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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS 3

[ background comrent s]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Al right, very good.
[l aughter, background comrent s]

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Good afternoon and
wel come to the Conmittee on Rules, Privileges and
Elections; I'"'mCty Council Menber Brad Lander; |
chair this coonmittee; | apologize for our slightly
|ate start, but thanks to Council Menber Chin, there
was delicious Lunar New Year cel ebration downstairs,
so.

We are joined this norning by Counci
Menmber Ydani s Rodriguez of Manhattan, Mnority Leader
Vinny Ignizio fromStaten |Island, Council Menber
Gar odni ck from Manhattan, Council Mark Levine from
Manhat t an, Council Menber Margaret Chin from
Manhat t an, the Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito from
Manhat t an, Council Menber Espinal from Brookl yn,
Counci | Menber Rose from Staten Island. And I'd al so
i ke to acknow edge and thank the Cormittee's
attorney, Amatullah Booth, as well as Chuck Davis and
Nadi r Joshua for hel pi ng organi ze the hearing, our
Clerk, WIlliam Martin, as well as Alix Pustilnik and

Rob Newran and M chael Freedman- Schnapp for hel ping
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VI LEGES AND ELECTI ONS 4
us to prepare for this hearing and the one that we
hel d | ast week.

We have two itens on our cal endar today
-- the consideration of the Mayor's nom nation of
Mark Peters to serve as Commi ssioner of the New York
Cty Departnment of Investigation and also a
resol uti on approving a couple of nenbershi p changes
to standing commttees and a subcomm ttee, which
we'll do at the end.

On January 30th, 2014 this conmittee held
a public hearing regarding the Mayor's noni nation of
Mark Peters for appointnent as the Conmi ssioner of
the New York City Departnment of Investigation; the
transcript of that hearing is available on the
Council's website and there are actually a few copies
here as wel | .

| wanna thank the nenbers of this
committee for your good and serious questions at that
hearing, the staff for all their hard work in
preparing materials for our consideration,
establishing these very extensive briefing books, and
also to M. Peters, who's here with us today, again
for his tinme, patience and open spirit in answering

all of our questions. Today this comrittee and |ater
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VI LEGES AND ELECTI ONS 5
the Council will consider whether to give its advice
and consent for M. Peters. As stated at the hearing
| ast week, on January 30th, the Comm ssioner of the
Department of Investigation heads the New York City
Departnent of Investigation and pursuant to the Cty
Charter, the Mayor appoints the comm ssioner with the
advi ce and consent of the Cty Council. The
commi ssioner is required to be a nmenber in good
standing with the bar of the State of New York, have
at least five years of |aw enforcenent experience;
the current annual salary is $205, 180.

DA has jurisdiction over any agency,
of ficer or enployee of the Gty, including the Gty
Council, any person or entity doing business with the
Cty, any person or entity that is paid or receives
nmoney fromor through the City, and any agency of the
Cty.

The comm ssioner is also responsible for
approvi ng the appointnments of all New York City
Agency I nspectors General, including as a result of
Local Law 70 passed by the Council |ast year, the New
NYPD | nspector General and pronul gating the associ ate
st andards of conduct for such appointed positions.

The DA conmi ssi oner npnitors and eval uates the
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTI ONS 6
activities of these I1Gs to ensure uniformty of their
activities and those I1Gs report directly to the DO
conmm ssi oner .

We' re not gonna provi de nmenbers
opportunity for conment or deliberation about M.
Peters' nomnation and I'll take chair's prerogative
to offer a couple of comrents first and then invite
ot her nenbers, if you'd |like to, to speak before we
vot e.

To ne it was very clear fromour hearing
that M. Peters has the qualifications and the vision
to lead the Departnent of Investigation. He has a
Il ong career in | aw enforcenent, investigation, public
integrity, civil rights enforcenent and oversight; he
outlined a thoughtful and detail ed approach to the
position rooted in his experience and he has pl edged
to go beyond investigating wong-doing to engaging in
proactive enforcenent, conducting integrity audits
and establishing procedures to prevent corrupt and
wast eful activities on behalf of the people of New
Yor k.

So the only significant concern that
arose in our deliberations is whether M. Peters

recent service as the treasurer for Mayor de Blasio's
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTI ONS 7
canmpai gn and transition and by extension, his
relationship with the Mayor, presents a problemfor
the zealous fulfillnment of his duties. And after
this conmttee's questioning of himat our hearing,
as well as a review of the transcript, the briefing
materials and the requirenents in the Charter, |'m
satisfied personally that it does not present a
pr obl em

In exercising the Council's advice and
consent power, we're guided by the criteria set forth
inthe Gty Charter; in the case of nom nees for the
City's Conflict of Interest Board, for exanple, which
the Rules Commttee will be considering in the near
future, the Charter spells out specific requirenents
and criteria for independence, establishes terns of
of fice and provides that the Mayor can only renove
appoi ntees for gross m sconduct or under simlar
circunmstances. | believe it's inportant to note that
the Charter does not establish simlar requirenents
of independence for the Departnent of Investigation
Conmmi ssi oner and this suggests that the Charter
franers did not intend that the DO conm ssioner be
viewed as a separate i ndependent check and bal ance on

t he Mayor, but instead indeed is a nenber of the
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VI LEGES AND ELECTI ONS 8
Mayor's adm ni stration and that the work of advancing
integrity and a rooting out corruption are tasks by
whi ch the Mayor, like this Council, shares
responsibility. Indeed as Citizens Union noted in
their testinony, M. Peters' service as treasurer
does not in and of itself disqualify himfor this
posi tion.

That said; it is of course essential that
t he Commi ssi oner of the Departnent of Investigation
uphol d the agency's values of integrity, trust and
fairness and be fully conmmitted to follow the facts
regardl ess of where they lead. He nust be willing to
hol d t he Mayor, mayoral appoi ntees and agenci es and
i ndeed this Council accountable to our duties.
M. Peters' testinony |ast week convinced ne that he
passes this test; he's shown that he will apply the
| aw as the facts dictate; as a nmenber of the New York
State Public Integrity Comm ssion he voted to |levy a
| arge fine against Governor Patterson, who had
appointed himto the Commi ssion and | appreciated his
t houghtful responses to commttee questions about his
inmpartial commtnent to the law, his relationship to
the Mayor, his approach to cases and consi derati on of

what circunstances woul d cause himto consider
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTI ONS 9
recusing hinself froman investigation. After
extensive consideration |I'mconfortable, indeed
ent husi asti c about casting nmy vote in support of
M. Peters.

When t he new conmi ssioner gets to work
he'll be charged, as nentioned earlier, with
sel ecting and overseeing the work of our city's first
NYPD | nspector General, a responsibility assigned by
this Council last termin a bill co-sponsored by
Counci| Menber WIlianms and ne and nmany of our
col | eagues, playing an essential role in enhancing
the effectiveness of the NYPD, increasing public
safety, protecting civil liberties and civil rights
and increasing the public's confidence in the police
force, and | was encouraged to hear that M. Peters
is an enthusiastic supporter of this new office, sees
it success as a priority and is conmmtted to working
with the Council in its establishnment, including
publicly rel easing the budget of the office in the
budget process this spring. | believe the people of
our city are better off with robust governnent
oversight and after today's vote | ook forward to

supporting the new comm ssioner's efforts toward a
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTI ONS 10
New York City governnment characterized by trust,
integrity and fairness.

Thank you for your indulgence and I'I|
now recogni ze any nenbers of the Conmttee -- first
we' ve been joined by Council Menber Inez D ckens of
Manhattan, welconme -- |I'I|l recognize any nenbers of
the Committee, beginning with the Speaker and then
Counci | Menber Garodnick, who wish to offer
observations. [audio cut out]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Thank you,

M. Chair and for the record, | did not get the neno
-- Happy Lunar New York, Margaret; | see that |nez
and Margaret did too, obviously.

You know, | really wanna conmend the work
of this commttee; | think that the exanple that was
denmonstrated | ast week with the really thorough
vetting that was provided by this conmtted, by al
the col |l eagues that are here and others that joined,
is just areal reflection of how we will conduct
oursel ves noving forward, fully understand the
i nportance of this position, that M. Peters was
t horoughly questi oned and vetted denonstrates, again,
t he val ue and the understanding of this Cty Council,

the inportance that this position plays noving
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTI ONS 11
forward, and for all the reasons that have been
outlined by the Chair in regards to the rules, the
responsibilities; what is outlined in the Charter. |
too was confortable at the end of the day with the
Iine of questioning and the answers that were
received. So again | wanna thank all the coll eagues
for really asking the questions that you asked and
M. Chair, for the way the hearing was handl ed and |
appreciate noving forward that we will continue to
operate in that way, with full accountability and
transparency, so thank you very nuch

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very mnuch
Madanme Speaker; | recognize Council Menber Garodni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Thank you
M. Chairman. As you know at the hearing | ast week |
rai sed the question of how close is too close for a
mayor to be to his DO comm ssioner. The fact that
M. Peters was the treasurer to the Mayor's canpai gn
as recently as early January rai sed obvi ous questions
about his ability to be inpartial and i ndependent
when pursuing inpropriety in the mayor's domain. Qur
constituents need to feel confident that the

Departnment of Investigation can act as an i ndependent




