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CHARTER MEETI NG OF THE NEW YORK CI TY COUNCI L 4
CLERK MCSWEENEY: My name is M chae
McSweeney and | amthe City Clerk and Cl erk of
t he Council, and pursuant to Council rules, the
City Clerk and Clerk of the Council acts as the
presiding officer over the Charter Meeting
until the election of a new Speaker. Would
everyone please rise for the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance?
SERGEANT AT ARMS: Al rise.
[reciting the Pledge of Allegiance]
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Pl ease be seat ed.
Call for the Charter neeting, December 19'M,
2013, Honorable M chael MSweeney, City Clerk
and Clerk of the Council, 141 Worth Street, New
York, New York 10013. “Dear City Clerk
McSweeney, Pursuant to Section 42 of the New
York City Charter, the Charter neeting of the
2014 Council of the city of New York will be
hel d on Wednesday, January 8'" 2014 at 12:00
noon, in the Council Chanmbers, second fl oor
City Hall, New York, New York. Sincerely,
Christine C. Quinn, Speaker.” | order the call
to be received, ordered, filed and printed.

Pursuant to Section 42 of the New York City
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CHARTER MEETI NG OF THE NEW YORK CI TY COUNCI L
Charter, | call this meeting to order and I
will now read the conmmunication fromthe Board

of Elections. Decenber 12'" 2013, “Dear M.
McSweeney, the Comm ssioners of Elections at
their meeting held on Tuesday, Decenber 3'9,
2013 certified the Novenber 5'", 2013 General
El ection for nmenmbers of the City Council. The
foll owi ng have been el ected:

1%t District, Margaret S. Chin.

2"d District, Rosie Mendez.

3'd District, Corey D. Johnson.

A'™ District, Daniel R Garodnick.

5'" District, Ben Kall os.

6'" District, Helen K. Rosenthal.

7'" District, Mark Levine.

8'" District, Melissa Mark-Viverito.

9'M District, Inez E. Dickens.

10'" District, Ydanis A. Rodriguez.

11'" District, Andrew Cohen.

12'" District, Andy L. King.

13'" District, James Vacca.

14'" District, Fernando Cabrera.

15'" District, Ritchie J. Torres.

16'" District, Vanessa L. G bson.

5
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17" District,

Arroyo.
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19th
20N
215t

22nd

Const anti ni des.
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Julissa Ferreras.

Costa G
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Rory |. Lancman.
Dani el Dromm

James G. Van Braner.
| . Daneek M || er.
Ruben W I s.

Karen Kosl owti z.
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Ant oni 0 Reynoso.
Laurie A. Cunbo.
Robert E. Cornegy, Jr.
Rafael L. Espinal, Jr.

Carl os Menchaca.
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CHARTER MEETI NG OF THE NEW YORK ClI TY COUNCI L 7

39'" District, Bradford S. Lander.

40'" District, Mathieu Eguene.

41°" District, Darlene Mealy.

42" District, Inez D. Barron.

43"9 District, Vincent Gentile.

44'" District, David G Greenfield.

A5'" District, Jumaane D. WIlians.

46'" District, Alan N. Maisel.

A7'" District, Mark Treyger.

48'" District, Chaim M Deutsch,.

49'" District, Deborah L. Rose.

50'" District, Steven Matteo.

51°' District, Vincent M |gnizio.

Yours very truly, M chael J. Ryan,
Executive Director.”

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: | order this
communi cation to be received, ordered, printed
and filed. I will now performthe formal
cerenony of the duly elected Council Menbers
taking their oath of office. Wuld all Council
Members pl ease stand? Woul d everyone pl ease
rai se your right hand and repeat after me? I,

state your nane.
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CHARTER MEETI NG OF THE NEW YORK CI TY COUNCI L 8

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: do sol emmly swear
or affirm-

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: that | wil
support the Constitution of the United States--

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: and the
Constitution of the State of New York--

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: and the Charter of
the city of New York- -

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: and that | will
faithfully discharge--

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: the duties of the
of fice of--

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Council| Menber--

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: District nunmber--

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Borough of --
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[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: County of--

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: and the city of
New Yor k- -

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: according to the
best of my ability.

[reciting oath]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Council Menbers,
congratul ati ons.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: | will now cal
the Roll for the purpose of ascertaining the
presence of a quorum Arroyo?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO: Here.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Barron?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Her e.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cabrera?

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Here.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Chin?

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Here.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cohen?

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Here.
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CLERK MCSWEENEY: Constantini des?
COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cor negy?

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Present.
CLERK MCSWVEENEY: Crow ey?

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cunbo?

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Deutsch?

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Her e.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Dickens?

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: [off m c]
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Dr ommt?

COUNCI L MEMBER DROVM Her e.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Espi nal ?

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Her e.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Eugene?

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Her e.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ferreras?
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [off m c]
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gar odni ck?
COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gentil e?

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Here.

10




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHARTER MEETI NG OF THE NEW YORK CI TY COUNCI L
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gi bson?
COUNCI L MEMBER Gl BSON:  Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Greenfield?
COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Her e.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: | gni zi 0?
COUNCI L MEMBER | GNI ZI O:  Her e.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Johnson?
COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: [off mi c]
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Kall os?
COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ki ng?
COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Koo0?
COUNCI L MEMBER KOO: Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Koslowti z?
COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Lancman?
COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN: Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Lander?
COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Levin?
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Levine?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Here.

11
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CLERK MCSWEENEY: Mai sel ?

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Mark-Viverito?
COUNCI L MEMBER MARK- VI VERI TO: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Matteo?

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Meal y?

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Menchaca?
COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Presente.
[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Mendez?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Her e.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: M |l er?

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Pal ma?

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Reynoso?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ri chards?
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Present.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Rodriguez?

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Presente.

12
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CLERK MCSWEENEY: Rose?

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Present.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Rosent hal ?
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Her e.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Torres?
COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Treyger?
COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Her e.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ulrich?
COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH: Still here.
[ aught er]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Vacca?

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Her e.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Vall one?
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Van Braner ?
COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Here.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Weprin?
COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N:  Aqui .

[l aught er]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: W lians?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Thanks to

the people of the 45'" District, |'mstill

out to my momin the bal cony.
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[l aught er]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: W Is?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Present.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. We
have a quorum W II| everyone now pl ease rise
for today’s invocation delivered by M nister
Jason S. Riffe Abyssinian Baptist Church, 132
Odel | Cl arke Place, New York, New York 10031.

M NI STER RI FFE: Pl ease bow with ne
for a word of prayer. God eternal, we thank
you for this day. Please bless the agenda of
this meeting. Be with this freshman Counci
and freshman initiates of 23 Council Menbers.
We ask for unity among the full Council in
gui dance in the vote today. In your name we
pray, anmen.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: | recogni ze--at
this time, | recognize Council Member Dickens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you.
Thank you. | want to just take this time to
thank M nister Riffe for the work that
Abyssi ni an Baptist Church does in the District

and in the entire city of New York, from youth
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programs to senior programs, for famly
programs. | stand up and very proud that you
are in nmy District and that | attend services
at Abyssinian frequently. M nister Doctor
Butts has been a phenomenal shepherd of that
institution. Thank you. God bless. | nove to
spread the invocation in full upon the record.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you

CLERK MCSWEENEY: | now recogni ze
Counci | Menber Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: | make a
notion that pursuant to Section 46 of the New
York City Charter, the 2010 to 2013 Rul es of
t he Council as anended, be continue and in
effect until new rules shall be adopted or said
rul es shall be otherw se anended or nodified.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. They
will be a roll call vote to adopt that notion.
Arroyo?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO:  Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Barron?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Yes.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cabrera?
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COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Chin?
COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cohen?
COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Constantini des?
COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cor negy?
COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Crow ey?
COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cunbo?
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Deutsch?
COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Di ckens?
COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Dr ommt?
COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM  Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Espi nal ?
COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Eugene?
COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ferreras?

16
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gar odni ck?
COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gentil e?
COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gi bson?
COUNCI L MEMBER Gl BSON:  Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Greenfiel d?

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: 1gni zio?
COUNCI L MEMBER | GNI ZI O:  Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Johnson?
COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Kal |l 0os?
COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ki ng?
COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG. Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Koo0?
COUNCI L MEMBER KOO: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Koslowti z?
COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Lancman?
COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Lander?

17
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COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Levin?
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Levine?
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Mai sel ?
COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Mark-Viverito?
COUNCI L MEMBER MARK-VI VERI TO: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Matteo?
COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Meal y?
COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Menchaca?
COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Mendez?
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: M Il er?
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Pal ma?
COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Reynoso?
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Richards?

18
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Rodriguez?
COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Aye.
CLERK MCSWVEENEY: Rose?
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Rosent hal ?
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Torres?
COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Treyger?
COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ulrich?
COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Vacca?
COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Val |l one?
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Van Br amer ?

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Weprin?
COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: W I Ilians?
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: W Is?

19
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: The notion to
continue the Rules of the Council for 2010 to
2013 are carried by a vote of 51 in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, zero
abstentions. | will now open the floor for
nom nations for Speaker. | recognize Counci
Member Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Thank you
very much, M. Clerk. M colleagues, today is
a very special day. We gather today because we

have been honored by the people to represent

them here at City Hall, and in turn, we are
here today to select who anpobng us will [ead our
| egi slative body. | rise today to nomi nate

someone who has the vision and the record to be
a great | eader of our body, sonmeone who has
never hesitated to speak truth to power,
someone who has been able to forge consensus,
to build bridges across conmrunities, and has
uni que ability to bring people together.
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito is someone who has the

strength of character, the w sdom of
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experience, and the principled values to be our
voice here in the City Counci l

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Melissa is a
smart woman and a hard worker. She served as
the primary sponsor of key |egislation that has
been signed into |aw, covering topics including
tenant rights, building inspections, |ocal
representation on Parks Conservancy Boards, and
t he publication of statistics on donmestic
vi ol ence and hate crines. Melissa has al ways
been a voice for the voicel ess. In the City
Council, Melissa has worked to advance an
agenda focused on issues affecting working
class and low-income famlies, people of color,
yout h, seniors and inm grant conmmunities.

Ladi es and gentleman, this is a historic
nmoment, a historic noment. Today, we will be
electing the first Latino Speaker of the City
Counci | .

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: It is an
i ncredi bl e achi evenent for the nearly 30

percent of New Yorkers that make up the Latino
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community to have for the first tine a city-
wi de elected official. | urge nmy fellow
menbers to stand with me and give our Madam
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito, our undivided
support to nmove forward and conduct the
busi ness of the people of our great city. |
pl edge nmy support to Melissa, and as a proud
menmber of the Bronx del egation and as a proud
member of this City Council. | am honored to
nom nate you for the Office of the Speaker of
t he Council of the City New York, pursuant to
Section 44 of the New York City Charter for the
term commenci ng January 1%, 2014 and
term nating Decenmber 31°%', 2017.
Congrat ul ati ons.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: | now recogni ze
Counci| Member Barron.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you
Thank you. | first say that | give honor to
God who’'s the head of ny life. Secondly, to all
of my coll eagues here on the floor and

col | eagues of governnent who are seated on the
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side, | want to say | give recognition to you
in your positions. And | stand to say that |

ent husi astically second the nom nati on of
Counci | Menber Melissa Mark-Viverito to be our
Speaker. We have been el ected as has been said
already to be the voice of the people. W' re
here to make sure that their concerns are
addressed through the budget, through the
systens that we put in place, and through the

| aws that we enact. We bring a variety of
talents. We bring a broad swath of ages, of
experiences, of |life interests, of being in

| egi slati on and being in business, and being in
the community. We bring all of that to this
body to represent our diverse comunities. W
are in very challenging tines. W have a
conpressed econom c system We have high
unenmpl oyment, which is double in black and
Latino comunities. We have increased

honel essness over the | ast number of years. W
have an i nadequate educati on system that is not
preparing our children to go forth and to
function in our society. We have housing that’s

unaf fordable to | ow wage earners and m ddl e
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class workers, but with all of challenges cone
opportunities, and here today we have an
opportunity to select a speaker that will | ead
us as we go forth to address the needs of our
community, to address a justice systemthat we
know has much injustice in it and to correct
those injustices, and to make settl ements and
to go forward and to nake sure that people are
made whol e, to have an econom c system of

devel opment in our communities that is

bal anced. We have to realize that our
responsibilities to our communities, and as

t hi s budget process will be upon us in the next
few weeks, we nust make sure that we pass a
budget that reflects what we say we are about,
and we believe that in Melissa Mark-Viverito,
we will have that kind of acknow edgenent and
address the needs of our comunity and make
sure that we have systens and progranms in place
t hat nove all of us forward, and as a
collective, | invite all of my coll eagues to
join in nomnating and voting for Melissa Mark-
Viverito. Thank you.

[ appl ause]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHARTER MEETI NG OF THE NEW YORK CI TY COUNCI L 25

CLERK MCSWEENEY: | now recognize
Counci | Menber Dromm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM  Thank you
very much, M. Clerk. It is nmy great pleasure
to rise today to also second the nom nati on of
my great friend and coll eague, Melissa Mark-
Viverito, as the next Speaker of the New York
City Council. | am honored to have this
opportunity to create history in the city of
New York. Over the last six years | have
gotten to know Melissa, and she has proven to
be a wonderful friend, colleague and nentor.
She is the nost progressive elected official
know. Melissa is someone whose activismis
bot h passi onate and pragmatic. Her independence
is adm rable. Her understanding of issues
regardi ng prejudice and discrimnation are
innate, and her support for equal rights for
t he | esbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
community is unparalleled. | have been in the
roomw th Melissa when she advocated for an
i ssue that many thought was inpossible to
promote. | have wi tnessed her go up agai nst

powerful forces to do the noble thing. This was
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particularly true when she advocated for the
| CE on Rikers |egislation when the former Mayor
and Speaker were opposed to it originally. She
is a profile in courage. She is a fighter for
our imm grant comunities. She is a Latina. W
live in a denocracy and the majority of our
col | eagues have formed a coalition behind
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito to be the next Speaker.
Now is the time for us to unite and to get busy
wi th the business of government. Let’s nove
this city forward by voting for Melissa Mark-
Viverito as the next Speaker of the New York
City Council. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: | now recogni ze
Counci | Member Cornegy.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Testi ng,
testing, testing. Thank you very much, M.
Clerk. M colleagues, | stand tall and proud
today to second the notion as well for Council
Menber Melissa Mark-Viverito to be nom nated
for the office of Speaker of the City Council

Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito is a dedi cated,
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principled, and inclusive |leader. In many
ways, Melissa’s career has been building up to
this very nonent. From her time as a | abor
organi zer to a Conmmunity Board member to being
elected as the first Latino to represent
Spani sh Harlem to her time as Chair of the
Parks Comm ttee and finally, as Co-Chair of the
Progressive Caucus. Melissa s always shown a
uni que ability to bring people together toward
a common purpose. Melissa will be
representative of the people. She’'ll be a
chanpi on of the underdog. Melissa has a | ong
track record of collaborating with her

col |l eagues to get results. | ook forward to
working with her to serve underprivil eged at

ri sk youth, senior citizens, and small business
owners ensuring their voices are heard,
respected and acted on. As we |look at a city
that is becom ng increasingly majority mnority
it’s become increasingly inportant and
incredibly inportant to have the new City
Council’s | eadership be reflective and
representative of that shift. However, ny

support for Council Menber Mark-Viverito is not
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sol ely because she’s a woman or a Latina. It’s
because she’s denonstrated a grasp of the
i ssues and chall enges of the | east represented
and underserved communities |ike parts of the
36'" District that | represent. Before ny
election this year | had the pleasure of
serving as a legislative policy analyst here at
the New York City Council. | know from ny
experience as a staff menber that Melissa Mark-
Viverito has the respect and the confidence of
the entire institution. There are many
chal | enges ahead, but I'"m confident with
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito as our next Speaker.
She’ Il unite the City Council around conmmon
ground and she’ll help transform our body into
an effective, productive and strong institution
to better serve the people of not only by
district, but the city of New York.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: | recogni ze Counci l
Menber Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Thank you,
M. Clerk. It is with imense pride that I

stand before ny coll eagues to second the
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nom nation of Melissa Mark-Viverito to the next
Speaker of the City Council. Melissa Mark-
Viverito's vision for the new Council is to
make sure that prosperity shared nore equally.
New York City is calling for a nore progressive
government, a governnment that will address
growi ng problems |ike unenpl oynent, income

i nequality and wage stagnation. Melissa has a
plan to create good jobs, expand opportunities
and keep all New Yorkers safe. Melissa Mark-
Viverito is a | eader for inproving the way that
the City Council conducts business. She's a
passi onate advocate for reformto bring
transparency, hold city government nore
accountabl e and give our nenbership a greater
say in decision making. W owe it to the
people to elect a strong independent and
principle woman to | ead us in making decisions
that affect New Yorkers lives. W stand here
today with a historic opportunity to elect the
first Latino and person of color as Speaker. |
urge all nmy colleagues to vote for Melissa
because she is smart and a Latina, because she

is acconplished and a Latina, because she’s
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qualified and a Latina. It’'s monments |ike
right now that make me think back to when |I was
a young girl growing up in Corona | ooking for
role mopdel s and | ooking for inspiration. Wth
our vote today we can send a positive message
to every young girl that regardl ess of where
you come from so they can know that anything
is possible in our great city. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: | now call on
Counci | Menber Garodni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Thank you
very much, M. Clerk. Over a year ago |
offered nyself as a candidate to be the speaker
of this City Council, because | believed that I
could offer progressive | eadership and
i ndependence to a body to which |I am deeply
commtted. |In the intervening nmonths | have
enjoyed spending tinme in the Districts of many
of my coll eagues, getting to know your
concerns, the concerns of your constituents and
your own visions for the future. | thank you
for the opportunity to do that. It nade ne a

better public servant and it certainly deepened
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my affection for this great city, and you
should know I did it with the support of ny
famly, my wife Zoe, our two little boys Asher
[ phonetic] and Devin [phonetic]. | know Zoe was
sitting in the front over there. Devin started
to cry. | think she escaped at |east for the
noment. My dad who is here, David Garodnick.
My nom who | believe is watching this from New
York Presbyterian Hospital, and Mom Dad, |
| ove you both. Mom | hope you're feeling
better soon. My friend Ander Urlick [phonetic]
and so many others. Today, that process cones
to a conclusion, and in the spirit of
strengt hening the Council which ani mated ny
candi dacy fromthe start, | want to formally
concede to the next Speaker of the City
Council, my coll eage Melissa Mark-Viverito.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Thank
you, and | just want to say that | |ook forward
to working with Speaker Mark-Viverito and to
hel pi ng her ensure that we can deliver a sound
and responsi bl e governnment for all New Yorkers,

one that is fair, one that is reasoned, and one
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t hat serves as a respectful and strong counter
bal ance to the Mayor, and one where we
ourselves are bal anced and respectful of all
i deol ogi es, and a Council where nembers have
the roomto succeed and deliver for their
constituents. As for Melissa, she is a smart
and comm tted public servant, and we have
wor ked extrenmely well together over the years
fromimmgrant’s rights to tenant’s rights to
envi ronmental protections. And of course, |
| ook forward to supporting her work during the
course of this term | also want ny coll eagues
to know that it is not lost on me that this
becane a tense and grueling process for many of
us. Please know that | will do ny part to
resolve any riffs that this process nmay have
caused anong us, and |I'’m here to take any steps
necessary to help us nmove forward together, but
t oday, we say to our new Speaker,
congratul ati ons.

[ appl ause]

[of f m c]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: At this time, |

call on Council Member Mark-Viverito.
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[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER MARK-VIVERI TO: 1'd
l'i ke to accept the nom nation and ask for a
roll call.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. At
this time I would like to ask if there are any
ot her nom nations. Hearing none, | now cl ose
the nom nations and | will now take a roll cal
vote. Please indicate your selection by
stating the | ast nane of the candi date, and
there is only one candi date, Melissa Mark-
Viverito. So please call her by nanme. Counci
Member Arroyo?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO: Mar k-

Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Barron?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Melissa Mark-
Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cabrera?

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Mel i ssa
Mar k- Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Chin?

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: Can | have a

m nute to explain nmy vote?
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CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: First, | would
like to thank all the candidate for the Speaker
candi date and for this City Council, and | also
want to say thank you to Dan. | want to say
that | respect you, Dan, tremendously, and I
greatly appreciate your support this past year,
and | enjoy working with you and | | ook forward
to working with you over the next four years.
And | think you are a smart, capable, caring
| eader, and I'’m so glad that it all worked out.
And | know Melissa in the City Council and |
know she will be a great Speaker. New York City
is a progressive city, a city that voted | oudly
and clearly for progressive future. | think
Melissa will be a true partner as we work
together to ensure that every New Yorker can
build a better life here. And from a personal
note, as a woman of color, | am so excited to
be passing ny vote to elect the first woman of
color and a Latina to the City Council Speaker.
So |’ m passing nmy vote for Melissa Mark-
Viverito. Thank you.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Cohen?
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COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Melissa Mark-
Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Constanti ni des?

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cornegy?

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Melissa
Mar k- Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Crow ey?

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: Melissa
Mar k- Vi veri to.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cunbo?

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:  Mel i ssa Mar k-
Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Deutsch?

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Madam
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Di ckens?

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Melissa
Mar k- Vi veri to.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Drommt

COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM  Very proudly
cast my vote for Melissa Mark-Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Espi nal ?
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COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Melissa
Mar k- Vi veri to.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Eugene?

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Can |
explain nmy vote, please?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Thank you
very much. | didn’'t have any intent to speak
but | feel conpelled to do that. As--first of
all, let m comend and thank Daniel for doing
the right thing for the City Council and for
New York City. And | think this is a very good
exampl e how all of us should behave, cone
together to do the business of the city of New
York. As the first Haitian American elected to
the City Council, | feel proud to be part of
the history and to vote for the first Latina
Speaker of the City Council, Melissa Mark-
Viverito. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ferreras?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Meli ssa
Mar k- Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gar odni ck?
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COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Mar k-
Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gentile?

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Mel i ssa
Mar k- Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gi bson?

COUNCI L MEMBER Gl BSON:  Mel i ssa
Mar k- Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Greenfield?

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Melissa
Mar k- Vi veri to.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: 1 gni zio?

COUNCI L MEMBER | GNI ZI O MWV.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Johnson?

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: M. Clerk,
may | explain my vote?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: M. Clerk,
| had no intention of speaking as well today,
but I think it’s a tremendous occasion and |
rise to whole heartedly support Melissa Mark-
Viverito to be our next Speaker. | want to take
a nonent to acknowl edge what was said earlier

whi ch was a spirited contest, one of the nost
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open and | believe transparent processes that
has ever occurred in the race for New York City
Speaker, and Dan Garodnick is a friend, an
abl ed, principled, smart, progressive el ected
official who has shown his nedal and has been,
| believe, a star in the New York City Council.
So | appreciate what Dan said, and nmy hope is
t hat under Speaker Mark-Viverito' s very capable
and talented | eadership that this body will
come together, get to work, fight and work on
behal f of every day average New Yorkers who are
trying to make ends neet. As one of six openly
LGBT nmenbers of the New York City Council, as
someone whose father was a teamster and who
grew up in public housing, | proudly cast ny
vote today to Melissa Mark-Viverito who has
fought on behalf of those who have been
di sadvant aged and wi thout a voice in city
governnment. So | stand today to support her and
to thank Dan for all of his work that he has
done, and | look forward to working with both
of themin the City Council. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Kall os?
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COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: May | explain
my vote?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGOS: I’d like to
acknow edge a long tinme friend, colleague, now
col | eague, mentor, Dan Garodnick. You're a
nodel public servant and you're dedicated to
the greater good and think your actions today
speak | oud and clear. Thank you. The New York
Times has said that the next Speaker will be
judged by her independence, the ability to
reform Council rules, to introduce transparency
and accountability. Melissa Mark-Viverito is
far and away one of the Council’s nost
i ndependent. | have worked with her in the
caucus that she founded on drafting rules
reforms and was el ected on a pl atform of
transparency and accountability that | am sure
we can deliver together. | am proud to cast ny
vote for Melissa Mark-Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. King?

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG: Melissa Mark-
Viverito

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Koo0?
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COUNCI L MEMBER KOO: M. Clerk, can |
explain my vote?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO: My fell ow
col | eagues, today we are very happy here to
congratul ate Melissa Mark-Viverito to be our
next Speaker. This is a historic nonment,
hi storic day, first Latina, the first woman of
color to be our next Speaker. When we did the
pl edge--no, when we did the oath of office
t oday, when we hold up our right hand and if
you |l ook at this right hand, we have five
fingers. Each finger belong, represents one of
t he boroughs. Each finger had to work
together. The hand, if you chop off one finger
or two fingers, it won't be a cohesive body.
So, ny saying is from now on, we have to work
t oget her as a cohesive body. New York City is
one of the greatest city in the whole world,
financial center of the whole world. So we have
to do things right. In order for us to strive
and continue to be the greatest city in the
world. So, | hope we will work together from

today on. We forget our past; we work together
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with full cooperation. And this norning, when
| left my hone |I told my wife, | say, “Honey,
from now on, we have to start nore progressive
soup [phonetic].” Thank you. This is true.
Thank you. So ny vote is to Melissa Mark-
Viverito. Thank you.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you.
Kosl owt i z?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Melissa
Mar k- Vi veri t o.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Lancman?

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Mar k-
Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Lander?

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Request
perm ssion to explain my vote?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Wth deep

adm ration and congratulations to ny friend and

our new | eader who | know will be a smart,
fair, inclusive and transformative Speaker of
this Council. Wth very real gratitude to our

friend Dan Garodnick for helping to bring this

body together in the best spirit of unity and
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service, with a hearty wel cone to our new
col | eagues, whose passion to serve their
districts is already very clear, making sone of
us look old and slow, with resolute optim sm
t hat under her | eadership we will build a nore
transparent, effective, responsive City Counci
t hat enables all of us to represent and serve
our constituents and to create a nore just
vi brant and conpassi onate New York City,
proudly cast nmy vote for Melissa Mark-Viverito
as the next Speaker of this New York City
Counci I .

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Levin?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: Melissa Mark-
Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Levine?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: At which
noment to explain my vote? [off m c]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Ckay, thank

you. |’mnew at this. [speaking Spanish]
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito. | do speak English as
well, and | want to say this monent demands a

fierce determ nation to advance an agenda of
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soci al and econom c justice. This is the
phil osophy | hold, that | know the vast
maj ority of you hold, and I know for sure
Counci | Member Mark-Viverito holds. 1t’s why
" m proud to support you to be our Speaker.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Maisel?

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Melissa
Mar k- Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Mark-Viverito?

COUNCI L MEMBER MARK- VI VERI TO:
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Matteo?

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO: Mar k-
Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Meal y?

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY:  Mark-
Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Menchaca?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: May | have
a few mnutes to explain ny vote?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

UNKNOWN: A few m nutes?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Seconds. |

dedi cate my vote to the working famlies, to
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imm grants, to LBGT community, and to those who
are still recovering from super-storm Sandy.
[ speaki ng Spanish]. | vote for Melissa Mark-
Viverito. Thank you.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Mendez?
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Perm ssion
to explain nmy vote?

CLERK MCSWVEENEY: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | turned it
of f. Thank you. [|I’m going to do the Robert
Jackson. Coll eagues, | rise just ‘cause.

think I’ve been in a unique position as opposed
to all of my coll eagues, because | knew Melissa
and Dan before any of us served in the City
Council. We were friends and we were invol ved
in struggles. Dan and | working for our

communi ties that now border what is now our
districts, Kips Bay, Gramercy Park, parts of
Murray Hill, and Melissa and | becane good
friends in our struggle to stop the naval
occupati on of Vieques, Puerto Rico, and then
we’ ve been involved in many struggles since.

am very happy we are com ng together as a body
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t oday, [speaking Spanish]. | vote for Melissa
Mar k- Vi verito. Thank you.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Ml er?

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: M. Clerk,
one nonent.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Ckay. On
behal f of the people of the 27'" district and
the working famlies throughout the City of New
York, | cast my vote for ny good friend and
nmore than conpetent | eader, Melissa Mark-
Viverito. And to Dan, 1'd |like to say thank
you for bringing the body together. Thank you
for your efforts of com ng out and the support
t hat you have given nyself and the other new
menbers, and |’ m sure that we will collectively
do Yoman’s work. Thank you. Melissa Mark-
Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Pal ma?

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Mar k-
Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Reynoso?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: Sir Clerk,

can | get a moment to explain my vote?
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CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: [speaking
Spani sh] Melissa Mark-Viverito. Gracias.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you.
Ri char ds?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Mel i ssa
Mar k- Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Rodriguez?

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: May |
explain my vote?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: First of
all, I would like to dedicate my vote to the 70

percent of New Yorkers who in the |ast general
el ection say that there’'s two New York, and

t hat we have the responsibility to close that
gap, that we need to provide m ddle class and
wor ki ng class the opportunity to excel, that
every children should start their first line
runni ng a marathon to know what it is, to get
quality education. | would like to thank Dan
for his | eadership and his years in services,
but | also would like to dedicate this day to

Ritchie Peres [phonetic], who also was a great
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champi on, some that believed that Latino should
have a place in this city. There's a |ot that
we have to do. We as New Yorkers, | am so proud
to say that since they year--since ny 18 years
or so |I’ve been living in this city and from

t hat day on, |’ve been getting a |ot of
opportunity, but | never thought that one day I
woul d see sonmeone who came from anot her

country, Puerto Rico, who knows what it is to
be an i mm grant, who not necessarily afraid
it’s an issue undocumented people, but she
embrace it at her own cost. So [speaking

Spani sh]. Today we can say that New York City
wi Il have two nobre progressive |eaders in our

hi story, in our Mayor Bill de Blasio and our
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito. I'd also |ike
to say thank you to Seria [sp?] for believing
this effort and all 31 member who will stick

t oget her and the 20 Council Menmber who join us
t oday saying we are one body that and from now
on we'll be moving, closing this gap between

t he one percent and the 99 percent. Long live
the Wall Street Occupy Movenent.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Rose?
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COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: 1'd like to
explain my vote.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: I"d just |ike
to say to Dan Garodnick that you are really a
class act, and so gracious.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: And | can’'t
t hank you enough for bringing this body
together. This could have had a very different
outcome this morning, and it’s your | eadership
t hat brought us to this point today. | want to
say to nmy friend Melissa, expectations are very
hi gh of first and I know that to whom nmuch is
given much is required, and | know that you are
nmore than capable to do this job, will handle
it well, and hit the ground running, and | want
to say wonen rock. And | cast nmy vote for
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you.
Rosent hal ?

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: May |
have a nonment to speak?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Meli ssa,
as you know | represent the upper west side in
Manhattan whi ch as you know has a tradition of
strong, smart, independent wonen, and |’ m very
proud now to hold the seat, and |I’m very proud
to cast ny vote for you in that same tradition
of very strong, very smart, very independent
women. Thank you very nuch.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Counci l
Member Torres?

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Wel I,
expl ained ny vote, so Melissa Mark-Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Treyger?

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Perm ssion
to explain ny vote?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: \What we
wi t nessed earlier, Clerk, by the embrace by Dan
Gar odni ck and Melissa Mark-Viverito is further
proof that public service and our denocracy is
not a blood sport. It’s an honorable
enterprise, and | thank them both for their
| eadership and the exanmple they just set for

our entire body and the City of New York. And
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only in America can the first Russian speaking
menber of the City Council help elect the first
Latin American woman to the Speaker of the New
York City Council. | cast ny vote to Melissa
Mar k- Vi verito.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: [ speaking
Russi an]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ulrich?

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: Melissa
Mar k- Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Vacca?

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Melissa Mark-
Vi verito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Val |l one?

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: A brief
monment, M. Clerk?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: | have to
tell you, | adies and gentl eman, wal king through
t hese doors for the first time with my wife
this morning and seeing history be nade, a

uni que perspective | have because the shoes,
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Madam Speaker, that you re about to fill were
first created by ny father, the first Speaker.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Just God
bl ess everyone. You ve made us all very proud
Dad, we |ove you, and we did it. Madam
Speaker, way to go. And Dan, way to go ny
brother. Thank you. [off m c]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Van
Bramer ?

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: W th
perm ssion to briefly explain nmy vote?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So oder ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: First of
all, I want to echo all the kind words about
Counci | Menber Dan Garodnick who is one of the
smartest and one of the finest public servants
that |’ ve ever known, and | thank him for
everything that he has done today, and
everything that he will do in public service.
also want to say | take this voting incredibly
seriously because in many ways | feel |ike |
wasn’t supposed to be here. | vote for Speaker

Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito first and forenmost in

51
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honor of my mother, and | see Melissa s nother
is here, so she knows [appl ause] the pride, but
my nother was a cashier at a supermarket and |
was rai sed by her and ny stepfather who was a
janitor and a school cleaner, and everything
that | do, in everything that my public service
career is about is about making lives better
and easier for famlies like mne, famlies in
New York City who struggle to pay the rent, who
worry about the welfare of their children, and
| amso clear that to the core that is ny
m ssion. That is why | ran for office. It is
those famlies that | come from and that |
believe in, and it is with my nother in m nd
who is a strong woman, but who none of the
cameras and the press every saw go to work,
that | vote for Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.

[ appl ause]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. Weprin?

COUNCI L MEMBER WVEPRI N: Perm ssion to
explain my vote please, M. Clerk?

CLERK MCSWEENEY: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N:  Thank you

very much. Ladies and gentleman, | want to
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first congratulate all nmy coll eagues for their
re-election and those who are new to
congratul ate you all. This has been a |long few
nont hs, | have to say, and I'mreally proud to
be an elected official and delighted to be a
menber of this body. As many of you know, as |
was running for Speaker to the Council as well,
and had the pleasure of meeting will all of you
in your districts and with you and | earning
about you and your famly. | was very
passionate in what | did, you know, and talked

about and the reforns | tal ked about for this

body, I met with all sincerity and that’s one
thing I’m proud of. Everything |I said was the
truth and | spoke frommy heart. | sang, |

danced, whatever it took. And we need to work
as a body. |I’ve said that all along. We need to
be a united unit working together, |iking each
ot her, which we’'re going to work on, and we are
going to |like each other, because if we're

uni fied and respect each other we can get

t hi ngs done. One of the things | tal ked about
is we shouldn’t be afraid of descent. W

shouldn’'t be afraid of debate, of discussion.
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There's really nothing wwong with that. That’'s
denocracy. [applause] So | was going to nmake,
no matter how the outcome of this went, | was
going to make this same speech, maybe

enmphasi zing that debate part nore, because even
if we were voting for different candi dates,
don’t think it would make difference, because
|’mcommtted to this body and I’mcommtted to
t he hard-working elected officials who are
sitting here, who |I’ve gotten to know and I
l'ike, and I want to fight for that. And I'm

| ooking forward to working with our new Mayor
We have a lot in common he and |I. you know,

we’' re about the same age. We’'re both outer
borough public school parents. He's 6’5", |
was born on 06/05, but we have a job to do to
work to be--work with himon things that are
important to our districts, but also work to
oversight of his agencies and to be an

i ndependent body and to do our charter mandated
job of being the City Council. Let me just
finish up, because | want to just first

conpliment all the other Speaker candi dates who
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really all did a wonderful job, and |I nade a
st at enent - -

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER WEPRI N: | nmade a
statenment at one point that | was inpressed
will of themand | could be proud to stand with
any of them | got to single out Dan first,
just because the | ast few weeks have been very
t ough on a |l ot of us, but especially tough on
Dan. He has been strong. He has been
incredibly classy in the way he’s handl ed
hi mself with us, so | want to congratulate him
as well. He’'s a good friend of mne. W’ ve sat
together. It’s been a little awkward
occasionally over the last few nonths, but it’'s
been great to be his friend, and then lastly,
Melissa. Melissa, | have the utnpst respect
for you. I’ve said that all along. 1t’s not
i nconsi stent. [speaking Spanish] in any way
saying that | respect you. | like you. | |ook
forward to working with you. You are a very
smart, strong-willed woman who's going to run a
very tight ship and a good ship, including us

all, and | know the people around you are going




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHARTER MEETI NG OF THE NEW YORK ClI TY COUNCI L 56
to insist on that, and my commtment is to work
with you, and |I’'m happy we’ re together today
because we need to be unified. W need to be a
strong body, because | want to represent ny
district to the best of ny ability and

represent this city as an i ndependent counci

wor king with our Mayor, but standing up for

what we think is right. So congratul ati ons
Melissa and all the best.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you.

WIliams?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: | was
going to vote for nyself, but | remenber |
dropped out a while back. First, | just want

to say thank you to Dan Garodni ck whom

consider a friend on this Council. It should
not be |l ost the | eadership that you showed
today. You took this think as far as you
shoul d, as someone who’'s contendi ng, as someone
fighting. That is what democracy is about, but
to show | eadership and said the institution is
stronger than any one person, that should not
be forgotten after today. And | | ook forward to

continue working on the things as bill noves
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over. | continue | ooking forward to working on
t he things that we’ve al ways been working on,
and | really appreciate you. When | went into
the race a few weeks ago, one of my main things
was to make sure that the issue of diversity
was not lost. |I’mvery happy. | want to say

t hank you to all of us who ran and |I'm gl ad
that it was a good selection of qualified
peopl e who ran, and |’ m happy that diversity
guestion was still discussed. People use to not
listen to Council Menber Barron when he tal ked
about all the paintings that went in here and
the lack of diversity is inportant to people
who are not represented. So that question has
al ways got to be asked, and | know that nmny

nmot her when | was giving her all the trouble |
was giving her did not think I would grow up
and be the first Canadi an- American Counci
Menber, to not think after all the things that

| was going through with Tourette’ s Syndrome in
school that 1'd be here fighting for justice

i ssues, but | amin fact here, and |’ m proud
that |’mable to vote for someone who is going

to be first person of color ever elected in
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this body and be the first Latina to be a

58

| eader city-wide. That is very, very anmazing,

and |’ m so proud to do it for my Haitian

constituents | say tres bien. | don’'t speak

Spani sh, but | know this is muy, nmuy, nuy

Bueno. Right? Did | say that right? And now,

muy bien. What’'d | say? Alright, we re going

to work it out. Alright. But |I amexcited

t hat we have cone together today, and | hope we

all remember now the hard work of respons

governing that the people who voted us al

bl e

in

are expecting us to do together to hold the

Mayor account abl e but move forward

progressively is now beginning, and |I vote for

Mel i ssa Mar k-Viverito.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. W I I s?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: | could just

take nmy tinme. I'’mthe | ast person to vote,

SO

this is the only tinme it benefits me, right?

You know, a few nonths ago we sat here in

this

same chambers and we had a | ot of nmedia reports

and things we were debating, the CSA
| egi slation and they said that the Counci

torn apart and we woul d never be unified,

was

we
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woul d never vote together on a |lot of different
t hi ngs, and once again, it seens like we're
proving not only the city, the state, but
federal wong. A lot of media outlets and
different things |like that, they said we could
not come together over our differences. W
were a typical |egislative body, and today, |
think with this unani nous vote, with the

| eadership of Dan Garodnick bringing the
Council together behind MW, | think that we
shoul d have that noted today, and that should
be sonet hing that should be noted tonorrow in
every one of these nedia outlets, whether it be
print or television. So | cast ny vote for MW
t oday. Congratul ati ons Madam Speaker.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Thank you. By a
unani mous vote of all 51 menmbers of the New
York City Council, the Council Menmber duly
el ected as the Speaker of the Council of the
City of New York for the term comencing
January 1, 2014 and term nating December 315,
2017 is Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito.

[ appl ause]

[of f mi c conversation]
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:  We coul d ask
t he Council Menbers to take a seat, please.
Pursuant to Section 44 of the New York City
Charter and Rule three of the Rules of the
Council, 1 would like to designate ny good
friend and our fornmer coll eague, Public
Advocate Letitia James to be acting President
Pro- Tenpore. The acting President shall chair
all stated charter and special neetings.

[ appl ause]

LETITIA JAMES: It is my honor and
my privilege to now recognize nmy good friend,
my sister, the Speaker of this now united body,
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER MARK- VI ERI TO: Before
begin, obviously, I1'd like to recognize sone of
those that are here in the room | was going to
recogni ze our Public Advocate, but she has
assunmed the chair. The Conptroller of the City
of New York, Scott Stringer, nmenbers of
Congress, Nydia Val azquez, a dear friend and
ment or, [applause] Congress Member Joe Crow ey.

I’ m not sure where he’'s sitting, [applause]
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Bor ough President, Eric Adams of Brooklyn, and
| know our Deputy Borough President, former
col | eague, Di ana Reyna. Obviously, we said hi
and | was recogni zed, our fornmer Speaker Peter
Val | one. [appl ause] Fornmer Council Menmbers and
col |l eagues, Eric Dilan, Charles Barron, Lou

Fi dl er, Assenblyman and anot her fighter who has
been a mentor to nme, Assenbl yman Jose Rivera. |
know we have our former Council Menber Yuna

Cl arke [phonetic] that’s here as well.

[ appl ause] Former Assenblyman and the Brooklyn
Democratic County Chair Frank Seddio is here.

[ appl ause] And anot her mentor, soneone |’ve
known for many years is the former Bronx

Bor ough President Fernando Ferrer who is here
with us. [applause] So, gracias to everybody.
Thank you very nuch, and before | begin, I'd
like to say a few words in Spanish. [speaking
Spani sh] So thank you very much. [|’mvery
honored and truly humbled by this day. | want
to thank friends, nmentors, supporters, menbers
of the public who have cone today and those who
are watching online or on TV to witness our

denmocracy in action. | have to acknow edge,
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obviously, first and forenost, very speci al

62

guests that are here with ne. | have m famlia

that’s here, m ma ma [phonetic] from Puert
Rico is visiting, and my ol der brother Anth
Mar k [ phonetic] who' s there as well.

[ appl ause] They provided the foundation an
support that have helped me to arrive at th
moment and | want to thank them for their

constant support and for being here today,

o

ony

d

i's

and

| al so know that nmy father who never got to see

me as an elected official would also be

extremely proud today. | want to thank every

one of my coll eagues. \Whether you' re fromt
Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island, or

Manhattan, we all have the pleasure of serv

he

ing

in the greatest city in the world. | also want

to personally thank someone who has
denonstrated great courage today is nmy Coun

Menmber and col | eague Dan Garodnick. [appl au

cil

se]

Dan, we’ve been coll eagues since we were sworn

in together in 2006 and personally w tnesse
your swearing in and | ook forward to work
with you these next four years. You are an

i mportant and strong voice in the Council

d

ing

and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHARTER MEETI NG OF THE NEW YORK CI TY COUNCI L 63
we’'re lucky to have you in these chambers. I'm
proud to say that Council Member Garodnick and
| conducted the nmost transparent Speaker’s race
in New York City history with countless foruns
and debates, opening up the process |like never
before. And while it was difficult at tines,
that only makes today’s show of unity even
better. To ny coll eagues, | pledge you this,

| ook forward to working hand in hand with you
in your districts, comunities and

nei ghbor hoods. You all have a friend and an
ally in the Speaker’s office, and ny door wil

al ways be open. We will work together because
that is what New Yorkers expect and that is
what New Yorkers deserve. This council wll be
uni fied--1"msorry, my--he wasn’t here earlier
but my brother Randy cane here as well and |
just want to thank him for being here.

[ appl ause] We unite for a nmore equal and just
New Yor k where everyone, no matter what borough
you are from what nei ghborhood you were raised
in, or who your parents were has equa
opportunities. W will unite to create nore

af f ordabl e housi ng, inprove our educationa
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system and help those who have fallen on hard
times. We'll unite to fight to raise the

m ni rum wage for |ow wage workers at fast food
restaurants, car washes and airports.

[ appl ause] For our undocunmented imm grants who
are fighting for a pathway to citizenship, we
will unite to keep our econony strong whet her
you work on the Grand Concourse in the Bronkx,
Nort hern Boul evard in Queens, Flatbush Avenue
in Brooklyn, Victory Boul evard on Staten Island
or on Wall Street. We will unite for our brave
first responders at NYPD, FDNY, EMS and
Sanitation, our teachers, nurses, and everyone
who hel ps make this magnificent city run. And
yes, we will unite to hold the Adm nistration
and the Mayor accountable. [applause] This is
our vision for this City Council, unity,

i ndependence, integrity, transparency and
accountability. As many of you know, | came to
New York at the age of 18 from Puerto Rico and
| have |lived here ever since. | have al ways

|l oved the city. |It’s the place where ny nother
and ny father were born, the place where | canme

to visit nmy grandfather during the summer tinme,
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t he place where ny abuela who was part of the
early Puerto Rican mgration of the 1920’ s and
30's becanme active. In many ways, when | cane
to New York | was following the in footsteps of
my mat ernal grandnmother who uprooted herself
from Puerto Rico at the age of 18 to come to
New York City in search of a better life,
sonet hi ng unheard of at the time. Her daughter,
my not her, who proudly hails fromthe Bronx
went on to become a |eader in Puerto Rico's
fem ni st novenent, starting one of the first
law firms on the island | ed by women. So when
| came to New York, it was no surprise that |
found my honme in activism | have worked for
two decades at the grass roots in non-profit
organi zations, in |labor and as a public
servant. Today marks the cul m nation of those
years of service. As | stand here as the first
Puerto Rican Speaker, as the first Latina
Speaker, and the first Speaker to cone fromthe
Bl ack, Latino, Asian Caucus, and as the first
person of color, | remember ny tinme working
with young people at Aspida [phonetic] of New

York, a Latino youth | eadership devel opment
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organi zation. W taught these young people to
embrace their heritage and their identity, to
dream big and to work hard. | hope that as
young Latinas and Latinos are witnessing this
moment, they are able to dream that nuch bigger
and are inspired to work that nuch harder
because we have broken through one nore
barrier. Over the past few nonths | have laid
out for all you ny vision for Speakership that
is open, inclusive, and transparent, a

| eadership style that allows all voices to be
at the table helping to shape the direction we
take as a |l egislative body, a | eadership style
that puts the will of the menbers and the needs
of their constituents before the ambitions of a
Speaker. Many have stated that giving

addi tional power to individual memers wll

underm ne the ability of the Council to

function effectively, but | believe that
empower i ng each menmber will only nmean that al
of us will take greater ownership over this

body and work that much harder to preserve its
power and its integrity. This is our vision for

t he new New York City Council, and once again,
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a major gracias to all of ny colleagues. | |00
forward to continuing to work with each and
every one of you and to serve the great people
of the City of New York. Thank you.

[ gavel ]

[of f m c]

LETI TI A JAMES

fromthe Mayor.

Messages and papers

UNKNOWN: M6, Mayor’s Veto,
| ntroductory Nunber 172A.

UNKNOWN:  Fi nance.

UNKNOWN: M6, Mayor’'s Veto, Intro
Number 859A.

UNKNOWN: Public Safety.

UNKNWON: M7, Mayor’s Veto of Intro

Numbers 867A.

UNKNOWN:  Environment al Protection.

UNKNOWN: MB, Mayor’s Veto, Intro
Number 933A.

UNKNOWN:  Heal t h.

UNKNOWN: MO, Mayor’'s Veto Intro
number 1055A.

UNKNOWN:  Transportation.
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UNKNOWN: MLO, Mayor’s Veto, Intro
Number 1208A.

UNKNOWN: Civil Service and Labor.

LETITIA JAMES: Petitions and
Communi cat i ons.

UNKNOWN: ML1, Designation of
M nority Leader.

SPEAKER MARK- VI ERI TO: Recei ved,
ordered, printed, and filed. And--

LETITIA JAMES: [interposing] And I
recogni ze Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: Thank you,
and | want to call on Mnority Leader, Vinny
I gnizio to make sone remarks.

COUNCI L MEMBER | GNI ZI O  Thank you
very much. Thank you all, and thank you
Speaker Mark-Viverito, or Speaker MwW. On
behal f of the Republican del egation, Eric,
Steve, and nyself we wish you well and we | ook
forward. This is a great institution. | started
in this institution in 1997 as a staff nenber,
and | loved it then I love it now, and | think
t he press and those that are watching can take

homage and | ook at this body and see what a
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truly great body it is. There are people on
bot h sides who supported Melissa, those who
supported Dan, those who supported Junmmane,
wel |, Jumaane supported Junmmane. |’ m just

ki ddi ng. That genuinely--at least it’s you
standi ng and Cornegy. Look at nme conpared to
Cornegy. Who are genuinely good people, who
gave their word to soneone and stuck with it,
who believed in a candidate and stuck with
them and that’s what true denmocracy is all
about. M coll eagues on both sides of this
fight weren’'t fighting. They believed soneone
woul d be better juxtaposed to the other person.
We had two qualified candi dates, and now we
have one Speaker, and we all need to cone

t ogether, lay off what occurred and say we have
a job to do, because the people of the City of
New York elected us to go before them and say
we got your back. We understand there is fraud
in the system and we' |l use our oversight
power to get it, get to it. And by the way,

t hat doesn’t always put you at contention with
t he Mayor. The mayor wants us to find and root

that out as well. Where we disagree with the
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Mayor, this body will disagree respectfully.
Where this del egation disagrees with the
majority, this delegation will do it
respectfully. We don’t need to become some of
our other colleagues in other jurisdictions
around this country. This is the people’s
house. This will remain the people’ s house.
This is the | aboratory of people who want to
see good public policy. W test it out here,
and you know what, nore often that’s not. Goo
pi eces of legislation spread fromthis New Yor
City Council to the entire nation. And that’s
t hanks to my coll eagues right here. There is
a lot of work to do, but | could tell you, the
Republ i can Del egati on, the more centrist and
the more conservative, well you know what, we
don’t kids sleeping on the streets either. W
don’t want people in honeless shelters either
We don’t want our seniors, our aging
popul ati ons suffering because they can’t pay
for their own nedicine and they have to choose
bet ween medi cine and food. So you have a
partner in us, Madam Speaker. You all know the

Republ i can del egation in this body has al ways
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been one that could work with anyone and wi
continue to do so, and | am proud to be ele
by my great coll eagues here, the next m nor
| eader of the City Council. Thank you all
much. Thank you Madam Speaker.

[ appl ause]
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[
cted
ity

very

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERITO: |'d like to

nom nate the followi ng Council Menbers as

menbers of the Commttee on Rules, Privileg
and Elections of the City Council. 1'd Iike
nom nate Donovan Ri chards, Raphael Espinal,
Mar gar et Chin, Debbie Rose, Ydanis Rodrigue

and Brad Lander.

es

to

z,

LETITIA JAMES: The question on the

floor is whether the Council would agree wi
and adopt such nom nations. WII the clerk
pl ease call --

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:
[interposing] Hold on one second. |’m sorr
And 1'd like the Chair of the Comm ttee, Br

Lander.

th

y.
ad

LETI TIA JAMES: Again, for this roll

call, the question on the floor is whether

Council was- -

t he
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO:

[i nterposing] Sorry, we're all |earning on the

way here. | also have to nom nate nyself as a

member of the Rules Commttee. So | nom nate

mysel f.
LETI TIA JAMES: Are we now finished?
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: Yes.
LETITIA JAMES: Thank you. OCkay.

For this roll call, the question on the floor

is whether the Council would agree with and
adopt such nom nations. WII the Clerk please
call the roll?
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Arroyo?
COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Barron?
COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Yes.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cabrera?
COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Chin?
COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cohen?
COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Constanti ni des?

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES: Aye.
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CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cornegy?
COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Crow ey?
COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Cunbo?
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO:  Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Deutsch?
COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Di ckens?
COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Dromt?
COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM  Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Espi nal ?
COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Eugene?
COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ferreras?
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gar odni ck?

73

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Motion to

LETI TIA JAMES: Oh, yes.

Perm ssion to explain ny
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COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Thank
you. Madam Speaker, thank you for the
nom nations for the Rules Commttee. | think
we will--1 certainly would vote yes, but | just
woul d like to note that it does not include a
broader coalition of nmembers of the Counci
that | think probably should be included on the
list. So | think we should revisit that
guestion, but certainly we'll support this
nom nation today. | vote aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Gentile?

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: G bson?

COUNCI L MEMBER GI BSON: Yes.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Greenfield?

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Johnson?

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Kal |l 0s?

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ki ng?

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Koo0?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO:. Aye.
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CLERK MCSWEENEY: Koslowti z?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Lancman?

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Lander?

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: W th
hum lity and with a commtnent to honor the
vision |laid out by our new Speaker and with
respect to other comments that have been said
t oday about the need for unity for transparency
and for reformand a conmmtnment to make those
true of the rules commttee and of the body and
wi th thanks, aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Levin?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Levine?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Mai sel ?

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Matteo?

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Meal y?

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Menchaca?
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COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Mendez?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: M Il er?

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Pal ma?

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Perm ssion to
explain nmy vote?

LETI TI A JAMES: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Thank you,
Madam Public Advocate. | also want to echo the
sentiments of our coll eague Dan Garodnick in
asking for nore inclusiveness in this
commttee. | vote aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Reynoso?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ri chards?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Rodriguez?

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Rose?

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Rosent hal ?

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Aye.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHARTER MEETI NG OF THE NEW YORK CI TY COUNCI L 77

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Torres?
COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Treyger?
COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Ulrich?
COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Yes.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Vacca?
COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Yes.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Vall one?

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye as |ong

as the first rule is to open a wi ndow, please.

Viverito?

[l aughter]

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Van Braner ?
COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: Weprin?
COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: W I lianms?
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: W Is?
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye.
CLERK MCSWEENEY: 1gni zio?
COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI O Aye.

CLERK MCSWEENEY: Speaker MarKk-
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: | vote aye.

LETITIA JAMES: AlIl itenms on today’s
General Order Cal endar have been adopted by a
vote of 51 in the affirmative, zero in the
negative, no abstentions. We will now have
communi cations from the Speaker

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO: | would I|ike
to call this meeting to recess and will be
notified of the upcom ng neeting. Thank you.

LETI TI A JAMES: Thank you. The City
Council is now in recess.

[ gavel ]

[ appl ause]
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