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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES & ELECTI ONS 3
CHAI RPERSON LANDER: [gavel] Good norning
and wel conme to the New York Gty Council Conmittee on
Rul es, Privileges, and Elections. |'m Brad Lander
Before we begin | would like to introduce the other
menbers of the conmttee who are with us this norning
from Manhattan, Council Menbers Inez D ckens and Dan
Gar doni ck; from Brooklyn, Council Menber Ral ph
Espi nal ; from Manhattan, Council Menber Margaret
Chin; from Staten Island, Council Menber Debbi e Rose;
Counci| Menbers Mark Levine and Ydanis Rodriguez from
Manhatt an; and Council Menber Junaane D. WIIians of
Brooklyn. | would also |like to acknow edge the
comrmittee’s attorney, Amatia Booth and to acknow edge
and thank the staff nmenbers fromthe council’s
i nvestigative unit who prepare the strong reports
that we use in considering nom nees, Chuck Davis,
Deandra Johnson and Di anna Arriaga. Thank you to
t hem
This norning we are voting on the Mayor’s
nom nati on of Meera Joshi for appointnent as chair to
the New York Gty Taxi and Li nousi ne Conm ssion on
April 3, 2014. The council held a public hearing of
the rules conmttee across the street and will now

consi der whether to give its advice and consent for
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES & ELECTI ONS 4
t he candi date. Meera Joshi is a resident of
Brooklyn. If the council gives it advice and
consent, she will be appointed to the Taxi and
Li mousi ne Comm ssi on and subsequently desi gnated by
the Mayor as chair, filling a vacancy and serve the
remai nder of the seven year termwhich will expire on
January 31, 2017.

The Tax and Li nmousi ne Conmi ssi on was
created pursuant to Local Law 12 of 1971. Chapter 65
of the Charter states there shall be a TLC which is
of the purpose of further devel opi ng and i nproving
taxi and linousine service in the Cty, consistent
with the pronotion and protection of public confort
and conveni ence. Adopting and establishing and
overall public transportation policy governing taxi,
coach, |inousine and wheel chair accessible van
services, as it relates to the overall public
transportation network of the City. Establishing
rates, standards and criteria for the |licensing of
vehicles, drivers, owners and operators of those
services and provide authorization to operate
commut er van servi ces.
The TLC consists of nine nenbers

appoi nted by the Mayor, all with the advice and
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES & ELECTI ONS 5
consent of the Gty Council. Five nust be residents,
one from each borough, and are recommended by the
appoi ntment by a majority vote of the council nenbers
fromthat borough. TLC nenbers are appointed for
seven years and can serve until the appointnent and
gual i fication of a successor. Vacancies other than
those with the expiration of a termare filled for
the unexpired termand the Mayor may renove any
menber for cause upon stated charges.

The Mayor designates one of those nenbers
to act as Chair and Chief Executive Oficer and the
Chair, which Ms. Joshi will be, if the counci
confirnms her. She’'ll have charge of the organization
and the authority to enploy, assign and superintend
the duties of the officers and enpl oyees as necessary
to carry out the provisions of Chapter 65 of the
Charter. It is a full time position and currently
receives $192,198 annually. Oher nenbers of the TLC
are not entitled to conpensation.

Pursuant to the Charter all proceedi ngs
of the TLC and the docunents and records in its
possessi on shall be public records and the TLC shal
make an annual report to the City Council on or

before the second Monday of January of each year
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES & ELECTI ONS 6
The TLC and the council is overseen by the
Transportation Comrittee who Chair, Ydanis Rodriguez
is here and he is also a nmenber of this committee.

We had a good and thorough hearing. W
tal ked about a lot of different issues. About the
di fferent chall enges, the new outer borough taxis,
taxi of tonorrow, the ongoing chall enges of
di scrimnation that people can face in hailing a
taxi. About sone rules related to suspension of TLC
drivers, both for reasons we tal ked about as very
sensible, like reckless driving and reasons that we
weren’'t so sure are sensible.

What | would say we |learned is that the
Taxi and Linousine community is a very, varied and
di verse industry with people who di sagree on al nost
everything. Wth one exception, they all |ove Meera
Joshi and want her to be the Chair of the Taxi and
Li nousi ne Comm ssion. | enmerged fromthe hearing
very enthusi asti c about supporting her and not only
because she is a resident of ny district.

Are there any comments from nenbers of
the coomttee before we proceed to the vote? Counci

Menber Rodri guez:
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES & ELECTI ONS 7

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | congratul ate
Meera Joshi and | thank the adm nistration for
nom nati ng someone with outstanding curricul um
when it conmes to her experience working with a taxi,
livery, green, linousine industry and | no doubt that
she will be a great |eader with whomwe are going to
wor ki ng, noving inportant |egislation and at the sane
time inproving transportation in our city. She is
definitely sonmeone that | support 100 percent.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: For the record, |et
nme not be so glib as to the reasons that people |ike
her. She served as general counsel for several years
of the TLC, so she knows its issues well. She worked
at CCRB and worked at the Departnent of
I nvestigation. She has both substantive know edge
and has denonstrated procedure fairness on an
i mportant turf overlapping the responsibilities of
this commttee.

Wth that, | will ask our council to
proceed to call the roll. Let nme say this in the way
we are supposed to. Seeing no further comrents, we
will now take the vote on the nmessage contained in
the attached MB5 regardi ng Meera Joshi’s appoi nt ment

to the New York Cty Taxi and Linousine Comn ssi on.
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COW TTEE CLERK: WIliam Martin,

8

Committee Cark. Roll call vote for the Commttee

on Rul es,

Privileges & El ections M35. Counci l

Menber Lander.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Vot e Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Di ckens.
COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.
COWM TTEE CLERK:  Gar odni ck.
COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Rodri guez.
COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK:  Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: W/ Ii ans.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Espi nal .
COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Levi ne.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Aye.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Igni zi o.

COUNCI L MEMBER | GNI ZI O Aye.
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COWM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of ten in
the affirmative, zero in the negative and no
abstentions, the item has been adopted. Menbers
pl ease sign the commttee report. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you. We will
hol d the vote open for a few m nutes for the |ast
remai ni ng nmenber of the conmttee who has a busy
schedul e.

[tal ki ng i n background]

COWM TTEE CLERK: Speaker Mark-

Vi verito.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO | vote Aye.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Final vote on the
Conmittee on Rules is eleven in the affirmative,
zero in the negative and no abstentions.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thi s neeting of
the Rules Conmittee is adjourned.

[ gavel ] .
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