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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 3

CHAlI RPERSON ARROYO: We're ready?
Okay. Good afternoon everyone. |’m sorry for
the delay. W’re kind of all over the place
today. M nanme is Maria Del Carmen Arroyo,
Chair of the Commttee on Health, and today the
Committee will be voting on two pieces of
| egislation. The first is Proposed Intro 933A,
whi ch woul d establish an ani mal abuse registry
and will prohibit people convicted of ani mal
abuse crimes from owni ng an ani mal and
establish crimnal penalties for failing to
comply with the law. This bill sponsored by
Counci |l Menmber Vallone will ensure that animals
do not end up in the hands of those likely to
m streat them We'll hear fromthe prine
sponsor in a mnute. The second piece, Proposed
Intro 1210A which would include electronic
cigarettes in the Snoke-free Air Act, sponsored
by Council Member Gennaro, Council Speaker
Christine Quinn and nyself. And this
| egi sl ati on would prohibit the use of
el ectronic cigarettes wherever smoking is
prohibited in the City. Before I turn over to

Counci | Member Vall one and then Council Menber
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH

Gennaro who have worked really hard on both of
t hese pieces of legislation. | want to thank
the Commttee Staff for the work that they’ ve
done to get us to today, Kelly Taylor, Counsel
to--our batting--what do you call that before
somebody comes up to bat? Pinch hitting. For
Dan Hayfits [phonetic] who brought, wel comed
his little girl into the world | ast week, baby
Vivian. Dan and nommy are doing well and we
wish themall well. So Kelly, thank you for
your work. We have Cristabel Ponn [phonetic],
policy analyst sonmewhere. Oh, he’'s in the
background. Francisco and Jeff Conpana
[ phonetic]. It’s not on here. Okay, there you
go. Thank you, Jeffery. Thank you guys for
t he work that you’ ve done to get us to today.
And now, Council Menber Vall one,
congratul ations. | know that you have been
wor ki ng on- -

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE
[interposing] Congratulations to you too.

CHAlI RPERSON ARROYO: [i nterposing]

this for a while.
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 5

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: | know t hat
you and your staff have been working on this
very hard for a long time. You know, our
animls give us so much. We only have to | ook
at today’ s papers that a dog that junped on the
tracks and did not nove away from his owner
despite a train bearing down on them They both
wound up goi ng under the train and surviving.
But we see this every day, and today we give
our animals a present for Christmas. Today we
give them the present of protection. Today we
are saying to ani mal abusers, “If you abuse an
ani mal, you cannot have another one.” Right
now, unbelievably, there is no | aw agai nst
that. You can abuse and torture ten animals
and go to a shelter the next day and lie and
get ten nore animals. We're going to put a
stop to that. This animal abuse registry is
much i ke, is alnmst exactly |like the gun
of fender registry and a sex offender registry.
It will be maintained by the City, and if you
are on this registry, this list will be
provided to the pet stores and animl shelters

and animal rights groups who will be able to
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 6
check this list and if you do get an ani mal
while you're on this list, you Il be guilty of
a m sdemeanor. So we are protecting our
ani mals, and not just in New York City because
as everyone knows, what we do here is copied
all over the place, and I'’m very hopeful that
other cities and other countries will now take
this exact same step to protect their aninmals.
It seenms |ike a conmon sense step. Again, |
want to thank you, Maria, and your staff. Sone
of the objections the adm nistration had raised
were they didn't think the Health Departnent
was the proper agency. We worked with them We
said an agency designated by the Mayor because,
you know, we’ve all worked with the Mayor-el ect
de Blasio. W know how nuch he | oves ani mal s,
and | think he’s going to have a whole new
agency to deal with animals. So |let him
desi gnate who should keep this list. So we got
t hrough all the problenms we had and | am very
proud of you guys and the fact that this is the
last bill that |1’ m passing and it’s one that |
really felt strongly about and nmy mom woul dn’t

let me come home for dinner if I did not get
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 7
this done, and now | can eat for Christms. So
t hank you all and |I | ook forward to voting aye.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO: Thank you,
Madam Chair. Thank you for your work on the bil

1210A. At first | want to congratul ate Peter

Val | one for his great bill that he s doing here
today, and | | ook forward to voting on Pete’s
bill when we get to the full Council, and | thank

you and your staff as |’ve said. Madam Chair, as
we all know, Intro 1210A woul d create parody

bet ween how tobacco products and cigarettes are
regul ated. Currently, about 18 mllion Americans
live in jurisdictions that regulate the use of e-
cigarettes in the same way as tobacco products,

al t hough our country has not seen fit to ban

t hese products, and we're not doing a ban. It is
interesting, | think notable, that to date the
foll owi ng countries, Argentina, Australia,

Brazil, Canada, Hong Kong, I|srael, Jordan

Panama, Singapore and Turkey have banned the

i mportation, the sale and the use of these
products for their own health reasons. You can
check with their respective health mnistries,

but this bill is not a ban. It was sinply, as you
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 8
said Madam Chair, cover the use of these devices
in the Snmoke-free Air Act. W’re doing the sane
thing as we did with tobacco cigarettes with
regard to the so-called tobacco shops or what we
call tobacconists, like the parallel entities,

t hese | ounges that are going to come into

exi stence and already in existence are free to
have people smoke the e-cigarettes there as |ong
as they get 51 percent or nmore of their revenue
fromthe sale of these devices just as we did
with the tobacconists, and | think it is notable
also that just in the |ast couple of days we have
t he executive summary, which | sent out to al

t he Council Menbers, of a study that was prepared
on behalf of the world health organization that
urges all jurisdictions around the country or
around the world rather to, you know, regulate

t hese devices in the same way tobacco is

regul ated. People who testified in favor of

this, of course, that we know is the Health
Comm ssi oner who al so made a comment the ot her
day in the New York Tinmes in an Op-Ed [phoneti c]
because there was some op-eds arguing for these

devi ces, and what the Conmm ssioner said in his
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 9
letter to the editor, just kind of read sone
excerpts fromit, that sone of the columists who
came out in favor of the e-cigarettes indicated
that they should be regul ated by the Food and
Drug Adm nistration as, you know, drug delivery
devi ces. These are the people arguing in favor of
t hese devices, and the Comm ssioner indicated in
his letter to the editor that he certainly
agreed, but he also indicated that the e-
cigarette conmpanies thenselves block this. They
don’t want to go to the FDA to be classified a
drug delivery devices. They would have to conduct
ri gorous studies to denonstrate that these
devices are safe and have sone effect in hel ping
to stop people from snoking. So they didn t want
to do this, so they sued the FDA in federal court
arguing that cigarettes should instead be
regul ated as tobacco products and they won. So
good for them So nmore than happy to oblige them
and have themregulate it as tobacco and I wi sh
to thank you madam Chair and your staff of the
Bl oonberg Adm ni stration and Comm ssi oner Farl ey
[ phonetic], the Canpaign for a Tobacco Free Kids,

t he Cancer Action Network, the American Acadeny
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 10
of Pediatrics, and the Coalition for a snoke-free
City, global advisors for smoking policy, ny
staff and all your staff to bring us to this good
day, and this--and | think 1"l just add one
ot her, you know, tid-bit in that you know, the
peopl e who--these devices are widely touted as
being able to, you know, help one, you know, wean
one selves off cigarettes, but the people who
make them are, you know, not in the drugs. To say
that they’'re not in the tobacco cessation
busi ness. You know, they’'re in the addiction
busi ness. And so, you know, this is what we're
dealing with, and you know, to have these becone,
you know, common place in public libraries,
subway cars, council hearings, day care centers,
it’s just not a city that | envision, and | think
it’s, you know, high time that New York City
caught up with the state of New Jersey, the state
of North Dakota, the state of Utah, many ot her
jurisdictions throughout the country. As | said,
18 mllion people, you know, live in
jurisdictions where these are regul ated equally,
and | think it’s time for New York City to get in

step with the times. And so this concludes ny
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 11
statenment, Madam Chair, and | thank you for your
i ndul gence.

CHAlI RPERSON ARROYO: Thank you. Thank
you both for your coments, and now | ask the
Clerk to call the roll. | recomend a yes vote
on--are we going to couple these and vote aye on
both or? Okay. So we'll do that.

CLERK MARTIN: WIlliam Martin,

Comm ttee Clerk. Roll call vote, Commttee on
Health. Items are coupled. Council Menber Arroyo?

CHAlI RPERSON ARROYO: Aye on both.

CLERK MARTIN: Val | one?

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Briefly
excused to explain my e-cigarette vote? You
know, | did nmy best to listen to all sides when
it comes to e-cigarettes, and however, at the end
of the day, and literally, at the end of a |ong
heari ng day, every study that one side had was
countered by a study fromthe other side, and I
just don’t think we know enough right now about
the effects of what are in these pipes and the
fact anyone could put whatever they want inside
these pipes to allow themto be vaped in

restaurants, on subways, in classroons next to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON HEALTH 12
peopl e and next to kids. So I don’t think we know
enough, and while | do think this legislation my
go too far, it is the only piece before nme. So |
am going to vote aye, and | do want to
congratul ate Council Menber Gennaro for his work.
Aye on both, obviously.

CLERK MARTI N: Vann?

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN: Aye on both.

CLERK MARTI N: Di ckens?

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you
Madam Chair, may | please explain my vote?
want to congratulate first Council Member Vall one
on the passage of his legislation which is |ong

over due. Abuse has been all owed of animls, and

so | strongly support that. | also want to thank
Counci | Member Gennaro on his bill. I'm
concerned, but there--I too, |ike nmy coll eagues,
have |istened to both sides. |I have sone serious

issues in light of the fact that there is no
federal regul ations governing this. The fact that
there’s been no discussion about the closed

devi ces versus the open devices. The open devices
does allow for changes to be nade. You can

virtually go into a e-cigarette store and make up
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 13
your - -manufacture, if you will, your own whatever
you want to put in it. The closed device does not
allow for that. | have tried to weigh both sides
because of nmy concern on health. M husband died
from lung cancer just about six nmonths ago, and
it was from years of smoking cigarettes and
unabl e--the patch did not help himto stop
smoki ng and he was unable to do it on his own.
was a long tinme smoker and | managed to cease
smoki ng not because of the patch but because |
just finally was able to do it on nmy own, because
| ”ve devel oped a cough and I was fearful. But
havi ng said that and my concern about the
| egislation, the fairness of it, the fact that we
are unable to legislate the closed versus the
open e-cigarettes. There's been--1 have not
heard any real discussion fromeither side as to
the difference and what the closed cigarette does
versus the open. | know | was at the hearing
when it was being utilized and abused in fact in
the council chanbers by so many of the advocates
and supporters in their zeal to get us not to
pass this |egislation. So, Madam Chair, | raised

t hese i ssues knowi ng that | have |l ost a husband
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COM TTEE ON HEALTH

to cancer, I’mgoing to vote for this,

14

but I'm

very concerned about voting for this in the way

it is and without a consideration to the vari ous

different e-cigarettes that are avail abl e out

t oday and wi thout federal regulations about it.

Aye on all.

CLERK MARTIN: Mendez?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Perm ssion to
explain my vote? Madam Chair, | was here for the

hearing | ast week briefly because | had sone

other matters to attend to, but | did go back and
read a lot of the testinmony. | read the briefing
paper. |1’ve spent the |ast few days speaking to

both sides, and after a | ot of deliberation and

bei ng concerned about vaping going on in places

like libraries and ot her areas where chil dren

will be, | vote aye on all

CLERK MARTI N: Rose?

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Madam Chair,

perm ssion to explain my vote? | probably have

been the | ast person to sort of arrive at sone

sort of decision in terns of how | want to vote

on this issue today. First, | want to say | vote

aye on Council Menber Vallone's bill.

" m sorry
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 15
it took so long for this bill to be passed. |
| ove dogs. And with that said, on Intro 1210A, |
have literally agoni zed over this vote an |I’ve
reviewed a | ot of the information, and so |
arrive at my vote today still not having been
di ssuaded that e-cigarettes have no cessation--
have no value as a cessation device. |I’ve tal ked
to a nunmber of people who have used this
successfully and feel that it is. And | fee
that the research is lacking and I want to
encourage nore research, that nore research be
done, not only in terms of its value as a
cessation device, but also what exactly is being
exuded in the vapors. But with that said, since
this is just a parody issue and it only regul ates
t hese devices in already regul ated spaces for
regul ar cigarettes, I’mnot sure. | reluctantly
vote yes for this |egislation.

CLERK MARTI N:  Van Branmer?

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Perni ssion
to explain my vote? First of all, | just want to
congratul ate Council Menber Vallone on his bill
and thank himfor all of his great work on behalf

of pets and animals, and | also want to thank and
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 16
congratul ate Council man Gennaro for caring about
the issues that he so passionately cares about.

| have supported every piece of health

|l egislation as it relates to snoking because |ike

so many people and |like Council Menber Dickens,
my stepfather passed away four years ago from

|l ung cancer and | watched a very, very painful
and difficult process and death and |I don’t want
anyone to have to experience that. And | thought
a ot about this bill, but I too was at that
heari ng where some fol ks snoked their e-
cigarettes and lit their e-cigarettes, and |
haven’t said this to themyet, but actually
Counci | Menmber Vallone had some quotes in the

paper the next day which actually had a | ot of

effect on how | feel about this issue, because he

said, you know, “l could snell something. | could

sort of see something. We just don’t know what
that is yet. And so you can’t say nothing is
happeni ng. We just don’t know what it is.” And
t hought about that, and we don’t know yet if
that’s not sonmething that’s terribly unhealthy.
We just don’'t know that yet, and in the absence

of knowing, it seems prudent to take these steps
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 17
whi ch are not banning the use of e-cigarettes,
but sinmply bringing theminto conplying with the
act we already have established and I think that
makes sense, and if we as a council and as we as
peopl e can prevent one person from taking up
smoki ng and dying a painful death that ny
stepfather did, I"'mcommtted to doing that every
single time, and so that’'s why | will probably
vote yes on both these itens.

CLERK MARTIN: By a vote of seven in
the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstention, both items have been adopt ed.

CHAI RPERSON ARROYO: We're going to
| eave the vote open for a few m nutes. Council
Menber Eugene and Rivera are in the building.
We're going to give them an opportunity to step
in and vote. Thank you ny coll eagues. Have a good
afternoon. [off mc] They’'re in the building.
Have we heard from Eugene? Okay. So then he can
close it out? Okay.

CLERK MARTI N: Council Menber Rivera?
Counci | Member Rivera?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI VERA: Aye vote on

al | .
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CLERK MARTI N: Vote stands at eight
the affirmative. Council Menber Eugene?

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: | vote aye.

CLERK MARTIN: Final vote in the
Committee on Health nine in the affirmative,
in the negative, no abstentions.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Thank you.
now t he meeting’ s adjourned.

[ gavel ]

18

in

zero

And
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