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COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY 3

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Good aft ernoon,
| adi es and gentlenmen. M/ nane is Council wonan
Vanessa G bson and | am proud to be here presiding
over ny very first hearing [cheers, applause] as
the chair of the New York Cty Council’s Committee
on Public Safety. |’mincredibly honored that
represent the 16 District of Bronx County and |
want to wel cone each and every one of you and to
all of ny colleagues who are here today. Before we
begin, I would like to quickly thank our new
speaker, Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, and all of
ny colleagues in the Gty Council for giving ne the
wonder ful and distinct opportunity to lead this
very inportant conmmttee. | amlooking forward to
wor king very closely with all of ny coll eagues and
the nmenbers of this commttee and the New York City
Pol i ce Departnment to ensure that our great city
remains the safest big city in Arerica. |1'd like
to quickly just introduce all of the nenbers of the
Public Safety Commttee so you know who i s here.
We have with us Council Menber Robert Cornegy of
Br ookl yn; Council Menber Chai m Deutsch of Brooklyn;
Counci | Menber Rafael Espinal, Jr. of Brooklyn;

Counci | Menber Julissa Ferreras of Queens; Counci
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COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY 4
Menber Vincent Gentile of Brooklyn; Council Menber
Rory Lancman of Queens; Council Menber Steven
Matteo of Staten Island; Council Menber Ritchie
Torres of the Bronx; Council Menber Janes Vacca of
t he Bronx and Council Menber Jurmaane Wi anms of
Brooklyn. 1°d Iike to thank all of my coll eagues
for first being here today and |’ m| ooking forward
to working with each and every one of you.
[ background voice] And while we do not have Counci
Menber WIllianms here right now, he is on his way
and will be here nmonmentarily.

Today, we will be hitting the ground
runni ng as we consi der whether to recommend t hat
Intro 859-A should be re-passed by the counci
not wi t hst andi ng the obj ections of fornmer Mayor
M chael Bl oonberg and whet her to recomrend that the
Mayor’'s veto nessage M 0006-2014 should be fil ed.
Intro 859-A was passed by the full council on
Decenber 16th, 2013 and vetoed by Mayor Bl oonberg
on Decenber 27th, 2013. It is an inportant piece
of legislation that would provide the council and
the residents of New York Gty with nmuch needed
information related to crine occurring in our city

parks. Back in 2005, the council passed Local Law
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COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY 5
114, which required the New York Police Departnment
to report crine data for certain city parks. At
enactnment, the NYPD was to report data on the 20
| argest parks and they were to increase this
reporting on a graduated basis. By now, pursuant
to Local Law 114, the NYPD should be providing the
council with statistics fromall city parks one-
acre or nore in size. However, at the tinme of the
| aw s passage, this commttee took into
consi deration the fact that there were sone hurdl es
for the NYPD to overcone to be able to do this and
the | anguage was included in our local law to
reflect this understanding. Unfortunately, it is
now over seven years since the |aw went into effect
and the NYPD is only providing data for 31 out of
approxi mately 850 parks that this | aw accounted
for. After multiple correspondences with the NYPD
either through witten letters or testinony before
the commttee, it has becone clear that the NYPD
was not doing all that it could to informthis body
and the public of this very inportant data. For
t hat reason, the council unaninously passed Intro
859-A, which would anmend the adm nistrative hold to

renove the | anguage that nmakes NYPD s conpliance
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COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY 6
subject to the availability of resources and the
i ntroduction of the necessary technol ogy and
provide the NYPD with an adequate anobunt of tinme to
properly conply with the legislation. In the past,
the Public Safety Comm ttee has taken the issue of
crime occurring in our city parks very seriously.
Under ny | eadership, this conmttee will continue
to do so and the very best way to start by ensuring
that the NYPD provide this very inportant data to
the council. Wth that, we will now vote on
whet her to recommend that Intro 859-A should be re-
passed by the council notw thstanding the
obj ections of fornmer Mayor M chael Bl oonberg and
whet her to reconmend that Mayor Bl oonberg’ s veto
nessage M 0006-2014 should be filed. And let ne
al so add that in the absence of any representation
fromthe New York Police Departnent, we do have
counsel staff here prepared and able to answer any
guestions that any committee nenbers nmay have and |
do want to take a quick chance and acknow edge Al ex
and Robert, Carm ne, Peggy, Salvador, as well as
our Finance D vision staff, Regina and Ellen for
their work, their |eadership and certainly hel ping

nme as a new nenber; as a chair of this commttee to
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COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY 7
nove this commttee forward in the best way
possible and to nake sure that this partnership is
going to nove New York City in a right direction to
provide the safety that is truly needed and
deserved by every resident that is a New Yorker in
this great city. So | thank you so nuch for the
honor. Thank you to ny coll eagues and if anyone
has any questions we will undertake those as we
speak. Council Menber Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: [off mic] Thank
you, Madam Chai rwonman and | want to congratul ate
you. Thank you. And | want to congratul ate you on
chairing one of the nost inportant conmittees in
the council; arguably one of the nost inportant
pi eces of |egislation that we’ve passed over the
| ast five years cane fromthis conmttee, so |I’'m

happy to know that it’s in capable and tal ented

hands.
CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Thank you.
COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: | have a
question about the Fiscal Inpact Statenment. It

i ndi cates zero expendi tures, but according to the
Commi ssi oner, he said that an in-depth cost

anal ysis had to be done regarding reconfiguring the
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COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY 8
existing infrastructure to accommodate Local Law
114. Can you reconcile those two things for ne?
is there a fiscal cost that cones with
reconfiguring?

REG NA POREDA RYAN: Yeah, ny nane’s
Regi na Por eda Ryan.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Yeah.

REG NA POREDA RYAN. |’'m a Deputy
Director. The police departnent in the past
expl ai ned that they would undertake an anal ysis of
the work it would... the requirenents that this
| egi slation woul d i npose. When we inquired as to
whet her or not they had done such analysis, we did
not get an answer, but our understanding of the
process by which the police departnment woul d have
to go through to conply with the |egislation we
believe they could do it w thout any additional
resources. Each arrest formis reviewed by a
senior officer, so while there’s no database
necessarily or easy electronic way to track crine
that occurs in parks, arrests are recorded and
reviewed. If an arrest is made in a park, it
shoul d be noted on the arrest fornms, so a senior

officer in their ordinary course of review ng
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COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY 9
arrest forns could make a checklist to indicate
whet her or not a crime occurred in a park. And the
police departnent al so suggested that a better way
to come up with this information would be to ask
preci nct conmanders, so in effect, precinct
commanders have the information. [It’s just a
matter of thempassing it along centrally and
providing a report, which is not sonmething that the
police departnent’s not capable of doing in our
estimation.

[ Pause]

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: |'msorry.
"1l get used to this. Don’t worry about it.
Because it seens |ike the NYPD is only providing
reporting for 30 out of 870 parks?

REA NA POREDA RYAN: Right.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Sonet hi ng over
a nine-year period and then in the last five years
there’s been no expansion of reporting. so is that
just willful non-conpliance or is there a technica
i ssue here?

REG NA POREDA RYAN: | don't believe
[’min a position to answer that question.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Ckay.
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COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY 10

REG NA POREDA RYAN: But we just | ooked
at the imediate bill on what it would take to
begin conplying at this...

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Ckay.

[ crosstal k]

REG NA POREDA RYAN: Poi nt.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Can | answer the
guesti on?

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  Absol utel y.
Counci | Menber Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: | say it was
non-conpl i ance. | can say that.

REG NA POREDA RYAN:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: That's how I. ..

REG NA POREDA RYAN: | agree.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: That’'s it.
Thank you. [l aughter]

CHAI RPERSON G BSON: Col | eagues, any
ot her questions upon this before we take a roll
call? Ckay and now 1’1l ask the clerk to call the

roll call.
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COW TTEE CLERK: W] I liam Martin,
Committee Cerk. Roll call vote Commttee on

Public Safety. Council Menber G bson.
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affirmati ve,

CHAl RPERSON G BSON: | vote aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTILE: | vote aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: | vote aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: | vote aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Deutsch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Espi nal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  Aye.

COWM TTEE CLERK: By a vote in the

zero in the negative and no




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY 12
abstentions, Itens have been adopted. [background
voi ces]

CHAIRPERSON A BSON:.  And | will... I...
and I would just ask the clerk to keep the rol
call available for Council Menber WIIlianms upon his
arrival, and without any further ado, | call this
nmeeti ng adj ourned of the Commttee on Public
Safety. In recess, in recess. Thank you.

[ background voi ces]

COWM TTEE CLERK: Counci | Menber
WIIlians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS:  Contrary to
popul ar belief, I amnot chairing this hearing
[laughter] and |I proudly vote aye, and say
congratul ati ons to Vanessa G bson.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Final vote fromthe
Conmittee on Public Safety is now 11 in the
affirmative, zero in the negative and no
abst enti ons.

CHAI RPERSON G BSON:  The neeting is
adj our ned.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you

very nuch.
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