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STATED MEETI NG 4
COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: We're getting
ready to start. [background conments] Before we get
started, | want to wi sh Council Menber Andy King a
happy birt hday.

[cheers, appl ause, background coment s]

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: | think he told
me he was |ike 30-sonmething; | don't now.
[ background comments, |aughter] |'m Council Menber

Fernando Cabrera and it's truly an honor to stand
here with the | egends, the founders; the pioneer of
hip hop. [cheers, applause] To be able to put
toget her the people that we have been able to
assenbl e here together is just short of -- if | may
use the word -- mracle. Comng fromdifferent
backgrounds, people living in different places, and |
wanna first thank Rocky. Rocky, thank you so nuch,
Rocky Bucano, for being instrunmental putting
everybody together; [applause, cheers] we've been
working on this now for a while.

And today |I'mal so very excited about the
fact, and we're gonna be tal king nore about this
during the press conference inmediately after the
Pre-Stated; the desire..there's a desire here that's

been burning now for years for a hip hop nuseumin
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STATED MEETI NG 5
the Bronx; [cheers, applause] it's tinme. |It's tinme.
It's tinme. Started in the Bronx and it nust stay in
t he Bronx [background comment] and so we'll be
tal ki ng nore about that later. [background comrent s]

So what we're gonna do, |I'mgonna...I'm
gonna give the due tine...this is really..really to
serve; |'mgonna be calling on each of the founders
and just..there's so nuch to be said about them but
for the sake of tinme, |I'mgonna be calling out each
one and presenting the proclamation and then we're
gonna hear fromthe City Cerk and then we're gonna
hear froma couple of them |'m gonna ask ny staff to
be ready.

First, Afrika Banbaaataa. |[cheers,
appl ause] Here's the godfather of hip hop, founder
of the Universal Zulu Nation, [cheers, background
comrents, laughter] created the nusical genre electro
funk; he recorded the critical acclainmed song,

"Pl anet Rock" [cheers, applause] with a Soul sonic
Force. [background conments, cheers, | aughter]

W' ve been...l et nme acknow edge we' ve been
j oi ned by our bel oved Public Advocate, Tish Janes,
who has [cheers, appl ause] joined us, alongside with

ny col | eagues here in the Council.
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STATED MEETI NG 6

W al so want to acknow edge, and | don't
think he...he's...1 think he got stuck at the airport,
right, but I want to acknow edge...| used to...| nust
confess; | used to pop dance [l aughter] many years
ago, noonwal k, the whol e thing...[ background coment s]
there you go, there you go...[laughter] conme on; don't
shout me out, don't shout ne out. But Kurtis Bl ow,
[ cheers, appl ause] nusic producer, rapper and
mnister, who in 1979 signed a deal with Mercury
Records, meking himthe first rapper signed by a
maj or | abel and Rocky, can you receive that...okay,
good, Melle's gonna be receivin' it...[ background
comrents] he's keepin' it. [laughter] He's gonna
have to give you a free concert ticket...[background
comments, cheers, applause] And also holding the
procl amation...who are we tal kin' about here, people?
[ background comments, cheers] Melle Mel
[ background coments, |aughter]. You nmay not know
this, but he was the first to refer hinmself as MC, or
Mast er of Cerenopny; he was inducted in 2007 into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fanme as part of the group,
Mell e Mel and the Furious Five. [background
comrents] Cone on, let's give it up. [cheers,

appl ause]
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STATED MEETI NG 7

We al so been joined and we wanna honor
Grand W zard Theodore, come on. [cheers, appl ause]
One of early hip hop's nost skilled DJs and he's
uni versal ly acknow edged as the inventor of the
scratch. [cheers, applause, background comrent s]

Then al so we' ve been joined by
G andnmaster Caz. [cheers, appl ause, background
comments] There he is, |adies and gentlenen. DJ
whose nane was Casanova Fly, [cheers] he teaned up
with JDL to formthe Notorious Two and becane the
first DJ to rap while handling records on their
turntables. [cheers, background conments] Cone on;
let's give it up. [cheers, appl ause]

W' ve al so been joined by Jasie
[ phonetic] Jay. [background comrent] Jazzy, |'m
sorry, Jazzy. [background comments, cheers,
appl ause] Jazzy. Jazzy. [cheers, background
comrent s]

Alright; |eave the pastor al one.
[ background comrents] Anerican H p Hop DJ and
producer who's known for his involvenent in the nusic
group, Afrika Banbaaataa, and Soul sonic Force

[ cheers] since 1980. [background comrents, appl ause]
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STATED MEETI NG 8

W al so wanna recogni ze one of those
founders that are usually not recogni zed, but they
were very significant and we're tal kin' about Joe
Conzo, photographer [cheers, applause] who captured
the birth of hip hop nmusic and culture that wll
forever change the world. [background coment s]
Cutman LJ...LG boy, I'mturnin' it out today.
[cheers, applause] LG [background coment s]
just changed your name. [background comrent] Peter
did it, so you can do it. Come on, it's your next
| evel . [background comrents] So...[laughter] unique
DJ associated with Zulu Nation, who after serving
great DJ years ago inplenented his own great DJ
style. Conme on, let's give it up again. [cheers,
appl ause]

Then we have Jorge Fabel Pabon, pop
master, [cheers, applause] hip hop dancer, whose
talents by 1982 were being featured, naturally,
international. Cone on, give us sone noves in there
my brother. [cheers, applause, background conmmrent s]

So here we go ny brother. [background
comrent] Here we go; you ready? [laughter, cheers,
appl ause] Well also, we want to honor Pete DJ Jones.

[cheers, applause] Well | didn't really know DJ
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STATED MEETI NG 9
Jones passed away on Wednesday, January 15th, 2014 at
the age of 79. He was known for hosting parties in
the 70s and in the 80s in the Bronx, has been placed
by | egends as one of the first disc jockeys to use
two turntables and spin two copies of the sane
record, which |ater becane critical in mxing and
scratching. [cheers, appl ause]

I wanna turn it over to the Cty Cerk
for the reading of the proclanmation and we're gonna
be hearing fromsone of these great artists.

[ background comrents, cheers]

CITY CLERK: Council, Gty of New York
Procl amation. New York City is nore than 8 mllion
rhyt hm strong, but for nearly 40 years a conpletely
uni que rhythm has gal vani zed into a signature style
we know as hip hop. Since its birth in the South
Bronx in the 1970s, hip hop has given those living in
nei ghbor hoods wi t h abandoned buil di ngs, crinme and
poverty a neans of escape in nore ways than one.
Today hip hop is an international nulti-billion
dol I ar phenonenon and enconpasses nuch nore than
music. Hip hop has created a culture that
i ncorporates ethnicity, art, politics, fashion

technol ogy and urban life. And whereas, in the 1980s
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STATED MEETI NG 10
hip hop culture continued to evolve with every
generation and in the 1990s had a neteoric rise that
hit mainstream nedi a and consuners, especially
suburban youth. Staying true to its urban roots
lyrics were often informed by street smarts and
street survival. As comercial and gangster rap
gai ned nore exposure, hip hop culture as a whol e was
suddenly and m stakenly consi dered synonynous with
many negative attributes, even though nany hip hop
artists featured and continue to focus primarily on
socially conscious and politically oriented lyrics.
H p hop has now grown into an entire cultura
novenent that has changed generational thinking on
everything frompolitics and race to art and
| anguage. And whereas, today hip hop continues to
expand wi th subgenres, fusion forns and regional
variations on all these and its culture continues to
i nfl uence people around the world. On this occasion,
the Council of the Gty of New York is proud to
recogni ze the original New York artists who pl anted
the seeds for this global cultural revol ution.
Wrking together is the unbrella organization called
Uni versal Zulu Nation; they plan to observe Novenber

2014 as hip hop nonth around the world and they are




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 11
currently working to open a nuseumto pronote the
educational, comunal and historic perspective of hip
hop, where it all began. Now therefore, be it known
that the Council of New York is proud to pay tribute
to Jorge Fabel Pabon, Pete DJ Jones, G andnaster Caz,
Cut man LG Rocky Bucano, Jazzy Jay, Joe Conzo, Kurtis
Blow, Grand Wzard Theodore, Melle Ml; Afrika
Banbaaataa as the original |egends of hip hop in
recognition of their pioneering contributions to hip
hop culture in New York City and beyond. Melissa
Mar k- Vi verito, Speaker for the Entire Council
Fernando Cabrera, Council Menber 14th District of
Bronx and nmany ot her nenbers of the New York City
Counci |

[ cheers, appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: | wanna take a
nmonment to give one nore proclamati on and this nonent
woul d' ve not been possible if it wasn't for Rocky
Bucano, [cheers, applause] a financial advisor and
current executive director at Teamwor k Foundati on
Inc.; New York Gauchos, thank you, Rocky, for making
this nonent possible. [applause, cheers] |[|'m gonna
turn it over to you; you could introduce the other

t wo.
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STATED MEETI NG 12

ROCKY BUCANO |'d like to thank
Counci | man Cabrera again for your steadfast
wi | l'ingness to support hip hop culture in the Bronx
and makin' today a reality for all of ny peers that
are standing here along with nme. 1'd like to thank
Andy King, Vanessa, Letitia Janes, thank you for
comng, all of our supporters up there in the
gallery, [cheers, applause] all of our famly nenbers
that are here to support us, [cheers] this is a
nmonunental day for hip hop; we |ook forward to
exploring the opportunity to put the Universal Hip
Hop Museum at the Kingsbridge Arnory [background
comrents, cheers, applause] and today is one step
forward. Thank you guys, thank everybody.
[ appl ause, background comments, |aughter]

MALE VO CE: What's goin' on everybody?
[ background cheers, applause] |It's a great day...is a
great day today in hip hop, because just |ike how
Rocky said, the nost inportant thing;, we celebratin'
the 40th anniversary of hip hop; we' ve been here for
40 years and we're still goin' on strong; |'ve only
been responsi ble for about may 37 of 'em so; you know
what | nean; [background comments, appl ause] tryin'

to bring up the rear, but | think...you know as far as
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STATED MEETI NG 13
hi p hop goes, you know we've been doin" it for so
long and we did it for nothin'; there wasn't no noney
init and we gave all we had, you know what | nean,
we laid it down with everything we had and sonetine |
t hi nk the mai nstream nedi a ki nda forgot about us, but
see the nost inportant thing is we didn't forget
about us [cheers, background comments, appl ause] and
we didn't forget about y'all, because when they
needed somin in the hood that was positive and that
was enlightenin' and that nmeant somin and that was
t he beginnin' of the revolution, we were standin' on
the front |lines [applause, cheers] and we put it
there and it stayed there to this day and that's the
nost i nportant thing about that hip hop nmuseum
because that's a difference between nusic and art;

t hey can have the nusic, they can have the dope
beach, you can ride around play 'emin your Jeep, but
guess what; we put it down for the best and we're
here to stay; we gonna keep it goin', [cheers,

appl ause] we are the art form we are the history of
the gane, we are the truth, we are the true neaning
of hip hop, and that's the key word, the key word is
i nportant, and just because you're rich, that don't

necessarily nmean that you're inportant [cheers,
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STATED MEETI NG 14

background comments] and that's the bottom i ne.
Hey, | would lIike for Caz...Caz, end this thing out,
man; go ahead...[cheers] cone on man, you gotta do
that before, man. [cheers] You gotta do it before.
Cone on, now give it for Gandmaster Caz. [cheers,
appl ause]

GRANDMASTER CAZ: | just wanna say thank
you to hip hop, alright. [background conments]
Yeah, yeah, we are the pioneers or founders or
what ever, but w thout an audience we'd be doin' this
to ourselves or with ourselves or by oursel ves,
alright. [cheers, applause] So because of the
audi ence and the peopl e who supported our culture
this long is the reason why hip hop has grown to the
proportions that it has and | think Mel wanted ne to
say, before rap was a gane or hip hop was a nation
before Lauren H |l began her m seducation, before
MIk was chillin or PE brought the noise, before
Heavy D and the Boyz, before the roof caught on fire,
before fresh was the word, before Wodini and friends
and Roxannes Revenge, before the freaks cane out at
ni ght, before say Ho, before the Crash Crew was
rockin on the radi o [appl ause, background conments,

cheers]. Before Whitney, Mriah, J-Lo and Janet,
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STATED MEETI NG 15

bef ore Bam and the Soul soni c Force rocked the pl anet,
before these are the breaks, before Hard Ti nes,
before the Sugarhill Gang and before Superrhynes,
bef ore Reaganom cs, before rappers got shot in their
stomachs, before our found hip hop in comcs, before
G s, before weed was trees, before goin' raw dog gave
you a deadly disease, before [background comrent s]
haters, before thugs and perpetrators, before the
al phas and before the betas, before beepers and cel
phones and retro gods and Fed Ex, food stanps and
netro cards, before cops was 5-0 or gats was answers,
before all the B-Boys turned into break dancers,
[ background comments] before Legs was crazy, out
turned to swazey, when Mel said it's hot, hum d and
hazy, before all the bull and by no neans get it
twisted we are hip hop and we have al ways exi sted
[cheers] in this physical formor in the essence of
rhyme. G andnaster Caz, baby, greatest of all tine.

[ cheers, appl ause]

MALE VO CE: One, two, what's up? One,
one, one, one, one. [background coments] First,
al ways givin' our greatness to the great suprene
force to whom we call by nmany nanes, Allah, Jehovah,

Yahweh or Enyeh or the Ancients of Ornaze are to
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STATED MEETI NG 16
Omarah [sic]. 1'd like to say, we honor each and
every one who had sonething to do with hip hop, from
Kool Hert, Grandmaster Flash, DJ Breakout, Kool DJ
AJ, Love Badoski [sic] and all these honorable greats
here, we honor each and every one in hip hop [cheers,
appl ause] for makin' it happen, Sha Rock, Lisa Lee,
Sadi es Ladies a whole arny [sic] and w thout the
peopl e, the people of this great planet Earth,
[ background comment] the youth who put up the power
and the sauce to stand up for sonethin' that's from
t hem gi ven from i ndi genous peopl e, us people, black,
sonme call black and brown people, better known as the
i ndi genous Moors, who cane and spread this all over
the mghty earth for the people, by the people
[ appl ause] and everybody to do sonethin' with this
called hip hop. W honor everybody from Europa,
Africa, America, fromAntarctica, every corners of
this earth for pushin' the hip hop culture --
know edge, w sdom understandin', beat boys, DJs,
MCs, Eversaw witers [sic], the fifth el enent that
holds it all together, the know edge, [background
comrent] the know edge; we thank each and every one
of y'all for comn' out, supportin' hip hop, keep the

worl d we constantly wake up our youth and
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STATED MEETI NG 17
under standi ng; glad to have a hip hop nuseum but we
can't stop there, we want a whol e buil di ng,

[ background comments] we want the |and. [cheers,
appl ause] So we nust al ways organi ze, organi ze,
organi ze. Universal H p Hop Museum wuniversal hip
hop people of this great planet earth, one | ove.

[ background comments, cheers, appl ause].

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: So we're closing
this part of the proclamations that were nmade for the
founders of hip hop and there's gonna be a press
conference right outside for a few mnutes. Thank
you so nuch

[ cheers, appl ause, background comrent s]

MALE VO CE: Ladies and gentl enen, please
exit the front doors to the press conference. Please
exit the front doors to the press conference. Thank
you.

[ background coment s]

[ gavel ]

[ background comrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Counci
Menber G bson

[ background coment s]
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STATED MEETI NG 18
COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Al right.
Counci | Menber G bson. Oh...Speaker's here.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Quiet in the

Chanbers please. Please exit quietly so we can begin

the next cerenonial. Please exit quietly so we may
begin the next cerenonial. Thank you. Hip hop
l'ives.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Ladi es and
gentl enen, we are going to have our second cerenonia
and | amjoined by the sponsor, Council Menber
Vanessa G bson, who has honored the Garifuna
community with this proclamation honoring Garifuna
Anerican Heritage Month and | want to ask her to say
a fewwrds and invite her special guests up for the
second very inportant cerenonial

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Good afternoon.
| f everyone representing the Garifuna conmunity can
pl ease conme forward so we can begi n our cerenoni al.

[ background comrent s]

CGood afternoon | adies and gentl enen,
wel cone to Gty Hall; I am Council Menber Vanessa
G bson; | represent the 16th District in the Bronx
and I'm so honored to be here today with speci al

friends fromthe Garifuna American comunity; | wanna
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STATED MEETI NG 19
t hank my Council Menber, ny colleague, the Majority
Leader, Council Van Bramer for that wonderful
introduction and today is our cerenonial. This is a
cel ebration of Garifuna American Heritage Month, from
March 11, 2014 through April 12, 2014 we are going to
cel ebrate the Garifuna people. M Garifuna brothers
and sisters, | am so honored because | represent nmany
of you in the Bronx and when you think about the
Garifuna conmunity you think about the contributions
t hat have been nade; we know that the Garifuna
communi ty has been through enornous chal |l enges, al
of you that represent St. Vincent, Ni caragua,
Honduras and Belize and the Garifuna people, to ne,
represent strength, represent courage, represent
bravery, represent the fact that you continue to
strive to be the very best you can. W here in the
City Council recognize the grow ng diversity across
our city and |I'mespecially honored to not only
i ntroduce this resolution before the City Council,
but nake sure that our Council recognizes the
i nportant and inval uable contributions of the
Garifuna people -- business | eaders, entrepreneurs,
community leaders -- all of the work you have done to

cel ebrate your culture, your heritage and the fact
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STATED MEETI NG 20

that you are a part of Anerican history. W are
t hankful for your presence today and |I'm delighted
that we are joined by ny coll eagues here, Counci
Menber Andy Cohen of the Bronx, Council nenber Andy
King of the Bronx, Council Menber Robert Cornegy of
Br ookl yn, and Council Menber Daneek M Il er of Queens,
Counci | Menber Donovan Ri chards of Queens and Counci
Menber Debi Rose holdin' it down for Staten Island.
And we are all here because we want to cel ebrate the
Garifuna heritage, and over the next 30 days we wl|
nmake sure that we have events in our conmunity in the
Bronx and in the City that will speak to the culture,
we will celebrate each other as brothers and sisters
and today is an exciting day and we al so have our
M nority Leader here, Vinny Ilgnizio, who | wanna
recogni ze, [background comment] and the Public
Advocate, our amazing Public Advocate, Letitia Janmes,
as well as our Speaker, Mlissa Mark-Viverito. So
wi thout further ado, | would like to pass the
m crophone over to our Speaker to give us wel com ng
remarks. Thank you so nuch

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TG | will defer; I'm

alittle bit obviously on skates right now, | wll
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STATED MEETI NG 21
defer to our Majority Leader, who's been doing a
great job standing in, to say a few words.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Thank you
very nmuch; obviously everyone knows the Speaker has
had a very serious incident in her district; she is
just back for 30 seconds, literally, so catching her
breath and so on behalf of the Speaker and all of the
Council, we're so grateful to Council Menber G bson
for honoring the Garifuna American community and al
of those in the conmmunity, in her district; | have
had the privilege of visiting Belize and Cuat enal a
and enjoying your beautiful, beautiful cultures and
countries and we're so grateful for this opportunity
to have all of you here and so many col |l eagues to
cel ebrate your contributions. And with that, [l
ask the Clerk to read the proclamation and then the
Counci| Menmber wi Il [background coment] |et us know
who' s gonna speak.

CITY CLERK: Council, Gty of New York
Procl amati on. Wereas, the Council of the Gty of
New York is proud to cel ebrate Garifuna Anerica
Heritage Month as we honor Garifuna Coalition USA,
Inc. for its outstanding service to the conmunity.

And whereas, we cel ebrate March 11th through Apri
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STATED MEETI NG 22
12th as Garifuna- Arerican Heritage Month to recognize
t he enduring contributions of Garifuna Anericans to
the fabric of New York and pay tribute to the conmon
culture and bonds of friendship that connect the
United States and Garifuna countries of origin. And
whereas, the Garifuna are an ethnic group of m xed
ancestry descendents of Carib, Arawak and African
peoples living along the Caribbean coast in Belize,
Guat enmal a, Ni caragua, Honduras and St. Vincent and
the Grenadi nes. And whereas, today New York City is
hone to the |l argest Garifuna popul ati on outsi de of
Central Anmerica, with nore than 200, 000 people living
in the South Bronx, Brownsville and East New York and
Br ookl yn and Manhattan's Upper Wst Side. And
whereas, the Garifuna USA Coalition, the GCU
services as a vital resource, forum advocate and
voice for the Garifuna immgrant community. In 2009
GCU opened the Garifuna Advocacy Center on East 149th
Street in the heart of the South Bronx. The Center's
vol unteers provide information, educational services,
net wor ki ng opportunities and cultural events for the
Garifuna conmunity through an agreenent w th Phipps
Comuni ty Devel opnment Corporation, a 35-year-old

mul ti service provider of educational, vocational and
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communi ty devel opnent prograns. The Garifuna
Advocacy Center mekes referrals and avails comunity
menbers of English as a second | anguage and GED
cl asses and other critical services. And whereas,
the GCU al so supports smaller Garifuna organi zati ons
and has brought 10 with specific youth and wonen
constituencies into the coalition. GCU provides
organi zati onal capacity buil di ng workshops in topics
rangi ng fromfiscal nanagenent to nedia
comuni cations. And whereas, GCU Voter Registration
Canpai gn seeks to engage conmunities in the political
process by registering and nobilizing new voters to
the polls. The organi zation provides voter education
and registration information in |ocal areas where the
Garifuna gather, including parks, festivals, socia
events and organi zations. Now therefore be it known
that the Council of the Cty of New York comrends
Garifuna Coalition USA for its work and hereby
proclainms March 11th through April 12th, 2014 to be
Garifuna Anerican Heritage Month in New York City.
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito, Speaker for the Entire
Counci | ; Vanessa L. G bson, Council Menber 16th
District, the Bronx.

[ background comrent, appl ause, cheers]
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COUNCI L MEMBER d BSON:  And on behal f of
the Garifuna Coalition | want to bring up Sul ma Arzu-
Brown, our Executive Director of the Garifuna
Coalition. Congratul ations.

[ appl ause]

SULMA ARZU- BROWN:  Good afternoon
everybody. First and forenost | would like to
acknowl edge Council Menber Vanessa G bson for being
the first council nmenber to bring us here to the
Chanbers. You have contributed to our history and
are already continuing to wite our story. This
really proves that New York is not a nelting pot, but
a salad bow full of very colorful antioxidants.
[laughter] Okay. | amextrenely grateful because |
came here from Honduras at the age of 5; grew up the
Bronx and there were tines where | thought we wll
never | eave the Bronx, but not only are we here,
we're here strong, we have representatives and the
Garifuna Coalition has managed to bring together al
Garifunas from Belize, Guatemala, N caragua and
Honduras. [laughter] And not only that; we've also
brought the first generation Garifuna Anericans,

M. N xon Arauz, who's part of our [background

comment s] youth | eadershi p devel opnent program the
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[ speaki ng foreign | anguage] Youth Leadership Program
and this is extrenely inportant because we want
everybody here to witness because we are a culture of
traditions, we pass our stories on from one
generation to another, so this will continue to |ive
with us. So we appreciate you and we thank you.

[ appl ause, background comrent s]

SULMA ARZU- BROWN:  Thank you. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: And the president
of the Board, the Garifuna Coalition, a good friend
of mne who |I've worked with over the years, M. Jose
Avi | a Franci sco.

JOSE AVI LA FRANCI SCO.  Thank you Counci
Menmber; it's really...[ background comment] [| aughter]
That's ny Council Menber, by the way. [l aughter]
It's quite an honor and thank you very much for this
occasion. It's inportant for ne to nention the fact
that the reason that we...[interpose, background
comment] celebrate Garifuna American Heritage Mnth
fromMarch 11 to April the 12th has to do with the
fact that 217 years ago our ancestors were forcibly
deported by the British fromthe Island of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines to an island called

Roat an, off the coast of Honduras. Eventually they
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negotiated with the Spaniards, who allowed us to nove
into the mai nl and, we kept walking to the Atlantic
coast; that's how we ended up in Belize, Guatenala
and Ni caragua and through the process of inmgration,
begging in the 30s, as nerchant marines, that's how
we ended up in New York, so what's inportant is that
even t hough we have been mgrating to New York since
the 1930s, New York doesn't really get to know us
until March 25th, 1990, the Happy Land Social C ub
fire, 87 victinms; 50 of those were Garifunas and that
was how New York realized that we were here and the
questi on was, who are these people; how | ong have
t hey been here? And that is the significance of this
proclamation, is the fact that we started this in
2009 and we |ike to describe it as, it's our way of
uplifting our community from obscurity to the
pi nnacl e of recognition.

Counci | Menber G bson, we are really
grateful of bringing us to the New York City Counci
Chanbers; | al so wanna acknow edge our friend, Maria
del Carnmen Arroyo, Council Menber Arroyo, who has
been a supporter of our youth |eadership program our
offices are just across fromher district office, so

she is a friend, and many others and | just nention,
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Counci| Menber Palma, who is nmy district...she's ny
Counci| Menber, so we're very pleased; thank you very
much for this occasion and we're very honored, and
again, we continue to lift our community and this
will contribute for the next generations, because one
of the things, one of the fears out there is that our
comrunity, our heritage is at the verge of
extinction; this will guarantee that it will not be
extinct. Thank you.

[ appl ause, cheers]

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: So with that,
that will end cerenpnials for today and this was
Counci | woman G bson's first cerenonial; she did a
great job [cheers, applause] and | would ask everyone
to get together and we'll take a photo. So Counci
Menbers and if everyone fromthe community woul d get
really close and really tight and we'll take a photo
with all of us. [background comrents]

[ pause]

MALE VO CE: Can we clear the floor
pl ease? Can we please clear the floor? Thank you.

[ background coment s]

[ pause]
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MALE VO CE: Ladies and gentl enmen, can
have your attention please? Can | please have your
attention? At this tinme, please place all cel
phones, all cell phones and el ectronic devices to
vibrate. WIIl all non-Council enployees, all non-
Counci | enpl oyees pl ease | eave the nmain floor of the
Chanbers; you could have a seat in the bal cony.
Thank you for your cooperation.

[ gavel ]

[ background conmmrent s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease rise for
t he pl edge.

MALE VO CE: Al rise.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. | pl edge
all egiance to the flag of the United States of
Anerica and to the republic for which it stands, one
nati on under god, indivisible, with Iiberty and
justice for all. Roll call.

C TY CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO:  Here.

CITY CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Present.

CITY CLERK: Cabrera. Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Here.
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C TY CLERK:  Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Here.

ClI TY CLERK: Const ant i ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Her e.

CI TY CLERK: Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Present.
CITY CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: Here.
CITY CLERK: Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO.  Present.
CI TY CLERK: Deutsch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Dickens. Dronm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  Here.
CITY CLERK: Espinal.

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Eugene. Ferreras.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Here.
CTY CLERK:  Garodni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Centile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Here.
CTY CLERK: G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Present.

29
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CITY CLERK: Geenfield. Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

[ background coment s]

CI TY CLERK: Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Here.
Cl TY CLERK: Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Present.

CITY CLERK: King. Geenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Di ckens.

FEMALE VO CE: Dickens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Here.

ClI TY CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Pr esent

Cl TY CLERK:  Koslow tz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMVAN:.  Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Levi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN.  Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Levi ne. Mai sel .

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Here.

30
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CTY CLERK: Matteo.
COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEGQ, Here.

CITY CLERK: Mealy. Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Present e.

CITY CLERK: Mendez. Mller.
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Here.
CITY CLERK: Pal ma.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Reynoso. Richards.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Present.
CITY CLERK: Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Here.
CITY CLERK: Rosent hal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Here.
CITY CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Here.
CTY CLERK: Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Here.
CITY CLERK: U rich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Here.

[ background coment ]

CI TY CLERK: Vacca.

31
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COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Here.
CI TY CLERK: Val |l one.
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
CITY CLERK: Weprin. WIIians.
COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: Yes.
[ background comrent s]
CTY CLERK: Wi Is.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Present.
CITY CLERK: 1Igni zio.
COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZI O Here.
CITY CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Here.

WIls.

CITY CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO.  Here.

C TY CLERK: Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Here.

32

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease rise for

the invocation delivered by Rev. Dr. Karen Daughtry,

Past or of House of the Lord Church at 415 Atlantic

Avenue in Brooklyn, New York.
MALE VO CE: Al rise.
MALE VO CE: Quiet please.

REV. DR. DAUGHTRY: Before we do

t he

invocation, |'msure that we all know about the
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events that happened this norning;, tw people are
dead, others are missing and injured; let's just have
a monent of silence that we m ght renenber whatever
i's going on there.

[ pause]

REV DR. DAUGHTRY: Thank you. G ving
honor to god this norning and he's the head of ny
life and | thank god for being invited here today to
give the invocation; | wanna pay special tribute to
t he Speaker and to the Public Advocate for this
auspi ci ous occasion. W also want to renenber the
events of the m ssing plane, those people that we
don't know what happened to; they are sonebody's
relatives and so we want to renenber themthis
nor ni ng.

Let us bow our heads. GCh god our help in
ages past, our hope for years to cone, our shelter
fromthe storny blast and our eternal hones. Mbst
graci ous god, first I wanna say thank you on behal f
of all of those that are gathered there today, thank
you for life itself, thank you for the many bl essings
you have bestowed on us, thank you for food, shelter
and rai nment and thank you for the neasure of health

that we enjoy which enables us to fulfill our
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callings. Thank you for meani ngful famly, friends
and for all of the bountiful blessings. Thank you
for giving us creative mnds and for the ability to
make decisions that will affect the society in which
we live. Thank you for the opportunity to be
i nvol ved in useful work and for the honor of bearing
appropriate responsibilities. 1In the scripture you
have said that you have established governi ng bodi es
in order to pronote peace, order and justice;
therefore, | pray for our Mayor, for the various
levels of City officials and in particular, for this
assenbl ed Council. |'masking that you would
graciously grant themw sdomto govern amd the
conflicting interests and issues of our tines, grant
them a sense of the welfare and the needs of our
peopl e, grand them a keen sense, a keen thirst for
justice and righteousness, grant them confidence to
know what's good and fitting, grant themthe ability
to work together in harnony even when there is honest
di sagreenent; help them oh god to strive for all that
is wthin thensel ves to be m ndful of your command to
remenber the w dows, the orphans; help themto be
m ndful of those that are nunbered anong the

oppressed, the downtrodden, the left out and the
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| ocked out; help themto be m ndful that god requires
both justice and nmercy. Hallelujah. And help them
to make decisions that will alleviate oppression.
Whatever is found, help themto [ift up the
downt r odden, enbrace the | ocked out and the left out.
| pray for the agenda set before themtoday; | ask
you and | beseech you to give themto know wi thout a
shadow of a doubt that things that they will govern
on today wll benefit those with whomwe |ive and
work around in our beloved Cty. And lord, at the
end of this day, and at the end of this day,
particularly with all that's going on even during
t hese past weeks, give each one of them personal
peace in their lives and joy in their task know ng
that you are pleased with their |abor, for we ask
t hese bl essings and we give these thanks in the nane
of our creator and let us all say anmen, anmen, anen.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
St eve Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Thank you Madane
Public Advocate; | would Iike to thank Dr. Daughtry
for her years of service and | w sh her continued

success in leading her mnistry and her congregation,
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and with that I would |like to notion to spread the
invocation in full upon the record.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you. On
behal f of Council Menber Rosie Mendez, there's a
notion that the mnutes of the Stated Meetings of
January 8th...[interpose]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Madane Public
Advocate, if I could ask for a nmonent, | would I|ike
Counci| Menber Inez Barron to say a few words.

MALE VO CE: Quiet please.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council menber
Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you Madane
Speaker; Madane Public Advocate. | had to rise,
because the pastor who delivered the invocation today
is nmy personal pastor, she is the pastor at The House
of the Lord Church; she's just beginning her
pastorship officially with this year, but for 52
years she has been the first |lady of The House of the
Lord Church because she is in fact the wife of the
Rev. Dr. Herbert Daughtry, whom|'m sure many of you
know. | first met her in 1975, she operated the day
care center where ny son went when he was 2 years

ol d; based on what | sawin her life then, | joined
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the church and I've been a nmenber there since 1975.
She was assigned to ne as ny personal big sister and
wal ked me through nmuch of what it needs to be able to
stay steadfast, so she has operated nany
organi zati ons, she operated a stellar day care center
whi ch received national acclaimand | certainly
didn't wanna mss this opportunity, so | want to say,
Past or Daughtry, | salute you for your intelligence,
your beauty, your steadfastness, your humlity
bal anced by your audaci ousness and thank you for al
that you do and | pray that god will continue to
bl ess you. Thank you so nuch

[ appl ause]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Motion...On behal f
of Council Menber Rosie Mendez, a notion that the
M nutes of the Stated Meetings of January 8th,
January 22nd and February 4th, 2014 be adopted and as
printed. Messages and Papers fromthe Mayor.

COWM TTEE CLERK: M 0035, submtting
Meera Joshi for appointnent to the Taxi and Li nousine
Conmi ssi on.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Rule, Privileges

and El ecti ons.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Conmuni cati on
fromCty, County and Borough O fices. My we have
qui et in the Chanbers pl ease.

MALE VO CE: Quiet please. Keep it down.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Conmmuni cation fromCity, County and Borough O fices.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Petitions and
Conmmuni cati ons.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Land Use Call -
Ups.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0036.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Roll call.

Cl TY CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Cabrera. Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Yes.
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CI TY CLERK:  Cornegy.
COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Crow ey.
COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Cunbo.
FEMALE VO CE: Cunbo.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO.  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Deutsch.
COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Di ckens.
COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.
CTY CLERK: Dromm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Espinal.
COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Aye.
C TY CLERK: Eugene.
COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE:  Aye.

ClI TY CLERK: Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Aye.

ClI TY CLERK: Gar odni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Gentil e.
COUNCI L MEMBER CGENTI LE: Aye.

CI TY CLERK: @G bson.

39
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COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: | proudly vote

ClI TY CLERK: G eenfi el d.

COUNCI L MEMBER CGREENFI ELD:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: Aye.
CI TY CLERK: King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG  Aye.

Cl TY CLERK:  Koo.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Counci |

MALE VO CE: Peter.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Aye.

CITY CLERK: Koslowitz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Yes.
CI TY CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN.  Aye.

C TY CLERK: Levi ne.

Menmber

40
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COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Aye.
ClTY CLERK:  Mai sel
COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Matteo.
COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  Yes.
CITY CLERK: Mealy. Menchaca.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Mendez. Mller.
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Aye.
C TY CLERK:  Pal na.
COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Reynoso.
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSQO:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: R chards.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Rodri guez.
COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Rose.
COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Rosent hal .
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL:  Aye.
[ background coment s]
CITY CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.
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[ background comrents, |aughter]
CITY CLERK: Treyger.
COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Urich. [background
U rich.
COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Yes.
CITY CLERK: Vacca.
COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA:  Yes.
CITY CLERK: Vall one.
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Wepri n.
COUNCI L MEMBER VEEPRI N:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: W Iiams.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.
CTY CLERK: W Is.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Yes.
CITY CLERK: Mendez.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ:  Yes.
C TY CLERK: Ignizio.
COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZI O Yes.
CITY CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Yes.

CITY CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TO | vote aye.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Today's Land Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of
49 in the affirmative, O in the negative.
Communi cati on from Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO  Thank you Madane
Public Advocate. | wanna say good afternoon, buenas
tardes to everyone. First and forenost, | really
wanna thank Rev. Daughtry for her invocation and her
nonment of silence...if people could please...
[ background comrents] Can we pl ease ask...[crosstal k]
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Chanbers...
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. people to take
their seats? Thank you. | wanna thank Rev. Daughtry
for her words and the nonent of silence in reference
to the explosion that happened this norning, as nmany
of you may be aware that has happened in ny district,
a half-a-block fromny district office, five bl ocks
fromwhere | live, and so | wanna thank all the
col | eagues for your words, your concerns; | wanna
thank the staff for really stepping up to the plate;
| wanna thank the Adm nistration and all the first
responders; it's an unfortunate situation; it's
probably the worst that |'ve seen in ny district

where you have an expl osion that took down two
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buil dings that are residential buildings, that we're
still trying to assess and account for everyone that
was there. | wanna thank the Mayor personally for
comng up to the scene and for his |eadership and his
confort to the famlies; we've been using our office,
our district office as a command post for the NYPD
and the FDNY; there have been those inpacted and
af fected who are | ooking for nore information who
have conme through our door, so it is still anxious
time and I will be going right back up to ny district
after this; it's a sad nmonment; we've had two deat hs
reported and many, many people are hospitalized and
still people unaccounted for. So |I thank everyone
for their concern and your thoughts and prayers are
definitely appreciated and woul d encourage, as we've
been saying, that anyone that is seeking information
to call 311 until the hotline nunber is set up.

So having said that, we obviously are
here today and I wanted to tal k about a couple of
i ssues that are inportant to today's agenda. So
today's Stated Meeting we will be introducing new
| egislation to bring nuch needed accountability and

regulation to New York City's car wash industry.
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The proposed | egislation would do the
following: require car washes in New York City to
obtain a yearly license fromthe Departnent of
Consuner Affairs; ensure car wash busi nesses foll ow
| ocal, state and federal |aws; protect workers,
consuners and the environment from unethical and
unl awful practices; require licensed applicants to
provide detailed informati on about their business
practi ces and show proof of conpliance with
appl i cabl e | awns.

As sone of you may know, this has been a
very inportant issue to ne for sone tine; |'ve
participated in nultiple Council hearings on the car
wash industry in the past and it's past tinme to take
sone serious action on the issue.

Last week | joined Attorney General FEric
Schnei derman to announce a $3.9 nillion settlenent
with a chain of car washes that systematically
under pai d enpl oyees and engaged i n other unethica
busi ness practices to the detrinent of workers,
consuners and the public. Their violations dated
back to 2006 and it took until |ast week to reach an

agreenment to which their | ow wage enpl oyees, close to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 46

1,000 of them wll finally receive some restitution
for their unpaid wages.

| appl aud Attorney Ceneral Schnei derman
for his great work in the settlenment, but it is
outrageous that anyone, especially a | owwage worker,
is only now being paid wages that were earned as | ong
as eight years ago. This legislation will allow the
City to take proactive steps in nonitoring the
i ndustry and ensuring that these types of problens
are addressed nmuch nore quickly by requiring that car

wash busi nesses obtain yearly licenses fromthe

Departnment of Consuner Affairs. So | |ook forward to
working with the Council, with ny coll eagues to pass
this bill and I'mexcited that we are able to get the

ball rolling today.

Today we'll be voting al so on approval of
two of Mayor de Bl asio's appointnents to the Conflict
of Interest Board today.

The Rules Committee has heard fromthese
appointees and it is recommendi ng that the Counci
vote to approve them so they can get to work serving
the Gty. |In addition, the Council is exploring
| egislative options to pass refornms which wll

prohibit Conflicts of Interest board nenbers from




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 47
fundraising for elections, not only within New York
Cty, but also on the State and Federal |evels.

There's a great deal of enthusiasmfor
this plan fromthe Rules Commttee and the
Admi ni stration has indicated an openness to
di scussing these reforns. This is a plan that we'll
be | ooking further into in the near future and |
definitely wel cone input fromny coll eagues as we
pr oceed.

Al'so, | just wanted to nention a couple
of celebrations that are happening in these Chanbers,
t he upcom ng Monday coming up is of course St.
Patrick's Day and on Wdnesday, March 19th we're
having our Irish heritage celebration right here in
t he Council Chanbers. G eek independence day is on
Tuesday, March 25th and the Council will be holding a
cel ebration in the Chanbers to commenorate that
occasion. And then two days later, on March 27th,
we' Il be cel ebrating Bangl adeshi independence, once
again, here in the Council Chanbers. And |ast but
not |east, on March 31st we'll be cel ebrating Wonen's
H story Month.

Al so, | do wanna recogni ze, in ternms of

ny comments; sorry that I'mjunping around a little
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bit, but with regards to the situation in my district
earlier today, | do wanna thank personally ny
col | eague, our coll eague, Council Menber Dickens for
joining ne up in the district today.

Lastly, I"Il just say that, before we
nove on, we do have probably a rare occasi on where
two col | eagues are celebrating their birthdays on the
same day, so we wanna definitely recogni ze that
Counci| Menmbers Andy King and Council Menber Ritchie,
Torres, also fromthe Bronx, so now two fromthe sane
day, two fromthe sane borough; | don't think that's
gonna happen very often, but we definitely wanna...

[ appl ause] wi sh them a happy birthday. And with that
we end conmmuni cation fromthe Speaker

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: CQur thoughts as a
Cty Council are with those who lost their |ives and
those who are injured and their famlies and our
t houghts and prayers are with you, Madanme Speaker.
And happy birthday to Council Menber King and Torres.
Di scussi on of General Orders, Council Menber
WIllianms. No, never...

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: M bills?

MALE VO CE: Yeabh.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Ch.

[ background coment] No, | wanted to tal k about
bills that | am..[interpose, crosstalKk]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Thank
you. Thank you. Report of Special Conmittees.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Reports of
St andi ng Conmmi tt ees.

COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmittee
on Fi nance, Preconsidered Reso 0109, transparency
reso.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Order.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered LU 25 and
Reso 014 and LU 26 and Reso 0125.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Order.

COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmittee
on Land Use, LU 19 and Reso 0126, Zoni ng anendnent.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Order.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Commttee

on Rules, Privileges and El ections, M8 and Reso
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0127, approving the appointment of Richard Briffault,
Conflict of Interest Board.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 19 and Reso 0128,
approvi ng the appoi ntment of Fernando A. Bohor quez,
Jr., Conflict of Interest Board.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Order.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Ceneral Order
Cal endar .

COW TTEE CLERK: Resol uti on appointing
various persons, Conm ssioner of Deeds.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Order and at this time | ask for Roll Call on
all itens that are Coupled on the General Order
Cal endar.

CITY CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Cabrera. Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:.  Aye.

C TY CLERK:  Cohen.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG
COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Constanti ni des.
COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:
CI TY CLERK: Cor negy.
COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Crow ey.
COUNCI L MEMBER CROWALEY: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Cunbo.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Aye.
Cl TY CLERK: Deutsch.
COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Di ckens.
COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Dromm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Espinal.
COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Eugene.
COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Ferreras.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Gar odni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye.

CTY CLERK  Gentile.

Aye.

51
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COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Geenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

C TY CLERK: Johnson

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: Aye.

C TY CLERK:  Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Aye.

CITY CLERK: Koslow tz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER  Request
perm ssion to explain ny vote. Thank you. First of
all, Madane Speaker, our heart goes out to you and
everyone in your district. And | just wanna say one
word nore about the two CO B noninees that we're

voting for today, Richard Briffault and Fernando
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Bohor quez, both really excellent nom nees, Briffault
in particular, Colunbia |law professor, |ong history
wor ki ng on ethics work and Bohorquez, a real rising
star -- PRLDEF, Fund for Mdern Courts -- a great
l[itigator. W noted during our hearing; we asked a
| ot of questions that... M. Bohorquez has done sone
fundrai sing that presented questions that we wanted
to ask and |I'm pl eased that he provided a letter that
was distributed in the Conmttee, making clear that
he will go beyond the requirenents of his COB letter
and not fundraise in any races that inplicate Gty
el ected officials, even if they are for state or
hi gher office, but | also wanna recognize the
| eadership of the Speaker and of the Conmittee in
general pushing to close a | oophole that this
essentially identified in the Ethics Law so that in
the future for all COB nenbers we will be able to
have an even hi gher |evel of ethics and nmake sure
that no conflicts arise through fundraising. So
thanks to the Commttee for identifying this issue,
to the Speaker for her support in helping start it
noving forward and to the staff for getting to work
on the issue; | vote aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
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C TY CLERK: Levin.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN.  Aye on all
CITY CLERK: Levine.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Aye on all
CITY CLERK:  Mnui sel
COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Aye on all
CITY CLERK: Matteo.
COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG: Aye on all.
CITY CLERK: Mealy.
COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Aye. [background

Yes; can | have perm ssion to vote on al

Land Use and General Orders? May |, Madane?

aye on all.

Mendez.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Thank you. | vote

Cl TY CLERK: Menchaca.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye on all
ClI TY CLERK: Mendez.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Mendez. Rosie

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ:  Yes.
Cl TY CLERK: Cabr er a.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA:  Aye.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Ckay.

al | .

Torres.

STATED MEETI NG

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: He sai

d aye.

Land Use Call-Ups; how do you vote?

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Aye o

n all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Mller.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Aye on
CITY CLERK: Pal ma.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO  Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Ri chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye...aye on

CITY CLERK: Rodriguez.

all.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Rose.
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE:  Aye.

ClI TY CLERK: Rosent hal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Aye on all.

CI TY CLERK: Torres.

55

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMDES: VWhere's Torres?

[ background comrent s]
COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.

CTY CLERK: Treyger

Sorry.
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COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Aye on all.

CTY CLERK: Urich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Yes.
CITY CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Val |l one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Wepri n.

COUNCI L MEMBER VPRI N:  Aye.

CTY CLERK WIIians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.

CTY CLERK: WIIs.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Igni zio.

COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZI O Yes.

CI TY CLERK: Van Bramer.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Aye on all.

CITY CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Aye.

56

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: I ntroduction and

Readi ng of Bills.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERITO All bills are

referred...[interpose, background conment ]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: All itens on
today's Ceneral Order Cal endar were adopted by a vote
of 51 in the affirmative, O in the negative and O
abstentions. Revised Land Use Call-Ups are adopted
by a vote of 51 in the affirmative; 0 in the
negative. Introduction and Reading of Bills.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERITO Al bills are
referred to Conmttees, as indicated on the Agenda.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Resol utions.
Okay. Now Ceneral Discussion. Council Menber
Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Testi ng.
Testing. Good afternoon Madane Speaker, Madane
Publ i ¢ Advocat e.

On January 23rd of this year, 4-year-old
Syneir Talley-Jasper wal ked out of a bat hroom near
hi s public school classroom opened the door and
found hinmself on a sidewal k i n Bedf ord-Stuyvesant.
Al one and without a coat on a freezing day, this pre-
K student had the presence of mind to nmake his way
home; thank god he reached his apartnent conpl ex
safely. This occurred just days after the remains of
Avont e Qguendo, an autistic student who left his

school through an unal arned side door |ast Cctober
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were found on a waterfront in Queens. Qur whole city
prayed for Avonte and grieved his loss along with his
famly. So you can imagi ne the range of enption that
Syneir's parents felt considering the harmthat m ght
have befallen their son, and now i magine this fact;
Syneir's school had no idea that he was m ssing until
his parents informed themof this fact. This is
dangerous and unacceptable and | have since | earned
that this was not an isolated incident. Syneir's
parents have called for nore; our children deserve
nore and as a parent and an elected official | fee
conpelled to do nore. Today |'mintroducing a bill
to require the Departnent of Education to instal
audi bl e alarnms on all exit doors in public school
bui | di ngs housing el ementary school and District 75
prograns. This sinple, safe neasure would al ert
school personnel to an unauthorized departure during
the school day, allowing themto better protect the
vul nerabl e children entrusted in their care. This is
a critical safety inprovenent that can be
acconpl i shed quickly and affordably. |In fact, the
principal of Symeir's school acted quickly to install
on the doors in that building, at the cost of only

$139 per door; nowis the time to inplement this
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change citywide. | urge you to join me in requiring
Departnent of Education to nake this reasonable
investnent in the safety of New York City's public
school children by co-sponsoring the Audi bl e Al arns
Bill. 1 amjoined today by one of the nost
courageous and brave young people |I know, Syneir
Tal | ey-Jasper, his nother, Quantasia Jasper, his
father, Rondell Talley and his great-grandnot her,
Mary Jasper.

[ appl ause]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Wl cone to the
Chanbers and thank you for all that you do. Counci
Menber Wi ans.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you
Madane Chair; | just wanted to draw attention to
t hese couple of bills that | have; there's quite a
few, [background comments] there's a nunmber that |
wanted to speak about. One -- the gun violence
resolution; | ask ny colleagues to sign on; it's
basically mrroring a resolution we put forth | ast
year [background comments] and one that Karim Camara
and Ruth Hassell-Thonpson in the State are putting
forth to make June Gun Vi ol ence Awar eness Mnt h;

thank you for all who were able to attend the press
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conference today and |I'm hoping that we will be able
to expand on the gun viol ence House bills that we
have avail abl e right now and provi de sone nore
fundi ng and just nake sure that people are aware and
doin' the things that we can do to hel p prevent gun
vi ol ence.

Al so, | have a Local Law that w ||
provi de consuners of a breakdown of the price,
i ncluding any adm ni strative service or any other fee
charged by the used car deal ership; does not include
tax and registration. This actually canme froma
personal experience trying to shop for a used car and
was astoni shed by the difference in price that was
advertised and the price that | wal ked in to purchase
the car for. After nmy fifth one, when the car was
bait and switched or it just was $5,000 difference, |
expl ained that | worked for the Cty in different
capacities and they sat down and explained to ne the
i ndustry-wi de way that this works and hopefully this
will curb it alittle bit.

Next is the requirenment of Police
Departnment to submt Council reports of service
provider to private entities, provide the Counci

will full scope and nature of police services,
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preventing and detecting crine, enforcing the |aw,
providing in private sectors...|"msorry, in private
settings.

And the |last one is the Hotel
Notification Bill; again, this cane from persona
experience; a hotel that we believe woul d' ve been a
hot sheet notel was about to be built as-of-right;
and because the conmmunity wasn't notified properly we
were able to stop it; I'"'mhoping it'll prevent others
from being built.

Lastly, | wanna thank Council Menber
Cabrera for bringin' the hip hop celebration here; it
was very exciting to nme; hip hop neans a lot to ne in
ny experience, conmunities that have been underserved
and not paid attention to, [bell] it provided such a
great outlet, as well as...it goes back to slaves who
were given scraps and created delicacies; in the
Cari bbean we took oil drums and created steel pan
nmusi c; here were able to take...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Can you bring
your comments to a close, sir?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: | gotcha...we

were here to...we took cardboard boxes, stol en
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el ectricity and m crophone and created a billion
dol l ar industry. Thank you again...[crosstal k]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Rosenthal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Thank you
Public Advocate; | appreciate the opportunity to
speak today. |'m asking ny colleagues to sign onto
Intro 0171, which I"mhoping will be called Cooper's
Law, to renenber Cooper Stock, a 9-year-old boy who
when crossing the street was killed by a taxi driver
due to failure to yield. This bill would
automatically suspend the license and automatically
call on the police to investigate the reason for the
death and if it's found upon investigation that the
death was caused by failure to yield, then the taxi
driver's license would be permanently revoked; this
is sonmething that the Gty Council could to through
the Gty's Adm nistrative Code; | would hope that the
Cty Council would, upon passing this bill, urge the
State to do the sane with drivers license. Cooper
Stock's famly, needless to say, has been devast at ed,
their life has been changed conpletely and | would
appreci ate your considering co-sponsoring the bil

today. Thank you




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 63

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Espinal.

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Today |'m
introducing a resolution in support of State
| egi slation that would | egalize the use of electric-
assisted bicycles in New York. The State |egislation
woul d amend the State Vehicle and Traffic Law to
i nclude electric-assisted bicycles in the definition
of bicycles and thus pernmit their use. Mny people
will benefit, from people who nmake food deliveries
for a living, virtual cyclists, to people who have
heal th problens. New York remains one of the states
that has not inplenented the Federal standards
established in 2002 that set parameters for electric-
assisted bicycles. To ne it just doesn't nake sense
for the State to maintain the status quo. The use of
el ectric-assisted bicycles can have positive effects
on New York City's econony and environnent; it is a
node of clean transportation and I ask ny col |l eagues
to join nme in supporting this neasure. Thank you
Madane Public Advocate.

PUBLI C ADVOCCATE JAMES: Thank you, sir.

Counci |l Menber Johnson.
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COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Thank you Madane
Public Advocate. | rise today to speak about Intro
0144. This is a bill that would require new and
existing residential high-rise buildings to instal
emer gency voi ce and al arm comuni cation systens in
conpliance with existing sections of the Building
Code. Specifically, this bill would renove existing
exenptions for new residential high-rise construction
from existing Building Code requirenments and extend
those sane installation requirenents to existing
residential high-rises over the next two years. It
woul d further require the posting of informationa
pl acards alerting tenants to these systens in public
and conmon areas. The unnecessary |loss of life due
to the lack of comrunication between first responders
and victinms can be avoided and it is inportant that
we ensure each building is equipped to alert tenants
to safety, precautions and devel opi ng i nformati on.
Evacuating a high-rise residential building in an
energency can pose serious threats to the safety and
lives of residents. On January 5th of this year a
three-alarmfire caused panic in ny district at 500
West 43rd Street, a high-rise residential building

called The Strand, when flanes shot out of a 20th
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fl oor apartnent, heavy snoke quickly filled the
energency stairwell, which clainmed the Iife of a 27-
year-old young man named Dani el MC ung and
critically injured his husband, a 32-year-old nman
named M chael Todd Cohen. Had there been a systemin
pl ace to comuni cate with building residents, in the
energency stairwells instructions that coul d ve been
given to tell residents to use a different stairwell,
go back to their hones, Danny woul d be alive.
Intuition tells us to | eave our apartnments during a
fire, but not everyone knows if they live in a
fireproof building; an enmergency conmuni cation system
in stairwells allows critical real-tine information
to be communi cated during a fire; this will allow
first responders to correspond with residents,
telling themto stay or go. [bell] | ask ny
coll eagues to sign onto this bill, and one | ast
t hi ng, Madane Public Advocate, in 1999 there was the
Macaul ay Cul kin fire which clained three lives in a
simlar fashion; Mayor Guliani, Deputy Mayor Lhota
and the Fire Conmm ssioner at that tine nmade simlar
recomrendati ons that |'m making today. [interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.
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COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Thank you very
nmuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Thank you
Col | eagues, today | ask for your support for Intro
0170; it's a bill that would retroactively require
secondary power for lighting for egress paths and
el evators. W have all read of the tragedy that can
occur when people fall into elevators during power
outages. The purpose of this bill is to ensure that
all emergency power systens conply with New York City
Bui | di ng Code regul ations, it woul d address issues
t hat devel op between the City code cycles and prevent
any dangers that occur when a sudden | ack of
electricity occurs. Please join nme in ensuring the
safety of our citizens with Intro 0170. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.
Counci | Menber Mark Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Thank you Madane
Public Advocate. | wanna call your attention to two
intros; first, in a state where our city has no right
to control its own mninmmwage, it's own tax rates,

it's own rent | aws, even by the standards of such a
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state, the fact that we have no control over where we
place red |ight caneras is sinply absurd and
i ndefensi ble. W have a pilot program now that has
pl aced six red light cameras in front of schools and
inthe first two weeks of their operation they found
nearly 1,000 speeders, which testifies to the scale
of a problem These are six canmeras for over 1,000
school buildings; Intro 0117 would call upon the
State to grant us the power to set the nunber and
| ocation of speed caneras in New York City.

Secondly, | wanna call your attention to
an intro that gets at the problemof inequity in
funding for our park system in fact, it's accurate
to say that we have a tale of two park systens in New
York Gty in which a small nunber of parks receive a
| arge anmount of private funding while the broad
nunber of 1,900 parks in the City are underfunded and
under - mai ntained. And Intro 0154 would require the
Parks Departnent to report on a park by park basis
t he noney spent on mai ntenance and capital
expendi tures, which would allow us as a | egislative
body for the first time to accurately gauge the scale
and scope of inequality in our park system Thank

you.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Laurie Cunbo.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Thank you Madane

Chair. | just wanted to bring to everyone's
attention; on March 31st, as many of you know, on
Monday, we will celebrating our Wonen's Hi story
Mont h, which will be a cul mnation of all of the
amazi ng and powerful and inportant events that have
been happeni ng not only here, but also throughout New
York CGity. So lI'mcertainly |ooking forward to al
of the participation, along with my wonen's caucus
menbers, Council Menber Crowl ey and Council Menber
Mealy and the entire dynam c 15, who have been
neeti ng throughout our term and we certainly want
everyone to participate; this is going to be an
incredible event; we're certainly going to raise the
bar on wonen's issues and bring it to new | evels and
new heights this year. So what |I'masking for is for
the participation of all the nenbers; we're gonna be
aski ng each and every one of you to recomend a
dynam ¢ worman in your district who is either |eading
the charge in education, legislation and all of these
different things that wonen are chall enging the

systemon so many ways. So | hope that you all wll
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participate; again, it'll be Monday, March 31st and
we | ook forward to seeing each and every one of you
and | look forward to the dynamc 15, as well as al
51 Council Menbers being here and excited for this
very special event. Thank you and | | ook forward to
your participation.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Ben Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGS: Thank you Public
Advocate. M heartfelt w shes and prayers with the
residents of Council Menber Viverito's district and
anything that ny office to the south can do to hel p,
we hunbly extend our assistance.

| am here today to request the sign-on of
nmy col | eagues on ny Introduction, No. 0149, also
sponsored by Council Menber Brad Lander. CQur
| egislature, in large part, is here to pass |aws, but
where do they go once we pass thenf? How are those
who are governed by themable to gain access to these
new | aws? They're currently accessible through
third-party vendors who receive excl usive access to
our law which they sell at a profit to | awers,
| obbyi sts and those that can afford it. M first

online hacktivism[sic] as a |l awer was to put the
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| aws online at Wkilaw. org, which eventually becane
JurisPedia.org, but now we can fix it in government.
| hope that ny colleagues will join nme today in
setting our laws free by putting them online.

| also wanted to speak to anot her
I ntroduction, our...sorry; another Resolution. Qur
Cty Conptroller, Scott Stringer, served on his |ocal
comrunity board when he was just 16; in ny
Governnental QOperations Conmittee hearing on best
practices for conmmunity boards we | earned that having
16- and 17-year-olds on community boards was in fact
a best practice, so please join ne in signing onto
Resol ution No. 115 and | amjoined as a sponsor on
that with Council Menber Mark Levine and | believe
Counci|l Menber Ritchie Torres, so please join us on
maki ng the comunity boards nore accessible. Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.
Counci | Menber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you Madane
Public Advocate. Today | rise to ask ny coll eagues
to sign onto Intro 0162; this would require an
envi ronnmental assessnment to determ ne the density of

devel opnent in any of the flood-prone areas that is
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now known as Zone 1. After Sandy there were areas
t hat have been targeted for devel opnent and
essentially were putting people back in harnms way and
sonme big devel opnents, and | think we need to
determ ne how we can get people out of the area and
reach safety, but we should not be building really
enornous big building if the...you know, if the area
cannot manage that nmany people in a Zone 1 area.

And | al so ask ny coll eagues to signh onto
Intro 0164; this was a bill by Manhattan Borough
President, Gale Brewer, which is extending J-51 tax
benefits to any owners who will put green roofs in
their buildings. So thank you very nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.
Counci | Menber Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Thank you Madane
Public Advocate. | wanna thank ny fell ow nmenbers of
the Aging Conmttee who participated in a great first
hearing on el der abuse earlier this nonth. At the
hearing we heard excellent testinonies from
gover nnent agenci es and organi zati ons who are
currently working on the front |ine protecting our
seniors fromabuse. As a followup to this hearing

["mintroducing two resol utions today and one




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 72

introduction related to el der abuse. Resolution 105
wi th Council Menber Vallone in support of Assenbly
Bill 7892 and State Senate Bill 6221, which would
strengt hen protection for ol der adults agai nst
financi al abuse by allowi ng a banking organization to
refuse to conduct transactions requiring the
di sbursal of noney into an account of a vul nerable
adult if there is reason to believe that financia
exploitation has occurred or may occur and
aut hori zi ng banks to provide record access to | aw
enforcenent if there's a reason to believe that a
vul nerabl e adult is being exploited. Resolution 106,
whi ch calls upon the New York State Legislature to
pass | egislation requiring mandatory reporting of
suspect ed el der abuse so that professionals who work
with seniors will be nandated to report el der abuse
if they believe it is occurring. Many states in the
United States have already begun to create these
protections. Many types of professional classes are
al ready required to report child abuse and it's tine
to extend the sanme protection to our seniors.

I["malso introducing Intro 0129 with
Counci| Menber WIlianms to expand protection for

tenants agai nst tenant harassnment b increasing fees
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for tenant harassnent and creating an online record
of | andl ords who have conmittee tenant harassnent
against their tenants. This is a piece of
legislation that is very inportant for senior tenants
who are particularly vul nerable to tenant harassnent
and | ask ny colleagues to join ne. [bell] Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

Counci | Menber Rodri guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you. |
would like to invite ny colleagues to pay attention
to two legislations that |'mintroduci ng today. One
is Intro 0167, a Local Law to anend the
Adm nistrative Code of the City of New York in
relation to prohibiting certain exhibition behavior
with notorcycles in the streets of New York City.

And the second one is a Local Law to
anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City of New York
inrelation to safer arterial streets.

In another note, I also would like to
send a prayer to the famlies who | ost those nenbers
at 116 and Park Avenue, but today's explosion al so
hi ghli ghts the need for infrastructure inprovenents.

This just happened one day after the Center for Urban
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Future released a report citing the need for $47
billion in order to make inproving infrastructure
that in some cases has not been touched for 100
years, such as gas pipes, water pipes, roadway
bridges and tunnels. So it is an energency that we
pay attention as a city to get federal, state and
city dollars so that we can nmake all the
infrastructure i nprovenents that we need in order to
avoi d an explosion as such as the one that happened
at 116 and Park Avenue to happen in other comrunities
across New York Cty. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you. And
lastly, Council Menber G eenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you.
M. Wllianms, if you wouldn't mnd, thank you very
much; appreciate it, sir. | ask ny coll eagues today
to join onto two pieces of legislation that I am
introducing; the first is Intro 0140; it's a Loca
Law to anend the code of the Cty of New York to
| ower the speed limt on New York City's side
streets. The second lawis a resolution that woul d
support the Mayor's initiative to | ower the speed
limt all across the City to 25 mles per hour.

These of course are significant itenms within Vision
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Zero; | will point out that the first law, aside for
requiring lower speed limt on side streets would
also in fact require the designation of seven slow
zone in New York Gty and woul d require sl ow zones
around our public schools as well. So in essence,
what these two pieces of legislation do is; the first
is, it supports the Mayor's initiative; we certainly
hope that Albany will finally agree with our
contention that New York City should be in charge of
its own speed limts, but if for sone reason Al bany
does not do that, which I know woul d be shocking to
all of us, | have Intro 0140, which woul d...what we
are currently allowed to do, which is we would | ower
the speed limts on those side streets. So |
encourage all ny colleagues to join our support for
Vi sion Zero by co-sponsoring Resolution 111 and
I ntroduction 0140. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you. W
now st and adj our ned.

[ gavel ]

[ background coment s]
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