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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MRITIME USES 3

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON KOO Good norni ng everyone.

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON KOO Hi, nmy name’s Peter
Koo and I am the Council Menber representing the
20t h council district in Queens. Today is an
exciting day for ne and it's the first neeting |’ m
conveni ng as the new chair of the Land Use
Committee on Landmarks, Public Siting, and Maritine
Use. | look forward to getting down to business and
working with everyone in ny new capacity. There are
certain expectations that | have to, | have to as
to how | operate this commttee. But before I
continue allow nme to introduce ny coll eagues who
will be serving under this committee with ne. W
have Council Menmber Mendez, and Council man Barron,
and Kallos on the conmttee. And then we have
Counci | Menber Arroyo, Palm, Levin they are on the
way yeah.

Thank you for all being here and bei ng
pronpt. It’s inmportant to nme that we conduct al
our businesses with the utnost professionalismand
we respect the public who have cone to tell their,

tell us their views on the application before this
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 4
subcommttee. If you know you will be late or wll
not be able to make a committee neeting | wll
appreciate if you will call nme or call the |land use
division so we can appropriate changes. W want to
hear fromall nenbers of the public who are here to
voi ce their concerns and opinions and regardi ng
matters that cone before us. Toward the end al
those w shing to speak nust fill out a speaker slip
whi ch you can obtain fromthe Sargent of Arns
sitting at the desk by the door. The conpl eted
forns should be returned to the Sargent who will
submt themto ne. Everyone who submits a form
will, will be called to speak. You will have three
m nutes to speak and can only speak once on an
item If others who have previously made the points
that you wish to nake to the committee when your
nanme is called you are welcone to sit your tine to
speak. | will read your name into the record

i ndicating either your support or objection of the
application. The calling is inportant to nme and
critical to the public hearing process. Please do
call out, applaud, or boo as you will not be

tol erated. Pl ease show others the sanme respect that

you want when it’s your tinme to speak. Should you
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 5
need to use a cell phone please go outside of the
roomto do so. Today we have four Landmarks
desi gnati ons on our calendar. The first of which is
to consider |land Use item 20145176 HKM Tammany
Hall. Item nunber also, and 140163 HKMthis is
| ocated at 100 East 17'" Street al so known as 100-
102 East 17'" Street. And | would like to open this
hearing and call on Kate Daly fromthe Landmarks
Preservation Conmittee to present the designation
After the comm ssion, the testinmony I will call on
nmenbers of the public who have signed up to speak
on this item You will follow the sane, we wll
follow, we will follow the sane format for the
remai nder of the itenms on today’s cal endar. And we
al so want to acknow edge our chairman from Land Use
Conmittee M. Geenfield is here. So wel come to our
sub-comm ttee. So Ms. Kate Daly, yeah

KATE DALY: Yes, thank you. Good
norni ng Chair Koo and council menbers. My nane is
Kate Daly. I'’mthe Executive Director of the New
York City Landmarks Preservation Comm ssion and |’'m
here today to testify on the conm ssion’s
desi gnation of Tammany Hall in Manhattan. On June

25" 2013 the Landmarks Preservation Conmi ssion
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 6
hel d a public hearing on the proposed designation
as a landmark of Tammany Hall. There were 17
speakers in favor of designation including
representatives of Council Menber Rosie Mendez,
State Assenbly Menber Richard CGottfried, State
Senat or Liz Krueger, Manhattan Conmunity Board 5
Landmarks Committee Chair Howard Mendez, forner
City Council Menmber Carol Geitzer, representatives
of the Union Square Conmunity Coalition, the
G anmercy Nei ghborhood Associ ation, the New York
Landmar ks Conservancy, the Historic Districts
Council, and the National Denocratic Cub. A
representative of the owner indicated that the
owner was not opposing the designation and | ooked
forward to continuing the relationship with the
Landmar ks Comni ssion. There was no testinony in
opposition to this designation. The comm ssi on has
received a statenent in support of the designation
from Assenbl ynenber Deborah Gick and has al so
received two letters in support of the designation
fromthe Samuel J. Tilden Denocratic C ub.

On Cctober 29, 2013 the conm ssion
voted to designate the building a New York City

| ndi vi dual Land Mark. Built in 1928 to the designs
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 7
of Thonmson Hol mes and Converse and Charles B.
Meyers this handsonme Neo- Georgian building is the
only surviving headquarters building of Tanmany
Hal |, the denocratic party machi ne that dom nated
New York City politics in the 19'" and early 20'"
centuries. The building replaced Tammany’ s ol d
headquarters on 14'" Street and was both a reni nder
of the society’s origins in the federalist period
and a synbol of the reform m nded New Tammany
Organi zation that enmerged in the late 1910s. Wen

t he buil di ng was conmmi ssi oned the Tanmany Soci ety
was at the height of its political popularity.
Robert F. Wagner was begi nning his distinguished
career in the U S Senate, Al Smth was a popul ar
and wi dely respected governor and the | eading
contender for the denocratic candi dacy for
president, and Jimy Wal ker was an extraordinarily
mayor. Wthin a few years of the building s

conpl etion revel ations of nunicipal corruption |ed
to Wal ker’s resignation and a split in the
denocratic party with Franklin Del ano Roosevelt and
other reforners distancing thensel ves from Tanmany
and ensuring the election of Fiorello La Guardia as

Mayor. In 1943 the Tanmany Organi zation sold the
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 8
building to local 91 of the International Lady’' s
Garment Workers Union and the main neeting hal
becane one of the nobst inportant centers for union
activities in New York City. Since the m d-1980s
the building’ s | arge auditorium has been hone to
of f Broadway theatre housing the roundabout conpany
until 99, 1991 and a nunber of distinguished
i ndependent productions since then. The remai nder
of the building has been occupied by the New York
Filmlnstitute since 1994. The buil di ng was
praised for its dignified architectural treatnent,
one of the chief notifs of which are the severe
colonial colums in the centers of the union square
and 17'" street facades which were called the days
of early American architecture. This
architecturally distinctive building renmains a
significant rem nder of New York City s political
theatrical, and | abor history and the Comm ssion
urges you to affirmthis designation. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOO ..call on... Counci
Menmber Mendez do you have a statenent?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Yes, good
norning. It’s still norning for another half hour.

Good norning everyone. It is a pleasure to be back
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 9
inthis new legislative termand to be part of this
subcomrittee again and to see sone of ny friends
out there. The | and marking of Tammany hall has
been a long, long work in progress so | represent
district two besides sitting in this conmttee and
100- 102 East 17'" Street which is known as Tanmmany
Hall is the subject prem ses that we are asking to
| andmar k. But before | say anything further about
the rich history of Tanmany Hall | really want to
gi ve a special thank you to Jack Taylor, an active
nmenber of the Union Square Conmunity Coalition who
for many years nmade this one of his persona
projects. A dear friend of mne of 16 years we’ve
wor ked on nmany things together prior to nme being in
the council and now. And you're a gemand this is
happeni ng because of your hard work. Tamrany Hal
was built in 1928 for use by the New York Cty
Denocratic Party. It was built in the Col onial

Revi val style which dates back to the foundi ng of
our nation |ocated across from Uni on Square Park
the design of the building in many substantial and
significant ways seanlessly marries with the
purposes for which it was constructed. The home of

the denocratic party from 1928 to 1943 during the
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 10
time of Governor Al Smith who was then running for
president, Mayor Jimmy Walker. It was a tinme of the
great depression and the tenor of the anti-Tammany
reform Mayor Fiorello La Guardia. From 1943 until
several decades later the building was hone to the
International Lady’'s Garnment Workers Union, an
associ ation of singular inportance in the history
of this city and of organizing and | abor organi zi ng
and advocacy throughout the world. As is w dely
noted today the building still serves an inportant
public and social purpose as the hone to the New
York Film Acadeny and the Uni on Square Theatre.
After several standstill agreenents the tireless
efforts of community groups and ny friend Jack
Tayl or and the Union Square Conmunity Coalition,
t he Landmar ks Preservation Conmi ssion Process | am
both excited and proud to see the | and marking of
Tammany Hall cone before the city council. | amin
favor of said designation and | ask all ny
col |l eagues to vote in favor. Thank you M. Chair.
CHAI RPERSON KOO Thank you Council ... On,
we are also, we are also joined by Council Menber

Steve Levin. Thank you. Any nenbers on the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 11
comm ttee have any questions for the, either for
t he speaker or...Sure yeah.

UNKNOWN MALE: [cross-talk] .after |, |
yield to ny distinguished coll eagues.

CHAI RPERSON KOO  Counci | Menber Barron
yeah.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Yes, good
norning. First | want to say |I'’m pleased to be on
this conmttee. This is nmy first official commttee
nmeeting and |’ mso pleased to be a part of this and
| ook forward to |ooking. | have lots of concerns as
we tal k about | and marking. The burdens that they
soneti nes pose on owners. |I'’mglad to see that
there’s no opposition on this one but ny question
refers particularly to the research that was done
in terms of the Landmarks Preservati on Conmi ssion
presenting their report. And | wanted to know, did
your history reveal any interaction with those
persons of African ancestry who were living in New
York Gty during that period of tinme?

KATE DALY: Mm hnmm Qur research staff
is, is tasked with doing a very thorough research
of all of the different denobgraphic groups and

architectural significance of the building. This
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 12
building was built in 1928 and the, the real focus
of the research was on the political and | abor
novenents that were affiliated with the buil ding.
In our reports if there were prom nent African
Anerican figures associated with a building that's
al ways included in the report. For buildings that
were built before 1865 if there is any indication
that there was | abor of enslaved people involved in
building to building that is always included in the
report. If the building was built before that date
and was on |land that was held by owners of enslaved
people we include that history all the way back to
colonial tinmes in the report. For a building this
nodern we found that it was primarily the |abor
history and the political history that, that were
t he docunments of record that we were able to
uneart h.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: VeIl we know
that the | abor novenent had a very negative history
in terns of African Americans being involved and
that that existed until recently up until the 1950s
when that, there was a shift. So | would be
concerned to know that your history would record

the interactions or the struggle of the black |abor
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 13
novenents to be a part of what was going on. As
we’'re tal king now about |ooking at that so | would
ask that you |l ook to see what that m ght have been
and include it in your report.

KATE DALY: 1, |I'd be happy to |l ook into
that and discuss it with our researchers.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOO Counci | Menber Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: Thank you for
your great and detailed report. |I'’m Ben Kall os.
represent the upper Eastside m dtown East E
Barri o. Anyone watching at hone it’'s @all os and
love to hear fromyou. | just wanted to say this
being ny first nmeeting | think that |andmarks are
so essential for our city. They provide a living,
standi ng nmonunment in context to our rich culture.
In fact in ny inauguration on Sunday we had an
entire presentation on the | andmarks from ny
district as part of the, the cel ebrati on.
Unfortunately we couldn’t actually bring the
nmonunents there but we did have a wonderfu
presentation fromthe Historic Districts Council,
the friends of the upper eastside. And | just

wanted to say as nuch as | stand against the, the
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 14
corruption that is represented by Tamrany Hal |
it’s good for it to be there and I'’mglad that it
wi Il be hopefully with ny colleagues’ vote and if
we all agree Council Menber Mendez I, |, | think,
at least | do that it will be there as a rem nder
of where we come fromand how far we’ ve conme. And
so I, | support this |and marking.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you
forgot to add a little sonmething in ny speech and
since he nentioned the corruption. Actually before,
you know sone things start froma good place and
actually the denocratic party in Tammany Hal
started as a social safety net when none exi sted.
And then unfortunately it got rooted in corruption.
So it cane froma good place and so we all should
remenber that, you know that is part of the
hi story. Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOO W have two persons
who want to testify. The first one is Sineon
Bankoff. Then the next one is Andrea Col den.

[ background coment s]

CHAI RPERSON KOO Do you have a, a

prepared statenent or sonething?
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 15
ANDREA GOLDEN: Ckay sure. [mic static]
Sorry. Good norning Chair Koo and Council Menbers.
| " m Andrea Gol den speaki ng on behal f of the
Landmar ks Conservancy. |'d just like to start by
congratulating all the council menbers on el ection,
reel ection, welcom ng back nmenbers to the
subcomm ttee, new nenbers to the subcommttee,
Chair Koo, and Chair Geenfield of Land Use thank
you. The Conservancy is pleased to join with public
officials, preservationists, and advocates in
supporting designation of Tanmmany Hall in
particular as Council Menber Mendez nentioned M.
Jack Tayl or who's kept the designation status of
this building on the radar of the preservation
community for many years. This handsone buil ding
has both architectural and cultural significance
and it’s an anchor of its nei ghborhood set on the
East side of Union Square itself an icon of | abor
history and a significant public space. Tanmany
Hall is a fine exanple of Colonial Revival
Architecture often found in social service and
institutional buildings of the era. Wth its red
brick facade, white granite and |linmestone trim

Tamany was designed to evoke the early days of
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 16
Anerican architecture according to the real estate
record of 1928. Not only was this an attractive
style but it could recall the founding days of the
nation, a positive association for the political
machi ne of the New York City Denocratic Party
faci ng accusations of corruption. The historic
fabric is nostly in tact with sone alterations at
the ground floor storefronts. Tanmany al so had an
inportant role in cultural history starting as hone
to the NYC Denocratic Party from 1928 to 43. And
since then has served, excuse me, continued to be a
center of political and arts comunities housing
the International Ladies Garnent Workers Union,
| ater an off-Broadway theatre and now t he New York
Fi | m Acadeny. Back in 1985 the Conservancy first
wote to the Landmar ks Conmi ssion requesting that
Tammany Hall be considered for designation. Nearly
30 years later we thank the Conmm ssion for acting
to designate the site and urge the council to
affirmthat designation. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KOO Thank you

SI MEON BANKCFF: Good nor ni ng Counci
Menbers. 1’ m Si meon Bankoff, Executive Director of

the H storic Districts Council. First off | would
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 17
like to also wel cone and greet all of you. It’s a
pl easure to be here and | | ook forward to working
with all of you in this new session. The Historic
Districts Council is the cityw de advocate for New
York’s historic neighborhoods. W are here in
strong support of the designation of Tammany Hall

| can only echo what Council| Menber Mendez said and
al so ny coll eague Ms. Col den sai d about the

i nportance of this building. It is, it occupies a
very critical point in the understanding of how New
York cane to be and in the cultural and soci al

hi story of New York Cty. Tanmany was one of the
bui | di ng bl ocks that hel ped create our nodern city
and it is entirely proper that it should be
protected. Finally I would Iike to also thank the
Counci |, thank the Landmarks Comm ssion on their
long work on this. It was a very invol ved process
that they went through with the property owner and
we adnmire their fortitude. And a special thank you
to Jack Tayl or who has been keeping this not only
on our radar but on our priorities for alnost 30
years. It is a pleasure to not have to continue

witing letters asking that this beconme a | andnmark,
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 18
instead sinply celebrate its | andmark designation.
Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOO Thank you very much
Any questions for the speakers? No. So with that we
move on to...

[ background comrent s]

CHAI RPERSON KOO Do we have any further
comrents fromthe public? Then we will close the
hearing on this matter. W are happy to have
Counci| Menber Arroyo to join our Committee. The
next itemis 39 Wrth Street building, 20145191
HKM..

[ background coment s]

CHAI RPERSON KOO OCh, let ne repeat
that. 20145191 HKM this is located at 39 Wrth
Street. This is to apply for a designation as an
historic |andmark. So can we have Ms. Daly again to
testify?

KATE DALY: Thank you Chair Koo. W’ ve
conbi ned our testinony on both 39 and 41 into one
testinony to, in the interest of tine but |’ m happy
to testify on both separately as well.

CHAI RPERSON KOO Ckay, then we conbi ne

the two itens to be detailed as 41 Worth Street
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 19
Bui | di ngs 20145186 HKM 41 Wrth, Wrth Street to
apply as an Historic Landmark. So you can conbi ne
the two itens together.

KATE DALY: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KOO Thank you

KATE DALY: For the record ny nane s
Kate Daly. |I'’mthe Executive Director of the New
York Gty s Landmark Preservation Conmm ssion and
|’ mhere today to testify on the Conm ssion’s
desi gnation of 39 and 41 Worth Street buildings in
Manhattan. On June 25'", 2013 the Landmarks
Preservati on Conm ssion held a public hearing on
t he proposed designation as | andmarks of 39 and 41
Wrth Street. Three people spoke in favor of the
desi gnati on of the two buil dings...

[ background conmmrent s]

KATE DALY: ..including representatives
of the Historic Districts Council, the Victorian
Soci ety of New York and the Tribeca Trust. The
president of the Wiite Rose Artists Corporation
Board spoke in opposition. The Conm ssion al so
received three letters in opposition to designation
frommenbers of the Wihite Rose Artists Corporation

Board including the president and Vice President.
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 20
The Commi ssion had previously held a public hearing
on these buildings on Septenber 19'" 1989. n

Qct ober 29'" 2013 the Conmission voted to

desi gnate the buil dings New York City individual

| andmar ks. The five story former store and | oft
buildings at 39 and 41 Worth Street were designed
in 1866 by |Isaac Duckworth, an architect who

desi gned several store and |oft buildings in what
are now the Tribeca East, Tribeca South, and SoHo
Cast Iron Historic Districts. Built as an

i nvestnent for James Smith, a pron nent

manuf acturer of fire engines, the cast iron facades
manuf act ured by Dani el Badger’s architectural iron
wor ks are intact above the first story.

| ncorporating elenents of the Italianate and Second
Enpire styles and designed in the Venetian |Inspired
Italianate styles respectively the 39 and 41 Wrth
Street buildings feature distinct architectural
features with deep cornices with nmedallions and
brackets. Fromthe 1860s until the early 1970s they
wer e occupi ed by conpani es engaged in the dry goods
busi ness. Now residences, the two buildings with
ground floor comercial at 39 Wirth Street are rare

surviving exanples of 1860s era cast iron store and
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 21
| oft buildings constructed South of Canal Street at
the time that that area was becone, becom ng the
city’'s dry goods district. The Conm ssion urges you
to affirmthis designation. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOO Thank you. Any
guestions fromthe, the Conmttee? Council Menber
Barron?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you. Thank
you for your testinmony. In the supporting
docunments, on page two | guess of what | have which
tal ks about the scription[phonetic] and anal ysis
for the 39 Wrth Street Building. It tal ks about
the early history and it says that the | and was
owned by Ant hony Rutgers who was a brewer and sl ave
hol der and that it was built, there was a mansion
built and he al so received a patent to drain the
swanp that covered nuch of the area. As | nentioned
innmy first remarks I’ mvery concerned that the
work of African Anericans is noted adequately in
the research that’s done. If he were a slave hol der
the African Anericans who were enslaved did the
work. He did not do the work. | think that should
be noted. And especially in terns of talking about

draining the swanps and this reference is made in
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COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 22
ternms of the architecture, the iron work that’s
done. | doubt that many people know that if you
were to travel to Ethiopia nmuch of the iron work
that we see here in New York City and in other
Metropolitan nations is done there historically
goi ng back hundreds and hundreds of years. So |
woul d even venture to say that nuch of the cast
iron work that we see was done in fact by those
persons that he held in slavery. | don’t think that
just a nmention of this fact that he was a sl ave

hol der is adequate. It does not tal k about, it does
not destroy that inmage of enslaved Africans as
bei ng anything other than just | aborers and

wor kers. And we al so know that that area is the
area of the African burial ground. So |I'’m sure, |
don’t have evidence of this point, but |I’msure
that there was a lot of the |abor that was done in
that area was done by those who were ensl aved of
African ancestry. | would encourage you to do
further research. | see you have a reference there
but | woul d encourage you to do further research
because that entire area was actually outsides of
the boundaries of the city limtations at that

time. So it was an area that was surrounded by
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t hose who did the work, who paved the roads, who
built Broadway. It tal ks about it was at the corner
of Broadway and Chanbers. That is the African
Burial Gound site. That is the African Buri al
Gound site. So I'’m|looking to see that much nore
detailed information be given in terns of what was
the contribution so that it’s not a foot note that
he was a slave holder. He was a sl ave hol der and he
used those persons that he held in chil dhood
slavery to enrich hinself and build this, build
this area and particularly this building. So I
woul d certainly want to see that expanded upon. And
additionally, well that covers it if | come back to
my other point that I'Il asked to be recogni zed in
t hat .

CHAI RPERSON KOO Thank you so, we have
any nenbers fromthe public who want to speak on
these itens? No? Ckay, hearing is closed for the
public hearings these two itens. All your
guestions. Yeah. W go to the Chairman of Landmark
Commttee, on the Land Use Conmmttee.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: Thank you M.
Chairman. | just have one question. It notes over

here that Comm ssion [static] previously held a
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public hearing on the building Septenber 1989. So
what ...

KATE DALY: Right.

CHAlI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: ..l guess that’s
i ke 25 years ago.

KATE DALY: Right.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: What, what
happened?

KATE DALY: The, it’s not that unconmon
for the Comm ssion to hold hearings, in particular
t he Commi ssion held many many hearings in 1966 and
1967 and if at that tinme there was opposition from
the owner or the Comm ssion sat other priorities
soneti nes they noved ahead wi t hout hol ding a vote
on the designation. At the, the tine of the earlier
hearing there were likely issues |ike that,
opposition of the owner, perhaps not the support of
the local Council Menber and so the Conm ssion sat
asi de that building and noved on to other
priorities. But we’'re constantly trying to revisit
bui | dings that were determned to be eligible in
t he past and had public hearings held on themin
the past to bring themforward and nake a final

determ nati on one way or the other.
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CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: What about the
case? I'mjust curious ‘cause the folks testified
on, on this that Tammany Hall that it’s been in the
pi peline for 30 years. Wiat’s the story with that.
KATE DALY: The, Tammany Hall wasn’t
cal endared and, and held a public hearing and voted
on until |ast year but it’'s sonething that had been
proposed as eligible for | andmark designation for
many years. The Commi ssion sets priorities each
year in terns of which buildings it will review W
recei ve about 250 requests for evaluation each year
in addition to the hundreds of buildings that we
revi ew t hrough our own surveys that we conduct. And
so the, the Conm ssion had set priorities and, and
determ ned that that building wasn’t a top priority
in the past. In recent years the Conm ssion has
been neeting wth the property owner and entered
into several successive standstill agreenents as
Counci | Menber Mendez nentioned so that we could
ensure that the owner did not take any action to
alter the architecture of the building but at the
sanme tine allowed us really sone breathing roomso
we could continue that conversation and try to work

in a very close partnership with the owner which
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was ultimtely a very successful partnership

After, after the, the delays we were able to reach
a point where the owner no | onger opposed the

| andmar k desi gnati on and has been very supportive

of the | andmark designation of the building and the
Conmi ssi on’ s wor K.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: Thank you.

KATE DALY: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KOO You want to go ahead?
Oh go ahead.

CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: During the
standstill agreenments in the past 25 years the
alterations that were made to the first floors of
both buildings, did that occur during that or
prior?

KATE DALY: The, the standstil
agreenments were just entered into within the past
three years or so and so the alterations predated
the standstill agreements and those alterations
were made to acconmodate the changi ng uses of the
bui | ding over tinme. The conmmercial, Conm ssion sees
those changes as part of the history of the

bui | di ng.
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CHAI RPERSON GREENFI ELD: Thank you. And
t hank you Rosie for indul ging ny foll ow up.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you. Like
| said earlier we have, in the community done a | ot
of work on this and the Landmarks Preservation
Conmi ssi on has worked closely with the owners and
part of that was doing a standstill agreenent while
ot her issues were | ooked at. And eventually we all
were on the sanme page |I'’m happy to say. |, for sone
reason ny good friend Jack Taylor is a little shy
and is not giving testinony today but he brought an
op-ed that was in the New York Tinmes on January
18'" and I, so | just wanted to read just a small
little section that was witten in here about, by
Terry Calway [phonetic] saying political machines
clearly aren’t what they used to be but last fall’s
desi gnation of the old Tammany Hall headquarters on
Uni on Square has a city landmark as a rem nder of
just how powerful the nation’s nobst famous was and
why it remains a presence in politica
conversations. Going back to you know the fact that
| said political nmachines were serving the people
when governnent wasn't. And so thank you Jack and I

want to thank the nenbers of this this commttee
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and again | hope everyone votes in favor of this
desi gnati on.

CHAI RPERSON KOO Ckay. Council Menber
Bar r on.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Yes, thank you.
I, I regained ny |lost thought. How close is this
area to the area that was known as Little Africa?

KATE DALY: My understanding is that
Little Africa is closer to the nei ghborhood that we
woul d now call the South Village and that Little
Africa fell within the boundaries of our recent
desi gnation of the South Village H storic District.
And t hrough a designation report for the South
Village Historic District did discuss Little Africa
as well as the, the other denographics of the area
and the i mm grant groups but, as well as the
foundation and formation of Little Africa in that
area noting particular streets and even you know
people who live there as part of that community.

[ background comrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: And then ny
ot her question then is the notes that | have, the

summary sheet that | have says the owners are
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opposed. Are you saying that the present owners are
no | onger opposed?

KATE DALY: No, the current owners are
opposed to the designation. W’ ve been neeting with
them and, and have had many conversations with them
to explain to themwhat the regulation woul d nmean
and to make sure that they do understand the entire
| andmar ks process. Al though they’ re not pl anning
any serious changes to their building or any
alterations to the inportant historic felt they,
the felt that on principal they, they sinply didn't
want to get a Landmarks Commi ssion permt in
addition to a Departnent of Buildings permt in the
even that in, at sone tine they did want to do work
on the building. It’s a, it’s a residential co-op
bui | ding and they have no plans to denolish the
building or to significantly alter the building but
they chose not to support the | andmark designati on.
But we did have a very |engthy outreach process
with themto nake sure that all of their questions
were answered and that they had all the information
they needed in order to nmake that decision on their
posi tion.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you
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CHAI RPERSON KOO Ckay, anynore... Ckay,
so these two | andmark buil dings are in Counci
Menber Chin's area, district I nean and Counci
Menber Chin is supportive of the designations of
both itens to be designated historic | andmarks. So,
so public hearing for these two itens is al so
cl osed. Now we have one nore item 339 G and Street
House 20145189 HKMto apply as an historic
| andmar k. So Council, Ms. Daly can you...

KATE DALY: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON KOO .testify again?

KATE DALY: Thank you Chair Koo. For the
record ny nane is Kate Daly. |’mthe executive
director of the New York Cty Landmarks
Preservati on Conmm ssion. |'’mhere today to testify
on the Comm ssion’ s designation of the 339 G and
Street House in Manhattan. On June 28'" 2011 the
Landmar ks Preservati on Conm ssion held a public
hearing on the proposed designation as a | andmark
of the 339 Grand Street House. There were five
speakers of designation including representatives
of the Historic Districts Council, the New York
Landmar ks Conservancy, The Greenw ch Vill age

Society for H storic Preservation and the Bowery
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Al l'iance of Neighbors. There were two speakers in
opposition to designation including representatives
of the owner of the building and the Lower Eastside
BID. On Cctober 29'" 2013 the Conmmission voted to
designate the building a New York Gty individual

| andrmar k. The 339 Grand Street House was one of
only five federal style row houses built by John
Jacob Astor in 1831 to 1833. Astor at the tinme of
his death in 1848 was the wealthiest man in
Anerica. His wealth originally accurmulated in the
fur and china trades which largely concentrated in
New York City real estate after 1834. Early tenants
of the house included several dry goods nerchants.
The five Grand Street houses were devised by a
codicil to Astor’s will to six of his grandchildren
by his daughter Dorothea Astor Langdon. A partition
deed in 1855 provided for the 339 G and Street
House to be allocated to his granddaughter Cecilia
Langdon Denon Beck. A full lot rear yard addition
fronting on Ludlow Street was built in 1855. There
has been a store front at the ground floor of the
grand street facade since 1844. The house renui ned
in the Denon Beck famly until 1950. The 339 Grand

Street House is a remarkable, rare surviving,
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exanpl e of a federal style house in Manhattan. It’s
design is characteristic of the federal style and
t he house retains a significant anmount of its
original architectural fabric including its
original foreman materials, three and a half story
hei ght and 17 and a half food wi dth and front
facade with Flem sh bond brickwork, high peaked
roof and dormer. The early rear yard addition al so
retains a significant amount of its origina
architectural fabric including its three story
hei ght, flat roof, stone lintels and sills, and
cornice. O the five federal style row houses built
on Grand Street by John Jacob Astor the 339 G and
Street House is the only one that is largely
intact. The Conmi ssion urges you to affirmthis
desi gnati on. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KOO Counci | Menber Barron

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Yes, thank you
for your testinony. In the history that you ve
given for this landmark; it tal ks about the Lenape
I ndi an, the, Native Anericans which we call the
Lenape Indians and they're particularly interesting
to me because they are also the Native Anericans

that were part of the East New York Community so
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they are part of that. And then we did sone
research and we found sone renains of African
Anericans in the East New York section and the
Lenape I ndians were a part of that history as well.
In your third paragraph you tal k about

St enewi ck[ phonetic] and he held several positions
in the colonial governnments and you identify himas
havi ng participated in the slave trade but it

cannot be determined if he, hinself owned any
slaves. | would ask that you do further research
because soneone who participated in the slave trade
| woul d i magi ne would want nore of the benefits. So
| would ask that you do further research and find
out what was the extent and also to tal k about how
the slave trade enriched this country and this city
and how the benefits of the econom cs cane from

t hose who did the work and were not paid.

KATE DALY: That's certainly sonet hing,
an area that our staff has done a great deal of
research in and I'lIl take a | ook at the, that are
and talk to them nore about what were they able to
find that perhaps they thought didn't rise to the
I evel of including in the report or perhaps

docunents that couldn’'t be substanti ated or where
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t he docunentary evi dence was, was | acking and see
if we can take another | ook.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOO No nenber of the
public is here to testify so we will close the
public hearing. But I want to, want to enphasize
that these Landmark designations |ocated in Counci
Menber Chin's district and she is really supportive
of the designation of 339 Grand Street to be an
hi storic | andmarKk.

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON KOO Now we’re going to
have a vote on the first, the, the, the three itens
in Council Menber Chin’s area, district which is
i tem nunber 2014, 20145189, 2014186, and 20145189.
And, and al so 20145176. And the Chair will comend
a yes vote.

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Chair Koo.

CHAI RPERSON KOO: Yes.

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Council Menber Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO M. Chairman ny
apol ogies for being late, | had a flat. | don't
know how to use a jack and Superman was nowhere to

be found. And congratul ati ons on your new
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assignment. | ook forward to working with you and
aye on all.

CHAI RPERSON KOO Thank you

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Council Menber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | like to vote
aye on all and Supernman was here waiting to have

Tammany Hall called to the cal endar. Sorry about

t hat .
UNKNOWN FEMALE: Council Menber Levin.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: | vote aye on
all.
UNKNOWN FEMALE: Council Menber Barron.
COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | vote aye on
all with the understanding that there will be

further research done into the areas that |
expressed my concern about.

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Council Menber Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: Aye on all

UNKNOWN FEMALE: By a vote of six in the
affirmative, zero abstentions, and zero in
negatives the | andmarks designati ons of Tamrany
Hall, 39 Worth Street, 41 Wrth Street, and 39
Grand Street House are approved and referred to the

full Land Use Committee.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING MARITIME USES 36
CHAI RPERSON KOO Thank you. Ckay so,

the, the neeting s adjourned. Thank you.
[ gavel ]

[ background coment s]
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