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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 2

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Chair of the
Council’s Health Commttee. Before | give an
overview of today’ s vote, | would like to introduce
ny fellow nenbers of the Health Commttee. W are
joined by Council Menber Maria del Carmen Arroyo,
nmy predecessor, who was a dedicated chair of the

Health Commttee for four years and did an

excellent job in this role. | know that | have big
shoes to fill comng after Council Menber... yes,
wel I, thank you. Returning to the commttee are

Counci | Menbers Rosie Mendez, Council Menber
Mat hi eu Eugene and Council Menber Jinmy Van Braner.
|"d Iike to also wel cone to the Comm ttee Counci
Menbers Peter Koo, Inez Barron, Robert Corney and
Raf ael Espinal. This is a stellar teamand | am
excited to be serving with all of you on this
commttee. The Health Commttee is one of the
busi est committees in the council and we have a | ot
of inmportant work to do and we’re going to hit the
ground running, so stay tuned and | |look forward to
coll aborating with all of you on the issues that
matter to all the folks on this commttee.

Today, the commttee will vote to file

the Mayor’s veto and vote to repass Introduction
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 3
Nurmber 933- A, which woul d establish and ani ma
abuse registry, prohibit people convicted of aninm
abuse crinmes fromowning or residing with an ani nal
and establish crimnal penalties for failing to
comply with the law. This bill was sponsored by
former Council Menber Peter Vallone, Jr. and wll
ensure that animals do not end up in the hands of
those likely to mstreat them This will be the
third hearing on Into Nunmber 933-A. The first
hearing on this bill was held on June 7th of 2013.
The committee heard and received testinony fromthe
Departnment of Health and Mental Hygi ene, Ani mal
Care and Control, representatives fromthe Brooklyn
District Attorney’s Ofice, the ASPCA and ot her
ani mal advocates and stakeholders. The bill was
subsequently anended and unani nously adopted by the
council in Decenber of 2013. The question before
the coomittee today is shall Intro Nunber 933-A be
repassed notw t hstandi ng the objections of the
Mayor? The bill has been discussed at |ength by
this commttee and it was overwhel m ngly passed by
the full council in Decenber. Today, | recomend
to the conmttee that we file the Mayor’s veto and

repass this legislation. | would like to thank al
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 4

of the advocates who worked with the council over
the course of these hearings to inprove this bill
Before the sponsor of this |egislation speaks, |
woul d like to thank commttee staff Jeff Canpagna,
the | egislative counsel that drafted this
| egislation. Thank you, Jeff. Daniel Hafitz,
[ phonetic] who is the commttee counsel. Thank
you, Dan and Crystal Pawn [phonetic], the policy
anal yst for the Health Commttee, as well as
Krilion Francisco [phonetic], who is the finance
anal yst. Thank you all for your hard work on this
in preparing for today's hearing, and with that, |
would like to turn it over to turn it over to
Counci | Menber Centile to make a statenent on this
overri de.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:  Thank you, M.
Chai rman and congratul ati ons on your chairmanshi p.

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTILE: I'mcertainly
| ooking to working with you. This bill, as you
mentioned, was a bill that both Peter Vall one and |

wor ked on and we had separate bills that were
conbined into this one bill on ani mal abuse

registry, so the law, if passed, would effectively
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 5
create a registry listing anyone who has been
convicted of an animal abuse or cruelty and al
persons on the registry would be prohibited from
owni ng or possessing or having any intentional
contact with an animal. The registry will be made
available in electronic formon a need-to-know
basis to all |aw enforcenent agencies, DAs, Humane
Soci eties, Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animal s, dog or cat protective associations,

Ani mal Control officers, pet shops and ani nal
shelters and this bill now conmes just at the tine
that the NYPD and the ASPCA have announced a j oi nt
partnership that expands their alliance and the
protection and prevention of cruelty to New York
Cty aninals because NYPD will be taking the | ead
in prosecuting and noving forward on those types of
crimes. So there are a lot of reasons that | think
we shoul d be concerned for this because we know
fromstory after story that abusers repeat their
violent crines agai nst hel pless animals and often
have a proclivity to becone violent towards people
as well. So this is a way that those who are
convicted of these crines will be prohibited from

at | east as best we can do, prohibited from
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 6
reconmtting a crine or hurting another aninmal. So
you know, society is judged based on how it treats
its nost vulnerable. | think this is a great |eap
in the right direction, so | would ask all those
here to vote for the override. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci| Menmber Gentile and again, thank you to
former Council Menber Peter Vallone, Jr. Are there
any questions fromthe committee; from nenbers of
the committee on this bill or override? Counci
Menmber Mendez?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you
Chair Johnson, for indulging ne just a little bit.
Pet er Val |l one, when he spoke about this when we
passed it back in Decenber, | just wanted to
reiterate the story he put forward when he thanked
everyone for voting for the bill. At that tine, a
blind man fell into the subway tracks with his dog
and that dog was getting ready to be retired and
coul d’ ve been put up for adoption and coul d’ ve been
adopted by an abuser. This bill would stop that in
the future and that dog was reunited with the
owner. People gave gifts and he was able to keep

it as his permanent pet, but | wanted to thank
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 7
Peter, who is no longer with us, for all the work
and Vinnie for all the work they’ ve done on this
bill and just to reiterate that story for ny
col | eagues who weren’'t here | ast Decenber so that
you know what Peter said and | hope everyone does
vote to do the override. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Yes, Counci
Menber Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: So | just
wanted to take a second to say how thrilled I amto
be working with you on this comrttee. You know I,
from Brooklyn, serve a community that is
di sproportionately affected by hospital closures
and | want to on the record say that imrediately
upon you receiving this chairmanship you reached
out to find out what was going on in that and so
really look forward to this body and you as
chai r man.

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  [of f mic] Thank
you very nuch. Any other council nenbers who woul d
like to speak on the issue before us today?

Counci | Menber Barron?
COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Thank you. |

al so want to say | |look forward to working on the
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 8

comm ttee under your chairmanship and with all of
the nmenbers that are here, especially the veterans
who have a lot to share and express concerns as has
been presented by ny council nenber... by ny
col | eague, Council Menber Cornegy, in terns of the
threat of closures in the hospitals in Brooklyn and
what | see it as is the unspoken continuation and
i npl ementation of the Berger Plan. That’'s how I
see it and that’s what’s happening and that’s
what’ s being born out in the actions. So | |ook
forward to this commttee being active in that
regard and in terns of the bill that we’'ll be
voting on, I'min favor of the bill. I just do
have a concern that those persons who are shown not
to be guilty are in no way penalized and we need to
make sure that the agency that will be inplenmenting
this law will make sure that those persons will not
be unduly criticized when they have not been
convicted. | think there’s an error there, but we
need to nake sure that does not happen.

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON: | agree with you.
Do you want to speak on that or... we're okay?
kay.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  You. . .
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 9

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON: Vi nni e.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:  The
registration’s required upon conviction and should
t hat conviction be overturned, then that person’s
name | woul d i magi ne the Departnent of Probation or
whoever does the sentencing or once the
conviction' s overturned woul d be responsi ble and
that’ |l happen in the rule nmaking to take that
person’s name off the registry.

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Great. Thank you
very nmuch. Before we vote to file the Mayor’s
veto, | just wanted to echo both Council Menber
Cornegy and Council| Menber Barron’s concerns. You
know, ny district was hit hard with the cl osure of
Sai nt Vincent’'s Hospital you know, 160-year old
institution on the Lower West Side of Manhattan.
There is a press conference and rally at 3:30 today
out side of LICH being held by |ocal elected
officials and I know that nmany of the folks on this
comm ttee have been deeply involved in Interfaith
and LI CH and other hospitals across the city that
have been facing the threat of closure, and | | ook
forward to working on that issue with all of you

i mredi ately, so thank you for speaking up on that
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 10
today. And now |l want to ask the conmttee, shal
the coomittee vote to file the Mayor’s veto and
shall the commttee vote to repass the
I ntroduction? And now we will call the roll.

COW TTEE CLERK: W/ I liam Martin,
Conmmittee Clerk. Roll call vote Commttee on
Heal th. Council Menber Johnson.

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Yes.

COW TTEE CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO A nonment to
first congratulate our chair. | look forward to
working with you. There is a great deal of work
that has to be done. W are blessed with sone
incredi ble staff, who do phenonenal work behind the
scenes to nmake us all | ook and sound really snart,
but al so a body of advocates in the comunity that
are relentless in their pursuit to nmake sure that
we're paying attention, so the work is nmuch. Take
vitamns. [laughter] But | think you re surrounded
by a very good support system and you will be very
successful and | hope to be part of that body of
support that you will get and | vote aye.

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Thank you,

counci | nenber.
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 11

COW TTEE CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: If | may, M.
Chair?

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON: O cour se.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Ditto on
everyt hing she said, Council Menber Arroyo, and I
vot e aye.

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: May | explain
my vote for one second? Thank you very much. |
just want to congratul ate Chair Johnson.
Congratul ations and I want to also... the sentinent
of ny coll eagues, the Conmttee on Health is a
very, very, very inportant one and as a nedica
doctor nyself by training, this is a conmttee |
consider it very highly and I think that we are
going to work together because there is a lot to
do, especially, as Council Menber Barron said, you
know, this is the inplenmentation of the Berger
Commi ssion... the Berger Comm ssion. It doesn’t
make sense that we are closing hospitals in New
York and as a matter of fact, we are supposed to

rei nforce and need nore resources for the hospital
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 12
because | renenber after Sandy, in the aftermath of
Sandy, | went to visit sone hospitals and what |
saw it was shocking. | was shocked to see that
because when | went to the enmergency roons and |
saw so many patients close to each other and the
nurses and the doctors you know coul dn’t even
circulate freely, so just imgine if we get another
tragedy you know, in New York Cty, we would be in
trouble so that means | think that we, in this
commttee, we will have to conme together and be
creative and advocate very strongly you know, for
the all the hospitals in Brooklyn because it is the
responsi bility of the governnment to provide high
quality of health care to everybody, especially
preventive medici ne because if we don’t talk
preventi ng when we’re sick, the governnment is going
to be in trouble because when people are healthy
they are able to work to sustain and naintain their
famly and also to pay taxes and if they are not
healthy to work, we in the governnent will have to
take care of themand it’s going to be | ose-Iose
situation. Congratulations again, M. Chair and

vote yes.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON HEALTH 13

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Thank you,

Counci | Menber.

COW TTEE CLERK: Koo. Van Braner.

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO And also | want to
take a nonent to explain nmy vote. First, | want to
congratul ate the chairman and | | ook forward to
working with you and the staff. W hope to nake
this conmttee one of the nost productive
conmttees in the council and we want to make sure
we make New York City one of the nobst healthy
cities in the nation and in the world you know, so
congratul ati ons. Thank you.

CHAI PERSON JOHNSON: Thank you, council
menber .

COW TTEE CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  First,
congratul ations to our new Chai rman, Corey Johnson,
who |’ve known for a long tinme and | | ook forward
to his | eadership and al so a great thanks to our
out goi ng chai rwonman, Maria del Carnen Arroyo for
everything that she has done for our city as well.
So with that | vote aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Barr on.
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 14

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | vote aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: | vote aye.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Espi nal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Congrat s,

Chai rman Corey Johnson and | | ook forward to
continuing working with you and | vote aye.

COWM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of nine in
the affirmative, zero in the negative and no
abstentions, Itens has been adopted.

CHAI RPERSON JOHNSON:  Thank you al | .
Before we adjourn, | again just want to say thank

you to Maria del Carnen Arroyo, who nmet with ne

yesterday and has been so generous and graci ous and

| look forward to working with her and | earning
fromher, so thank you. [applause]

[ gavel ]
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