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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE 2

CHAI RPERSON LEVIN: [gavel ] Good
nor ni ng, everybody. The hearing will cone to
order. | am Council Menber Steve Levin, chair of
the New York City Council’s General Wlfare
Conmittee. | amjoined today by nmenbers of the
comm ttee, Vanessa G bson of the Bronx, Corey
Johnson of Manhattan, Carlos Menchaca of Brooklyn,
Annabel Pal ma of the Bronx.

Today we are going to be hearing a pre-
consi dered resol uti on sponsored by Speaker Mark-
Viverito and voting today on this resolution out of
this conmttee. The pre-considered resolution and
consi deration today authorizes the Speaker to
intervene and file an [nuffled audio] or join an
am cus brief on behalf of the Cty of New York,
Council to the City of New York and any appeals in

litigation captioned In Re: Bloonberg v. Lou and

Nei ghborhood in the Ninety’s Inc. v. The Gty of

New York for the purpose of defending provisions of
the New York City Adm nistrative Code that limts
the size of single adult shelters in New York Gty
to 200 beds. Pursuant to Local Law 57 of 1998 the
Counci| and active |l egislation prohibiting the

Departnent of Honel ess Services fromoperating a
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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE 3
shelter for single adults with a census of nore
than 200 individuals. The council originally
passed this legislation to insure the health and
safety of shelter residents by prohibiting the
war ehousi ng of i ndividual s.

Recent litigation involving the fornmer
Mayor and Controller, DHS and a nei ghbor hood group
on the Upper West Side involving the Controller’s
refusal to register contracts for two shelters,
rai sed the issue of the legality of Admnistrative
Code Section 21-312(2)(b), the 200 bed limt for
single adult shelters.

In the Order and Deci sion the Judge
held that this lawis preenpted by the State
Regul ati on of Adult Care Facilities and therefore,
illegal. The council does not agree with the
Judge’s holding that this lawis invalid. Due to
the Council’s strong interest in defending the
legality of the Adm nistrative Code’s cap on the
singl e adult shelter census and the Council’s
ability to enact laws related to the regul ation of
single adult shelters. This resolution authorizes

the Speaker to intervene, file an Ami cus Brief or
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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE 4
join an Am cus Brief on behalf of the Council and
any appeals in litigation.

Overturning this | aw and openi ng up
shelters in excess of 200 beds will directly affect
the health and safety of vul nerabl e individuals.
This resolution will allow the Council to take the
necessary steps to defend the | egislative action
this body enacted over 15 years ago in order to
protect New Yorkers and | urge ny fellow council
menbers to vote in support. Thank you very mnuch.

Do any of ny coll eagues have anythi ng
that they want to add on this Resolution?

[ Pause] Ckay, hearing none, | wll ask
Wlliam Martin to call the roll.

COW TTEE CLERK: W I liam Martin,
Conmittee Clark. Roll call vote for the Conmttee
on General Welfare. Pre-considered Resol ution.
Counci | Menber Levin.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI N:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Pal na.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Johnson.
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COW TTEE ON GENERAL WELFARE 5
COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Menchaca.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA:  Aye.

COWM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of five in

the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

abstentions, the item has been adopt ed.

CHAI RPERSON LEVI N: | f menbers could

sign the Commttee Report if you haven't already.

kay.

11: 20.

ot her

Hearing i s adjourned.
[ gavel ]
[ Pause]
CHAI RPERSON LEVIN:  The tinme is now
W are going to leave the roll open for any

nmenbers of the Committee to cone and cast

their vote.

[ Pause]

COW TTEE CLERK: Final vote in the

Commttee on General Welfare is five in the

affirmative, zero in the negative and no

abst enti ons

CHAI RPERSON LEVIN. Hearing is

adj our ned.

[ gavel ]
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