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STATED MEETI NG
[ gavel ]
COW TTEE CLERK: Roll call.
[ background comrents, pause]
COW TTEE CLERK: Arroyo.
COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Here.
COW TTEE CLERK: Barron.
COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: Brewer.
COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: Here.
COW TTEE CLERK: Cabrera.
COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Here.
COW TTEE CLERK: Chin.
COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Her e.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Conrie. Crow ey.
COUNCI L MEMBER CROWALEY: Here.
COW TTEE CLERK: Di ckens.
COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Here.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Dil an.
COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: Dronm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROWW Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: Eugene.
COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ferreras.
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STATED MEETI NG
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: Fidler.
COUNCI L MEMBER FI DLER: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: G bson.
COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: Gar odni ck.
COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: GCennaro.
COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO: Here.
COW TTEE CLERK: Gentile.
COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Here.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Conzal ez.
COUNCI L MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Greenfiel d.
COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: Hal |l oran. 1gnizio.
COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI G Here.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Jackson.
COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Here.
COW TTEE CLERK: Janes.
COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: Ki ng.
COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Present.

COM TTEE CLERK: Koo.
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STATED MEETI NG
COUNCI L MEMBER KOO. Present.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Koppel I.
COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

COMW TTEE CLERK: Koslowitz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Her e.

COW TTEE CLERK: Lander.
COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Her e.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Lappi n.
COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: Here.
COW TTEE CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N Here.

COW TTEE CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Present.

COW TTEE CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Her e.

COW TTEE CLERK: Nel son.

COUNCI L MEMBER NELSON: Her e.

COW TTEE CLERK: Pal na.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Her e.

COW TTEE CLERK: Recchi a.

Meal y.

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: For the | ast

[laughter, collective “awmw’, appl ause]

COW TTEE CLERK: Reyna.
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COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: Ri chards.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Present.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Rodri guez.
COUNCI L MEMBER RORI GUEZ: Her e.
COW TTEE CLERK: Rose.
COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE: Here.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ul rich. Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Al npst no

| onger here.

UNKNONW MALE: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Here.
COW TTEE CLERK: Vann.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN: Here.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Wepri n.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N:  Her e.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Wi amns.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Here.
COW TTEE CLERK: WIIls. Oddo. Rivera.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI VERA: Here.
COWM TTEE CLERK: Speaker Qui nn.
SPEAKER QUI NN:  Her e.

CORM NGE [sp?] present.
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STATED MEETI NG 8

[ pause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: My col | eagues
pl ease rise for the invocation being delivered
today by Reverend Joseph Tol ton.

REVEREND TOLTON: The peace of God be
with you today. God of grace and God of nercy we
recogni ze, acknow edge, and enbrace your nmjesty.
God who is sovereign we solute your diverse
mani f est ati ons and cel ebrate each of your majestic
nanmes. Throughout this year these public servants
have made a deep and wi de investnment of their total
being in devel opi ng policies that woul d strengthen
the lives of New Yorkers. And on this day | pray
God that you reward each of them personally. In
2013 these public servants have fought for better
nore productive public schools that our children
may be educated and prepared to thrive in our
gl obal village driven by innovation. God | pray
that in return you will inpart onto each of thema
new creative and inspired idea as they prepare for
what their individual next chapter will be. These
public servants have fought for better wages for
| abor, opportunities for the mddle class, and

prosperity in our small and corporate business
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STATED MEETI NG 9
communities. In return | pray God that there would
be no lack in their lives. May their cupboards be
filled and may they be bl essed with abundance for
their service. This year these public servants have
fought for fair policing practices that uphold the
civil rights of every New Yorker. | pray God that
in return you bless themw th divine protection.
These public servants this year have nmi ntai ned
diligence in the need for gay, |esbian, bisexual
and transgender New Yorkers to be safe as we live
our truth without shame. In return | pray God that
in the marriages, unions, relationships, and
covenants of these public servants that there m ght
be joy, peace, stability, and fulfilnent. Every
i ndividual within this body of organizers has said
yes to the awesone call and chal |l enge of public
service. For their courage and commtnment | pray
God that you pronote each one of them and take them
to the next level in every dinmension of their
lives. This |I pray in the name of all that is good.
Amen.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very

much. Council Menber Brewer.
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STATED MEETI NG 10

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | nove to spread
t he invocation by Reverend Tolton in full upon the
record and | just want to thank the reverend, the
| ocati on where he preaches he’s phenonenal and the
bui | di ng was | andmar ked many years ago. It is the
hone of a wonderful food pantry, a church, a
synagogue, a theatre, and it’'s very telling and
very appropriate that this wonderful reverend wll
be part of such a phenonenal institution. Thank you
very nuch

SPEAKER QUINN: If | could call on
Counci | Menber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you Madam
Speaker. Angeline Theresa D Fiore known to famly
and friends as Terry was a Brooklyn kid born on
January 15'", 1949 in a hospital on Washi ngton
Avenue not far fromthe Brooklyn Miseum She used
to say she went four blocks to the right to grade
school, four blocks to the left to high school, and
15 bl ocks to coll ege, Brooklyn College of course.
QO her than to travel she left Brooklyn for only
three years when her famly noved to Long I sl and.
As soon as she could she noved right back to

Brooklyn. Terry didn’t know fromthe woman’s




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 11
novenent alt hough she grew up on the cusp of it and
lived right through it. But she broke gl ass
ceilings all over the place. She was a girl playing
basketball with the guys at Farragut Park. She was
one of the top fermale referees of woman’s high
school and col | ege basketball. She was the second
wonman code inspector hired at HPD and they gave the
girl the village so that they woul d keep her safe.
|’ ve been told that Tony C i pman’ s[ phoneti c]
favorite, she was Tony dipman’ s[ phonetic] favorite
i nspector. She rose to be Deputy Chief Inspector of
Manhat t an before she noved to HPD s divi sion of
al ternative managenent prograns. At DAMP where she
realized she had to fight to get the vacant
position of Director of Till Tech over nen who had
been there | onger. She did and she got the
position. After she left HPD in 1996 she consulted
as a construction manager for several years,
anot her nontraditional job for a woman. And finally
using the site safety nmanager |icense that she had
earned in the early 1990s she worked to keep
construction jobs sites safe for workers and the
general public by ensuring that construction was

done following the rules and regul ati ons of the
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STATED MEETI NG 12
federal occupational safety and health
adm ni stration yet another nontraditional job for a
woman. Last week Terry |ost her battle with PSP,
progressive supranuclear palsy. It is a rare brain
di sorder that causes serious and progressive
problens with control of gate and bal ance and
thi nking problens. It is a debilitating di sease.
Terry is survived by Sandra Abransom her w fe of
two years and her partner for 15 years prior to New
York state passing the Sane Sex Marriage Act. Sandy
hired nme in ny first full time job as a tenant
organi zer of St. Ni chol as nei ghbor preservation
corporation in Brooklyn. |1’ve net a |ot of
i ncredi bl e out individuals in the housing and
tenant rights novenent and | am a better person
because of all of them So to those of you who are
still here Sandy Abransom Sully
Rol | en[ phonetic], Harri et Cohen, M chael MKee,
Margarita Lopez, and Christine Quinn thank you. And
like Terry you all continue to break gl ass
ceilings. And for you Terry, thank you for making
Sandy so happy. God speed. Keep an eye on us and we

prom se to keep an eye on Sandy for you. Thank you.
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STATED MEETI NG 13

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you. If | could
ask everyone to stand for a nonent please.

[ pause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you Madam
Speaker we now nove on to adoption of the mnutes.
Counci | Menber Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N: Thank you M.
Chair. | nove that the mnutes of the stated
meeting of Novenber 26'", 2013 be adopted as
pri nt ed.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered.
Messages and papers fromthe Mayor?

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Conmmuni cati ons
fromcity, county, and borough offices?

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Communi cati on
fromCty, County, and Borough O fices?

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Petitions and
Conmuni cati ons?

COWM TTEE CLERK: None.
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STATED MEETI NG 14

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Land Use Call -
Ups?

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Communi cati on
fromthe Speaker

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you. Let nme first
recogni ze that we have famly nenbers with us
today. W& have nenbers of M ke Nelson’s famly up
here in the front; his daughter and w fe.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: So we want to thank them
very much for being with us. In the back we have
sonmeone who has been an inspiration not just to
Counci | Menber Jim Gennaro but to many of us in her
valiant struggles and an inspiration in nuch of the
t obacco control |egislation we've done. They both
have been. Jim Gennaro’s wonderful w fe Joann and
hi s beautiful daughter Christina.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: So thank you for being
here and thank you for all of your inspiration.
Before | talk about each in great detail of the 26
pi eces of legislation we’'re passing today no |I’'m

only kidding. But we are passing 26 pieces of
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STATED MEETI NG 15
| egi slation today which for council historians |ike
Garry Allman is a record. This is the nost pieces
of legislation passed in any one council nmeeting in
the city council’s history.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: This year is also the
year in which this city council passed nore bills
than any city council ever has in one year. So
those are two things to be proud of.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: But obviously this is
the | ast stated council neeting for nyself, shhh,
and a nunber of city, other city council nenbers.
And | just want to take a nonent to nention sone
t hi ngs about the council nmenbers who will not be
returning and then open it up to other counci
menbers and then 1'Il say a few words and we’ ||
nove on to legislation. First this is going in
nunmerical order so there is no Manhattan bias but
in district 5 Council Menber Jessica Lappin and |
t hi nk many of us have known Jessica for a long tine
since she started off as a staff nmenber here for
the forner speaker. She has been a very strong

chair of our aging committee. She pushed forward
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STATED MEETI NG 16
the silver alert system fought to get changes nmade
on the city and state | evel for senior adult
daycare centers, places that were really abusing
seniors and their famlies, fought not only to get
seni or noney back in the budget but to get it
expanded | ast year, the only thing to be expanded.
And on top of that created five new schools in her
district. So congratul ations Council Menber Lappin.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: Qur Manhattan Bor ough
President Elect is an exiting Council Menber Gale
Brewer who is presently the chair of our Gov. Ops.
Conmm ttee but kind of the creator and nother of our
Technol ogy Comrittee. And there are too nany
t echnol ogi cal advances and in transparency,
t echnol ogi cal advances to highlight but Gale thank
you for all of themand |I think even at two stated
neetings ago you said you were excited about one of
them which is quite an acconplishnment when it cones
to legislation. In the 7'" district Council Menber
Robert Jackson who is chair of our Education
Conmittee and the co-chair of the black, |atino,
and Asian Caucus. And they always say you know j ust

don’t talk the talk, walk the wal k. Nobody
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STATED MEETI NG 17
opitimzes that better having wal ked to Al bany for
our children and been just as doggit and focused
every day in the council for our public school
children is Robert Jackson

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: So congratul ati ons
Robert. In the Bronx we have Council Menber Qdiver
Koppel | the chair of our Mental Health Commttee.
It was a very strong advocate in the budget to nake
sure that funding for people with nental health
chal | enges was never fogotton. He is the author of
our fire safey bill as well as many pieces of
| egislation in Al bany and havi ng been a forner
assenbly nenber and former attorney general Qi ver
was al ways very hel pful in the denocratic caucus
giving us...he’s not here, nuch perspective. So
we'll tell himwe tal ked nice about hi mwhen he
wasn’'t here. Qur mpjority leader fromdistrict 15
in the Bronx Joel R vera.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: He, when elected to the
council was the youngest person ever elected at 22
years of age. He, when he was chair of our Health

Conmittee he hel ped nove the transfat ban al ong
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STATED MEETI NG 18
with Council Menber Vallone and others and calorie
| abeling in New York City restaurants as well as
working with Jimnore recently on raising the age
to purchase tobacco in New York. So Joe
congratul ati ons and thank you. In Queens in
district 19 Council Menber Halloran. Dan has had a,
a long record of service in the council, the police
departnent, the fire departnent, OVB, and as an
eagl e scout so we wi sh Dan the best of | uck

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: The council will be
w thout a Peter Vallone but we will have a Vall one
soon and want to thank Council Menber Peter Vall one
Jr. who has been the long tinme chair of our Public
Safety Committee. He was one of the |leaders in the
fight to keep the 9/11 terror trials out of New
York City. He’'s the author of a |aw that makes it
illegal to sell graffiti tools to mnors and many
other anti-graffiti efforts. W know that’s been a
personal passion for Council Menber Vallone. So
t hank you very nuch

[ appl ause]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 19

SPEAKER QUI NN: Ji m Gennaro, the chair
of our Environmental Protection Committee and |
think it’s fair to say...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: There is no el ected
official in the history of the city of New York who
knows as much or has done as nuch to protect the
envi ronnment of New York City and the planet as Jim
Gennaro has done and we’ve been |lucky to have been
|l ed by you in those efforts.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: We don’t know if his oi
and whatever that crazy nagazi ne you were in, those
cover, you know centerfold days will continue but
we will watch them In district 27 Council Menber
Leroy Conrie Jr. nost recently the chair of our
Land Use Committee, the Deputy Majority, the Chair
of the Queens Del egation...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: Leroy is, has been
appoi nted and will soon be the Deputy Borough
Presi dent of Queens.

[ appl ause]
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SPEAKER QUI NN: And as that appl ause
i ndicates Leroy is one of the nicest sweetest
peopl e you ever got the ability to work with any of
us, a fellow Leo and he and | spoke our own
| anguage in | eadershi p. When Leroy didn’t |ike
sonmet hing he’d go; [grunt] and sonmebody just say is
that a one grunt or a two grunt how nuch you hate
this legislation. And he al ways hel ped us work it
out. So thank you very very nuch Leroy. In Brooklyn
in the 34'"" district Council Menber Diana Reyna who
is...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: ..the chair of our Small
Busi ness Conmmittee. She has focused on ways to
advocate and help the 220 thousand smal |l busi nesses
in our city. She has been one of the | oudest and
strongest voices for real affordable housing in
Br ookl yn. She has been unwavering in her efforts
around mnority and wonen owned busi nesses and to
reduce solid waste and have fair, just solid waste
pl ans. And | know she didn’t finish everything she
wanted to do on that so those of you who are
returni ng save Diana a seat because watch out she

just said she’s com ng back on that issue. And |
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STATED MEETI NG 21
will help in any way I can Di ane. Council Menber
Ti sh Janes our Public Advocate El ect who...
[ nterpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: .this, this was a
seam ess transition. She is the chair speaking of
sanitation of our Sanitation and Solid Waste
Commttee. She was the | ead sponsor of the safe
housi ng | aw which |’ve spoken nmuch about what |
think is really one of the greatest acconplishnents
of the city council. She was also the forner chair
of our Contracts Committee and no one will ever
forget Tish at the oversight hearing on the snow
storm And | will leave that at that. At district
36 Al Vann the chair of Conmunity Devel opnent
Commi tt ee.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: He is, he is our
majority whip. He’'s a public school teacher, |ong
time nenber of the assenbly. He served as an
el ected official in one capacity or another for 40
years in, as chair of our Community Devel opnment
Commttee and in all of his work he’s focused nost

significantly on helping | ow i ncome New Yorkers and
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STATED MEETI NG 22
reduci ng poverty in our city and enpowering peopl e.
And Al ...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: | just want to say you
are sonmebody who has lived a life of service to
this city. Youre a role nodel for all of us. And I
know you inspire and give all of us courage because
you have stood up not just when it was easy but
when it was hard and really dangerous and at tines
put your life on the line. So thank you Al for
changing this city for us.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: In district 37 sonmeone
who didn’t think he would quite as busy as he was
when he said yes to chairing Housing and Buil di ngs.
H's nane’s Eric Martin Dilan. And in that capacity
he’s worked to create housing | aws and policies
t hat enmpower tenants but are fair to owners. He's
gone through many construction rel ated i ssues very
effectively with Council Menber Lappin. They took
on the issue of cranes when they were in enornous
danger in the Cty of New York. And that was not
easy but both of themtogether nade an enornous

difference to nmake building safe in the city of New
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STATED MEETI NG 23

York. So Eric thank you for always keeping up with
one of the busiest agendas ever. Council Menber
Sara Gonzal ez.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: Sara is the chair of our
Juvenile Justice Conmmittee and | just want to nake
note that in addition to being a sponser of
extending rent stabilization and fighting very hard
for literacy prograns when they were nergers around
agenci es that take care of juvenile offenders. Not
necessarily a group that has a | ot of advocates. No
one was nore focused on the details and maki ng sure
that those young people got the attention and care
they could to start their Iives over and Sara you
really were a voice for those children when no one
was really watching out for them So thank you
Sar a.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: The shrinking violin of
the New York City Council Charles Barron

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: Charl es, oh get your
fingers out of your ears. Charles you are sonebody

who is true to your convicitions, has the courage
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STATED MEETI NG 24
of his convicitons, certainly not afraid to stand
alone, and is loud and strong and clear for the
i ssues, the communities, and the things that you
believe in. And thank you for always being that in
every Stated Council neeting.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: And no | don’t care how
much you beg you can’'t take Thomas Jefferson statue
hone.

[l aught er]

SPEAKER QUINN: | don’t care what you
say. The chair of our Youth Services Conmttee Lou
Fidl er and Assistant Majority Leader.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: There’'s a | ot of
acconplishments we could nmention as it relates to
Counci| Menber Fidler but | know that the one
nearest and dearest to his heart is the funding
that was just baselined for runaway and honel ess
youth in the city’ s budget. That program..

[ nterpose]
[ appl ause]
SPEAKER QUI NN: ..exists and is now

basel i ned and those children have places to sl eep
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because Lou stood up for them And | am al ways very
fond of telling folks that it was not a nenber of
the LGBT Caucus who got that program established
for honel ess and runaway and LGBT youth or fought
the hardest for it but it was and is Lou Fidler and
| think that speaks volunmes. So thank you very rnuch
Lou.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: It’s so great that
Mke's famly is with us today. M ke Nel son soneone
M ke, Jimry, and | were elected on the sane day in
1999. M ke is chair of the Civil Service and Labor
Conmm ttee and al so the Jewi sh Caucus. He has been a
trenmendous advocate for better |ocal preventive
health care fromflu shots to mammograns to bl ood
drives. He was also chair of our Waterfront
Committee and fought hard for access to the
waterfront and to make sure we had a real plan for
how to devel op the waterfront and he’s al so focused
on legislation to bring real penalties to
architects and engineers who's falsely certified
bui l di ng plans which is very dangerous. Thanks. So
t hank you so rmuch M ke.

[ appl ause]
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SPEAKER QUINN: And in district 47
Counci | Menber Domenic M Recchia, Jr.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: | don’t know...

[i nterpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: | don’t...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: | don’t know how many
other people in this roomhave nore than one
Dormeni ¢ Recchia in their life but none the less his
nmessage i s always Council Menber Donenic M Recchia
Jr., not to be confused with your other friend
Domeni ¢ Z. Recchia the 3'¢ but... And Dorenic has
been our culturer. He’s been our finance chair. In
t he past coupl e of budgets when we’ve had to wait
those extra day or so that’s because we sent
Donenic in to fight for that last bit of noney the
adm ni stration didn’t know that they wanted to give
either to CASA or to school aids or other inportant
prograns. He's brought his experience as a school
board nenber to nmaking our work on behal f of
schools a mllion tinmes better and nore

conprehensive. | think even the other nenbers who's
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districts were hard hit by Sandy woul d agree that
nobody was out there nore, nobody through their
heart and soul into it nore than Donenic Recchia in
his district. In fact the mllion dollar drive that
brought backpacks and, and, and markers and pens
and not ebooks to children who | ost those in their
school s or homes during the stormwas because of
Domeni ¢’ s advocacy. A couple of years ago the
effort to fix the m stake nmade by the Departnent of
Fi nance in assessnents was | ed by Donmenic. And
Donenic I, | know everyone will agree with this.
Whether it’s fighting for Coney Island, fighting
for seniors, fighting for Staten Island, fighting
for cultural institutions or libraries nobody,
nobody puts nore heart into the fight than Donenic
M Recchia, Jr. So...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: And | ast but not | east
and I want to recognize that his fiancé Kim
Peterson is here with us. So let’s hear it for Kim
oh there’s Kim Carrie was bl ocking her is our
mnority | eader Jimy Oddo. Jimy, MKke, and I ...

[ nterpose]

[ appl ause]
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SPEAKER QUINN: Ji mmy, M ke, and | were
el ected on the same day February 16'" in 1999.
Jimy and | worked as staff nmenbers together, were
on the Health Conm ttee together before | was chair
and when | was chair. W had sone of our nost, |
think if I do say so nyself nenorable Health
Comm ttee hearings in those days where we
adj ourned, kicked comm ssioners out of the room
made them cone back, nade them swear that they had
not told the truth earlier in the hearing and then,
and on and on. | won’t go through all the details.
But Jimry is sonebody who probably as nuch if not
nore than ne loves this institution, believes in
its power, knows the difference that we can nake in
the lives of New Yorkers, soneone who has nade sure
the issues of his district whether it was traffic
or wonmen not having access to manmmograns, or the
high rate of breast cancer, or school children in
non- publ i c schools not being able to go to school
because there wasn’t nurses or the need for real
parks and real schools and real affordable housing.
Wl |l those are all of the issues that Jinmy has
champi oned as a Council Menber. It’s the ones he

will fight for as Borough President. | don’t think




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 29

the Mets will do any better just because you're
Borough President but let nme tell you. You know
peopl e have often, sonetines called Staten Island
the forgotten borough which I don’t, | know isn't
true fromny persepective but there is no way that
will ever be true when Jinmmy becones the Staten

I sl and Borough President. | just want to say you
know during, there’'s a lot 9,000 you know m |l 1lion
stories | can tell about Jinmmy Oddo but the one in
some ways that’s nost, one of the ones that’s nost
poi nent for ne is during hurricane Sandy Ji nmy
literally I eaving his house, getting in his truck
whi ch you, we say like it’s an energency vehicle,
it’s just a jeep yeah and driving to a friend s
house because they were in the attic and didn't
know i f they were going to survive. And when Ji nmy
told me he was going to do that. | didn't know if
Jinmmy was going to make it there and back. Wen we
di scussed himcalling his friend back and sayi ng go
in the kitchen and get the biggest knife you can
find so if they have to cut their way out of the
attic into the roof they have sonething. It was

really heroismand Jinmy | just want to thank you
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for that heroismthat day and every day on the New
York City Council. So that is..[interpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: COkay. So that is from
through all five boroughs or exiting Counci
Menbers. Let me next call on Fernando Cabrera and
then any other Council Menbers that want to say
anything and then I will come back for a few words
and then we will nove on to |egislation. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Thank you so
much Madam Speaker. As the co-chair of the Bl ack
Latino, Asian Caucus | first want to give you
t hanks for all your support. And today | rise.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: And |’ m goi ng
to ask all of the nenbers of the Black, Latino,
Asian Caucus if you could stand with nme because |
want to take a nmonent to honor our co-chair of the
Bl ack, Latino, Asian Caucus, Robert Jackson.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: W want to
honor you and thank you for seven years of
exceptional service as, as the Black, Latino, Asian

Caucus co-chair. Commttees that you served, you
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were the chair, you still the chair of the
Education Comrittee, Contracts, and al so you're
serve in the Contracts, Finance, Housing and
Bui | di ng, Land Use, and Zoni ng and Franchi ses,

Rul es, Privilege and El ections, Sanitation and
Solid Waste Managenent, and Standards and Ethics.
Hal | mar ks of your co-chairmanshi p includes canpaign
for fiscal equity, labor, “stop, question, and
frisk” policy reform justice for Central Park 5,
African Burial G ound Museum mnority and woman
owned busi ness enterprises, right to worship, solid
wast e managenent plan, inmmgrant justice at |CE,
FDNY diversity, living wage, five borough taxi

pl an, jobs to build on. We thank you for all of the
wor k that you have done. W honor you. And we're

| ooking forward to seeing what you' re going to do
next in the future. God bl ess you.

[ appl ause]

ROBERT JACKSON: |I'm |’ m honored and to
serve all of you and as a co-chair of the Bl ack
Latino, and Asian Caucus for the past eight years.
You know you can’t do it by yourself. There' s 27 of
us that work together along with all of the staff

and, and nenbers of the city council in order to
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try to do the best we can. Had only for the people
that we represent which are nmgjority black, Latino,
and Asian but for all people of New York City. And
| thank you very nuch. |’ m hunbl ed.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Next we have
Counci | Menber Levin followed by Council Menber
ddo. O no, I'msorry. Actually we have Counci
Menber Rubin WIls first sorry.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: M. Mjority
Leader | ask for permission to vote on all of Land
Use Cal |l ups on General O der Cal enders.

PRESI DENT PRO TEMPOR: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Thank you. | vote
aye on all.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Now we have
Counci| Menber Levin followed by Council Menber
Gddo.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: M. Mjority
Leader ...[i nt er pose]

SPEAKER QUINN: Let’s just hold for a
mnute just till we finish the pictures so, and
then, so we don’t m ss anybody.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: Ckay Madam

Speaker .
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SPEAKER QUI NN: No probl em

[ pause]

SPEAKER QUINN: Great. Ch Rose. Here
cones Rosi e.

[ background commrents, pause]

SPEAKER QUINN: Great! Yay!

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: Counci | Menber Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN. Thank you Madam
Speaker and M. Mjority Leader. | just wanted to
take a nonent to, to offer ny, ny deepest thanks to
all of the nenbers for whomthis is your | ast
stated neeting. And | want to thank you Madam
Speaker and all of ny colleagues for teaching ne
what it nmeans to be an elected official, what it
nmeans to serve our constituents, the citizens of
the city of New York honorably and honestly and,
and to fight for the things that matter. And | want
to just truly acknow edge your work and, and thank
you for, for what you have taught ne. In particular
| want to thank Speaker Quinn for your |eadership
and, and for keeping all of us on the right, on the
right track and, and telling, you know giving us

great, great guidance. And | also want to
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acknow edge two col |l eagues in particular Domi nic
Recchia and Eric Dilan who have really served as
big brothers to ne and have, have taken ne through
this, through this, this, these past four years in
a way that, that I will never forget. So | want to
thank you all very very much and | will, | wll
truly mss you. Thank you

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much Council Menber and M nority Leader Jinmy Gddo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO: |, | hope ny
coll eagues don’t mnd if | take a few nonents to
sort of remnis alittle bit. I knowit’'s probably
not hard for you to imgine that even as a kid |
was kind of wound a little tightly and was pretty
intense and had a chip on ny shoulder. In ny little
sort of big fish in a small pond at St. Darthy’s
was a little bit of a tough guy. So at our
graduation after spending nine years with ny
cl assmates when | started to cry, actually started
to bawl ny eyes out ny classmates were shocked and
they started to cry and the parents saw all of us
crying and they started to cry. And I, | don’t want

to have a Brett Farve nonment here but...[interpose]
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[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDG: | just, 1’ve been
here for 22 years, first seven as a staffer and
then 15 as a nmenber. And it’'s, it’s been the
bl essing of ny life. And I’ ve been thinking about
how I could capture and explain to each and every
one of you what this has been |ike and, and show ny
appreciation and | keep com ng back to one story.
And it’s, it’s kind of difficult. Fromthe nmoment I
was a staffer | always found stated neetings to be
just this adrenaline rush. It’s always been such a
great day here. The energy, the protest, the press
conferences, and even when | was a staffer | use to
bounce in and out of this building and | use to say
to Conni e Tininey[ phonetic], the great Connie
Ti ni ney[ phonetic] let nme see what kind of trouble I
could find. And one stated council neeting ten
years ago for sonme reason | didn’t do that and |
spent nost of the day, nost of the nmorning in ny
office. And when it was tine to cone on the floor
instead of making the left outside of the mnority
| eader’s office and com ng straight into chanbers |
made a right and I took the | ong way down, went

down the stairs, went past room nine saw our friend
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Jeff Rhoda just sitting on the bench. | renenber
slapping himin his knee and | wal ked past a few
steps and | heard rat-a-tat-tat and it was a
fraction of a second but you try to process and I,
it sounded to ne |like when you have folding chairs
and they slide and they hit one after another. And
the next image | have in ny mnd is being down the
hall with the door in front of ne heading to the
basenent. Survival instinct takes over. | was going
to get out of there and get to safety. And then the
next thing I know | was running up the stairs to
where that noise cane fromto those gl ass doors
over there. And I, Karl always yells at ne that |
was, | opened the door and was yelling at Speaker
Mller to get out and he was telling himstay down.
| tell you this story not because | think it’s
particularly heroic | tell you this story because |
di d what each and every one of you would have done
i f someone cane into your hone and was threatening
your famly. And that’s the gift that you all have
given ne. | never had hatred in ny heart but | had
nmy fair share of ignorance and you guys have
stripped that fromne. And | cone froma pl ace, |

had a great chil dhood, but I cane froma place that
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| looked |ike everyone, everyone |ooked |ike me, |
sounded | i ke everyone, everyone sounded |ike ne.
And | wal k out of here and sone of the people I'm
closes to aren’'t white, aren’t catholic, aren’t
straight. And you ve taught ne to be a better
person. And for all the frustrating nonents |’ve
had in this body what you all have given ne is a,
an absolute gift. And | hope in ny next chapter in
ny life there’s sonebody that I work with, with the
energy of RJ. | hope | get to work with people who
are as inherently good human bei ngs as Leroy Conrtie
and Annabel Palma. | hope | work with people who
have t he passion of Jimy Gennaro. | hope | have a
friend who | could go to whose advice is al ways
sound who | respect imensely who | can speak to
about the nobst serious things and then in a dine
switch and tal k about rotisserie baseball |ike Lou
Fidler. I hope |I have sonmeone who chal | enges how I
think the way Charles Barron did. And I will close
nmy thank you’s with two people. To ny best friend
in this body the cosinent team player, a person who
made this job even nore fun when it was fun and
made it bearable when it was unbearable. That's

Vinny lgnizio. And to Christine Quinn and ny friend
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for 20 years. For 14 nonths | had to hear every one
of your faults and everyone of your weaknesses on
the radio, on TV, and in person. And | want you to
know that you are smart, you are funny, you are
good. And nmy only wish for anyone in this body is
for themto have had the bl essing of being your
friend as you have given to ne. And | know you have
great things ahead. And I want to thank you for
everything you ve done for ny district. And | want
to thank you for making ne a better person. So God
bl ess each and every one of you.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Counci | Menber
Rodri guez is next.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: First of all
| would like to say Happy Holiday to everyone and
t hank you all ny coll eague for allowmng ne to do a
| ot of things together. One thing that | know we
all have learned is always do the right thing so
that we can go to sleep in peace and wake up in
peace. Second | would like to ask perm ssion to
vote aye on Land Use and all general orders.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | vote aye.
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Ckay thank you.
W now nove on to Council Menber Jackson

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you. My
colleagues | rise in order to say thank you for
the...[i nterpose]

[ background comrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: ..t he menber
that says ny colleagues | rise. So you guys are
going to miss that.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: But so | am so
pl eased and bl essed and | thank all of you for ny
service of 12 years and |I’ve had fun, it’s been a
| ot of fun and |I’ve enjoyed every mnute of it. |
say to you that | thank you for all of the staff
t hat have your years of experience and
understanding in dealing with all of the issues and

concerns. And Madam Speaker | say to you that too

many comm ttees that | was on, | was on eight
different commttees, | was co-chair of the Bl ack
Lati no, and Asian Caucus, | represented the Caucus

on the budget negotiating teamand | tell people in
nmy district that | spent 95 percent of ny tinme here

at city hall representing themand representing the
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people of the city of New York. And it’s inportant
to note though that this is just another chapter in
our |lives. And noving forward and we | ook back and
reflect on all of the friendships and all of you,
all of you ny colleagues and I’mgoing to turn to
you, you're all my brothers and sisters. And |
really nmean that fromthe bottomof ny heart. And
to give you an exanple of that and | tell that to
ot her people is because |I’ve given blood, |I’'ve
given plasma, |I'mregistered in the bone marrow
bank, and I'mregistered that if | ambrain dead I
will give ny organs to help other people to live.
And when soneone does that they are truly froma
human bei ng point of view we’'re all brothers and
sisters. And | love you all. Believe nme even it’s
the ones that 1'’d westeled with and fought wth
and what have you so forth. But | think positive in
that things will work out. And Christine Quinn |et
me just say that we didn't agree all the tinme but
you are a |l eader. Regardl ess of what some of the
peopl e may say from a negative point of view you
are a | eader, you have stood up, and you stood
tall. And as far as ny relationship with you as the

| eader of this body and as a nenber of the City
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Council | thank you. My district thanks you. And I
renmenber one thing reflecting when several years
ago when the mayor was going to |ayoff 6,000
teachers and about 27 nenbers of this body signed a
pl edge that we woul d not pass the city’ s budget
unl ess the noney was restored. And | pleaded with
ny col l eagues on this floor that if you sign that
pl edge please stand up now and 20 out of 27 nenbers
stood up tall with nme. That sent a nmessage to this
adm ni stration and to you Madam Speaker that we
were serious about taking care of business. And
under your | eadership 120 mllion dollars was
restored and there was no | ayoff of any educators
inthe Gty of New York. | thank you on all, behalf
of all those people.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: And let ne just
say to Chuck, Ranpbne, and all of the staff, Rob
Newmran all of you. You do a fantastic job on behal f
of all of the nenbers.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Sone nenbers

may think differently but the majority of them know
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t he tough work that you do 24 hours a day on behal f
of the nenbers, 51 nenbers of this body.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: And whoever
whoever the next speaker is | would hope that they
know that the years of institutional nenory that
this staff has is for the betternent for the people
of the Gty of New York. Let nme thank a coupl e of
peopl e personally. | have 11 staff nmenbers on ny
i medi ate staff; Joanna Garcia, ny chief of staff,
Davi d Adorno, ny |egislative and budget director,
Chi oma Chakam Coordi nator of Scheduling and
Pl anni ng, Francis O Connor, ny public relations and
nmedi a person, Darial Quinsec[phonetic] is ny policy
anal yst and | egislative analyst. And then ny
community staff; Juan Rosa, ny director of
community affairs, Sara Mrtgage[ phonetic], ny
executive assistant, Martin Collins, ny senior
community |iaison, Elizabeth Pyanno[ phonetic],
Shelly WIlianms, and Hyel Sanchez[phonetic]. Those
are the ones when | was spending 95 percent of ny
time here at city hall taking care of the business
of the constituents that we represent in Northern

Manhattan. And so al so the Education Conmttee
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staff; Asia Schanberg, Jan Atwell, Joan
Pavoni [ phonetic] ...[i nt er pose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Regi na Poreda
Ryan, Cristina Parodi, San M guel let me thank al
of you because you were fighting to nmake sure that
this body represented by our speaker and all of us
was fighting on behalf of the 1.1 mllion children
of New York Cty. So |I thank you on behal f of the
mllion children that we represent. But also with
the land use staff; Gale Benjanin, finance staffs...
[ nterpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: ..Preston
Ni bl ack. And the legal, the legal staff. Let ne
thank all of you and | can’t nention everyone’'s
name but | say to all of you, you are an integral
part of this body that nmake it work. Jeff and
everyone. And | can’'t nention all of the nanmes but
all of you. You act as one on behalf of all of us
and on behalf of all of ny colleagues we | ove you
all. God bl ess you.

[ appl ause]
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COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: W wi sh you the
best next year and beyond to you and your famlies.
Thank you very nuch

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. We have Council Menber Julissa Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: And | have to
followthat. | just want to say thank you. It’s
been an amazi ng experience working with many of
you. And | just wanted to thank everyone for
hel pi ng us maki ng the di nner caucus an amazing tine
here. So thank you. And I'’mgoing to return to ny
newborn. So with permssion |’d like to vote aye on
all call-ups and permi ssion on all general orders.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Thank you.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Next we have
Counci | Menber Barron

[ background comrents, |aughter]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: And don't try to
put the two mnute clock on. To ny coll eagues and
nmy 12 tunul tuous years with you. You' ve been very

controversi al
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[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: And | tried to
keep you in line but it was very difficult. I do
want to say this; that | voted no for so many of
your projects and | will be voting no on sonme nore
today. However | do appreciate that when ny
proj ects cane before you you voted yes.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Wi ch by the way
Counci| Menber Dickens hel ped nme to surpass her as
t he nunber one Council Menber...[i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Obj ecti on.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..and bring in...
[ nterpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: You’ re out of
or der.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: And bri ngi ng
real affordability to our district. But on behal f
of the, the district of East New York and the other
parts of ny district, Brownsville/Canarsie, | do
want to thank you for this. That we have brought in

two new 80 nmillion dollar schools. We were able to
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renovate three parts, 17.5 mllion dollars. W were
able to say that in that district we have a
wor kf orce devel opnent program that young people are
running and they’re on staff, they have their
places. MIlions of dollars that we were able to in
this body when they said 50 percent of the bl ack
men were unenpl oyed we put forth together Robert
Jackson, Bill Perkins, and many of us a workforce
devel opnment programthat hired 6,000 people in the
city, 6,000.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | want to thank
you for 2.5 mllion for ny black male initiative in
CUNY. Thank you...[i nt erpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..for supporting
that every year, for supporting the 604 mllion
dollars that when I was Chair before I was a sone
crazy shape of the inmagination renmoved fromthe
chair. | don’t know how t hat happened but when you
had that nonent where you | apsed in good judgenent.
Before that | had 8 years as chair of the Hi gher

Education Comrmittee and we were able to secure a




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 47
604 mllion dollars for capital noney for CUNY
buil dings. And | thank you for that.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | thank you for
the mllions that we secured for Fiterman Hall and
was able to rebuild Fiterman Hall a student
bui | di ng that was destroyed by a BMC, at BMC duri ng
the, the 9/11. They destroyed the building. W were
able to do that. | want to thank Donenic Recchia
for working with ne to make sure that we secured
800 thousand dollars for the theatres of col or
because we weren’t getting our fair share. Qzzy
Davis may he rest in peace was a part of that and
we thank you for doing that for our theatres. But
we'd think we’d want nore but we thank you for the
start. So | just wanted to conme before you to say
that | will always be black...[interpose

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..radi cal

revolutionary. I will always be a socialist, anti-
capitalist, inperialist, | went to Cuba, | went to
Venezuel a, | went to Zi nbabwe brought the president

to you and you didn't appreciate it. Robert Migabe

who’'s taken the | and back fromwhites in Africa.
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For all of those who are ny heroes Evo Moral es of
Bolivia, these are ny heroes.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: And | Chage
Ever a[ phonetic], Fidel Castro, those are ny heroes.
The Bl ack Panther Party and all of the menbers and
the political prisoners. | wanted to conme to you to
say that’s who and what | am And that’s what
will always be. And | thank you for not punishing
me too nuch.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Just enough but
there’s no anount of capital noney, no anpunt of
expense noney that | will ever give into to violate
my principles and positions on ny...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: So with that |
got sonething special. | have an assignnent for
those who're still here. Got to get rid of homeboy
back here. Jefferson’s got to go and on the real
side we shouldn't just have white nen’s pictures up
on the walls.

[ appl ause]
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COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: They’re not the
only ones in this town. And | think George
Washi ngton who did enslave us too |I think that part
of the horse’s anatony is, is, is, it’s good for
himto be pictured |ike that.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: So |just want
you to really diversify the artwork at city hal
because on the real side when our children here
when bl ack and Latino children cone here they
shoul d see inmages of their heroes as well and not
just these.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: So | want to say
that as | depart | will leave in you with a better
hal f who’s going to conme forth, you think I was
sonet hi ng when she finishes with you you' re going
to ask me to cone back

[l aughter, appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: That's mnmy wife.
That’s ny wfe.

[ appl ause]
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COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | want to thank
my chief of staff Joy Simmons who had to take al
t he heat.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you Joy.
My | egislative director Mnique Washi ngton | ndi go.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: You’ ve done
great. So ny, all of nmy staff did great. W did

great in the neighborhood. W’ re going to continue

to work. | think that I'’m sure that Govornor Cuonop
and Shelly Silver can't wait till | get to Al bany.
[l aught er]
COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: So I'Il try not

to di sappoint them and get there as soon as | can.
And |’ m sure Speaker Quinn will give thema
reconmendati on. She said those wonderful things. W
got that on tape so we’'re going to take that up to
Al bany so that they can hear it. Chuck we had a
great relationship. W kept it real. W kept it
very real. Ranone we kept it real. | nean you're
really cutting me but you kept it real

[l aught er]
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COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: And | want to
say to Jimry Oddo you probably don’t renmenber this
but when there was a ratial notivated violence in
Staten |Island sone whites junped and beat up a, a
young bl ack woman, you, | cane out to Staten Island
and you sat with nme and we nmade sure we took a
stance against that kind of racism And you joi ned
me in that. And that wasn't the easiest thing to
do.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: And for all of
the whites |ike Peter Vallone and others who don’t
like me |’"mgoing to endorse you in your
nei ghbor hood...[i nt er pose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..so that nobody
wll ever ever vote for you ever. |’mgoing to get
a poster of ne and you. So any white person in here
that doesn’t like me |’mcomng to your
nei ghborhood with a poster with you and I and |I’'m
going to tell your constituents before | speak I'd
check with Peter

[l aughter, appl ause]
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COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Now, finally I
want to leave y'all with sonething special. You
know | never salute or Pledge Allegiance. | never
do that because there’'s racismin this country and
there’s no freedomand justice for all and nmy mama
told ne never pledge to a lie. So that’s why |
don’t pledge. But | have witten a pledge for you...

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..that you can
use to replace the pledge here. Do you know t hat
t he Pl edge All egi ance, Chuck put your head up it’s
not that bad.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: The Pl edge
Al l egi ance was revised four tines and it was
originally witten by a Christian socialist. And
the children used to pledge like this; they would
salute and then when | said to nmy country they
woul d go Iike that. But since it |ooked Iike a hale
Hitler sign they nade them put their hands over
their heart. So there’s been a lot of revisions to
the pledge so | leave you with this special pledge

just for you. And so I'll give you copies so when
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t he pl edge cones up you can say this instead of

t hat .

[l aughter]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: You ready?
Repeat after me. | pledge allegiance...

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Look your’re
scar ed.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Look at that.
Look, you can’t even play with ne. Y all are
scar ed.

UNKNOWN MALE: We know you too well.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | pl edge
al | egi ance...

[ menbers repeat]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: .to rid this
nation...

[ menbers repeat]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..of racism
sexi sm cl assi sm..

[ menbers repeat]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..and all forns

of discrimnation for which this nati on stands.

53
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[l aughter, menbers repeat]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | pledge to
fight...

[ menbers repeat]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: .for the
eradi cati on of poverty...

[ menbers repeat]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..and an
equi tabl e distribution of wealth, inconme, and
opportunity.

[l aughter, menbers repeat]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Finally, |
pl edge to unite this nation...

[ menbers repeat]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..under hunan
rights...

[ menbers repeat]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: ..until there’s
liberty and justice for all.

[ menbers repeat, appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: [l aughter] Thank
you.

[ appl ause]
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Now Counci
Menber James you have the tough job to follow that.

[l aughter]

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: Wl | hopefully
when children of all races cone into this place
they will see nme seated where you are Deputy
Leader. So | just want to say thank you. The phrase
is sinple and the words few but behind these words
Iie an abundance of an appreciation for the
menori es, associations, friendship, and respect for
all of you in this institution. Now | recognize
that I’mnot going far. In fact | hope to be
all owed the privilege of officiating at stated
council neetings but today it is done, conplete,
final. Yeah, no nore updates on Atlantic yards.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: And yes Madam
Speaker no nore chains and no nore passion from
this seat and in this space. | hope this body
continues sone of the initiatives that | started;
infant nortality, the food pantry initiative,
maki ng sure that our |ow incone children have
quality child care. But there are still plenty of

city tinme like consultants to investigate and |
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| ook forward to continuing that of investigation
fromacross the street. So ny thoughts are gently
wrapped in prayers for all of you. May angels
continue to watch all of you as so many have done
for me over the past ten years and during ny life
and definitely during this canpaign. May all of
your hearts be filled with happi ness. And on behal f
of all New Yorkers |I want to thank you but |
particurally want to say a few words to ny speaker
Christine Quinn who fromtime to tine we di sagreed
but you have been a woman who has the abilities to
survive so many different struggles that life has
had to offer. You have had the strength to endure
the pain and di sappointnment that |ife sonetines
face. You have had the challenge to concur any
chal l enge that is put before you. And you have
denonstrated the | eadership to stand up and to nake
change and to take charge of a situation when nost
men fail. Chris Quinn you have been the backbone of
this institution and for that | say thank you on
behal f of all New Yorkers. Thank you for your
service, thank you for your |eadership. | know that
God has a special place for you in the future.

Thank you all
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[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you
Thank you very nuch. Next we have Council Menber
Leroy Conrie and our future Deputy Borough
Presi dent from Queens.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: Thank you. |
rise...[ i nterpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: .this afternoon
to, to say good bye in this stage of nmy career. And
| want to thank all of you for blessing ne with the
opportunity to serve. | want to thank ny
constituents for allowing ne to succeed. My
predecessor Archie Spigner. | actually started in
the city council in 1982 so | got you beat by a
coupl e years Dromm al nost as |long as Gary. You
know |’ ve had an opportunity to experience so nmuch
as a staffer and as a nenber and experiencing the
ups and downs of this council, experiencing what
t he power of this council can do, experiencing
| eadership, having to work with all of you to try
to make this city a better place. I, | need to
thank nmy staff. 1'Il take a mnute to read their

nanes starting with ny first Chief of Staff Joshua
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Ri vera, Rance Huff, Reggie even though, Reggie,
Reggi e Thomas even t hough he went over to the
mayor’'s office. | know he’'s here sonmewhere. You
know my Seni or Advi sor Joseph Gol dbl oom Derrick
Davi s, Margaret Danson, MIlie Rivas, A Canus,
Jamal W kerson, Katherina Thonpson, Andy Lai ne,
G eg Rose, and ny super volunteer, | had anot her
super volunteer in ny district office, Mlene
Thonpson that did the notary. Cane in al nost every
twice a week. And, and often tines nore to take
care of people. 1’ve been blessed in ny life and
| ve been bl essed by being in service here in this
city council. I want to thank the nenbers that |’ ve
had an opportunity to work with; the first speaker
Gfford MIler who allowed nme to be Majority Wip
and then to ny coll eague and friend Chris Quinn who
has been a truly a, a jewel to this city. And the
best chapters of her career have yet to be witten.
To, to allow us to be the council both Gfford and
Chris gave us the opportunity to be nenbers, gave
us the opportunity to if we had a passion about an
i ssue whether you were from Staten |sland or
Br ookl yn whet her you are a person that had a

chai rmanship or a person that didn’t have an issue
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at all, if you felt in your heart you wanted to get
sonet hi ng done and you did it in a way that
expressed the need for it, the realization for it
Chris listened to you and heard you and al |l owed you
to get it done. This body has had argunents, we’ ve
had di sputes, but we’ve all tried to focus on
making this city better. If you recall when we cane
in 2002 we were expected to fail. There were over
20 to 30 of us that canme in 2002. W were the first
class after termlimts, 9/11 happened, we were
expected to fail, we were expected not to be able
to nove this city forward. W were expected not to
be able to deal with the deficits that we had. But
we were able to nove this city forward. W took
hard deci sions, we had to raise taxes. It was the
hardest thing we ever had to do as an el ected
official to raise taxes just before you' re going
for reelection. But we did it as a body and that
hel ped us turn this city around. And we led this
fight thanks to the wonderful staff that we’ ve had
here. And | can’t think the staff enough. They
deserve an individual round of appl ause.

[ appl ause]
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COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: And I, |’ m not
going to nane nanes there are too many to nanmes but
the legislative staff, the finance staff...I’ve been
privileged to chair the Rules Commttee, the
Consuner Affairs Conmittee, and finally the Land
Use Conmittee and ny termhere in the council the
staff here is second to none.

UNKNOWN MALE: That’s right.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: Even though they
had mayoral agencies to contend with...[interpose]

UNKNOWN MALE: That’s right.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: .we | ed the
fight to, to rescue this city. W red led the fight
to save and create opportunities for this city to
grow. W led the fight to cone up with ideas that
the mayor’s office would eventual |y adopt or budget
| ater because they refused to acknow edge our good
i deas when we cane up with them You know they, we
had an opportunity to create, create initiatives
and create opportunities for people. The forclosure
problemwe identified first. Lou Fidler and Eric
Dilan...[interpose]

UNKNOWN MALE: That’s right.
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COUNCI L MEMBER COWRI E: ..and, and, and
ot her menbers here hel ped ne when we realized that
forcl osures were becomng a major problemin this
city which led to the foreclosure initiative that
was started here in the council which the mayor
t hen adopted and co-opted and now has becone the
center for New York Gty nei ghborhoods. W started
it here. W started to, to, and we were first
rescued NI CHE back in *03 when they had a probl em
and we went back and recued the teachers a couple
of tinmes. W rescued the unions nore than a few
times with different policies. W led the fight to
restore the city. W started initiatives in the
council; the black male initiative as Charles said,
the inmgration initiative, Domnic the great chair
and when he was chair of Cultural Affairs started
the, the CASA initiatives and other initiatives,
infant nortality initiatives, the things that Lou
did with youth, the things that we did for after
school, the work force initiative that we started
Charles back wth Bill Perkins and Janes Sanders
when we realized that the, that there was a report
t hat showed what we al ready knew, that mnorities

were well out of the work force and underreport ed.
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W started initiatives where we enpl oyed thousands
of people were we able to create opportunities for
people. It’s been a pleasure working here. It’s
been a pleasure working with nenbers and if |
started nam ng nenbers nanes |’'I|l get in trouble.
So I"mnot going to nane because every one of you
|’ ve had a great working relationship wth.
Everyone of you have had tine to spend with both
personal, personally and professionally as we tried
to figure out what we needed to do to inprove this
city. 1’ve been honored to be in this position. |I'm
honored to have worked with all of you. | would
rem nd you, everyone that this is the only
denocratic body that people can cone in with an
i dea and get it proposed as legislation. And |I hope
that that spirited denocracy, that spirit of
conrodery, and working for the better purpose can
retain in the next class. | hope that the abilities
of this council understanding that we are the, the
straw that stirs the pot. W are the peopl e that
make this city run. We are the people that actually
do the invesigations and oversight to ensure that
this city noves in a positive way. It only happens

when you devel op the rel ati onshi ps and a respect
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for each other to allow that happen, to allow that
to happen and that happened here. That happened
where Jimy Oddo and a Charles Barron and a Peter
Val | one can sit and, and have argunents but stil
come out and, and cone up with resolutions. Were
D ana Reyna and, and Maria Baez | can’t, | have to
menti on Maria and Madelyn. They're not here, 1’11
mention Maria and Madel yn. Those, those were two
wonen that took no shorts from anybody and got a
| ot done for their districts and was able to nake
opportunities for a ot of people. And I want to
menti on them and you know because they were great.
You know al so you know that Jimry nentioned the day
that, that, that we |ost our colleague but he was a
character and he is missed. You know he brought
James Davis brought sonmething to this body, an a
energy and electricity that, that | wll never
forget and God rest his soul. You know and |, and
there’s a lot nore that I want to say but | know
ot her menbers are speaking. But the thing that |
want to really express is that this is a place to
get things done. This is a place where at the end
of the day you need to work together to make sure

that you are fighting for the needs of this city
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you, that you're fighting for the needs of your
constituents and that you figure out a way to fight
in, in away that's positive, in a way that’s
focused on facts and focused on neki ng sure that at
the end of the day you have an result that we can
all be proud of. Thank you for allowing ne to be
here as a council nenber. Thank you for putting up
with ne.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: And | | ook
forward to continuing the final way to help this
city. Thank you very much

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much Leroy. Up next we have Council Menber Sara
Gonzal ez.

COUNCI L MEMBER SARA GONZALEZ: Thank
you. It’s not very often that | speak so | want you
to bear with ne. | amincredibly grateful for the
11 years and 1 nonth that | have served on this
body. I know that | have touched a |lot of |ives and
| want to share a little sonmething you because a
| ot of folks couldn’t understand the passion that |

have with juvenile justice. The first time that |
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went to one of the detention sights we were
wal ki ng, touring, the small spaces where they keep
the children. And | went into a roomthat |ocked
behind nme, that had no wi ndow, that basically was a
little tiny little space. My tears cane out because
| said this is the future how do we | ock them up
here and not think that this is going to effect
their lives and the trama that it causes for the
famly. | renenber sonmeone stating; but Counci
Menber they're just little crimnals. And | said no
they’ re not. They’ re sonebody’s children. And so
that really pronpted nme to continue to work in that
area and |I'mgrateful that we were able to do with
t he support of the speaker and the council nenbers
here who worked so hard on this; Annabel Pal ma and
all the folks that were there to do close to hone.
Because we have to keep our children close. W have
to know that these children in the future are going
to inpact soneone’s life and that yes they do
deviate fromtheir character. | don't care who you
are sone day you're going to nake a m stake and if
you end up in a detention center then you need to
have what you need and that’s what | fought for for

so many years. | want to be able to thank ny staff
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Ant hony Al exis, my chief of staff. And I al so want
to nention Luisa Ruda [sp?] who was ny top person
for along tine and retired and all the folks in ny
of fice; Jordan and, and, and M ke, M guel, and M ke
and all of them because I |ove themdearly and
nobody does anythi ng al one. But nore than anything
| want to | eave this body knowi ng that | cane to
Sunset Park when | was a year old, the district
that | represent and to serve the district in the
manner which | have certainly tells nme that ny dad
was right; that when you touch people’ s lives they
too will touch yours. And that’s what | got from
the experience and | was so inspired. And though I
| eave | know as the saying goes. It’'s better to
| ove and | ose than never love at all. So | thank

all of you. God bless you and |l et’s keep on

truckin’.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber
Hal | or an.

COUNCI L MEMBER HALLORAN:. Thank you M.
Majority Leader. | too would like to thank the

speaker for all of her hard work and devotion to

this body. W don’t often agree on, on issues but
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t here has been no harder worker in city governnent
than t he speaker has been over these |ast four
years that | have observed so I thank her for her
service. |I'd also like to thank Leroy Conrie |’ m
glad to know he will be ny Deputy Borough
President. He is a, a man of the utnost integrity,
the utnost conpassion, and nost inportantly the

ut nost gunption. He can get anything done when he
sets his mind to it and has been a friend and a
mentor to all in the Queens Del egation. W woul d
have been | ost without him Wat can you say about
Jimy Oddo that hasn’t already been said? He is
sonmeone who has risen above party politics to get
t hi ngs done. He is soneone who |’ m honored to have
called a friend for four years. He is going on to
be the Borough President of Staten Island but he is
far nore than that. He is one of the few | oud
republican voices in the city of New York. And
al though we don’t always agree even though we're in
the sanme party there is no man in this body who has
earned nore respect fromne in over four years than
Jim Qddo. To Vinny Ignizio and to Eric Urich ny
col | eagues on the republican aisle. Thank you

Vi nny, the best to you as you cone into being the
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speaker, the speaker, the Mnority Leader sorry.
Sorry we’re not that, we’'re not that good yet. You,
you will do a great job.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER HALLORAN: |I'mvery, |I'm
very inpressed with everything that you ve done.
Peter Koo who was with us for a while and is no
| onger has al ways been a good friend and |
appreciate it. There are several people in this
body who’ve gone out of their way to be not just,
just great council nenbers but good people. In
particul ar Sara Gonzal ez, Annabel Pal ma, and
Darl ene Mealy thank you for the smles, for the,
for the thank you's, for all of the things that
you’' ve done. | appreciate it. To two people who are
on the conpl ete opposite end of ny spectrum
Jumaane W1 | ans and Brad Lander you guys | have
enjoyed working with you. | have enjoyed goi ng back
and forth with you and I know the city will be
better because you will continue to fight from your
perspective. To Peter Vallone who is probably the
person nost politically aligned wth ne
interestingly enough on the city council when it

comes to public safety issues. You have been the
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best chairman of any commttee in ny opinion with
one, with one possible exception and I, |I’mso
honored to have served in the Public Safety
Conmittee for you. The City of New York is safer
because of you and the city owes you a great debt
and I’msorry that you are not the Borough
President. You certainly had the fight in you and
you did a, a spectacul ar job. The person whom I
m ght say is the greatest commttee chair has
nothing to do with the acconplishnent persay of the
commttee but the | evel of care given to that
committee and that’'s Aiver Koppell. I don’t think
| have ever net a man who has spent nore tine
parsing out issues and trying to get to the root of
probl ens than A iver Koppell

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER HALLORAN: He is soneone
who again is on the opposite end of the political
spectrum from nme although we tend to agree on sone
of the liberty issues and, and freedons that we say
dangerously close to eroding at tines. But diver
cares. He cares in a way that |’ve probably never
met in a public servant and I, | am honored to have

served in a conmittee with him [’mthankful to ny
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other committee chairs of course. You ve all shown
a great deal of gunption when it was needed and
have done the right thing as far as | can tell even
when we’ ve di sagreed. There are other friends Andy
Ki ng, Fernando Cabrera, Ruben WIls, RJ you ve al
been there and, and, and had kind things to say and
| appreciate it. Tish James our back and forth wl|
not continue and | regret that but I know you w ||
be an incredible advocate for the public and
therefore will fulfill your role spectacurally.

Joel thank you for everything you ve done. Doctor
Mat hi eu Eugene thank you for your friendship. It
has been appreciated. Dan Garodnick | w sh you the
best of luck in all that you do. And, and ny friend
Mark Weprin it was good to have a col | eague who
shared so many of the boarder areas with me to work
on issues. You were fantastic. There was two people
I, I think inthis, in this chanber who al ways have
been there for the, all of us and that’'s the city
clerk M ke McSweeney who has been a spectacul ar ...
[ nterpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER HALLORAN: ..manager of

all of the city records and in particul ar keepi ng
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us on track and the head of security Karl D abla
who has kept us safe for these four years. |1'd like
to thank ny staff including ny three forner chiefs
of staff; Paul @Quillo, Denis Ring, Chrissy
Voskerichian, Victor Mnoni, Lynn Meltzer, Any Tan,
Kevin Ryan, Erica Col dstein, Page Lawence, John
Maul di n, Meg Mapes| phonetic], Steve Stites, Fae
Broncos Meir, and Dan Show phonetic] who’'ve worked
so hard for the district 19 people. And to ny
successor Paul Vallone I w sh himnothing but the
best. | know he cones from good stock. | know he
has experience with this body even though it’s been
tangential and I’msure he will continue to work
hard in the Vallone tradition. I1'd |ike to thank
all of ny colleagues. It has been an honor to serve
with you. And |I’'d |ike unani nous consent to vote on
the itens today. | vote aye on all wth the
exceptions of 1162, 1208, 1210, and 1204-A to which
| vote aye.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you. W
now nove on to Council Menber King. Hold on one
second. Hold on a second. Council Menber can you,
Hal | oran can you repeat your vote for the, for the

cl erk.
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COUNCI L MEMBER HALLORAN: Absol utely. |
vote aye on all with the exceptions of 1162-A,
1208- A, 1210-A, and 1204- A

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you. Next
we have Council Menber King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING | rise. Jackson
w Il always have a special place in ny heart as
each and every one of you. Wien | first cane into
the chanbers a year ago | was bl essed that fromthe
speaker on down the people sat me down and had a
conversation even just howto read this. And as, as
inportant as, as sinple as it mght seemif you had
never had an opportunity to go through the lawto
find out how do you sign onto |legislation and be a
co-sponsor it can be kind of overwhel m ng and
frightening the first tinme. So | want to thank
everyone who shared ne | ove before | got into the
council, when I got here and gave ne gui dance, for
Recchi a who canme up to ny canpaign office and gave
me you know, told ne where the potholes or else |
won’t bl ow nyself up when | got here. | appreciate
you for that. Jackson | will continue to rise in
honor of you for all that you ve hel ped ne through

and, and being a part of education, the speaker for
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your |eadership and telling nme what | should be
doi ng and what | should not be doing. And I'm 1’ m
truly grateful and honored to each and every one of
you. And the staff that’s remaining, and the staff
that are noving on, and all of you that are witing
anot her chapter in your life, in your book of life
| wish you all well. | look forward to us al
continuing to working together and with all the
love in ny heart | thank you. | thank you Ranone. |
t hank you Chuck. And | thank everyone that’s,
that’s nade the city a better place to live in and
we're going to let themdo a whole |ot nore from
what you gave us and left us with to nove on in the
next class. Thank you again and God bl ess you all.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Next we have Council Menber Dl an.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: Thank you M.
Majority Leader and I'I|l be very brief. | have a
suggestion that even Charles Barron woul d | ove. W,
we cane into this council 12 years ago together.
Charles dutifully brought his hamrer and his nai
and | have a suggestion for sonmeone who was a pace

setter and will hopefully look Iike the, the
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menbers that cone here will hopefully | ook |ike her
and that’s our speaker Christine Quinn was the
first woman to lead this body, the first openly gay
person to lead this body, and those are two things
that you could never say in the past. And Chris you
are a trend setter in that regard. And the highest
honor | think any of us could have is to have that
picture on the wall. And | believe you deserve
that. To each and every one of mny colleagues it’s
been ny life’'s honor to serve with each and every
one of you. To the people in the 37'" district who
have sent ne here it, it's, it’s ny |ife honor that
you sent ne here. To each and every one of ny
col | eagues you know it’s been great, it’'s, it’'s
been a hell of aride. | don't think I could say
anything nore than that. |1’ve enjoyed every mnute
of it. Thank you very nuch.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Next we have
Counci | Menber WI i ans.

[ appl ause]

UNKNOAN MALE: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: Thank you. | wake

up every day still hyped like | won the lottery
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when | come to work. So it’s still very exciting to
nme and | want to make sure | said to the people who
are leaving it was an honor to serve with all of
you. Even though we don’t agree at tinmes | think we
did it in a way that many people should | ook at.
And | can’t think everyone personally but | did
want to say it to a couple people. | wanted to neke
sure | said to Council Menber Al Vann that it can't
be understated what your |egacy has neant for New
York City, ...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: .what it’s neant
for Brooklyn, what it’s neant for people who | ook
i ke me.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: | know if it
wasn’t for the things that you did at a tine where
it was extrenely difficult soneone |ike nme would
not be in the city council. And | cannot thank you
enough for that. | wanted to say thank you to
Counci| Menber Lou Fidler who put ne on the
communi ty board and never once asked ne to vote a
way that | didn't feel was the right thing to do.

So | appreciate that. | also wanted to say that
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Counci| Menber Charles Barron even though we al so
don’t agree on everything the things that you talk
about and your voice is very nuch needed in New
York City. | want to say thank you for bringing up
t hi ngs that many of us have been afraid to talk
about and I know you will bring that excitenent to
the state. And they need to hear it up there as
well. Lastly | wanted to say because it’s on the
record sonet hing that Speaker Quinn obviously we
definitely didn't agree on everything but that
shoul d never be nistaken for your work ethic, for
your ability and willingness to work hard, and to
be the | eader that you were. People try to m stake
their beliefs for how well soneone is doing in the
job they believe they should be doing. | think you
were a stalwart in | eadership. People don't
appreciate how difficult your job is. | do what,
what ever you decide there’s going to be sonebody

t hrowi ng bl ows and you took those blows very well.
And there are many things that were done that you
wll not get credit for. So | want to say
congratul ati ons on your tine served and | wi sh you
and Kimthe very, very best. Thank you.

[ appl ause]
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much Council Menber. Next we have Council Menber
| nez Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you
Majority Leader. 1, | just wanted to take this tine
to thank all of my coll eagues those that are
| eaving this body, the people s house. Donenic you
have been a phenonenal finance chair. You
represented each and every one of us which was a
damm difficult task

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: But you did it.
I, I want to, to thank those of us that served in
| eadership, for educating ne, and directing ne
because | cane into | eadership as a novice newy
el ected to the body. And you took ne under your
wi ngs Council Menber Fidler, Council Menber Conrie,
Mayor El ect de Bl asio, and Council Menmber Al Vann.
Al 1, you hold a special place in ny heart for the
wor k that you have done on behalf of all the
citizens first of state and now of the City of New
York. You have taken the |l ead when it was
difficult. You have stood up as a beacon. And for

those that don’t know the | eadership that you gave
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to the borough of Manhattan Conmmunity Coll ege in
order for it to stand and be recogni zed today as a
| eader in, in education providing an associate’s
degree, the foundation for many of the students to
go on to their Bachelors, their Bachelorette.
Speaker Quinn you have been a very special friend.
You invested in ne the ability to be a part of
| eadership knowing that | was a freshman. You woul d
stop the neetings in order for nme to | earn. That
allowed me to grow, to understand, to learn a sense
of fairness and fair play, and the ability to be a
better |l eader not only in ny district that |
represented but for the entire city of New York. As
part of that | nmust nmention the Mnority Leader
Jimy Oddo who and when | first took office |I said
republ i can, ehh republicans but you Vinny Ignizio
subsequently later, Eric Urich, but Jinmy you are
a special friend. You, you taught ne nuch and |
| ove you for it. | love you for being the fair
pl ayer that you ve always been. | haven’'t always
agreed with everything you're a little conservative
for ne...[interpose]

[l aught er]
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COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: ..but that’s
alright. That’s alright. There are many things,
many nore things we agree on and the consci ence of
this body, who's the conscience of this body?

[ background comrent ]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Wl | yes but
|’ mgoing to nention Charles Barron. And that’s,
no, nol got to give it to him

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: W' ve got to
give it to him W don’t always agree on everything
but we raises the consciencness and he raises
i ssues that many of us don’t. But | want to correct
hi m on one t hi ng.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: | do want to
correct himon thing, one thing; that Inez D ckens
i s nunber one of 51 nenbers in affordabl e housing
for the village of Harlem

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: You’' re nunber
one in Brooklyn but in the council stand up and
acknow edge it Council Menber Barron. | am nunber

one.
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[l aughter, appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: And it’s
al ready been nentioned as, in the Baptist church as
we say precedence has been established. W' ve
tal ked about the many initiatives that we fought
for. W’ ve tal ked about how we’ve put noney into
Nl CHE under the | eadership of Council Menber Rosie
Mendez who has fought for our affordabl e housing.
Eric Dilan who has stood tall for housing, who has
fought hard. | nust nmention Manhattan del egati on
Under the | eadership of now Borough President El ect
Gal e Brewer...[ i nterpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: ..and Counci
Menber Dan Gar odni ck who took the | eadership of, of
Manhatt an del egati on and fought for all of us. |
t hank you. Jessica Lappin you fought for our senior
centers.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: And no one has
mentioned it but | nust nention that. And the staff
| want to nention just for a nonent the staff. |
want to nention all of you. | want to nention

Bar bar a.
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[ cheering, appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: See Preston
Ni bl ack takes credit and Ranpbne Martinez takes
credit and Chuck Meera[ phonetic] takes credit and
Rob Newman[ phonetic] takes credit and Jeff Rhoda
takes credit and Liz Fine takes credit but you know
what it’'s Barbara who sees that we get it all done.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: So Bar bara
don’t know where you will be next year but | wanted
to publically say to you thank you for all that
you' ve done, for all the flack that you' ve taken
from51 nmenbers and | include the speaker, from 51
nmenbers when we cane in there angry and upset, when
we had a ot of problens in our districts, when we
got tickets and we wanted you to do sonething and
you coul dn’t, when we were angry with you because
we couldn’t park in the parking lot | wanted to say
t hank you to you Barbara. Thank you to you for
standing up to us who thought that we were the boss
when we found out it was all you in the begi nning.

[l aughter, appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: I, | wanted

just mention D ana Reyna who has taken the | ead on
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MABEs, who has fought for our small businesses, who
| believe in whatever she noves onto next she wll
take that fight and that tenacity, that dedication,
and that loyalty will always go with here. And the
person that has taken on contracts Darl ene Mealy.
Thank you Darl ene even though we’'re going to be
wor ki ng together next year | just want to say thank
you to you. And thank you to all the coll eagues
that are com ng back because the next four years we
got hard work, difficult decisions to nake, and
it’ll be under a new admi nistration for the first
time in 20 years we will have a progressive
denocratic nmayor which we have not had and a
denocratic city council. Chris you' ve taken a | ot
of hard knocks but you’ve been one phenonenal
| eader in this body, in this house whether everyone
agreed with your path the goal that you were
| ooki ng at, what you wanted to achi eve was what we
were all faced with and agreed with. W nmay have
differed on the path but that’'s alright. It’'s the
way we get, it'’s the ability to get to the goal and
you did that. You did take a |l ot of hits, sonme were
unfair, nost were unfair, there were sone that my

have been justified...[interpose]
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[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: ..but that’s,
that’'s for all of us. So to all of you |l say |I w sh
you a very bl essed, bl essed holiday season and as
we tal k about the holiday let’s remenber those that
are unfortunate, those that are honel ess, and |
want to, want to nention Council Menber Ruben WIls
because he is ill today, because he stood up and
lived for several days as a honel ess person. He, he
slept on the streets, he slept in the subways, he
lived as a honel ess person for several days and as
aresult...

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Yes, give it to
hi m

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Because | don’t
know if | would have had the courage to do what he
did. When he cane in here he |ooked ill and Eric
Dilan said to ne; ny God what has happened? That’s
because he was comi ng fromwal king the streets and
washi ng wi ndows, w ndow, w ndshields of cars to
make a dinme. He went to, went into the street

wi t hout any noney, with no food, he ate fromthe
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streets with those who actually live on the
streets. So Ruben thank you because you are raising
our awareness and our consciousness for what this
city is faced with today.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: So thank you
counci | nenbers. You ve been phenonenal, you're
great. Thank you all for your ability because each
of you are leaders in your districts and in this
house. God bl ess us as we nove forward. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Next we have Council Menber Donenic Recchia
foll owed by Council Menber Vincent 1gnizio.

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: Thank you
Today will be our last official action taken as
city council nenbers. | amgrateful for the
opportunity to serve the city council and 47'"
district. I amthankful that an opportunity to
serve with the nmenbers of this great body. In ny 12
years in the city council Charles you' re |eaving,
you' re not staying? | was just going to say good
about you.

[l aught er]
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COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: Just i magi ne
Charles if you would have voted yes how nmuch noney
you woul d have gotten your district.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: Only joking. In
the 12 years here as chair of Cultural Affairs and
then as Finance chairman it was great, great
opportunity. This was all done working hand in hand
with my fellow council nenbers. | want to thank all
of you for your dedication and commtnment to public
service. It has truly been a privilege to serve
with all of you. W worked hard to nake this city
better for our constituents and the generation upon
generations of New Yorkers who will call this city
hone in the years to cone. | want to first start
of f by thanking ny chief of staff Ashley Onens, ny
staff Thomas Lynch and Rommey. | want to thank ny
district office staff. They' ve been great. | want
to thank ny fornmer chiefs of staff Tiffany
Rasberry, Caneron Beckon[phonetic], Josh Nachowtz,
Deborah Nussbaum because they’ ve been great. But |
want to thank ny other staff and that is the
Fi nance staff.

[ appl ause]
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COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: Let’'s give them
a round of applause. Under the | eadership of
Preston N bl ack, First Deputy Jeff Rhoda, Tani sha
Edwar ds ny outstandi ng attorney, Ray Maj ewski
out st andi ng economi st.

[ appl ause]

COUCNI L MEMBER RECCHI A: W don’t, we
have a great econom st and his crew are, they're
fabul ous. Latonya MKi nney, Nathan Toth, Regi na
Ryan, Scott Crow ey, and all the unit heads and al
of them -everyone that, all the analysts that work
in the finance division | want to thank you from
the bottom of nmy heart because you nade ne the
person that | amtoday. And you made this finance
staff shine. And all the nenbers here should be
thankful for all of you. | want to thank you. Keep
up the good work. I will mss you all especially
during the budget tine.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: | want to thank
Ranmone Martinez for his years of dedication

[ cheering, appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: | want himto,

t hank himfor always keeping nme in place especially
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during the Coney Island rezoning. Thank you Ranone.
| also want to thank Chuck Meera[ phonetic]. Chuck
you' ve been great.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: | also want to
t hank Mayor M chael Bl oonberg for working with ne,
for all that you have done for ny district and ny
constituents. | want to thank First Deputy Mayor
Patty Harris because it was years working with you
that we achi eved great acconplishnments for the arts
in New York, for the culture institutions and for
working with us and realizing that the Cul tural
After School Adventure Programis probably the best
program you have funded with this city council. |
want to thank the other staff when the mayor. |
want to thank Kata Mahthir and Annette Smith for
all that you’ ve done working wth ne over the
years. To our wonderful Land Use Gal e Benjam n.
Gal e...[ i nterpose]

[ cheering, appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: ..thank you for
maki ng Coney Island rezoning one of the best
rezonings this council ever passed. It’s because of

you that mllions of people are com ng to Coney
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| sl and and because of you what many peopl e thought
| could never acconplish we did it together with
the city council. Thank you very nmuch. To Ji my
(ddo the Mnority Leader. You done a great job.
Your | eadership is all about holding all of the
republ i cans together, working with us not against
us. The people in Washington should take a | ook at
what this city council and how we work together. W
coul d disagree but in the end we have to agree for
the best interest of the people of this wonderful
city. And I want to thank you. You’ ve been great.
And for the people of Staten Island they are
bl essed to have you as their next Borough
President. And finally |I have to thank soneone for
all that she has done for this city, what she has
done for ny district, Madam Speaker Christine Quinn
t hank you for making ne your Finance Chairman.
Thank you for believing nme and having faith and
confi dence that we could work together. The many
people in Coney Island will never forget how hard
you wor ked during super storm Sandy. When we had no
food, we had no water you canme through. In the
hours of that norning, late that night you called

and you said how could we hel p and you and your
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staff were there. Last Thanksgi ving no one could
ever forget the thousand turkeys you hel ped us get,
the food, and the dinner we had for thousands of
people in my district.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: You, | could
never forget it because you were there for ne and
for my district. But also you' ve hel ped nany peopl e
and the rezoning of Coney Island’ s going to go down
as one of the greatest rezonings because it’s al
about jobs, you created jobs, you nade it happen
We have prograns to educate people and these
prograns are in place and they’'re still working
today. And Coney Island s a better place because of
you. You' ve been a great friend. You' re a great
person. You will be m ssed. | can never forget what
you have done and | will mss you. I will not be
sayi ng good bye. | will see you |ater but God
shoul d bl ess you in your life and you and Ki mfor
many years to cone. And | will never forget when we
wer e passing the budget and marriage equality
passed and the tears that came fromyou touched ny
heart and | will never forget that night because

everyone in the great state should realize that you
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were at the forefront of that fight. And that was a
fight that you fought day in and day out. W would
go up to Albany to fight for funding for this
wonderful city but you always were up there saying
| have to go talk to this Senator or this
Assenbl yman about marriage equality. Chris your
dream cane true because of what you have done.
Thank you. Thank you. God bl ess you. Thank you
| adi es and gent| eman.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you
Counci | Menber 1gni zio.

COUNCI L MEMBER | GNI ZI O Thank you very
much M. Speaker. You know it’s not often that we
have someone in public life that’s held up as high
as sone of our esteened col |l eagues here today. And
| rise to speak about Mnority Leader
Qdgnabi nny[ phoneti c] Qdgnabi nny[ phoneti c] ?

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZI O He was here so
but Mnority Leader Oddo who we all know in this
body optim zes integrity, honesty, and |loyalty. And
he has the uncanny ability to see through it all,

find what’s right, and say that’s what 1’mgoing to
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get behind regardl ess of who's proposing it. He
didn’'t see republican, denocrat. He didn't see
bl ack, white. He just saw what was wong and what
was right. And that was given to himand instilled
in himby his parents who are very proud of him
today as we all are Jim | get the honor of witing
with himand tal king to himon the phone nore than
any peopl e should speak ever in their lives...

[ nterpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNI ZI G .but there is a
deep caring in this man. And any kids out there who
are thinking about public service ook at this
great city council today. Listen to what we're
sayi ng about our colleagues. Now it’s fashionabl e
for the press to say; oh all they do is nane
streets. But you know what tell that to the little
kid who was on the street corner, |I’msorry who was
not on the street corner |ast night because of Lou
Fidler. Tell that because of the black nan who had
no opportunity but received that opportunity
because of things like Charles Barron did. This is
a body that has done great work in the city. And we

ought be proud of it. And I think many of us are.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 92
And everyone of us ny friends is a, there' s the
passi on of Robert Jackson, there’s the belief and
fortitude of Charles Barron, there’s the caring of
Christine Quinn, there’s the intelligence of faith
of Tish, there’'s the fairness of Eric Dl an,
objectivity of Gale, and yes the integrity and
loyalty in Jinmmy Oddo. The people in the Cty of
New York are in better shape because we all cone
fromall walks of life. They' re in better shape
because we speak from both the conservative and
the, and the liberal points of view They're in
better shape because you learn as Jimmy (Oddo said
about the plight of the gay community from sonmeone
who’ s gay, of the plight of the black conmunity
from someone who's black, and we all come in this
room and we say share with nme | adies and gentl eman,
share with ne what happened. One of ny best friends
inthis body ironically to anybody is Charles
Barron. And people would say; what, Charles Barron,
are you kidding ne? You know why? Because he didn’t
just say you know as he does to many you and he’s
very entertaining and I'Il give you that. But you
know what he did when | first got here. | don't

know i f you renenber it. He took ne in here, over
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here to this table and he said let ne explain to
you why | say this or | say that and he did. And
you' || have a greater appreciation because of that.
And that’s everyone in this body. W all learn from
each other and we all create better |egislations,
better budgets that ultimtely serve the peopl e of
the Gty of New York. My concern and yes | guess
I’ mtal king about the 800 pound gorilla in the room
is tonmorrow. This body is deeply fractured and for
reasons understandably so. There is a political
battl e going on here. But ny coll eagues whonever
ends up leading this house please let’s not |ose
and forget this nonment. Coll eagues sayi ng what a
great job other coll eagues are doing, ...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI O ..peopl e who
want to work with other people, people who say we
can nmake a better city together. And I’ m not here
trying to |l ecture anybody and who the heck am| to
speak well I’mjust saying what | believe in ny
heart. | know we have raw enotions now but whonever
comes out and sits in that chair please let’s rally
behi nd himand bring this body back together under

the famly that we truly need to be. Because
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remenber it’s not about any of us. It’s about the
mllions of people and the mllions of kids that
are waiting to see what we’'re going to do to nake
their lives better. I'"msorry |I’mgoing on too |ong
and I’'mgoing to cut nyself off but we don’t have
the luxury of being reckl ess because one nonth from
now we get a budget docunent that we’'re all going
to have to work on. | love ny colleagues. | can go
to every one of them and say the what | |ove about
them sonme, what | don’t |ove about them and
everything in between. But when you approach it
honestly and you approach it with caring |i ke we do
inthe spirit of a holiday season this was a great
day. And they don’t do this in Al bany. Trust ne |
was there. I'"msorry Charles. And they don’t do
this is Washi ngton. They woul d rather tear each
ot her down than prop each other up. And we don’t do
that in this body. Let’s not do it in the next
body. And | adi es and gentl eman | appreciate you
hearing ne. | hope | didn’t preach to you but al
|’msaying is that there’'s a better day ahead and
we will all work together. And | want to say that
I’ma better person because of the | essons |

| earned fromMnority Leader Jimmy Oddo. He’'s a, a
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nodel for this delegation. He’s a nodel for this
council and quite frankly a, yes he’'s one of ny
cl osest friends but he has the respect of everyone
here. And Jimy thank you and God bl ess you. | |ove
you.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber
Gennar o.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO Thank you I, I,
I’'m I'"mreally conpelled to say to Vinny; Anen
Vi nny. Thank you for that, for that, for your
wonderful remarks. Today is a day of thanks for ne
for 24 years in this body, for 31 years in city
governnent, a day to give thanks to the people who
believed in ne, to the people who got ne here, to
t he peopl e who sustai ned supported nme, and to the
peopl e who hel ped ne succeed once, once | was here.
And that group of people begins with ny famly. MW
son Rich dedicated two years of his life to run ny
canpai gn, all the aspects of it to get nme here. He
was the brain of the operation. | thank himtoday
for the sacrifice he made and while that is a debt
that | could repay Rich did okay. He is very

happily married for the last six years to someone
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he met on ny canpaign. So | got elected to the
council and got a |oving daughter-in-Ilaw and he got
his wonderful wife Chisty so we’' re square.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO: But we woul d
never have won w thout our secret weapon ny |ovely
w fe Joann who joins us today.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARC | al ways say
t hat door-to-door wins the war in canpai gns and
Joann brought in 1,000 door-to-door, a thousand
door-to-door petition signatures, door-to-door
signatures fromtriple prinme voters, faithfully did
transit stops in the nornings, phone banked until
her fingers and voice were raw, and fed our arny of
vol unteers, and gave our entire canpai gn operation
whi ch we ran out of our house to save noney for
voter contact. Joann was the heart of the operation
and | thank her in a special way today. Thank you
Joann. Qur daughter Christina also here today was
only four when | opened ny canpaign commttee and
filed with the CFB and was six when we prevail ed
and Joann and | tried our best to give her the

attenti on she needed and deserved during those
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tender years but when you' re running as an
i nsurgent agai nst the Queens denocratic
organi zati on and agai nst a very good candi date
there is no such thing as a day off or even the
t hought of a day off. So she made a sacrifice that
was not of her choosing and that’s on nme. May Lord
have nercy on ne. But, but, but her blithe presence
brought such delight to the circus of canpaign
staff and volunteers that swirled through our hone
and made us all famly. She was indeed the soul of
t he canpai gn. Thank you sweet heart.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARC My nom and dad
who are peacefully living out of state in
retirenent were not spared. They were summoned to
Queens, forced to do senior centers, phone banking,
and of course door-to-door. They hated it like
anyt hi ng.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO But their |ove
for me and their wish of ny success was nuch
stronger than their dislike of politics. Both ny
parents are now a bl essed nenory and | carry them

today with ne and al ways. And on those days when |
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mss themthe nost | will counter it, a |oca
constituent will tell ne about the tinme ny parents
knocked on their door or called them This is ny
parents way of checking in on nme and saying hi. God
bless them And | would be remiss if | didn’t think
two dear friends who went all out for ne because
they believed in ne and hel ped ne believe in
nysel f. Qur dear mayor Ed Koch and ny good friend
Bobby Kennedy Jr. | have a bunch of stuff witten
about thembut | got to keep noving but thank them
so nmuch for doing what they did for ne. And as nany
peopl e know | worked on environnental issues here
at the council as staff for 12 years before |
becane a nmenber. So | well know that we nenbers are
just the tip of the iceberg when it conmes to the
good work that gets done by the council here at
city hall and all of our district’s offices and in
the community. Thank you staff. Thank you. And |’ m
so grateful to and will always be indebted to ny
terrific staff who are here today. My long tine
Chief of Staff David George, Jr. who's lovely wife
Meagan i s expecting their first child.

[ appl ause]
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COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARC: So t hank... \Were
nmy Legislative Director Bill Miurray and ny
Conmmuni cations Director Paul Leonard. Thank you for
being here for all the wonderful service that you
provi ded. \Werever you are thank you guys and | ast
but certainly not |east ny Deputy Chief of Staff
Counci| Menber El ect Costa Constantinides who w |
make this council, ... [interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO ..hi s
constituents, and this city proud when he takes
office in January. Good job Costa right there.

Al ways, always by ny side. |I’mal so nost grateful
to the staff nmenbers of ny coll eagues and the great
central staff of this body who served with such
dedi cation, professionalism and distinction. Thank
you. | want to have a very special shout out to
Chuck and Ranone and Karl Diabla who treat ne |ike
a brother and the feeling is nore than nutual.
Thank you guys so very nmuch. And | thank Mayor

Bl oonberg and his entire teamfor their dedicated
service to our city. It’s well known that |I have a
deep respect for and very productive professional

relationship with the mayor and his adm nistration
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particularly with respect to his visionary PLANYC
and | honor himand his adm nistration for their
partnership and friendship. Now to ny counci
col | eagues, ny bel oved council coll eagues. Just, I,
| can’t nanme everyone but sonme of these people go
back before | was in public life. And | want a
speci al shout out to the Vallone famly; to senior,
to junior, to Paul, to Perry, to Tina. So thank you
to the Vallone Fam |ly. They’ ve just been wonderful
for me through, throughout the years. To the Weprin
fam ly Saul, David, and Mark thank you so nuch |
was President to the Saul Weprin Denocratic C ub
and that was you know kind of |like ny onranp to
politics. So thank you to the Vallones. To, to ny
good friends who flank nme Ji my Vacca and Dan
Garodni ck we chat on all kinds of stuff that’'s off
the record and I love themboth |ike brothers and I
coul d have better sort of seat mates right next to
me. It’s really been great. Better than nmy | ast
person who used to sit next to nme but we’ re not
going to nention his nanme. So...

[l aughter]
COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO A speci al shout

out to our, our, our, our great Queens del egation
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chair and nmy good friend Leroy Conrie. So grateful
to have himas ny coll eague. My dear friend and
brother Jimmy Oddo also treats ne |i ke a brother
and | just thank you Jimy so nmuch and how much you
nean to ne and to this body. And so just, and
you' re doing this other thing I know. Good | uck
with that. That should, that should go great. And
speaki ng of going great Tish | want to congratul ate
you on your elevation to higher office and I'm [’ m
just so proud of you, so proud of all ny, of all ny
col | eagues for the, for, for their support, for
their friendship, for their love and | fare the al
well. To speaker Quinn if | go on I'"mgoing to
conpletely, conpletely lose it but for your I ove,
your friendship, your support to nme as a coll eague
and as a friend has been a blessing and a treasure.
You're | eadership of the city has been unparrall ed.
And the entire city owes you a debt of gratitude.
And you'll certainly have ny gratitude and
friendship forever. Thank you very much. | |ove
you.

[ appl ause]
COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO And may God

bl ess you and Kimand your famly always. And |’|
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cl ose where | began by paying thanks to ny
wonderful famly; to ny beautiful daughter
Christina, to ny dedicated son Richard and his wife
Christy, and to ny loving wi fe Joann. You have
given me the gift of yourselves, the gift of your
|l ove, and the gift of teaching ne what's really
i nportant which is you, which | cel ebrate and
cherish every day one day at a tinme. And ny prayer
for all of you is that you know that no matter what
life brings that there is a purpose and that God
will take care of it in his own nost perfect way.
God is good always. Thank you very nuch

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Ckay we’'re
changing up the order a little bit because there's
a, nenbers have to, to |l eave and vote. So we're
calling on Maria Del Carnen Arroyo next followed by
counci | Menber Anabel Pal ma, Fernando Cabrera, Andy
Ki ng, Ji mry Vacca, Vanessa G bson, and, and Qi ver
Koppel |

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO May | ask
consent to vote on the general order cal endar
resol utions?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO: Aye on all.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Annabel Pal na.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALNMA: Perm ssion to
vote on today’ s general order cal endar resol utions?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Fer nando
Cabr er a.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Perm ssion to,
perm ssion to vote on all itens couple in
resolutions in the cal endar.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Aye on all

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: And then we
have Council Menber Andy King.

COUCI L MEMBER KING Perm ssion to vote

on all Land Use call-ups and resol utions on today’s

agenda.
MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered.
COUNCI L MEMBER KING | vote aye
MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Counci | Menber
Ji mmy Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: | ask pernission

to vote aye on all calendar itens and resol utions.
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered.
Counci | Menber G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: Thank you. |
just want to wi sh everyone good | uck. God speed.
Happy holidays to all and I would |ike perm ssion
to vote on all itens on the general cal endar order.
| vote yes.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON: Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: kay. Counci |
Menber Koppel I .

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: | just want to
pay tribute to nmy coll eagues and because | have to
| eave | ask unani nous consent to vote on all itens
on the general order cal endar.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: And | vote aye
on all of those itens and resol utions. Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: There nust be a
big neeting in the Bronx | guess.

[l aught er]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber,
Counci | Menber Koo. No, what is it.

[ background commrent s]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 105

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Peter, did you,
ought of said did you want vote or did you want to
speak?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO. Speak

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Let’s get
t hrough the voters...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Sure.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: .first. Okay
thank you Peter. | appreciate it. Just give ne a,
bear with us. Council Menber Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWALEY: | vote aye on
all except for | abstain on 1054-A

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So...[i nter pose]

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWALEY: | really have
the nunber. And | w sh everybody nerry Chri stnas,
happy Kwanza, happy New Year.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.
Thank you. Council Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER W't h
perm ssion | vote aye on all call-ups and general
orders.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Thank you. |

vote aye.
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber
Veprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VPRI N: Yes with
unani nous consent I'd like to vote on all the Land
Use cal |l -ups on general order calendar. Yes. | vote
aye on all.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes. Counci
Menmber Gar odni ck

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK: Thank you
Wth permssion 1’d Iike to vote on all |and use
call-ups in the general order cal endar.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARDONI CK: And 1'd |ike
to vote aye. Thank you

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber
WIlians.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLAMS: 1'd like to
request your unani nous consent to vote on all Land
Use itens and all itens | vote aye with the
exception of 1056 which | abstain. | did want to
speak a little bit up with the e-cigs but |I can't
do that now. | didn’t know how | was going to vote
until | came here. | think there was just too nuch

information that | don’'t have and need nore of when
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it comes to the e-cigs. | am concerned about a | ot
of things. And | think it’s a good bill but | think
it’s being rushed and so for that reason on the e-
cigs I'"'mgoing to have to vote no.

[ appl ause, cheeri ng]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: But aye on al
the rest.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much we now have Council Menber G eenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you
M. Leader | request a unani nous consent to vote in
all the itens, Land Use and call-ups. Thank you. |
vote aye and | wi sh everyone a happy holi days.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: kay. Counci
Mermber Vann.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN: Yeah unani nous
consent to vote on all itens before us. | vote aye
on all.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered. And
Counci | Menber Crow ey again.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Correction on
the bill I’mabstaining on is 1056-A not 1054.

Thank you
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Barron

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | vote no on
LU994, no on LWI95, no on LU996, no on LWI996-1, no
on LU996-2, no U, no on LUW996-3, no on LWI97, 998,
and 999. And aye on all the rest.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: But is there
anything | eft over Charles?

[l aught er]

MAJORI TY LEADER RIVERA: | didn't, |
didn't think there was. Council Menber Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Yes, | ask

permi ssion to vote on all general orders. |, | vote
yes on all except for Intro 1056-A | vote no,
Intro 1204-A the hotel tax, | vote no, and Intro

1210-A the e-cigarettes | vote no.

[ appl ause, cheering]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Melissa Mark-Viverito.

COUNCI L MEMBER MARK- VI VERI TO. | al so
want to vote. | just want to thank all the
col | eagues that have served and that are on their

way out. | do wish themthe best and thank them for
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their contributions to this body and to this city.
It really has been a pleasure. W have notivated
each other and chall enged each other and really
grown fromthose experiences and it nmakes us a
better body when we’'re able to do that. It nakes us
better people. | also wi sh everybody a great
holiday and with that 1'd like to take a nonent to
vote aye on all itens and on the issues on the
general order cal endar except for Intro 1056-A on
which | vote no. Thank you

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much Council Menber. Just as a quick rem nder to
our friends and visitors in the audi ence. Were,
| oud appl auses or, or cheers or outbreaks are not,
not allowed in the chanbers during the stated
council. So just a rem nder. Thank you. W npbve on
back to the normally schedul ed program whi ch woul d
be Council Menber Koo woul d be next.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Thank you M.
Majority Leader. | have to apologize I’m not as
theatrical or entertaining as sone of our other
counci | menbers no.

[l aught er]
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COUNCI L MEMBER KOO As Council Menber
Barron here. Well people say |life is a stage. No,
we are doing it right here now And I, I'"'msay life
is ajourney too. | spent two thirds of mny journey
receiving a higher education, raising the famly,
and starting a business. And four years ago ny
community allowed ne to use ny one, the |ast one
third of ny journey to do a public service. So far
I’msay it | enjoying ny, this political journey.
But | nust disagree with Council Menber Barron on
certain points. Qur country is a great country
because we have denocracy, because rules of |aw,
and then the last thing, the nost inportant part is
this is a capitalist country. Freedom or do
busi ness. Freedom to meke noney. As |long as the
country all ows everyone opportunities to nmake a
good living there’s nothing against it. W
shoul dn’t make rich people be ashaned of
t hensel ves. That being said I want to thank ny
famly, especially ny wife, for allowing nme to do
this final journey. Because actually he, she |ikes
si ghtseeing journey of Belgium this journey. And I
al so want to thank the mayor despite of sone

counci |l menber said he’s not good mayor. But Mayor
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Bl oonberg has been a really good nmayor and he wl|
be renmenbered in history as a good nayor in New
York City, in the New York City. And | also want to
t hank Speaker Qui nn. Despite of sonme other people
say | think she’s a good speaker a very fast
speaker. And | also thank, want to thank all the

| eaderships. Al the | eadershi ps because | know
it’s late so | don't want to nmention all the nanes.
| learned a lot fromthem | also want to thank al
the central staff for doing a wonderful job. They
provide continuity for city governnment. And lastly
I want to thank all ny colleagues. | have | earned a
ot fromthem and they have teach ne a lot. And
also ny staff. | want to wish everyone a really
rewar di ng journey ahead. And ny last thing is |
wanted to say to ny, ne bel oved Cuncil man, Council,
Council, Chairman Leroy. Chairman Leroy there’'s

al ways a happy neal ahead for us, ahead of us. GCet
it. The happy neal is always there. [laughter] Sone
of you may not get a joke but one tinme when | said
that no happy neal Leroy everybody | augh.

[l aughter]
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COUNCI L MEMBER KOO To that | want to
wi sh everyone a happy, happy holiday and nerry
Chri stmas. Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very...
[i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO And one | ast thing.
| want to vote yes on all itens today.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: kay. Counci |
Menber Koo voted yes on all itens on today. Okay.
Next we have. W' re going to take three nore votes
and then we’'re going to go back to the Speaker and
we have Council Menber Sara Gonzal ez...[i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you. You
got that guys? Okay Council Menber M ke Nel son

COUNCI L MEMBER NELSON: | just wanted to
enpl ore the next council to go forward strongly
against NICHE actually. And to just stay on top of
all the issues that we’ve read about, we’ve heard
about, we tried to nmake certain |laws to change, to
make sure those people who live in public housing
don’t have to be afraid to go out at night and
don’t have to be unconfortable during the day. And

it’s been a very bad situation for all of them So
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t hat shoul d be sonething the next council strives
to do. And in eight years I'll be 76 years old and
| still have the spirit in 76 probably to conme back
to this seat.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER NELSON: And nmake sure
you guys and gals did that for the people of public
housing. | vote aye on all except 1210-A.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: kay. Counci
Menber U rich, and then Council Menber...okay these
are still voters voting so Council Menber U rich
foll owed by Council Menber 1|gnizio.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: Thank you M.
Majority Leader. | request unani nous consent to
vote on all Land Use call-ups and itens on the
general order cal endar.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH | vote aye on
all with the exception of Intro 10, I’msorry 1210-
A, 1404-A, and | would like to abstain on Intro
1056- A which is the building code revision or
sonet hi ng that |anded on ny desk this norning.

2,600 pages, | have not read it...[interpose]
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: You haven’t
read it?

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH: if | haven’t
read the bill I’"’mnot going to vote onit. I'm
abst ai ni ng.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Wl wait till
you read it, read it before you vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: Okay. You' Il be
waiting a long tine for that but...

[ crosstal k]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber
| gni zi o.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: And before,
before | go I, | just want to...[interpose]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: (h.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH: | just want to
add ny, a toast to Jimmy Oddo who will| be
renmenbered and we both have the sanme nentor as the
best Mnority Leader this body has ever seen. And
say that fromthe bottomof ny heart. And Tom
Augnom tty[ phonetic] may not be happy about that
but he’s on the Mtrain back to Mddle Village and
| know that we all |ove and revere himdearly but

Ji my, when you think of the Mnority Leader you
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think of Jinmmy Oddo. He’s done a magnificent job.
He’'s been a great friend. | renmenber walking in his
office, | just turned 24 years old, | was just
el ected, he probably said in his head; who the hel
is this kid comng in here. And | was elected in a
special election and he told me | don’t want to see
you here. And | said what do you nean. He said
there are no votes at city hall. Unless you have to
be here for your commttee assignnents and neetings
you belong in your district serving your
constituents. And I'Il never forget that. And I’
never forget by the way Christine Quinn
congratul ati ons now get back to work.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: That was
sonmething that Chris had told ne when | sworn in.
So | got the, the baptismby fire but | |earned
fromthe best of the best and I am so proud and
honored to have served with these fine gentl enen
and wonmen here. | know that they have enriched the
life for it so thank you very nuch

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you
Counci| Menber Ignizio followed by Council Menber

Fidl er.
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COUNCI L MEMBER IGNIZIO Yes if | just
may vote on all Land Use. [off mc conments] Sorry
everybody. | vote no on Inro 1162-A, no on 1208-A,
no on 1210-A, no on 1204-A, and aye on all others.
Thank you

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Council Menber Fidler.

COUNCI L MEMBER FIDLER: Majority Leader
Ri vera may | have the unani nous consent of the body

to vote no on everything Charles Barron proposed

t oday?

[l aught er]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: There you go.

COUNCI L MEMBER FIDLER 1 also sitting
here I, | realize the nost inportant acconplishment
that we’ve had in our 12 years in the council is

convincing Jimy Oddo that it’'s okay to get

married. So | want to say that. Now on a nuch nore
serious basis I, | want to say a few thank you's
and 1’mgoing to try, especially considering that
95 percent of the folks have left. I’"msure they're
all heading out to ny toy drive tonight in Brooklyn
right? Sonme, some, some thank you's and do it

briefly. I want to thank Speaker Christine Quinn
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and a John Lindsey was running for mayor in,
reelection for mayor in 1969 and he said that being
mayor of New York was the second toughest job in
Anerica. | honestly think he was wong about that.
| think being Speaker of the City Council is the
second toughest job in Anerica. | think Christine
Quinn did a maginificent job doing it and | think
she probably paid a price for having done the job
so well. And | certainly want to express ny thanks
to her for that job. | nmean that fromthe bottom of
my heart. |I’mnot going to single out many peopl e.
| do want to thank Chuck and Ranone really well the
front line of so nuch of the abuse that was thrown
our way. Inez stole ny thunder and | wanted to
t hank Barbara Scaffidi because we all know that
Barbara is truly in charge here.

[l aughter]

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO To ny friend
for life Jimmy Oddo. | want to thank himfor
teaching ne and so many others of us that partisan
politics doesn't need to interfere with working
toget her and getting things done. And | know t hat
we did a lot of those things together and I w sh

they would | earn that | esson in Washi ngton and
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Albany a little bit better. W certainly |earned

t hose |l essons here. | want to, |’mnot going to,
because | only have 11 nore days in ny terml’ m not
going to thank each nenber of the staff personally
and individually. I'lIl try and do that over the
next few days. But to the central staff, to finance
staff, the legal staff, the policy analyst staff,
to all of you thank you. To ny district office
staff, and ny city hall staff thank you. | know and
everyone of us here should know t hat whenever we
get to |l ook good you are truly the w nd between,
beneath our wi ngs. You are the ones who make it
possible for us to I ook good and | really, really
thank you all fromthe bottomof ny heart. | want
to thank Karl and the security staff, anyone who
was here on the day that Janes Davis was shot.

W' || understand just really how i nportant what
they do has been and I, | just, it’'s, it’s really a
t hankl ess job that they do. And I, | do really
appreciate it Karl and to all of you. To ny

col l eagues, to ny friends and coll eagues | want to
thank you all for the relationships that we have
built here. | hope they are going to |last for nany

many years to cone. | think that they will always
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last in ny heart, ny, ny newy nended heart. And
[laughter] you know I, I know we’' |l work together
in some capacity or another and if not then we'l]|
just be friends |I hope. A word of advice to those
that we’re | eaving behind and those that are com ng
in the door. 12 years goes fast, 8 years goes even
faster. And | just want to council you not to waste
any of that tine to, to work every day for the
things that you believe in and things that wll
make |ives better in the city of New York. And
especially this piece of advice which is to find
sonet hing that you feel passionately about and try
to make a true difference on that issue. If you can
do that with just one issue you will be able to

| ook back after your time here be it 12 years, 8
years, 4 years whatever and know that you didn't
waste your tinme, that is was worthwhile. For ne as
t he speaker nentioned earlier that issue was
runaway and honel ess youth. And | know that there
are thousands of kids, maybe even tens of thousands
of kids. Ckay they will not be w thout hope,

wi thout a place to sleep, wthout a nmeal because of
the work that you all did and the staff all did and

we did together as a council. | know that | want to
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say on their behalf thank you to each and every one
of you for making that happen. It neans a lot to
me. It should nean a lot to you. I know it neans a
lot to them And so in conclusion it’s not good bye
it’s see you later. In the words | believe his | ast
speech on the floor of the council Speaker G fford
MIller and the, the immortal Lieutenant Commander

Spock I want to say to all of you live |long and

prosper and |I'lIl see you all tonight at New York
Cty' s largest toy drive. Thank you. | |ove you
all.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much Council Menber. Council Menber Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Good
afternoon. | just wanted to...\Well permnission to
vote on all Land Use and General Order call -ups.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Alrighty. |
vote aye on all Land Use itens and | abstain on
1056 and vote aye on the rest of all the general
order call-ups. Just wanted to say thank you to
Speaker Quinn. W' re passing a Sandy tracker bil
today and | wanted to thank her for her certain her

gui dance and, and, and, and work on all the Sandy
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related things in ny community. There’s al so sone
other folk. And just thank you in general for being
a friend, being soneone who we could call on on any
i ssue and whether we agreed on all that, that’s
anot her question but at the sane tinme you were
al ways receptive and always |istened to our
concerns. So thank you for all of your service. And
| also wanted to thank sone other menbers from your
staff. Ranpbne Martinez, Preston N ebl ack, Tanisha
Edwar ds, Margaret Nel son[phonetic] in particular
for their work on the Sandy tracking bill and for
all of their service here. | also wanted to end by
t hanki ng our Queens Del egation Chair Leroy Conrie
who served and done a | ot for Southeast Queens and
wanted to say we have big shoes obviously to fil
with you living, |eaving here but we will fight
and, and, and certainly carry on your |egacy here
and make sure that Southeast Queens brings hone
their fair share of, of resources. So thank you to
all the coll eagues Donenic, Recchia, so many of you
who have given gui dance when | cane in although I
was here for 10 years prior. You know when you cone
in here it’s still a world that you' re adjusting

to. And I'm I'’mthankful for all of your guidance
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and help and God speed and I wi sh you all well.
Thank you

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Next we have Council Menber Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Thank you very
much Majority Leader. | just want to take the
opportunity to all, to say to all ny col |l eagues who
are | eaving right now thank you for your service to
the city council and thank you al so for your
service to the good city of New York. Each one of
you, you are special. You are special and you have
contributed to the city council and you have
contributed to make you New York City a better
place. It is, you know the beauty of the city
council is to see people fromdifferent
ethnicities, different background, different faith
wor ki ng together to better the life of people that
we are serving. And | can say that with you the
city’'s better, with you people and New York City
are better off. My father usual, usually say that
life is a long process of |earning and | can say
that the city council is a true school. After
serving in the city council you are ready to serve

anywhere and to fit anywhere. And you are all wll
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be a great asset for any instutition where you are
going. And let nme say that, that all of you, you
went above and beyond your duty. Not only serving
t he people of the good city of New York but even
when there is a disaster, any type of trouble in
the city, like Sandy, even in other countries |ike
Hai ti, Japan, and Philipines, we all cone together
to alleviate the suffering of all you know peopl e
that I, who are in need. For all that, to all of
you fromthe bottomof ny heart thank you. Thank
you very nuch. To the speaker thank you so nmuch for
your | eadershi p. Thank you for your dedication and
your |love to serve New York City. And | want to
take the opportunity also to say that w thout your
wonder ful staff you couldn’t do it. To all the
nmenebers of your wonderful staff thank you. Thank
you so nuch. To all of you have a bl ess, safe, and
happy hol i day. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Next is Council Menber Karen Koslowtz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Thank you.
You know four years ago | decided to run for city

council for two reasons. One reason was when | wal k
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t hrough ny streets and | saw all the work that was
done and that | could say | did it. For all the

| egislation that was put forth I could say that’s
ny | egislation. But one of the nobst inportant
reasons that | ran again was because of Christine
Quinn. | served with Christine in the city counci
in 1991 she was Chief of Staff to Senator Tom

Twai n[ phonetic] and we worked on donestic
partnership. And | ook how far we’ ve conme with
domesti c partnership. Another issue we worked on at
that tine was aids. Aids was ranpid through the
city. People were dying left and right and we

wor ked on that, we created an agency and today | ook
at the nunbers conpared to 1991. And that was with
Christine Quinn. And then she left. And then she
cane back in 1999 as a Council Menber and | had the
pl easure of working with her until termlimts. |
was termlimted so to all my coll eagues who are

| eaving | know what the feeling is. You don’t know
what tonorrow holds but trust nme it will be great.
You will go, ny grandma al ways had a saying; you

cl ose one door and anot her door opens and it wll
happen to you. And then | came back and | have to

tell you Christine the last four years has been
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wonderful . 1 consider you nmy friend. I will walk
with you through Iife fromtoday until ever. Thank
you for everything you have done for the council,
for me, and for the people of the city of New York.
| love you.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: |, can | just
say one nore thing. To the staff | have to say al so
| consider you ny famly. Wenever there was a cal
made to you you canme back. You cared about ny
community and ny col | eagues’ comunity. And to al
of you thank you so nuch for everything.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. We're going to shift the order only for
peopl e who are going to vote and not speak and for
t hose who want to speak we're going to stay within
the normal order out of respect for people who have
rai sed their hands earlier. So the next person who
asked to, to vote is Council Menber D ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Perm ssion to
vote on the general order Cal endar.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Aye on all
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Council Menber Koslowitz you voted right? Did
you vot e?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: No.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: No, okay she
didn’t vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: | vote aye on
Land Use call -ups and general order cal endar. Aye.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: kay thank you.
Next we have Council Menber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you. This
has been a particularly rough year for ne. |
started off this year with nmy good friend Marie
Chri stopher a tenant activist passing away and |
end it with a good friend Terry Di Fi ore passing
away. More so | have to say good bye to ny friends
and ny col |l eagues. For those of you who don’t know
| like to fight for change but | only |ike change
when it’s the change that | want.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: And so it is
bittersweet because | don’'t want you guys to | eave.
And for sone of you you know district may want you

back, you |ove your jobs and you' d like to do it
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but there’s this little law that prevents you from
doing it and | never really quite understood that
law. But | wanted to just say a few nore things.
Yesterday | held ny last hearing in this

| egi sl ative session as the chair of the Public
Housing Comrittee and to all of you who will be
recei ving packets of all the capital projects that
have been conpl eted and not conpleted so that we
can keep track of them And with that | al so want
to say to ny good friend and ny co-chair of the
Wman’' s Caucus Jessica Lappin | will mss you
dearly. And to ny friend and sister and ny speaker,
Christine Quinn. | met you 27 years ago while we
wer e doi ng housi ng work together. You were straight
t hen.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you for
com ng over to our side. And thank you for com ng
over to our side because you nmake the LGBT
comuni ty proud.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: But fromthe kid
fromthe projects | have to say under your

| eadership Chris we have done so nmuch for public
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housing. | don’t knowif you really realize it and
| know people out there don’t realize it. During
the last eight years 175 mllion dollars fromthis
city council to public housing.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: 98 million in
capital nenber itens that we passed in our district
under your |eadership. 77 million dollars in
initiatives to stop the closing of senior centers,
to stop the closing of our comunity centers and to
deal with the repair back order log in public
housi ng. We did that and you hel ped us do that
Chri s.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: So on behal f of
everyone in the projects in case they' re not saying
it 1"msaying. Thank you so nuch. And you nmake ne
proud. You nake young wonen and girls and wonen in
this city proud and you nake the LGBT community
proud and I will mss you. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much Rosie. Up next we have Council Menber Peter

Val | one.
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COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you. My
Christmas gift is | will be very brief. I want to
t hank the speaker. She is sonmeone who gets things
done and she works her tail off and |I think today
is a, is the perfect exanple of that and sonething
she doesn’t get cred it for we have all thanked the
staff because we coul d not have done anyt hi ng,
anyt hi ng we’ ve acconplished without the staff...

[ nterpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: ..but she hired
the staff. She brought you here and she deserves
credit for this great staff. Let’s hear for the
staff of these people. My coll eagues we have had
sonme awesone debates. It’s been great but we have
stayed friends throughout. That neans so nmuch to
me, to the press who has to listen to us yamrer
like right now on and on. W, we will be hone for
Christmas |’ m hopi ng.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: So hang in
there. Hang in there. The staff as | said we
coul dn’t have done anything w thout you guys. My

own personal staff and your staff just, just, just
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amazing. | want to thank you for allow ng ne the
privilege, the privilege of being Public Safety
chair for the last 12 years. My mddle nanme is
Fortunate a | ot of people wonder what the F stands
for and that’s what it is. And, and | amtruly
truly fortunate to have nmet and worked with all of
you. It is an honor and a privilege to have served
with you for the last 12 years and to call you al
friends. And just everybody nerry Christnms and God
bl ess. Thank you all very nuch.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber
Br ewer .

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: Thank you very
much. I1t’s certainly been an honor and a privil ege
to serve with Speaker Quinn to work in concert to
have a | arge permanent | egacy of inprovenent and
progressive change. | think what we do is we share
a lot of constituent crazinesses. W know all the
frequent flyers on the West side.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: | do want to
make sure that | thank ny staff because they

deserve all of the credit for what we have
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achieved. | want to nention Schuler Warren, WII
Col egrove...[i nt er pose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVEER: ..Gabri el
Val eez[ phonetic], Jesse Bodi ne, Myzabra
Rodri guez[ phonetic], Ann Cunni ngham And from past
years Assenbly Menber Brian Kavanagh, Bruce
Li e[ phonetic], Sam Wong[ phonetic], Allie Davis,
Josh Vosi an[ phonetic], and Thonmas Hunt[ phoneti c]
just to nane a few. But | really want to al so thank
and have great admiration for the Speaker’s staff.
| know t hat Governnent Operations. |’ve had the
pl easure of chairing Council David Seitzer, Policy
Anal yst Ti m Madi soft[ phonetic], and former Counci
Seth Grossnman and Matt Gelb. The | egislative
division is fantastic. And I want to thank Rob
Newman, Al ex Vetasnic[phonetic], Laura Popa, Tarise
Anazer [ phonetic], Jeff Baker who worked on so many
i ssues certainly the open data bill and certainly
all the work they did on paid sick days. From
finance division Preston N black, Jeff Rhoda,
Nat han Toth, Scott Crow ey, Janes Reyes, Latonya
McKi nney who saved chil dcare, Regi na Ryan, John

Russel |, Tani sha Edwards, and many nore because
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they work so hard with nme on the mllions of
dollars for capital projects, for schools, and
parks, and culturals. And also | want to thank al
their work with the Manhattan Del egati on where we
wor ked on di scretionary and nonprofits and all the
chal | enges. And the speaker nentioned in her press
conference earlier today about tenants and housing
and that is the work al so thanks to the budget
division. W had these wonderful housing clinics
and thanks to Chair Dilan. I'’mvery proud of al
the work we did on creating new park |land, historic
districts, landmarks. And | want to thank Gale
Benjami n and her amazing staff for helping us with
all of those issues.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVWER: |1’ m very parti al
to technol ogy as you all know and I want to thank
Chris Lawl er[ phonetic] and his IT team because they
make it possible for us to have a...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: ..snpoot h
i npl enment ati on of technol ogy, webcasting, and |I’'m
so excited of course about the webcasting. And as

you know the whole city is going to have to be
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webcasting within 90 days. | want to thank the
General Counsel’s office Liz Fine, Jim
Karri s[ phonetic], Chuck Davis, Danielle
Bal berro[ phonetic] for all of their work. And I
want to thank the Director of Security Karl D abla.
| want to thank the Sergeant at Arns Rafael, Raffy
Per ez[ phonetic].

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: And before him
Elias Cabrera and all of the staff who are so nice.
And in conmunications Janey McShane, and Bill
Al ertiez[phonetic] and everybody in comrunications
and Christine MLaughlin and her staff nade our
beautiful, beautiful..[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: .flyers and
leaflets. And | want to thank Ed O Mall ey[ phoneti c]
who worked with nme when | was here in 1978. That’s
when | started with Ruth Messi nger and Pauge
Torro[ phonetic] and | think Ruthy’s, Ruthy | |oved
because she was there then too. And | want to thank
Chuck Meer a[ phonetic] and Ranone Martinez as well
as Margaret Nel son and Gary Altman[phonetic] and

all the wonderful people in the Speaker’s office. I
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al so want to thank of course the nmenbers of the
Manhatt an Del egati on. W worked together. Co-chair
Dan Garodnick recently and the great, great |ake
Phil Reed. W owe a great deal of debt to the nmayor
and to his exceptional comm ssioners for their
| eadership, their managenent, and the
i npl ementation of the laws and policies. W didn't
al ways agree but we nmade the city a better place. |
know many of them before they were appoi nted but
all had been helpful to ne, to ny staff, and to ny
constituents nost inportantly. I wish themall the
best. I am nost proud of the work we’ve done on
paid sick | eave and today we are passing the fina
bill to nake the technical changes to inprove that
|aw. We actually have passed, | passed 37 | aws and
20 resolutions and | want to thank the Speaker and
her staff and everyone here, all ny coll eagues for
maki ng that possible. |'mexcited about the open
data | aw and as the speaker nentioned all the work
t hat she has done al so on transparency and
br oadband and technol ogy, text nessaging. Local
source, our |local food sourcing law wi |l save 200
jobs so far and nany nore to go. W worked on

accessi bl e pedestrian crossing. W’ ve worked on
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pedestrian safety with Council Menber Vacca.
Bi cyclists who have commercial work to do are
sl owed down. Tenant protection, building
i nspections, banned snoking in the parks, worked on
illegal hotels, nuch, nmuch nore. But so | want to
thank all of you for 12 great years working in
service to the city that we love. It started with
the fresh denocracy council. | just want the new
folks to know that we had foruns. We had foruns. It
is bittersweet to be noving on fromthe best job
and the nost fun |’ve ever had in governnent. And I
al so recall the words of Mayor David D nki ns when
he left office. Mayors cone and go but the life of
the city nmust endure. So it is with us and wi sh
each and every one of ny coll eagues the best of
your endeavors and | |look forward to working with a
new council. As Manhattan Borough President | | ook
forward to working with Jimy Oddo in particul ar
and I want to thank ny husband Cal Schnei der. Thank
you.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you

t hank you very nuch. Council Menber Eugene to vote.
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COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Thank you
Majority Leader. | want to request the unani nous
consent to vote on all the Land Use call-up and al
the item And today’'s agenda. Thank you very nuch
| vote aye on all

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Council ...[ i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Counci | Menber
Dr omm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM Thank you very
much. | want to take this opportunity also to thank
nmy col |l eagues for nmaking these first four years in
t he council such a wonderful experience especially
to Leroy Conrie who's | eaving as our del egation
chair. But I, | waited today to be able to speak on
ny friend Christine Quinn and to thank her for al
t hat she has done for the LGBT comunities. | don't
know i f people realize how extrenely difficult it
is for a |l eshian woman to achi eve the achi evenents
t hat Speaker Christine Quinn has done and what
great hope she gave the gay comrunity throughout
all of her years of public service. |I’'ve known

Speaker Quinn for 22 years and in fact we used to
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wal k the streets of Jackson Heights at 1:00 in the
nor ni ng going fromdisco to disco turning off the
nmusi ¢ and handi ng out flyers so that people would
feel safe on the streets. And we were actually
| ooking for the nurderers of Julio
Ri ver a[ phonetic], a young Latino gay man who was
killed by three white suprem sts, skin heads out
hunting. And that was the word that they used for a
honmosexual to kill. And | al so know Christine Quinn
fromthe days G.ID, Gay and Lesbi an | ndependent
Denocrats where nmuch of the | eadership in the gay
community today canme out of that club. And
i ncl udi ng Rosie, nyself, Jimy, Tom Dwayne, and al
of us were in that club. And just to say that as a
person who has led a |life of personal exanple to
all of us. And | can renmenber being in a very
conservative district in Queens where you know 20
years ago it wasn’'t popular to speak on LGBT issues
and you spoke el oquently of your relationship with
Kimand it was such a big hit in that conmmunity and
you really were able to win people over. And that
is your |egacy. And I know that you know one of the
big things for me as a fornmer educator has been

LGBT history. And when that book on LGBT history is
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witten your picture, your face, and all the good
deeds that you have done for our comunity will be
i ncluded in that book. Thank you very much for al
you have done for our conmmunity.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber
Lappi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPIN: So | haven’'t
been here as long as Jimmy Oddo but | have spent
the last 15 years working for the Cty Council; for
the first eight working for Speaker Gfford MIIer
and the last eight as an el ected nenber of this
body and | love this institution. It is an
i ncredi bly powerful and neani ngful place and I’ ve
been very honored to be a nenber here. | ran for
the Gty Council in the first place because |
wanted to try and nmake a difference in real and
meani ngful concrete ways and, and | believe that I
did. And I’mvery very proud of all of the work
that we’ve done together really; adding school
seats, opening new parks, and the FDR nenorial on
Roosevel t Island which is fabul ous. Regul ating
crisis pregnancy centers, saving senior centers as

I nez was nice enough to nmention, protecting the
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historic fabric of our city, and Rosie was al ways
on Landmarks with ne, and passi ng neani ngf ul
construction safety legislation after the cranes
col |l apsed on the East side. But | would say just as
nmeani ngful are really the friendships and that’s
why |’ m choked up today. | feel like |I'’m graduating
col | ege.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: You know real ly
really excited about what’s next but it’s you know
sad to | eave people behind. So, not that we'll all
be | eaving each other behind. But sonme of you who |
served with as staff; Ranone, Jeff, Chuck, Barbara
who was at ny weddi ng. The people who aren’t here
today |i ke Peter Ryder, and Mira Kenny...

[i nterpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: ..Scott Mel vin,
and Torrance who | saw, and Wayne. And then the
people who |I’ve gotten to know nore recently in the
| ast few years; Jam e and Preston and, and Rob it’s
just been wonderful to work wth you all and, and
all of ny colleagues that are still here. It has

been really just an honor to serve with all of you.
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It’s an incredibly talented and special group of
people. And Christine you are just you know

passi onate and warm and tough and smart and a true
| eader. And no matter what you do next you’ re going
to continue to lead. | have ny own dreamteam sone
of whom are here today. Linzy and Ma, Mchelle,

Ti ana, and Ethel who guys you’' ve worked so hard,

so, so hard on behalf of our constituents. And of
course Jane. Nobody’s worked harder than Jane.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: Who Chuck once
ki cked out of a staff neeting. Do you renenber
that? I know you' re so happy that | brought that
up.

[l aught er]

[ background conmmrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: You know Jane
you, you have just...All those | ate night phone
calls fromBetty Cooper Wallerstein and the
count| ess hours of the Lexington Denocratic O ub
and petitioning out on those hot days for a | ot of
peopl e who are actually here in this roomtoday al
over the city. You' re just, | love you so nuch you

know t hat ?
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[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: She was mny boss
originally and a great boss at that. She still is.
| have sat here many tines and actually | ooked up
at those words by Lincoln; A governnment of the
peopl e, by the people, for the people, and have had
this opportunity to be part of this American
experi nment of denocracy was really special. And |
will never forget the first vote | cast here and
how sort of that weight of responsibility you feel.
And, and eight years later |, | still feel that
same way, so hunbled and really odd to be here. So
t hank you all

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you
Jessica. Council Menber Mealy. Council Menber
Meal y.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: | vote aye on al
and I w sh everyone a bl ess and prosperous New
Year. And | |ove you Speaker Quinn and all ny
col | eagues. Peace.

[l aughter]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very

much Council Menber. Next we have Council Menber
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Chin followed by Council Menber Rose, followed by
Counci | Menber Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N: Thank you. | just
want to take this opportunity to really thank al
ny col |l eagues. | have such a wonderful first term
and 1’myou know really | ooking forward to comi ng
back. And I wanted to thank my speaker, our speaker
Chris Quinn. | nmean we net nore than 20 years ago
when | was running for the city council and you
were the, the canpai gn nanager for Tom Dwane. He
made it in and | didn’t and it took me another 20
years but |'’mjust blessed that | have the
opportunity to serve with you. And | thank you for
bei ng so supportive of me in ny first term
especially with so many Land Use projects and al so
traj edy that happened in the district. And ny
communi ty and nyself we really thank you for
supporting us and working with us to fight for
justice for Private Danny Chen. And | think that
the famly, the parent really appreciate you being
there when we had the hearing on the resolution and
ny col |l eagues for voting to support the resolution
and co-namng that we did in the | ast stated

hearing. So Chris good |uck and just you know bl ess
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you and whatever you do you have our |ove. And we
know you' Il be fine and you'll be great. | also
want to take a nonent to thank Council Menber
Conrie, the chair of the Land Use. Even though |’ m
not on Land Use but it seens like |I’m always there.
And your word of encouragenent and support it was
trenmendous. He said Margaret just fight for what
you want and they’' Il listen. Wth all the Land Use
project that, that we have went trough | really
appreci ate the support that you have given ne.

Anot her col | eague Council Menber Domnenic Recchia
with all the, you know the China Town bid, the SOHO
bid and all those hearings that you have to endure
but you was so supportive to sit down with me to
neet with the opposition, neet with the supporter,
and | really enjoy sitting with you at those budget
hearings and to really see your commtnent to
maki ng sure that programthat served the city gets
funded and the people who cone to City Hall to
testify you were there frombeginning to end to
listen to every single one of them Especially

t hose kids, the rap kids. They always get their
fundi ng because they were here and I, and | thank

you for your support on the budget process. And of
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course to all the, the council staff, the, the
central staff you know Gale, the Land Use staff,
Chuck always calling ne to see what we need help on
and | really appreciate that, and of course Ranpbne
you know hel pi ng us and gi ving us gui dance on al
those Land Use that | have to endure. And ny

brot her Robert Jackson, you know chair of the

Bl ack, Latino, Asian Caucus and chair of the
Education Commttee to really thank you for I|ike
taking care of ne as a little sister. You're
probably one of the few people who will always |ove
nme.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N: But, and | | ook
forward to serving with Gal e as ny Borough
President. It, it’s been such a pleasure having you
know t hat opportunity again. And al so Counci
Menber Lappin it was a pleasure serving on the, the
Aging Commttee with you as the chair that we’ve
done so much especially to bring to light the issue
of the adult daycare and hopefully we can get sone
regul ati on over there. And thanks again to all ny
col | eagues and | wi sh everyone a happy holiday and

merry Christmas. Thank you.
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[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: Ch can | have
perm ssion to vote...[interpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: ..on all the
general order item| vote aye on all. Thank you
very nmuch

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Next we have
Counci| Menmber Rose and if you’' re speaking and want
to vote do it at the sanme tinme so that way you
don’t have to get called again. Council Menber
Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE: Thank you. |, |1
want to say that this, ny first termas a freshman
has been marked by the opportunity to work with
| egends. The Council Menbers that are |eaving the
chanbers today for the last tine are truly | egends.
| read about you before | was elected and | was
i npressed by the work that you did and | wanted to
enmul ate you and | hope that I, | was able to do so.

I, I want to say that you know navi gating the rough
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waters of city governnent was nmade easier because
of the caliber of colleagues that | have here in
council and central staff. | want to thank the
central staff. | want to especially thank the

foll owi ng menbers who put up with ne, treated ne
delicately but firmy, and I want to thank, | want
to thank Ranbne who |’ve, |’ve teased over the four
years. Every tine Ranone called ne | felt like |
was being summoned to the principal’s office.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE: And |, as with
bei ng sunmoned to the principal’s office you often
learn a lesson. And | want to thank Ranone for the
| essons that you know he taught ne. | want to thank
Chuck for being especially accessible and hel pful
in, in nmy daily nmaneuverings here. And to Preston
and Jeff who probably thought that the endl ess
questions were never going to cease | want to thank
you and Latonya and Tani sha. And | want to thank
Gal e Benjamin and her staff for hel ping nme get
t hrough the biggest project, that’s the Euler
project that Staten Island s ever seen, a 625 foot
wheel , 150 outlet stores, and a hotel, and a

partridge and a pear tree.
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[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE: | want to thank
you for hel ping nme through that process. | want to
t hank Doneni ¢ Recchi a the newest nenber of the
Staten |sland del egation for...[interpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: ..for recogni zing
that Staten Island had sone special needs and, and
for hel ping us neet sone of those needs. My tenor
here has been, 1’ m honored and hunbl ed to have
worked with such a distinguished and all this body
of professionals, humanitarians, and selfl ess
advocates for the people of New York City. | thank
you for a rich experience. |I know that all of you
are going to be sorely missed and the skills that
you brought to us. | want to thank you all for your
| eadership in all of the special ways that you
have. | have to recogni ze chair Jackson for his
| eadership of the Black Caucus. And all of you I
woul d I ove to nanme you by, by name so those of you
that are here, that's remaining, Lou Fidler, Leroy
Conrie, D ana Reyna, Robert Jackson, and ny
M nority Leader who is now my Borough President |

am hunbl ed and, and excited about what’s going to
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happen on Staten Island, Donenic Recchia ny
Congressnan to be, Gale Brewer, Jessica Lappin
t hank you for what you’ ve done for our seniors, and
for Tish James our public advocate. | thank you
all. You ve nmade this very special. And to
Christine Quinn who is a phenonenal worman who had a
tough job. It was like herding cats and you
actually mastered it. And I thank you Chris for the
opportunity. And Joel Rivera...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE: .who it was hard
to keep order with so many steller perfornmers. So
I, I thank you all and | vote aye on all and |
wi sh you all a healthy and safe holiday.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much Council Menber. We're going to shift alittle
bit for a second. Council Menber Dromm has to vote
then we go back to Council Menber Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROMW Thank you. |’ m
one of those who've forgotten. | vote aye on al
Land Use itens and all general order cal endar
itens. Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

Counci | Menber Lander.
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COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Thank you very
much. | just want to echo the sentinents that so
many fol ks have said. The passion today expressed
by the departing nmenbers of this body in what
Jessica and Gale and Ji mry and Lou and, and Robert
had to say. Your passion for public service, for
the people of this city, for this body as an
institution, for the trust that has been placed in
us i s deeply, deeply noving and hunbling. | know
what you’ ve done in your districts and what you’ ve
done here and what you’ve done in your |eadership
is extraordinary and really inspiring and |
appreciate the enotion, and the depth, and passion
of your remarks today. | do want to single out ny
chairman. It was an honor serving as a subcommittee
chair under Chair Conrie. And Land Use, Donenic you
have been a nentor to nme and | | ook forward to
continuing to work closely with you in your next
step. And Madam Speaker while I know that the |ast
year hasn’t been an easy year for, for anyone. In
some ways | aminspired by your passion, by your
smarts, by the |l eadership that you' ve shown in this
body, and | have real, real deep personal respect

for you. And I thank you for what you have given
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t hese past years to the people of the city of New
York very, very deeply and genuinely. |I’m not going
to do the staff by nanme but | have been so lucky to
have so many of you take tinme with nme, help ne
figure things out, tell me when |I'’mway off base,
and I'mreally, really very deeply grateful for it.
| ook forward to continuing to work in different
ways with everybody in the room Thank you very,
very nmuch. | request unani nbus consent to vote aye
on all itens on today’ s cal endar

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: | vote aye on
all.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: kay. Thank you
very nmuch. Seeing no others I'll be the last to say
just a few words. | apol ogi ze Madam Speaker. She
anxi ously was about to get up. | was going to neke
a very long speech but you know in, in hindsight I
decided to make it as short as | possibly can.
Being el ected in 2001 as the youngest ever el ected
it was a great experience for nme over the past 12
and a half years to begin the Gty Council to
serve. There’'s so many of you. You have taught ne

so nmuch over the years and you really shaped who
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amas a person. | want to thank each and every
singl e one of you for that. You know they say life
i s about of, about our experiences and they say
never take forgranted any day or any person that
you neet because tonorrow i s never prom sed to you
and the people you neet are those who shape who you
are and those that are the, the people that wll

gui de you through life. So you know with that being
said | just want to thank everybody. It’s been a
trenendous, trenendous | earning experience. It
feels like the | ast day of school |ike Jessica
said. It feels like we're the class of 2013. | fee
i ke we should have caps and gowns and you know
have a graduati on cerenony over here because sone
of us are graduating and noving on into the next
chapters of our lives and it’s going to be
sonething to celebrate and not sonething to be sad
over. Because |like |I said you know this has been a
great honor you know for all of us to be Counci
Menmbers. You know to sit in our seats and to debate
the issues of the day and to stand here to talk
about how we need to save fire houses, how we need
to save senior centers, how we need to protect our

yout h and i nprove education, and to thank all the
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activists and the advocates who have been there
every year during the budget season to renind us
you know what a 70 billion dollar plus budget neans
to the people of the city of New York. So again |’ m
going to keep it short, just wanted to say thank
you. And to the class of 2013 thank you, thank you,
t hank you.

[ appl ause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: And now of
course...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON QUI NN:  Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: .we saved the
best for |ast.

[l aught er]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Speaker Qui nn.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Just a coupl e quick
t hi ngs before we nove onto the agenda which even
t hough nost people voted | do actually technically
have to read into the record so [l aughter] bear
with me on that. First of all | just want to say a
coupl e of quick thank you's. | have a lot | could
say but trust me | wouldn't get through it so...|
want to thank all of ny colleagues for all of their

support. | want to thank the staff.
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[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: |1’ m not saying nmuch and
|’ m not even getting through it. There is no group
of people who get |ess financial conpensation for
what they do then all of you. There's no group of
peopl e who have put their heart and their soul into
making this city and world a better place. There is
no group of people that has had nmy back and
everybody’ s back 24/7, 365 days a year than all of
you. I wish | had words to say thank you. | w sh
everytinme a constituent that was attractive, a
little snotty there...[interpose]

[l aught er]

SPEAKER QUINN: | wi sh everytine a
constituent canme to any one of us that we could
take a filmand audio of it and send it to all of
you. | wish all of you could have seen that little
girl who lost control and bawl ed uncontrol |l ably
much like nme on primary day when she got to see
this wonan who was running for mayor. | w sh you
had seen ny nei ghbor wait for ne outside ny door a
coupl e of nights ago to tell ne how well her son
was doing in high school and the difference we had

made, ny district office, in their housing life. |
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wi sh all of you could have felt the hug | got one
day from a donestic violence survivor who we hel ped
deal with her batterer in jail, put her batterer in
jail. You will never have gotten all of that but I
want you to know there’s a mllion of those. And
this city is a better place because of all of you.
And | just wanted to say thank you. | want to thank
you on behalf of 8.4 mllion New Yorkers who you
have sl aved for and you have made this city a
better, nore fair, and nore just place. And I am so
proud of the administration we ran here. W were
tough, we didn't take any shit. Wat the hell. You
know what I'’msaying it's ny last...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN: And sonetinmes we didn't
take that in public and sonetines we didn't take it
in private but we got things done and we nmade this
city a better place. And when you | eave what ever
you're |last day is be so incredibly proud, be
incredibly proud that a city that is the greatest
city inthe wrld is better because of all of you.
"1l end by saying you know this is a city where
all of ny grandparents canme fromlreland with

not hi ng. My maternal grandfather John Call ahan cane
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here with a 3'¢ grade education, Kim Catullo ny
wi fe who snuck who didn’t say she was com ng has
heard this story a mllion tinmes. He cane over with
a 3'9 grade education. He was a nil knman. Many of
his brothers spent years in and out you know of the
drunk tank as it’s occasionally a problemin our
famly. But he rose to the rank of Battalion Chief
in the New York City fire departnent. He drove
Mayor Laguardia to fires. And he would end every
famly gathering with this, and this is what | wll
| eave you with and | hope it rem nds you of the

greatness of our city. Goodbye, goodluck, and God

bl ess you. And that’s all | have to say. And |I vote
aye on all.

[ appl ause]

[ pause]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN: So from Ji my (Qddo’ s
eigth grade graduation to here let’s get back to
t he agenda.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So now t hat
officially concludes comuni cation fromthe
Speaker .

[l aught er]
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Now we can
actually get onto the business of the day. W now
nove on to discussion of general orders. W have
Counci | Menber Jackson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you
Majority Leader and | thank you for being, chairing
out...[interpose]

SPEAKER QUINN: You didn't rise.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Ch no. | didn't
rise. Sorry | rise in order to speak on this
particular item Pat Jones who is one of the street
co- nam ngs was a wonan who chaired Conmunity Board
9 and chaired al so the West Harl em Loca
Devel opment Caucus in this conmunity of benefits
agreenent with Colunbia University. She passed
away. One day they found her, she failed to show up
for a neeting and everyone was trying to call her
and she passed away at her hone. And she’ s done so,
so nmuch for our conmunity and West Harl em t hat
clearly, clearly in everyone’s mnd she' s deserving
of a street co-naned for her. And | just wanted to
say publically on the record that for people |ike
Pat Jones who really really deserve it I’mso proud

as a nenber of this body in order to put forward
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her nane for a street co-nami ng in her honor. To
her famly | want you to know she’s done a
fantastic job for our community and I'’mso proud to
do that. And | thank you Majority Leader for
| eadi ng us on the continuous basis at all stated
neet i ngs.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Council Menber Janes.

COUCNI L MEMBER JAMES: Today we are
passi ng several pieces of |legislation out of the
sanitation and solid waste conmttee. The first
bill it’s in regards to the polystryrin foans
sponsored by Council Menber Lou Fidler and nyself.
The bill will call upon the Departnent of
Sani tation Comm ssioner to, to determ ne the
recyclability of foamw thin the existing
departnent of sanitation infrastructure. If the
material is deened to be recyclable then the
comm ssi oner nmust designate it and include it in
our residential recycling program If the
comm ssioner determnes that it's not recycl able
then the material will be banned from food service
establ i shnments and other |ocations. Several notable

changes have been nade to this bill since this
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conmttee, since we last heard it in committee

i ncludi ng a hardshi p expension for small busi nesses
and nonprofits and a six nonth grace period before
tickets can be issued. In addition the second bill
is proposed intro 1162 which | amthe prine sponsor
in conjuction with the mayor and this bil
establ i shes a commerci al conposting program for

| arge restaurants, grocery stores, caterers and
other food, food related establishnents. Begi nning
July 1%', 2015 the conmissioner will be required to
regural ly exam ned and determ ne the anount of
conposting capacity within one hundred mles of the
city and to require conposting at |arge food
generators, comnmencerate with the avail able
conmposting capacity. This bill also includes a six
nmonth grace period. In addition |’m proud to have
sponsored the LIU expansion. | look forward to a
new sports facility at LIU and Fort G een. And |
thank, | want to also lastly thank ny staff Asia,
Barbara, Phillis, Ggi, Julissa, Fernando, G na,
and Alfred Gotto who has passed on, and of course
Kate Seely-Kirk, Dan Avery, and Jared

Hoger [ phonetic]. Thank you.
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Seeing no others for general discussions,
di scussion of general orders we’'ll now nove on to
reports of special conmttees.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Reports of
St andi ng Commi tt ees.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmttee on Civil Service and the Labor Intro
1208- A, enpl oyee sick tine.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Commttee on Community Devel opnment Intro 891-A,
annual report on poverty.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmi ttee on Consunmer Affairs Intro 876-A, sidewalk
caf é.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Intro 1039-A, sidewal k

caf és.
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SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Intro 1177-A, record
keepi ng requirenments for secondhand deal ers.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmittee on Contracts Intro 193-A, energency
procur enents.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Committee on Envrionnental Protection Intro 867-A,
envi ronnmental hazard renedi ati on program

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on

general orders.

160

COWM TTEE CLERK: Intro 1160-A, reducing

pol lutants fromwaste hauling vehicl es.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Preconsi dered Reso
2084, environnmental review for Intro 1160-A.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Preconsi dered, coupl ed

on general orders sorry.
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COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmittee on Finance Intro 172-A, fire departnent
f ees.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: |ntro 1040-A

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Intro 1171-A, sale of
tax | eans.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders with a nessage of necessity.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Intro 1186, Hudson
Yard’ s business inprovenent district.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Intro 1204-A,
occupancy tax.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered Intro
1227.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on general

orders.

161
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COW TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered Intro
1228, prelimnary mayor, nanagenent report.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on gener al
orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Preconsi dered Reso
2090, organi zation fundi ng.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on Gener al
Or ders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered LU 1003
and Reso 2096.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on general
orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmmttee on Fire and Crimnal Justice Services
Intro 1174-A, New York Gty fire code.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders with a nessage of necessity.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Preconsi dered Reso
2081, environnental review Intro 1174.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on general
orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Commttee on Governnental Operations Intro 951-A,

notice of final rule.

162
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orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: ML338, Mayor’s veto of

Intro 951 A

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupled to be filed.

COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Committee on Health Intro 933-A, aninmal abuse
registry.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Intro 1210-A,
el ectronic cigarettes.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmittee on Housing and Buildings. Intro 1056-A,
vari ous buil ding codes.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders with a nessage of necessity.

COW TTEE CLERK: Intro 1102-A,
hazar dous nmateri al storage.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on

general orders.

163
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COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmittee on Land Use LU 961 and Reso 2097 through
LU 963 on Reso 2099.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on general
or ders.

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 987 and Reso 2100.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on gener al
orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 989 and Reso 2101,
Long I sl and Resol uti on.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on general
orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 994 through LU 999
on page ni ne, Coney I sl and.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Approved of the
nodi fications and referred to the Gty Planning
Conmmi ssion pursuant to the, to rule 11.70b of the
rules of the council in section 197d of the New

York City charter

164

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 1,000 and Reso 2102

and LU 10,000, 1001 in Reso 2103, tax exenption.
SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on general

orders.
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COW TTEE CLERK: LU 1002 in Reso 2104,
si dewal k caf é.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on gener al
orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: report of the
Conmi ttee on Parks and Recreation Preconsidered
Intro 1216.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Adopted and re-referred
to the Conmmttees on Parks and Recreations.

COW TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered 1217,
nam ng of six thoroughfares in public places.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on gener al
orders with a nessage of necessity.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmittee on Public Safety Inro 859-A police
departnment reports in parks.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl e, anended and
coupl ed on general orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmittee on Sanitation and Solid WAste Managenent
Intro 1060-A, use of polystyrene itens.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on

general orders with a nessage of necessity.

165
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COW TTEE CLERK: Reso 2058- A,
environnental review for Intro 1060-A.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Intro 1162-A,
commerci al organi c waste.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders with a nessage of necessity.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Preconsi dered Reso
2087, environnental review Intro 1162-A.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on general
orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmittee on Small Business Intro 1213-A, replacing
fines with opportunities to cure.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders with a nessage of necessity.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmittee on Transportation Intro 1055-A, police
department reports concerning vehicle collissions.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on

general orders.
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COW TTEE CLERK: Report of the
Conmittee on Veterans Into 1159-A, veteran owned
busi nesses.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
general orders.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Ceneral order
cal endar .

COWM TTEE CLERK: Into 635-A, online
publication of comuter van infornation.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on general

orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 994 through LU 999,
Coney 1 sl and.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on general
orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Resol ution of
appoi nting various persons Conm ssioner of Deeds.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on gener al
orders. And if we need a roll call left we can do
it now but | think we may not.

COW TTEE CLERK: Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: | vote, | vote

aye and I want to thank the speaker and everyone

167
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for support of the paid sick days technical changes
bill. And | vote aye. Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Conri e.

COUNCI L MEMBER COWRIE: | vote aye and
congratul ati ons to Council Menber Fidler and Reyna
for all of this changes that made the styrophoam
bill acceptable to both nenbers. And to all of the
menbers that have bills today. Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Dil an.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: Just want to take
a nmonment to thank all the fol ks who hel ped, all the
280 professionals who hel ped get the New York City
Bui | di ng Code before us today. A lot of these
pr of essi onal s whether they fromarchitectura
trades, construction trades, engineers really put
all their services for the, gave all their services
to the city for free | want to thank them for that.
| want to thank Conmm ssioner Bob Limandri and his
staff at the buildings code for getting us to this
poi nt today. And...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: .that's fine
yeah. | want to take the tine to thank the

commttee staff of the Housing and Buil di ngs
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Conmittee Bob Latham Ed AKkin[phonetic], Guillerno
Pati no who...[i nterpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: .who got us to
this point today. And just want to al so thank two
people fromthe outside who has helped ne with the
bui | di ng codes since | becane chairperson in 2006
that’s Kathy Cudahy and Dorothy Harris fromthe |ICC
| really appreciate all the guidance that you’ ve
given me. And | want to thank a group of people who
never get thank fromthe floor but that's ny, |
know it's, thisis alittle bit inappropriate Madam
Speaker but ny, ny district office staff Andres
Ledesma, Rick Arbelo who works at city hall, Jackie
Reyes, Rafael Sardou, Elvin Santiago who won a bet
because | shed a fewtears today. I, | do have a
José Riverra on ny staff...[interpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI VERRA: ..no relation
To each and every one of themthank you for all the
service that you' ve given to ny constituents. |
really appreciate you. Wth that | vote aye on al
except for Intro 1210-A, which | vote no.

COW TTEE CLERK: Fidler.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FIDLER: I, | in the
enotion in the nmoment | did forget to thank very
significant people and that is nmy famly; ny wife
Robin and ny sons Max and Harry. | think everyone
of us who's here, who's still her has to
acknowl edge that famlies all nake sacrifices in
order for us to be able to do what we do. And |
sure as hell didn't want to | eave the floor today
W t hout saying that. On the styrophoambill | want
to thank fromthe bottom of ny heart Rob Newran and
Laura Popa, and Jarret Hova for the work that they
did. But | have to single out in the face of
literally a mllion dollars spent trying to defeat
this bill. And if it weren't for ny council Brad
Reed finding out the truth doing all the work that
he did | doubt we would be here today doing this
very inportant thing for our city and for our
envi ronnent .

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FI DLER:  Yeah you, he
deserves that round of applause. I, | hope you'll
at least get a pen fromthe mayor. [laughter] And
with that | proudly vote aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Gennar o.
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COW TTEE MEMBER GENNARO. M. Leader |
woul d ask for the opportunity to speak on ny vote.
MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COWM TTEE MEMBER GENNARO Thank you.
First of all I, I, this is not on the agenda but I,
I, I think we should give Kima round of appl ause.
| know t he speaker gave ny wife a round of
appl ause. | want to Kima round of appl ause.

[ appl ause]

COW TTEE MEMBER GENNARO. And | wanted
to thank sonme staff nenbers that I, | left out when
| was speaking earlier. These are people that have
forged a real bond with me, that talked to nme about
what’s going on in ny life. And they're, they're
just wonderful people. And that would be Ji mry
McShane and Margaret Nel son, and Rob Newran, and
Laura Popa, and al so Samara Swanston, and Jeff
Baker, and Jeff Rhoda who has never not asked about
ny wife when I see him never ever, he always asks.
And Bill Elitrees[phonetic], and Gary Al tman, and I
want to give a special thank you to Lou Fidler for
bei ng such a chanpion on the styro bill. Is, it,
it, it’s happeni ng because of himand it’'s, it's a

great environnmental acconplishnent and he really
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deserves a lot of, pretty nuch all the credit and
of course the staff that he nmentioned. And also to
Eric Dilan for the building code which is a very
bi g deal and he’s been a great coll eague as has Lou
Fidler. And once again | thank the Speaker for her

| eadership and her love and with that said this is
ny |last vote. Here it goes. Wait for it. Wait for
it. Aye on all.

[ pause]

COW TTEE CLERK: Jackson

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you so ny
colleagues | rise in order to explain ny vote for
the last tine in ny termof office. But Lou you are
clearly a fighter and one of ny coll eagues with
respects to this particular bill on banning
pol ystyrene and you know I’ ve heard all the various
positions and what have you so forth. And I’ m gl ad
t hat ammendnents were nmade to the bill in order for
us to nove forward where | can vote on it. But you
know as | say the proof is going to be in the

puddi ng down the road on whether or not you know
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people really follow through with the honesty and
integrity in which the bill is going forward. So
time will tell. So, but also I, | need to say there
are sone individuals that | did not say thank you
to. Wiere’'s Christin Mcd ocklin are you still here?
Her staff, they' re just fantastic on behal f of al
of us in New York Cty. And obviously you were
tal ki ng about Chris and the I T departnent. They're
just so fantastic. They work so hard. Were's Karl ?
Karl is still here?

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: You know I had
situations in ny office, situations where ny
of fice, where people threatened staff and we, NYPD
was i nvol ved and you know orders of protections and
stuff like that. And anytine that we were in
trouble we’d call Karl and they, the staff and
they, Sargent of Arns they just took care of
business so I thank you for keeping us safe as
menbers of the City Council of New York. Alex R as
is standing here. Alex is the Director of the
Caucus. Alex | thank you for your service and
obvi ously...[ i nterpose]

[ appl ause]
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COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: ...n dealing
wi th new nenbers of the Black, Latino, and Asian
Caucus, understanding that there are 26 nenbers
that are comng in and each one is an individual
and each one is the leader in their own right and
it’s going to be very difficult but I know you're
up to the challenge. And everyone tal ked about a
| ot of people but Peg Torro[phonetic], Canmlle
Francis, Andrea O ock[phonetic], Ed O Mll ey,
Marcel o, and Jeannie and all of the people that
handl e our payroll and our HR. And | say to you
Chris that when I went down and net with Peg, and I
said Peg you know and ny staff | want to know are
they entitled to unenploynent insurance and she
said yes they are. | said well that’s good because
you know they don’t have a job unless they're
pi cked up by other people. And I said well let ne
ask you a question. What about nyself? Am |
entitled to unenpl oynent? And she said
unfortunately you' re not because you re not an
enpl oyee you're elected. | said oh okay | just
wanted to know.

[l aught er]
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COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: But al so |
think that sone of you nentioned your famly. Lou
you nentioned your famly and |let nme just say that
nmy famly, they have put forward with all of ny
activity and | just thank them ny wife Faika Alli
Fi fai Jackson, My daughter Sadi a Raheem Jackson, My
daught er Asnmahan Raheem Jackson, and ny daughter
Sum a Raheem Jackson. And you may say you heard ne
mention their nanes Sadi a Raheem Asmahan Raheem
and Sum a Raheem Jackson because | ama nuslim and
my name i s al so Raheem Jackson so... And sone peopl e
say well you don't look like a muslim And | ask
the question, | beg the question what does a nuslim
|l ook I'ike? A muslimlooks |ike everyone in this
room But religion never cane into being in nme
being elected. My constituents wanted to know what
| stood for on education, on housing, on the issues
that inpact them safety and security, inmgration
reform all of the major issues, jobs, and they
wanted to know what | was going to do. And that’s
very, very inportant. So with that | vote aye on
all and especially Lou Fidler’s bill who up to
recently I said you know | wasn’t going to vote for

it but we turned around and you know when we stick
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t oget her and cone together and conprom se then we
can nove forward. Lou | |ove you man. Take care.
vote aye on all

[ appl ause]

COW TTEE CLERK: Janes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: May | be excused
to explain nmy vote.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: In ny life's
journey I found ny passion, public service. And
will never work again. | look forward to serving as
the next public advocate and | thank all of those
who made history possible by electing the first
woman of color in New York City.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: And as a first
woman of col or and hopefully as | seat, as | sit in
that chair | hope that we apol ster that chair...

[i nterpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: ..because as you
know I am a woman of color with great abundance.

[l aught er]
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COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: You don’t want,
you don’t want apol stered because of bed bugs.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Well, well 1’11
have to cut you off Tish real quick. Is it’s
runored that Council Menbers get to purchase their
chair on their way out. And since this is the chair
|’ ve been sitting on for the past...[interpose]

[l aught er]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: .four or five
years I'm |I'mgoing to be taking this chair with
ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: Wl |l | thank you

all for breaking through the glass ceiling and I

| ook forward to seeing you in nmy career. | vote aye
on all. Thank you all
[ appl ause]

COWM TTEE CLERK: Lappi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPIN: There, there are
two thank you’s that | also forgot. Since I was a,
one of the Land Use Subcommittee chair’s on ny
first terml, | got to work very closely with the
out standi ng Land Use staff here at the City
Council, Gale Benjamn and Carol and, and the whol e

team So thank you
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[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: And, and
certainly the staff that has been on the Aging
comm ttee over the last four years which has
changed but both, both sets have been really
out st andi ng people. And I didn’t nmention Andy. Sone
of you've gotten to neet ny husband. He's just so
awesone and ny treasurer so he's really happy that
this is all over. But a real partner in life. So,
and, and with that for the last tine I’mgoing to
vote aye on all except for 1216 and 1217 on which |
abst ai n.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN. Perm ssion to
expl ain my vote.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Thank you M.
Majority Leader. There are a couple of folks that |
did not mention before that I would like to take
this opportunity to thank as well. | want to thank
Chuck Meera[ phonetic] and Ranone Marti nez[ phoneti c]
who were really, had such amazing patience wth ne
over the last, over this termand on every Land Use

deal Ranpbne was, was with ne every step of the way
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up ‘till 1:30 this afternoon and |I think that’s why
we're all late today. So |I apol ogi ze for that. But

t hank you very nuch Ranone. The Land Use staff
Gal e, Any, and Carol, Elanzo, Pete, everybody at,
at Land Use who is also with ne every step of the
way. The great finance staff Preston and Jeff and
Lat onya and everybody at finance also very, very
patient with all of us. And I want to thank Barbara
Scaffidi. She did her best to make sure that | paid
ny parking tickets, not always with the best
success...[ i nt er pose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: ..but she, she
tried, she tried.

[ background comrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN. That’s next yes.
And, and, and | want to acknow edge the Educati on
staff who have been so great Jan, and Regina, and
Asia, and everybody. And lastly |I want to
acknowl edge to chairman that |, that | was able,
able to have the privilege of serving on their
commttees. Actually excuse nme three chairnman who
this is their last stated neetings is Chair Leroy

Comri e of Land Use and Chair Robert Jackson of
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Education and Chair Jim Gennaro of Environnental
Protecti on who taught nme a great deal and |’ mvery
thankful. And with that Madam Speaker | vote aye on
all and thank you.

[ pause]

COW TTEE CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | vote aye on

all.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Recchi a.

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHIA: 1'd like to
explain nmy vote. | want to also thank ny famly; ny

wife Kim ny daughters Brianna, Danielle, and
Juliana for always supporting ne. 1'd also like to
thank Karl. He did a great job himand his staff.
|’d also like to thank Jam e McShane. Right? And
the whol e press office. They do a great job.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: Ckay. | vote no
on 1204-A, | abstain on 1056-A, and aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Reyna.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.
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COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: | know there’s
several bills in this package, in today’s agenda
and | just wanted to thank the staff that have
dedicated all their tine, effort, endl ess nights,
maki ng sure that this was an effort that took a
long tinme but has cone to fruition, the regulatory
review process that has led to what would be a
package of many different bills trying to assi st
what woul d be the small business industry from al
wal ks of Iife. And we have heard from so many of
t hem and they have sacrafised so nmuch and we hope
that we can continue that agenda with the next in
council. I want to just thank ny coll eagues for
their relationship on a personal professiona
| evel . You have been an amazi ng body and to be part
of history in this chanber. | amthe daughter of
Dom ni can parents who cane here in the 70, in the
60s. And | expressed to themthe day | got
i naugurated in front of themthat I was very
thankful that they left a country that was under a
dictatorship and to see how far we’ve cone as a
famly and how nuch they have earned of |ove and
respect. Four daughters all of university and they

who were just considering thenselves to be farners
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and agriculturists. And they | augh because today we
nove bills here in this chanber pushing an
organi c’ s...[ i nterpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: ..agenda. And they
consider that to be, what would be the | owest of
agendas in, back hone. And it’s a very different
world. And to be free and protect those liberties
is sonmething that | hold true to ny heart. And |
just wanted to just take the tine to thank all of
the staff here in this institution. You are the
living breath that this building is conprised of
and | can’t thank you enough for all of the hours
you spend trying to nake us | ook bad and protect
us. And we know that we all cone as nenbers
representing each of our conmunities and we all
have a passion for sonething and soneone and a very
heavy agenda to protect our communities. And sure
enough it’s always a negotiation and it’s never 100
percent happy but | can sure assure you ny
community is so nuch better today than when | was a
child. And | can see the footage in ny head
vividly. And today | stand proud havi ng represented

the 34'" district, first woman to represent that
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district, first Domnican in the state of New York
to be elected as, as a wonman. And | just wanted to
t hank...[i nter pose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: ..ivy community for
havi ng made history and for giving ne that
privilege and to our Speaker | stand tall and proud
and | had nentioned to you when we first stepped
into this chanber to elect you as our speaker. You
will always stand tall and proud. And to everyone
who has worked for nme. It was runored that | was a
t ough boss.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: | take honor in
t hose words. | expect nothing but the best and |
know that they will go far. And | know that | have
expected nmuch fromthemand | know that they wll
continue to give forward and forge forward and rise
even beyond ny expectations because they have given
me their best. And to the commttee staff that |
have sat on, and served, and chaired | thank you
and for everything we have acconplished in this
council. To ny coll eague, colleagues you are

famly. And to ny |oving husband and ny two kids I
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was a single wonan conming in and I’m|eaving a
married wonman with a famly.

[l aughter]

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: And it is
incredible to see how the years have gone by and
there is not a nonent | regret and there is so nuch
reconciliation and | ooking back. And it’s taken a
long tinme to get to this point where there is
relief. Because | did a job and ny constituency has
said it’s been a job well done. And there was a
woman | ast night who went out of her way to share
wWth nme in a toy drive. You represented us and you
never saw col or, you never saw ethnicity. You
represented us equally. And that was al ways ny
agenda. Thank you. | vote aye on all.

[ appl ause]

[ pause]

COWM TTEE CLERK: Val |l one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: [f | may be
briefly excused today we give a...[interpose]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: ..Christmas gift
to our animals and create an ani nal abuse registry

here in New York City. It’s ny last bill and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 185

perhaps the one I’ m nost proud of. You know
yesterday we read about a dog that junped onto the
tracks and stayed with its owner until, and while a
train passed over their heads. And that dog was
going up for adoption, luckily it’s not. But had it
been up for adoption Iike so nany ot her aninmals
anyone coul d have adopted that ani mal including
peopl e who have convicted of ani mal abuse. And now
because of this registry these people will have to
regi ster nmuch |ike the gun offender registry and
the sex offender registry. And they will be
prevented from ever getting | egally another ani nmal
to abuse. And | want to thank the people in this
room for, for supporting this.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Yes, thank you
|’ myou know when we do these things in New York
City they are often tinmes copied and so hopefully
the animals around the country and the world will
be protected because of what we do here. It’s one
of the things ny nother wanted to nake sure | got
done before we left so | can go hone and eat again.
She’s a huge animal rights activist. I'"'mtold the

Mayor may veto and ny fellow animal rights activist
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Rosi e Mendez has assured ne she will shepherd this
t hrough the override of the veto since |’ m gone.
And in the few seconds | have left as Public Safety
Chair I want to thank those who kept us safe here
in the Council our Sargents, and Karl who was j ust
standing there a nonent ago, the police officers
who are here all the tine keeping us safe.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: And especially
Ri chie. Richie behind nme over here who kept us safe
on that fateful day when we | ost our coll eague.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: And agai n our

staff who kept our sanity safe. And ny, ny staff,
my chief of staff for eight years Johnat han Chung
who will now be working for the | uckiest Counci
Menber here Peter Koo and ny current chief of staff
Janol ds[ phonetic] and Schutt who are both here.
And, and again thank you for what, what you're
doi ng on behal f of aninmals today. And it has been
truly an honor and a pleasure. God bless and nerry
Chri st mas.

[ appl ause]

[ pause]
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COW TTEE CLERK: (ddo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO: Can | be tenporary
excused to explain ny vote?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDQO Li ke many of ny
col | eagues during the enotion | forgot to thank a
few people. | just want to start with a few fol ks
on staff. Chuck and, and Ranone and Jeff who are
just, just fabul ous, fabul ous people who nade this
job really a whole ot of fun. And we did a | ot of
good work together but we also had a | ot of |aughs.
And | think Charles said it earlier about keeping
it real. You guys are just good folks. To ny friend
Gale Benjamin | will mss the conversations in the
Mnority Leader’s office. Preston N black, Rob
Newman, and to Laura Popa in particul ar who worked
on |lots of wonderful |egislation that we did. And
we put her through hell and back on the netal bat
bill. But she did a really outstanding job. | just
want to thank ny staff Steve Matteo who's ny chief
of staff who was Council Menber Elect who's going
to cone in here in January and do a fabul ous job,
Chi s Di seeko[ phonetic] ny, ny brilliant |ega

council is coming with me to borough hall. To the
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great Connie Tinnini[phonetic] who if you folks
know a ni cer human bei ng than Connie
Ti nni ni [ phonetic] | want to neet that person
because she’s absolutely the best. And ny dad fel
this nmorning and broke his leg and he’s in the
hospital but he'll be reading the Staten Island
Advance tonorrow and when he reads sone of the
wonder ful things you said about nme that will nake
himfeel much better. And I want to thank nom and
dad. And lastly Chris Quinn and | fell, each of us
fell in love with a wonderful wonman by the nanme of
Kimand | want to shout out to Kim Catull o and send
her nmy love and to the Catullo just absolutely
wonder ful , wonderful people. And take care of ny
friend. And it’s to nmy Kimwho was here and left |
wal ked in her a single nan and |’ m goi ng out an
engaged nman Di ana Reyna.

[ appl ause, cheering]

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO And to ny friend
Jessica Lappin it’s a good thing that Kim Peterson
lives in Queens because if she |lived in Staten
| sl and she probably woul d not have voted for nme for
borough president. So she’s al nost as happy as your

husband but she’s got to |ive on with business for
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a few nore years. So | want to thank her for making
my life conplete and allowing nme to do all this
good stuff. So with that said for the last tine |
vote aye on all with the exception of Intro 1162-A,
1208- A, 1210-A, and 1204-A on which | vote no.
Thank you everybody.

[ appl ause]

COWM TTEE CLERK: Val |l one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Apparently |
forgot to vote up here. Apparently |I’malso the
only person |eaving the council still single which
is al so depressing.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: If | couldn’'t
be nore depressed... No.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: Single and
sati sfied.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: |’ m not, not
going to conment.

[l aughter]
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UNKNOWN MALE: There may be a nonent
here. Tish you' re single. Peter you' re single. Tish
Peter, Peter Tish

[l aught er]

SPEAKER QUI NN: CQut of order. Just vote
Peter.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: |'mgoing to
forget to vote again.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: | vote no on
1204- A and 1208- A and probably vote aye on all the
rest. Thank you all.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Ri vera.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI VERA: Yeah | just want
to say thank you to a couple of the staff nenbers
here. W& have Preston of course, Jeff, Chuck,
Ramone, Gale Benjamin from Land Use, Barbara who
has been the, the gate keeper downstairs, Karl for
keeping us all safe, and of course Gary as well.
But I want to say a special thank you to Speaker
Qui nn because she has been the |lighting rod for al
of us here inthe Cty Council. And if any of us
nmessed up she’s the one that took the hit. So

Christine thank you for being the | eader that |ed
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us through all the stornms and, and | ed us very
bravely and very courageously. And | also want to

t hank one person that didn't get too many thanks
today and that’s Kim Catullo for allow ng Christine
to...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI VERA: .to be the
punchi ng bag of the city of New York and for giving
her to us you know for the past few years. And
today we give her back to you. Thank you Kim |
vote aye on all

[ appl ause]

COWM TTEE CLERK: Speaker Qui nn.

[ pause]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Ckay so al
items on today’'s, all itens on today’ s general
order cal endar were adopted by a vote of 51 in the
affirmative, zero in negative, and zero abstentions
with the exceptions of LUs 961, 962, 963, and the
acconponi ng Resol utions which were adopted by a
vote of 50 in the affirmative, with one in the
negative, and zero abstentions. And Gary’s running

up here very quickly.
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Ckay and on
Intro 951-A the question was shoul d the counci
override the, the mayor’s veto and the counci
overvoted and now we nove on to LU, LUs 994 through
999 and the acconpanyi ng Resos were adopted by a
vote of 50 in the affirmative, one in the negative,
and zero abstentions. And Intro 1204-A was adopted
by a vote of 44 in the affirmative, with seven in
t he negative, and zero abstentions. And Intro 1056-
A which was adopted by a vote of 44 in the
affirmative, two in the negative, and five
abstentions and Intro 1217 was adopted by a vote of
50 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and
one abstentions. And Intro 1208-A which was adopt ed
by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, four in the
negative, and zero abstentions. And Intro 1210-A
whi ch was adopted by a vote of 43 in the
affirmative, eight in the negative, and zero
abstentions. And Intro 1162-A which was adopted by
a vote of 48 in the affirmative, three in the
negative, and zero abstentions. And that’'s all she
wote. So that’s it for...

[ appl ause]
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Now we have
i ntroduction and reading of the bills.

SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred
to committees as indicated on the agenda. And fol ks
who are still here don't |eave. There’'s a couple of
Resol uti ons.

[l aught er]

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: W just have a
coupl e of Resolutions now. W have, and we’'re going
to vote on each separately so Resol ution 1649,
resol ution recognizing Cctober 11'" as the day of
the girl child in New York City adopted by the
Conmittee on New Services. Anyone want to speak on
this item Al in favor, seeing none, all in favor
say aye.

COLLECTI VE RESPONSE: Aye.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Any opposed say
nay. Any abstentions. The ayes have it. Resolution
1741, hurricane Sandy rel ated unenpl oynment cl ai ns
adopted by the Cormmittee on Cvil Service and
Nei ghbor. Al in favor say aye.

COLLECTI VE RESPONSE: Aye.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Ch, anyone want

to speak on it. No? Al in favor say aye.
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COLLECTI VE RESPONSE: Aye.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Any in the
negative say nay. Any abstentions? The ayes have
it. Resolution 1954, to provide free internet
access at its three major airports. Al in favor
say aye.

COLLECTI VE RESPONSE: Aye.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Any opposed say
nay. Any abstendtions? The ayes have it. Resol ution
1988-A, joint Commttee on Public Ethics, JCOPE
anended and adopted by the Committee on
Governnental Operations. Al in favor say aye.

COLLECTI VE RESPONSE: Aye.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Any opposed say
nay. Any abstentions? The ayes have it. Resol ution

2057, grant tenporary protected status to the

desi gnation of the Phillipeans and el egi bl e
phillipeno nationals adopted by the Comm ttee on
Immigrations. Any, all in favor say aye.

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Aye.
MAJORI TY LEADER R VERA: All in favor
say aye.

COLLECTI VE RESPONSE: Aye.
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: There's only
like five left so | guess | didn’'t hear it. Any,
any in the negative say nay. Any abstentions? The
ayes have it. And now we nove on to genera
di scussi on. W have Council Menber Jackson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: My col | eagues
it’s time to go.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: He rises for
the last tine.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: But | want to
say that |I’ve worn this button that says Robert
Jackson, City Council for 13 years and peopl e ask
nme when | joined this Cty Council, Leroy said; Yo
man the election is over. Take the button off. And
| said it doesn’t say Elect, it doesn't say vote
for, all it says is who I am Robert Jackson, City
Council. Now at the |last stated neeting |’'m
retiring my button.

[ appl ause, cheeri ng]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Good ni ght.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So he’s no
| onger known as Robert Jackson | guess.

[l aught er]
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Anyone el se for
general discussions. Seeing no others for the |ast
time this neeting is adjourned.

[ gavel ]
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