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INTRODUCTION

On January 29, 2014, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 1055-A, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to requiring the New York City Police Department to report information concerning vehicle collisions in which a driver left the scene of the collision. This will be the third hearing on this bill.  The Committee will also consider M0009-2014, communication from the Mayor: Mayor’s veto and disapproval message of Introductory Number 1055-A, in relation to requiring the New York City Police Department to report information concerning vehicle collisions in which a driver left the scene of the collision.

The first hearing on this bill was held on December 4, 2013, and among others, representatives from New York City Department of Transportation and traffic safety advocates testified.  The second hearing of this bill was on December 18, 2013.  At that hearing, the Committee on Transportation voted 11-0 in favor of the bill, with no abstentions.  On December 19, 2013, the Council adopted the bill.  On December 27, 2013, the Mayor forwarded a message to the City Clerk and Clerk of the Council, indicating that he disapproved of the legislation.  On January 8, 2014, the Council received this veto, M0009-2014.  

In his veto message, the Mayor expressed concern that the legislation would be a drain on existing resources, and that the requirement for a brief summary of investigation could impede investigations and would not be enforced by the New York City Police Department.  Moreover, the Mayor noted that the mandate was “vague” and that it was “an unprecedented departure from the traditional balance and separation of powers.”
BACKGROUND

After years of decreasing traffic fatalities, New York City has witnessed an increase in the past two years. According to City data, in FY 2012 and FY 2013, there have been 176 and 168 traffic fatalities respectively involving pedestrians and cyclists, an increase from 158 fatalities in FY 2011.
 When it comes to fatalities involving motorists and passengers, there were 115 in FY 2012 and 93 in FY 2013, up from 78 in FY 2011.


In 2011, the Council enacted Local Law 12 (LL 12) which required the New York Police Department (“NYPD”) to post information on its website related to traffic collisions. The passage of LL 12 was intended to increase transparency about vehicular collisions, and help government agencies, safety advocates, and communities identify areas of the City that are dangerous for pedestrians. As a result of LL 12, the NYPD currently posts monthly citywide and borough-specific information regarding collisions and collision-related fatalities. 


Despite efforts to reduce traffic fatalities, “hit and run” collisions continue to kill and injure New Yorkers. According to statistics provided by NYPD, the Collision Investigation Squad investigated 58 “hit and run” cases in 2012, of which 15 resulted in an arrest.
 Numerous media reports and stories have documented instances of “hit and run” crashes across the city. In August 2013, a 5 year-old boy, Kyrillos Gendy, was killed in a hit and run in Staten Island. Kyrillos’s mother and sister were also injured in the incident. 
  In October 2013, a teenager in Woodside, Queens was killed in a “hit and run” collision.
 And in September 2013, a 59 year old grand-mother was killed in a “hit and run” crash in the Bronx.
  

The bill being considered today would require the NYPD to regularly report to the Council on hit and run incidents in the City, and to provide a brief description of the investigation of each such incident.
AMENDMENTS


Since the first hearing, several changes were made to the bill, including requiring the hit-and-run report to be submitted to the Council quarterly instead of biannually, requiring hit-and-run data to be posted on the NYPD’s website, and requiring information about the number of hit-and-run cases closed with or without an arrest to be included in the report.
ANALYSIS
	Section one of Int. No. 1055-A would amend section 14-153 of title 14 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by amending subdivision b and adding a new subdivision c. Subdivision b would be amended by adding language making it clear that the provisions of the subdivision apply to the data required by subdivision a of section 14-153. The new subdivision c of section 14-153 would state that for the quarter beginning July 1, 2015, and quarterly thereafter, the NYPD must provide a report, in writing, to the Speaker of the Council regarding the number of traffic-related incidents during the prior quarter that involved at least one vehicle and resulted in critical injury and where the driver of a vehicle involved in such incident left the scene of such incident without reporting, in violation of section six hundred of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law. The report would also have to include the number of such incidents the NYPD closed during the prior quarter resulting in an arrest being made for violation of that section of the Vehicle and Traffic Law and the number of such incidents the NYPD closed during the prior quarter without an arrest being made for violation of that provision of the Vehicle and Traffic Law. The data in the report would have to be disaggregated by precinct and the cross streets of the incident and the NYPD would also have to publish the data on its website. Additionally, the NYPD would have to provide to the Speaker of the Council in writing a brief description of what steps were taken to investigate each incident, noting the cross streets of the incident. The new subdivision would also define, for the purposes of the subdivision, "critical injury" as any injury determined to be critical by the emergency medical service personnel responding to the incident.
Section two states that Int. No. 1055-A would take effect immediately upon its enactment into law.

Int. No. 1055-A
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A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the New York City Police Department to report information concerning vehicle collisions in which a driver left the scene of the collision.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

           Section 1. Subdivision b of section 14-153 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 12 for the year 2011, is amended and a new subdivision c is added to read as follows:
b. The data required pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall be published on the department's website for the whole city and disaggregated by borough and police precinct, and shall be searchable by intersection, except for the data required under paragraph one of subdivision a, which shall be disaggregated by borough and police precinct only. Such data shall be updated at least once every month.
c. For the quarter beginning July first, two thousand fifteen and quarterly thereafter, the department shall provide a report, in writing, to the speaker of the council regarding: (1) the number of traffic-related incidents during the prior quarter that involved at least one vehicle and resulted in critical injury and where the driver of a vehicle involved in such incident left the scene of such incident without reporting, in violation of section six hundred of the vehicle and traffic law; (2) the number of such incidents the department closed during the prior quarter resulting in an arrest being made for violation of such section of the vehicle and traffic law; and (3) the number of such incidents the department closed during the prior quarter without an arrest being made for violation of such provision of the vehicle and traffic law. The data in such report shall be disaggregated by precinct and the cross streets of the incident and the department shall also publish such data on the department's website. Additionally, the department shall provide to the speaker of the council in writing a brief description of what steps were taken to investigate each such incident, noting the cross streets of the incident. For purposes of this subdivision, "critical injury" shall mean any injury determined to be critical by the emergency medical service personnel responding to any such incident.
            § 2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon enactment.
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