TRANSCRI PT OF THE M NUTES

Ot

STATED MEETI NG

HELD AT:

BEFORE

he

February 26, 2014
Start: 1:15 p.m
Recess: 3:15 p.m

Counci | Chanbers
City Hall

MELI SSA MARK- VI VERI TO
Speaker of the Counci
LETI TI A JAMES

The Public Advocate

COUNCI L MEMBERS:

Maria del Carnen Arroyo
Inez D. Barron

Fernando Cabrera
Margaret S. Chin

Andr ew Cohen

Costa G Constantini des
Robert E. Cornegy, Jr.
Eli zabeth S. Crow ey
Laurie A Cunbo
Chaim M Deut sch

I nez E. Dickens

Dani el Dromm

Raf ael L. Espi nal

World Wide Dictation 545 Saw Mill River Road — Suite 2C, Ardsley, NY 10502
Phone: 914-964-8500 * 800-442-5993 * Fax: 914-964-8470

www.WorldWideDictation.com




COUNCI L MEMBERS:

( CONTI NUED)
Mat hi eu Eugene
Jul i ssa Ferreras
Dani el R Garodnick
Janes F. Gennaro
Vincent J. CGentile
Vanessa L. G bson
David G Geenfield
Vincent M lIgnizio
Corey D. Johnson
Ben Kall os
Andy L. King
Peter A Koo
Karen Koslowitz
Rory 1. Lancnan
Brad S. Lander
St ephen T. Levin
Mar k Levi ne
Alan N. Mai sel
St even Matteo
Dar |l ene Mealy
Carl os Menchaca
Rosi e Mendez
|. Daneek M I er

Annabel Pal na

Ant oni 0 Reynoso
Donovan J. Richards
Ydani s A. Rodriguez
Deborah L. Rose

Hel en K. Rosent hal
Ritchie J. Torres
Mar k Treyger

Eric AL Urich
Janmes Vacca

Paul A. Val |l one
Janmes G Van Braner
Mark S. Weprin
Jumaane D. WIIlians
Ruben Wl s




APPEARANCES (CONTI NUED)

Ludger Bal an
New York 26th United States Col ored Troops
Hi storical Interpreters

Wl lie Cooper
Descendant

Dr. Mal col m Beech

Pr esi dent

United States Col ored Troops
Li ving Hi story Associ ation

Estiven Rodriguez

Honor ary Student

Washi ng Hei ghts Expeditionary
Lear ni ng School (WHEELS)

Princi pal
VHEEL S

Rev. T. K. Nakagaki

The Interfaith Center of New York
Pr esi dent

Buddhi st Council of New York




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 4

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  ..everybody; this
is nmy first official cerenonials, so [appl ause,
cheers] it may be a little bunpy, but we'll figure it
out. | wanna wel cone everybody here; we have two
cerenoni al s today that we are gonna do, one by
Counci | Menber Jumaane Wllians -- |'mvery excited
about this one -- and the other one by Council Menber
Ydani s Rodriguez. So Council Menber Jumaane WI I i ans
wi Il be conmenorating the New York City Bl ack
Regi nent of the G vil War, which is represented by
the USCT, a historical interpreters group; we wll be
honoring this group as part of the commenoration
surroundi ng the 150th anniversary of the Cvil War,
whi ch was from 1861-1865 and with that 1'Il pass it
on to Council Menber Jumaane WIIians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you
"1l ask everybody if they can stand and |'d like to
call the 26th Infantry of the United States Col ored
Troops. [background comrents, whistle] Okay. So
this is the 150th anni versary of the New York Col ored
Troop Reginent in the United States Cvil War. |
wanna thank M. Ludger Balan for bringing this to ny
attention; there was...200,000 free nmen of African

heritage fought in the Cvil War, 4,000 of them were
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STATED MEETI NG 5
from New York; they made up the 20th, the 26th and
the 31st reginents -- this is a reenactnent of the
26th -- these nen fought and gave their lives to a
country that didn't even care to acknow edge t hat
they were fully human bei ngs; they were about three-
fifths a person at that tinme. New York reginents
recruited black soldiers fromaround the world,
including Haiti, Dom nican Republic, Jamaica, Cuba,
Trinidad, Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Barbados,
Canada, Cape Verde, and Native Anmericans from Long
Island. It's hard to inmagine the courage it took to
put one's life at risk for a country that at the tine
fought to continue the brutal, inhumane institution
of slavery, and keep in mnd that these troops still
suffered the injustice of being black in Arerica and
you have to |l ook no further to novies |ike "12 Years
a Slave" or the novie "G ory" to inmagine what it was
i ke. Frederick Dougl as said,

"Once let the black nman get upon his person the brass
letter, US., let himget an eagle on his button and
a nusket on his shoulder and bullets in his pocket,
there is not power on earth that can deny that he has
earned the right to citizenship." There are nmany

descendants that |ive and work anong us today,
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STATED MEETI NG 6
actress Vanessa Wllianms is a direct descendant of a
26t h USCT veteran from New York, New York 1 anchor
Cheryl WIIls' great-great-great grandfather fled his
sl avermaster and joined the USCT. W are proud to
honor their nenory today by presenting the 26th
Regi ment USCT Hi storical Interpreters, |ed by Ludger
Bal an, who will say a few words shortly.

Bef ore i ntroduci ng Lugar | wanna present
this proclamation that he has in honor of those who
fought and died to help create what we now know i s
the United States of America. |'m happy to introduce
a resolution to declare February 2014 USCT nonth and
| wanna say thank you again...is he gonna read the
proc or he's gonna say sonmething? And so |I'd |ike
the...ask the Cerk to read the proc, please.

CITY CLERK: Thank you. Council, Gty of
New York Proclamation. [crosstalk]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVMS:  You can sit
down.

CITY CLERK: \hereas, in celebration of
African-Anerican Hi story Month the Council of the
City of New York is very proud to conmenorate the
150t h anni versary of the New York Regi ment United

States Col ored Troops and to honor the New York 26th
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STATED MEETI NG 7
USC Historical Interpreters, who are bringing their
stories to life today. And whereas, the United
States Col ored Troops, the USCT, was formed in 1863,
whi ch was conprised of nore than 200,000 free nen of
di verse African heritage who joined the Federal Arny
and Union Navy to fight in the Cvil War. Through
cour ageous battles and countl ess sacrifices they |ed
humanity to a victor that hel ped put an end to
sl avery and save the Union. On February 27th, 1864,
three USCT regi nents were founded in New York GCity,
the USCT 20th, 26th and 31st. And whereas, over
4,000 free bl acks served in the New York reginents,
all of whom were reined on the East River and
mlitary bases of that era on R kers and Hart 1|sl and.
Enli stees were born near and far, not only from
around the United States and Canada, but also Haiti,
t he Dom ni can Republic, Jamaica, Cuba, Trinidad,
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Barbados, and Cape
Verde, as well as Native Americans from Long Island.
Denonstrating true American character, they sought
beyond their own backgrounds to work together in
comon pur pose, correct an unjust past and | ead our
country toward a brighter future. And whereas, today

nore than 200 USCT troops are interred at ceneteries
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STATED MEETI NG 8

i n Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island, Long Island, and
Upstate and their descendants live in all five
boroughs and beyond. Their hard-won progress is also
brought to life by the New York 26th USCT Hi storical
Interpreters, a New York City-based group of
dedi cated Cvil War aficionados who provide
educati onal prograns, denonstrations, talks at |iving
hi story events, classroons and battle reenactnents to
comrunities in New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and
Pennsyl vania. Now therefore be it known, that the
Council of the City of New York comends the New York
26th USCT Hi storical Interpreters for their work and
proudly honors the New York Regi nent of the United
States Col ored Troops 20th, 26th and 31st in
cel ebration of their 150th anniversary for their
out st andi ng service and contributions to the
community. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker for the
Entire Council; Jurmaane D. WIIlians, Council Menber
45th District, Brooklyn; Jimy Van Braner, Counci
Menber 26th District, Queens.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: M. Balan. And
| al so wanna say, we kinda put it together quickly,

but I would |like to take the liberty to say thank you
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STATED MEETI NG 9
on behal f of the BLAC as well, who |I'm sure woul d
have wanted to participate in this and |'msorry we
rushed it through, but definitely on behalf of the
BLAC and of course, we wanna thank Speaker Ml i ssa
Mark-Viverito for helping us get this done.
[ background coments] GCkay. | wanted to recognize
The Public Advocate Tish Janmes; for a second
forgot she's The Public Advocate and | saw other City
Counci | Menber [l aughter].

LUDGER BALAN: We'd like to thank...l wear
many hats in New York City; |'m gonna keep ny
conversation pretty brief; I'll turn over the mc to
our colleagues in the back. But first of all 1'd
like to thank the Council man, Jumaane W Il ianms, who
had the great vision to help bring this together;
been working for a few nonths to have this honorary
nonment for these really special group of people
during a tine in history who...there could not be any
greater warrior in and of our tine, any greater cause
for war than the war to fight for freedom

Wth that | wanted to take the
opportunity to introduce you to sone...we're not just
living historians; anong us there are al so

descendants from 26th USCT, there's a descendant from
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STATED MEETI NG 10
the 36th USCT and many of these fol ks have gone out
you know and did a |lot of work and published books to
tell the story. You know, why do we do this? | have
a long history of education in New York Gty, like I
said, wearing different caps, teaching different
things; we found that it was very inportant to teach
hi story. You know in history we | earn about what
we' ve done in the past, so we can have sonet hi ng,
sonme kind of a construct to devel op what we can do
better in the future. So if we do not |learn from our
past, we will repeat it again and again. So we think
the Gvil War is an inportant conversation to have,
especially today. So it's very inportant for us;
we're very honored today to be recognized for our
work and our efforts. Wth that | would like to pass

the mic to our first descendant, which is M. Wllie

Cooper.

[ appl ause]

WLLIE COOPER: Hello everyone, thank you
for the invitation; my name is Wllie Cooper; | was

born in Wndsor, North Carolina; |I'mthe youngest
child of eight; ny father, U ysses Cooper, and ny
not her, Augustine Basil Cooper. U ysses Cooper was

the ol dest child of Martin Cooper and Ann Reed. Ann
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STATED MEETI NG 11
Reed was the daughter of George Reed and Ann Reed.
Ann Reed was the daughter of Blunt Barnhill and Sarah
Barnhill. Blunt Barnhill and George Reed were
privates in the 36th Reginment. That regi nent was
raised in North Carolina, known as the 2nd North
Carolina Colored Volunteers. M great-great
grandfather, Blunt Barnhill, was wounded; he entered
the war in Portsnmouth, Virginia, along with nmy great
grandf at her; he was wounded and di scharged at Poi nt
Lookout, Maryland in 1864. My great grandfather
served a full three ternms from 1863 to 1866, being
di scharged in New Ol eans, Loui siana.

These sol di ers fought...had the
distinction of fighting in the 36th regi nent, which
was raised in the southern states of Virginia and
North Carolina. Also, they were a ngjority, not free
men; they were escaped sl aves, who escaped from
near by plantations and farnms and joi ned the Arny.

The 36th had the distinction of being the first
infantry to enter the Confederate capital of

Ri chnond, Virginia. Just one other thing; | see this
fanous gentl eman over here with this Butler award on
his chest, that Butler award was awarded by Maj or

General Benjamn Butler for the heroics of the
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STATED MEETI NG 12
soldier, fallen Arny of the Janes. M grandfather's
reginent was parley [sic] reginment; they also had the
di stinction of winning two congressional nedals
hi ghest honors this country could offer and those
soldiers' nanes were Ml es Janmes, Corporal Mles
Janmes and Private Janmes Gardner. Thank you

[ appl ause]

LUDGER BALAN: Thank you. I'd like to
turn over the mc to...you know every nmlitary,
alright, needs an admralty, sol'd like to turn over
the mic to our admralty of the regent.

DR. MALCOLM BEECH: Good afternoon and
t hank you very nuch. My nane is Dr. Ml col m Beech
and |'m President of the United States Col ored Troops
Living Hi story Association; it's a national
organi zation of historic interpreters, scholars,
reenactors; storytellers, and what we do is talk
about the bravery, the heroismof the African-
Anericans that freed thenselves during the Cvil War
and it's very inportant that we do talk about it and
it's great to be here in New York City to cel ebrate
the 150t h anni versary of the 26th New York. And we'd

like to al so recogni ze sonme of the descendants of




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 13
some of the nenbers of the Carr famly of the 26th
and the 36th US Col ored Troops.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: | just wanna
say thank you again for the work you're doing; thank
you for the descendants for hel ping keep the | egacy
going and | think that ends the cerenobny; say thank
you agai n; | wanna give a shout-out to my nother
Patricia WIliams, who' s sonmewhere in the back over
there. [cheers, applause] Thank you guys.

[ pause]

[ background conmmrent s]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Thank you for
that, Council Menber WIIians.

The next and | ast cerenonial for today is
Counci | Menber Ydanis Rodriguez, who will be
presenting a proclamation to Estiven Rodriguez...any
famly relationshi p? [background coments, |aughter]
No. kay, alright. [laughter] W're all famly,
we're all famly. [background comrent s]

So Estiven Rodriguez is a 17-year-old
Washi ngt on Hei ghts Hi gh School senior who was
menti oned by President Cbhama at the State of the

Uni on Address where he was a guest in the box of
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STATED MEETI NG 14
First Lady Mchelle Cbhana -- wow, what a privil ege.
Estiven is a student at the WAshi ngton Hei ghts
Expedi ti onary Learning School, WHEELS, and is ranked
fifth in a class of 100. Ww [cheers, appl ause]
He has earned a full conpetitive scholarship fromthe
Posse Foundation to attend Di ckinson College in
Pennsylvania in the fall. Estiven arrived fromthe
Dom ni can Republic eight years ago and at that tine
he did not speak English and he has been incredibly
inspirational in all that he has acconplished.

Two nonths ago he led a narch of his
senior class to the post office so that they could
mail out their college applications, and nuch of his
wor k and acconplishnents by Estiven is due to his
hard work and dedi cation, the great teachers, an
i nnovative tutoring program and a wonderful schoo
environment. So with that, great to have you here
[cheer] and I'I| pass it on to Ydanis Rodriguez.

[ appl ause, conment s]

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Wl | thank
you, Madane Speaker for allowi ng us to recognize
Estiven. Estiven goes to WHEELS and WHEELS has 100
percent of the students getting into college,

[ background comrents] so they take coll ege readi ness
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STATED MEETI NG 15
very seriously. Every year they walk to the post
office, so the students don't have any choi ce on when
they bring the application, because they walk with
them every year. So...[ background comment, | aughter]
I"'mthere...so | would like to wel come Estiven
Rodri guez of WHEELS Hi gh School in Washi ngton
Hei ghts. Estiven is a young man fromny native
Dom ni can Republic who nmany of you nay recognize as a
student acknow edged by President Barrack Chama
during his State of the Union Address earlier this
year. Estiven and his peers are exanples of how hard
work and comm tnent to education can open up SO nmany
doors. As announced by President Barrack Cbamma,
Estiven Rodriguez has been granted a full schol arship
at Di ckinson College in Pennsylvania this year.

[ appl ause, cheers] This after he arrived in this
country at nine years old, not speaking any English;
this is also a testament to his famly and his
teachers who have pushed himto this |evel of

excel lence. He ranks fifth in his class and is
primed for an amazing future. Hs story is a story
of so many imm grants, young people in our conmunity,
i ncluding nyself. Thank you, Estiven, for naking us

all very proud of you, [cheers, appl ause]
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STATED MEETI NG 16
congratul ati ons, 00:18:24 [ Spanish]. Now can we get
a clerk to please read the proclamation?

CITY CLERK: Council, Gty of New York
procl amation. [background conmments] Wereas, the
Council of the Gty of New York is proud to honor
Estiven Rodriguez as a nodel student and to
congratul ate hi mupon being celebrated for his
academ c achi evenents during President OGhanma's 2014
State of the Union Address. And whereas, Estiven,
the son of Dom nican inmmgrants, arrived in the
Unites States at the age of nine. Although he knew
very little English, he had the anbition, guidance
and dedi cati on needed to work hard and becone one of
the top students in his high school class. And
whereas, Estiven currently a high school senior has
been rewarded for his commtment with a full tuition
four-year Posse Foundation Schol arship to attend
Di ckinson College this fall. And whereas, Estiven's
exception acconplishnents have been cel ebrated by
Presi dent Barrack Cbama on two occasions, one in his
2014 State of the Union Address and in his speech at
the Wiite House's Col |l ege Qpportunity Sunmt on
January 16th. And whereas, outside of school Estiven

has participated in the Engagi ng Lati nos Comrunity
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for Education, ENLACE Program a nulti-year cohort
programthat provides high-achieving Latino students
wi th advanced acadenic enrichnent in STEM science,

t echnol ogy, engineering and math, [background
comments] critical witing and other college
preparatory disciplines at Lehman Col | ege. And
wher eas, Estiven Rodriguez is a dynam c nenber of his
school conmunity who excels as a student athlete and
a nmenber of the school's math club, soccer team and
track team And whereas, Estiven's extraordinary
acconplishnments confirmthe essential truth that with
the right support everyone, regardl ess of background
or circunstance, can achieve their dreans as far as
their talents can take them Now therefore be it
known, that the Council of the Cty of New York
proudly honors Estiven Rodriguez for his outstandi ng
achi evenents and for inspiring us all to strive
toward our very best. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker
for the Entire Council; Ydanis Rodriguez, Counci
Menmber 10th District, Manhattan

[ cheers, appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:

Congrat ul ati ons.
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STATED MEETI NG 18
ESTI VEN RODRI GUEZ: First of all, | wanna
thank the Gty Council for the achievenent and the
award and | al so wanna thank nmy school and ny famly,
because wi thout them| wouldn't be here. And | have
wor ked hard, but |I know there's also a | ot of
students that are watching and they know...and they
have worked as hard as ne and to be honest, | also
think that they al so deserve the sane award. Thank

you. [background comrents, appl ause]

PRI NCl PAL OF WHEELS: |'mthe princi pal
of Estiven's school and | feel |ike a proud parent
today, as | have for the last nonth. | wanna thank

Counci| Menmber Rodriguez, Speaker of the City Counci
and all City Council Menbers for your wonderfu
support of our school and I wanna give a speci al
shout-out to all of our teachers who are not here but
have a huge role in preparing Estiven and all of our
students for the success that they have. Thank you
very, very nuch

[ background comrents, appl ause]

FEMALE VO CE: | also wanted to thank
Estiven and the Gty Council on behalf of New York
City Qutward Bound schools. W have a network of

public schools of which WHEELS i s one of them and
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STATED MEETI NG 19
there's one or nore in every borough of New York City
and Estiven is a wonderful role nodel for all the
students, they've all been watching this very closely
and very excited and the college march that was
tal ked about was started at WHEELS and now it takes
pl ace in every single one of those 11 schools on the
sanme day every year and | see a | ot of counci
menbers who have cone in the past; | hope you al
conme agai n next Decenber; | know Jurmaane, you were
there in the past at Kurt Hahn, and hope to see you
there, so invitations will go out.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you

[ background comrents, appl ause]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Al right and that
concl udes cerenoni al s.

[ background cheers, appl ause]

[ pause]

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TO.  Alright, we're
gonna get started. [interpose]

MALE VO CE: Ladies and gentl eman; can
have your attention please? Can | please have your
attention? Quiet on the floor, please. Quiet on the
floor, please. [background comrent] CQuiet.

[ background coment ]
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[ gavel ]

MALE VO CE: At this tine, can you pl ease
pl ace all cell phones and pagers to vibrate and w |l
all non-Council enpl oyees, non-Council enployees,
pl ease | eave the main floor of the chanbers; could
have a seat upstairs in the balcony. Thank you.

[ pause]

PUBLI C ADVOCCATE JAMES: All rise for the
Pl edge of All egi ance, please. [background comment s]
Quiet in the chanbers; please all rise for the Pl edge
of Allegiance. [collective Pledge of Allegiance I
pl edge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of
Anerica and to the Republic for which it stands, one
nati on under God, indivisible, with Liberty and
Justice for all. Thank you. Roll call. [background
comments, |aughter]

CITY CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Here.

CTY CLERK: Barron. Cabrera. Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N Here.

CI TY CLERK: Cohen

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Here.

CITY CLERK: Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Her e.
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CI TY CLERK:  Cornegy.
COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Present.
CITY CLERK: Crowl ey. Cunbo.
[ background coment s]

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: May we have

qui et? Quiet please and...[ background comrents,

| aught er ]

Gar odni ck.

G eenfi el d.

Cl TY CLERK: Deut sch. Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Here.

CTY CLERK: Dronmm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Here.

21

CITY CLERK: Espinal. Eugene. Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER GAROCDNI CK:  Her e.

CITY CLERK: Gentile. @G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Here.
CI TY CLERK: Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Here.
CITY CLERK: King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Present.

CITY CLERK: Koo.
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COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Koslowitz. Lancnan.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMVAN:  Present.

Cl TY CLERK: Lander. Levi n. Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Here.

CITY CLERK: Maisel. WMtteo. Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Presente.
CITY CLERK: Mendez. Barron.
COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Here.

CITY CLERK: Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Here.

CI TY CLERK: Espi nal

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Here. Here.

CITY CLERK: Thank you. Gentile.
COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Here.
CITY CLERK: Ml ler.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER:  Present.
C TY CLERK:  Pal na.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO:  Here.
CITY CLERK: R chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Present.

22
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CITY CLERK: Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Here.

ClI TY CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE:  Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Rosent hal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL:  Here.

CITY CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Here.
CITY CLERK: Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Here.
CTY CLERK:  Urich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Here.
CI TY CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Here.
Cl TY CLERK: Deutsch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Val l one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
CTY CLERK: Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VPRI N:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Wl i amns.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Here.

23
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CTY CLERK: WIIs.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Present.

COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZI O Here.

CITY CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Here.

Cl TY CLERK:  Mai sel .

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Here.

CITY CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Aqui .

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: | f we may have
sonme quiet in the chanbers for the Invocation
delivered by Rev. T. K. Nakagaki, The Interfaith
Center of New York and the President of the Buddhi st
Counci | of New York.

MALE VO CE: All rise please.

REV. NAKAGAKI: Okay. First of all,

t hank you very nuch for inviting me to do a Buddhi st
| nvocation for today. What | would like to do is the
silent neditation and so as you stand, nmaybe try to
stand, relax and your back straight and foll ow your
breath, breathe in and breathe out slowy and deeply.
[ bel I]
As you breathe in you nay invite your

god, your Buddha, truth, energy to yourself. And as
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you breathe out you may relax yourself free fromthe
tensions, fromgreed, anger, jealousy, pride and
sel f-centeredness and extend | oving ki ndness to al
I'iving beings.

[ bel 1]

May all ascension beings be happy, well
and peaceful, may we all free fromsuffering, may we
all be free frompain, may we all be free from
attachnent from greed, anger and ignorance. My we
all attain ultimte happi ness and peace of
enl i ght ennent through the gui dance of Buddha's w sdom
and conpassion and may your mndful action bring
peace and wel | -being to ourselves as individuals, to
our conmunity and to our city and blessing to you
all. Thank you. Arigato.

[ background conmmrent s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Thank you. | now
call upon Council Menber Levine to spread the
I nvocation in full upon the record. My we please
have qui et as we hear from Council Menber Levine.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVINE: Dono arigato Dr.
Nakagaki. |'mso pleased to say that you hail from
the 7th Council District...[interpose]

MALE VO CE: Quiet please.
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COUNCI L MEMBER LEVINE: The reverend...
[i nterpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Quiet in the
chanber .

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: The reverent Dr.
Nakagaki is a Buddhist priest, ordained in the 750-
year-old Jodo Shinshu tradition of Japanese Buddhi sm
He hails from Tokyo, Japan originally, arriving to
the United States in 1985 as an overseas mnister,
serving first with the Seattle Buddhi st Church, later
at the Parlier Buddhist Church and finally here in
New York at the New York Buddhist Church. He is
president of the Buddhist Council of New York, a Vice
President of The Interfaith Center of New York, which
is located on Riverside Drive and 120th Street,
Clergy on Call for Colunbia University, Comunity
Clergy Liaison for the New York City Police
Departnment and religious advisor to the Japanese-
Anerican Lions C ub

Since 1994 Rev. Nakagaki has organi zed an
interfaith peace event to commenorate the Hiroshina
and Nagasaki atom c bonbi ngs. He organized the

annual 9/11 Menorial Floating Lantern Cerenony from
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2002 to 2011 and was featured on WNYC S Brian Lehrer
Show for this work.

In 2012, follow ng the tragedy of the
W sconsin Si kh Tenpl e shooting, Rev. Nakagaki and
other community | eaders in New York City responded
t hrough a remarkabl e show of interfaith solidarity at
a vigil in Union Square, enphasizing the shared
humani ty between those of differing religious and
political beliefs. | amso please he was able to
join us today. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Adoption of
M nut es.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Messages and
papers fromthe Mayor

COWM TTEE CLERK: M 0021, Prelimnary
Mayor' s Managenent Report.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Recei ved,
ordered, printed and filed.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0022, Prelimnary
Expense Budget.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Fi nance.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0023 through M 0025

on the next page, Supporting Schedul es.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Fi nance.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0026, Contract
Budget .

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Fi nance.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0027, Capital Budget.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Budget.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0028, Capital
Conmi t nent Pl an.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Fi nance.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0029, City Debt and
Reserves.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Recei ved,
ordered, printed and fil ed.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Communi cati on
fromthe Cty, County and Borough Ofices.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Petitions and
Conmmuni cati ons.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Land Use Call -
Ups.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0030 through M 0034.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on Call -

Up Vote. Roll call.
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CTY CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQ [ background

comment] Aye.

you vot e?

CITY CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA:  Aye.
CI TY CLERK:  Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:.  Aye.

Cl TY CLERK:  Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Constanti ni des.
COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Here.
FEMALE VO CE: Crow ey.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Crow ey, how do

Cl TY CLERK: Cunbo. Deut sch.
COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Aye.
Cl TY CLERK: Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.
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C TY CLERK: Dronm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROVW  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Espinal.
COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Eugene. Ferreras.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Garodni ck.
COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Centile.

COUNCI L MEMBER CENTI LE:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: G bson. Geenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:

Cl TY CLERK: Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: Aye.
CITY CLERK: King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Aye.
Cl TY CLERK:  Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Aye.
CITY CLERK: Koslow tz.
COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMVAN:  Aye.

30
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C TY CLERK: Lander.
COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Levin.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN.  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Levine.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Mui sel .
COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Matteo. Mealy.
COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY:  Yes.
CI TY CLERK: Menchaca.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Mendez. Mller.
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Aye.
Cl TY CLERK:  Pal na.
COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Reynoso.
[ gavel ]

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO:  Aye.

31

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: May we have qui et

in the chanbers? Could you pl ease cl ose the back
door please? Thank you. [background coment]
CITY CLERK: R chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye.
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CITY CLERK: Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.

ClI TY CLERK: Rose.
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE:  Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Rosent hal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.
CITY CLERK:  Treyger

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER:  Aye.
CTY CLERK:  Urich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Yes.
CITY CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA:  Yes.
CI TY CLERK: Val |l one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

CITY CLERK: Weprin. WIIlians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.
CTY CLERK: WIIs.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

CITY CLERK: Igni zio.

32
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COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZIO  Here. Yes
[ background coment ]

CITY CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Here, uh
present and yes.

Cl TY CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Here. Aye. Aye.

CITY CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO  Aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Today's Land Use
Call -Ups were adopted by a vote of 49 in the
affirmative and O in the negative. Comunication
from Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TGO  Thank you. First
of all, good afternoon to all ny coll eagues and al
those that are here in the chanbers today who have
conme to the Gty Council. At this Stated Meeting
we'll be voting on Intro 0001-A, a bill that wll
significantly expand the Earned Sick Tinme Act that
was established under Local Law 46 of 2013 and
anended by Local Law 6 of 2014.

The | egi sl ation...[ background comment s]
the legislation...can we pl ease have quiet? Thank

you. The legislation before us would do the
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followi ng: provide paid sick tinme coverage for al
busi nesses of 5 or nore enpl oyees, up from 15,
providing paid sick | eave to 355,000 nore working New
Yorkers; broaden the definition of famly nenber for
which sick tinme can be used to include grandchildren,
grandparents and siblings; institute a 2-year statute
of limtations to file a conplaint, up from9 nonths,
and i nposes a 3-year recordkeeping requirenent, up
from2 years; also authorizes the proactive
enforcenent by the Departnent of Consunmer Affairs or
any ot her agency that the Mayor designates, and
finally, this legislation was anended in response to
i npl ement ati on concerns raised by small businesses
whi ch were not required to provide paid sick tine
under the current |law, by adding a grace period for
violation of the |law for these newy covered
busi nesses during the first 6 nonths that it is
effective. Very proud that we've been able to
present this bill today for a vote; the prine sponsor
of this legislation is Council Menber Margaret Chin
who will say a few words, followed by Council Menber
MIller, who chairs the Conmttee on Cvil Service and

Labor. Council Menber Chin.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Thank you Madame
Speaker. | amproud to be the prime sponsor of Intro
0001-A to expand paid sick leave. First | wanted to
thank all the advocates who have worked for years to
see this bill passed and | wanted to thank Borough
President Gale Brewer, of course our Speaker and
Mayor de Blasio for their vision and | eadership in
seeing it done.

This bill does a nunber of inportant
t hi ngs, including expanding the definition of famly
nmenber to cover a nore nodern idea of famly,

i ncl udi ng grandparents, grandchildren; siblings and
requiring all enployers with 5 or nore enpl oyees to
be required to provide earned pay sick tine and
requires enployers with fewer than 5 enpl oyees to
provi de unpai d earned sick tine.

I"'malso glad that we were able to
address sone of the concerns of small businesses
since the last hearing, including requiring the
retention of paperwork for only 3 years, sane as the
Federal requirenent, and having a filing period of 2
years and extending the cure period to 6 nonths to

that the newy affected businesses will have the
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opportunity to correct any violations wthout
penal ty.

| know that we need to do nore in the
comng ternms to address the needs of small business
and the small business environnent in New York City
and | have pledged to do ny part to nake it a
friendlier city for our small businesses. However,
today i s about workers; other cities in the United
States that have been operating with paid sick |eave
| aw for several years. | amproud to see New York
Cty to join themtoday in safeguardi ng what shoul d
be both a public health concern and a human right;
that is the idea that if you are sick or if someone
you take care of is sick that you do not need to be
afraid that you will |ose your job or your paycheck
No New Yor ker should have to choose between their
health and their financial security, so | urge ny
col | eagues to vote in favor of this bill today.
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Thank you Madane
Speaker for the opportunity to speak on this piece of
legislation. |'mhonored by the fact that this piece
of legislation has energed from G vil Service and

Labor Conmmittee and have such a great inpact on the
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lives of working famlies throughout the City of New
York. This veto override, as was nentioned,
addresses the three techni cal amendnents of Earned
Sick Time Act and it was so eloquently articul ated by
t he Speaker and by the sponsor, so there's no need
for me to go into it any further. Just to say, as
one has testified before this Commttee many years
ago as a working single parent, this is a glorious
day for this Council to recognize the needs of
working famlies and to address it in this manner.

So | would just join themin urging ny colleagues to
vote in the affirmative for this |egislation.
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Thank you Chair

MIler and just to be clear, this is...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  |I'm sorry.
SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TG the bill...stand-
alone bill; this is not the veto override, but we'll

clarify that; it's okay.

Anot her matter that we will be voting on
is abill titled health insurance coverage for
surviving famly nenbers of certain deceased
enpl oyees of the Departnent of Environnental

Pr ot ecti on.
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This bill extends health insurance
coverage for the surviving spouse, domestic partner
and children of enployees of the Bureau of Wter
Supply who died in the Iine of duty after 2/2/14, or
February 2nd, 2014, and before February 4th, 2014.
Aron Thomas is survived by his wife and two young
children; this bill will hopefully help to alleviate
the financial burden of having himas the breadw nner
in his famly. The legislation wuld affect the
famly of New York City Departnent of Environmental
Protection workers killed by...he was killed by a co-
wor ker on February 3rd, 2014.

Any time a City worker dies in the lien
of duty we all feel that loss. W grieve along with
the fam lies who have lost their |oved ones and want
themto know that the City is forever grateful for
their service. So this is again a |egislation that
we will be passing today that was al so heard in the
Commttee of G vil Service and Labor, which is
chaired by Daneek MIler and he will say a few words
on this legislation

[ background coment s]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: May we have somne
qgui et in the chanbers please before we hear from
Counci| Menber MIler? Quiet please.

MALE VO CE: Keep it down please, keep it
down.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER:  Thank you so nuch
Madane Chair. This second bill com ng out of ny
commttee, which | would like to speak briefly on, is
the I ntroducti on which would provi de survival
benefits to the wife, 2-year-old son and the 6-year-
ol d daughter of Aron Thonas. Aron was a DEP worker,
as was nentioned, who was shot and killed while at
work earlier this nonth. |In addition to his
contributions to the City as a DEP enpl oyee, he
served his community as a firefighter and energency
nmedi cal first responder, truly giving back to that
community. He died on February 3rd, 2014 and today |
urge my coll eagues to do the right thing and grant
surviving benefits to his famly. Thank you.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TGO If we can pl ease
keep it down; | just..it's getting kinda loud in
here. Also today we'll be voting on Resol ution No.
0002, which is an anended resol ution supporting the

Cty's plan to establish high-quality universal pre-K
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for all eligible four-year-olds and high-quality
after school progranms for mddl e-school -aged yout h.
Thi s was anended and adopted by the Commttee on
Education and we'll be voting on this |ater on today,
which is the City's plan to establish high-quality
uni versal pre-K

Supporting these essential prograns
through a tax increase is the right investnent in our
children and our future as a city.

And on Friday, this Friday com ng up, |
along with several of ny colleagues will be flyering
in districts around the Cty stressing the need for
this tax to take place and we will travel to Al bany
next week to |lobby for the City's plan; that's on
Tuesday, so we woul d encourage people to sign up and
to participate.

On sone qui ck ot her announcenents, | want
to recogni ze that the updated budget schedule is
attached at the end of today's agenda; please refer
toit and to the website for any updates; obviously
the are inportant hearings -- prelimnary budget
heari ngs begi n next Wdnesday, March 5th. So we're
gonna start those hearings on the adm nistration's

proposed prelimnary budget for Fiscal Year 2015, and
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while this budget is a good start, we will be
t horoughly examining it in upcom ng hearings to
determne its inpact on New Yorkers.

And al so tonight, we would encourage
people to cone by the Gty Council Chanbers; |I'm
happy to announce that we'll be celebrating the Lunar
New Year, one of the nobst inportant holidays for many
Asi ans and Asi an- Aneri cans throughout the five
boroughs, and this is obviously inportant, since
Asi an- Aneri cans have made such trenendous
contributions to the GCity, making it the greatest
city inthe wrld. So | wanna wi sh everyone a
prosperous and happy year of the horse, which we'l]l
be cel ebrating tonight with Council Menber Chin and
Counci | Menber Koo.

And Thursday we'll be cel ebrating Bl ack
H story Month, a tinme to celebrate the influence of
African- Anericans in every aspect of our country's
life. The Council's African-Anmerican Hi story Mnth
celebration is from6-8 in chanbers; it's co-hosted
wi th a bl ack-Latino caucus, as well Public Advocate
Ti sh Janes; we wanna recogni ze that.

And al so, obviously, we wanna say naze

tov to our council colleague, David Geenfield and
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the birth...[ background comrents, cheers, appl ause]
where is...where is David; I'msorry? OCh, he's in the
back. [background conmment] Congratul ations, David,
mazel tov. [background conmments, cheers, appl ause]

And with that we end the comruni cations
fromthe Speaker

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Mazel tov,
Counci| Menber Geenfield.

Di scussi on of CGeneral Orders, including

Counci| Menber Greenfield s celebration. Seeing

none.
Report to Special Conmttees.
COW TTEE CLERK: None.
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Hol d on.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Gar odni ck

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Yeah, just wait
CGeneral Order.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Thank you

Madane Public Advocate. | amproud to join ny
col l eagues today in voting for Intro 0001-A; | was a
supporter of the original bill last term and

recogni zed what an inportant step this is for working

New Yorkers. [It's not acceptable to us as a city
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that there are so many enpl oyees who today cannot
take even a day to care for thenselves or a | oved one
when they fall ill. But as we celebrate this action
let this also be the day when we as a council commt
to focusing on the concerns that have been so clearly
expressed and repeatedly expressed from snal
busi ness people. Al of our actions to effect soci al
wel fare have cumul ative effects on small businesses
and we need to be mndful of that; that's why it
needs to be a priority of this council to find ways
to remain connected to small businesses, hear their
concerns and find ways to support themin any way we
can and |l et us redouble our efforts to do that.
That's why the Council was right tolimt the tine to
file a conplaint to 2 years fromthe 3 that were
initially proposed and we were right to dial back the
mandat e t hat busi nesses keep records from4 years
down to 3, and | am pl eased that we've given
businesses with 5 to 19 enpl oyees a grace period for
their conpliance and | hope that the de Bl asio
adm nistration will be diligent in reaching out to
smal | busi nesses during that period to ensure that
they are ready cone Cctober 1st of this year. And we

as a council should be cormitted to hearing further
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concerns fromsmall businesses as this bill becones
fully inplenented. W understand their generalized
obj ections, yes; we also need to be attuned to
consequences that we nmay not have even contenpl at ed,
and when they speak up we shoul d hear them just as
clearly as we hear the voices of too many New Yorkers
who today have not a single paid sick day to take
care of thenselves or a sick relative. | thank the
sponsor, Margaret Chin, the Speaker, Ml issa Mrk-
Viverito and I'll be voting yes today.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Johnson. Borrow Council Menber Rose's...[background
comrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: It's okay; |I'm
pi ckin' Debi. [background comments, |aughter] Thank
you for providing me the opportunity to speak today
and | wanna thank Speaker Mark-Viverito and Counci
Menber Chin and Council Menber MIler for their
| eadership on this issue and all the council nenbers
that have played a part init.

| wanna echo Council Menber Garodnick's
remar ks and concerns by saying that | whol eheartedly
support this bill and I am proud of the Council's

work and listening to all advocates and all sides of
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the issue to nake it a better bill; 1 just wanna
state to ny coll eagues and hopefully enphasi ze that |
do believe that there are nmany businesses in our city
that don't know about this and have not been educated
at this point, so it is ny hope that with the hearing
we had with Deputy Mayor G en and other fol ks from
the adm nistration, that they will in fact follow
t hrough on a real, conprehensive, thorough,
educati onal canpaign to small busi nesses through the
city who otherwi se may not have gotten the
information on this. | knowthis is an issue that's
been tal ked about for many years in the Council and I
am happy with the grace period that's been put in on
this bill, but I would say that nmany i mm grant
busi nesses, ethnic businesses, small business
t hroughout the Gty may have nore difficulty
conplying with this than other businesses and | think
it's inportant that the Council conduct strict and
fair oversight over DCA when they are doing the
educati on canpaign and |I'm happy to see that in the
Mayor's prelimnary budget he asked for an increase
in funds for DCA to be able to beef up the
educational portion of this. So I'mvoting for this

bill today; I'mproud to support it, but |I hope the
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Counci| nakes sure that small businesses who may not
conply because they don't have the information don't
suffer; are not penalized because of it. Thank you
Madanme Chair.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Seei ng none other. Report of Special Commttees.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. The Reports of
St andi ng Conmmi tt ees.

COWMWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Commttee
on Gvil Service and Labor, Intro 0001-A, enployee
sick tine.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Anended and
coupl ed on General Order.

COW TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered Intro
0098.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Order.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Commttee
on Land Use LU 0011 and Reso 0096, zoning anendnent,
Districts 4, 5 and 6.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on

CGeneral Order.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 47

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 0012 and Reso 0097
and LU 0013 and Reso 0098, zoning amendnent, District
28.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed to be
Filed Pursuant to Letter of Wthdrawal.

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 0014 and Reso 0099,
tax exenption.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Order.

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 0015 and Reso 0100
and LU 0016 and Reso 0101, sidewal k cafes.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Order.

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 0017 and Reso 0102.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Order.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Ceneral Order
Cal endar .

COWM TTEE CLERK: Resol ution appointing
various persons. Conm ssioner of Deeds.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Order and at this tinme | ask for a roll call
on all itenms on the Coupled General Oder Cal endar.

CTY CLERK: Arroyo.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Permission to
expl ain my vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYC | will be voting
no on Intro 0001-A. | think the speakers earlier
stressed the concern that small businesses have
rai sed regarding the inpact that this |egislation

wi || have on the nom and pop operations in our

communities. There is still too nmuch work that needs

to be done to address those issues; | cannot
confortably support that bill and aye on all the
rest.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Permnission to
expl ain my vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: In regards to
Intro 0001-A; | have sone serious concerns such as
has been stated by Council Menber Johnson and |
really believe that small businesses may be hurt by
this bill comng forward; | amso pleased that we're
extending sick tinme, the earned paid sick tinme and

that we're looking at the definition of famly, but
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do have concerns and |I'mwondering if perhaps as this
bill goes forth we might | ook at putting sone
anmendnents on it that would give further protections
to small businesses. Having said that, | wll be
voting aye, but | do have sone concerns on that
matter, as |'ve stated. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you. You
vote aye?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Yes.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

CI TY CLERK: Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA:  Aye.

CITY CLERK:  Chin.

COUNCIL MEMBER CHIN:  Perm ssion to
expl ain my vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: | also wanted to
t hank Council Menber MIler for chairing the hearing.
It was a long hearing and we heard froma lot of the
smal | busi nesses there and there were snall
busi nesses who al ready are providing paid sick | eave
and they think that it is also a good thing and it's
not burdensonme to them But definitely, we have to

work with Departnment of Consuner Affairs to nake sure
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that there are outreach materials in different
| anguages to all the comunities and busi nesses.

| also wanted to thank the Conmttee
staff and especially Laura Lopa [phonetic], for
really working on this with full speed and al so ny
| egislative director, Yumay [phonetic] Kidasay
[ phonetic]. And | vote aye. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Cohen

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTINIDES: 1"l be
voting aye on all, but | want to explain my vote on
0001-A. | amdefinitely proud to be standing wth

the workers of New York City, expanding their rights,
for expanding the definition of fam |y menber and

al so maki ng sure that no one shoul d have to choose
between an unfair choice, between their job or their
health. That said, | definitely |ook...and wanna
congratul ate our Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito, for

her | eadership on this inportant issue, protecting
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t he working people of the City of New York, our
Chair, Daneek Ml ler; the sponsor of the bill
Margaret Chin. | do have sone real concerns as we
roll this out. | know Queens has 2.2 mllion people,
we 168 | anguages or nore spoken in the Borough of
Queens; in nmy district that diversity is very well
reflected; |I'm hoping that we're gonna have a robust
rollout in the | anguage-appropriate materials, that
everyone knows -- that the workers know their rights
and that the owners know their responsibilities.
Additionally, 1'mlooking forward to nmaking this, as
Counci| Menber Chin tal ked about earlier, you know,
wor king on legislation to make our city nore business
friendly, working with small business and naki ng sure
that all jobs are protected. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And your vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Aye on
all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CI TY CLERK:  Cornegy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Perm ssion to
explain my vote please.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, sir.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: So the Earned
Sick Time Expansion bill did not cone before the
Conmittee on Small Business of which I'mthe Chair,
however, businesses around the Gty and their
advocat es have approached ne to express their
concerns about this bill. Although |I'ma co-sponsor,
| feel 1'd be remss if | didn't reference those
concerns in explaining nmy vote.

Smal | busi nesses that have reached out to
me, particularly those in ny district have legitimte
conpl ai nts about the Departnment of Small Business
problematic track record with outreach to business
generally and to small businesses in particular. So
they worry that the requirenents of this law will not
be tinmely and thoroughly conmuni cated and t hat
they' Il not be supported in setting up and
mai nt ai ni ng the recordkeepi ng systemthe | aw demands.
| share this worry. Small businesses have suffered
in the past when DCA has inposed duplicative and
punitive fines against them They worry that this
bill's inclusion of a proactive investigative power
for the enforcenent agency will lead to nore
aggressive and punitive enforcenent rather than

education. | share this worry as well. In the past
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few weeks |'ve attended two Civil Service and Labor
Conmittee hearings about the expanded Earned Sick
Time bill; I'm pleased about the changes that were
made i n responses to business' concerns and
specifically, the inclusion of a 6-nmonth cure period
for businesses with | ess than 20 enpl oyees and the
reduction of the statute of Iimtations for filing
conplaints from3 years to 2, but | believe that
there is nuch nore that can and shoul d be done to
support small business success, particularly as they
adjust to this new legal requirenent. Bringing those
i deas forward is ny highest priority as Snal
Busi ness Chair. [background comrent] | | ook forward
to the conversations with business owners, advocates
and | eaders that will informthese ideas. Wth that,
| offer nmy congratul ations to Council Menbers Chin
and M Il er, Speaker Mark-Viverito, Borough President
Gal e Brewer and Mayor de Blasio for their fulfill nment
of their vision to inprove the lives of working New
Yorkers. | vote aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
CITY CLERK: Crow ey.
COUNCI L MEMBER CROWALEY: Aye on all.

C TY CLERK:  Cunbo.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO | vote aye on all
on the previous Land Use Call-Ups and al so perm ssion
to explain nmy vote...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCCATE JAMES.  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO.  for 0001-A. Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO.  As a snal |
busi ness owner and having operated a business for the
| ast 15 years, | certainly support this initiative
and have always given ny workers the opportunity to
have paid sick | eave and they've never taken
advantage of that to the detrinent of the conpany.
But at the sane tine it's very inportant as that
smal | business owner; | feel that..small business
owners feel that New York City is not a friend of the
entrepreneur or a friend of the small business and I
feel that the way that we roll this out will be very
critical, as was stated by several of ny colleagues
and | think it's gonna be very inportant that we roll
this out wiwth all sensitivity and that we give small
busi ness owners once again the conpetence to know
that New York City is a friend of the entrepreneur, a

friend of the small business and that we are gonna do
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everything in our power to support them noving
forward as well. Thank you. Aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Deutsch

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: May | have
perm ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, Ssir.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: As a supporter
of small businesses I'mvoting in favor of paid sick
| eave so that workers have incentive to stay hone
when they're ill and to avoid spreading sickness to
their custoners and col |l eagues. |'ve nmade a habit of
routinely consulting with our know edgeabl e Chairman
for Small Busi nesses Committee, Robert Cornegy and
" m 1l ooking forward to working with himand
el i m nati ng unnecessary restrictions and bureaucratic
hassl es of owning a business here in New York Cty

In order for New York City to remain
great, our businesses need to flourish; no one
nmeasure can ensure the well-being of all snal
busi nesses, but we can begin to create a nore fair
system by issuing warnings in response to violation

of petty summobnses as opposed to i nmediately issuing
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a fine, as well as many other issues we need to
address that concern small businesses.

When | ooking to help consuners and
wor kers, the best way to start is by ensuring a
heal t hy and growi ng snmal | business community. So |
vote aye on 0001-A and all the others and | | ook
forward to working with our Speaker and our Chair of
Smal | Busi nesses.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

CI TY CLERK: Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Permission to
explain nmy vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMNES: Yes, ma' am

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: |' m gonna vote
aye on all; however, on 0001-A | have serious
concerns -- | salute and congratul ate Council Menbers

Chin and MIler and ny fornmer colleague in this
house, Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, who
was the catal yst who started all of it. Last year we
passed on the earned paid sick tinme; now two nonths
later we're expanding on it wthout having really
negotiated and really talked to small business that
have 5, 6; 7 enployees that will be inpacted. New

York City, Council Menber Laurie Cunmbo, has not...this
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has not been a city that has recogni zed that small
busi nesses are the catal ysts that enploy |ocal people
inthe districts and that is exactly what happens;
I'"m fearful about our small businesses; earned paid
sick tine is necessary and needed, but | join with
Counci| Menbers Johnson and Arroyo in having a fear
about passing on this expansion and not fully vetting
the process of howit is going to inpact upon those
smal | busi nesses. Having voiced that |I'm gonna vote
aye on it for the reason that Council Menbers Chin
and MIler have stated, but | think we need to
revisit it and | think we need to look at it and we
need to protect our small businesses and not cause
themto have additional punitive fines. Thank you
and | vote aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CTY CLERK: Dromm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Aye on all

CITY CLERK: Espinal.

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Permission to
explain nmy vote...

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Intro 0001-A.

Vell I"mvoting yes on the paid sick |eave bill and
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" mvery supportive of this concept because | believe
t hat everyone should have a right to paid sick | eave;
| do have a concern with the section that allows the
Mayor to designate an agency other than DCA to
enforce provisions of the bill. Such enforcenent
anbi guity has the potential of creating confusion for
both the busi nesses and enpl oyees. | believe that
t he enforcenent mechani sm should stay within the DCA
unl ess they show that they do not have the
capabilities to enforce this law. Wth those thought
son the record, | vote yes on all

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CI TY CLERK: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: | vote aye.

CITY CLERK: Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: | vote aye.

CITY CLERK: Garodni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.

CTY CLERK: Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Excused to
explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTILE: While |I support

0001-A, I'malso pleased to hear so many of ny
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col | eagues tal k about the need for some focus on
smal | business legislation that will be beneficial to
the burdens that many small busi nesses face here in
the Gty of New York. Under the old adm nistration

we were not business friendly; we have to prove to

themthat we are, and so | |look forward to a robust
set of legislation that will help small businesses;
one piece of that legislation...in retrospect, | think

maybe we shoul d have done it sooner, closer to this
bill, but nevertheless we still have tine to get that
package of legislation in. One bill that neets that
criteria is being introduced today and 1'Il talk
about it later; it's Intro 0064 on the Introduction
list and I will speak about that restaurant bill
|ater today. | vote aye on all

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: @G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote, Madane Public Advocate.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, Counci
Member .

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Thank you very
much. And | too want to join many of ny coll eagues

in expressing ny support for Intro 0001-A, because |
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think it's inportant when you tal k about expandi ng
pai d sick | eave we nmust recogni ze that no enpl oyee
shoul d have to take the day off because his or her
children are sick; it's the right concept, it's the
right thing to do. But | do wanna echo the
sentinents of other colleagues and just nmy concern
about the education that has to go behind and al ong
with inplenmentation. The fact that we represent such
di verse comunities and the fact that we have diverse
busi ness owners and entrepreneurs, we have to make
sure that the Departnent of Consumer Affairs actually
has i nspectors and enpl oyees that represent the
growi ng diversity of our city. W recognize many of
our small businesses that are the backbone, the
fabric of our communities, they' re doin" incredible
work contributions in our communities, they're not
the actual owners, they're the enpl oyees and so there
has to be a massive conprehensive educati on conponent
that nust be included with respect and sensitivity to
the growing diversity across all cultures, across al
ethnicities and | anguages, and so | al so believe we
have to enmbark on including many of our stakehol ders,
those | ocal community groups and organi zations that

work every day with our businesses that can hel p us
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enbark on inplenenting this expanded paid sick | eave.
| think it's the right thing to do; it provides a
fair bal ance and we have to be cogni zant that we need
to do everything possible to soften any burden that
may be placed on our small businesses so that New
York City can always be known as a city that opens
and wel cones all businesses providing services in our
community. And with that | wanna thank our
col | eagues, Council Menber Chin, Council Menber
Ml 1ler; our Speaker for their |eadership; | wanna
t hank our Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer for
being a chanpion on this issue and with that | vote
yes and | vote aye on all Land Use Call-Ups and al
General Orders as well. Thank you. [crosstalk]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CTY CLERK: G eenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you
very much. First | wanna thank you all for wel
wi shes, thank god nom and baby are doing well; thank

you for asking.
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| will be voting in favor of all the
items today, including 0001-A; | do just want to
stress a concern that's been brought up here today
and that is in relation to small businesses and |
just wanna say that | think we have inproved the bil
with the 6 nonths that we are going to allow for
those businesses from5 to 15 until it goes into
effect, but | do believe that at this point the
burden, in terns of snall businesses, really needs to
shift to the adm nistration to see how it is that
they execute this legislation; | think that we've all
made clear our intent here today, which is we wanna
hel p workers, we wanna nmake sure that they sick tine
and we think that has an inportant role to play in
New York City. But the nessage that we're sending,
and | think it's a very clear nessage to the
adm ni stration, is that we expect themto nake sure
this | egislation does not needl essly burden smnal
busi nesses and that there is an educati on conponent
i nvolved in nmaking sure that small businesses are
aware of this. And | certainly amconmmtted that if
for whatever reason the adm nistration does not do
that, to certainly conme back here to nake changes to

this legislation to make sure that we protect those
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interests of the small businesses as well. So with
that | vote aye and | congratul ate the Speaker and
Counci| Menber Chin and thank ny col |l eagues as well.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Johnson

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye on all

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLCS: Aye on all

C TY CLERK:  Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO May | explain ny
vot e?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO  Yeah. | will vote
yes on all the bills, but I want to voice ny concern
on Intro 0001-A. Being a small business person, |
worry about the inplenentation part of this bill. W
have to nmake sure we have enough tine to educate al
the smal | business people in all five boroughs,
because a ot of immgrants, they are snmall business

owners; due to culture, |anguage barriers, they don't
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understand this bill at all. So before we inplenent
the bill, we have to make sure we do the educati onal
part and |I'Il foresee we have anendnents com ng
later, once this bill's inplenented, because being a
smal | business owner in New York City is really tough
now, because we have so many regul ations and so nmany
rules to follow and all ow them..they don't know
anything about. So of course |I support the intent of
the bill, but I worry about the consequences | ater.
So when we see those consequences, | hope we can
anend them as soon as we can. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. And how do you
vot e?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO | vote yes.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Koslowitz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, Counci
Menber .

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Wil e
absol utely synpathize with small busi ness and work
with the small business in nmy community, but also

bei ng... having been...1 still am but having been a
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singl e parent and knowing howit feels to go to work
when | was sick so | could be home with nmy children
when they were sick and sonetines not getting paid
for it, I vote aye on 0001-A and everything el se on
t he agenda.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CI TY CLERK: Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN: | vote aye to
all.

C TY CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Request
perm ssion to explain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: My son is
applying for his first job this sumrer and it's |led
nme to think about what kinds of jobs I want himto
have and frankly, | can't inmagine himapplying for or
having to get a job where he would not be allowed to
take a day off when he was sick or as he grows up and
has kids that he'd have to send his kids to school
si ck because he couldn't take a day off, and | don't
want that for my son, | don't want it for anybody
el se's son or daughter either. The right to expect

t hat when you have a job and you take a few paid days
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off is a very reasonabl e expectation; we are raising
standards here, but we created m ni nrum wage
standards, we've got health and safety standards;
this is a 21st century standard for good jobs in New
York Gty and businesses can afford it. Now there
are many other things that we should do to try to
hel p smal |l businesses; it is very difficult to be a
smal | business owner in this city and | wel cone the
conversations about fees and fines, | welcone the
conversation about rising real estate prices and
other things that we can do to help small business
operators, but | don't believe that requiring
busi nesses to provide five paid sick days to
everybody's son and daughter or nother or father so
that they can take a couple of paid days of f when
they' re sick or when their famly nenbers are sick is
too much to expect in New York City and | proudly
vote aye on all

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CI TY CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN. Aye on all
CITY CLERK: Levine.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVINE: Permssion to

explain my vote?
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVINE: | wanna echo
t hose who have expressed concern that this bill be
i npl emrented in such a way that there is robust
outreach and education for the small business
community, but | also wanna point out that in
|l ocalities as diverse as Portland and Jersey City in
the State of Connecticut, where such |egislation has
al ready been inplenented, there's been no neasurable
negative inpact on the small business sector and
furthernore, there's arguabl e been neasurabl e
positive inpact on the broader econony. |It's also
true that for the many thousands of snall business
peopl e who today offer paid sick to their enpl oyees;
they are now forced to conpete on an uneven pl ayi ng
field agai nst conpetitors who are not bearing that
expense and the bill we are hopefully passing today
creates a nore even playing field for all small
busi ness people and therefore | will be voting aye to
all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

CITY CLERK:  Mi sel .

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Aye on all

CTY CLERK: Matteo.
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COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO  Pernmission to
expl ain my vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG | wanna briefly
explain nmy opposition to this paid sick | eave
legislation. Wiile | believe this |atest effort is
wel |l -intentioned, it has been | ess than a year since
many past and current nmenbers of this Council, the
busi ness communi ty and ot her stakehol ders forged an
agreenent on paid sick leave; it was a conprom se;
admttedly, it did not have the support of everyone,
sonme thought it did not go far enough and others |ike
nyself still thought it'd be a detrinment for New York
City small businesses. Now we're being asked to set
asi de months of negotiation in favor of a bill that
di sregards the concerns of the people that own and
operate the small businesses that are the cornerstone
of our economc vitality. W don't even know t he
full extent of the inpact of the law that is
currently in place and yet we are now racing to
dramatically expand its application to even nore
busi nesses. | believe there are a nunber of
difficulties presented by this proposal; the Staten

| sl and Advance cat al ogued sone of themearlier this
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year when they intervi ewed busi ness owners from ny
borough. For instance, one snall business owner
stated that the paid sick I eave bill doesn't take
into account costs involved, particularly in a
service industry where there are no sal es and wages
are quite above m ni numwage. The fact is that I
continue to believe that mandated paid sick | eave
unnecessarily burdens our city's small businesses at
a tinme when our economic recovery is still slow and
it's sustainability uncertain. W cannot afford to
make our city a place that is unfriendly to the
startups and | ongstandi ng busi nesses that enploy the
i ndi vidual s and provide services to the communities
that we represent. Consequently, | respectfully but
adamantly vote no and yes on all others.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: | vote aye on all

CITY CLERK: Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Perm ssion to
expr ess.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, Ssir.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Coupl e notes.

| just wanna say thank you to the Speaker and ny
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col | eagues for voting in affirmative for this bill
on Intro 0001-A; | am proud to expand paid sick |eave
and the enhanced wor ker enpowernent that the bil
brings, and with this vote it's an opportunity to
begin a conversation about small business
enpower nent, especially those inpacted by Sandy, |ike
those along Van Brunt Street in Red Hood. W need to
reduce barriers to accessing financial support in
times of crisis and our city cannot afford to |ose
t hese busi nesses that provide the jobs that cone with
it. | vote aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | vote aye.

CTY CLERK: Mller.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Aye on all

CITY CLERK: Pal ma.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO:  Permission to
explain nmy vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, Ssir.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO  Just wanna say

that I"mextrenmely proud and honored to be able to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 71
vote for the expansion of the bill 0001-A and do
wanna echo the concerns of a |lot of our Brooklyn
menbers in stating that we | ook forward to the work
that will be done to pronote our small businesses
t hrough our Chair, Robert Cornegy, so | vote aye on
all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: R chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: | just wanna
echo what Carl os Menchaca said; that we certainly
need to nmake sure that we take a | ook at businesses
that are certainly in hurricane zones, such as
busi nesses that actually are in places |ike Staten
I sl and and certainly the Rockaways and Brooklyn that
were affected by Superstorm Sandy, so | don't want to
short-change us. And | also wanna say thank you to
Daneek M Iler for ensuring that our hard working nmen
and wonen of DEP are now going to be able to have
heal t h i nsurance and other things that they deserve
if they go onto another place. So thank you Daneek

for ensuring that the hard working people of DEP wll
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certainly get sone reprieve for the hard work they
do. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Perm ssion to
explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, Ssir.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: W th this bil
we' re sending a nessage |loud and clear; no one has to
deci de between staying home if they're sick or |ose
their job and | think that this is a good bill for
everyone and we will continue supporting the snal
busi ness in another way; no doubt that smal

busi nesses are the first source of jobs in our city

and in other cities where a simlar bill has been
i mpl emented, it shows that it's a good bill for
everybody. Thank you. | vote...[crosstalk]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. How do you vote?

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | vote aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Next
menber.

CITY CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
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CI TY CLERK: Rosent hal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Perm ssion to
explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCCATE JAMES.  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL:  Thank you. |
just want to thank nmy predecessor for doing the heavy
lifting and all the years of research and hard work
and I want to thank Council Menber Chin and the
Speaker for bringing this to a vote today; they
deserve a lot of credit. | vote aye on all and |
wanna t hank Council Menber Koslowitz; | too as a
not her am sayi ng that, you know, as a nother who had
to stay hone and mi ss neetings and m ss work because
a child in ny children's classroomhad to cone to
school when they were sick and it affected then ny
famly and nmany other famlies, we really need to
have this bill. Al so, as sonebody who has a nmasters
in public health, I know the inportance of stopping
the spread of contagion; this is the clearest and
easiest way to do that and again, | thank you for
bringing this to the floor to a vote and | am very
proud to vote aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

CI TY CLERK: Torres.
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COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye on all

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Treyger

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: So as a forner
menber of labor, | know fully well the inportance of
the rights of workers, especially with paid sick. |
was a supporter of the original bill and | know the
i nportance of expanding it to include others. But as
a person who represents a district that was al so
devast ated by Superstorm Sandy, we have quite a
nunber of small business corridors that were deeply
af fected; sone are still shuttered al ong Mernmaid
Avenue in Coney Island. So | am supporting this with
the expectation that there will be a relief packet
fromthis Council and fromthe city adm nistration to
recogni zed and understand that many people are still
hurting, both enpl oyers and enpl oyees, from
Superstorm Sandy. So | amvoting aye on all, but |I'm
voting with the expectation fromny coll eagues...and |
want to appl aud, by the way, the work of Chair

MIller, Chair Chin and Chair Cornegy for recogni zing
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that and ny col | eagues, Menchaca and Ri chards; we
represent districts that were really hit hard by
Superstorm Sandy and particul ar our small business

corridors and al so, Council man Chai m Deutsch faces a

simlar situation in his district as well. So | vote
aye on all, but we nust as a council recognize that
there are people who are deeply still hurting from
that stormand we nmust help themas well. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

CTY CLERK: Urich

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH:  Pernission to
explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: Thank you. As
many of you know, | was one of the early supporters
of the previous paid sick |eave bill that we passed
in the previous termand part of the reason why I
voted for that bill was because | believed in the
noral inperative behind it, but | also knew that the
bill was only going to inpact |arge enployers and
| arge corporations and other entities that could
absorb the costs of an unfunded nmandate |ike
providing paid sick |eave to their enployees. Today

though I think we're taking a step in the wong
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direction and I will not be voting for Intro 0001-A
because | believe that this is actually going to be a
detrinment to the small businesses that we were trying
to prevent when we passed the first bill nore than a
year-and-a-half ago. | represent a district, |ike
many of you, where pizzerias, bakeries, flour shops,
dry cleaners and other nom and pop stores are the
main job creators, they are the main econom c engi nes
that generate tax revenue, that breathe life into the
commercial corridors and | cannot go back to ny
district today and |l ook themin the eye and say that
| voted for sonmething that | knowis going to hurt
them | don't know why in a tinme |ike this, given
the state of our econony, the slow recovery that's
been nentioned by many of you, that we woul d wanna
actually hurt people who work hard, who play by the
rules and who are sinply trying to give their kids a
better shot at life. Now whether we realize it or
not, it was in fact a pro-growth, pro-business agenda
that saved this city and literally propelled | ow
i nconme and i mm grant New Yorkers into the mddle
cl ass, the people that own the small businesses, nmany
of them are new Anericans, people that canme to New

York Gty 10 and 20 and 30 years ago seeking a better
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life for thenselves and for their famlies. | think
that by passing this bill today we are doing them a
great disservice, and | know that nmany of ny
col | eagues voiced their concerns that we were doing
such, but if you believe that this is a bad bill and
that this a job-killing piece of legislation, then
["murging you to join ne in voting no on Intro 0001-
A.  Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: | vote aye on all

CI TY CLERK: Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Perm ssion to
explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: For the very
reasons so many of ny coll eagues express concern to
this Intro, | vote no to Intro 0001-A only. Wile
conpl etely support the original Paid Sick Leave Act
in the best workforce in the country, | oppose the
anmendnent to include 5-19 enpl oyees. As a snal
busi ness owner and a nenber of the Small Business
Conmittee, we nust be every vigilant in protecting

and supporting our nost inportant econom c engine in
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this great city. The continued cries of our snall
busi nesses that our city has not done enough to
protect them support them reduce the existing and
exhausting fines that is crippling their ability to
survive must be heard. | applaud these anendnents
and the additional protections that we have incl uded
today, but they are not enough. W never gave the
original legislation a chance to work before we
rapidly amended it. W have renoved oversight and
accountability and now i nspectors may enter
unannounced, w thout a conplaint being filed, to
t hese businesses; this will create a chilling effect
on our |ocal econony and the |ives of snal
busi nesses and enpl oyees. W have not provided
enough time to prepare these changes, especially with
the multitude of ethnic and | anguage barriers that
confront our small businesses. And lastly, we have
not given any extra tinme to the small businesses
still recovering from Sandy to conply with these
regul ations. The very fact that so many counci
menbers have concerns over this should stand for
itself. Again, | stand in support of the origina
| egislation, but I vote note on this today and aye to

the rest.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you.

CITY CLERK:  Wepri n.

COUNCI L MEMBER VWEPRIN:  Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER WEPRI N:  Thank you, Madane
Public Advocate. | too wanna vote aye on all, but
want to explain ny concerns a little bit about 0001-
A. | was on the original bill, Gale Brewer's bill,
and had many conversations with the Chanbers of

Commer ce about that, about sone of the concerns they

had. And I'Il be honest, |ike sone of their concerns
tone, | didn't believe; | said ah, cone on; that's
not a problem [laughter] But to be honest, | don't

know that that's not a problem and sone of these
busi nesses brought up specialty busi nesses that
created uni que probl ens, where the person who
provides the service is the only one who can provide
the service. So | was happy to support the

conprom sed bill |ast year, because it was an
approach that seened to incorporate, you know, many
of the concerns of the business conmunity. So that

being said, |I really would have preferred to see the
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other law go into effect in April, as it was supposed
to, and see if any of these concerns that were raised
by the business community were indeed true. So |
don't know...l would prefer this Intro not to be 0001-
A, but to be a later Intro at a later tinme when we
could watch that bill. That being said, | was
supportive of the original bill and | still believe
in the concept and | do wanna just point to Counci
Menber Barron's idea that as we go forward, let's
nmonitor it very closely, because if those concerns
are legitimate, | feel they should be addressed. And
with that | vote aye on all. Thank you. [crosstalKk]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Thank
you.

CTY CLERK: WIIians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: | am al so...
[ background comrent] Sure. | am also gonna vote aye
on all; I too wanna echo the concerns that many
peopl e spoke about today; | was on the original bil
and I|"'mon this bill and | always said, the only two

peopl e who shoul d be agai nst paid sick | eave are
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peopl e who' ve never been sick and people who will
never be sick again. Wth that said, | do think
there are sonme issues with this bill; I do think it
was a little bit rushed and I wish that it weren't; |
understand the need to make sure everybody is
protected, but | also represent sonme snall
busi nesses, whether it is Haitian, other Caribbean,

M ddl e Eastern or Jew sh; many of themare stil
banki ng from small boxes and | wanna nake sure -- one
of the things -- that they have sone tine to
understand what's going on, as well as sone other
nmeasures that | mght've tried to tweak a little bit,
so what |'m hopi ng and woul d suggest is; one, to echo
the desire to possibly have anmendnents, but two ot her
things that we may be able to do nore i medi ately,
which is hopefully we can informthe agencies that
are gonna be responsible for this, that our intent is
not to be crushing on the businesses and perhaps we
can ask themto have sone discretion for sone of the
smal | busi nesses who need to catch up and perhaps we
can agree to have sone oversight in a specific tine
period and find out how these bills and conbi nati ons
are affecting the small businesses. And with that |

wanna vote aye on all
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. W
al so recogni ze your nother, Ms. WIllianms, who's in
the chanber. [l aughter]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Hey, nom

[ appl ause, cheers, background coment ]

CTY CLERK: Wi Is.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: My | have
perm ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES.  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: | do not believe
creating a clinmate where snall business and workers'
rights are chanpioned or mutually exclusive. | think
this bill could have been introduced and passed while
i npl ementing saf eguards to protect the retention of
newy created small businesses, not with just the
hopes that the City will do the right thing | ater on.
| am not under the belief that this will lead to a
smal | busi ness Armageddon, but | am under the beli ef
that this bill being pushed so quickly would
definitely have negative effects on hiring and
expansi on of these very sane businesses. The
political reality is that this bill wll pass today,
so at the next Stated...l| will vote aye today and at

the next Stated I will be introducing a bill for the
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reporting of all of the DCA' s or whatever agency
ultimately will be responsible for this bill's
enforcenent, the retention of the small businesses,

t he enpl oyee retention, the expansion of these same

smal | businesses, and other indicators; | will also
be introducing a bill for amendnments to possibly push
back the actual inplenentation tinme of this bill so

that we can actually have a wel | -thought - out

education plan to the small businesses. | salute
those who put a lot of work into this bill; I do
support it in the very spirit of the bill, but

W t hout those two pieces of legislation, | think that
we will be doing a disservice. So | will be voting

aye and I will be introducing those two next pieces
at the next Stated. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

CITY CLERK: I gni zio.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO  Yes, if | may
expl ain nmy vote, please.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, sir.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNI ZI G Thank you,
Madane Public Advocate and good to see you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Yes, Mnority

Leader.
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COUNCI L MEMBER IGNIZIO [l aughter] |1
think what we're doing here today is we're passing a
bill to inprove a negotiated bill which has not gone
into existence yet, and | just..I"msorry; | don't
see the logic in that and I believe and want to be
the clarion call for this bill having unintended
consequences. The uni ntended consequences for this
| audable bill, | believe, will have a chilling effect
on small business, and when you heard here and |'m
heartened by many of ny col | eagues who were sayi ng
that they believe that's going to occur in their own
districts. | believe it will foster the underground
econony; you w |l see business owners that, sadly,
wll either not hire, will lay off folks or wll
start putting people off the books; that doesn't help
any of us. | thought a better way of going here,
| adi es and gentl enen, was to have a conversation with
this body, with the adm nistration and even our
col | eagues in Al bany and say hey wait a m nute,
government believes so strongly in this that we're
willing to be a partner with small business in this.
As ny col | eagues have spoken about, to foster their
smal | busi nesses, and a way we coul d've done that, in

ny view, very easily is by offering some form of tax
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incentive to the small business comunity to say yes,
you' re gonna incur this burden, but it's not gonna be
an unfunded mandate; we're going to be partners with
you and we're gonna incentivize you and hel p and
rai se all boats together; your enployers, your
enpl oyees and governnent will be a partner init. |
felt that was the better way to go; it didn't end up
bei ng that way, clearly, but | hope that we can
revisit that aspect of it. But we learned that the
greatest asset that people have in the city is its
enpl oyees and those that are responsi ble owners, they
of fer these incentives without the benefit of a
mandat e; they do so because they believe that wll
bring themthe greatest enployees. And | always
t hought that the Mayor's speaki ng about Esneral da
Val enci a was actual proof positive; she did this
W t hout a nmandate and she said her enployees are the
happi est and the nost productive. Well | think
that's the conpetitive market you want to garner; you
want to have people vying for the nost tal ented
peopl e in your business and in doing so you fight and
you rai se the m ni num wage that you are payi ng your
enpl oyees, 'cause you want the best fol ks, you offer

themincentives because you want the best fol ks, and
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that is the nodel, |adies and gentlenman, that I
bel i eve works best; not a governnment nandate, an
unfunded governnment nmandate that'll ultimtely, in ny
view, |ower econonm c developnent in this city and end
up in actually less enploynent than we want, while
fostering an underground econony. Wth that, ny
col | eagues, | respect the decisions that were nade
here today and as you know, | have a great admration
for all of my colleagues; | just think that there is
a better way we coul d' ve done this, a nore thoughtful
way we coul d' ve done this and | think the rushed
venue of this bill was unfortunate. Wt that | vote
no on the bill and aye on all others. Thank you very
much. Thank you Madane Public Advocate.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you
M nority Leader.

CITY CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Aye on all

CITY CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TG Aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Al itens on
today's CGeneral Order Cal endar were adopted by a vote
of 51 in the affirmative, 0 in the negative, and 0 in

the abstentions, with the exception of Intro 0001-A,
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whi ch was adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative,
5 negative and 0 abstentions. Revised Land Use Call -
Ups were adopted by a vote of 51 in the affirmative
and O in the negative. Introduction and Readi ng of
Bills.

[ background comrent s]

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TG All bills are
referred to Commttees as indicated on the agenda.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Di scussion of
Resol uti ons. [background comments] Seeing none. W
will nowto a vote on the resolutions and we will be
voting on Resolution 0002-A, an anended resol ution
supporting the City's plan to establish high-quality
uni versal pre-Kindergarten for all eligible 4-year-
olds in high-quality after school progranms for
m ddl e-school -aged youth. All in favor, say aye.

[col l ective aye]

Al'l opposed.

MALE VO CE: No.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Any abstentions?
The Reso is adopted. General D scussion.
[ background comments] Council Menber Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VPRI N:.  Thank you Madane

Public Advocate. Ladies and gentlenen, if you could
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hol d on one second, | just...l learned recently that a
menber of the Mayor's staff will be leaving us; he's

gonna be resigning and retiring after many years,
havi ng worked for seven mayors; sonmeone who | had the
pl easure of working with when | worked in the Mayor's
O fice under the Koch adm nistration and nade friends
with this gentleman who worked down the hall from ne
at 52 Chanbers Street. Many of you know hi mand many
councils before know him Al Millen, who works in the
New York City Mayor's O fice...Al, you back there
still? [applause] Knowi ng he is gonna be resigning...
[ appl ause] Al is a...he is a hunble man, a really hard
worker, a terrific person and he'll never speak to ne
again, nowthat | did this and enbarrassed him but
he i s soneone who we owe a debt of gratitude to. As
| mentioned, | think he started in 1971 with the
Mayor's O fice and has |ived through seven mayors and
|"mdelighted to call on ny friend and | thank him so
much for all his service. Thank you, Al.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you... Thank
you M. Millens for your public service. Counci
Menber Rosent hal

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Oh. | wanna

speak about a resolution and a Intro LF [phoneti c]
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that are very inportant to ne. |If you could go to
Page 13. So on the Upper West Side at Beacon Hi gh
School we had a very tragic incident [background
comrents] where an entire classroom of science
students in a |ocal high school watched as a young
man...

[ gavel ]

[ background coment ]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: ..Rosenthal ...we
have quiet in the chanber. Council Menber.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Yeah. So in
Decenber there was a terrible accident in a science
| ab at the Beacon Hi gh School where because of an
[ background comments] experinent that went awmy, a
young man was burned across his entire body as the
cl assroom wat ched in horror; another student was
burned as well; the first...the young man just got out
of the hospital and is now going to rehab. | ask you
to support a resolution calling on the Departnment of
Education to reconsider its use of the Rainbow
Sci ence Lab, [nusic] which has now shown to be not
beneficial to the education of science. And
secondly, as a result of this incident, we then

| earned that the school has no responsibility to
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educate parents or the Departnment of Education about
any violation in their school, whether it be fromthe
Departnment of Health, Departnent of Buildings or the
Fire Department. So we've witten legislation | ask
you to sign on that requires that school to inform
parents and to informthe Departnment of Education
upon getting a violation and then inform ng parents
and the Departnent of Education when that violation
is cleared up. Thank you very much

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Barron

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:. Thank you Madane
Public Advocate. Just a few things; | wanted to put
into the record that | send ny condol ences to the
famly of the Mayor of Jackson, M ssissippi, the
Honor abl e Chokwe Lununba, who passed yesterday. He
was a great activist, he worked in the comunity, he
was a | awyer, he represented several outstanding
people in their trials, and he nost recently defended
the Scott sisters, who were sentenced to an
inordinate tinme for a mnor crine. He did pass
yesterday and | did want to put it in the record and

we send our condol ences to him
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Secondly, | do want to acknow edge t hat
this past Friday was the anniversary of the
assassi nation of Malcolm X and we know that he was a
great person, he was also a human rights activist and
we wanted to acknow edge that.

And today you'll see several of ny
col | eagues who are weari ng hoodi es, Council Menber
Rosent hal , Council Menber WIIlianms and Council Menber
Cornegy, and today is the anniversary of the killing
of Treyvon Martin and we're wearing hoodies to cal
attention to that [background conments] and there was
a great programat which Treyvon Martin's nother was
here this past Friday for a programat 1199 and
Counci| Menber King also participated in that, so we
wanted to bring attention to that.

And finally, as many of you know, | was a
teacher and as a teacher | had to do things that
woul d keep ny students engaged. So | have a poem
which | prepared for ny students sone...nmany years
ago...and it tal ks about our African history. So if
you can give nme sone assistance here with some snaps,
[snapping] |'mgonna recite this poem

We're an African people, we're rel ated

you and |, African by heritage beneath god's sky. W
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have a common bl oodline, we're the first to walk the
earth, black, red, tan and gold, we're the first of
human birth. W built the pyram ds and yes we nade
t he Sphinx, we sailed the ocean wi de and with Mexico
we linked. W used the Nile River to cultivate the
| and and then we used technology to pull crap from
sand. The G eeks cane to African universities, we
taught them how to di agnose and do brain surgery, we
taught them math, geonetry and then we taught them
trig, physics and astronony, oh yes, oh yes we did;

t hey studied our religion and they |earned our
culture too, they listened well to Aesop, the fables
known to you. Ilron, salt and chrom um are wealths
Africa holds, dianonds for Cl eopatra and ivory and
gold. Well this is just a tidbit of ancient Africa;
she civilized the whole wide world, we owe it all to
her. W're an African people, we're an African
peopl e and African people, we're African. Thank you

[ cheers, appl ause, background coment s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Counc...

[ background coment s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber ...
quiet in the chanbers. Coun...[interpose]

MALE VO CE: Down pl ease, keep it down.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Gentile. [background comrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:  Well | was
hoping I wasn't gonna follow that, but [|aughter]
anyway, maybe | should do sone Italian opera; | don't
know... [l aughter] no, no, no, that's fine.

I want...for those of ny coll eagues...

[ nterpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. W' Il give you
extra time if you recite a poem

COUNCI L MEMBER CGENTI LE: Yes. Those of
ny col | eagues who were interested in hel ping snal
busi nesses, you could take the first step by | ooking
at Intro 0064, which is being introduced today, which
will help small business restaurant owners; the bil
woul d prohi bit the unannounced arrival of inspectors
at certain tinmes at restaurants throughout the City.
As all of us have heard, many restaurants during the
busi est hours Friday night, Saturday night, will be
visited by Health or Consuner Affairs and have to
deal with an inspection while the restaurant is full
of custonmers. Now an inspection should take pl ace,
but it should be within certain hours of the day and

week and that's what this bill will do to help snall
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busi nesses, particularly those restaurant owners who
face that kind of..that kind of harassnent in many
ways fromCity agencies. |f you wanna help
restaurant owners, you can do that, but if you al so
wanna hel p your comunity board chair people, you
could look at Intro 0063, because Intro 0063 will do
sonet hing that the Bl oonberg adm nistration renoved
fromconmunity board chairs |last year. As you al
know, the 59 community board chairs served with no
conmpensation, they put in many, many vol unteer hours
as chair of the conmmunity board and for years, up
until |ast year, they were granted, as a nod to their
vol unteer hours, a parking placard fromthe
Department of Transportation and that was in
recognition of the work that they do in and around
the community board district. That was renoved from
t hose 59 people last year; | think it was wong to do
that, for those who put in those kind of hours in the
community board; | see forner conmmunity board nenbers
shaking their heads [bell] and so | woul d ask that
you | ook at Intro 0063 and help restore those parking
DOT placards to the 50, only 59 nenbers, the
comrunity board chairs throughout the city.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
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COUNCI L MEMBER GENTILE:  Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci | Menber King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Yes, good evening
or good afternoon. |1'masking my coll eagues today to
join in on signing onto Intro 0074, [background
comrents] which tal ks about anendi ng the Local
Adm nistrative Lawin the Cty of New York in
relationship to renoval of trees downed by result of
a severe weat her event. W knew during Hurricane
Sandy that we had challenges with trees falling down
on power |ines and when sanitation went out, they
didn't wanna nove the trees because they didn't know
if the power lines were live; then when Con Ed went
out, they didn't wanna touch the power |ines 'cause
there was a tree on it. So this lawis to put
t oget her sone organi zational structure 4ME [sic]

Sani tation, Parks and Con Edi son when it cones to
this type of event that happens. So |I'm asking
everybody, please sign on so we can get this piece of
| egi sl ati on passed.

And finally, I just wanna say to all the
BLAC nenbers, [background conments] we are gonna be

takin' a photo right here, right after Stated,
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nmeeting right in the front, so they' re gonna be
setting up for the Lunar event, so if we can just
nove forward right after Stated neeting right to the
front so we can take this group shot. Thank you.

[ background comrent s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Qui et
in the chanbers please. Quiet in the bal cony.

MALE VO CE: Quiet please.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Council Menber
Levi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN.  Thank you Madane

Public Advocate. M colleagues, |I'mintroducing and...

or reintroducing a nunber of bills and resol utions
t oday, [background comments] there are three...two
Intros and one Reso that are new I ntroductions that
wanna call ny col |l eagues' attention to; one is an
I ntroduction that |I'mintroducing with Borough
President Gale Brewer, a Local Law to anend the
adm ni strative code in relation to requiring
Departnent of Social Services, otherw se known as
HRA, to provide sem -annual reports to the Counci
regarding referrals to Adult Protective Services;
this is an oversight, a reporting bill, ained at

maki ng sure that we have transparency and
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accountability at HRA and Departnent of Adult
Protective Services.

I"mal so introducing a Resolution with
Counci| Menber and Chair of the Transportation
Conmittee, Ydanis Rodriguez, [interpose, background
comment] calling on the state |legislature to pass and
the governor to sign legislation that would | ower New
York City's speed limt to 20 mles an hour; | want
to acknow edge David G eenfield, Council Menber who's
introduced City legislation around this issue in
| owering the speed Iimt to 20 niles an hour and
saving lives and creating safer environnent for
cyclists, pedestrians and notorists in New York Gity.

In addition, | amintroducing two
Resol uti ons, 0085 and 0086, [background comment] that
woul d create a task force around youth, schools,
heal th and safety and a requirenent that there be a
doctor or a physician's assistant present at al
school football ganes and youth | eague football ganes
in New York City.

And | wanna acknow edge on that bill, the
hard work of ny Chief of Staff, Ashley Thonpson, and
ny Legislative Director, Rami Metal, and it is very

sad for me to say today that nmy Chief of Staff,
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Ashl ey Thonpson, is going to be noving on; this is
her | ast Stated Meeting; she has been ny chief of
staff for the last four years and has really been the
bedrock of ny office; she has done incredible work;
she is going to be going across the hall to the
Mayor's OFfice and they are very lucky [bell] and
very fortunate to have her, but on behalf of the
entire Gty Council I want to acknow edge her hard
wor k and thank her. Thank you very nuch, Ashley.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Thank you. Thank
you.

[ appl ause]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Congratul ati ons.
Counci | Menber Debi Rose.

[ background comrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE: Thank you Chair. |
would like to first say mazel tov to ny forner seat
mat e, Council Menber G eenfield, and happy birthday
to Laurie Cunmbo. [background conments] Yeah. And
so | just wanna introduce today several pieces of
| egislation that would help protect the civil and
human rights of New Yorkers. Intro 0106 is a Loca
Law requiring a sign at inaccessible building

entrances indicating that a portable ranp is
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avai |l abl e where such a ranp exists. Last year we
passed a |law requiring signs regarding accessibility,
but it did not include also indicating if a portable
ranp is available, so let's get the task done.

And Intro 0107, a Local Law requiring
that all restaurants have Braille and | arge print
menus avail abl e upon request; not 100 of them just
one or two, so..that our consunmers with disabilities
woul d have access to the nenu.

Intro 0108, by request of the Manhattan
Borough President, is a Local Law prohibiting
enpl oynent discrimnation based on an individual's
actual or perceived status as a caregiver.

And today | amintroducing a | oca
Resol ution calling on the owners of the property
known as "Munt Manresa,"” which is Jesuit retreat
house, to protect and preserve the land inits
current form Munt Manresa is Staten Island' s
history; it's a site of the first retreat house in
the United States and has one of the ol dest water
towers still standing in New York Cty and has
provided respite for hundreds for over a century,
[bell] from soldiers conval escing after World War |

to those assisting in recovery efforts after 9/11 and
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serving recently as a place of shelter for Superstorm
Sandy victinms. |It's located in a rare part of Staten
I sl and that has a dearth of park land. So it's a
treasure that we don't wanna | ose...[i nterpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease concl ude
your renarks.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Yes...and | hope
that there will be support for this Resol ution.

Thank you. [crosstalKk]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Thank you. | ask
nmy col |l eagues to sign onto Intro 0051, a bill that |
am i ntroducing with ny coll eagues, Council Menber
Johnson and Council Menber Koo; it would require
annual reporting on the incidents and denographics
surroundi ng hepatitis B and C. These di seases are
treatabl e; many New Yorkers are not even aware that
they are infected. Annual reporting would shine a
light on this epidem c which predom nantly affects
the immgrant community and encourages greater
attention, outreach and treatnment for these infected
communities. So | urge ny colleagues to sign on.

Thank you
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Const anti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Good
afternoon. | ask ny colleagues to sign onto...I"'m
i ntroducing several bills today, but Intro 0054 -- as
we continue to inprove our environnment here in New
York City, ook to expand our alternative energy
stock and grow good green jobs right here in New
York. | think Intro 0054 provides part of that
opportunity with expandi ng the anount of biodiesel we
mx into our fuel for New York City ferries, taking
it up to 5 percent by this July and | ooking to the
future, adding it...nmake it 20 percent by 2020, and
t hose good job...those...collecting that cooking oil to
be part of that biofuel will be jobs right here in
New York City; it's something that's achievable; it's
sonet hing that we can get done; it won't hurt our
mar ket share and it won't hurt our prices for fuel,
but it will be something that hel ps green our city,
makes us nore sustai nabl e and provi de good green,
clean jobs right here in New York City. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci |l Menber Mendez.
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COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you
Col | eagues, today | rise, [background coment s]
'cause no one has risen today. [laughter] Today |I'm
introducing Intro 0096; | introduced this eight years
ago and reintroduced it four years ago; hoping this
termwe can actually pass it. It is legislation
requiring that every senior citizen, one of our
city's nost vul nerabl e popul ati ons, be guaranteed
| egal representation in housing or Supreme Court. So
if a senior is about to lose their apartnment through
an eviction proceeding or |ose their honme because
they're subject to predatory lenders and are in
Suprenme Court, that they will be provided an
attorney, because nore often than not they're on a
limted incone and to |ose their hone at that stage
intheir lives in this city, where the housing market
is so tight, would put them anong the ranks of the
honmel ess and an attorney provided to them would help
themin this situation. So | hope ny coll eagues sign
onto this.

Al so, real quickly, I'"malso introducing
Intro 0097 at the request of Manhattan Borough
President Gale Brewer, who was then a Council Menber,

and this would go a long way into hel ping us with our




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 103

Vision Zero; it would give schools know ng where
par ki ng garages are near schools and pedestrian
safety areas for our kids. So I hope ny coll eagues
sign onto that as well. Thank you. [interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. And bef...and
before we adjourn, | would urge nenbers of the Gty
Council to join the Ofice of Public Advocate in
introducing Intro 0103, a bill requiring the New York
City Police Departnent to report on arrests of
i ndi vidual s under 18, Intro 0104, in relation to
collecting and reporting data related to youth aging
out of foster care, and Intro 0105 in regards to
requiring signage regarding application processing
and fair hearings at job centers, SNAP centers and
Medi caid of fices and we now stand adj our ned.
[ background comrent s]

[ gavel ]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Alright. Thank
you everybody, it's 3:15, enjoy the rest of your day.

[ cheers, background coments, appl ause]
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