromus. |If he were lost, he would be at the
nmercy of our society, as he is unable to tell anyone
where he lives, or his needs or his wants. | sit h
ere today as a father to call upon the support of the
| egislation in the resolutions being introduced here
today. W nust do all we can to protect all of our
| oved ones with Autism Al of these neasures wl|
go very far in helping to protect our nost vul nerable
popul ation, as well as sensitize, and equip our
society to better conprehend, care for, and respond
appropriately to the needs of those with Autism |
woul d also i ke to take this nonent to thank Counci
Menmber WIlls for his | eadership on this issue, and
all of the nmenbers of each conmmttee for their
support of those with Autismand their famlies.
Thank you very nuch.

DEPUTY CHI EF JEREM AH QUI NLAN: Thank you
very nuch. David?

DAVI D PERECVAN:  Good afternoon. Un,
Council man WIlls, Cornegy, Vallone and Chair Cohen,
G bson, thank you for letting ne cone dowmn. Um |

nyself really, and nothing nore, here than a conduit
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for ny client, who, uh, in the back of the room but
thank you for letting ne be here. | amblessedly
lucky. | do not have an Autistic child, but over the
past six nonths |I’ve been drawn into the |ives of
peopl e who do, who have becone ny clients, who | have
becone close wth. And | do have friends, uh, it,

it, it’s so prevalent it’s scary. | have so nmany
friends with this situation but the friends who |
have live in the suburbs. They are peopl e of neans.
Signi ficant neans, and they have schools and nannies
and all sorts of things that they can do to nake sure
that things like this don’t happen. There’s only one
thing that can be said to you and there is only one
thing that should have been said to you by the police
departnent, or anybody el se and that is Bravo! Thank
you very much. The City, after Ovante went m ssing,
engaged in a search that | don’t think that |I’ve ever
seen the likes of, for anyone. Now, the Cty
Governnent, you here, the State, the Federa
Governnent, have all cone together and are al

i ndi vidually posing various itens of |egislation,
changes to make sure this doesn’t happen again, and |
comrend everyone. There are a fewthings I'd like to

add because the devil is going to be in the details.
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| don’t know if we’'re ever going to be able to design
a systemthat can guarantee that this will never
happen again, but we can do many nore things, which
this is one very good idea in that regard to help
prevent it. Um Councilmn Cornegy’s idea about the
al armon the door, you have no idea how many tines

|’ ve | ooked at that video tape and watched that door
lay there wi de open for 30 m nutes and not only was
t he sel f-closing device not working on the door,
because it was a new y-built school, and sonebody
obvi ously hadn’t gone through the punch list, but
nobody went over and closed it, except a school
safety agent went over and closed it three m nutes
after Ovante left the building and out that door.
There were a couple of things | want to ask first,
can you explain to ne howthis Silver Alert System
fits within this rule brick, because it calls for 24
hours. Can sonebody help nme with that? Because 24
hours is a really long tine.

COUNCI L MEMBER RUBEN WLLS: So that’s
why we have the hearing so that we can adapt, um the
| egi slation, uh, as per input fromthe experts, which
woul d be you, uh, nyself and the other nenbers here

who are sharing and co-sponsoring and they have full
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input. They actually hel ped author with the
| egislation, um we're here not as people just to
have a show, but we’'re here as people to bear
testinony that we don’t know, and the only way that
we can find out is if you help us. So to ne, a 24
hour w ndow woul d be a | ong anmount of tinme also, but
we're not the experts. That's why we have NYPD here.
DAVI D PERECVAN: Gk | was just asking.
Uh, because, and forgive ne Vanessa and Dorris,
because there are things that | have to say here that
are difficult for themto hear. Ovante’'s school
despite being the school that housed District 75
children, children with Autismare known to be
attracted to water and many of whom who di sappear end
up drowning, um was |ocated a couple hundred feet
away fromthe East River. W don't know yet, how he
ended up in that river. | don’t knowif we'll ever
figure that out. W do know that he ran across the
street into the part, we do know that he ran south,
and we do know that nobody ever saw hi m ever again,
and we do know that he ended up, indeed, on the sane
side of the river, although north. Um there is just
is, just isn't a side nuch evidence that 1’ve

obt ai ned and | ooked into wth experts. Indeed there
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is asignificant flow of water that pulls tides north
on the East River as well as south. You can end up
there. So, 24 hours is clearly an issue. Um | just
wanted to nmention that. There's sonething el se that

| noticed. This calls this, |I think would need to be
set up in such a way that the tracking device, not
the device on the child, but the device where you can
| ocate the child, cannot be in the hands of the
police. | think it has to be in the hands of the
school, if that child is in school, and it has to be
sonet hing, there has to be a way to set this up, that
you can put this through a cell phone and get this on
the internet and get this to normy and daddy, or

ol der brother, a famly nenber. And the reason for
that is, there is no question with what we have found
out, is there was a major gap in tinme until the
police were notified, as close to an hour, because
peopl e go into CYA-Mde, and the people don’t, and
any caregiver, who loses a child like this, may be
nore fearful of saying, “Oh ny, |ook what |’ve done.”
Before they give that notification, so one of the
details that has to be | ooked into this “perineter
concept”. He wal ks out of the building and I know it

exi sts, walk out of the building — text goes to nom

81
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text goes to dad. There’'s no questions, nobody asks,
we can't wait for people, this system 1|’ve |earned
one thing fromwatchi ng what happens with the
Departnent of Education and School Safety Division.
You have to “dummy proof” this system You have to
make it so that no people are involved who can nmake a
m st ake |i ke what happened here. And the reason why
is because with all of this happening and with all of
the press and | have said not nice things at tinmes in
t he press, nobody at the Departnent of Education, the

Pol i ce Departnment and the School Safety Division are

doing very nmuch at all. M understanding is, Agent
Perez still works at the school. | may be wong,
but, I haven't heard anything different. So things

like this have to be done and | only nention this
because | have a mic in front of ne and you' re here
that | ask each of you to the extent you can, to
reach out to those entities and ask themto actually
figure out why what happened, happened, instead of
defending their litigation against me. They re going
to | ose anyway. What they did here was horrific.
There were so many m stakes nade. They coul dn’'t

possi bly escape liability, but now they have to

figure out why they did it and they have to not wite
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reports that nake it |ook | ess bad and we had a chi ef
of the police departnment here and one of the things
they tal k about in the reports is how the School

Saf ety Agent was engaged in a conversation with a
child and her father when Ovante canme down the stairs
and that’s why she was understandably distracted. |
have the video tape. She wasn’t tal king to anyone.

ANDREW CCHEN [?]: If we could pl ease
keep the testinony of the case. That’'s that’s not
what this series is here about. W’re here for
respect for the famly but | really getting into
unconfortable ground with facts about evi dence and
things that are there, the attorney side of the ..

DAVI D PERECMAN. Ok |’ m sorry.

ANDREW CCHEN[ ?:  You have fathers here
tal king about their children and their parents
focusing on the bills. 1 don't want to get into the
condemi ng...

DAVID PERECVAN:  |'msorry. |’'mjust,
|’ m just asking that you, to the extent...

ANDREW COHEN[ ?] : | understand that ...

DAVI D PERECVAN: ..get themto | ook into
so we can fix the problemfromthe other side of it,

because it wll help if the school safety agents and
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t he Departnment of Education are also nore hel pful,
along with these GPS devi ces because then the whol e
systemwi ||l work together and this won’t happen
again. That’s the only reason | brought it up
That’s why | ask for it. Um other than that | only
say | think that this is great. | think um 1 think
this is a marvelous thing you are all doing and I
appreciate it.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANESSA G BSON: Thank
you. Thank you all very nuch | appreciate your
presence and your testinony and if anyone has any
guestions or comments. Thank you, thank you very
much for being here.

ANDREW COHEN: That concl udes the
comm ttee. Thank you very much

[ gavel ]
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