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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 4

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: | want to
t hank everyone for being here. Good afternoon.
Buenas tardes [speaking Spanish]. This is a
joint hearing between the Comm ttee on Wonmen’s
| ssues, jointly with the Education Commttee
regardi ng Resolution 02, which is supporting
the City’'s plan to establish high quality
uni versal pre-kindergarten for all eligible
four year olds and a high quality after schoo
program for m ddl e school -aged youth. | want to
t hank the two Chairs of the Commttees, Laurie
Cumbo and Council Menmber Danny Dromm and |
al so see that our Chancellor is here and our
Deputy Mayor. So thank you both for being here.
"1l start off with an opening statenment and
then pass it off to my co-chairs here today.
So good afternoon. |’m Council Member Melissa
Mar k- Vi verito, Speaker of the New York City
Council. First |I want to thank ny coll eagues,
Counci | Member Danny Dromm Council Menber
Laurie Cunmbo and nmenbers of the Education and
Women’ s | ssues Committees for joining with me
on this very important topic, and thank you to

the members of the admi nistration, especially
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 5
Educati on Chancell or Carnmen Farina and incom ng
Deputy Mayor Richard Buery for being with us
t oday, and obviously all the advocates that are
here in the room Thank you so nuch. It should
come as no surprise to anyone in this roomthat
we have an achi evenent gap in New York City,
one that was brought into even starker 1|ight
when the results of the new Common Core aligned
exams were released | ast summer. Across the
City only 21.3 percent of students who qualify
for free or reduced price lunch passed the new
state English tests conpared to 50 percent of
students who don’t qualify for lunch
assi stance. The gap was nearly the same on the
mat h exams with 24.8 percent of | ow incone
students scoring proficient or higher conpared
to 53.1 percent of their wealthier peers. W
al so know that the achi evement gap doesn’t
start in the testing grades. The Center for
American Progress reports that by the time they
enter school, the gap between the wealthiest
children and the poorest children is already
pronounced, with children from | ow incone

famlies having heard 31 mllion fewer words
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 6
than their nore affluent peers. Nationally,
students who are English | anguage | earners
enter at first grade reading a full year behind
their English speaking peers. At 31.4 percent,
New York City’'s child poverty rate is now at
its highest in over a decade, naking the need
for early childhood educati on nore urgent than
ever. But there is good news. High quality
culturally and linguistically appropriate pre-
school can reduce the school readiness gap and
can significantly inpact everything from
readi ng at grade |evel to graduating high
school to being career ready later in life.
Research has proven that children who are the
most vul nerabl e, particularly |owincone
children of color benefit the nost from
participation in high quality preschool. A
2008 study of Oklahoma’s universal preschool
program found that black and Hi spanic children
in the program made gains in early literacy and
probl em sol ving skills, and Spani sh speaki ng
children make both substantial | anguage gains
and gains in early literacy and math skills.

Long term studi es of programs |like the Perry
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 7
Preschool Project, The Abecedarian Project and
Chi cago’ s chil d-parent centers have found that
participation in high-quality preschool | eads
to increased achi evenent test scores, inmproved
behavi or and attitudes, decreased grade
retention, decreased special education
referrals, decreased crinme and delinquency, and
i ncreased high school graduation. But while
preschool will have enornous benefits for
children who are still young enough to enroll
There are students in our system who haven’t
had all of the benefits a high quality
preschool program can offer. That’'s why | also
support the Mayor’'s proposal for after school
programm ng for m ddle school students. Two
thirds of m ddle school students in our city ar
currently readi ng bel ow grade level. That is
particularly alarm ng because students who
enter ninth grade two or nore years behind
grade level in math and literacy have only a 50
percent chance of on time pronotion to the
tenth grade. It is crucial that New York City
have the ability to provide a steady dedicated

funding stream for these programs, which is why
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 8
| support the Mayor’'s call for a tax on the
weal t hi est New Yorkers. New York City has | ong
had progressive incone taxes. Studies show
that half mllionaires--that mllionaires do
not flee small changes in margi nal tax rates,
and that all other things being equal, state
and | ocal governnents with progressive taxes do
not see |lower rates of econom c growth, as we
will hear fromtestinony today. Wth so many
known benefits in a documented return on public
investment in high school--1I mean, sorry, in
hi gh quality preschool between 2.69 dollars and
seven dollars and 16 cents, the long term
soci al and financial benefits of these prograns
far outweigh the cost to the city. The majority
of New Yorkers support a tax for pre--for, I'm
sorry. The majority of New Yorkers support a
tax pay for preschool and after school
programm ng as do the majority of city council
menbers, as you can see by the nunber of
sponsors on the resolution we’'re hearing today.
| ook forward to hearing nore today about the
i mportance of wuniversal pre-kindergarten and

after school programm ng for m ddle school ers
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 9
and to hear nmore details of the inplementation
plan for both programs. And with that, | would
like to ask the Chair of the Education
Comm ttee Danny Drommto say a few words and
take it from here. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM  Thank you very
much Speaker Viverito. Boy, this is al nost
like a classroom It’s so quiet in here today.
It’s great to be here and for me this is a day
of personal significance in the sense that
havi ng been a New York City public schoo
teacher at UFT, Chapter |eader for 25 years and
to now sit at the Chair of the Education
Commttee is very personally inportant to me.
And | want to thank Speaker Viverito for giving
me that opportunity and | also want to state
how wonderful it is to have a Chancell or under
whom | worked at one time as an educator and
al so just wanted to say welcone to you for
being with us today. Thank you very, very
much. So good afternoon everyone. |’ m Counci
Member Danny Dromm and |’ m the Chair of the
Education Commttee if | didn't tell you that

before. First, 1’'d like to thank Speaker Mark-
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 10
Vierito for sponsoring this resolution and for
her | eadership on this very inmportant issue.
Thank you to ny co-chair, Council Menber Laurie
Cunmbo, the new Chair of the Whnen' s |ssues
Comm ttee and thank you to all of you for
com ng out to participate today. Today’s
hearing on Resol ution Number Two, which is a
resolution that supports the City’'s plan to
establish high quality universal pre-
ki ndergarten for all eligible four year olds
and a high quality after school program for
m ddl e school aged youth is a very inportant
step towards improving the lives of children in
this City. As many of you know, | was an
educator for 25 years. Additionally, | was the
di rector of a daycare center. |1’ve been in the
front lines and have seen firsthand tangible
proof that quality early childhood education
enhances the life of a child. In addition, the
benefits of early childhood educati on have been
established repeatedly through research. It
has shown how these crucial years in a child s
devel opment can set the tone for a child' s

future successes. For exanple, research
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 11
conducted through a partnership with New York
Uni versity and the Children’s Museum of
Manhattan concl uded that the pre-school years
are critical, not only for devel opi ng basic
skills for school readiness but also for the
devel opment of children’s interests and beliefs
about their own capabilities and such benefits
don’t stop at its early success. Sone
| ongi tudi nal studi es have shown that early
success can last well into adulthood, and that
such results and |l ong term gains are
particularly inmportant for di sadvantaged
students. One particular study pointed to
participants having a higher median i ncome at
age 40. So you see, the success can be built
upon and compounded |ike interest.
Unfortunately, high quality full day early
chil dhood education is frequently out of reach
for many because it is often hard to find and
it is exorbitant in cost. While the city does
already offer UPK, it is often unavail able for
a full day and sonmetines over crowded. |
believe that expanding full time quality

uni versal pre-kindergarten for all four year
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 12
olds is something we can all agree on for its
benefits are undeni able. While most of the
attention has been on UPK, Resol ution Nunmber
Two al so supports the city’ s plan for high
quality after school prograns for m ddl e aged
students. As we know, m ddl e aged and m ddl e
school life can be tough. M ddle school
students are not quite kids and yet, they're
not quite yet young adults, and they are often
too old for sone progranms and yet too young for
others. |It’s an age where gui dance is sorely
needed. Unfortunately, over the past several
years, New York City afterschool prograns have
been dramatically cut. The Mayor’s plan seeks
to expand after school progranms in order to
hel p students make positive gains in their
academ c performance, inprove conmmunication
skills, decrease behavi oral problenms, and it
offers alternatives to “hanging out.” These
progranms are essential for moving the city
forward. An overwhel m ng amount of New Yorkers
agree with its intent. The Governor of New York
agrees it would be inperative, but has offered

a short-termsolution. The city plans to
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 13
address these vital issues by mnimally
i ncreasing taxes on those maki ng over 500, 000
dollars a year, which would ensure the funding
t hat would continue to be available to sustain
uni versal pre-k and after school prograns | ong
term Resolution Nunber Two fully supports this
plan. 1 want to thank everyone again for com ng
and I will now turn it over to my Co-Chair

Counci |l Member Laurie Cumbo who will say a few

wor ds.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you.
Good afternoon. | amvery excited to introduce
myself to you. | am Council Menber Laurie

Cumbo and | amthrilled and honored to be the
Chair of the Wonmen’s Issues Conmttee at this
incredible time in history. | have decl ared
2014 the year of the woman, not just because it
sounds good, but because this is the year that
we are going to make incredible strides to

cl ose the econom c gap for wonen and to bring
forth unprecedented | egislation that will bring
about the level of equality that wonmen deserve.
First, 1'd like to thank my Co-Chair, Counci

Menber Danny Dromm and menmbers of the Education
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 14
Comm ttee, many of whom began their
professional careers as teachers, principals
and educators, and |1'd |like to acknow edge
them Council Menbers Barron, Rodriguez,
Levine, Dromm Treyger, Cabrera, and even ny
very own science teacher from1S11, M. Misel
So it shows what a great quality coll aborators
we have here today. And these are nmembers that
have given their lives to education, and I'’m so
very proud to work with each and every one of
them | also want to thank Council Member Ben
Kal |l os who was the only nmenber, nmale nmenber, of
the Wonen’s Issues Commttee. Right? Special
recognition to him And it was his idea to do
this joint hearing, and | think that that is so
profound that he too shares ny ideol ogy that
all issues are wonen’s issues and you'll be
seeing many nore joint hearings because we are
going to have a very powerful voice in noving
this city forward. And of course, a year of the
woman woul d not be conplete without having our
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito for sponsoring
this resolution as well as for her |eadership

on this issue and for recognizing that every
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 15
issue is a wonen’s issue. As the new Chair of
the Women’s Issues Conmittee, | am proud to be
part of an issue that is of particular
i mportance to the famlies of New York City. As
| start nmy tenure as Chair | have conme to
realize that wonmen’ s issues are going to be so
i mportant as we create comm ttees and comm ttee
structures where we are going to advance the
causes of women’s equality. Wonmen have enornous
roles in caring for and educating children
while also |ooking to forward thensel ves and
further their educational and econom c careers.
Let nme tell you why UPK is critical to the
success of women, because as you may or may not
know, a | ot of people have asked, what does the
Women’'s | ssues Committee have to do with
uni versal pre-k? |’ m about to break it down for
you. The gender wage gap doesn’t just hurt
wonen, it also hurts famly. Wth nearly two-
thirds of nothers heading their househol ds,
women’ s pay checks are vital to their famlies
nore than ever. Wbnmen on average earn 77 cents
for every dollar a man earns for conparable

wor k. These are figures that you know. Wbnen
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 16
of color suffer froman even nore severe gap.
According to the partnership for women and
famlies, African-Anmerican women and Latinas in
the United States earn 64 cents and 55 cents
for every dollar a man earns. Let’'s take it
even further. There are approximately four
mllion undocumented i mm grant wonmen living in
the United States, but because of their
imm gration status they work the | owest paying
jobs in the country. Undocumented i mm grant
wonmen typically earn m ni mum wage or | ess, get
no sick | eave or vacation time or health
insurance. Pay equity is often a lifeline for
i mm grant wonmen since many are nothers and are
most likely to support famly menbers back
honme. These wage disparities have made wonen
t he new face of poverty and make it al nost
i mpossi ble for women who are heading their
househol ds to give their child the educati ona
and cultural foundation that is so necessary to
their success. Supporting UPK is a huge step
amongst many that will have to be taken in
order to put wonen on the pathway to the m ddle

class while simultaneously giving New York
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 17
City’s children the opportunity to not only
remain relevant in the new gl obal world, but
rather to be |l eaders in our future devel opnment.
VWhen we think about it, the United States is
only one of four nations that does not have
mandatory | eave after having a baby. We are
wi th Liberia, New Guinea, and Swazil and, and
the United States are the only four that do not
offer this level of support for famlies.
Turning back is not an option and we will not
go back. So while we are all aware of and
nostly in agreenment with the educati onal
devel opment value of early chil dhood educati on
and neani ngful after school prograns for
children, we often mss the roles such prograns
play in the econom ¢ and social help of
famlies and communities and adults invol ved.
Since childcare is essential for working
parents to thrive in the work force, |ack of
such care could hinder a parent’s ability to
earn a living, or in other cases, parents m ght
find it difficult to fulfill work requirenents
for public assistance or to attend school due

to lack of childcare. Quality early childhood
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 18
education and other after school programs are
often unattainable to all but the wealthy due
to the exorbitant costs and limted ability.

In order to address such issues Mayor de Bl asio
is proposing to provide every four year old
with high quality full day pre-kindergarten and
every m ddle school student with high quality
after progranms enriched with arts and cul tural
programm ng. As a former museum director who
has operated after school progranms for the | ast
14 years, | understand clear well how arts and
cul tural program ng can be instrumental in
every child s development. Not only is this

i mportant for current parents, this program
wi |l now enhance the |lives of future
generations of New Yorkers. As was pointed out
in the resolution, a study found that children
who participated in quality early education
programs were nore |ikely than non-participants
to graduate from high school, become enpl oyed
and have a higher median incone at the age of
40. Now think about the inpact that this wl
have on our children. How can we not nove

forward? The peopl e have spoken and they have
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 19
deci ded that making in the investment in our
children also known as our future should be the
nunmber one priority of our society. This is
bi gger than all of us. This is bigger than this
room This is a nation-wi de novenent t hat
shoul d have inmplications all over the world.
What we do here is going to have an incredible
i mpact for our future and for each and every
one of our children. | | ook forward to working
wi th each and every one of you. | thank all of
you for com ng here today, for giving of your
time and your energy and for your testinony and
for sharing your ideas, your ideas, your goals,
your belief and your power behind this very
i mportant opportunity is going to create
unprecedented | evels of change for future
generations and each and every one noving
forward. Never underestimate the power of what
a few individuals can do. As you know, it’s the
only thing that has ever changed the worl d.
Thank you very nmuch for this opportunity.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM  Thank you very
much, Council Member Cumbo. As you can see we

are fired up about this issue and--
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nterposing]
Fired up.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Yeah, we can’t
take it. So, | want to introduce our Counci
Menbers who have joined us. Over here to ny
right is Council Member Chai m Deutsch, Counci
Menber | nez Barron, Council Member Brad Lander,
Counci | Member Corey Johnson, Council Member
Mat hi eu Eugene, Council Menmber Antoni o Reynoso,
Counci | Member Mark Weprin, Council Menber Al an
Mai sel , Council Menber Jumaane W I I ians,
Counci|l Member Steve Levin who | see is just
out the door there but com ng in, Counci
Menber Ben Kallos, | can see him Counci
Menber Margaret Chin, Council Member Mark
Levi ne, Council Menber Karen Koslowitz, of
course Council Menmber Cunbo and Speaker Mark-
Viverito and Council Menber Andy King, and
Counci | Menber Debbie Rose. So we have a full
comm ttee today, and said | was going to swear
in our Chancellor and everybody who cones
before this commttee, so |'’m going to ask the
Chancellor to please raise your hand, and do

you swear or affirmto tell the truth, the
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 21
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth in your
testinony before this commttee and to respond
honestly to Council Menmber questions? Okay,
Chancellor, if you could just turn that on.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: | do.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Very good.
Al right, and Chancell or Farina, welcome. W
| ook forward to hearing your testinony.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Good afternoon,
Speaker Mark-Viverito, Chairs Dromm and Cunbo
and all members of the Education and Women’s
| ssues Comm ttees here today. | amthe New
York City Chancellor Carnen Farina. It is ny
pl easure to be here to discuss Resol ution
Nunber Two in support of Mayor de Blasio’ s plan
to establish high quality full day universa
pre-K and high quality after school prograns
for mddle school students in New York City.
What many of you may not know is that
Chancel l ors generally do not appear before
Resol utions, but | think this is an inmportant
one enough that | want to be here in person to
put my name and face behind what you are doing.

| would |like to thank Speaker Mark-Viverito and
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 22
t he Council for your support on this inportant
i ssue, for your long standing support of full
day pre-k and after school prograns. Seated
with me is Sophia Pappas, the Executive
Director of Early Childhood Education at the
Depart ment of Education. During my 40 years in
Education | have | earned that the only way to
i mprove education is to focus attention on the
classroom and quality instruction. And as
Chancellor, I want to see all of New York City
students receive the best possible education as
early as possible. As another side, we should
know t hat as a grandnmot her and abuel a, |
absolutely wanted early chil dhood educati on for
my grandchildren. |’ ve spending an entire
Saturday with my two year old | ooking at pre-k,
but we can afford to pay for it, and not every
one can. The opportunity to attend high quality
full day pre-k is an essential step in this
trajectory. We know that significant growth in
speech, | anguage, and brain devel opnent occurs
before kindergarten. By getting children into
| anguage rich environments that pronote higher

order thinking as soon as possible, pre-k hel ps
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 23
devel op the critical vocabul ary, oral |anguage,
and problem solving skills that serve as a
foundati on for academ c success throughout the
remai nder of their education. And by
establishing strong partnerships with famlies
fromthe beginning we set the tone for
continued active famly invol venment throughout
a child s time in our schools. What many
peopl e may not know that this is the age of
whi ch we insist that teachers go and visit
famlies in their home, and this is certainly
the first step to making sure that famly
connection is firm and conti nuous throughout
t he school years. In cities and states that
currently have universal pre-k, research has
docunmented significant acadenm c gains across
all econom c and racial groups. In Tulsa
Okl ahoma, participation in pre-k was a powerful
predi ctor of children’ s pre-reading and pre-
writing scores and help narrow the achi evenent
gap. New Jersey’s Abbott Districts pre-k
prograns are designed to overconme chronic
educational disparities and have denonstrated

substantial inmpacts on achievenent in | anguage,
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COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 24
literacy and mat hematics. A recent study found
t hat Boston’s universal pre-k narrows the
achi evement gap and produces gains in
vocabul ary and math skills with children from
all backgrounds. This past Saturday | spent
al nrost two and a half hours neeting with
someone was one of the architects fromthe
Bost on program and she said by fourth grade the
achi evement gap and the increase was al nost 10
points by fourth grade reading scores. And
that’s really, really one of the things that we
want to see happen in New York. Another step in
setting up our young people for success in
college in careers is to focus on the quality

of their m ddle school experience. For many of

us who are imm grant children, | renmenber the
settl ement houses. | don’t know how many of
them still exist, but | remenber having a

menbership card that allowed me to go after
school and be able to partake in physical
activities. They didn’t work very well wth
me, but | did enjoy the hanging out, which is
absolutely essential. You need to hang out in a

safe environment, which the settl enment houses
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were and I'd like to see our schools becone
t hose safe environments for our kids. Just
l'i ke pre-k, these prograns offer crucial
resources that may not be ot herwi se avail abl e
to students. Not only do they help our students
i nprove academ c performance, they force the
community at a critical time in child's
devel opment. M ddle schoolers need to be with
their peers. They' re the ones that nostly pay
attention to, but imagine peers who are
actually in a safe environnment with caring
adults. After school where academ cs is not
al ways the main subject. That really does make
a difference for themin the rest of their
lives. You understand that providing free,
hi gh quality full day pre-k to an esti mated
73,250 four year olds by the 2015/2016 schoo
year. We have the opportunity to dramatically
alter the academc |ife pardons of our city’'s
children. You understand that giving the
i mportance of pre-k for our children, famly,
and city, we nmust start this two year roll out
with a significant increase and full day

options starting this com ng year. Wo wants
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to be the person that did not make a difference
in even just one child s life. You'll also
recogni ze that m ddl e school is a pivotal tinme
for our students. As early as sumer 2014 we
can begin after school expansion from m ddle
schools in targeted nei ghborhoods and expand to
the 116 stand-al one m ddl e schools currently
wi t hout an after school programin Septenber
2014. As | visited m ddle schools throughout
the city, and today | hit ny number 16'", this
has becone clearer to me. At an age where the
alternative can |ead to dropping out or
incarceration, a good after school program has
t he power, not only to change the course of the
student’ s academ c career, but to change his or
her life. It is the only way we’'re going to
i mprove high school graduation rates. How do we
turn this information into real long |asting
change? The central challenge is sufficient
sust ai nable funding. Wthout nulti-year,
guar ant eed fundi ng, agencies and providers will
be unable to secure the high quality educators
and space necessary to serve every child in New

York City. Thank you for recognizing that a
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smal | tax increase will allow an enormus
investment in the future of our city. Every
child not already in a pre-k program has
already lost critical learning tinme. Filling
the gap in full pre-k access cannot wait,
providing quality after school prograns for
m ddl e school students is a nust. |If we are
truly commtted to increasing the nunmber of New
York City students who graduate from high
school college and career ready, the children
we could potentially place in these prograns
this com ng Septenmber will not get another
change of experiences that set up for
achi evement and increase opportunities in |ife.
| also want to add that students for whom
English is a second | anguage will actually
doubl e their experiences the nore time they
spend in school, and those are really one of
the specific targets that we want to be able to
serve. Thank you so much for your support. |I’'m
proud to stand with you in consensus on this
issue, and | look forward to working with you
in the future. | thank you for the ability to

testify before you today.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 28

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Thank you,

Chancel | or Fari na. | --Before | allow
questions, | would like to allow our Public
Advocate to make a statenent. Our Public

Advocate Letitia Janmes is here.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you,
Chair and thank you Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito and the Chair of the Whnen’s
Comm ttee, Council Menmber Cunbo and all the
menbers of the Council for allowing me to say a
few words. Good afternoon. Here in New York
City, we have a choice to make. We can turn our
back on young children or we can offer thema
hel pi ng hand. New York has al ways been a pl ace
of opportunity and it is up to us, everyone in
this roomto make sure that universal pre-k
becomes a reality in New York City. New Yorker
woul d be best served with a recurring, a
dedi cated revenue source for UPK such as the
plan to tax high earners that Mayor Bill de
Bl asio has rightly proposed. The Mayor has
showed tremendous foresight when he put forth
his bold vision for universal pre-k, and we

must all get behind that vision. If you talk to
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educators, lifelong teachers, they would tel
you that the benefits of pre-k are innumerable,
and these benefits follow children for the rest
of their education and adult |life. Contrary to
what republicans in Al bany want you to believe,
the Mayor’s bold plan for universal pre-k has
been enbraced by New Yorkers and people around
the country for one sinple reason: quality pre-
k works. It worked in New Jersey and it can
work here. We know that early education
provi des a foundation that lasts a lifetine, a
strong self-esteem and confidence to carry
young students into the future. And we al so
know unfortunately that comprehensive UPK
progranms are often not accessible to | ow incone
residents throughout New York City. Too many
| ow i ncome famlies, too many single nothers
are left with the options to |eave their young
child with famly wi th nei ghborhood sitters or
in basic care centers which are often
under funded. Universal pre-k is not a Worman’s
| ssue, it’s a working and m ddl e cl ass persons
issue. It’s a famly issue. Access to a quality

pre-k and head start prograns eases econom c
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stress on mddle class parents and famlies who
m ght often wi se pay thousands of dollars for
such a program and in case you didn’t know,
there are over 20,000 disanis [phonetic] in the
honel ess system and nore |ikely--and they are
more |likely than their peers to experience
acute and chronic health probl ens,
devel opment al del ays, clinical depression
anxi ety and behavior problems. They m ss an
average of 31 days of school each term  They
perform | ower on tests and are nore likely to
repeat grades. | want to thank Chancell or
Carmen Farina, but | also urge the Department
of Educati on and Departnent of Homel ess
Services to work collaboratively to address the
| aggi ng of homel ess children attending public
schools. | |look forward to working with them on
this. W need to ensure that our nust
vul nerabl e children start off on the right
foot. Lastly, as we all know education quite
simply levels the playing field. It did for ne,
and that is why I want to work to ensure that
our nost vul nerable children and their

famlies, those living in our shelter system be
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gi ven the extra support necessary to navigate a
someti mes overwhel m ng system | stand by you
on universal pre-k. | stand with Chancell or
Carmen Farina, and | also stand with our Mayor.
Thank you, Speaker.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Thank you, Madam
Publ i c Advocate. | want to say that we’ve been
joined by Council Member Mark Treyger and
Counci |l Member Vinnie Gentile, and with that |
would like to turn it over to our Speaker for
guesti oni ng.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: Thank you,
M. Chair. Chancellor, again, | thank you for
being here and | want to just reiterate
somet hi ng that you nmentioned that typically
Chancel l ors or heads of agencies don’t usually
come to speak on behalf of resolutions, but
t hat obviously this is an issue of al nost
priority to have you here and to have our
incom ng Deputy Mayor here, | think just
continues to reiterate how much of a priority
this is for New York City. It’s a call to
action that we have now our Public Advocate as

a city-wide elected official, that we have the
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full City Council representing the 8.3 mllion
people all united in saying that we want to
i mpl ement uni versal pre-k in the way that the
Mayor has defined, by allowing for this
incremental increase in tax rate of those
earning the most. | think that that’s inportant
that that message continue to be heard, sent,
the drum beat [phonetic] is growing. It’s not
di m ni shing and we want to see a vote on the
floor of Albany to nmake this a reality. 1In the
ready to launch report, and | think that’s one
of the things that | think sonme of us want to
focus on in terns of the inplenmentation.

Movi ng forward, you indicated in your testinony
that you're ready to go for Septenber. And
obvi ously, the--that’s an issue that we want to
fully understand. This is obviously a, you
know, the UPK expansion is very conplicated. It
invol ves nmultiple agencies as well. The
identifying of classroom space in order to nake
t his happen. Sonme of it has been nentioned in
the report, but I think we would like to get
just a little bit nore detail on how you see

t hat moving forward. How do you see the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 33

di fferent agencies? Are you as the Chancell or
overseeing that interaction between all the
agencies? Just in ternms of the--speaking a
little bit to that first.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Well, | think
first of all, the Mayor considers this so
i mportant that he actually named the Deputy
Mayor, Richard Buery, whose going to kind of be
the |iaison between all the agencies to nmake
sure that we actually talk to each other, and
that the plan that we put together has a
responsibility for each of us. So that’'s
definitely one thing. | think the other thing
that | think is crucial is that we’ve appointed
a key person on our staff, which is Sophia
Pappas who has done a yeoman’s [phonetic] job
at doing all the hard work. | know | conme
before you | present the ideas and | try to get
you revved up, but the real work is being done
right here. But | think also we are very
conscious that this has to also be sonething
peopl e buy into. So we have actually asked
principals to designate the spaces in their

bui Il dings and CBO s do designate the spaces.
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So this is not a matter of us com ng and sayi ng
we need x anount of seats and all of you have
to give it to us, but where is there space. |
know of one school in particular that just gave
us four different--four settings for classes in
their school. So I think it’s a multifaceted
project. I'Il let Sophia talk a little bit
about the ready to launch, but it’'s certainly
bei ng spearheaded by me, but |iaison by
Ri chard, and actually carried by Sophia. So you
have the three people here who are going to do
nost of the work.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Just before you
start, Sophia, let me just swear you in as
well. Do you swear to affirmor tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth in your testinony before this commttee
and to respond honestly to Council Member
guestions?

SOPHI A PAPPAS: | do.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM  Thank you.

SOPHI A PAPPAS: Thank you,
Chancellor. And thank you for having us,

Counci | Menmbers. | think first and forenost,
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quality is going to drive this entire process.
So there’s a lot in the report about how we're
identifying space, our pipeline of teachers and
so forth, but we really want to make sure that
the quality of applications comng from public
school s and community based organizations wil
determ ne what happens in terns of our
deci sions of where the pre-k seats will go. So
in the process of evaluating proposals that
come in fromcomunity based organi zations
starting this Friday, ‘cause that’s when the
deadline is, and proposals com ng from our
public schools, fromthe deadline next week on
the 25'", we will be |ooking very closely at
written applications. W' Il also be doing site
visits to assess both the quality of the
instructional program and the suitability of
space, and so we are already nmaking enornous
strides in that direction. As | nentioned the
deadl i nes are fast approaching and we're really
preparing our staff to do those reviews. But
there’s also trenmendous coordination with other
agenci es. So Department of Health and Mental

Hygi ene is of course pivotal on the comunity
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based organi zati on end of things because they
permt the spaces, and so we’re building on our
past coll aboration to make sure that we're
prepared to do these reviews and nmake sure that
t he spaces are viable cone September. | also
work very closely with the Adm nistration for
Children Services. As the report says, we have
roughly 12,700 seats that are UPK, but in ASC
Early Learn Centers, and so we' re working very
closely to make sure that whether you're a UPK
seat in a public school, a CBO that contracts
with the DOE or with ACS, that you can neet the
quality parameters laid out in the report.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: | also want to
add that one of the other pieces that we're
very concerned about is the quality of
instruction. So, in two weeks I’'ll be neeting
with the deans of all the coll eges of education
in New York City to lay our paraneters, what we
t hink Early Education should |ook Iike and that
we expect this to be a need. Many of the
col |l eges had actually dropped their Early
Chi | dhood courses and we’'re asking themto

review and to see how they may help us in maybe
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adj usting some of the courses they're presently
giving so that the teachers who are being
assigned to these prograns are really trained
to work with young children which is very
di fferent than working with children on other
gr ades.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Now, |'m
going to--1 just have one nore question, and
know that on this issue there's going to be
many col | eagues that want to get nore details
on the UPK portion of it. |I wanted to ask one
specific question regarding the after school
program ng part of it, which I think there’'s
not as much detail on that. | would assunme to
some extend that maybe the infrastructure so to
speak is pretty much easier to find on the
m ddl e school front and providing the
appropriate slots than obviously the work that
needs to get done to prepare, you know, seats
for inmplenmentation of full UPK. So how do you
see finding the additional slots that you want
to fund for every mddle school child? Where
do you find those? Are you finding those just

within a school setting? Is it within the
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beacon school structure, the corner stone
structure?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [i nterposing] |
think it--yeah. | think it’s a conmbination of
all those, but | think right now what we're
finding is a much wi der gap where there aren’t
any prograns at all. So certainly | ooking at
school s that have the capacity for the prograns
that presently don’t have them The other thing
is also trying to unify in many of the school s.
We now know there are several cooperative
ventures in many of the m ddle schools, |ike
you know, we have MS2|I and we have Sunmmer
Quest. We have progranms that are working, but
we’'re only able to fund maybe 11 schools in the
entire city. We'd like to see sone of these
programs that have shown unbelievable results
really raised dramatically and extend into
certain clusters of the city. Right now, npst
of our programs are in the Bronx. We'd like to
see some of themin Brooklyn, Southeast Queens,
where the greatest need is these progranms. And
also to sone degree, tweaking prograns and we

just met | ast week with a whole bunch of
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agenci es and one of the issues we discussed is
where does certain academ c qualities fit into
them For exanple, I'"ma big believer in
i ndependent reading as a way to increase
reading. So how do the after school prograns
al so make sure that they include some of these
in their programs. So, we're working on it, but
that’s definitely going to be a multi-agency
approach because we’'re also neeting with al
the CBO s who we think have quality to offer
and seeing how many nore of them we can get to
wor k toget her.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: And t he
agencies that you have to work with on the
after school front may be sonewhat different
than the ones that you're dealing with on the
preschool front?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [i nterposing]
Yes.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: Correct?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [interposing]
Absol utely, because a lot of them you know,
gui dance, and certainly sonmeone nmenti oned

before, | think it was you Daniel, you talked
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about “hanging out.” Well we need to hang out,
but in a good environment.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: Exactly.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: People |i ke Good
Shepherd’s Services certainly. Richard, | went
to visit a school that had the Children' s Aid
society. How do these agencies all add val ue,
but in very different ways, and how do they
coordinate their efforts, because sometines in
after school prograns, this program was here on
Mondays and this program was here on Thursdays,
but how do we get themto work together so
there’s a comon purpose and common goal s?

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: So on the
| ast--on that question, that’s the | ast
guestions with regards to cost per child on the
after school, have you identified that and when
will you be able to finalize what the expansion
is going to look like. You tal ked about
identifying programs that work and possibly
expandi ng their reach in ternms of other

geographi c areas, when do you factor that that-
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CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [interposing] |I--
we’'re hoping to have some of these in writing
by, in another nmonth or so. We had our first
mul ti agency neeting and everybody had homewor k
to bring back to the table, and so I figure
within a nonth I should be able to have those.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: On the
m ddl e school - -

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [interposing] On
the m ddl e school .

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: | appreciate
it. I know there’ s many, many questions ny
col | eagues have. |I’Il leave it there. Thank you
very much, Chancell or.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM Okay. Thank you,
Madam Speaker. And | did want to follow up on a
couple of itens that have been raised already,
and 1’1l try to be as brief as | can so that ny
col |l eagues can al so have an opportunity to ask
guestions because we do have a nunber of people
signed up for questions already. |In regard to
t he space issue, |I'"'mrepresent District 24 and
District 30 in the City Council and they are

our two most over-crowded Di stricts. VWher eas
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you' re saying that there’'s going to be sone
space in existing public schools. | don’t think
that that’s true in Districts |like that, and
maybe a few others around the City. \What are
your plans at this point to deal with that
i ssue?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Well, in many of
those districts we' re obviously | ooking at
CBO s and we’'re al so | ooking at school s that
m ght want to convert certain prograns into
pre-k, but--

SOPHI A PAPPAS: Sure. We're
confident that between the public schools and
CBO s we' Il be able to accommpdate the needs.
We al so part of the plan has, includes start up
grants. So whereas certain progranms nmay not
have been able to do this because of certain
space needs in the past. They perhaps will be
able to do it now. And that’'s why our
col l aboration with DOHVH is so inportant too
because right when the proposals come in, we'l
prioritize those where it |ooks |ike they may
have additi onal space needs and we’'l|l be able

to assess those needs right away and make sure
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t hat seats are ready for September. Now, if
there are ones that aren’'t, that’s where our
pi peline devel opment conmes in. This is a two-
year roll out. So we will do our best to get as
many seats avail abl e by September as possible
but will also have an eye towards full scale up
by the second year.

CHAI RPERSON DROVM So that kind of
also takes me to the next question, which is
how do you define high quality preschoo
educati on, because it varies fromgroup to
group from DOE to CBO and you know, how wi |
you define that word, those words?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Well, | think
first and forenost is making sure that the
t eachers who are going into these progranms have
some experience with four year olds. Four-year-
olds are very, very different than even |l ate
five-year-olds and six-year-olds. So the also,
you know, there’'s been a |l ot of talk about what
school s should be Iike, especially, you know,
with core curriculum and standards. We believe
t hat four-year-olds need a | ot of play, but

t hat play is what devel ops | anguage. So what
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does play look like in a four-year-old worl d?
VWhat does an environment | ook |like? Are there
bl ocks? Are there easels or are there paints?
The kinds of things we know are crucial so to
t he point that we can even devel op, and | know
Sophi a’s al ready done this, pictures of what a
classroom should ook like. It’s not just about
anyt hi ng goes or we put big desks in roons for
little kids. | think the other thing is we
anticipate at | east one week of intensive
trai ning of everyone who's going to teach in
uni versal pre-k, and that this training will be
the same for all people, but with a CBO teacher
or a public school teacher. So that for the
first time, the equity’s going to also be in
the resources we give them They will also be-
-we al ready have pre-k standards that have been
written out. So to what degree do we hold
t eachers accountable to followi ng these
standards? 1Is there a lot of talk in the
classroonms? |Is there inventive witing and are
t hey read al ouds, the kind of things we know
are crucial to devel op | anguage given, you

know, in fact that we really want to see
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| anguage devel op as one of the major evidences
of these UPK working. How nuch | anguage is
there? |Is there constructed, you know, play
around | anguage? So | think we're really kind
of working on that. We also know that in sone
of the designated prograns around the country,

t hey have had, used specific curriculums, and
know Sophia’s teamis already | ooking at these
curriculums and seeing which one we’'ll adopt so
that all kids will have the same experiences
across the City.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM |’ m so glad to
hear that, because you know, as a former public
school teacher, often tines | taught fourth
grade. | would find that children cane to
fourth grade unprepared with very basic early
chil dhood skills, putting square pegs into
round hol es and not knowi ng quantities of water
and sand, etcetera. So I'’mvery glad to hear
that that’s going to be the enphasis on that.
No testing right?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: No testing.

CHAI RPERSON DROVM Al right. We

don’t want any testing of the four year ol ds.
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CHANCELLOR FARI NA: No way.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM  Any st andardi zed
testing of a four-year-old, so |I'’mglad to hear
that. So, you know, | was at City College this
morni ng al so, and | spoke to about 150
education students. There is this need to
devel op them and to open up the door to them
Do you anticipate hiring new teachers for these
positions, and if so, how many and how woul d
you go about doing that?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Wel |, absol utely,
but these teachers will also have to be
interviewed specifically for these grades. It’s
not just about taking a fourth grade teacher
who all of a sudden decides they want to go
teaching pre-k. Sophia and |I had a | ot of
di scussions on this. You' ve got to be the right
person for the job. You know, one of the
studi es that had been done years ago is about
ki ds--remenber, there was a tinme when there was
no all day pre--all day K, and we saw that the
di fference was when kids were in Kindergarten
all day that the first grade was made a | ot

easier for teachers or kids readi ness. So |
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think that we really have to ensure that to be
a successful UPK, you are ready and | don’t
mean test ready. | mean social ready,
enmotional ready, ready to |love learning. W
want pre-k to be an experience that the kids
can’t wait to say, “I can’t wait to go to
school the next day.” So | think we said about
2,000 teachers.

SOPHI A PAPPAS: Yeah, it’s
approxi mately 2,000 teachers needed. W have a
strong pipeline of early childhood certified
teachers who already apply to the DOE every
yea, but in addition, we're really going to
doubl e down on efforts to provide recruitnment
and sel ection guidance to principals and
directors. CBO directors can already access
applicants who go through the DOE system
provi ded the applicant says that they are open
to teaching in a CBO, so we'll really be
rampi ng that up to increase nonmentum behind
this, but also to make sure adm nistrators have
the tools they need to select high quality

t eachers.
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CHANCELLOR FARI NA: We al so want to
make sure that principals who are having UPK
for the first time understand that it is a
different breed and that for exanple, perhaps
something like an earlier admt--later entry in
the morning, earlier dism ssal so they re not
in the mdst of all--1 know those, sone of the
t hi ngs that those senior principals knew were
very inmportant. There are certain rules and
regul ati ons around UPK that are different than
ot her ages. So to the degree that principals
who may not have had these progranms in the
past, they' ||l be some professional for them as
wel | .

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM And in regard to
the pay for teachers in the CBO s versus those
in the DOE schools, have you factored that into
the formula for the noney that’'s needed to fund
this?

SOPHI A PAPPAS: We are conmmtted to
drawing in and keeping the best teachers for
t hese cl assroonms, as we’ve tal ked about with

all the research, it’'s essential that we have
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t he highest quality instruction, and so we're
currently working out the details of that plan.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM Okay, good. |
hope you will keep that in mnd as to
attracting higher teachers requires often times
being able to pay themwell. So |I know t hat
that’s somet hing of inportance to us here. And
| don’t want to take too nmuch time, but | do
have one question about CFE funding. And to
me, that’'s kind of at the crux of what it is
that we’'re tal king about in regard to pronoting
the Mayor’'s plan for the 500 mllion, and for
t hose who make over 500,000 dollars a year.
Because | read an article in this mrning’ s New
York Times where M chael Rubel [phonetic] said
that the state who had | ed the CFE canpai gn
said that the state is about four billion
dollars behind in fulfilling its agreement on
CFE funding. Wth that type of record, can we
trust the state to provide enough funding
novi ng forward for UPK, or do we need the
doll ars that the Mayor is tal king about?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: We need the

dollars, and the reality is |I'm meeting M chae
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Rubel . 1 have already plans on how I’m going to
spend the nmoney, so | need to neet with him and
see how we get the noney in our pockets.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM Cause that’s
al ways been a concern of those of us who are in
education, is that the dollar that are prom sed
to us never really materialize from Al bany, and
that is--we will not be able to do this unless
we have our own plan in place ready to go to
ensure for future generations that Early
Chi | dhood, Early Universal Pre-K is avail able
to all.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: It should be a
suppl ement not in place of.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM Exactly. | think
what |I’m going to do is go to Council Menmber
Laurie Cumbo at this point, who has questions
as well, and then we’'ll go to the other Council
Members.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you
Counci|l Menmber Dromm  You were very thorough
in your questions. | just want to thank you
and Chancellor, | so appreciated your remarks

at Brooklyn Tech when you decl ared t hat




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 51
education is back, and so it’s so good to hear
your thorough responses from that perspective.
| wanted to talk a little bit about, of course,
the role that arts and culture will play in
this. Have there been discussions involving
t he Departnment of Cultural Affairs on both
fronts in terms of pre-k as well as with m ddle
school programs? Currently, the New York City
Council has a program call ed CASA, the Cul tural
After School Adventures Program that | and
many ot her organi zations |’m sure here have
benefited from but the challenges that each
Counci|l Member only gets five, and so it has
al ways been a choice to say which of the five
schools will have after school progranmm ng
And so | wanted to know has there been a real
strong push to see the arts community enpower ed
both on the pre-k as well as on the m ddle
school front?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Well, | feel like
you planted the question. So one of my many
lives was as arts coordinator and | have
actually a very good relationship with the arts

community in New York City. On March 4'"
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there’s a breakfast being hosted in nmy honor at
t he New York historical society to which all
the cultural institutions in New York City have
been invited, and | understand 65 people
al ready responded yes, and at that particular
meeting |I’m hoping to ask themto be assistance
to us in this effort. | don’t want to kind of
jump the gun, but one of the things that I
would really like for themto think about is
havi ng one afternoon a week from4:00 to 6:00
where they open their nmuseuns to teenagers,
acconpani ed by an adult, but never the |ess,
teenagers that will be able to go outside their
own nei ghborhoods and have anot her ki nd of
experience, and |’ m hoping that they wil
assign a curator and several nuseuns have
al ready said yes when we’ve discussed the idea.
So my i--nmy thing is that for many of our
adol escents, particularly those who may not
have a ot of |ife experiences, if you think
about the test scores, for many kids it’s
because what they' re reading is not sonething

they can relate to. So the nore experiences

t hey have, and nuseuns give us all those
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experience, certainly Museum of the Natural
Hi story, all our Arts nuseunms, they all have so
much to offer. So, | think the arts comunity
will be very much part of our partners. To the
degree they re working in UPK, I’mnot quite
sure yet, but with teenagers, absolutely. 1°d
like to see some of them as docents. The
Whi t ney [ phonetic] Museum has a wonderf ul
program where they work with certain schools
and they teach the kids to be docents about a
particular artwork. |If we could do that in
many of the places, that would be ideal. Many
of our cultural institutions have already
devel oped curriculum around Anerican History.
Why are we going to wite it if they already
have it. So to the degree that we’'re going to
work with them absolutely, and | can’'t wait
and 1’1l report back to you what we end up
doi ng that day.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you so
very much. | am very excited about the
opportunity to see our nuseuns as well as our
hi storical societies, as well as our artists

empower ed through this new initiative. | also
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wanted to ask you, as far as curriculum is
there a curriculumin place for universal pre-k
If not, or if we're still--how will that
curriculum be fornmulated in time, because this
is going to happen, so I'’malready in the
prem se and working in the direction of that
tinmeline? How will the curriculum be devel oped
and who will be responsible for creating and
i mpl enmenting this curriculunf?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA:  The curriculum
is already done. 1’1l let Sophia talk a little
bit about it. *‘Cause renenber, we have pre-k
in the City and we have all day pre-k, it just
has been in selected places and it depends to a
| arger degree on the funding and how the
principals were able to work around certain--
the | oop holes that they had to work around. So
the curriculumis there. It also, which | think
is very inmportant, it’s a curriculum of
continuity. It, for exanple, what the UPK asks
to be done actually gets built up in
ki ndergarten and first grade and then up. So
it’s not an isolated group of skills. It’s

skills that get recycled every year thereafter.
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SOPHI A PAPPAS: Sure. So our focus
is on making sure the curriculum advances al
the standards, the pre-k state standards known
as the Pre-kindergarten Foundation for the
Common Core, and that’s critical because you
get a conmprehensive curriculumthat really
focuses on all areas of devel opment from
soci al, enotional devel opnent to early
literacy, math, physical and so forth. W also
want to make sure that the curriculumis using
devel opmental |y appropriate practice. So the
Chancel l or nenti oned having plenty of play,
t he combi nati on of whole group, small group
and free play activities. Currently, what we do
is we enable pre-k progranms across the City to
choose curricula or develop curricula that neet
those criteria. So, often times they're
choosing published curricula, such as creative
curriculum or tools of the m nd, but other
times they are devel oping interdisciplinary
units based on their student’s interests and
background that draw from some of those other
curricula, but that cover all the standards

that | mentioned. Additionally, my staff are
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currently evaluating a set of published
curricula to see if we want to provide nore
gui dance and policies around that curricul a.

We really want to nmake sure that it advances
the state standards. They cane out in 2011. So,
we want to make sure that what’s out there
that’s published is aligned to those, but we
al so have a | ot of prograns that are devel oping
curricula based on devel opnmentally appropriate
practice and that our standards align, and so
it’s our job to make sure that when we eval uate
those curricula and the inmplementation of it,
we don’t want to stop with the plans. W want
to see how it’s inplenmented, making sure that
it’s really nmoving every child forward.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: And it’s not
about noving kindergarten down to pre-k. It’s
maki ng sure the pre-k kids are ready to go to
ki nder garten.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Excel |l ent.
And | just want to add with that, in this
noment of opportunity where ideas are still
being fornmul ated, it would be so incredible and

power ful that the curricula and the program
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that you're tal king about have the ability as
was stated to reflect the diversity of the
different historical and cultural experiences
of each and every child, and I feel if that
coul d happen, we will dramatically change the
dynam cs of New York City in ternms of how we
interconnect with one another. Thank you so
much.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM Thank you,
Counci | Member Cumbo. And now ny col |l eagues
are going to love me, but |I have to hold you
all to three mnutes. |’mgoing to put you on
the clock, and our first Council Menber to ask
questions is Council Menber Mark Levine. And
Sergeant, would you start the cl ock?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Thank you,
Counci |l Menmber Dromm  Chancellor, | was so
happy to hear you enphasize quality in both
contexts, in Early Childhood and after school .
We don’t want this to be just babysitting. W
want this to be an experience to help children
devel op academ cally, socially, enotionally,
artistically, and the key to that really nore

t han any other factor is the adult in the room
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the instructor, the teacher. You' ve made
reference to this several times. So ny
questions for you concern the critical process
of recruiting, selecting, training and
supporting staff in both contexts. W have a
big recruitment chall enge ahead of us. | think
we’'re going to be | ooking to double the normal
intake of Early Childhood teachers. You
reference uniformtraining, and 1’'d |ove to

hear about who and how you think that would be

offered. |If you could briefly talk about that
in both contexts, | would be appreciative.
CHANCELLOR FARI NA:  Well, | think

certainly the University partners that we
choose and we’re not going to work with al

uni versities, we're going to work with

uni versities that have a track record,
particularly in Early Childhood. We're going to
propose to them what we want to see happen, and
Sophia and her teamw ||l actually review what
they bring to the table, and | think there
certainly have been enough teachers in the past
applying for early childhood slots, but we

didn’t have enough early chil dhood slots to
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give them So |I'’m not worried that there won't
be enough people applying. | just want to nake
sure that the people who do apply then are also
commtted to be retrained. Because even if they
come with a license already, we're going to say
in addition to what you have, this is what you
al so have to do. So that’'ll be part of what we
do, certainly for UPK

SOPHI A PAPPAS: Just to add one
t hing, and sonething we’ve seen in Boston and
New Jersey, is the powerful role of onsite
coaches for supporting the devel opment of
teachers. So on ny team we already have a cadre
of about 40 coaches. W ’'re |looking to increase
that so that they can actually provide the
follow-up to professional devel opment training
and wor kshops that’s very targeted to the needs
of individual sites. Just |like every kid is
different, every teacher is different and need
di fferent things, so we want to make sure we
have strong partnerships with universities. W
al so want to provide a continuity of training
that really devel ops teachers and brings out

their full potential.
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CHANCELLOR FARI NA: You should al so
know that UPK in the past, and |’ m assuni ng
it’s going to continue, also had mandated hal f
days. There are certain times during the year
where the children only cone to school half a
day, and that was to continue the professional
devel opment for teachers, and in sone cases to
even include time for honme visits that teachers
woul d go during the course of the year to visit
hones to keep that home fam ly connection
goi ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVINE: In my |ast 20
seconds, you referenced requiring credentials,
| assume that would apply to the after schoo
context as well, and I’ m wondering what that
credential would be. Would it be coll ege
training?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Well, | think
for the after schools it’'s a different kind of
credential. For exanple, one of the things we
tal ked about is making sure that there' s sone
ki nd of gui dance conponent to every after
school program It doesn’t have to be a

gui dance counsel or, per say. It could be a
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soci al worker. It could be agencies who are
trained in that way. So that would be one of
the qualities.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM  Okay, thank you
Counci | Menber Levine. Council Member Brad
Lander ?

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Thank you to
both the Chairs and to the Speaker and
Chancel | or and Ms. Pappas, wonderful to have
you here and working so hard on this.
Chancell or, one thing that | know you and |
both feel passionately about is parent and
famly involvenent, and this seens |ike both a
wonder ful opportunity and a big chall enge,
partly because you' re in the schools and the
CBO s, but such an inportant monent when we can
engage parents in Early Chil dhood Devel opnent.
Are there sone plans under way? Either does
this build on what we’'re already doing in the
UPK cl assroons, or you’'re thinking we could
i ncorporate that would both help get parents

back into our classroonms and really build on
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how fam |lies can be involved in their kid's
devel opment.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: | think pre-k in
particular is a place where children feel nost
confortable in comng into classroonms, because
| think a lot of the activities, | nean, to the
old days if you want to call them that, there
were cooking activities. There were sew ng
activities. There were all kinds of stuff
around play that parents were invited to come
in and partake with their children. To the
degree that in certain neighborhoods, we--it’s
| ess threatening to a parent to come into a
pre-k classroom because there are no
established skills that you need have to play
in the sandbox, except be willing to get dirty
or messy. So | do think that that is a perfect
pl ace to begin the engagenent. And al so,
think it’s incunmbent upon principals that once
they get themin the door in UPK to figure out
a way to keep them vested in that school for
the rest of the tinme. So | think the
home/ school connection that starts in UPK is

really, really crucial.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 63
COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: It’'s great to

hear you say that, and | think the
opportunities both to help educators think
strongly about parent involvenent and parents
to think about school involvenent and really
have t hat be regardl ess of race, incone,
nei ghbor hood; a great opportunity, so |I’'’m gl ad
to hear that you’'re thinking about it. | want
to push a little further on sort of the
connections between crowdi ng class size and
fundi ng. You spoke to the need to make sure
that the City not only gets this dedicated high
income earner tax, which is so essential, but
to keep pushing forward on the CFE npbney and
your thoughtful ness about the chall enging
i ssues of finding seats in already over-crowded
districts, and | just want to make sure that
we’'re doing this with an eye to class size,
because in so many districts, cuts to the
classrooms, cuts in funding and crowi ng mean
that a percentage of our elenmentary school kids
in classes of 30 or more has gone through the
roof. That’'s part of why we must have the tax,

because we can’'t sacrifice our second, third,
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fourth graders to too large class size in
exchange for UPK, but it’s also going to take
smart planning on your part to be attentive to
class size even as we're driving big growth in
UPK.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA:  Well, | think
class size is certainly something |’ve been
struggling with in ternms of how does it all fit
into this, and certainly some of the
conversations will have with Rubel, | think, on
Friday, but the other way to | ook at class
size, is not so many--how many kids sit in a
room but how--how much support does the
teacher in that roomget. So | know as a
princi pal of a school that was al nost al ways
over-crowded and didn’t have room for pre-Kk,
the one thing I was able to do and we assume we
can still do is | got part-tine people in every
single grade in the building. So that every
t eacher got at |east an hour and a half of a
second body in their classroom who was
specially trained in AI'S services. And that
actually really hel ped. Overall, it was al nost

better, because it’s the quality of the teacher
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in the room not necessarily how many kids sit
in the chairs, although, at sone point there’'s
a tipping point. But | do think that getting
teachers who are specifically trained for
struggling readers in particular and being able
to be the second pair of hands in a roomon a
rotating basis for grades first through fifth
grade. So, | do think that’s one of things
we’'re putting on the table, and |I’m going to be
focusing particularly that the nmoney does cone
t hrough on first grade.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Not if, when,
and- -

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [interposing]
V\hen.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: it is why we
are fighting so hard, absolutely.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: We need the nobney
to do sonething in first grade.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Absol utely.
Thank you very nuch

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Thank you,

Counci |l Menmber Lander. Next up we're going to
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have Council Menmber Jumaane W I Iliams foll owed
by Council Member Margaret Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Thank you
to both Chairs and to the Speaker. Welcone and
congratul ations to the Chancellor and the new
Deputy Mayor, Richard Buery. | also wanted to
give a shout out. | think | saw Felipe Luciano
somewhere in the crowd. | wanted to give hima
shout out. He’'s done such work, someone
adm red since | was young. Thank you.

Obvi ously, the previous relationship, | didn't
know i f | should come in singing Kunmbaya or
something with the new adm nistration, but |1
get right into the questions. Thank you for
com ng here at all, and sone of these may have
been asked, so if they have, you can just tell
me and |I'Il ask nmy coll eagues. But what is the
adm nistration’s stance on including charter
schools in the pre-k expansion?

CHANCELLOR FARINA: It's a work in
pr ogress.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: W |
beacon schools be utilized for after schoo

programs. | think Mayor Dinkins did a couple of
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t hi ngs great that our Mayor G uliani took
credit for. First, was the opening of the
beacon school s and increasing the nunber of
troops of officers on the ground in the beacon
school s have gone down since then. So is that
something that will be reutilized?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: We’'re not taking
anyt hing away. We’'re adding things on. So in
pl aces where there are already existing
programs and they’ re working well, there’'s no
reason to take that away. So, making them
stronger, maybe a little bit nore robust is the
only part of our plans, but we’'re not taking
anyt hi ng away.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Alright.
My first job out of school was running a beacon
program that’s no | onger there, but schools are
just a great place for, particularly for
communi ties that don’t have conmunity centers.
Hopefully we’' Il look into that. In terns of
col |l ege readiness, it’'s about 90 percent for
bl ack students, 20 percent for Hispanic
students are deened col |l ege ready, and 53

percent for white and 62.4 for Asian students.
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Do you think the UPK plan will have an
achi evement gap effect?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Absolutely. The
problemis that nobody’ s ready to wait over
time. Everybody wants to see results tonorrow,
and the reality is that the UPK prograns, ny
feeling is they're going to show the first
results by third grade. Not everybody is
patient to do that, but the reality is that
good results take tine. My feeling is that the
reason | think we need to do both, UPK and
m ddl e school, is that a m ddle school is not
only working on mddle school. M major focus
in seventh grade. We know that if seventh
graders focused on very strongly, that those
kids are going to be successful by ninth grade.
Wor ki ng on high school graduation rate in 10'"
grade is way too late. So to ne, it’s about how
we build increnmentally, the progress that needs
to take place to nake sure they can. And al so,
it’s not about getting kids to college. If you
| ook at the new statistics, it’s keeping them
there. Many of our kids get into their

freshman year of college and drop out at the
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end of the first year. So it’s how are we not
only coll ege ready, but how are you career
ready so you have the stam na and the
sustainability to continue going through there.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Thank you
My | ast question and a comment, as |’ m running
down the clock. |1’'ve read a |ot of reports in
pl aces where they state they actually can | ook
at the third grade reading scores and see how
many prison cells they' re going to build. How
accurate is that and how does the DOE take that
into account with the things that they’'re doing
and the |last coment, | asked the | ast
adm ni stration for a break down denographically
of Carter cases, the denographics of people who
have those Carter cases. They told me back
then that they could not do it because of--
because it was giving too nmuch information. |
forgot the word. So, | believe that that was
not quite accurate, so |’m making this request
again. I1'd love to see a denographic break down
of the Carter request.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Ckay, first off,

et me ask one--the grade at which we | ook at
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incarceration in the future is third grade.
Third grade reading scores nationally are the
grade by which jails are chosen to be built.
The Carter cases |’m happy to discuss, but |
don’t know how that fits into anything else
we’re tal king about.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: No, it
doesn’t. That’'s just a--that was just nmy--

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [i nterposing]
Oh, it’s your--

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:
[interposing] My time was running out.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Just a
guestion | wanted to ask.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Alright, got it.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: |’ m so--

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [i nterposing] |
don’t know. | don’t have that figure.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Okay. But
so we do | ook at those third grade--

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [i nterposing]
Third grade scores is what is known nationally

as the kind of building that will take place.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: |'m
finished, but thank you. |I’m | ooking forward to

continuing to push the UPK in New York City
t axi ng oursel ves.

CHAI RPERSON DROVM Thank you.
Counci | Member Chin followed by Council Menber
Kal | os.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: Thank you to
both Chairs and the Speaker, and wel cone
Chancellor. 1t’s really great to have and
educator at the helm and as a former teacher
and a after school teacher, | think this is so
wonderful that the Mayor is targeting after
school program for m ddle school students. In
your testinmony you talk about starting with
just targeting nei ghborhood and then expandi ng
|ater. I’ m concerned about how do you target
nei ghbor hood and the criteria that you use,
because in the |last Adm nistrati on when they
target nei ghborhood they left out a |ot of |ow
income communities, inmmgrant community because
they were only | ooking at zip codes, and there

are pocket of poverties in different zip codes,
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so maybe you could tal k about to make sure that
it would be, you know, fairly equal

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Our idea of
after school is city-wide. It’s--what |’ mjust
thinking that if at some point there's limted
money, particularly for summer program there
are sonme places we expect to have priorities
over others. But in terns of after school,
because we don’'t have to worry about space.
After--every m ddle school has space for after
school. So to the degree that we can start
putting together prograns and principals can
choose around the prograns that we offer, and
| m sure--Richard, you going to tal k about that
too later? That you will be able to get a | ot
more information. This is all--nost mddle
school s have some form of after school. \What we
want to make sure is that the after school is
the same way we’re tal king about UPK are
uni versally of high quality. One of the things
you' Il hear principals say, “1’d rather have no
program t han have bad program” So to the
degree that we can develop five nodels or so of

t hese are the things that we have to offer, and
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these are the things, the standards that we
think they all have. That’'s the kind of thing,
but | certainly expect it to be city-w de.
We’'re not | ooking at zip codes that’s for sure.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: Great. That’'s
really great. And nmy second question is on, in
terms of over-crowdi ng, because parts of ny
district, we don’t have enough seats even for
ki ndergartens, and two schools so far have told
us that they m ght just elimnate pre-k, while
we're fighting to put pre-k in, they re taking
away pre-k because they don’'t have enough room
for kindergarten. So if you're rolling out this
programin two year, how can we work together
to make sure that there are pre-k in every
singl e schools, you know, in our districts?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Again, we have
to look at the CBOs. W’'re |ooking at al
ki nds of other spaces that are avail abl e,
reconstructing some spaces that may be in
nei ghbor hoods that haven’'t been thought of in
the past. Everything’s on the table, but
certainly we’'re going to look at this as city-

wide initiative, and to the degree that sone
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school s say they have no space, going back to

t hose schools and hel ping to solve probl ens.

| nterestingly enough, some schools may have
space that they don’'t deem as space for any
number of reasons. So hel ping people think

t hrough sonme of these issues, but | expect that
we really will be able to over two years be
able to put every child who wants to be in a
UPK class in a UPK Cl ass.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: Great. | |ook
forward to working with you on this. Thank you,
Chai r.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM  Okay. Thank
you. Council Menber Kallos followed by Council
Menmber King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Thank you,
Chairs Dromm and Cunbo, and especially ny
Chair, the Wonen's Issues Comm ttee Chair
Cunmbo, because wi thout her all the menbers of
the Wonen’s |Issues Committee would not be here.
| also want to make sure | acknow edge a
special person in the audi ence, Raglan George,
t he Executive Director of DCl1707. He's been

doi ng the one man march during the previous
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adm ni stration making sure that this issue
remai ned in the forefront, and he brought ne to
this issue early on, and | just wanted to thank
hi m and his brothers and sisters at DC1707 for
all of your amazing hard work. | want to thank
t he Chancell or and the Deputy Mayor for com ng
before us. | know this is new and we appreciate
it. I"ma public school graduate. | spent a | ot
of time in after schools every day if possible,
and that’ s what kept nme out of enough trouble
to get to sit here. So | think it’'s really,
really inmportant, and as a nmenber of the
Women's | ssues Commttee and as a child of a
single parent, a single nmother, how many single
nmot hers can we expect to see rejoining the
wor kforce in the same nunbers as we see in
cities that have been offering this progrant

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: | can give you a
nunber, but I will tell you that that is one of
my hopes. As a superintendent and actually with
the support of Letitia James, who was the City
Council person at the time | was a
superintendent, one of the programs that we did

put in place for after school was exclusively
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for single nothers. And also starting
somet hi ng such as novie night where parents
could come and just talk to each other in one
room and we’ d babysit for the kids in another
room | think it is one of the issues,
certainly that | hope the Wonen’s |Issue group
takes on, that we need to be nmore supportive of
different famly styles, and to the degree that
we can do that so that people also have a
break. |1 always tell the story that as a
grandnot her, my daughter has herself, her
husband, her babysitter, her grandfather, her
grandnmot her all hel ping, but many of our single
parents have no one. So the fact that they
don’t get a break or relief or talk to other
adults, so how do we structure schools and
ot her places for that to take place | think is
very inmportant, and certainly some of the
i ssues that you guys should be tal king about in
your group.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: | 1 o0k
forward to working with you. Thank you.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you.

Counci | Member King?
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COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG: Thank you

Madam Chair and M. Chair. | know the Speaker
| eft, but thank you. But Chancellor, it’s an
honor and a pleasure to neet you, and | thank
you for your commtnent to education and
hel pi ng us have a paradigm shift of how
education service is delivered to all our
famlies in the City of New York. | also want
to add that, you know, we are this push with
everyone’ s having a conversation with how we
establish Universal Pre-k for all four-year-
ol ds and making sure that the future is
protected, and the only way we do that is by
putting rmoney in the front end as opposed to
putting nmoney in the back end for people who
had sonme miss steps. So |I’'m eager in us
acconplishing this task and with the amunt of
denocrats in Al bany and the anpunt of denocrats
as the Mayor and in the City of New York, if we
don’t get it done, we have nobody to bl ame but
ourselves. So I'"m |l ooking forward to us
accomplishing this. Well | only really have
one question for you. Wth UPK, CBO, DOE, is

there a plan one day sonehow to merge all this
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under one system as opposed to having ACS and
everything else involved and maki ng sure that
we have an education, ‘cause it is education.
It’s not social--1 don't want to |look at it as
soci al services for educating--putting it all
under one system that you can have agenci es not
figuring out how they work together. But
everything falls under one unbrella so we can
nove as a collective piece.

SOPHI A PAPPAS: So while | can’'t
speak to what the future would bring in terns
of that idea, | think what's inportant to note
is that in place we have very strong
col | aboration across the agencies. It’s
somet hing that |’ve been committed to for the
past few years and | think we have even nore
momentum to build on now. When the Mayor first
came in and he pulled together a working group,
one of the things that happened was that all
t he agenci es cane together to devel op what you
see in the ready to |launch plan. We can’'t do
this w thout that kind of collaboration, so
what ever formit m ght take down the road, I

t hi nk what you can know now is that everyone is
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on the same page about wanting to nake sure
that this plan is successful.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: And | think the
ot her think you should keep in mnd is that
traditionally the CBO s also offer the
addi ti onal services are fromthree to six, and
that was a really inmportant tool. So |I actually
think it’s going to be a synbiotic
relationshi p, because many parents who are in
uni versal pre-k may then still want to use the
CBO s after school, which has al ways been a
tradition in Early Chil dhood. No school was
able to handl e that aspect of it, but with this
ki nd of coll aboration that we have now, you
know, they pick themup at the school, they
wal k themto their center, so | see that as a
symbi otic rel ationship.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG  Thank you.
Well, thank you. Best of success and in your
tenure, and I know we’'re going to do all we can
to work with you in the City Council. Thank you

agai n.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:  Thank you.

We' || have Council Menmber Barron and then
Weprin, and then Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you. |
want to thank the Chairs and the Speaker for
calling this hearing. | want to thank the
Chancellor for comng to present before us, and
as many of ny col | eagues have indicated, we
share sim | ar backgrounds in ternms of working
with the DOE. | spent 36 years in various
capacities, 18 years in the classroom and 18
years outside. | also want to recogni ze Ragl an
George and Doctor Lenora Ful ani who was here
and Brother Luici--Felipe Luciano. The
advant age of early |learning prograns is well
docunmented. An early introduction into a
structured | earning environnment has | ong
| asting effects, but what advantage is gained
if that early start is an introduction into a
system that is counter to intellectual inquiry
and distorts iconic figures of African-American
Hi story? Today, Ms. Brown, the nother of a
fourth grader called nme from Queens regarding

her son’s elementary school. It is a glaring
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contradiction that during February, a time
established by Carter G Wodson and adopted by
the US for the celebration of black history,

t hat her son was told that as a technol ogy

proj ect he could not select Malcolm X as a

subj ect because Mal col m X was “bad and
violent.” An objection reading of history doe
not bear this act. Even today, Malcolm X is
acknow edged for his achievenents and
acconplishments and his | egacy is honored and
commenor ated by US postage stanp. We cannot
send our children to be in environments where
their culture and history is being dishonored.
There’'s a growi ng enphasi s being placed on
STEN, science, technol ogy, engineering and
math. It is critical for our students being
able to advance and be successful in the
ensui ng years, yet this fourth grade technol ogy
t eacher says that she reached her concl usion

t hat Mal col m X was bad and vi ol ent based on an
internet research she did at one site that she
visited. It is disturbing and counterproductive
t hat a teacher charged with guiding children in

t he use of technol ogy wei ghing resources and
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maki ng i nformed concl usi on made a concl usi on
based on a visit to a single questionable site.
This is alarm ng. The parent has been told
she’ ||l get an apology, they' Il be an assenbly
program and they' re going to | ook at the
curriculum That happened | ast week, and she
has not yet had any of those actions taken. The
parents wants to neet with you. She asked ne to
facilitate that nmeeting as a representative of
t he Mayor who is control of the education
system She would like to see that there’'s a
clear strong statement that such actions are
not being tolerated. She also would |ike that
there be a conprehensive bibliography of
African- American sources and recommended t hat
this book be included in that. W want a
teaching system that stimulates inquiry, that
chal |l enges what m ght be the old tenants, and
we know t hat everything happens in the
classroom So I'’mcalling on you to address
that parent’s request and to tell us howit is
that we can get into the class. We know t hat
principals have been freed up from nmuch of what

kept them from getting into the classroons, but
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we’ve got to get into the classroom So what
can we expect going forward?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: First of all,
one of the npbst inportant core standards is
poi nts of view. And students have to |earn al
poi nts of view on alnmost every subject. So to
me, it fits right into that one. It’s not
outside the curriculum it’s in the curricul um
And al so just so you know that one of the
series of biographies that we actually
encourage our students to read is--there’'s a
series called “Who |Is” and that particul ar
series actually has the book, “Who is Malcolm
X.” So, happy to follow up with you on it, but
everyone’s entitled to nmake a m stake and an
error in judgment. |I’m sure that teacher is
actually a very good teacher in many ways.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: She may be,
but she hasn’'t acknow edged that it’s a
m st ake, per the parent--

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: [interposing]

Vel | - -




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 84

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: at a neeting
that they had. So | would love to follow up
wi th you.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM And if | just may
interject as well at this point, Madam
Chancel l or. There was an issue |ast year with a
young boy named Canron Sl ade [phonetic] who
wrote an essay on marriage equality and was not
allowed to read that essay to the student body
and then parents had to opt into it. So these
i ssues of diversity are issues of major concern
to this commttee, and | stand firmy behind
what Council Menmber Barron has said and | know
next on the February 25'", our next hearing is
going to be on LGBT students and their famlies
and that’s an area that | would |like to address
as well moving forward with your adm nistration
in the public school system

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Look, | think
t hat on sone of the--we’ve all grown up at a
certain age, and we grow up with certain
feelings because, |ook, at ny age |I’'ve seen the
gamut of things in education. W’ ve conme a

| ong way, but have we trained everybody in




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 85
what’'s the best way to open controversi al
subjects in our classroons? No. |Is every
parent confortable with their kids being faced
with certain things? No. s every parent
happy with the way their kids are being taught?
No. So what our job is to use professional
devel opment to the degree possible, both with
adm ni strators and teachers to kind of let them
under stand that these subjects are not only
okay in classrooms, they need to be discussed.
How do t hese peopl e defend their views as they
get ol der outside in public if they haven’t
| earned to deal with themin the classroons.
I’mall for controversy in the classroom but
you need to be in an environment where that’s
going to be handled delicately, and then not
cause the same parents who are upset about one
thing will be upset if it happens the other
way. So, yes, professional development, ['m
happy to work with you on these topics.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: | just want to
rem nd my coll eagues that the Chancell or has a

very limted schedule and so we’ |l have to keep
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our questions even briefer. | apologize. |I'm
now going to call on Council Menber Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER WEPRI N:  Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: And then
foll owed by that Council Menmber Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER WEPRI N: Thank you,
Chair Cumbo. Chancellor, good to see you
again. Thank you very nuch over here. " m
Mark Weprin, and |I’mthe parent of three public
school s students, so that’s where | get ny
street cred, and with all these teachers | got
to fight for that. And a couple of things you
said | just wanted to extrapolate on you
menti oned about the beacon prograns, that you
weren’t | ooking to cut, you were |ooking to
add. Is it safe to say then fromthat that
tonorrow s budget won’'t include cuts to
beacons, cuts to OST in the budget? Do we know?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: | haven’'t seen
t he budget.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRIN: Oh, join the
club. No [laughter]. Okay, alright. Well
was hoping | could guess on that, because that

woul d be nice. You would free up a lot of tine
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on City Hall steps for press conferences if you
were not to do that, M. Mayor. A couple of
other things | was very delighted to hear you
tal k about keeping parents vested in schools.
al ways thought that was a m stake on the part
of the previous adm nistration, that they never
really tried to engage those parents, ‘cause so
much of really students achieving is making
sure those parents are aware of what’'s going on
in that school and in that classroom and giving
themreal involvenent and try to find
especially those parents who want to get
involved, let them That's especially true in
m ddl e school where | get the feeling many
m ddl e school s purposely turn away parents and
don’t want themto conme by. The kids feel that
way too sonetinmes, but | think it’s very
i mportant that those parents to stay engaged.
Just one other thing. You tal ked about
teacher, retraining sone of the teachers who
have the |license, how long is that process and
how does that process work to get this all done

by September?
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CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Now, | think in
terms of teachers who are now in schools who
really don’t know which way to go in terns of
what specialty they have, we want and encourage
many of themto actually get licenses in Early
Child. The reason, one of the many reasons |I’'m
meeting with the deans of the colleges, is that
for a long time, many of them did away with
their early childhood |icensing. They didn't
think there was a real need for it in the City.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEEPRI N: Ri ght .

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: So to the degree
t hey can up their programs or make sure that
peopl e when they apply to themgo to the--it’s
not just Early Child. W need special needs
teachers, we need ESL teachers. Those are all
shortage areas. So we want the deans to start
really pushing for places where people will get
j obs rather than people will go to coll ege and
not have jobs at the end of it.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N: Good. And
| ast question, what if by some chance we don’t
get the tax increase and we have to go to the

Governor and try to get nmoney for the pre-Kk,
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what--is there a plan b just in case or we
haven't got to that yet?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Li ke what Brad
says, | don’'t want to think about that.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEEPRI N: Al ri ght. I
guess that’s the standard line and |1’ ve been
using it nmyself on occasion, but | guess we’l
wait and see over the next couple of nonths,
but obviously, it’s something we have to gear
up qui ckly.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: | n education you
al ways have a plan b, and if necessary a pl an
c, but we have to be optim stic otherw se
they’ Il tell us go right to plan b without
giving us a chance to do plan a.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N: |’ m not
sayi ng we should. |I’m not saying we shoul d.
Thank you very nmuch. W' Il see you soon,
Chancel l or. Thank you. You ve made us all very
happy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:. Thank you.
l’d just like to acknowl edge that Counci

Member Crowl ey of the Wonen’'s |ssues Commttee

89
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has joined us, and now we' Il hear from Counci
Member Levi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Thank you
very- -

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nterposing]
Fol | owed by Council Member John--

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Thank you
very much, Madam Chair. Thank you very nmuch
Chancellor. It’s great to see you. Thank you
Deputy Mayor Buery. | do want to recognize
Karen Alford of the UFT, Vice President of the
UFT as well as Raglan Geroge from 1707. One
thing I just want to say on the outset, Madam
Chancellor, is how excited I am not only that
we have an educator as Chancellor, but |I’'m also
excited how many educators we have here in the
Council and on the Commttee and | think that
that’s going to produce a really great
col | aborative working relationship, and |
really look forward to working with you. The
question that | wanted to ask is with regard to
how the plan is going to interface with the
Early Learn Program that is under the auspices

of ACS and as you are aware that it’s had kind
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of a rocky roll out, and we’'re quite under
enrolled in our center-based Early Learn
enrol |l ment, where originally we were--1t’s
been--it’s |lopsided. Originally they had
pl anned for about 43,000 seats. We at around
29, 000 seats. However, the vouchers are a |ot,
way over where they are originally intended to
be. And so | wanted to see if there's a--if
there’s kind of a plan in place to how to dea
with that? Are the four-year-old Early Learn
UPK slots going to be part of the universal
UPK, and if so then that’'s going to, | guess,
count towards our overall goal, and if not, are
they then going to age down, or is there a
di scussion as to how that’s going to work?

SOPHI A PAPPAS: | mentioned earlier
t hat one of the goals of this plan is to make
sure that whatever UPK setting a four-year-old
isin, they re getting high quality services,
and so we think about that in all these
different settings including early learn. So
right now, the 12,681 four-year-olds who are in
Early Learn settings do get some UPK through

t he DOE.
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COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Ri ght.

SOPHI A PAPPAS: It’s two and a half
hours. And as you know, |’m sure, a |ot of the
Early Learn centers require childcare fees. So
one of the pieces of this is that starting in
year one, for those six hours and 20 m nutes
which is how we define full day pre-k, there

will be no childcare fees. So that’s inportant-

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: [interposing]
Great .

SOPHI A PAPPAS: Because we're talking
about free universal pre-k for six hours and 20
m nutes. Additionally, we will be increasing
resources to those programs so that for exanple
Early Learn teachers can attend the sanme
prof essi onal devel opment as DOE and that goes
for during the school year and over the summer.
The other pieces that as we did | ast year, we
have a policy in place where Early Learn
progranms if they have enpty classroons can
apply to the DOE to offer additional full day
pre-k. So we expect that some of the proposals

comng in will come fromthose prograns.
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COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Great, great,
and so there’s an opportunity to help the DOE
of fset sone of the space needs by filling up
t hose classroons that are here to for not being
filled.

SOPHI A PAPPAS: Ri ght, and many of
t hose progranms as you know are in high needs
areas, so absolutely ACS Early Learn is part of
this plan.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: Great, great.
Thank you very nuch. Thank you very much Madam
Chancel | or.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you
Counci |l Menmber Levin, and now we'll hear from
Counci | Menmber Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Chancel | or,
"1l be quick because | know that other folKks
have questi ons and that your tine is |limted.
Thank you for being here today. | know when
Council Menber W IIlians asked about the charter
school conponent or potential conmponent you
said that, you know, it’s not fornulated yet.
It’s still being figured out. | had a question

about the Time’s story froma few days ago, 210
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mllion dollars potentially being diverted from
charter schools that are receiving subsidies
fromthe City for their rent or other expenses
that being directed to UPK. 1Is that nmoney just
sort of a one shot deal? Wuld it just be this
year or would that be something that would conme
back annually? 1Is it initial startup cost for
UPK?

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: No, that nmoney
was neant for capital inprovements or capital
bui |l di ng over five year period.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: Five years.
And Council Menber Dromm asked earlier |
bel i eve about | ocations and is there, and I
apol ogi ze if you answered this, but |I need nore
clarity on it. |Is there a plan for where the
need is for the seats, even if there’ s |ack of
space in those neighborhoods or CEC districts?
How does t hat happen?

SOPHI A PAPPAS: So when we think
about need, because this is universal pre-k, we
| ook at the difference between kindergarten
enrol I ment and avail able full day pre-k

options. So as you can imagine, in conmmunities
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across the city, there is sone need gap. In
some areas it’s as high as 2,000 and ot her
seats in other areas it may be lower, a few
hundred, but we’re going to determ ne how many
seats go in each nei ghborhood based on that
gap. And as | nmentioned before, we have a
public school application process and a CBO
process, and as we | ook at those proposals
comunity by comunity, we'll determ ne based
on space availability and the quality of the
proposal s how many seats go to different
settings.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you.

And lastly, | just want to mention one of the
schools in nmy district, PS51, Principal Nancy
Si ngbach [phonetic] in Hell’s Kitchen, a brand
new school which is fabulous and the school’s
doing quite well. | just want to nention that
| believe |ast year they were prom sed to have
t hree sections of pre-k in that school and for
some reason with | guess a co-location
tenporarily of a mddle school in that
building, it got cut back to two, which I think

really disappointed a | ot of parents who were
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counting on that pre-k in the neighborhood, and
so | think it’s really inportant, of course,

t hat we enact this so that it doesn’'t come down
to these type of decisions, neighborhood by

nei ghbor hood, community by community, that
everyone has the availability for their kids

t hroughout the city. And thank you again for
bei ng here today.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you,
Counci | Menber Johnson. We'Il now hear from
Counci | Menmber Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: First of
all, I am so happy that we have a educat or
bei ng a Chancell or, someone that understands
t hat --someone |i ke nyself who taught for 13
years in high school. In order for me to get
t he best student in that grade, | needed to
give a human being who really have a top
quality education in the early year of their
life. So you know, what we tal king today in
this hearing, this is not about a privilege.
This is about doing the right thing. | believe
t hat education is a new civil right nmovenment.

| believe that when we | ook when we ask--if we
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did a survey today upper class, and we ask
anyone from the upper class and we | ook at what
percent age of the upper class has a child
enrolled in a UPK, you can be sure that a top
percent age, they have their children in the
best UPK programin the comunity. So, what we
need to do right nowis to be sure that we al so
go out there, especially to the one percent of
the wealthy comunity and say if we as a city
want to do better, if we want the city want to
be a | ot stronger upper class and mddle, a
stronger mddle class with nmore resources to
invest and buy stocks in the world history. We
need to invest. We need to follow all the study
the university in Maryland and all them wil
say when we invest in education zero to four,
we produce a human being that is in a better
position to raise their famly. But ny
gquestion is, one, | would |like to hear nore
concrete details on what is--how will you be
assessing the pre-k program knowi ng that we
will hire pre-k, know ng that we woul d not
allow a republican from Long Island to deci de

the future of our children. So knowi ng that we
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have already been wi nning this debate because
of the Mayor initiative on the universal pre-k,
and we’'re going to be starting a pre-k very
soon. How will we be providing a top quality
UPK, because | don’'t want to see just a UPK. |
want to see sonmething that our children are
using the park resources, the cultural affair
resources, that we can say they are already
| earning. And here you have a Deputy Mayor who
al so was working with children in society, who
t hey al so have a previous experience. | can
tell you because two of nmy nieces, they are
starting the Head Start Program that they run
in PS8, and they end up being a student at
beacon school. | want to see every single
child in our city with choices to apply to a
speci al ed school, to beacon school, or any
good schooling out there. So, howis that we're
going to be doing the--what is your plan to
have the best assessnment to provide the best
early child education on the new UPK t hat we
will have it done? That is a winter topic.

SOPHI A PAPPAS: So | think it’s

important to | ook at how we evaluate quality,
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sort of soup to nuts. So fromthe nonment a
program whether it’s a public school or a CBO
programis applying to offer these seats, we
are looking at quality in terns of their
potential to do all the things that we tal ked
about. So to have a really strong curriculum
that covers all areas of devel opnment that has
ways of | ooking at how kids are progressing on
a regul ar basis and making sure we're
i ndi vidualizing instruction, and also on the
famly engagenent side. We don’'t want to m ss
this opportunity to get famlies in, so we're
| ooking for concrete plans that schools have
and CBO s but al so when we go on our site
visits, evidence that they’'re already doing
some of these things, because we got to start
in Septenmber. We need to make sure everyone's
ready. Fromthere there’'s a process of ongoing
support and monitoring of quality to make sure
our progranms are actually neeting those
expectations. So we nmentioned a few things
about teacher devel opment. There’'s
adm ni strator devel opnment. We also use tools to

| ook at the equality of the | earning
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environment to make sure kids have a diverse
range of materials, that their cultures are
bei ng respected and that they have plenty of
opportunities for interactions with each other,
ot her adults, because we really want to devel op
their oral |anguage skills, and then--so we
| ook at all those data points together, but we
al so have in the plan, an intention to invest
in research, because we really want to | ook at
city-wide trends. We also want to | ook, follow
kids to see how they do through el enentary
schools. That information’s going to be useful
for all of us to see how we’'re doing, but also
for my office to make sure we’'re inproving the
program as we go.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM So | just want to
t hank you. | want to rem nd nmy col |l eagues for
our next question that we--the Chancellor’s
going to have to | eave shortly. We only have a
few more questions, and I do want to rem nd
them to keep them as short as possible, and so
t his Chancell or--you got three m nutes, no nore

than three m nutes for question and answeri ng.
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The next one will be Council Menmber Reynoso and
then foll owed by Council Menmber Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: [ speaking

Spani sh]
CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Graci as.
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: | do want
to ask--1"ma ESL student. When | was in public

education | was educated through the daycare
systemso | didn’t go to pre-k, but it was
extremely helpful in ny transition and ny

simul ation into, you know, the Anmerican culture
and the | anguage to have a bilingual teacher,
and currently especially in nmy district where
there are Latino students, we have issues
regarding the lack of bilingual teachers. |
don’t know where we’'re going to find them
necessarily, but if we do have them | hope

t hat they would have been in my district

al ready, but | already see it as an issue and
this just could be exasperate, | guess, if we
don’t find quality bilingual teachers to help
with ESL students. |’m just wondering what plan
of action do we have to ensure that everyone is

wel | represented.
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CHANCELLOR FARINA: | think that’s
one of the things that | said is one of the,
the things we’'re asking universities to kind
of, you know, get nore teachers in. They just
can’'t keep training teachers for fields that we
don’t need them What we need teachers in ESL,
bi li ngual, special needs, early chil dhood.
Those are the four areas. Certainly science and
mat h, but those tend to be in the higher
grades. The other thing you should know- -what
District are you fron

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: District 14.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Okay

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: At CEC
District.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Yeah, no, |’'m
very famliar with District 14. Used to be
under my region when | was a superintendent.
One of the things that you're seeing is a
trend, is that we’'re doing a | ot nmore dua
| anguage school s, where one of the teachers is
actually a bilingual teacher, and the other
teacher is a nmonolingual teacher, and those

have becone extremely popul ar. We al nost
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tripled the use of dual |anguage and I’ d | ove
to see that even becone quadrupl ed, because |
really do think that’s the wave of the future.
In this country, we haven’'t actually featured
enough second | anguage | earning, and it’s not

just for kids who come in not knowi ng English,

103

it’s for kids who only know English, who really

in my opinion is a deficit. So how do we make
sure that we’re teaching two | anguages to the
degree that we can. So | think in District 14
there are already sonme good dual | anguage
progranms and | hope to see a | ot nmore of them

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: Thank you
very much and I can’t wait to stand beside you
in Al bany maki ng sure we make this happen.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you. |
al so want to acknow edge that we’ve been joine
by Council Menmbers Garodnick as well as Counci
Member Rosent hal, and now for Council Member
Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Thank you,
Chair Cumbo and thank you Chair Dromm Madam
Chancel l or and Deputy Mayor. |’ve waited a

long time for this. |I’ve been an educator for

d
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the | ast eight years at New Utrecht High
School

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Onh.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: | al so went
to Brooklyn College to get my schoo
adm nistration |license where we actually--1 had
a professor Constant [phonetic] who we used
your book in our class. Sone pretty good
writing, Chancellor.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Thank you. |’'m
not allowed to advertise the book. It’s against
the conflict of interest.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: 1--it was
definitely useful and thank you. There' s so
much 1'd like to say today, but we'll limt it
to definitely to the topic’s agenda. One of
the--first of all, I want to just thank you and
"1l thank the adm nistration for wasting no
time getting to work and really trying to
embrace the changes that we truly need in our
system And our system has seen quite a bit of
changes over the past decade. We went from

decentralization to centralization fromregions
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with Rizz's [phonetic] Liz's [phonetic] bizz's
[ phonetic] dizz’'s [phonetic] to districts and
so forth, and you know we can go on. And now
we’'re at a juncture where we want to have a
UPK, have m ddl e school after school prograns,
but in the previous adm nistration towards the
end of the year, they rushed through a series
of co-locations with significant conmunity
opposition and particularly in my district,
school s that inmpact ny district, Seth W
[ phonetic] m ddl e school, Caballero [phonetic],
school s that are, you know, near capacity
trying to expand their progranms. So, what
advi ce woul d you give principals of these
schools that are really trying to, you know,
expand the prograns, the options for
nei ghbor hood ki ds and al so they have after
school progranms, beacon program at Seth WII,
which is run by the Federation of Italian
Ameri cans, what advice would you give them when
there’s so much uncertainty with these, you
know, rush co-locations that were approved at
t he previous adm nistration? And now we want to

embrace m ddl e school programs by this current
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adm ni stration. What advice would you give
t hose schools now, Chancellor? Thank you.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: | think
principals are the nmost unsung heroes in the
whol e system and | think for principals, ny
best advice is stay focused, | ook at what’s
going on in the classroom and |et the noise al
around you kind of becone deafening. Don’t
listen. Stay focused on what you have to do.
Caballero is actually a school I’m going to be
visiting | think in the next two or three
weeks. | have it on ny agenda, and when | go to
schools, what | really, really taken aback by
in spite of all the noise and all the nonsense
t hat we have constituted for themto deal with,
nmost of them when | speak to them say the npst
important thing is being in nmy school with ny
teachers and with my kids, and right now that’s
the only thing | can say because it’s going to
take us a while to get on the right path. |
heard Tony Shuris [phonetic] on City Hall | ast
ni ght, and he said it’s not just about | ooking
to see what’s done and | ooking to see what we

want to do, but it’s also about changing the
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direction of the train. So |I'"m going to quote
Tony and say that | really believe that we' re
trying to change the direction of the train.
So to the degree that we need sonme tine, just
be patient with us.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Thank you,
Chancel | or.

CHAI RPERSON DROVM Just want to say
t hat we have three nmore questions, Madam
Chancel l or, and then we’'ll let you go.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: |’ m going to be
sorry | canme to talk to a Resolution.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM  No, it does show
how much interest there is in this topic,
t hough, and | appreciate our audi ence also for
stayi ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: We t hank you
so much because we know you had to | eave 15
m nutes ago, a half hour ago. So thank you.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: As | ong as they
cancel the--

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nterposing]
We' Il take Council Menber M Il er followed by

Counci| Member Rose.
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COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Good
afternoon Chairs. Thank you for putting this
t oget her. Thank you, Chancellor for com ng out
and being a part of this so inportant. | have
| ong been a child care advocate, kind of cut ny
bones there and I see many of ny coll eagues,
Mabl e and Ragl an and many of the union child
care coalition back there. This has been
decades com ng and we are so glad to be a part
of such progressive adm nistration and be a
part of this role reversal of adm nistration
head di sinvested and working famlies from our
young children to our working famlies of which
we will be also holding those hearings |ater
this week. But we don’t want to reinvent the
wheel today. Sone of these folks that | just
menti oned have been at this, as |’ ve said, for
t he past two decades in Early Childhood
Educati on and devel opment. \What role would
t hey be playing as we nove forward? And as we
menti oned earlier about teacher devel opnment and
expandi ng their roles outside of DOE and even
within what are the plans for these already

engaged within the systent?
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SOPHI A PAPPAS: Just to clarify,
Counci |l Member, you mean what role wll
community based centers play in this?

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: That is
correct.

SOPHI A PAPPAS: Absol utely. So,
currently 60 percent of our pre-k seats are in
comunity based organi zations. So we anticipate
t hat through the new seats and the existing
seats. We will continue to partner with
communi ty based organi zations of all kinds
across all five boroughs, and you know, ny
office works very closely with these community
based organi zations already with everything
fromonsite coaching to teacher professiona
devel opment and director devel opnent. | nean,
we see these providers as essential partners to
make sure every kid gets what they need before
ki nder garten.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: That is

great. And as far as the after school program
is there a standard programthat will be

provi ded and who will be the vendors providing
service?
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CHANCELLOR FARI NA: There’'s going to
be several pro--actually many providers, but
they’'re all going to have to fit a certain
standard and we’'re going to try to come up with
several different models that principals can
choose from
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Okay. Thank
you so much for comng out. | appreciate it.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you and
then we will hear now from Council Member Rose
and then Council Member Deutsch and then that
wi Il conclude our council questions and then we
wi |l be having our presentations. Thank you.
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Thank you
Chair Cumbo, and to the Chair, Chair Cunbo and
Chair Dromm | say congratul ations. | think
you're doing a wonderful job, and I thought I
was going to make a uni que statenment by
appl audi ng the Mayor’s choice of having an
est eemed educator at the helm but several of
my col | eagues have already beat me to that, so
| just say ditto.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Never gets tired.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: And so | say
ditto. And to Deputy Mayor Beury, you know,
| ”ve had the pleasure of seeing sone of your
efforts in terms of community schools, and |I'm
| ooking forward to seeing and working with you
to extend those wonderful systems. But the
systemis stratified with ACS and DYCD
desi gnated CBO s providing pre-k services, and
this is probably going to sound a |ot Iike
Council Member Ml ler’s question, but | was
wonderi ng how are you going to identify the
CBO s that you will be working with and are you
planning to work with, just include all of the
exi sting pre-k progranms that pre-k prograns
that are in existence now or how are you goi ng
to identify then? Because right now there’s
several processes, RFP's and whatever else. So
how are you going to identify those programs?

SOPHI A PAPPAS: So when we tal k about
the 73,250 children to be served, sonme of those
children are already in programs, so for those
we’'re tal king about keeping those prograns as
long as quality maintains itself and so forth.

For the other--for the new seats and the seats
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to be converted fromhalf day to full day, we
have the application process for the public
schools that’s already under way, and then we
have for the CBO s we have an RFP that is due
this Friday, and those can be existing CBO s
that work with us, whether it’'s a site that
contracts with DOE or ACS. It can al so be new
providers that haven't worked with us in the
past, and so through those processes we wil
choose which progranms provide these additiona
seats, either through conversions or through
creating new seats and even though they’'re
di fferent processes, our expectations in terns
of instructional quality, the quality of famly
engagenent are consistent across. And so, yes,
we have different processes. One’'s a formal
procurement, one’'s not a procurenment but it is-
-but it does entail a witten application and a
site visit, and we really try to make sure that
there are--there is that consistency because at
the end of the day, they're all our kids and we
want to get them all prepared for school.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: The prograns

that were, that the city council had to restore
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last time will be given sort of automatic
acceptance into the progrant

SOPHI A PAPPAS: They woul d ha- -
sorry.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Go ahead.

SOPHI A PAPPAS: So as we did | ast
year, those prograns were eligible to apply
t hrough our RFP. Sone of them did. We want to
encourage as many programs to apply as
possi bl e, and including those, | can’t say
ri ght now how many of themwll actually apply,
but we made sure that the word was out to all
different providers. So we sent emails to
everyone who has a Departnent of Health Mental
Hygi ene child care permt. We also engaged
current providers so that they know about this,
and so we did a lot to get the word out because
we want as many people to apply to be in our
pi peline as possible.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: But the current
providers will remain in the progranf

SOPHI A PAPPAS: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Thank you
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: | want to now
call on Council Menmber Deutsch, who is also the
non- public school education commttee Chair and
al so has a very strong interest in public
school s as wel |.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Thank you,
Chair, and I still want to know why |’ m al ways
| ast. But when | sat down here, Madam
Chancellor, at first | thought | was in trouble
sitting in front of you, but then I | ooked to
my left and | saw the Deputy Mayor, so | did
something right. But | just want to say that
for more than half my life |I’ve been worKking
with teenage honel essness and runaways, drug
addicts, and children at risk, so I'’malso a
father of five and a grandfather so |
under stand what it means to have education at a
early age, a UPK, and |I fully support the
Mayor’'s proposal on it, and as a Chair of a
subcommi ttee in education on public school s,
want to ensure that the private parochi al
school s, Catholic schools, Hebrew schools that
across the board, across the city of New York

in addition to the public schools that every




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 115
child gets accounted for, no one gets
di senfranchi sed on the UPA [ phonetic] program
and you know, all our children need to have
this tool to learn and grow and | want to make
sure that this programis beneficial to all our
children just because I'’min a subcommttee for
non- public schools, | do support public
schools. | reach out to the children of public
schools and | go to all my older schools in ny
district and | speak to the parents, the PA
nmeetings and the children. And over the |ast 20
plus years | made it nmy business to go to parks
and to speak to teenagers and to see what they
do during the sunmer nonths, and | believe that
occupyi ng yourself during the summer will help
enhance the education during the school year
because it keeps their m nds busy, and the sanme
| believe when we have UPK that it’|ll make our
children learn better and especially on Woman’ s
| ssues, although I’m not a Woman’ s | ssues yet,
but | do believe that it is a Woman’ s | ssues
because the hard working nothers who go to
school, who go to work and have to take their

children to school and who don’t have a pl ace
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to have the kids go during the early years,
think it’s very inportant. So, and in addition
to after school prograns, also should be across
t he boards for all children in the city of New
York, and the bottomline is that the success
of our children is a mark of our great city. So
that is a coment and | | ook forward to working
wi th you Madam Chancell or, and on the issues of
UPK t hroughout the boards and throughout the
city of New York, and hopefully throughout the
state. Thank you.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you
And this concludes this portion of testinmony. I
t hank Council Menber Deutsch. There is still
roomon the Wonen’s |Issues Commttee if you're
interested in--

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH
[i nterposing] Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: And | will now
turn it over to my Co-Chair, Council Member
Dromm  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM:  Just to al so say

t hank you to you, Chancellor Farina for your
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attendance here today and also for your tone
and for your openness with this commttee. |
deeply appreciate that that’s a big change from
the past and | | ook forward to working with you
on these issues.

CHANCELLOR FARI NA: Listen, it’'s only
t oget her that we can get this done, and what |
| ove about New York is that here people don’t
worry about just their child, they worry about
their neighbor’s child, and that’s the focus
t hat we have to do get this done.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON DROMM Abso- -

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON DROMM Now, | would |ike
to call up our Deputy Mayor, Richard Buery, who
has been waiting so patiently and who we are
all so grateful for having here with us today.
Okay, gentleman, |1’d like to swear you both in,
if you d just raise your right hand. Do you
swear or affirmto tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth in your
testimony before this commttee and to respond

honestly to Council Member questions?
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RI CHARD BUERY: | do.

JOSH WALLACK: | do.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM  Thank you. And
Deputy Mayor, if you d like to start that would
be great.

RI CHARD BUERY: Absolutely. Good
afternoon.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Good
afternoon.

RI CHARD BUERY: My name is Richard
Buery. | amthe president and CEO of the
Children’s Aid Society, and of March 1% | will
be the Deputy Mayor for Strategic Policy
Initiatives. Today, | want to speak to you
fromthose two perspectives. Before | begin ny
testimony | would like to thank the Speaker,
t he Public Advocate, Education Chair Dani el
Dromm and nmenmbers of the Conm ttee on
Educati on, Wonen’s |Issues Chair Cunmbo, and
menbers of the Commttee on Wonen’s |ssues for
t he opportunity to testify today about this
i mportant and critical issue for children and
famlies in New York City. | also want to

introduce my coll eague Josh Wal |l ack, who is the
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Children’s Aid Society’s Vice President for
Early Chil dhood prograns and is a nenber of the
wor ki ng group, the UPK working group that
hel ped devel op the Ready to Launch Plan. And |
al so want to thank the Chancellor for her
| eadershi p and for hopefully wearing you all
out with questions. So, hopefully all the
questions are exhausted. As President and CEO
of the Children’s Aid Society | have worked
over the last four years to help build a high
quality Early Childhood Prograns, including
pre-kindergarten services and high quality
after school progranms as critical parts of the
pat hway to college for children living in
poverty. Children’s Aid Society is a pioneer
in Early Childhood progranms. |In 1881 we opened
the first nursery in the country for infants
and children when wonen joined the workforce
during the Industrial Revolution and we
operated some of the first Head Start and early
Head Start programs in the City. Currently we
serve children in four high needs
nei ghbor hoods, Harl em Washi ngton Hei ghts, the

Sout h Bronx and Northern Staten Island, managed
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by a team of 200 capable and highly trained
staff in our early childhood division. Out of
160 year old anti-poverty, nulti-service
organi zation serving thousands of children and
famlies each year, we view Early Childhood and
after school prograns as essential conponents
of our cradle through college strategy that we
call “Keeping the Promse.” As incom ng Deputy
Mayor for Strategic Policy Initiatives, | wil
work with agencies across the adm nistration to
i mpl ement Mayor de Blasio's ambitious vision to
provide free full day high quality pre-
ki ndergarten prograns to each and every four
year old in after school --each and every four
year old, and after school program for every
m ddl e school youth whose fam |y choose to take
advantage of it so New York’s children enter
el ementary school ready to succeed and are
supported when they get to mddle school. A
critical part of this is advocating at the
state level for the City’'s ability to raise the
resources for this plan through a personal
income tax surcharge. So | want to take nmy tinme

with you today to focus on the pre-k proposa
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and tal k about how the Mayor’s plan can be

i npl ement ed based on the valuable | essons we’ve
| earned at the Children’s Aid Society over the
past decades as well as information gathered
fromthe best prograns across the city and the
country. These ideas were also informed by the
contributions of the universal pre-kindergarten
i mpl enent ati on wor ki ng group, along with the
many ot her experts that the Mayor has assenmbl ed
over the past nmonths to shape this plan. |
think the city has arrived at a plan that |
believe will put us on the path to a high
quality universal program and will have a
transformative inpact on the life of our city.
Early Chil dhood program at Children’s Aid have
five critical features. They include
exceptional certified |l ead teachers in every
classroom research based curriculum extensive
t eacher support, famly support and authentic
assessnment. | want to tal k about each of these
in turn. So exceptional certifiably teachers:
At Children’s Aid we ensure that each classroom
is led by a teacher with certification in birth

t hrough second grade education. Mayor de
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Bl asi o has made the same commitment with his
Ready to Launch Plan. W nust also invest in
hel pi ng tal ented assistant teachers get
certified as quickly as possible, so that we
can build a type line of talent noving forward.
Second, research based curriculum At
Children’s Aid we are al so adopting a
curriculumcalled “Tool of the M nd” which not
only produces gains on the standard measures of
cognitive, social, enotional and physica
devel opment, but it also devel ops executive
function, which is essentially the child's
ability to plan ahead, to hold a series of
tasks and nmenmory and to resist distractions.
Research has shown that these critical
foundati onal skills for schools are also the
keys to lifelong success. The Departnment of
Educati on, ACS, already ensure that programed
youth curricula to advance a stage of pre-k
Common Core | earning standard to advance a
state pre-k Comon Core |earning standards and
are devel opnmental |y appropriate. Mayor de
Bl asio has re-affirmed this commtnment in his

plan. The third is teacher support. Having a
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research based curriculum and excel |l ent
teachers is only a piece of the puzzle.
Teachers need ongoi ng support and professional
devel opment to inplement the curriculum
reliably across nultiple classroons and sites
and to individualize it to the educationa
needs of students. To do that, at Children’s
Aid, we have educational directors that neet
once a week with teachers to help them target
support to teachers. I’m sorry, help them
target support to students. We also provide the
equi val ent of one day a month of professional
devel opment and have invested in training from
the creators of “Tools of the Mnd” to ensure
that we are inplenenting the curriculum
faithfully. Recent research show that this
coaching and support produces high quality
programs and significant positive inpacts on
children. Mayor de Blasio has taken the | esson
of this research and incorporated theminto his
pl an, investing in coaches, professional
devel opment and ot her supports for teachers so
t hey can continue to grow and devel op

professionally. Famly support: Of course,
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what happened in the classroomis only one part
of a child s Ilife and only one part of a
successful Early Chil dhood program 1In the high
needs communities where Children’s Aid Society
wor ks, we hire famly workers fromthe
community to help support famlies as the
primary educator to their children, ‘cause we
know first and forenpst that a parent is the
first and nost inportant teacher that our
children will ever have. The principle role of
the famly worker is to assist famlies with
everything from housing to job training, to
obtaining food stanmps and getting a library
card. But even nore than that, famly workers
hel p involve famlies in shaping the program
itself. Each of Early Chil dhood prograns have a
parent council that reviews our budget, a dash
board their programresults and give our
di rectors feedback and suggestions on how to
make the program better. We al so ensure that
each classroom has a bilingual staff member to
ensure maxi mum communi cation with our i mm grant
famlies. Ready to Launch expands on sone of

t hese approaches by investing additional social
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wor kers in programs and providing additiona
support to programs in high need neighborhood
to ensure that each child can succeed. Final
aut hentic assessnment: Once we have these

pi eces in place, we should have a high qualit

125

S

Y,

y

pre-kindergarten system but how will we know

for sure? It is critical that we use researc
based reliable ways to neasure how well our
children are devel oping, our teachers are

t eaching and our progranms are running. We are
maki ng a significant public investment and Ne
York City will and should demand excell ence.
Children’s Aid we use weekly teacher

observations, record in the database and

h

w

At

tracked over tinme to acconplish this. Program

staff not only observe cognitive devel opment
but social skills and physical devel opnent,
measure that reflect our holistic approach to
child devel opment. At the sane tinme, teacher
use those observations to individualize
instruction for children. The teachers can
focus on the particular needs and particul ar
strengths of each and every child. This

information is also shared with our famlies

S

SO
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t hat they understand how their child is
progressi ng or what additional supports the
child m ght need. It is these observations,
not tests, that we use to neasure progress and
program effectiveness. Under the Ready to
Launch Plan, city agencies will use sim|ar
tools and Mayor de Blasio is commtted to
maki ng i nvestnents to ensure that every program
has access to them So in conclusion, |ooking
forward, there is one critical ingredient
needed to build a high quality programwith
t hese program conponents. The steady guaranteed
reliable revenue stream that the Mayor’s
proposed personal income tax surcharge would
provi de. They’ ve guaranteed revenue woul d
enabl e programs to sign | eases for high quality
space, attract the best teachers who woul d
ot herwi se question the stability of a career
entering the Early Chil dhood systemin New
York. It would allow prograns in the city to
invest in the best curriculum and training over
time to bring teachers up to speed and would
put in place the systems to tell whether our

progranms are working and whether teachers have
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what they need to succeed and whet her children
are benefitting fromthe program It is an
opportune time when we have achieved a
remar kabl e consensus anong the Mayor, the
Governor and the President, all of whom agree
along with so many others on this Council, in
this room and in this city, that Early
Chil dhood is not only inportant but it is a
critical priority for the education and
econom c¢ future of our city. Failure is sinply
not an option. | personally |look forward to
wor king with each of you to make this program a
reality and to ensure that New York City’ s pre-
k and after school prograns keep its prom se to
New Yorkers. We have a responsibility to
ensure that each and every child had a fair
shot, not just a chance to succeed and thrive
and realize his or her full potential. Thank
you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you so
much, Deputy Mayor. It’s an honor to have you
here today. | just want to say that I
appreci ate very nmuch in your assessnment from

your previous experiences. Weekly evaluations
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are quite timely, quite powerful, and
unprecedented and to see that |evel of
evaluation will be quite exciting nmoving
forward. |1’m going to relinquish nmy questions
in the interest of time to those that are here
to testify. To nmy Co-Chair Council Member
Dr omm

CHAI RPERSON DROMM Thank you. | just
want to say thank you also to the Deputy Mayor
for being here with us today. | don’t know if
you woul d know, but do you have an idea how
parents would apply for the pre-k? |Is that
sonet hi ng that you’ve been tal king about yet in
your role as Deputy Mayor, or soon to be Deputy
Mayor ?

RI CHARD BUERY: 1'’m going to | et
Josh--so | should say for a full disclosure,
do not actually work for the city yet.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Ri ght .

RI CHARD BUERY: |’ ve got two nore
weeks. | am going to let nmy coll eagues Josh
answer the question.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Sur e.
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JOSH WALLACK: | can tell you about
t he di scussions that we had in the pre-k
wor ki ng group and | think that the
adm nistration’s still working through the
details, but the idea is that it should be very
simlar to the enroll nment process that's
happened for universal pre-k and for
ki ndergarten itself, and so it should be a
sinmple stream ined enrol |l nent process.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM *‘ Cause you know
there are many conpl aints regarding
Ki ndergarten Connect, and that’s sonmething that
| think we should probably | ook at even at a
future hearing, the inplementation, etcetera.
So that’s kind of why | was asking that, to
just caution you not to make the same m stakes
t hat were made with--

JOSH WALLACK: [interposing] Thank
you for that.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM t he
i mpl enent ati on of that. Thank you. | also want
to ask, what is the admnistration’s stand on
i ncluding charter schools as sites for these

preschool prograns?
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RI CHARD BUERY: Well, | think as the
Chancel | or answered, it’s something that we're
still working through and the City’'s still
wor ki ng through. The Mayor had expressed
previously his openness to the role that
charter schools could potentially play in this
system and | think even today as we nove
forward as organizations there is a rule that
charter organi zations could play in the
delivery of pre-k. The Children's Aid Society
operates a school. W operate Early Chil dhood
program We operate after school prograns, and
so that possibility exists currently, and I
t hi nk moving forward I know the city is
commtted to--with a tax such as this, we
really want to be open to every partner, every
ally who cares about the system and we’'re going
to continue to | ook at ways that charter
school s and others can play a role in making
sure that every four-year-old has access to the
best possible pre-kindergarten educati on.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM So is this
Children’s Aid Society operate a charter school

or?
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RI CHARD BUERY: We do.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM Okay. Okay. |’ m
going to turn it over to Council Menmber Debbie
Rose and follow by Council Member Barron

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Hi, Deputy
Mayor. | just wanted to follow up on ny
question with the Chancellor that was in regard
to how you're going to select the other
qual i fied day care provider centers with, you
know, to participate in the program So we
have qualified day care centers already that
participate in pre-k. Wiy are they being
subjected to an RFP? Why are they not
automatically just being rolled into the DOE
progranf

RI CHARD BUERY: So, | think it’'s a
little premature to talk about a specific
procurement process, because the procurenent
process has not been devel oped yet and so |
want to be careful there. But | would say that
it’s very inportant that the city have an
organi zed process of identifying and eval uating
t hose who can provide a high quality service in

the way we’ve described, and so | think the
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comm tnment is to making sure that we have a
process that allows us to evaluate everyone who
hopes to provide universal pre-k services. And
we're commtted to making sure that that
process allows to evaluate what the prograns
are doing now so that we can ensure that they
are able to deliver services at the |evel of
which we’ve commtted to the city that our
providers will do.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: And so this RFP
is due on Friday. Were all of these other
prograns made aware that they have to provide--
t hey now have to go through the RFP process?
And |’ m particularly concerned about the
progranms that the City Council restored | ast
years budget.

JOSH WALLACK: | can--1 think that
t hose questions are probably best, you know,
referred back to the Departnment of Educati on,
but my understanding is that as | think Sophia
Pappas said, there was very wi de outreach about
t he request for proposal to all of the
di fferent programs that offer early chil dhood

education throughout the system and | think
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there was--there were a | ot of efforts to
encourage as many prograns as possible to apply
because of the ambitious goal that we’ve set,
and | think that the idea at |least fromthe
wor ki ng group was to engage as many prograns as
possible and try to lay out for them the fact
that these new opportunities were com ng online
and that there would be resources to help build
quality over time. Even for high quality
programs we can always do nore and better and
we want to build on that quality throughout the
system throughout the entire system as we
scale up. And so | think that nessage got out,
but there may be specific concerns you have
that the adm nistration should address.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: And if in fact
they did not get the nessage, is there the
opportunity where this m ght, the deadline
m ght be extended, because |’ve gotten sone
f eedback that they’ ve--

RI CHARD BUERY: [interposing] |--

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: [i nterposing]

did not all understand or receive that message.
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RI CHARD BUERY: Well, | think it’s
unli kely. |1 mean, there was already an
ext ensi on. There was al ready an extension up

until the February 14'" for CBO's to reply. |
think we would |ike to hear nore about where
t hat communi cati on break down- -

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: [interposing]
Gr eat .

RI CHARD BUERY: break down happened,
so | would lIove to hear nore. The intention of
the city was to cast a wi de net, because again,
in building the system and increasing the
capacity of the systemin this way, the city
really wanted to hear from comunity based
organi zati ons what were their capacity to step
up and do nore to do better. So, | can be
certain that the intention was to cast a very
broad net with a | oud megaphone to get as many
people to stand up and to say here we are,
here’s what we can do and here’s what we need
to doit. So I know that we want to hear that
that did not happen properly. | know we' d | ove

to understand nore of those details.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Great. 1'd be
glad to share that information.

RI CHARD BUERY: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: | just want to
add very quickly, perhaps in the future as a
new Council Menmber and maybe this happened and
| was not aware of that, the 51 different
council menbers could be charged with the
responsi bility of dissem nating that
information to our constituents so that we
reach a wi der net, and | al so have another idea
that 1’d like to add that |I’m hearing quite a
bit about the RFP process, and I’'d |ike--and
maybe this exists and it’s in nmy ignorance, but
that there’s sonething called |ike RFP.NYC
where RFP's across the board from education to
construction to not for profits to all of these
di fferent opportunities could have one | andi ng
pl ace so that people could be enpowered to
access this information on a regul ar basis
that’ s updated with deadlines.

RI CHARD BUERY: And the city had been

in critical anmong the work. | will say to
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create stream ine systens, coherent systens for
RFP's and certainly can talk to you nmore about
what that system | ooks |ike. But | do agree
with the idea that the Council can and
absolutely should play a very inportant role in
getting information out to providers and
famlies and just from my perspective as
someone who has run community based

organi zations for most of |life here in New York
City, I"'mreally commtted to working with you
and all the council to nake sure that we're
getting the word out because you' re absolutely
right. It’s a powerful place to bring people

t ogether to get information out. | | ook forward
to working with you on that and hearing your

i deas about how to do so effectively.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you very
much, and now we’ Il hear from Council Member
Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,
Madam Chair. Congratul ati ons, | ook forward to
wor king with you. My question is simlar to
that of nmy coll eague Rose and also alluding to

what Council Menber Levin had said. When the
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Early Learn was rolled out there was much
criticismand even sone illegality has been
charged in how those programs and how t hose
proposals were rated. There were sone that
recei ved a substantial rating and they were
told go back, rate it again, and the score
shoul d not be this high. What is the process
that you’'re using in terms of scoring these
proposal ? Who is overseeing the eval uation of
proposal ? How are we going to be assured that
this is an objective process that is above
criticism that it can be open to scrutiny, and
t hat people will know this was done fairly?
know t his was under previous adm nistration
that these allegations were raised, but it’'s a
very serious issue. There was one programthat
is nationally acclaimed that was particularly
targeted and wound up with a score which was
about 20 points lower than the initial scoring.
So, what is it that’s going to be done?

JOSH WALLACK: | think that future
Deputy Mayor Buery and | are both at a bit of a
di sadvant age, again, not being part of the

Adm ni strati on and not being privy to all of
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the details of a live procurement. But again,
| think what we’'re able to | earn as part of the
wor ki ng group that worked closely with the
adm nistration is that just a few facts that |
can offer. One is that the Departnment of
Education will be--is running the procurenent
that’s currently live and that is due next
week. They will be evaluating those proposals,
and | would just say that | think the charge as
they laid out is to try to find the highest
quality programs that can ranp up according to
the ambitious tinmeline that’s been laid out by
this Adm nistration and the Mayor in the
nei ghbor hoods that have high need for seats,
but as to the mechanics of how that evaluation
occurs and who specifically does it and how
those are rated, we just don’t have access to
that information fromthe Children' s Aid
Soci ety.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | think
that’s a critical point and if we want to have
support and col | aborative spirit going forward,
peopl e need to know that it’s being done

objectively. And there m ght also be sone
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outreach to some of those progranms that were
defunded. | don’t’ know what kind. | heard you
say you cast a wide net, but |I think that those
in particular that have a history of having
been successful should be solicited to submt.

JOSH WALLACK: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:. Thank you
Counci | Member Barron. And now we'll hear from
Counci |l Menmber Ml er.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Thank you so
much for com ng out today to participate and |
| ook forward to working with you in the near
future in your new endeavors. | just want to
pi ggy back on what was said by Council Menber
Barron and Council Member Rose. There is a
concern about whether or not we are reinventing
t he wheel here and whether or not the RFP
process and certainly the Chancellor, we’'re not
saying that in any shape, form or fashion was
di si ngenuous in her testinony, but the question
was asked and in my ignorance about the CBO s
and the role that they would play. Let ne
quantify that in saying that those individuals

t hat we had spoken about that had been on the
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ground doing this critical work over the | ast
20 years and doing it correctly, whether or not
they would be a part of the process and those
are the sane ones that we were tal king about
that we restored in the budget. Those are the
subsi di zed centers. Those are the centers that
policy and curriculum were set and gui delines
were set up around the council itself, so we
actually know that they work and they do the
job and they represent a significant portion of
uni oni zed workers as well. So that’s al so when
we start talking about how we inpact worKking
famlies. That’'s really significant as well. So
t he Chancellor also nentioned that there would
be a sit down evaluation. Sit down eval uation
certainly is different froman RFP. So if in
fact that--if in fact the person | did not--is
not tinmely with the RFP and/or is sonehow, you
know, the technical aspects are of whether the
paperwork and RFP is not up to snuff at that
moment they are disqualified ill regardl ess of
what their body of work says that they are
capabl e and qualified of doing. So, in the past

it was an issue that it was nore of a contract
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of guidelines and a negation around that. Is
there a possibility that we will see something

like that in the future, and are these people
who have been commtted to providing this
servi ce under these guidelines for so many
years? You know, what kind of preference wil
they have in this process?

RI CHARD BUERY: So, | mean, again, |
want to say that I’mnot in a position to speak
with detail about the procurement process but
certainly hear your feedback and will take it
back. What | will say is a few things. One,
that it would be inmpossible to make good on the
prom se of Ready to Launch wi thout a
significant role of comunity based
organi zations. This work can’t happen wi thout
strong network of community based organi zations
in our city. So what | can prom se you that
there’ll be a significant role for community
based organi zations in the execution of
uni versal pre-kindergarten. So that’s one.
Second, if | think |I understand the heart of
your question, it’s inportant that we have an

eval uative process that respects the community
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ties, the cultural ties, the expertise, the
communi ty groundi ng of providers, and there’'s
an organi zation. You know, again, |eading an
organi zation that’'s 161 years old where in nmany
of the communities we work in, like northern
Staten Island we ve been in for 100 years. |
mean, we understand the power and val ue t hat
bei ng grounded in the community delivers, and
what it means for an organization’s ability to
support fam lies conprehensively and
holistically. So what | will be commtted to,
my prom se to you that we want to have a
process that respects the roles of conmmunity
based organi zati ons, not just because we need
communi ty based organi zations that deliver the
wor k, but because community based organi zati ons
are uniquely qualified to understand the
dynam cs in comunities and needs of famlies,
the relationships with hospital [phonetic] and
ot her institutions that are going to be
critical to giving famlies what we need and
what they need. So if | understand the heart of
your question, | can commt to making sure that

we have devel oped a process that does that, but
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unfortunately |I can’'t speak to the procurenent
process that’'s currently devel oped.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Well, just a
very brief followup is--and that is just a
comm tment to kind of fill in some of these
| oop hol es that may have--that we nmay have
incurred that may have |l eft sone of these
organi zati ons and sone of these community
groups on the outside. So we want to make sure
t hat we have an opportunity to speak to their
needs as well, because they have been the ones
over the past few decades along with Children’s

Aid that has done this critical work. Thank

you.
RI CHARD BUERY: Thank you.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you
Council Member MIller. W'll now hear from
Council Member Treyger and that’'ll be the | ast
guesti on.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Thank you,
Chair Cumbo, and congratul ati ons incom ng
Deputy Mayor. We definitely welcome you and
| ook forward to working with you. | think as a

city we are definitely united and we're
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embracing this initiative to have universal
pre-k. As a teacher, | fully understand and
appreci ate the value of this. The Mayor has
made comments about that we’re tal king about
expandi ng by the thousands of nunber of kids
t hat would be eligible, you know, eligible
children would be in these classes. I'm
assum ng that--1 wanted to get clarity from
adm ni stration as far as there have been
freezes as far as hiring new teachers. Are we
tal king about lifting the freeze to hire
addi ti onal teachers, to hire additional
gui dance counsel ors and support staff to
acconmodat e the needs of adding thousands of
children to our schools and to our spaces?

RI CHARD BUERY: You tal king about
for pre-kindergarten?

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Ri ght.

RI CHARD BUERY: Yeah, so in order to
deliver this plan we’re tal king about hiring
teachers, famly workers, guidance counsel ors.
We really devel oped a nmodel that would allow
for comprehensive holistic high quality support

to children and famlies and we do that by
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creating the resources for UPK programs or the
CBO schools to hire staff to do so. We're
tal ki ng about a significant increase both by
creating new slots, by turning half day slots
into full day slots, and by increasing the
capacity of all prograns to deliver better

services for children. This is a major

expansi on and one that |I’m confident that the
city will be able to deliver, high quality on
time.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Alright. And
to be clear, these are teachers and these are
staff menmbers who are |licensed by the state DOE
is that correct, or this is beyond that? |
mean- - yeah.

Rl CHARD BUERY: So- -

JOSH WALLACK: You got it. Go ahead.

RI CHARD BUERY: So it--so there’s an
expansi on both by comunity based organi zations
and by schools and the idea is to be able to
hire quality certified Early Chil dhood
educators and all of those contexts and that’s
central to the comm tnment of the Ready to

Launch PI an.
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COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: And the
second part is that | know space is a chall enge
and an issue of finding. In the previous
adm ni stration they sonetimes were to place
el ementary schools in high school space, and
just to be m ndful that that doesn’t always--

t hat doesn’t work. Just to be m ndful of the
fact that we need to make sure that we're

pl aci ng these kids in age appropriate buildings
where they feel safe and the parents feel safe
and communities feel safe. Just wanted to
share that comment with you.

RI CHARD BUERY: Of course and indeed,
and frankly there are regulations which Iimt
where you can put pre-k spaces, you know,
beyond what makes sense educationally and there
are limts to what you can do legally. Again,
one of the reasons why we’'re casting a w de
net, not just in schools and comunity based
organi zations, but libraries. W need to | ook
broadly around the city to see what spaces can
be appropriately adapted to deliver a UPK for
the children who need it.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Thank you
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: We’ ve j ust
been joi ned by Council Menmber David Greenfield,
and we are concluding the questions portion of
today. | want to thank everyone who has
remai ned because your testinony as well as your
guestions are very inportant for the public
record as well as those who are watching this
at home. So we thank you very nmuch for staying
tuned and we very much | ook forward to your
testimony and I’ now turn it over to Counci
Menber Dromm my Co-Chair. And | thank you both
for your time and your energy and your vast
experiences which are going to make our city so
much nore of a dynam c, inclusive, and
equi tabl e place. Thank you.

RI CHARD BUERY: Well thank you for
your time and for your |eadership. W
appreciate it. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM  Thank you al so
fromhere. I’d like to bring up our next panel,
Hi rokazu Yoshi kawa from New York University,
and Steven Dow from Tulsa and I'd |like to say
for everybody’'s who's here and who's waiting to

testify, we’'re going to keep everybody who’s
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testifying to their three mnute limt noving
forward because we do have a | ot of people who
have signed up to give testinony today. So |
want to nention that for the record we have
received testinmony fromLiteracy Inc., fromthe
Coalition for Asian-Anmerican Children and

Fam lies, from United Nei ghborhood Houses and

fromthe Doctor’s Union Council, SEIU, and that
will be put into the record formally. All in
support, by the way, of this Reso. 1’'m going

to ask M. Dow and M. Yoshi kawa, if you woul d
rai se your right hand please and do you swear
or affirmto tell the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth in your testinmony
before this commttee and to respond honestly
to Council Menber questions?

HI ROKAZU YOSHI KAWA: Yes, | do.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM  Thank you. And
whonmever would like to begin may start.

HI ROKAZU YOSHI KAWA:  Sure. Counci |
Menbers Dromm and Cunmbo and nmenmbers of the
Comm ttee on Wonen’'s |ssues and Educati on,
t hank you very nuch for the opportunity to

appear before the New York City Council today.
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My nanme is Hirokazu Yoshi kawa and | teach in
t he Steinhardt School of Culture, Education and
Human Devel opment at NYU. |’ ve conducted
research for over 20 years on Early Chil dhood
programs and policies. It’'s exciting that New
York City is leading in the effort in this
country to bring high quality preschool to al
young children. The goal of ny testinmony today
is to tell you what the science base on
preschool eval uations shows that m ght be
useful as plans for New York City’s universa
preschool program noved forward. |’ m going to
present evidence fromtwo sources, a neta-
anal ysis of 84 rigorous studies of preschool
education going back to 1960 and a review
called “lInvesting in our Future” where we focus
on the nmost recent 15 years of research, which
have particul ar relevance for the issue of
quality. “lnvesting in Our Future” was written
by myself and nine | eading experts in preschool
research with input from 20 additional experts.
So essentially what you have before you in the
full testimony is that report called “lnvesting

in OQur Future, the Evidence Base Preschool
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Education.” It was sponsored by the Foundation
for Child Devel opnent and the Society for
Research and Chil d Devel opment. So what is this
exciting new wave of evidence say? It shows a
few things we didn’t know until recently about
how to invest in children during the years when
t he devel oping brain is nost sensitive to the
quality of the environnment. First, high
quality preschool has shown evi dence of
substantial inmpacts on children’s | earning when
i npl emented at scale, across entire cities.
Second, quality preschool can produce positive
returns on investnment at scale, not just in
smal | denonstration programs. Third, the nost
effective way to inprove quality is to combine
evi dence based curricula with weekly or
bi weekly coaching in the classroom as intended,
| believe, by this proposal in New York. And
finally, benefits extend to nmoderate incone
children as well as the poor. So |I'm just going
to tell you a tiny bit nore about each of these
four points. First we know fromthe neta-
anal ysis of 84 studies that overall preschool

education increases children's | earning, but
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t hese studi es have been nmostly in small scale
circunstances, and we now have evidence that

| arge scal e preschool programs not just small
can have substantial positive effects on
children. Children and studies on Tul sa and
Boston’s universal pre-k program showed between
a half and a full year of additional growth in
readi ng and mat h above and beyond conpari son
group children, and what's particularly

i mpressive about that is that nost of the
conmpari son group children were actually in

ot her centers and preschool progranms. So these
are |large effects above and beyond ot her
preschool programs. So there’s sonmething that
Tul sa and Boston did that we can now | ook at as
hi gh quality. And certainly studies on sone
state prograns |i ke New Jersey are al so show ng
i mportant benefits for kids. Second, we have
new evi dence on the returns to investnent of
quality preschool. So we’ve known for a |ong
time that the Perry Preschool Program

i mpl emented in the 1960 s saved seven doll ars
per dollars spent and increased high school

graduation and earnings and reductions in
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crime. What’s new is a recent study on the
city-wi de Tulsa Pre-Kindergarten Program by the
econom st Tinmothy Bartik. He showed that the
Tul sa program saved over three dollars per
every dollar invested and that’s based on
projected adult earnings benefits al one, not
ot her benefits |ike potentially reduced crine.
Prelimnary data from Boston suggests a sim | ar
pattern of return on investment. So how can we
actually inmplement high quality preschool at
scal e, an exciting set of over a dozen rigorous
controlled studies shows that the conbination
of two inmportant elements, curricula focused on
specific aspects of |earning and weekly or bi-
weekly coaching and mentoring in the classroom
can substantially inmprove the kind of quality
that matters nmost, and that is the quality of
instruction provided by teachers and the
responsi veness of their interactions.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: | hate to be
the time keeper here and to be the bad guy, but
Il will in the interest of time have to--

HI ROKAZU YOSHI KAWA:  [interposing]

Sur e.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: ask you to
concl ude because we would like to hear from all
the presenters and we have limted tinme here,
but | do appreciate your testinony thus far.
Thank you.

HI ROKAZU YOSHI KAWA:  So just one
nmore m nute? Yeah. So this combination of
curriculum and coachi ng has been proven in
studies not only in public pre-k systens but
also in Head Start and in both center and home
based child care. So we now know how to inprove
quality in a variety of delivery systens. The
key is that there are about 12 evidence based
curricula that focus on specific skills Iike
| anguage, literacy, math or soci o/ enotional
devel opment and we encourage this nmenu of
choi ces of rigorous evidence based choices as
being a foundation for quality in addition to
t he coaching and onsite professiona
devel opment. And the final point is that
quality preschool does reduce specific kinds of
gaps and disparities in early learning. So for
exanple, all groups benefitted in Tulsa and

Boston, m ddle class children, nmoderate i ncone
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children as well as children from di sadvant aged
backgrounds, but the kids from di sadvant aged
backgrounds sinmply benefitted nore, and that’s
why these progranms actually reduce disparities.
For exanple, the Boston Universal Preschool
Program conpl etely wi ped out the Latino/white
school readiness gap in reading and math skills
and substantially reduced bl ack/white incone
based and | anguage based gaps. It also

i mproved children’ s executive function and
self-regulation skills.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:. | appreciate
very much your national analysis on that to
gi ve us some other nodels to | ook at in other
cities that have been successful. Thank you
very much. Yes, sir?

STEVEN DOW  Good afternoon. My
name is Steven Dow. | am the Executive Director
of Community Action Project of Tulsa, a
communi ty based organi zation that was invol ved
in establishing pre-k as state policy in
Okl ahoma back in 1998, and has been involved in
implenmenting it across the city of Tulsa with

t hree maj or school district partners since
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then. | have traveled nearly 1,500 mles to
attend today’ s hearing because | believe that
Mayor de Blasio’s initiative that you're
di scussing is not only inportant to the young
children and famlies in New York City, but it
is also critical inmportance to national Early
Chi | dhood Education policy. Nearly two decades
ago cogni zant of the unfortunate fact that the
achi evement gap that is manifest at the tine of
ki ndergarten entry only wi dens as children get
ol der despite decades of K-12 conmmon educati on
reformefforts. We in Oklahoma set out to
develop a different kind of educational reform
strategy, one that focused on narrowing if not
trying to elimnate entirely the achi evenment
gap before children entered kindergarten. After
all, we are the Sooner state. Over the course
of the last 15 years, we in Tula along with
many ot hers around the country as Professor
Yoshi kawa’ s just descri bed have | earned many
| essons about what to do, what not to do, what
some of the major stunbling blocks are as well
as what sone of the major benefits are of

uni versal pre-k. New York City has the
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opportunity to avail itself of all of this
accunul ated know edge of inplenentation as you
scale pre-k across the city and realize the
ambi tious yet attainable goal and vision of
hi gh quality pre-school for all young children
in New York City. After initial set of pilot
efforts, Oklahoma established pre-k in state
| egislation in 1998 i nmbedded in the state aid
funding formula. When we did so, we
i ncorporated several inmportant factors that
have contributed to its success as we have
operated its scale. First and forenost by
embeddi ng four-year-old pre-k as part of the
education state aid fornula, we ensured that
t here woul d be adequate and per manent
sust ai nabl e fundi ng i ncluding additional
wei ghts for econom cally di sadvantaged English
| anguage | earners and special needs children.
Second, we required that there be a bachel or
degree early childhood certified teacher in
every classroom Third, we limted class size
to no nore than 20 children per classroom and
fourth, we enabled school districts to

i mpl ement their efforts in partnership with

156
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child care operators, comunity based
organi zati ons and Head Start prograns. So,
what are some of the npbst inportant |essons
| earned fromthe Sooner State? First and
foremost, quality matters, and quality is a
function of having a skilled and tal ented
teacher and workforce along with an effective
evi dence based curriculum Unfortunately, for
far too many years we have not val ued teachers
and educators generally, but we’ve been
especially bad as a society in paying decent
wages and sal aries to people who work with our
youngest children. So, it is no surprise that
t he overall workforce of teachers who have the
training and expertise to deliver effective and
quality preschool is often wanted. We face that
exact problemin Okl ahoma when we enacted
uni versal pre-k in 1998, and as we went about
expandi ng preschool, we made the critical
decision to pay Early Chil dhood educati on
teachers salaries that were commensurate with
what other teachers in the community were paid.
But all those are setting initial conmpensation

levels initially was necessary it was not
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sufficient to ensure that teachers would cone
into pre-k classroons.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: | so
apol ogi ze. 1’ve gotten so in tuned to you that
| forgot that the buzzer went off quite a few
m nut es ago, and | apol ogize for that. I would
ask you to begin to conclude your comments.
They’' re fascinating, though.

STEVEN DOW  Sure. Well, what | wll
say is that what we needed to do and thankfully
were able to do to ensure the long term-was to
ensure the long term sustainability of their
positions by having a permanent source of
funding for the operations in the classroom
and as a result of that inportant initial
strategi c decision, we have been able to
attract and retain the quality of the res--the
wor kf orce that has enable us to inplenment a
scal ed high quality programthat has been able
to generate the kind of results that Professor
Yoshi kawa has described. And | will be happy to
submt the remainder of ny testinony in witing

for review of the Council
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: | just want to
t hank you so nuch for com ng over 1,500 mles
today. It’s quite hunbling that you have conme
here because you recognize the nationa
significance of what we're working to do here
in New York and | thank you both for your
testinmony and | want to open it up to ny
col | eagues, because what you ve done is
provi ded sol utions that we can utilize here in
New York. So | thank you so much for your
testimony, for your patience today, and now I
will turn it over to my Co-Chair Council Member
Dronm who has questions, as | believe al so does
Counci | Member Barron.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM So in M.
Yoshi kawa’s written testinony, | don't know if
you hit it when you were speaking, there’ s the
i ssue of the second year preschool which shows
addi tional benefits. Can you describe that a
little bit for me and put it on record in terns
of one year for four-year-olds is good, but
even nore time is better, and what are your

feelings on that, and although the gain is
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smaller in the second year from what |1’ m
readi ng here.

HI ROKAZU YOSHI KAWA: Yes, the
exi sting studies show that there are benefits
froma second year of preschool. They’' re not
al ways doubl ed the benefits of one year, and we
think that one of the reasons m ght be that
there needs to be careful attention to the
sequenci ng of instruction in the classroom So
if there is a second year, ensure that for
example it’s not three and four-year-olds in
essentially the same classroomwith the sane
| evel of instruction for two years, but that
t he second year builds on what was | earned in
the first year. So we think there has to be
careful attention in the curricula and
instruction in the professional devel opnent
around the sequenci ng.

STEVEN DOW If | may junp in there.
One of the things that we’ve been able to do in
Tulsa is a result of having the funding for
pre-k through the State Aid fornula. It has
been able to then reall ocate our Head Start

dollars to serve nore three year olds than we
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were previously able to do. So those nost at
risk children are in fact getting the two years
of preschool that | think we really want to
make sure they get.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Al so in your
report it says that the aspects of process
quality that appear to be nost inportant to
children’s gains during the preschool years
i nclude teachers providing frequent warm and
responsive interactions. |In addition, teachers
who encourage children to speak with
interactions involving multiple turns by both
the teacher and child to discuss and el aborate
on a given topic foster greater gains during
t he preschool year across nmultiple domains of
children’s learning. So that is what you fee
is the key to a high quality successfu
progranf

HI ROKAZU YOSHI KAWA: Yes, and that
t hat combi nati on of, again, of rigorous
evi dence based curricula with weekly or
bi weekly coaching in the classroomis what is
key to doing that, and sone of those exanples

i nvol ve curricula that combi ne domai ns. For




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 162

exanmple, in Boston it was a | anguage and a math
curriculum together that not only boosted
readi ng and math skills, but also boosted self-
regul ati on and executive function skills. And
one set of coaches was trained in both
curricula. So it was feasible to inplenent.

Now, there may be nore of a situation of a nmenu
where there’ s choice and prograns choose which
of the evidence based curricula they m ght

i mpl ement. That m ght be nore realistic for a
m x delivery nmodel like the one that’s in

devel opment here in New York.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM And just curious
to know before we | et Council Menmber Barron ask
some questions as well. Do African-Anericans,

t hose born here in the United States, show the
same gains or less gains? |Is it--is there a

di fference between i mm grant Latino popul ations
from Afri can- Aneri can gains? Has the numbers
been conpiled on that?

HI ROKAZU YOSHI KAWA: Of course al
the studies, all groups benefit no matter what
their racial or ethnic background, no matter

what their | anguage background. I n Boston, what
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we saw was that children from African-American
backgrounds, children from Lati no backgrounds,
and in fact, children of inmm grants from ot her
backgrounds |i ke Asian backgrounds, there s a
| arge Vi etnamese group and in Boston. All
groups benefitted, but those groups had
actually even stronger positive effects and
that’s why these disparities were reduced. You
certainly don’'t want to reduce disparities by
having no effects on some groups, the nore
advant aged groups, but that’'s not what the
studies in Tulsa and Boston show. Literally,
all groups benefitted whether they were white
or black or Latino or Asian, but the children
from |l ower income backgrounds, children from
dual | anguage | earner backgrounds showed
particularly inmpressive gains.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM So did African-
American show as nuch--as many gai ns as ot her
subgroups?

HI ROKAZU YOSHI KAWA: | can only speak
to the Boston study, not across all prior
studies, but they're the--the African-American

children did on general show stronger gains
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than white children in Boston, and | don’t
think--1 think they were conparable to the
gai ns of Latino children, but on both groups
benefitted nore than white children. That’s not
to say that white children didn't benefit. They
al so showed substantial benefits, and | believe
the pattern was quite simlar in Tul sa.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Thank you.
Counci| Member Barron?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,
M. Chair. I want to thank you for com ng and
sharing information. | certainly appreciate the
preparation which is reflected in your
testimony and | will take the time to read
through all of it. In ternms of Tul sa,
especially because this is Black History nonth,
we recall that in 1921 there were the so-called
Tul sa Race Riots and the comunity of Rosewood
was destroyed and then in 1997 there was a
comm ssion which was organized to study whet her
in fact reparations were due and | don’t know
that that report finally came up with any
conclusions. So | know that there was at one

point a black community and |’ m wonderi ng about
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the Native Anmerican Conmmunity. Think of
Okl ahoma and think that perhaps there’'s a
Native American community there. |Is that the
case? Are they a part of the general schoo
system or are there other kinds of educati onal
progranms that nmeet their needs?

STEVEN DOW Yes, the Native Anmerican
comunity is a part of the normal integrated
school system

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: And
approxi mately what percent do they represent?

STEVEN DOW 1’ m not sure.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: okay.

STEVEN DOW 1In terms of the
enrollment. | will say one of the nost
interesting pieces that we’ve seen in terns of
an i mmedi ate return on investnent in Tul sa has
to do with our English | anguage | earners,
particul arly our Hispanic children who as a
result of the scaling of and higher
participation rates of those children in our
pre-k program the school districts need to do
subsequent remedi al English education and

remedi ati on declined significantly and we
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realized the cost savings very, very quickly as
a result of having those kids in the preschool
program

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: In terns of
dual | anguage or English as a second | anguage,
is there--are there programs that reflect the
Native American’s | anguage? Are there attenpts
to preserve their |language, or is it just a
part of--

STEVEN DOW [interposing] Yes, and
actually in part of my witten testinony that
"1l be submtting--

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: [i nterposing]
Okay.

STEVEN DOW because we enacted
uni versal pre-k so many years ago, the next
frontier of the State of Okl ahoma has been to
create a public privately funded programto
serve children from ages birth through three.
And in that program the Cherokee Nation has
been one of key partners and has been doi ng
some very interesting dual |anguage emersion

wor K.
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COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: That's good
to know. Thank you. Look forward to getting
your testinony.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you so
very much for your testinmony today. It was very
much appreci ated and thank you for sharing your
nati onal experiences with us here in New York
City. Thank you. We are now going to take the
opportunity to nove things along a little bit
nore aggressively. The next panel will consist
of five individuals, Karen Alford, United
Federation of Teachers, Doctor Randi Herman,
First Vice President of CSA, Santos Crespo,
President of Local 372, Raglan George,
Executive Director DC1707, | hope | pronounced
that correctly, and Mabel Everett, President
Local 205 DC1707. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM And Ser geant,
we’'re going to need some chairs. Yeah, we need
some chairs this round. Okay, Karen, yes.

KAREN ALFORD: Greetings everyone.

In the interest of time, | won't read nmy full
testi mony. You have it on record. I’'Il just do

some highlights fromthe testinony, but
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greetings to our Chairs Dronm and Cunbo, you’ ve
been doing a fabulous job there today. Now is
the time and when we have national |eaders |ike
Presi dent Obama, we have the Governor, we have
our Mayor tal king about pre-k, it’s time to
harness that energy. And it’s such a pleasure
to be able to agree with so many of the
coments fromthe Department of Education. We
haven't been able to do that in a while. The
UFT stands here though in support of the City
Counci|l Resolution Number Two. We are certainly
supporting the city’'s plan to establish high
quality universal pre-k for all eligible four-
year-olds with this nunber being around 73, 000
for the 2015/2016 school year and with the
t hought of making high quality m ddle schoo
after school progranms a reality for so many of
our teenagers. We understand and the UFT
supports the need for this tax increase to
ensure a dedicated and reliable funding stream
that is certainly nmost inmportant in this
di scussion for us. W have certainly given
consideration to adequate spacing. We are in

agreenment with DOE public schools being
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utilized as well as underutilized city
bui l dings and city space and our CBO s to nmke
sure that we have adequate seats for all of our
children. We are constantly focusing and
certainly want the conversation to be around
hi gh quality and for the UFT that includes full
day prograns, the need for certified teachers
at both the DOE public school as well as the
CBO | evel. There has to be devel opnentally
appropriate environnents including play. That
so--play is paramount to |earning at that age,
and instruction is given through play often
times. There nmust be this conmponent of famly
engagenent. The parent voice has been | ost too
| ong and we have to make sure particularly at
this level as we are bringing famlies into the
system that they invest and they feel I|ike
they’'re part of the equation. There nust be
pre-k state standards that are aligned with a
hi gh quality curriculum so that not only do we
know what the standards are, we know how to
teach the standards. There nust be

pr of essi onal devel opment to help teachers as

they learn this curriculum W nust be devoted
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to small class sizes. There has to be parody.
We must seek conparable pay for CBOs in |line
with what’s being made in the public schools,
and we have to have on site instructional
coaches. There has to be sone form of job
enmbedded PD as folks are in these cl assroons
doing this work that they have a resource on
site. I’mjust going to wrap up with saying
t hat we know what the research says. It’s
devel --with pre-k, we certainly devel op better
critical thinking and our youngest | earners,
they build their oral vocabulary. There are
certainly greater gains in literacy and math,
and the UFT is proud to stand with the city
council and all of our colleagues today and we
are certainly on the right side of history.
Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you
Thank you very nmuch for your testinmony.

RANDI HERMAN: Good afternoon, |’ m
Randi Herman, First Vice President of the
Counci | of School Supervisors and
Adm nistrators. To those nmembers of the

council and to the Education Conmmttee Menbers

170
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bot h past and present, thank you for your
consi stent attention to the Early Chil dhood
education issues. |I’ve often come before you
with the m ssion of persuading you that Early
Chi | dhood Education is inportant. But today, ny
purpose is a little different. I"mhere to | end
t he support of the CSA and its menbership, the
school | eaders of New York City to City
Council’s Resolution Number Two. We're here
today in support of the resolution, in support
of the city’'s plan to establish high quality
uni versal pre-k for all eligible four-year-olds
and a high quality after school program for our
m ddl e aged youth. You ve heard the research
| don’t have to go into it again, and | have to
say you' re nmore well versed in it than nost
groups | talk to. As school |eaders, our
educators and supervisors in both the
department of Education and those who are
working in the city-funded community-based
organi zati ons provide Early Childhood Education
supervi sion and support. Karen spoke to you
about the need for qualified teachers in every

classroom W' || take it a step further. W




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 172
need qualified supervision at all |evels, at
the district level fromthe superintendent’s
office to the CBO s, to the DOE prograns,
because those teachers need support and they
need enbedded professional devel opment, but we
al so have to nmake sure those standards that we
heard about earlier are maintained, and who
better than a supervisor connected to a
superintendent to provide those resources when
they’'re identified as being needed. Somebody
has to be able to be the decision maker. Yes,
we nmust | evel the playing field for all our
children and that’'s what UPK does. There’'s a
whol e world of Early Chil dhood Education that
comes before universal pre-k, but right now the
conversation here is about the need for
uni versal pre-k and we're all agreed it’'s a
need, it’s a right. Our children aren’t
failing. W’'re failing them by not giving them
t he opportunity to have access to full day
uni versal pre-k. And having the discussion not
about whether or not it’'s necessary--

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nterposing]

Ri ght .
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RANDI HERMAN: but about how to fund
it. That’s a big change in the conversation
for me, a very big change. The wi nds of change
are blowi ng through this room So, we need to
get past our differences and keep our eyes on
the prize and renenber what’'s at stake. Let’s
not be naive. Introducing nore than 73,000 new
children into an already over-burdened system
is going to bring an entire new set of
chal l enges. We have to find the classroons,
supplies, supervisions, structure and
oversight. | assure you we will work with
anyone and everyone to neet those chall enges as
they arise. Now s not the time to argue over
the smal | stuff.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you so
much.

RANDI HERMAN: You’'re wel cone.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you

SANTOS CRESPO: Good afternoon. Let
me first thank the Chairpersons, Council man
Dronm and Counci |l woman Cumbo for having Local
372 present to give this testinmny. M nane is

Santos Crespo, and | am the President of Local
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372 of District Council 37, and our union
represents over 25,000 non-teaching enpl oyees
of the New York City public school system and
our nembers are folks |ike parent coordi nators
and school aids and school crossing guards,
about 300 substance abuse
prevention/intervention counsel ors and
t housands of nore that give vital services. Qur
members are the wonmen and men who stand on the
front line between the Department of Education
and the famlies and commnities of the
students we serve. So on behalf of those
fam lies, those comunities, and nore
importantly their children and especially the
i ncreasi ng number of children that are
honel ess, | sit here before you to offer the
full, conplete, unvarying steadfast support of
our menbers in nmoving forward with this |ong
overdue initiative. Clearly, we at Local 372
are not alone in support of the universal pre-
k. During our recent election, New Yorkers were
asked if the time had conme to charter a new
course for our great and diverse city, and the

voters have spoken and demand that change, and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 175
now we are here to begin chartering that new
change. For too |long too many of our children
have been left behind w thout even a chance to
get the educational or get on the educationa
starting line. In study after study the
evi dence had denonstrated a |ong term val ue of
early learning in pre-k classroons. We at Local
372 will also stand steadfast in support of the
proposal to enact a small tax increase, and |
want to enphasize a small tax increase upon New
York city residents earning nore than 500, 000
dollars a year to fund the ongoing universa
pre-k program Think about it, at the cost of
little more than 10,000 per child, per student,
more than 73,000 four-year-olds will finally
find a seat within those vital early |earning
progranms. Why should anyone with the ability
to help fund those programs turn their back?
Yet, time and time again we read and hear that
t he proposed taxes are an attack on the rich.
Should this tax be enacted, those sane wealt hy
New Yor kers who are now spending mllions on
one or two or three bedroom condos, co-ops,

yachts, will be putting up for sale, they
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claim and | eaving town by the thousands. W
know that’s a fantasy. The rich have turned
dodging taxes in to an art from but where el se
can they find the restaurants and the theaters
and the museuns and the parks and all those
cultural institutions that nmake uni que--make
New York City unique. And I--am | alone in
finding it odd that these fol ks would | eave? I
don’t thinks so. But we do have two concerns,
however. How will this programroll out,
meani ng the registration, and that was earlier
brought out and DOE was not too clear yet on
that, and we do have some concerns. And of
course, the support services that nmy members
give will be--and we’ll be providing are going
to be the crucial in the success of the pre-Kk,
uni versal pre-k program and not making it a
failure.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you very
much. Thank you for your testinony.

CHAI RPERSON DROMMt Before | forget,
| forgot to swear everybody in, so | have to do
that to be consistent. So |I’m going to ask al

of you and those of you who have already given
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testinmony to state that the testinony that you
gave already was the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth in your testinony
before this commttee and to respond honestly
to Council Menber questions.

[of f m cC]

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Thank you.

MABEL EVERETT: Good eveni ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Good eveni ng.

MABEL EVERETT: M name i s--excuse
me. Chairperson Dromm and Cunmbo, ny nane is
Mabel Everett. |I'mthe President of the Loca
205 Day Care Enpl oyers and been a teacher in
the day care at a public day care for 34 years.
Our menmbers of the Early Chil dhood are
professionals. OQur teachers are certified to
teach kindergarten to pre-k in the New York
City child care centers just as the public
school teachers do in the New York City public
school. Qur classroom expand the reach of
essenti al kindergarten and pre-k services to
many nei ghbor hoods that may not have been--my
not be close to a public school. Help alleviate

overcrowding in the public school, allow
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wor ki ng parents to keep their children in a
safe environnment until all their work is done
and add critical funds that chronically under
fund our day care centers. Beginning in 2009

t he Bl oomberg Adm nistration began to renpve
full day kindergarten from our centers. Then in
the |l ast two years, Mayor Bl oonmberg so-call ed
Early Learn programresulted on some centers
actual ly--excuse me--having fewer children in
cl assroom funded. This has created a vacant
Early Chil dhood cl assroom space in some of our
nei ghbor hood school s that need space for our
children. So we strongly support Mayor de

Bl asi o UPK proposal and | am here today to
rem nd you that any expansion that you can pay
must return to our classroonms and our day care
centers as well in the public school.
Opportunity to make the best decision for our
children. Our subsidized child cares have
played a critical role in Early Chil dhood
Education in our city for the children over
four years. We | ook forward to doing this
again. There are scores of classroons avail able

in our centers right now ready to serve the
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pre-k children. One of the things that--1 got a
few mnutes left--that we’'re asking is that
many of our day care centers we need to have
sonmet hi ng that our teachers--the programis
where it says. Many of our prograns that need
Early Learn was not funded who had very high
scores. | know | can personally speak for ny
center. | taught at Afro-Anerican Parent Day
Care Center for 34 years, and ny site was one
of the sites that ACS used to use for all their
model s.  VWhenever they had any training, the
Afro 1 [phonetic] was one that was al ways--was
there to--and our center did not make it back
in. | ama grandnother, a great grandnother of
22 great grans, and I'’mfinding that--1 have
taught for 32 years and | really don’'t want to
babysit. So |I'’m asking that we can put back in
pl ace so that my grandchildren and nmy great
grandchildren will have sone place to go.
Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:. Thank you so
much for your testinmony.

RAGLAN GEORGE: |, nmy name is Ragl an

George, Jr. |I'mthe Executive Director of
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District Council 1707. | did have about 18
pages to read to you today, but I guess | have
to break it down to the last one. So I'Ill try

to be brief in nmy testinmony, but | thank you
Chai rpersons Dromm and Cunbo for allowing us to
come before you to express our thoughts on pre-
k, and just to let you know that District
Council 1707 is in strong support of the City’s
plan to bring stability and expansion to public
center based day care or child care. For too

| ong we have been seeing disastrous corporate

i nspired model s that have weakened our public
child care institution and plans |like Early
Learn and slashing fully funded child care have
only harmed our children and have forced
parents to pay punitive amounts of child care
and someti mes because the anmount was

unaf fordabl e for some parents to stop working
and no |l onger contribute to the city’s econony.
Most of you already know how | am supportive of
our dedi cated and professional public daycare
and Head Start menmbers, many of whom hold the
sanme degrees and credentials as public school

teachers, but earn significantly |ess because
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they are dedicated to the children and the
communities they serve while earning
consi derably less than their public schoo
counterparts due to unsound changes in their
heal t hcare funding. Only 40 percent of our
menbers can afford healthcare through their
jobs. The previous adm nistration seriously
harmed full time public center based day care,
but it is up to this admnistration and this
council to prevent innovative plans to prepare
the city’s children to conpete in this world.
That is why we support this resolution. Qur
centers have avail able class roons that can be
used for universal pre-k and the city nust
consi der returning U pre-k to our centers.
Public child based care has harmed by the
previous adm ni stration but not--irresponsibly.
Our children, parents and members are resilient
and | ook forward to working with this
Adm ni stration and this council to allow New
York to won agai nst precanus due for our
children. At one tinme we were one of the
bi ggest and nost effective childcare

communities in the country and now we’ve been
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reduced to struggling to try to keep it afl oat
and we’ re hoping that this adm nistration and
your commttee are going to be able to put sonme
of this back to what--we |like to see the 1,300
menbers that |ost their jobs under Bl oonberg
because of Early Learn be restored. Thank you
very much.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you. |
want to thank you all for your service to New
York City. | want to thank you for the
exceptional representation that you provide on
behal f of your menbership and for me as a new
Counci | Menber, it’s been an incredible
| earni ng experience to hear your testinony and
to charge nme with that [evel of information. I
al so wanted to just point out too that Council
Member Barron is also, |I’m sure you do know, is
t he Chair of Hi gher Education, so the weight of
the gravitas of who is here is very inportant
and it’s going to be up to all of us to do our
job on the early levels so that her commttee
can be the nmopst successful on the back end side
wi th higher education. So, | will relinquish ny

time to Council Menber Barron for questions.
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COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,
Madam Chair. | want to commend all of you for
com ng and sharing your experience and your
i deas. In terms of those progranms that have
been defunded and where people have |sot their
jobs, which | see as a basic assault fromthe
previ ous adm ni stration on unions and the
wor kf orce. Now, the previous panel, two panels
before you said that there was a wi de net that
t hey put out to encourage people to respond to
the RFP's. Have your unions--were you your
uni ons contacted and encouraged to have people
respond to these RFP's? Were they given
assi stance or gui dance as to what they needed
to do to be successful ?

RAGLAN GEORGE: I, I--let ne answer
t hat because with the programs that were
devastated by the | oss of sone of the prograns
you' re tal king about. The Mayor came into
office and prom sed that he was going to do the
pre-k and |--we applaud him for what he’s been
attenpting to do, along with this
adm nistration. The City Council, | know

you' ve been one of the prior, had been
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supportive of trying to put us back on track,
but when they--but what we are, we focus on
when they put into place a |lot of these
programs, we're the |ast ones to be contacted,
the last ones. We're the ones that’s inpacted
the most, we’'re the |ast ones to be inpacted. |
t hink we have to be part of the process. W
know where the bodies are buried. We know where
the prograns are. We know where those RFP's
went to those progranms that never opened. If
you want space to put pre-k, open those
progranms that were giving RFP's under Early
Learn that never opened. That’'s where you’ll
find them but they never contact us. We--they
have to contact us and talk to us. There has to
be a communi cati on between the union that
represents these childcare workers both in Head
Start and daycare so that we could find those
sites--

RANDI HERMAN: Quite honestly, the
attitude has been that if they post it, it is
sufficient comunication. If it is on the
website, communication is sufficient. There is

no additional outreach necessary. Same with
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ki ndergarten adm ssions, universal pre-k
adm ssions, post it and that is sufficient.
They do it with professional devel opnment too.

SANTOS CRESPO: I n ny case,
Counci | woman, we are not of that process, but
we have not yet been notified of the 3,000
menmbers that |’ve | ost under the past
adm ni stration that provide the support
services in terms of how many will be com ng
back to continue to give those vital support
servi ces.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you. |
woul d suggest then to the Chairs that we make
the recomendati on that there be direct contact
and outreach to involve these unions and
agencies that are right in the mdst of this
and have expertise and not just see them as
someone who's just on the receiving end, but
hel ping to formul ate what’ s goi ng forward.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you.
Excel | ent point.

MABEL EVERETT: One of the things
that | found | ast year, and | know this has--

the pre-k was |ike the kindergarten. Many of
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t he parents were not notified and what they did
was send out notices. If you didn't register in
time, you had to take--if there was no seat in
your area, you had to take wherever they had
open for you. We're hoping this, that will be
the case as far as the UPK, and |ike you said,
they may put it on the web. Many parents may
not have access to a computer. | think there
was no di al ogue or there was nothing that was
comng into the comunity to | et them know of
this service and many of our parents how have
now no | onger in the daycare because they could
not afford the daycare, they may not know t hat
this is open back up for them It’s something
that’s in your neighborhood, ‘cause so many
ot hers who were not before. Early Learn is
there now and they may not be reaching out.

RANDI HERMAN: Just to be clear
with this online registration as a principal, |
woul d never see the parent. | would never have
an opportunity to talk to that parent, see the
child. They would sinmply come. They have 30
days grace to provide docunmentation, but as we

all know, once the child is in the seat and the
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docunentati on doesn’'t follow, well, the child
is still in the seat. It’s a nore backwards way

of doing registration which is a very persona
thing, and they also commented to you on
borough enroll ment centers. Now, it used to be
as you know that you could register a child
over the counter at the school. That is no

| onger the case in many instances. They' re sent
to a borough enroll ment center. Parents aren’t
al ways aware of this. I’'lIl tell you quickly the
story of the father who showed up at a | ocal

el ementary school with two children. It was a
rainy, cold day. He tried to register them at

t he school. The principal was very appreciative
of the fact that he canme but had to say to him
t hat she couldn’t register those children, that
he had to go to a borough enroll ment center. He
said, “l only have this one netro card. There’'s
one fare left. [It’s enough to get ne hone. |
have two babies, and you re sending nme back out
into the cold and the rain?” WeIlIl, she gave
hima metro card, of course, but she couldn’t
register his children. Not the first inpression

we want to nmake.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Excel | ent
point. We'll take one nore.

KAREN ALFORD: That home schoo
connection has to begin at the inception and ny
col | eagues have said it brilliantly. It is
very disrespectful in sonme ways to not be able
to go to your community school and register
your child and see the tone of the building and
possi bly the culture of the school, and also
the enroll ment period is so short that for
right now it’s kindergarten enroll ment period.
By March, that time is done. So for those
parents who don’t have a famliarity with how
the system works, that when they think in Apri
or May, let me start thinking about my school
options, they ve already m ssed that enroll ment
period. So that is certainly sonmething to think
about as we nmove forward in this process.

SANTOS CRESPO:  You know, al so, our
parents are so engaged in trying to, you know,
as | say put, you know, rice and beans and
chicken on the table that they have to take a
day off fromwork to register their child and

then not to be able to register their child,
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and they cannot afford, you know, to take off
anot her day and | ose--‘cause sone of them will
run the risk of losing their job. Again, that’'s
a real negative inpression. |If they wi nd up--
there’'s not a parent that | know of that
doesn’t not want the best education possible
for their children, and they will sacrifice
t hemsel ves to do that and will run that risk of
taki ng that next day off only to find, guess
what, the boss just put me out the door.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: | want to
t hank you all for your testinony today. We're
going to--in the interest of time, we’'re going
to nove onto the next panel, but | just wanted
to let you know that your points were duly
noted and you have been heard today and we're
going to work on the issues that you brought--

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM [ i nt er posi ng]
Just before I let you go, |I do have one thing.
I's there any representative fromthe DOE here?
This is the problem Okay? And | wil
guarantee you from here on in, at every
education hearing that we have, a DOE

representative will sit through the whole
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hearing or I will use nmy subpoena and oversight
power to enforce that regulation. That is the
end of that. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you. We
are now going to hear from Doctor Fulani from
the Al Stars Project. Thank you. Thank you.
And students, oh how wonderful. Thank you.
Five of them thank you. Thank you

[of f m c]

DOCTOR FULANI: Good afternoon
everybody.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Good
af ternoon.

DOCTOR FULANI : I just wanted to
acknow edge that we had about 20 people with
us, half of whom were young people who had to
| eave to go to ny after school program who were
going to join me. Who we have with us is
Starshima [phonetic]. |’ mgoing to read ny
statement, and then I’m going to ask her a
coupl e of questions and we're going to be
preci se and brief. So, thank you for the
opportunity to testify. Though | have

frequently appeared in these chanmbers as a
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political activist and independent reforner,
today |'’m here as a devel opnental psychol ogi st
wi th advanced degrees fromthe CUNY system and
an extensive research background. | also am a
co-founder of the Al Stars Project, a
constellation of privately funded youth and
adult after school devel opment progranms which
serve nore than 10,000 inner city kids each
year and we al so have an adult program that we
started in 2012 for adults in the conmmunity and
4,500 adults in our conmmunities have joined in
our prograns which are based on performance.
They’' re innovative and they step outside of the
box and I will give you information on it. |I'm
not here today to speak for or against
Resol uti on Nunmber Two, though | am a supporter
passi onately of Early Childhood Education and
woul d |i ke most devel opmental psychol ogi sts,
recogni ze the positive effects of high quality
pre-k experiences for all children. | am here
instead to try to call attention to the defects
in the science that underlies the idea that
pre-k is the nost effective and nost necessary

intervention into the |ong-term devel opnent of
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poor kids and to express nmy deep concern that
the current initiative m ss-educates the public
about this. Pre-k and the call to create a
dedi cated tax base funding scheme for it rests
on the idea that we nmust grab the opportunity
to school |ow incone three and four-year-olds
because once these kids get ol der and nost
especially once they beconme teenagers, any
devel opmental disparities with nmore well to do
ki ds become uncorrectable. According to
traditi onal educational and psychol ogi ca
dogma, human devel opment can only take place
before age five or six years old. That is not a
fact. This phil osophical assunption is
dangerous and untrue, dangerous because it
dictates certain policy directions and preenpts
others. Untrue because the prem se and
met hodol ogy of the research cited in Resol ution
Two dates back 50 years and there is far nore
current and innovative research which defines
the finding that devel opment is essentially
over by the time you hit kindergarten. W have
found as have other researchers and

practitioners from Stanford University,
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Col umbi a, Rutgers, various other places that
devel opment can be ignited or re-ignited at any
age if the proper tools and approaches such as
performance play and becom ng nore cosnopolitan
are used. This is not sinply an abstract
di scovery. It has serious public policy
i mplications. In New York City there are 100’ s
of thousands of poor kids, mainly of color
bet ween the ages of 15 and 19. They are in
desperate need of devel opnental opportunities
and they are well past the age of pre-k. In
| arge measure, |'mafraid they're being witten
of f or swept under the rug by advocates of a
public policy that focuses on pre-k while
failing to address the devel opmental chall enges
of m ddl e and high school kids and their
famlies. To ignore the newest mpst cutting
edge di scoveries that recognize the human
capacity to develop and create at all ages in
favor of high profile easy to digest
politically symbolic initiatives that rest on
i nconpl ete out of date and frankly narrow
m nded and anti-human forms of social science

woul d represent a significant failure on the
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part of this body. This is not a tinme for

| owest common denom nat or science given the
crisis of poverty and incone inequality. It’s
time to turn to the nmost advanced and

sophi sticated discoveries. This is not an
argunment against pre-k. It is an argument for
a rigorous exploration by the City Council and
t he Mayor of the breakthroughs in devel opnent
at all ages that we see at the All Stars every
single day. Finally, where--

[ appl ause]

DOCTOR FULANI: Thank you. Where you
choose--where one chooses to engage a problem
and in this case, we're tal king about the
educational failure of incredible magnitude in
t he poor comunities. You nust also take into
consi deration the inpact that that engagenment
coul d have not just on the kids, but on the
entire community. Teenagers, the very ones
hangi ng out on corners and junmping turn styles
are actually the role nodels for the little
kids in our communities. They |l ook up to them
and they watch what they do. If those teenagers

can be devel opmentally engaged, this can be
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i mpactful on the small kids who | ook up to them
as well as on the parents and the adults in the
community. | can’t tell you how many parents
have j oi ned our adult programs because they saw
their teenage kids transformed by the
experience of perform ng or being exposed to
the world beyond the boundaries of East New
York or Far Rock Away. | would [ ove to work
with all of you on this and to nove the
di scussion of youth devel opnent out of the
narrow box that it takes place in while we
continue to |l ose nore and nore people in our
community to poverty and underdevel opment and |
want to end by dedicating this statement to
Kalil [phonetic], a 14-year-old black kid who
failed eighth grade |ast year, actually eighth
grade failed him after we tal ked openly about
his hum liation around being related to as
dumb, he said, “Doctor Fulani, how do you build
confidence?” | said to himthat he needed to
have outsi de of school experiences that made
hi m confi dent, then he could go back into
school and put that confidence to work in ways

that lead to his devel opnent as a | earner no
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matter how | ousy the school is. He said to ne,
“l want to do that.” MIllions of teenagers
feel the sanme way and we cannot afford to
abandon them  Thank you.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Doctor Ful ani
| want to thank you very much for your
testimony and I also want to thank you for your
| eadership by bringing your students here
today. | think it’s very powerful to be able to
bring our young people along in this process so
that the passing of the baton becones nore
seanl ess as the generations go on. | have one
brief question before Council Member Barron.
just wanted to know, |’ve been to--I1’ve had the
fortune of com ng to your space and being a
part of the performances and seeing the
excel l ent and phenomenal work that you are
doing with young people, and forgive ny
i gnorance on this. |Is your work also tied to
t hat preschool age as well, or has your work
focused nostly on teenagers and m ddl e schoo
students in terms of the educational prograns

t hat you do?
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DOCTOR FULANI: Are youth prograns
are primarily teenagers but they're like 13
goi ng up, and our talent show network, however,
kids start performng in it on stage in front
of audi ences of 500 people at five and six, and
what they do is develop a sense of thenselves
as perfornmers, as people who can step outside
of what is their normal experience and do new
and different kinds of things and a | ot of
t hose kids continue to work with us and ot her
programs, but we' re also famly focused. So
have students that are 85 years old. | have
parents who |’ve said to what is your | ost
dream and they just open up because they got
pregnant early, they were stopped and they cone
out and they start doing all of these new kinds
of things and it has an inpact on the entire
famly, but I really do want to underscore the
i npact of teenagers, because they really are
the trendsetters in our community and we shoul d
constantly think of ways of engaging them or
we’'re in deep trouble.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: and |l et ne

just ask you one question, as a CBO, as a not
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for profit org--no, you' re not a not for profit
organi zation are you?

DOCTOR FULANI: Yeah, we are--

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nterposing]
You are.

DOCTOR FULANI: a not for profit, we
just don’'t take nmoney fromthe government. We
take nmoney fromrich white people.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: That’s right.

DOCTOR FULANI: | remember there was
a catch when | was asking the question.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: My question
with that is, are you famliar with the
capacity that you're in with what’'s happening
with m ddle schools in terns of how it relates
to universal pre-k? Are you as a CBO, do you
under st and your pathway right now here and
t oday how you are going to be a part of what’s
going to be happening with this m ddl e schoo
roll out and community based organizations, or
are you still trying to figure out where you're
going to fit in into this bigger picture?

DOCTOR FULANI: 1'’m already a part of

t he bi gger picture.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 199

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Fantastic.

DOCTOR FULANI: And our work at--the
kids who are in m ddle school, in my opinion,
and | just want to say sonmething as a
devel opment al psychol ogi st, they grow up in
communities that are way off the beaten path.
They don’t have the access to the main stream
There was an article by--in the New York Tinmes
a nunber of months ago that says, “Kids who
come from weal thy backgrounds have 1,500 nore
out si de of school experience than kids in our
comunities.” That’'s not because their parents
don’t love them it’s because their parents
ain’t got no noney and they’ re not connected in
the same way to the mainstream So | think that
by m ddl e school you' re no |longer blind to the
fact that your life is falling apart, that
you're living in a shelter, that things aren’t

wor ki ng. The kids are in tremendous, tremendous

pain.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Ri ght.

DOCTOR FULANI: And people say to
them “if you stay in school you re going to go

to college and you're going to be great.”
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Number one, nmost of the schools are
dysfunctional, but aside fromthat how--these
kids can’'t do it. They' re barely eating. So if
we don’t connect to the enmotional inmpact of
bei ng poor in this country and in this state
and in our communities, the kids are not going
to grow.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Ri ght. Thank
you very nuch. Council Member Barron?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Yes, |’'m
| ate for an appointment, but | certainly had to
stay for your presentation. Doctor Fulani’s
work stands on its own. Her record over the
decades is without question and a nmodel
certainly for what it is when sonmeone who has
t he energy, the passion, the intelligence and
the comm tment to go out and make things
happen; dedicates her life to that. So |I wanted
to just be here to put onto the record that we
appreci ate what you do. We want to encourage
you to continue that, and | agree with you in
that it’s not--1 saw one of the testinonies

said by age five 85 percent is set. |--
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DOCTOR FULANI: [interposing] It’s
ridicul ous.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: |’ m gl ad that
we’'re going forward with universal pre-k, but
we can’'t conme with the opinion that if our
children don’t do it by age whatever then they
can’t nmove one and do it. There is no age.
There is no term nus unless you' re, you know,
going in the ground. There’'s no limt to what
we can do. So | applaud you and | appreciate
t he work that you’'re doing and encourage you- -
and if your young student wanted to say
sonmething, 1'd be glad to hear it before |I have
to | eave.

STARSHI MA TRENT: The All Stars has
changed my life in many ways because growi ng up
| was | abeled as slow and in high school it
took a real big toll on me because | took in
many, many tests and failed m serably. And
there was this one day in school my teacher
told me, “Put your hand or you're not going to
graduate.” So | felt very devastated about it,
and after they gave me many, nmany tests to take

| kept on failing so I told himthat they don’t
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understand my standards differently. So |I took
t he Regul ar Regents [phonetic] and | was very
surprised that | passed with flying col ors.
While | graduated |I found out also that at
graduation | also got a Public Applicant

[ phonetic] Award by Bill de Blasio and I did
not know at first that he was the Mayor. Yes,
so All Stars changed ny life in many, many
different ways. |I'm actually at a devel opnent
school for U Production team and | too am | ate
for an appointnent. |I'’mat the orientation at
One Chase Plaza and | have ny internship at Met
Life and it opened ny eyes in many different
ways, and what | feel is that is when | go to
school, if | can menorize plays while I'’min

All Stars, because |1’ve done many different

programs. |’ m a spokesperson. |I’ma host. You
name it, | do it. So they take people out their
confort zone and make ne feel like I’m not so

shy. So growing up | was very shy person, but
with them | can feel like I'"'mon top of the
wor |l d. They never hold you back. They just
push you more to become a bigger, better person

and with the schools in the system people are
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just invested in things that don’t work. So
with the school, | feel like they need to be
nore brunt [phonetic] with the students. |If you
push them away and make them feel like they're
not going to, you know, grow or if |ike they
can’t, you know, graduate, then what are you
going to do? They nostly pay attention to the
teachers. The teachers need to pay attention
to the students, make them feel |ike they are
speci al, you know, talk to them Because when
you after school, I'"'mthere for |ike a good 25
to 45 m nutes and then they just |eave. | feel
they don’t pay attention and give that much
support and a lot of tines is all we see is
kids are not in school. They have their rate
that they nostly pay attention to about the
gradation. Forget graduation, how about you
focus on what’s going on at that nonent, and
then you'll get themto where they need to be.

DOCTOR FULANI: Now, this is
somebody who was | abel ed as special ed. So
t hank you so very much.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Doctor Ful ani
| want to thank you for rem nding us by
bringi ng--please state your nanme for the
record, ‘cause your testinony was phenonenal .

STARSHI MA TRENT: Thank you.
Starshima Trent, by the way.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:. Thank you very
much.

STARSHI MA. TRENT: And t hank you for
your time and your patience.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you and
t hank you for giving us of your tinme and
sacrificing a little bit of what was inportant
to you today. | hope this was a educationa
experience for you.

STARSHI MA°' TRENT:  Absol utely.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: And thank you
so much, Doctor Fulani by rem nding us why we
are all here today. Thank you.

STARSHI MA' TRENT: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:. We are going
to bring up the next set of testinmony. W are
goi ng to have Zakiyah Ansari. W are going to

have Ocynthia WIlliam. W are going to have




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 205
Lordes Lebron, Barbara Denham and | saac
Carm gnani. Thank you so very nuch.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM And while the
panel is assenbling, | want to say that we have
received for the record, testinony fromthe
Center for Children's Initiatives, from The
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies, from
SCO Fam |y of Services, fromthe Northside
Center for Child Devel opment, and fromthe
Comm ttee for Hispanic Children and Famlies
| ncorporated. It’'s good to see all of you,

Zaki yah, would you like to start us off?

ZAKI YAH ANSARI: Sure. So good
afternoon City Council, what's left.
Congratul ati ons to--absolutely. And
congratulations to I didn’t know was Co-Chair
so | apol ogize Chair Dromm and as well as Chair
Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you

ZAKI YAH ANSARI: Thank you for being
around having this. So ny nanme Zakiyah Ansari.
|’ mthe Advocacy Director for the Alliance for
Qual ity Education and a public school parent.

|’ ve been testifying at City Council hearings
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for the last 12 years and I'mtestifying about
somet hi ng that our new Mayor supports and that
is universal pre-k and after school for mddle
school students. | just have to say what a

di fference a year makes. As many of you may or
not know, | have eight children and began
testifying while nmost of them were still in
school. Actually, some of them were probably in
pre-k at the time. Seven of the eight of ny
children attended pre-k and even though it was
hal f day, it taught thema lot, a great deal.
They | earned sharing, responsibility, the days
of the week, nmonths, counting and even sonme
Spanish. In two and a half hours they |earned a
lot. | just wonder, just say imgi ne what they
could do for a full day. |In pre-k is where

t hey began to bring home those beautiful pieces
of artwork, right? Home portraits of
themsel ves and famlies that we have big
hunongous heads with skinny bodies, eyes, nose
or no mouth or we had eyes and a nmouth but no
nose, but whatever it |ooked like, | always

di splayed it on the refrigerator and showed it

to anyone who visited and they were so proud of
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what they acconplished. Quality full day pre-k
is what every four year old needs and should
have access to. The research tells us over and
over again that children in poor communities
who don’t have access to quality Early
Chi | dhood Education enter school knowi ng tens
of thousands of words |ess than those who have
access and opportunity. The places |ike New
Jersey who have inplenented universal pre-k
wel | have seen a decrease in the achi evenent
gap. We know that children who receive early
education perform 25 percent better on math by
t he second grade, 20 percent better on Engli sh,
30 percent are nore likely to graduate from
hi gh school and 32 percent are less likely to
be arrested as a juvenile. Mayor de Blasio
earlier this nmorning tal ked about him and
Charl ene [phonetic] being fortunate enough to
have both of their children attend a high
gquality pre-k program when they were younger,
and now he wants to ensure that all four-year-
ol ds here have the same. This is really such a
surreal nmonent. | actually agree and support

an education policy by the Mayor of New York
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City. After 12 years of disagreeing with
former adm nistration, it feels really good. If
we all believe in his vision that we nust
stand--then we nmust stand together, all of us,
and tell the Governor, Senator Skel os, and
anyone else who stands in our way to stand
aside and allow us to pay for universal pre-k
and after school by asking those who make
500, 000 or npre to pay just a little nore.
There has been a | ot of debate about whether or
not New York City can provide pre-k without the
smal | tax hei ght Mayor de Bl asio has proposed
on New Yorkers earning nore than 500, 000
dol l ars. Governor Cuono has said that he has a
plan to provide pre-k for all New York four-
year-olds wi thout tax. Well let’s stick to the
facts, Mayor de Blasio's plan would provide
pre-k for 53,000 four-year-olds this September
2014. The cost is 340 mllion. But by
contrast Governor Cuono is providing a five
year statew de plan and this year’s budget he
is proposing 100 mlIlion dollar investment in
pre-k statew de. However, what we must know is

that 25 mllion of this is to renew existing
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conpetitive grants leaving only 75 mllion in
new pre-k funding. It’s that fuzzy math. The
Governor’'s plan is a statew de plan and not all
of the money would go to New York City. In | ast
years’ conpetitive grants, New York City was
capped at 40 percent of new pre-k dollars which
woul d mean New York City could not get nore
than 30 mllion of the total if the same cap is
in place. In prior years, New York City has
recei ved 58 percent of the total pre-k funding
whi ch would nmean 44 mllion in year one. In

ot her words, the Governor’s would serve-- in

t he Governor’s proposal he would serve between
one-ei ghth and one-el eventh as many four-year-
olds in year one as the Mayor’s plan. The
Governor has said he will give New York City a
bl ank check for pre-k, but if we are to serve
the 53,000 four-year-olds Mayor de Blasio is
proposing to serve, then that check will bounce
due to insufficient funds. As | shared in the
begi nning, I'"'ma nother, but I'"malso a
grandnmot her of a 16 nonth old grandson and a
six month old granddaughter, and in two years

Ayel li [phonetic] nmy grandson will be ready for
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pre-k. The question is will pre-k be ready for
hi n? We need a dedi cated source of funding to
be able to bring opportunity for children,
especially black and Latino children who |ive
in poor comunities to have access to full day
uni versal pre-k and after school prograns. What
happens next year when the Governor tells us
that the state can’'t afford to give noney to
t he progranms any nmore. Who suffers? MWy
granddaughter lives in Newark and in two years
will have access to a full day pre-k program as
a three year old, because that is when pre-k
begins for children in Jersey and their program
is exceptional, yet my grandson nmay not have
t he opportunity and that is unfair. Let us
stand united and send a nessage to the Governor
and others to allow us to have home rule on
this decision, to tax the wealthy in New York
City, to increase school aid for the state by
1.9 billion dollars and get back on track to
fundi ng the canpaign for fiscal equity. New
York City is still owed 3.1 billion dollars.
Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you
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OCYNTHI A W LLI AMS:  Ckay.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM OCynt hi a.

OCYNTHI A W LLI AMS: Sure. Before |
start | just wanted to also to thank you guys
for convening this hearing and for inviting us.
And | must say |I’ve been com ng here for years
and years and years too, and | was telling
Zakiyah that it really feels |like |I belong
here.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Wbw.

OCYNTHI A W LLIAMS: It really feels
t hat way today. So, good afternoon. M nane is
Osynthia WIllianms and |’ m an organi zer and
Parent | eader with the United Parents of
Hi ghbri dge, and the Coalition for Educati onal
Justice, and I"’mhere to testify in support of
Resol ution Two. As a nmother of six children
who all attended the City’s public schools
starting with half day pre-k program 1| can
honestly say that it made a difference in their
preparation for kindergarten, but if they were
able to attend a full day of classes |I could
only imagi ne how better prepared they would

have been for kindergarten and throughout the
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rest of their school years. | know that if they
were able to receive high quality after schoo
programm ng they would have struggled less to
conpl ete high school in four years. |’'ve seen
children who ve benefited fromgreat after
school programm ng and they’'re usually the
students who becone successful in college and
their careers, and | think that our students
deserve the same kind of programnm ng. Now, |
have four beautiful grandchildren. One--

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nterposing]
Wow. You all have a fountain of youth that |
have not been privy to, but please proceed.

OCYNTHI A W LLI AMS: Thank you. Four
beauti ful grandchildren, three who will be
entering school over the next couple of years,
one who' s already in a great charter schools.
He’s doing really great. Doing the same things
that | would want their school to do, and they
will get Head Start--they’' |l get a head start
on receiving a well-rounded and quality
education. I'’msorry |I lost place. | think it--
yeah, alright. No, I'’mright. \Where they

woul d be getting a head start on receiving a
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wel | -rounded and quality education. | don’t
want them-oh boy, | don’'t want themto

struggle, to be below or on grade |evel when

t hey reach third grade. Two of my grandchil dren
are black boys, and by the tinme they reach
third grade and take a test, | don’'t want their
grades to determ ne whether or not they wll
graduate from high school, be successful in
coll ege or career, or if they have a jail cell
waiting for them 1| believe that this program
will ensure that they’ ' re on the path to
success. It will close the opportunity gap that
t housands of our children face every day in
this city. It’s the chance, | believe, that

we’ ve all been tal king about for decades and
it’s time to close that gap and ensure that all
eligible children receive universal full day
pre-k and that all eligible mddle school
students have high quality after school
programs so that they are better prepared for
success in life. And while we are inplenmenting
this program l|let’s not forget parents and
opportunities for parents with it. | remenber

when ny kids were in pre-k--oh, my times’ just
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about up. \When ny kids were in pre-k, they had
a great parent programthat we all participated
in. We were in all those things that Zakiyah
was tal king about that their kids came hone
with, you know, draw ngs and stuff. We were
able to help with that, and in addition do
other things that we could help practice with
t hose kids at hone, and it was the foundation
of the person that | have becone as a | eader.

It taught ne the beginnings of being a | eader.
So let’s not forget the parents and let’s just
make this program happen. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you
Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM | saac?

| SAAC CARM GNANI : Thank you and
once again, congratul ations to both Chairs,

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you

| SAAC CARM GNANI: for doing this
work that you're doing. | amlsaac Carm gnani
| am the Co-President of Community Education
Council for District 30, one that Counci
Member Dromm al so represents, one of our nost

crowded districts in the City along with
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District 24 and one or two others. | can speak
personally that early education |led ne to above
| evel - -above grade |evel reading when | was in
the first grade. Now, in my case it was nmy nmom
who was able to stay home, who when | went to
the first grade totally shocked teachers, and I
remenber this one teacher just asking nd how do
you pronounce words so well and so forth, but
it was all because of that early training. Now,
she had the ability to stay hone and do that.
What if she was not? She sacrificed. She
sacrificed a career, sacrificed us having noney
and as the Woman’s I ssues Commttee so clearly
knows, our women so desperately need this pre-
k. So my point is, if she had not been able to
do that, how would that have inpacted me? | am
definitely in support of this plan. W need a
dedi cated funding stream Al bany’s plans are
partial and when you consider the results of

t he canmpaign for fiscal equity case where nost

of those billions are in a rears. Can we trust
a not dedicated funding strean? |’'m very
interested to see how this will work in over-

crowded districts |ike 30 and 24 however. W
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don’t have space. | nmet with a principal at
PS212 yesterday who said her enrollment is down
and she has over 800 kids in a 500 capacity
school building and this is right in the m ddle
of Jackson Heights. So CBO s may be able to
hel p. They may not be able to help enough. W
have to really nmonitor this and |I'’m very
concerned about how this will roll out, but

yes, we need it and I'"'m-it’s long overdue.
Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM | just want to
say thank you to all of you. You are nmy three
probably most favorite advocates in the
Educati on world and community, and--

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nterposing]
| didn’t want to say anything because, you
know.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM | have to--

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nterposing]
| saw sone preferential treatnment here.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM sel f-di scl osure
here. They’ ve been long tine people in the

battle for what we saw today and it’'s a mgj or
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achi evenment and it’s--and big part because of
what you have done and |l aid the ground work
for, and so I just thank you for comng in. |
couldn’t agree nore with all of your testinony
and we’'re just so pleased to have you here, and
we’'re going to continue the battle to makes
sure that this goes right.

OCYNTHI A W LLI AMS: Thank you

ZAKI YAH ANSARI : Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you
Thank you very nuch for your testinmony today.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Okay. Now our
next panel is James Parrott fromthe Fisca
Policy Institute, Mchelle Yanche from Good
Shepherd Services, James Merriman, fromthe New
York City Charter School Center, Eric Pryor
fromthe Center for Arts Education, and Andrew
Ackerman from the Children’s Museum of
Manhat t an, whose graphic is up there on the--on
the tel evision, yes.

[of f m C]

CHAI RPERSON DROMMt | just want to

say that Lordes Lebron has left a testinmony for
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the record, so that will be officially included
in the record.

JAMES PARROTT: Shall | go first?

CHAI RPERSON DROWMM Yes.

JAMES PARROTT: Okay, alright. Thank
you. Good afternoon, Chairpersons Dromm Cumnbo.
Thank you for having this hearing on this
i mportant topic. My written testinmony covers
three areas, one that this is the right policy
for the City, two that dedicated funding stream
is a necessary given, the state budget and the
relationship Al bany has to the City, and three,
| want to tal k about the precise funding
mechani sm that the tax proposal. | think on the
first issue that this is the right policy, you
probably heard a | ot about that today so I'm
not going to go into that. Let me go right to
t he state budget dinension. It’'s certainly
positive that the governnment has enbraced a
comm tment to expand universal pre-k statew de,
and has proposed new state funding for this
pur pose. However, there’'s a real concern that
t he amount of fundi ng proposed by the

governnment falls short, far short of the amount
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needed as evidence by estimtes by Col unmbi a
Prof essor M ke Rubel, the Citizen s Budget
Comm ssion and the State Education
Comm ssi oner, John King, all of whose estimtes
were in the billion plus range conpared to the
Governor’s 500 mllion a year conmm tnent.
Mor eover, the Governor’s proposed 2014/ 15
budget calls for four nore years of austerity
budgets on top of the six that New Yorkers have
seen since the recession began in 2008.
Consi dering the severity of the budget cuts--1
just came from a budget briefing this norning
where we presented our in depth analysis of the
state budget so that we’ve seen severe budget
cuts in alnmost every are of |local aid and state
spending in the four year budget plan. It’'s
difficult to see how the Governor can make good
on a commtment to follow through with funding
to pay for qualitatively adequate statew de UPK
program Despite clainms to contrary, there’'s no
two billion dollar surplus in the out years of
the state budget. There’'s only a determ nation
to push through billions of dollars in

unspeci fied budget cuts in order to create the
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i mpression that there’ s a surplus so that
massi ve unaffordable tax cuts can be proposed
to soak up nearly every | ast dollar of surplus.
The Governor’s recent budgets have already
seriously short changed New York city in terns
of revenue sharing and the education aid needed
to honor the spirit of the |egislatively
enacted 2007 statew de resolution to the CFE
case. In addition, 15 years ago, the state made
a comm tment to fund universal pre-k and has
yet to fulfill that commtment. Turning to the
tax proposal to pay for this. The mayor’s

dedi cated tax proposal would nodestly increase
the top city personal incone tax rate on filer
with inconmes over 500,000 dollars. The top
income tax rate would rise by a little over 0.5
percent making it about 4.4 percent, a rate

| ower than the top rate that prevailed through
nost of the 1990°'s and | ower than the top rate
under Mayor Bl oomberg for the years 2003 to
2005. About 40 to 50, 000 househol ds woul d be
affected those represented basically the 1.1
percent of tax filers with the highest inconmes.

Keep in mnd that with the deductibility of
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state and |l ocal income taxes on the federal
income tax that about 40 percent of the New
York city increase will effectively be paid by
the federal government for those who item ze
deductions. G ven existing state and | ocal tax
differentials in the tri-state region,
econom st Don Boyd [phonetic] found that an
increase in the City’s top incone tax rate of
0.75 percent, that’'s greater than the increase
t he Mayor’s tal king about, would have only a
modest i nmpact on the differential between New
York City and the surroundi ng areas. Our own
research on the |local tax burden born by
househol ds i ndicated that the wealthiest one
percent of househol ds bear a smaller share of
the local tax burden than their share of total
income. For 2010 we estimate that the top one
percent had 36.5 percent of all income received
by city residents but paid 27.6 percent of
| ocal taxes. Even with this proposed increase,

t hat would raise their share of local taxes to
| ess than 30 percent, still much | ess than

their share of incone.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: | want to--the
timer has gone off and I--

JAMES PARROTT: Okay.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: wanted to ask
you- -l mean, your presentation is really a
presentation for an entire hearing in a sense
because this really gets to the, the crux of
what the issue is about, and if | could just
| eave you with a question while you're
concluding too, is with this particular
initiative being funded or proposed to be
funded by the city for the city, if you could
explain to me as a new Council Menmber what is
the basis of the challenge fromthe state on
not allowing the city to tax itself for a
programthat it wants for itself?

JAMES PARROTT: Well, | don’'t know
that there’s a good policy reason for that. |
mean, right now the way the state constitution
is witten and state laws are witten, the city
does not have the authority to raise tax on its
own.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Ri ght .
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JAMES PARROTT: Keep in mnd, New
York City’' s econony is a |arger than econony
t han 45 states.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Ri ght.

JAMES PARROTT: And one of the
state’s that’s larger than New York City is New
York State, of course, and New York City counts
for 55 percent of income. Maybe it’s because in
it’s election year and the state | egislature
doesn’t want to be seen voting for a tax
i ncrease, the Governor after all has presented
a package, you know, a huge package of tax cuts
that are very appetizing and tenmpting for
Al bany to consider this year. So there’s not
really a good policy argument for it. nmaybe
there’s a political argunment against it, but
clearly--

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nterposing]
Is there an econom c reason for it?

JAMES PARROTT: Well, | think--
there’s a political argunment for it, | guess,
that the voters of New York, this was very

clear that the Mayor made this the centerpiece
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of his canmpaign. He won the primary and the
general elections by |arge margins.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Correct.

JAMES PARROTT: Hopefully, Al bany
will see this as if they don’'t support this,
they will effectively be thwarting the will of
New York City voters who al so vote in Novenmber.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Correct. Thank

you.
JAMES PARROTT: Sure.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you very
much.
JAMES PARROTT: Sure.
M CHELLE YANCHE: Good afternoon.
CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Just before we
proceed, |--we’'ve forgotten to swear everybody

in. So | can ask you to do that again. Do you
swear or affirmto tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth? W didn't
get you guys, alright. And to respond honestly
to Council Member’s questions. | just wanted to
show we treat everyone equally.

ANDY ACKERMAN: We do.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Thank you.
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ANDY ACKERMAN: Hi, 1’ m Andy
Ackerman, |'m Director of the Children’s Museum

of Manhattan and a graduate of public schools
ki ndergarten through coll ege here in New York
in the Bronx. | want to address sone issues

t hat have conme up before and show you some
great photographs as a vision, and it's really
a vision about a double return on this
investment. That address is quality, training
and the engagement of famlies and conmmunity,

i ncludi ng teenagers. So we work throughout the
city in Head Start with ACS i nplenmenting a new
health and literacy curriculum These are sone
of the things we’ ve | earned, and here’s what we
believe is possible, that we can turn pre-k
facilities in to adult learning centers to

| earn about child devel opment. We can take
curriculumlike this which we’ve devel oped with
the National Institutes of Health and the CDC
to prevent chil dhood obesity and about literacy
and bring it into Head Start Centers, and I

want to give you an exanple. 1T s a vision of

t he best for every kid. This is Johnson Center

in East Harlem before we begin to work there.
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It’s a Head Start run by Union Settlement. This
is what it | ooks like now.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Wow.

ANDY ACKERMAN: These are all
interactive devices and information in
particul ar parenting resources that are
accessible for training for both educators and
engagi ng parents through parent feedback where
they tell us what they want to | earn about
their kids. This wall is about health and
literacy and unveils to educators and children
and adults, the parents, the best way to teach
literacy and health based upon the best
research, not just done here in New York, but
nationally. This can be done everywhere. \What
it’s done in Johnson in just a very short
period of time is to make the parents active
participants in what their children are eating,
how t hey’re sl eeping, how they’ re exercising
and how they’ re | earning | anguage. The literacy
and health, we have five research reports in
New York city to denonstrated the efficacy of
t he approach and it’s now been | aunched by the

First Lady’'s office and the NIH Nationally.
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It’s the first federally approved curriculumo
it’s nature. This is about literacy. This is
sonmet hi ng we transplanted fromthe nuseum or
replicated. Alphie [phonetic] is a talking
dragon. The Speaker had a chance to see this
| ast Friday. So when you feed this dragon
letters, he will tell you the letter, B,

Banana--t hese are photographs. It connects

227

f

literacy and it connects health all in the sane

| esson. So in addition to that we devel oped a
web- based tool kit that’s com ng online for
educators now. Professional devel opnent and
famly festivals. The success of all of this i
rooted in the arts, and it was a | ot of fun
convincing the medical authorities in
Washi ngton that the arts of the heart of all
| earning, particularly for pre-k, but for
everyone, because affective education in
addition to cognitive education is what change
behavi or and notivated people to | earn. W can
do this in every pre-k center in the City.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:  Wow. Thank

you.

S

S




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 228

M CHELLE YANCHE: Good afternoon.
l’m M chell e Yanche from Good Shepherd
Services. 1'd like to thank the Chairs, Counci
Members Dromm and Cunbo for the opportunity to
testify. Good Shepherd Services is a not for
profit organi zation. We provide 23 after school
programs in the communities of East New York,
Red Hook, Brooklyn, and the Central Bronx. Also
woul d like to thank Ocynthia, the Chancell or
for the shout out to Good Shepherd Services.
VWhile we are--our expertise is in after school,
we’'re an after school provider not an early
chil dhood provider. W' ve also served for the
past two years as a founding menber and
steering commttee menber of the canpaign for
children which has been | eading the fight to
preserve after school and child care and as
such I have also become a child care advocate.
I’d like to concentrate my testimny on one
primary point, and that is why we need a
dedi cated funding stream and |I’'m going way off
script here in saying that the primary reason
we need it is because when there is budget

pressures and there always are, these are the
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programs that are the first things that are
cut, and | can actually speak fromthis from 20
years of experience and our, the City Council’s
wonder ful Sergeants at Arnms can back me up on
this, |I have literally been in sitting in this
seat testifying at every budget hearing for the
past 20 years and spending the entire nonth of
June on the steps of City Hall for the past 20
years fighting to preserve, essentially the
same nmoney for after school progranms throughout
New York City, and while that’s happening |
originally was getting phone calls and now it’s
nore |ike emails from providers all over the
City saying, “Do you really think our noney is
going to get restored? | nean, | know you can’t
say for sure, but |ike wi nk, w nk, nod, nod.

Is it going to get restored?” this is no way
to run a child care and after school system
And so everyone of those providers is
representing the parents who are calling them
saying, “Am 1| really going to have a progranf
Summer canp starts the beginning of July.” This
is why we need to have a dedi cated funding

stream and that’s why Good Shepherd Services
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has lend its name and our efforts in Albany to
UPK NYC effort which is both for child care and
afterschool. | guess I’'lI|l use ny remaining
mnute to make a few extra points. As a nember
of the steering commttee of the Canpaign for
Children, | really enter into testinony the
transition plan of the Canpaign for Children
whi ch has been sent to each one of the City
Council menmbers. We're al so working to set up
meetings with you to talk about them but
there’s also a one pager that | included with
my testimony and a link to the full plan and
so, you know, that plan really lays out a
number of detailed recomendati ons around
quality, investment and expansion. And on those
points | wanted to make a few other additional
mentions. One is supporting quality is
critical. We nmust make sure in this expansion
that the resources are dedicated to ensure that
we’'re providing quality programs. Secondly, is
that the needs for programs dwarfs supply and
whil e we can do some initial expansion by
adding slots to our existing after school

programs, the majority of what is needed is
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addi ng progranms and new schools. Just this week
our Bronx division director said she was
contacted in the last nonth by five principals
beggi ng Good Shepherd Services to cone and
offer a programin their schools. W would | ove
to do that, but we're limted by avail able
resources. This is an opportunity to neet those
needs. And finally, the cost for participant
of the new program needs to really cover the
full cost of the program For our m ddl e school
programs fro exanple, we have to add about one-
third of the funding in order to provide
quality. That means going to private
f oundati ons and working very hard to raise
those dollars. | can tell you for sure that the
private investment in the current system cannot
be scaled up. So in order to provide this level
of expansion, the city really has to invest the
full amount of the noney that’s needed. Thank
you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:. Thank you
M. Pryor?
ERI C PRYOR: Okay. Good afternoon

Chairs Dromm and Cumbo and thank you for the
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opportunity to testify here today on pre-k and
afterschool programs. My nane is Eric Pryor,

|’ mthe Executive Director of the Center for
Arts Education. OQur m ssion is to bring dance,

t heater, nusic and visual arts to all New York
City school children. We do this through
putting prograns in the schools. W also do it
t hrough training school |eaders and teachers as
well as we have awareness prograns in which we
advocate for the art as a learning tool. W
beli eve that high quality universal pre-k and
after school is critical in the early | earning
of children as well as their mddle schoo

| earning. One thing that we think both have in
common is there are two critical points in an
individual’s life. For the little kids, when
they first becone aware of who they are, and
for m ddle school students it’s when they
become aware of who they want to be as an adult
and this is a critical noment for both. W
think that this is an opportunity to seize that
nmonment and support what we're trying to do with
them and we thing the arts have to be a

critical component of that. I"mtotally going
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off nmy testinmony. You have it there, but | was

i nspired by what | heard from sone of the other

speakers earlier. Doctor Fulani talked about

confi dence. Confidence is critical.

My ol dest

daughter is in mddle school right now and

smart girl, been in all kinds of progranms but

even with all that being said, her confidence

| evel, we still constantly have to deal wth

her confidence. So we put her in dance and

ot her programs. We can pay for those prograns,

but there are a | ot of people who don’t have

the nmoney to pay for prograns and if

t hey don’t

have that money to pay for those prograns,

where will they get thenm? And that’s one of

the things that concerns us greatly at the

Center for Arts Education. The other
woul d say is that while we really ar
really do believe in after school pr
They' re very inportant. Kids need a

to go, and we think the arts should

thing I
e--we
ogramm ng.
safe place

be a core

part of after school progranms, and nost tinmes

they are, but in mddle school, we also need

the arts to be part of the school day. | know

this is not part of the discussion,

but we
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beli eve that, you know, we want school to be a

pl ace where that’s engagi ng and students want

to go to. If you enjoy going to school, if you
want to be there, then | think we’'ll get better
results. We'll have students who want to be

part of the school day and want to be there and
will be nobre active |earners. Once again, |
want to thank all of you for having the
opportunity to speak before you. | think that
this is about young people finding their
identity, their voice, |earning about different
cultures. It’s an opportunity to |learn
different art fornms and also just to be

productive citizens and part of our society.

Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you

JAMES MERRI MAN:  Hi, good afternoon,
Chair Cunbo,

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Good
afternoon.

JAMES MERRI MAN:  Chair Dromm | know
it’s been a long day. My nanme is Janmes
Merriman, |1’ m Head of the New York City Charter

school Center. We provide support and advocacy
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for charters in New York City and I want to
t hank you for the opportunity for testifying. I
will say as an intro as a citizen of New
Jersey, we’ve made history today ‘cause | think
this is probably the first time that someone in

New York has said something nice about New

Jersey.

[l aught er]

JAMES MERRI MAN: So it’s
heartwar m ng. Look, you ve heard a lot. | will

not repeat. We are in conplete alignment with

t he Chancell or and the soon to be Deputy Mayor,
Ri chard Buery about the inportance of this
program Charter |eaders are eager to be a part
of it, and we’'ve heard a | ot about how
inmportant it is for it to be high quality,
right? And given the political and econom c
investment that this is going to represent, we
need this to be successful as a city. W cannot
have peopl e become disillusioned. The other
thing you've heard over and over and this is
just true, is right now the supply of good
seats for pre-k is going to be out stripped the

demand for them particularly for those
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students who need it nost. This is a big, big,
big ramp up, and we appl aud the Mayor for being
ambi tious. He should, but it’s going to take
everyone rowing in the sane direction. So
Charter schools serve about six percent of the
popul ation. In about four years they' ||l serve
10 percent of the popul ation of the public
school population. I’m not going to tell you
it’s a silver bullet and that we can al one
write this and make it work for New York.
That’s just patently untrue. On the other hand,
right, it’s a mountain clinmb, and this is one
step that right now New York City can’t take by
including charter schools in that. What 1’11
tell you is that we have 44 elementary charter
schools in private space and nore that are al so
in co-locate space and we’ve just began to poll
the school |eaders, but there is enornmous
interest in doing this and making this program
successfully from our elenentary school

| eaders. The other thing I'd say is and

obvi ously we think the CBO s are inportant
partners in this, but charter schools |ike the

public schools we think are ideal settings
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because they can provide seam essness and
that’ s another word we heard a | ot today,
between pre-k and K, right? The same teachers
will be able to talk to the kindergarten
teachers and so forth. So in order for charters
to be a part of this, it will require a change
in state | aw and what we would like to see in

t hat change is not only the right to do it, but
al so that the same random sel ection process for
students that now governs kindergarten govern

t he process of selecting students for adm ssion
in charter schools, and so we | ove what the
Mayor is doing. We were heartened to hear today
Chancell or Farina’s word about work in progress
and Richard Buery’'s simlar words. | think we
can all get there on this and hopefully we’l]l
get there together. Thank you again.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you. |
just wanted to say that to your final point
that it is inportant that we prioritize our
children first and to make sure that al
children benefit fromuniversal pre-k as well
as m ddl e school opportunities. But | want to

say as a former founder and Executive Director
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of a not for profit organization, | understand
full well the sacrifice that you have made to
give of your entire day today to be here, the
preparation that goes into your testinony. |
understand full well the budget dance as | have
partici pated over the | ast decade and t hat
unhar noni ous, unrhythm c dance and | feel very
confident in this new adm nistration that we're
going to work towards ending that because |
under st and thoroughly what it’s |like not to
know i f you' re going to have an organization
year after year nmuch | ess having to make budget
cuts here and there. You have to live with the
reality that your whol e organization could be
wi ped out every single year, and | understand
that full well, and that is why |I’m here
because | certainly want to be that advocate
for the not for profit organization and I
simlar to my co-chair here, have also invited
some folks here because | certainly want arts
and culture to be an integral part of what this
di scussi on about universal pre-k is about,
because if we don’'t enbrace arts and cul ture

and if we don’t make it pivotal and at the
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foundati on of what we’'re attenpting to do here,
it won't be successful. And so it’s inportant
and that’s why | wanted you to be here to
testify about the inmportance of art and culture
bei ng a pivotal point to this and all that
you' ve said here is up here and it’s also in ny
heart as well, and so even after today’s
testimony |’ m going to continue to chanpion
what you’ ve di scussed and brought forward
today. So thank you. Do you have any
guestions?

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Qui ck, qui ck.
One--M . Parrott, we have your testinony?

JAMES PARROTT: You should have it.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM Okay. | just
wanted to make sure about that, ‘cause as
Counci |l Menmber said, we need to sit with it and
digest it and | think there’s an awful | ot of
good stuff that | know sone other issues that
we’ ve worked on together that’ll be in that
report, and I'msorry we're limted about the
time today, and just--

JAMES PARROTT: [interposing] Yeah,

and it's after five o’ cl ock.
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CHAl RPERSON DROMM Yes. And just to
finally ask Janmes Merriman, have the DOE
reached out to you on any of this at all yet?

JAMES MERRI MAN: We're meeting with
t he Chancell or on general charter issues. As
you know, there are a |ot of issues and |
imgine this will be part of the discussion

CHAI RPERSON DROMM So, do you have a
number at this point of how many seats you
m ght be able to accommodat e?

JAMES MERRI MAN: We're trying to
gat her that information. | don’t have a good
nunmber right now.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM |’ d appreciate if
when you do get that you' d |let us know what
t hat number is.

JAMES MERRI MAN: Absol utely.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you
Thank you again. [off m c]

CHAI RPERSON DROMMt Next panel is
Warner ? Citizens Commttee for Children, Randi
Levi ne, Advocates for Children of New York,

Patti Banghart, Children’ s Defense Fund of New
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York, and Loren MIller, United Way of New York
City. I'"'msorry. And Max Ahnmed, please, from
t he New York Inmm gration Coalition.

MORA FLAVI N: Good eveni ng.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM Just one m nute.
| have to swear you in. Wuld you please raise
your right hand, and do you swear or affirmto
tell the truth the whole truth and not hing but
the truth in your testinmny before this
comm ttee and to respond honestly to questions
from Council Menbers?

MORA FLAVI N:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM Thank you very
much. And woul d you identify yourself when you
begi n.

MORA FLAVIN: Good evening. M nanme
is Mora Flavin and |’ m the Policy Associate for
Early Chil dhood Education, education and youth
services at Citizens Commttee for Children of
New York. CCC is a 70 year old independent
child advocacy organi zation dedicated to
ensuring that every New York City child is
heal t hy, housed, educated, and safe. Thank you

to the Chairs for holding today’s hearing. CCC
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is extremely grateful to the Speaker and the 46
addi ti onal Council Menbers who sponsored
today’s resolution. This incredible show of
support for the value of Early Chil dhood
Educati on and after school prograns is

hi storic. CCC is a member of the Canpaign for
Children and together we have |l aid out a vision
for New York City. We believe that every New
York City child should have access to high
quality affordable Early Chil dhood Educati on
and after school program The City’'s plan to
provide full day universal pre-kindergarten to
every four year old and after schools to every
m ddl e school student is an extrenely | arge
step towards achieving this vision. W | ook
forward to working with the next Adm nistration
and the City Council to make this plan a
reality. A key conponent to making the City’s
plan come to fruition is ensuring that the City
has a dedi cated sustai nable funding source for
t he expansion. Mayor de Blasio’'s proposal to

i mpl enent a nodest, tenporary personal incone
tax on the weal thiest New York City residents

ensures that the City has the dedicated and
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stable funding it needs. Research overwhel m ng
shows the benefits of quality Early Chil dhood
education and afterschool programs to children
famlies, communities and the econony as a
whole. It is critical that Albany all ow New
York City to inmplenment this plane i mmediately.
Four year olds will only get to be four years
old once, and we need to make sure that they
are prepared for kindergarten and ultimately
for life success. Simlarly, we know the
Adm nistration is in the mdst of finalizing
its plan for m ddle school and after schoo
progranms. These prograns will also be high
quality and ai med at ensuring m ddle schoo
students achieve academ cally, socially, and
devel oprmentally. U timtely, these prograns
will help keep m ddl e school students on track
and on the path to high school graduation. CCC
is commtted to working with Adm nistration
the City Council, and with other advocates and
providers to ensure that this plan is inmproved
in the budgeted session and that the City can
begi n our expansion this fall. W also | ook

forward to working with the city council on
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this and other initiatives that will continue
strengt heni ng and expanding Early Chil dhood
education and after school for all children of
New York City. Thank you.

RANDI LEVI NE: Thank you for the
opportunity to speak with you. My nanme i s Randi
Levine and |’ m an attorney and project director
of the early childhood education project at
Advocates for Children of New York. For nore
than 40 years, Advocates for Children has
worked to pronpte access to the best education
New York can provide for all students
especially students from |l ow i ncome backgrounds
and students of color. You ve already heard
the research about the benefits of pre-
ki ndergarten from some of the national experts,
and just to respond to an earlier speaker, that
doesn’t mean that we give up on children if
they’ ve m ssed pre-kindergarten. After all, the
research on afterschool prograns is also quite
strong. It means that we need to fund both
progranms and give themto as many children as
possible. | saw the inmpact of pre-kindergarten

firsthand when | worked at Head Start centers




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON 245
for several years starting in 1999. Some
children enter preschool not speaking a word,
not knowi ng the concept of colors, or how to
use a book. | saw the difference that a high
quality full day pre-kindergarten program made
in preparing these children for Kkindergarten,
both academ cally and socially. | was surprised
to learn at that tinme that for every child in
Head Start there was an eligible child shut out
of the program due to |ack of funding. Fifteen
years ago, these children were waiting for
elected officials to fund universal pre-
ki ndergarten. Fifteen years later, we're stil
wai ting. We were pleased to hear Governor Cuono
announce his support for making full day pre-
ki ndergarten progranms universal in New York
State. However, the New York State Executive
Budget Proposal doesn’t not provide sufficient
funding to realize this vision. That’'s why we
need New York City's plan to create a new
funding streamto pay for a rapid expansi on of
uni versal pre-kindergarten and after school
and that’ s why Advocates for Children’s

supports Resol ution Nunber Two. And we nust
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get this done now. After all, children have
only one chance to go to preschool. In

i mpl enmenting this plan we ook forward to
working with the City Council and
Adm ni stration to make sure that universal pre-
ki ndergarten serves all preschoolers, including
preschool ers with devel opnental del ays or
disabilities, English |language |earners, and
preschoolers living in tenporary housing or
foster care so that the children who need this
program nmost can benefit fromit. W thank you
and the City Council for your support of this
Resol ution and ask our state | eaders to act
quickly to allow New York City to make pre-
ki ndergarten truly universal and to expand
after school programfor all mddle schoo
students in New York City. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify.

PATTI BANGHART: Good afternoon.
Thank you for this opportunity--

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Just turn the mc
on.

PATTI BANGHART: Good afternoon.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. My
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name is Patti Banghart and | am a Senior Early
Chi | dhood Policy Associate at the Children’s
Def ense Fund of New York. The Children’s
Def ense Fund is a national nonprofit child
advocacy organi zation that has worked
relentlessly for 40 years to ensure a | evel
playing field for all children. CDF New York is
al so a menmber of the New York City’'s Canpaign
for children, and we are al so supporting member
of the Mayor’s UPK NYC Coalition. CDF New York
fully supports this resolution and the Mayor’s
plan to provide free high quality and universa
pre-kindergarten to all of New York City’'s four
year old and after school programs to al
m ddl e school children funded through the snall
tax of New Yorkers with an annual income of
over 500, 000 dollars. We believe that creating
this dedicated funding streamis the only fair
smart, and sustai nable plan to guarantee the
530 mllion dollars needed annually to
uni versally serve over 73,000 four year olds
and nearly 120,000 m ddl e school students.

We’ ve been waiting on Al bany for universal pre-

k since 1997. W want New York City to do it
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now. The nearly 54,000 four year olds who
currently receive inadequate part tinme pre-k or
no pre-k at all and the one in four children

| eft alone after school can’t wait any | onger
for us to make thema priority. W’ ve heard a
| ot today about the benefits of pre-k. 1’1

just say that we absolutely stand by the
research and what others have said about the
devel opnmental benefits of it. | would also add
we’ ve heard a | ot about what quality entails in
pre-k. Again, we stand behind the research that
has been quoted. And we al so believe that the
Mayor’s plan incorporates all of the
characteristics of quality, particularly, we
really think that the ready to | aunch plan
calls for serving the one in five children who
enter kindergarten as English Language | earners
by providing intensive training from DOE
instructional coaches on how to support these
students is really inportant. And CDF al so
believes that the after school prograns are
critical to the success of children. W' ve
heard a little bit | ess about the research on

that, so I’ll just add that regul ar attendance
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and high quality after school progranms is
associated with a range of positive
devel opmental outcones including inproved
academ c performance, task persistence,

i nproved work habits and study skills, inproved
soci al skills and fewer aggressive behaviors.
The quality of after school prograns also
really counts just as in pre-k. There's a
weal th of information on what constitutes
gquality and the research on after schoo
programnms, and we know that the quality of after
school progranms | a key determ nate of getting
youth in the door and engaged in order to
really reap the maxi mum benefits of
participation. In closing I’'ll just say that
again we approve of the resolution and we're
happy to help the Council in inmplementing this.
MAX AHMED: Good afternoon. Thank
you to all nenbers of the Council. It’s been a
|l ong day, | know, and I’'d like to congratul ate
you both on your Chairmanship. My name is Max
Ahmed. | am the Education Program Associ ate at
the New York Imm gration Coalition. We are an

unbrell a advocacy and policy organization of
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nearly 200 community based organi zati ons, | abor
uni ons, civic groups, and we hope to work
t ogether with our Coalition nmenmbers to fight
for imm grants and English | anguage | earners
within the system and broadly we cover a range
of issues fromcivics to health to inmm gration
reform | know it's been a |long day so | wil
get right to it. W strongly support Mayor de
Bl asio’s plan and we strongly support the
resolution number two. We are really happy that
the plan includes a full day pre-k program and
the provision for after school and support for
m ddl e school children and we were al so pl eased
to see that English | anguage | earners were
prom nently included in the Ready to Launch
Program  High quality full day pre-k program
is especially important for English | anguage
| earners. These children are all dual | anguage
| earners in essence as they grew up | earning
their own | anguage at home and they’'re | earning
English in school. So we--as the City | ooks
forward to expanding this program ti would be
crucial to ook at certain key areas to ensure

that the quality of instruction for dual
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| anguage |l earners in all aspects of the systens
devel opment are inplenented. So four main
points fromnmy testinmony here. The first is
that the City has this opportunity to at the
very begi nning of our children’ s educati onal
career to make an inpact. English | anguage
| earners are especially inportant as their
early devel opment happens in the years before
age five. So young dual | anguage | earners
shoul d have the access to prograns that val ue
t heir home | anguage and support its devel opment
in addition to English. And then the second,
the City acknow edges that you can’t have a
quality system wi t hout good teachers. So we
shoul d ensure that professional devel opnment
efforts are rooted in practices that are
effective and relevant to dual | anguage
| earners, and also the city should work to
recruit a diverse work force fromthe
communities that the children are in. And

along these lines it’s inportant to ensure that
teachers have the right qualifications. The
City should not overlook the critical

i mportance of teacher assistance and those in
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simlar supportive roles. Third, just quickly,
there’s a system wi de approach that’s needed
and so famlies just translation and
interpretations already difficult within the k-
12 system We need to ensure that our parents
are being informed about the right choices and
we should be doing it in their native
| anguages. And finally, a nmore fine grain data
system regardi ng the denpgraphics of famly’'s
needs to be inplemented and we need to make
sure that matching prograns that match
community needs to prograns are inmplenmented.
We're really pleased with the City’'s plan, and
in closing we whole heartedly support this
program and we’'d love to work with the City
Council to ensure that these prograns can top
t he enornmous potential that our city’'s
i mm grant student have. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: | want to

t hank you all for staying and remaining. | know
it’s been a long day for you. | hope al so
educational, but | can’t stress enough the

i mportance of your testinony. It’s so powerf ul

for us as co-chairs of this to be able to say
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t hat we received so nuch of an outcry, so much
support, so many people cane out to testify
today and for this to be documented as part of
a public record and also to be televised,
certain portions of it, this really gives us an
opportunity to state our case even stronger. To
know t hat there was so nuch support for it.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM Thank you. | have
to say Max, thanks for com ng and for making it
clear that pre-k, UPK is an inm grant rights
i ssue as well. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: That’s right.
Thank you. We are going to have our final panel
for today. You know what they say about saving
the best for last right? That’s a consol ation.
We're going to have Ann Jannet Peretas
[ phonetic]. We are also going to have Joanne
Eichel, is that correct? And we're also going
to have Kevin Collins fromthe Doctors Council.
Here, okay. They supplied their testinony and
| actually had an opportunity to read it and it

was phenonmenal .
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CHAlI RPERSON DROMM And for the
record, we do have testinmony from United Way as
well. Do you swear or affirmto tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth in your testinony before this committee
and to respond honestly to the Council Menber
questions?

JOANNE EI CHEL.: | do.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM And state your
nanme please for the record?

JOANNE EI CHEL: Joanne Ei chel

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Thank you.

JOANNE EI CHEL: So good evening, and
| appreciate your resilience. |I’m Joanne
Eichel. I"m Director of the Office of Schoo
Heal th Progranms at the New York Acadeny of
Medicine and I'’m a former pre-k teacher. | want
to thank you Chair Dromm and Chari Cumbo for
t he opportunity to be here and to voice our
support and to discuss the inpact that we feel
that high quality pre-k prograns can have on
the health of participants in the short and the
long term and the program features that support

t hese outconmes. Going off script, I think we
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tend to think of education and health as
separate, but when |I | ook at what’'s going on,
It’s conpletely integrated. Health inpacts
| earning and | earning inpacts health. So the
New Yor k Acadeny of Medicine has taken a very
special interest in school health education
begi nning back in in 1979 with our
col | aboration with DOE to provide curricula,
educational materials and professional
devel opment for k-5 classroomteachers to
institutionalize growi ng healthy in New York
City, which was the first conprehensive health
ed programrun by the school system started at
t he Acadeny. So as we’ve continued to expand
our k-12 we recognize the growi ng and the
conmpel ling research based case for working to
i mpact the health of children at an even
younger age and the profound role that pre-k
programs can have in these efforts. So we know
that children who are healthy are nore |ikely
to be ready for school and ready to | earn.
They’'re less likely to be absent and nore
likely to pay attention and learn while in

school. So the positive association between
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better health and schooling is very well
established and | know you know that. Early
chil dhood prograns can i nprove both the health
and the academ c achi evenent of children which
translate into |ong-terminprovements in health
for adults and that’'s kind of the piece that I
wanted to just highlight today. So the evidence
available identifies the features of high
quality Early Chil dhood prograns that have the
potential to produce health benefits. They
include the integration of education about

heal th, nutrition, and physical activity, the
use of evidence based curricula with an
emphasis on children’s social and enotion

devel opment and self-regulation, well trained
hi ghly qualified teachers and the provision of
screenings and referrals for health, dental,
ment al heal th, devel opmental issues, vision and
hearing, or the facilitation of access to these
t hrough other prograns. Facilities need to be
safe and health pronoting environments that

i mprove healthy nmeals and heal thy snacks and
opportunities for exercise. And as many of the

ot her speakers tal ked about parent engagenment,
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fully engaged famlies is critical. So
systematic reviews of the studies, exam ning
the i nmpacts of preschool progranms on children’s
heal th found evidence of increased health anong
preschool participants, decreases in obesity,
greater mental health and social/enotional
conpetence. Children in preschool are nore |ike
to be physically active and nore likely to
consunme a nutritious diet in preschool
Preschool progranms appear to have protective
effects against allergies and respiratory
probl ems including asthma. We al so know t hat
heal t h during adul thood and old age is
i nfluenced by experiences in early chil dhood
and there was a study that cane out just a few
weeks ago that was it the New Engl and Journal
of Medicine that--and it’s just an exanple that
supports the idea that not only is obesity
established very early in life, but that it
basically tracks through adol escents and
adul t hood. So the prem se here is that obesity
prevention needs to start even earlier, in
preschool is an opportunity. So we know t hat

the multiple pathways both direct and indirect
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t hrough which early chil dhood prograns can
contribute to better health manifest in the
short and the long term For exanple, children
attendi ng high quality pre-k progranms make
cognitive and social/enotional gains that are
associated with inmproved adult health.
Preschool participants also nore likely to go
to a doctor, receive appropriate screenings and
i mmuni zations and receive dental care |aying
the early foundation for early later adult
health. Additionally, preschoolers and their
parents often | earn about health and nutrition
which can result in |ifestyle changes that
prevent obesity and malnutrition. Finally,
children who participate in high quality
preschool progranms may experience |ess abuse,
neglect, and injury in the home. So there are
two paradigmin operation, adult health is
dependent on chil dhood and heal thier children
become healthier adults. The benefits of high
quality pre-k interventions extend beyond the
first few years of life and into adulthood.
You have the rest of the details. In the

interest of time, let me just say that we're,
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t he New York Acadeny of Medicine is pleased

that the City Council has convened this
hearing. We appreciate your efforts and we
support your efforts and we | ook forward to

working with you on this inportant issue.

259

And |

just need to say |I’'’m amazed by how focused you
all stayed in spite of the late hour. So |
t hank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:;
i ncredi bl e | earning experience for
while it

want to say that

day and it’'s a given, | hadn’t

issue froma health perspective,

me,

and
seens |ike your

| ooked at

t

It's been an

every

hi s

and so it’'s

very inmportant that you provided that |evel of
testi mony because when we think about it, we

t hi nk about your cognitive skills, we think
about devel opment. We think about arts. We

t hi nk about all the different sorts of things,
but the devel opment of your health, and | just
wanted to conclude by asking a question. | know

you nmentioned it in your remarks, but

woul d be the key core services,

t hat every pre-k student

what

i f you will,

currently is receiving
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or would be able to receive through this type
of educational initiative?

JOANNE EI CHEL: Meani ng?

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Woul d they be-
-and | don’t have children and | haven’t
studied it in the same way. So a child that’s
going to be in the universal pre-k, and it’s
going to be--

JOANNE EI CHEL: [interposing] | think
just to have a lens, a health lens in
everyt hi ng- -

CHAI RPERSON DROMM [interposing] Is

your mc on?

JOANNE EI CHEL: |I'm sorry. | thought
it was on. | think to have a health lens in
everything that you're doing. | was struck by

the gentleman fromthe Harlem Children’s Museum
and he tal ked about teaching literacy and
health through the arts, and so that’s the kind
of thing that | mean | think that’s an ideal
program Because you can’'t--you don’t think of

t hese things separately. They have to be

i ntegrated and you don’t have tinme to do them

separately.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Li ke,

261

woul d

you get an opportunity to have an eye exam or

dent al exant?

JOANNE EI CHEL: | think screenings.

| think that’s something that you m ght want to

t hi nk about, just screenings.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: That's
i nteresting.

JOANNE EI CHEL.: At that earl

because they’ re not, you know, they’'re

y an age

of ten

not even done in first and second grade now,

but to do pre-k vision, hearing, dental

screeni ngs, and then--

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: [i nter

posi ng]

woul d be critical to get them on that right

path so that way when they' re--1 find with so

many young people that when they get to a

certain level they think that they have

| earning disabilities, well maybe it’s

t hat

t hey have a vision or hearing inpairnment that

was never checked early on.

JOANNE EI CHEL: Never identi

fied.

Absolutely. So if |I had to pick the one

conmponent that | think I haven't heard

t oday, |
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woul d say it would be the screenings, because
everybody’ s tal ki ng about parent engagenent and
evi dence based curricul a.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Ri ght.

JOANNE EI CHEL.: But that health, you
know, that would be al most a key piece as well
as nutrition and a healthy environment.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you so
very much for your perspective. It was a huge
eye opener and |I’m glad you were able to close
us out with that vital piece of information to
this conprehensive di scussi on.

JOANNE EI CHEL: Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Just before you
go, | remember the day | started teaching in
public school in 1984 and we had a denti st
office in the school. W had a doctor’s office
in the school, and we had regul ar screenings
going on in the school. So you're bringing
something to mnd that is vitally inportant and
that we should really go back to and | think

t hat the Mayor in his community school s that
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they' re setting up has sone of this in those
community schools as well.

JOANNE EI CHEL: | think--right.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM And | think it’s
really inmportant that we make that system wi de
if we can.

JOANNE EI CHEL: Right, and bring it
down to the earliest--

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM [ i nt er posi ng]

Ri ght .

JOANNE EI CHEL: | evel. We' re happy
to help if we could be of any help fromthe
Acadeny.

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Thank you

CHAl RPERSON DROMM So it is 5:42 and
| m adj ourning this neeting. Thank you vey
much for com ng

[ gavel ]
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